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My name is Javier David Flores and I am a member of the Ecuadorian community here in 

New York City. I have lived in Queens for 21 years but remain very connected to my 

home country, since my parents and three brothers live there. I am proud to serve as 

Secretary of the New York Chapter of CREO, a political movement in Ecuador. 

 

I thank the Immigration Committee for holding this hearing today on Resolution 1103, 

which calls on the Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security to designate 

Ecuador for Temporary Protected Status to eligible Ecuadorian nationals in the wake of a 

devastating earthquake. 

 

Thank you to Chair Carlos Menchaca, and to the sponsors of the resolution Council 

Member Julissa Ferreras-Copeland and of course Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito, who is 

our defender of all immigrants in New York City. 

 

On April 16, 2016, a 7.8 magnitude earthquake hit coastal Ecuador. My native city of 

Portoviejo was one of the hardest hit cities. Hundreds of people died and thousands were 

injured. 

 

Those of us here in New York City scrambled to check in on our relatives. Thankfully, I 

did not lose any family members in this tragedy but we have all still felt the impact. 

 

The center of my city is completely devastated. The earthquake completely leveled 

buildings including hospitals, clinics, schools and many businesses. If it has been a 

weekday, my brother might have been in one of those buildings. My mother who is a 

school teacher lost some of her students that night. 

 

 



Everyone is experiencing a feeling of pain and loss. After April 16th, Ecuador continued 

to experience after shocks and earthquakes, which only added to the trauma and anxiety. 

 

The Ecuadorian community here in New York City is one of the fastest growing 

immigrant communities. While many of us are legal residents and citizens, many others 

are undocumented and live in constant fear of deportation. 

 

Most of us came to New York City and to the United States in search of a better life. 

Even before the earthquake, Ecuador had been a country with limited opportunities. Now, 

in cities like Portoviejo, the economy is even slower and many jobs have been lost. It 

would now be even harder for Ecuadorians to return home than before. 

 

Giving the Ecuadorian community TPS would mean that tens of thousands of families 

living here in New York could avoid deportation and get access to legal work permits. 

That means they can continue to support their families both here and in Ecuador during 

the recovery. This would all be temporary but it is better than no relief at all. 

 

After last week's Supreme Court decision, immigrants are feeling a lot of fear. TPS 

would offer some hope to Ecuadorians during this difficult time for our home country. 

 

Thank you for accepting my testimony and I ask that you approve this resolution and 

continue fighting for TPS for Ecuador. 
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My name is Mohamed Haroun Ebead, elected president of the 501(c)3 organization Darfur People’s 
Association of New York (DPANY), based in Brooklyn.  I am writing to offer to NYC officials the support of 
approximately 450 DPANY members for Resolutions 1103-2016 and 1105-2016, and for any other 
legitimate mechanisms for quickly bringing to this country refugees from State terror and natural 
disaster whose lives literally may depend on their finding and retaining refuge and treatment in the 
United States.  

Darfuris are obliged to address the Council directly regarding besieged Syrians because, without our 
seeking Council help, past Council Members (such as current Public Advocate Letitia James and current 
Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer) helped enact several Council Resolutions beneficial to 
victims of State terror in Darfur and, earlier, in southern Sudan. Additionally, we cannot forget that both 
ladies and other Members, as well as current Council Member Laurie Cumbo, enabled Darfuri refugees 
to advocate for their cause respectively through their Council District Offices and the Museum of 
Contemporary African Diasporan Arts.  Throughout NYC and the United States, Jewish organizations and 
some other religious groups long have provided immigration and humanitarian support for Darfuris and, 
similarly, are standing up for Syrian refugees.   

Thus far, at least 500,000 Darfuri civilians have been killed, 3 million displaced internally, 300,000 chased 
into refugee camps in Chad and many thousands more into other countries surrounding Sudan.  For 
those of you who are not aware, these numbers continue to rise rapidly as Sudan’s government 
continues to intensify the genocidal activity against specific Darfuri tribes, and endangered Darfuris 
continue to seek and receive refuge in America.  

We cannot ignore the fact that, during a much shorter time period, internal displacement, refugee 
status, and death have been inflicted on Syrian civilians at a higher rate due to daily violent attacks and 
bombing throughout Syria.  It is believed that as many as 500,000 Syrians already have been killed, 
approximately 6 million displaced from their hometowns within Syria, and 4.8 million forced into 
refugee status in countries that border Syria.     

