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INTRODUCTION
On Wednesday, October 20, 2016, the Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International Intergroup Relations, chaired by Council Member Jimmy Van Bramer, will conduct an oversight hearing on the Percent for Art program. Additionally, the Committee will hear Int. No. 1290, a local law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to the percent for art advisory panel; Int. No. 1295, a local law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to requiring the Department of Cultural Affairs to report on percent for art projects; Int. No. 1296, a local law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to the percent for art program; and Int. No. 1297, a local law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to outreach and education regarding public art opportunities. Witnesses invited to testify include the Department of Cultural Affairs (DCLA), members of the Cultural Institutions Group (CIG),
 various arts and cultural groups and organizations, academic institutions and other interested parties. 
BACKGROUND
New York City’s Percent for Art Program
The Percent for Art law, passed by the City Council in 1982, requires that one percent of the budget for eligible City-funded construction projects be spent on artwork for City facilities.
 In 1983, the Percent for Art program (“the Program”) began with the development of a method for determining eligible projects as well as an equitable artist selection process.
 Administered by DCLA, the Program offers City agencies the opportunity to acquire or commission works of art specifically for City-owned capital construction projects that provide public services,
 including schools, firehouses, police precincts, courthouses, hospitals, clinics, prisons, detention centers, parks, shelters and sanitation facilities,
 and accessibility throughout the five boroughs.
 
The purpose of the Program is to make art accessible for all New Yorkers by bringing artists into the design process to enrich the City’s civic and community buildings.
 Projects are site-specific and, according to the Percent for Art law, artwork eligible for consideration includes “all forms of visual arts conceived in any medium, material or combination thereof.”
 To ensure equitable artist selection, the Program convenes a unique artist selection panel at the initiation of each project, and aims to reflect the diversity of New York City by commissioning artists of all races and backgrounds.
 DCLA contends that projects developed through the Program demonstrate how art, integrated into a site, can enhance civic architecture and a wide range of public spaces.

Prior to enactment of the Percent for Art law over 30 years ago, initiatives to promote public art were stymied by the fiscal crises of the 1960s and 1970s as well as the lack of a central body to coordinate such efforts.
 Since its inception, the Program has experienced substantial growth and success at great benefit to both the City and its residents; more than 300 projects have been completed
 with accumulated art work commissions of over 41 million dollars
 and there are more than 70 artist commissions currently in progress.
 Today, public art is an integral part of NYC’s urban landscape, providing all New Yorkers and visitors with the opportunity to appreciate artwork outside the traditional museum or gallery setting. Accordingly, Percent for Art has played a vital role in helping to solidify NYC as a global cultural capital.
ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 1290
 
Section one of Int. No. 1290 would amend section 224 of Chapter 9 of the New York City Charter to add a new subdivision f. The bill would require that there be an advisory panel to recommend eligible works of art in any capital project administered by the Department of Cultural Affairs pursuant to section 224 of Chapter 9 of the New York City Charter. 

The bill would further require that the panel be comprised of at least three art professionals appointed by the Commissioner of the Department of Cultural Affairs, at least one of whom shall be an artist; at least one representative from the city agency sponsoring the capital project; at least one representative from the Art Commission; at least one representative of the borough president in the borough in which the project will be located; at least one representative from the City Council member in whose district the project will be located; at least one representative from the community board where the project will be located; at least one community representative; and at least one architect who has current knowledge of the capital project through which the work of art will be commissioned.


The bill would indicate that the three art professionals appointed by the Commissioner of the Department of Cultural Affairs, the representative from the city agency sponsoring the capital project, the community representative, and the architect shall have the authority to vote to recommend any eligible works of art. The bill would further indicate that the Department of Cultural Affairs shall make the final determination on eligible works of art.


The bill would define the term “art professional” as an individual who works in the field of the arts, including but not limited to visual arts professionals such as curators, directors, non-profit gallery staff persons, visual arts administrators, art critics and writers, art historians, and public art professionals. The bill would define the term “community representative” as an art professional who resides in the community district in which the project will be located.
Section two of Int. No. 1290 would establish that this local law take effect immediately upon enactment. 
ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 1295

 
Section one of Int. No. 1295 would amend subdivision a of section 224 of Chapter 9 of the New York City Charter. The bill would define the term “artist demographic background” as including age, gender, race, and any other information the Department of Cultural Affairs deems relevant, as determined by an optional questionnaire provided by the Department of Cultural Affairs to the artist. The bill would also define the term “design agency” to mean the agency responsible for managing the capital construction project through which a work of art will be commissioned pursuant to section 224 of Chapter 9 of the New York City Charter. The bill would define the term “sponsor agency” as the agency whose capital construction project will include a work of art pursuant to this section. 


