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City Hall, Committee Room 

 

Good afternoon, my name is Casey Adams and I am the Deputy Director of City Legislative 

Affairs at the New York City Department of Consumer Affairs.  I would like to thank the 

committee for the opportunity to testify today. DCA would be responsible for enforcing 

Introduction 59’s prohibition on the sale, or offer for sale, of gas powered leaf blowers rated to 

produce a maximum sound level in excess of 65 dB(A) measured fifty feet from the source in 

accordance with the American National Standards Institute B175.2-2000 testing standard. Other 

jurisdictions have adopted similar approaches, including places as disparate as Montgomery 

County, Maryland and Portland, Oregon. DCA expects that, like in these other jurisdictions, 

enforcement of this law would be primarily driven by resident complaints. DCA is grateful for 

the opportunity to begin a conversation with the Council about how this bill would operate and 

looks forward to discussing issues like the reliability of manufacturer disclosure of decibel level 

ratings, the merits of independent testing of these ratings, and the successes and challenges of 

other municipalities with similar laws.  

 

I thank the committee for the opportunity to testify today. 



To the Committee on Environmental Protection and Chair Costa Constantinides 

From Claire Hassid, 287 Burns Street, Forest Hills, NY 11375 

 

When you meet today - and I’m very grateful that you are meeting on the subject of noise and air pollution - 

please consider how leaf blowers have impacted, with their high decibel levels, the noise in our neighborhoods. 

 

Take into account that these leaf blowers are heard from 8 in the morning until 7pm at night 6 days a week. 

Also, there are times when men are working side-by-side, both with leaf blowers, that creates the sound equal to a 

jet passing overhead.  

This is a misuse of leaf blowers. I’ve read manufacturer instructions that state there must be a least a 50 foot 

distance between individuals using leaf blowers. And I would say that that is too close based on having been 

blasted with sound from these machines.  

 

Then there is the air pollution. These machines blow dirt and dust up into the air and blow air great distances. I’ve 

seen men use leaf blowers in such a way that dust is not only being blown 10 feet up into the air, but as far as one 

full block away. One cannot escape this pollution even after the leaf blowers are turned off. 

 

These leaf blowers are used even when THERE ARE NO LEAVES ON THE GROUND.  They are used to bring the 

streets to a level of cleanliness that a production crew would demand on a set. That is not the level of clean 

needed on a daily basis. I have seen leaf blowers used to clean up the dust and cigarettes butts on a street.  This is 

when a broom would be more appropriate to use. 

 

Other communities have banned them, as they should be banned. But at least consider making laws that limit their 

use. 

 

Only during the weeks when leaves drop. 

Used properly so that only one leaf blower is in use within a two block area. 

Shorten the hours of use from 9 to 5. 

 

Thank you for considering my view as you meet today. 

 

Sincerely, 

Claire Hassid 



204-05 43 Avenue 

Bayside, NY  11361-2617 

June 26, 2016 

 

To the New York City Council: 

    My name is Henry Euler.   I am the First Vice President of the 

Auburndale Improvement Association, Inc.  We have a 

membership of over 500 families from the Auburndale 

Flushing and western Bayside communities.  I am also the 

Environment Committee Chair of Queens Community Board 

11.   I am unable to appear at the hearings regarding Intros. 59, 

186 and 745, however, I wish to send in this written testimony 

in favor of all three bills.  The testimony represents my own 

views.  

    I support Intro. 59, which would regulate the noise levels of 

lawn leaf blowers.  These devices, mostly used by professional 

landscape companies, are currently much too loud.  Sometimes 

they are heard early in the morning, especially on weekends.  

They produce large amounts of dust, which can contain 

pesticide residues and fecal matter.  These factors have a 

negative impact on public health and quality of life.  Intro. 59 

addresses some of these concerns and I support its passage. 

    The other two bills also address noise pollution.  Intro. 186 

would put some constraints on noise such as loud music 

produced by commercial establishments, and Intro. 745 would 

address noise produced by mobile sources such as ice cream 

trucks.   I support both measures and hope that the City 

Council will pass all three bills. 

 

Henry Euler 



Communities of Maspeth Elmhurst Together, lnc.

Po Box r*;';',*Iln, NY 11378
Email:roedaraio@gmail.com Phone:718-803-1265

June 23, 2016

RE: Testimony - lntro 745

We are pleased that the City Council is considering legislation that would curtail ice cream trucks
and any other food vending vehicles that emanates music from operating between the hours of 9:00 pm

to 9:00 am.

Over the years we have received numerous complaints from residents about ice cream trucks
playing their jingles so loud that the music can be heard from blocks away. When the truck stops at a

corner for an extended period of time the music continues to play.

The noise wakes up infants and is a distraction forthose who wish to relax aftera hard day's
work.

We are hopefulyou will implement this legislation and help make our communities a quieter
place in which to live.

Rosemarie Daraio, President
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With respect to the overall issue of noise pollution, I request that consideration also be 
given to noise pollution from airplanes.  
  
I am a single-family homeowner in Bayside, Queens, where we are now in our fourth 
straight year of abusive levels of noise from low-flying jetliners out of LaGuardia. This is 
because of the FAA "NextGen" project.  
  
I am a longtime New Yorker - raised in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, went to Brooklyn Tech, 
later lived in Manhattan while at Columbia grad school, and moved with my wife and 
children to Bayside, Queens, in 1980. I have family and friends in the Bronx and Staten 
Island. I was a news reporter for many years and covered "Room 9" at City Hall during 
the Lindsay years.   
  
So I know NY!  
  