Darfuris are morally compelled to speak because elements of the Syrian refugee dilemma resemble our 
own plight as Sudanese refugees and, thus far, we have not faced the same rejection by the United 
States.  We know with certainty that many of us would not be alive today if America did not provide 
refuge and treatment for us, and we know just as well that many Darfuris now under attack in Sudan will 
not survive if they cannot flee to the U.S.           We are obliged to plead for Americans to provide quickly 
to endangered Syrian refugees the same safe haven given to Darfuris since Year-2003.   

Please note that, while some U.S. government agencies appear authorized to delay and limit American 
response to atrocities in Syria, the U.S. Senate is responding to the increase in mass atrocities worldwide 
by considering the Genocide and Atrocities Prevention Act (GAPA), which seeks to strengthen the US 

government's ability to prevent and respond to genocide and mass atrocities everywhere.  

GAPA does not exclude response to atrocities in countries that primarily are Muslim.  To reveal 

his support for GAPA, and to add teeth to the Atrocities Prevention Board (APB) that GAPA 

would create, President Obama issued on 5/18/2016 Executive Order “Prevention of Mass 

Atrocities”, publicly articulating the importance of atrocities’ prevention as well as APB’s 

structure and functions.   

Historically, even more atrocities are committed when victims are not saved after barbarous acts 
are committed with impunity, such as by Sudan’s President Omar al-Bashir who has not been 
arrested pursuant to Year-2009 International Criminal Court warrants for genocide, crimes 
against humanity and war crimes, and such as Syrian President Bashar al-Assad’s chemical-
weapon attack on Syrian civilians (similar to Saddam Hussein’s chemical attack on Iraqi 
civilians).  Humanitarian crises, such as massive displacement due to bombing or to natural disasters 



such as earthquakes, lead logically to death and permanent illness or permanent disability if 
humanitarian aid and refuge is not provided quickly. 

In distant lands, we learn little about American politics beyond that there are only two political parties, 
and that the Democratic Party is more compassionate than the Republican Party. We also learn that all 
American people are caring and protective toward victims and press their elected officials to act 
accordingly.  This view of America runs contrary to Darfuris’ actual experience with America. It was a 
Democratic President Clinton who we saw turn a blind eye to the impending and then existing genocide 
in Rwanda.  It was a Republican President Bush who said “not on my watch” and declared that Sudan’s 
government was committing “genocide” against Muslim Darfuris, thereby enabling the U.S. to respond 
protectively including by easing immigration paths to America and by forcing the United Nations to 
intervene protectively;  President Bush also intervened in a variety of strenuous ways to stop the Sudan 
government’s war on its southern Sudanese Christian people.  We saw the American people and 
government respond compassionately to the well-advertised call to “Save Darfur” but now see them 
responding with callousness to Syrians’ desperation due to a well-publicized fear campaign against all 
apparent Muslims.  

Similar to our Syrian counterparts, Darfuri refugees escape from a country that long has been on 
America’s Terrorist Watch List.  Sudan makes the list for harboring Al Qaeda leader Osama bin-Laden 
(permitting him to use Sudan as an organizing base) and continuing to harbor and help terrorists from 
countries such as Libya, Mali, Somalia, and the Central African Republic, and to provide weapons to ISIL .   
Syria is a base of operations for Muslim, anti-Western ISIL.  The fact that terrorism runs rampant in our 
homelands does not automatically make us terrorists, or terrorist supporters –  Syrians and Darfuris 
seeking refuge in America are fleeing terrorism.                                                                                                                                               
Darfuris throughout the U.S. have not been found to commit terrorist or hate-filled acts here, and 
Americans have no rational basis to expect that Syrian refugees will not be as grateful to find a safe 
home here.  Another incentive for refugees from violence to behave properly here is that we do not 
want to cause problems for our families and friends who still are seeking refuge from attacks at home. 
Our understanding is that the 85,000 Syrian-Americans now residing here are admirable citizens who 
contribute to this country just as do Darfuris and other Sudanese refugees. 

Also similar to our Syrian counterparts, almost all Darfur refugees are Muslim and speak Arabic.  There is 
widely-reported fear-mongering about the terrorist threat posed by all Syrians because they are Muslim 
and because, as Arabic-speakers, they all could speak publicly about terrorist plots without Americans 
realizing.  Such ideas are making Darfuris fear for our own safety in the U.S., and for the possibility that 
Americans will want to impede Darfuris’ future admission to the U.S. even though the genocide in 
Darfur is known to continue unabated.   The media reports increasingly about incidents such as airline 
officials approving passengers being put off planes because other passengers feared their speaking 
Arabic, and even bus drivers evicting Arabic-speaking passengers.  Such fear of Arabic-speaking Syrians is 
causing anxious Americans to go so far as to lump into the potentially-dangerous pool of Syrian 
immigration-applicants even Christian Syrians who are represent approximately 13% of the Syrian 
census and who are reported as being targeted for death by ISIL along with other minority groups such 
as Yazidis.  Significantly, the U.S. government classified Yazidis as targeted for genocide in Syria and Iraq, 
similar to the U.S. government’s Year-2005 classification as targeted for genocide in Sudan three ethnic-
African tribes from Darfur (Fur, Massalleit, and Zaghawa) and their ethnic-African, non-Arab tribal allies.   