Section two of the bill would require that, no later than July 1, 2017, and annually thereafter on or before July 1, that the Department of Cultural Affairs submit to the Speaker of the Council and post on the Department’s website a report listing all works of art administered pursuant to this section. The report would be disaggregated by Council district and borough, and would include information on each work of art, including, but not limited to, the name of the work of art, the name of the artist, artist demographic background, project completion date, medium, dimensions, location of the work of art, sponsor agency, and design agency.

Section three of Int. No. 1295 would establish that this local law take effect immediately after it becomes law. 
ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 1296

 
Section one of Int. No. 1296 would amend subdivisions b and c of section 224 of Chapter 9 of the New York City Charter.


The bill would require that not less than one percent of the first fifty million dollars of capital funds appropriated by the City for each such capital project shall be allocated for works of art; provided, however, that this section shall in no case require, but shall not prohibit, the expenditure of more than nine hundred thousand dollars for works of art for any capital project; nor more than ten million dollars for all works of art in any fiscal year.

Section two of Int. No. 1296 would establish that this local law take effect one year after it becomes law. 
ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 1297

 
Section one of Int. No. 1297 would amend section 224 of Chapter 9 of the New York City Charter to require that the Department of Cultural Affairs engage in outreach and education efforts regarding the opportunity to submit works of art for consideration in capital projects as provided for by this section. 


The bill would require that such outreach and education include, but not be limited to, annual information sessions in each borough that shall be open to the public and the development of written materials containing information about how to register for the Percent for Art image registry and a description of the selection process for artwork included in such projects. The bill would require that the Department of Cultural Affairs make such written materials available to arts and cultural organizations, including community-based organizations, colleges and universities, and any other entities deemed appropriate by the Department.


The bill would further require that the written materials developed pursuant to subdivision e be made available in English and in the six languages most commonly spoken by limited English proficient individuals in the City as determined by the Department of City Planning. Finally, the bill would require that, on or before June 30, 2016 and each year thereafter, the Department submit to the Council an annual report containing a description and list of community outreach efforts required by this subdivision during the preceding calendar year.


Section two of Int. No. 1297 would establish that this local law takes effect immediately after it becomes law. 
Int. No. 1290

By Council Members Van Bramer, Cumbo and Salamanca

..Title

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to the percent for art advisory panel.

..Body
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Section 224 of chapter 9 of the New York city charter is amended to add a new subdivision f to read as follows: 


f. There shall be an advisory panel to recommend eligible works of art in any capital project administered by the department of cultural affairs pursuant to this section. The panel shall be comprised of a minimum of three art professionals appointed by the commissioner of cultural affairs, at least one of whom shall be an artist; at least one representative from the city agency sponsoring the capital project; at least one representative from the art commission; at least one representative of the borough president in the borough in which the project will be located; at least one representative from the city council member in whose district the project will be located; at least one representative from the community board where the project will be located; at least one community representative; and at least one architect who has current knowledge of the capital project through which the work of art will be commissioned. The three art professionals appointed by the commissioner of cultural affairs, a representative from the city agency sponsoring the capital project, the community representative, and the architect shall have the authority to vote to recommend any eligible works of art. The department of cultural affairs shall make the final determination on eligible works of art. For purposes of this subdivision:

1. The term “art professional” means an individual who works in the field of the arts, including but not limited to visual arts professionals such as curators, directors, non-profit gallery staff persons, visual arts administrators, art critics and writers, art historians, and public art professionals. 

2. The term “community representative” means an art professional who resides in the community district in which the project will be located.

§2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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2/2/2016 1:35pm

Int. No. 1295

By Council Members Cumbo, Van Bramer, Levin, Palma and Barron
..Title

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to requiring the department of cultural affairs to report on percent for art projects.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Subdivision a of section 224 of the New York city charter is amended to read as follows: 

a. [As used in] For purposes of this section: 

Artist demographic background. The term “artist demographic background” includes age, gender, race and any other information the department deems relevant, as determined by an optional questionnaire provided by the department of cultural affairs to the artist. 

Design agency. The term “design agency” means the agency responsible for managing the capital construction project through which a work of art will be commissioned pursuant to this section. 

Sponsor agency. The term “sponsor agency” means the agency whose capital construction project will include a work of art pursuant to this section.
Works of art. [the]The term “works of art” includes all forms of the visual and performing arts conceived in any medium, material or combination thereof. 

