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Int. No. 738
By Council Members Levine, Crowley, Ferreras-Copeland, Mendez, Cohen, Constantinides, Vallone, Palma, Cornegy, Johnson, Gentile, Rosenthal, Torres, Lancman, Van Bramer, Richards, Cabrera, Espinal, Kallos, Gibson, Vacca, Dromm, King, Reynoso, Chin, Koslowitz, Rodriguez, Rose, Menchaca, Levin, Lander and Ulrich 
..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to a gas qualification for journeyman plumbers.
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1.  Article 409 of chapter 4 of title 28 is amended by adding new sections 28-409.5 through 28-409.13 to read as follows:


§28-409.5 Gas qualification. The applicant for a journeyman plumber registration or the holder of a journeyman plumber registration may apply for a gas qualification to be added to the journeyman plumber registration. A gas qualification shall be added to the journeyman plumber registration by the commissioner when an applicant satisfactorily complies with the experience and examination requirements of this article and provides proof of same in a form acceptable to the department. 


§28-409.6 Experience. An applicant for a gas qualification shall have a minimum of 200 hours of experience in the performance of gas work in the direct employ of and under the direct and continuing supervision of a master plumber licensed in accordance with the provisions of 28-408; or in the case of a city agency, a supervising licensed master plumber; or shall have satisfactorily completed a New York State-recognized training program. For the purposes of this section, “gas work” shall mean the fabrication, assembly, installation, removal, repair, modification, testing or maintenance of fuel gas piping systems to be utilized within buildings at any pressure.


§28-409.7 Examination requirements for a gas qualification. The applicant for a journeyman plumber registration or the holder of a journeyman plumber registration applying for a gas qualification shall pass a written examination approved by the commissioner.


§28-409.8 Terms of gas qualification. A journeyman plumber gas qualification issued by the commissioner for which an examination is required under the provisions of this section shall expire three years from the date of issuance thereof, and may be renewed every three years thereafter without examination. 


§28-409.9 Registration card with gas qualification. The journeyman registration card, when a gas qualification is added, shall clearly state: “Gas Qualification – Expires on MM/DD/YYYY.”


§28-409.10 Continuing education. The commissioner shall promulgate rules to require applicants for the renewal of the journeyman plumber gas qualification to complete a prescribed number of hours of continuing education courses approved by the department within the term preceding the application for renewal and to provide proof of same in a form acceptable to the department. Such proof, when required, shall be submitted with the application for renewal. 


§28-409.11 Journeyman plumber gas qualification required. It shall be unlawful for an individual to fabricate, assemble, install, repair, service, test or maintain fuel gas piping systems to be utilized within buildings at any pressure unless such individual is: 


1. a licensed master plumber in accordance with the provisions of 28-408; 


2. a registered journeyman plumber with a valid gas qualification under the provisions of 28-409 and such individual is working in the direct employ of and under the direct and continuing supervision of a licensed master plumber; or in the case of a city agency, a supervising licensed master plumber; or


3. a plumber apprentice registered in accordance with New York state labor law article 23 working in conjunction with a registered journeyman plumber with a gas qualification and working in the direct employ of and under the direct and continuing supervision of a licensed master plumber. 


§28-409.12 Penalties. It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly permit or cause an individual who has not been registered as qualified under this section to fabricate, assemble, install, remove, repair, modify, test, or maintain fuel gas piping systems to be utilized within buildings at any pressure. In the case of continuing violations each day of continuance shall be a separate and distinct offense. 


§28-409.13 Gas utility corporations. The provisions of this section shall not apply to the installation or alteration of gas service piping and gas meter piping, including meters, valves, regulators or related equipment, when such work is to be performed, serviced and maintained by utility corporations and subject to the jurisdiction of the New York State Public Service Commission. 
§2. This local law shall take effect one hundred and eighty days after its enactment, except that the commissioner shall take such actions as are necessary for its implementation, including the promulgation of rules, prior to such effective date.
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