We do not convey this information to suggest that the U.S. grant swift immigration approval to Syria’s 
Christian and Yazidi refugees over Muslim refugees.  Rather, we use this information to exemplify the 
folly of ‘painting with a broad brush’ any one national group, such as Syrians, simply because, for 
example, they all speak Arabic, the same language as many terrorist organizations.  The media certainly 
has been reporting on the excesses of ISIL’s indiscriminate bombing and military attacks in Syria, causing 
death and injury to civilians from every group and forcing all to flee their home towns.  Again, similar to 



Darfuri refugees, Syrian refugees seeking refuge in America are fleeing terrorist attacks so should not be 
expected to cause them here. 

The Media increasingly reports speaking on public businesses refusing admission to people who appear 
to be Muslim and/or who are speaking Arabic, about attacks on mosques by means of physical-plant 
damage and/or hateful graffiti.  Just days after presidential candidate Trump called for Muslims to be 
banned from U.S. admission, Darfuri leaders joined elected officials and religious leaders on the steps of 
Brooklyn Borough Hall for a Saturday night interfaith prayer vigil to demand traditional American 
religious tolerance and freedom.  We were shocked to see anti-Muslim protestors waving hateful signs 
parading loudly up and down Joralemon Street.  We were even more dismayed when, after the event, a 
young Muslim woman removed her non-conservative-appearing head scarf and asked us to escort her 
home in Brooklyn Heights:  she feared that protestors might recognize her as having participated in the 
event and might attack her for being Muslim even though, with no head covering, her religion was not 
visible.  Until that evening, it had not occurred to us that, home in NYC, we and our family members 
could be endangered due to our religion. 

This persecution of people due to their appearance and language and religion is not the America that we 
heard about in distant lands, and where we dream of living. 

Unlike the millions of Syrians fleeing for their lives from their homes and homeland, the number of 
Darfuris seeking safe haven outside Sudan has not been as numerous, and certainly not as numerous on 
a daily basis, because bombing occurs at a much slower pace and over smaller areas. For these reasons, 
United Nations staff have been able to erect camps inside Darfur to which Internally Displaced Persons 
(IDPs) can flee for UN protection: approximately 3 million IDPs.  Again unlike Syria, many women and 
children who survive bombings are able to reach IDP camps although most surviving men must try to 
escape Sudan. Again unlike Syrians, Darfuri, particularly women and children able to reach Darfur's 
western border with Chad, have been saved by Refugee Camps that the United Nations has been able to 
erect and operate in that neighboring country (whose President, again fortuitously, is from the same 
ethnic-African tribe as many targeted Darfuri). We have been blessed in that, once the world 
acknowledged the death and destruction being rained down on our towns, there was support for the UN 
to be able to erect, maintain and protect IDP and refugee camps for the huge number of fleeing Darfuri 
seeking safety. This movement enabled smaller Darfuri numbers to flee into surrounding countries over 
a period of time, thereby not appearing to cause a drain on the economy and physical plant of the 
countries to which we fled.  

For example, over a period of years while many Darfuri refugees were approved for immigration to 
America and other countries directly from Jordan, the Darfuri refugee community there has grown to 
15,000, with most caught in the complex, lengthy process of awaiting security classification by the 
UNHCR as refugees if not legitimate asylum seekers and then immigration processing by targeted 
countries such as the U.S.  Unfortunately, the Syrian influx into Jordan slowed UN refugee processing 
even more. Consequently, in December, 2015, after 800 Darfuri asylum seekers sat-in outside the Jordan 
offices of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees to express their frustration at years-long 
immigration delays and more recent service reductions, the Jordanian government arrested all and 
returned them to Sudan despite world leaders and officials strongly protesting on the grounds that the 
refugees' lives would be at risk upon return to their homeland. 