§2. Section 224 of the New York city charter is amended to add a new subdivision f to read as follows: 

f. Not later than July 1, 2017 and on or before July 1 annually thereafter, the department of cultural affairs shall submit to the speaker of the council and post on the department’s website a report listing all works of art administered pursuant to this section. The report shall be disaggregated by council district and borough, and shall include information on each work of art including, but not limited to, the name of the work of art, the name of the artist, artist demographic background, project completion date, medium, dimensions, location of work of art, sponsor agency, and design agency. 
§3. This local law takes effect immediately after it becomes law.
ACK
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Int. No. 1296

By Council Members Cumbo, Van Bramer, Palma and Barron
..Title

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to the percent for art program.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Subdivisions b and c of section 224 of the New York city charter, subdivision b as added by local law number 65 for the year 1982 and subdivision c as amended by a vote of the people at the general election of 1989, are amended to read as follows: 

b. Works of art shall be provided for each capital project which involves the construction or the substantial reconstruction of a city-owned public building or structure the intended use of which requires that it be accessible to the public generally or to members of the public participating in, requiring or receiving programs, services or benefits provided thereat. [For the purposes of this section a police precinct house and a firehouse shall be deemed to be such buildings.]
c. An amount not less than one [per cent] percent of the first [twenty] fifty million dollars and one-half of one [per cent] percent of any amount in excess of twenty million dollars of capital funds appropriated by the city for each such capital project, other                                        than funds appropriated for the acquisition of real property, shall be allocated for works of art; provided, however, that this section shall in no case require, but shall not prohibit, the expenditure of more than [four] nine hundred thousand dollars for works of art for any capital project; nor more than [the sum of one and one-half million dollars] ten million dollars for all works of art in any fiscal year. The mayor may exempt a capital project from the provisions of this section if in [his] the mayor’s sole judgment the inclusion of works of art as provided hereby would be inappropriate. 

§2. This local law takes effect one year after it becomes law.

LS 2927

ACK

2/1/2016 1:26pm

Int. No. 1297

By Council Members Cumbo, Van Bramer, Levin, Palma and Barron
..Title

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to outreach and education regarding public art opportunities

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Section 224 of the New York city charter, as amended by local law number 52 for the year 2015, is amended to read as follows:

e. The department of cultural affairs shall engage in outreach and education efforts regarding the opportunity to submit works of art for consideration in capital projects as provided for by this section. Such outreach and education shall include, but not be limited to, annual information sessions in each borough that shall be open to the public and the development of written materials containing information about how to register for the percent for art image registry and a description of the selection process for artwork included in such projects. The department shall make such written materials available to arts and cultural organizations, including community-based organizations, colleges and universities, and any other entities deemed appropriate by the department. The written materials developed pursuant to this subdivision shall be made available in English and in the six languages most commonly spoken by limited English proficient individuals in the city as determined by the department of city planning. On or before June 30 of two thousand sixteen and each year thereafter, the department shall submit to the council an annual report containing a description and list of community outreach efforts required by this subdivision during the preceding calendar year.

[e]f. The mayor shall adopt rules and regulations to implement the provisions of this section.

§ 2.   This local law takes effect immediately. 

ENB
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� The CIG is comprised of 33 member institutions that exist in a public-private partnership with the city. The CIG includes art and natural history museums, historical societies, theaters, concert halls, performing art centers, botanical gardens and zoos. Member institutions operate as nonprofit organizations whose mandate is to provide cultural services to all New Yorkers. See � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/dcla/html/funding/institutions.shtml" �http://www.nyc.gov/html/dcla/html/funding/institutions.shtml�.


� See � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/dcla/html/panyc/percent-for-art.shtml" �http://www.nyc.gov/html/dcla/html/panyc/percent-for-art.shtml�, retrieved on 10/13/2016.


� Id.


� Id.


� See � HYPERLINK "http://www1.nyc.gov/site/ddc/resources/features/october-2016-percent-for-art.page" �http://www1.nyc.gov/site/ddc/resources/features/october-2016-percent-for-art.page�, retrieved 10/14/2016.


� Supra note 2.


� Id.


� Section 224 of Chapter 9 of the New York city charter.


� Supra note 2.


� See � HYPERLINK "http://www1.nyc.gov/assets/globalpartners/downloads/pdf/NYC_PublicArt_Percent%20for%20Art.pdf" �http://www1.nyc.gov/assets/globalpartners/downloads/pdf/NYC_PublicArt_Percent%20for%20Art.pdf�, retrieved 10/17/2016.


� Supra note 9.


� Supra note 7.


� Supra note 2.


� See � HYPERLINK "http://www.qgazette.com/news/2016-10-05/Political_Page/Giuliani_Advises_Don_Skip_Debates.html" �http://www.qgazette.com/news/2016-10-05/Political_Page/Giuliani_Advises_Don_Skip_Debates.html�, retrieved 10/17/2016.