In recent years, the pace and size of the Syrian-refugee influx is overwhelming certain regions, including 
Jordan (as noted above), with the essential safety valve of visible departures to America all but ending.  
That is, priority reasonably shifted to Syrian applicants but many countries already accepted as many as 
4.8 million Syrian refugees flooding their borders without any legal processing. 

The media reports that some of these countries have begun to prohibit new Syrian admissions, and to 
push out Syrian refugees who already crossed their borders.  Many such countries are relatively small, 



and reports are that their citizens have “had enough” and are pressing officials to place their countries’ 
economies and community stability above the plight of the refugees.   We hear demands for armed 
forces to prevent fleeing Syrians from crossing borders, and to develop Internally Displaced Person 
camps inside Syrian borders in which to keep an already 6 million IDPs and their growing numbers – 
similar to the IDP camps the United Nations operates for 3 million Darfuri IDPs. 

These demands are impractical in Syria.  That is, unlike in Syria, warfare has not been taking place 
throughout Darfur or Sudan, so there has been land unhampered by bombs and fights, and therefore 
available for the building and maintenance of safe IDP camps.  In Syria, unfortunately, civilians 
throughout the country are caught in attacks from the air and from all sides – by government forces and 
Russian bombers, by Syrian rebels against the government, and by ISIL.  To create save havens within 
Syria to which endangered civilians could flee, world leaders would have to unite to send armed forces 
into Syria to “carve out” a large area to which all IDPs could flee instead of crossing outside borders.:  
those armed forces and/or United Nations’ forces would have to commit to maintain the safety of these 
areas by force until the civil war and the ISIL war ends in Syria. 

America staff abroad and here are giving snail-level attention to processing Syrian applications.  
American Federal officials, and their state-based partners, who seek to limit Syrian refugees to a relative 
trickle, do not cite cost or space as reasons to limit, if not deny, Syrian admissions to the U.S.  They know 
that America would not suffer financial or geographic calamity, or even palpable impact, if at least 
65,000 Syrian refugees are given refuge throughout the United States each year. 

Instead, alarmists cite two dangers allegedly posed by all Syrian refugees:  their expected Muslim 
religion, and the fact that terrorists are based in Syria who are anti-West and who claim allegedly Islamic 
philosophy (such as conquering specific countries to merge them into one Islamic country/caliphate).  
The advertised threat is that some of these terrorists, using Syrian passports and legal documents, will 
not be discovered during the lengthy, complex immigration investigation process that occurs outside the 
U.S., and then will not be discovered during the investigatory detention process in the U.S., and, having 
sneaked into America with legitimate Syrian refugees, later will violently terrorize and kill Americans.   
Americans should believe in the successful track record of an immigration system that became even 
more security-specific after September 11, 2001. 

The following are among the legal mechanisms used by American officials to arrange Darfuris 
expedited admission and/or retention in the United States:  UNHCR Refugee Resettlement Program,  
US Green Card Lottery Program, US B1/B2 Visitor’s Visa program (particularly B2 for medical treatment 
of victims of torture and warfare),  USCIS Asylum process,  USCIS Humanitarian Parole ( for “urgent, 
compelling humanitarian emergencies”).  We pray that America will continue to expedite approval for 
Darfuri refugees. 

If U.S. officials are hesitant to assign Temporary Protected Status to Ecuador so as to be able to quickly 
process visa extensions for Ecuadorans already in America who cannot return home until the 
earthquake impact ends, or to grant speedy entry to earthquake victims needing treatment here, 
another path might be the type of Humanitarian Parole granted to some Darfuris. 

USCIS Humanitarian Parole seems an appropriate mechanism to quickly help victims of natural disasters, 
such as those from Ecuador.  In Sudan and the new nation South Sudan, we are familiar with nature 
causing droughts and floods, but it is government forces that prevent delivery of food, medicine and 
clean water to such regions and to those that have been bombed.  In places such as Ecuador, where 
nature now in the form of earthquakes prevents humanitarian aid from reaching everyone in need, and 
prevents their speedy treatment, a reasonable step would be to airlift them to the U.S. temporarily until 
the emergency is deemed over.  Similarly, if Ecuadorans entered the United States legally before the 
earthquakes, it would seem reasonable, and pose no security risk, to quickly use Protected or Parole 



status to permit those people to remain here until the earthquake situation no longer poses an 
impediment to their returning home safely. 

We pray that American elected officials and their constituents, and all Americans, will open their hearts 
and minds to America’s historic humanitarian underpinning, and to the high level of security inherent in 
the complex, lengthy U.S. processing system for refugee applicants to America.  Again, we compare 
Syrians’ plight to our own and hope that you will show them the great compassion that you have shown 
to us. 




