This level of noise from aircraft is hard to take. The noise starts at 6 AM on many 
mornings and continues at ear-splitting levels through the day and into the night. I 
cannot hear on the telephone, cannot hear the doorbell, etc. I now wear a hearing aid 
(cost: $5,000).  
  
Other medical consequences are well documented  - see the Harvard School of Public 
Health study of 2013 on heart attacks, and the 2015 study by NYU Medical/Langone on 
strokes. As it happens, I have had a heart attack.  
  
I hope you will consider a new NYC Noise Code that takes into account the increased 
noise from airplanes. A resolution from the Council that puts the spotlight on this issue 
will be read by every aircraft manufacturer in the world, and by local governments 
everywhere.  
  
As a target: noise threshold should be 55 DNL, down from 65 DNL.  
  
That would solve the problem! 
  
  
Yours truly 
  
Peter Rutledge 
Bayside 
 



My area of Flushing, near downtown, which is already inundated with noise pollution, now has to 

contend with leaf blowers that are used throughout the year in the early morning hours by a 

neighboring building on my block.  They do not even use them to clean up leaves.  Instead, they simply 

transfer litter from the sidewalk to the street.  I have called both 311 and said building's management to 

complain, to no avail.  I am in favor of legislation limiting the use of leaf blowers and finally ridding this 

city of the scourge they have become. 

 

Thanks, 

Susan Carroll 



To the Committee on Environmental Protection and Chair Costa Constantinides 

 

From: Thomas Cronin, 112 Ascan Avenue, Forest Hills, NY 11375 

 

Thank you for providing this forum to voice my concerns regarding the seemingly senseless overuse of 

leaf blowers. This insanity must be stopped. I state the obvious consequences of allowing the overuse of 

these devices to persist: 

-intensely concentrated and long lasting hydrocarbons degrade air quality as these motors have no 

pollution control devices. 

-dramatically elevated pollen levels stimulate well documented allergy responses for many allergy 

sufferers and can induce eye and breathing passage irritation even for those with no history of allergy. 

-fecal materials from pet and wild animal waste become airborne and create additional health 

hazards........who would knowingly inhale fecal particles!!!??? 

-the noise levels are extraordinarily intrusive. If I were to play music in my own yard at the same decibel 

level these machines create, I would anticipate the police would be called upon....that said, why should 

these extremely noisy machines be allowed to compromise my quality of life, year after year, month 

after month, week after week, day after day, often hours after hours. 

 





To Chairman Costa Constantinides and the Committee on Environmental Protection: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to offer testimony regarding the discussion of Int. 59 regarding 
noise regulation for yard cleanup machinery. 
 
While noise pollution from leaf blowers and lawn mowers degrades health and life quality in 
many ways, Int. 59 is seriously flawed in that it overlooks the other major consequences that 
should lead NYC to ban them.  NYC has eliminated incinerators, diesel buses, and dirty boilers 
because they are known to send health-harming soot into the air, causing suffering and raising 
healthcare costs.  For the same reason, diesel leaf blowers and lawn mowers should be 
eliminated, as suggested in Councilmember Daniel Dromm's proposed legislation on this 
subject. 
 
Please refer to the article that I wrote in April of 2008, which I believe is still relevant today.  In 
addition to the yard care machinery consequences that I have described below, also please 
consider that yard workers are the most intensely exposed individuals when it comes to the 
fallout from this diesel-fueled equipment.  One more point is that I often witness yard waste 
being shifted from private property to the public domain in the course of the "cleanup". 
 
I ask the Committee to opt for Councilmember Dromm's stronger proposed legislation to ban 
these diesel machines. 
 
                       Respectfully yours, 
                                                          Alisa O. Eilenberg 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GONE WITH THE WIND:  THE LEAF BLOWER STORY 
                        By Alisa O. Eilenberg 
            Diesel fumes pour in through a kitchen window.  An elderly man walking to the grocery 

encounters noise as loud as a jet engine.  An infant is wheeled through a swath of dust.  Spring is 

here, and diesel-powered leaf blowers have returned to Riverdale. 
            First used to clean sidewalks during California’s water shortage a decade ago, leaf 

blowers soon came to perform numerous yard-care tasks.  Now, opposition to their use is 

growing nationwide. 
            A New Jersey grand jury found that “high velocity air jets whip up dust, causing 

significant health hazards.”   An analysis of the flying dust has revealed allergens, molds, 

pollens, feces, pesticides and toxic metal.  Much of this would otherwise remain dormant or be 

washed away. 
            The Los Angeles American Lung Association reports that a leaf blower produces as 

much pollution in one hour as a car driven one hundred miles.  This pollution is concentrated 

over a small area.  What are the cumulative effects in our community, where many yard 

companies use two to three leaf blowers plus diesel lawn movers all day, most of the year? 
            New York City, and the Bronx in particular, suffers from the highest asthma rates in the 

U.S.  Thousands of children are affected.  Asthma attacks, which can be fatal, are the greatest 

cause of school absenteeism.  Asthma causes 35,000 hospital admissions per year city wide.   
Diesel fuel is a known trigger for asthma.  Older model “two stroke” leaf blower engines 

can exhaust up to 25% raw gasoline, according to the California EPA.  Researchers estimate that 

64,000 deaths per year are caused by particulates in the air.  Those at highest risk are the elderly, 

respiratory disease sufferers, infants and toddlers.  A 1997 government study found that this type 

of pollution is associated with an increased risk of SIDS (sudden infant death syndrome). 
Leaf blower noise is more than an annoyance.  According to OSHA, noise over 90 

decibels exceeds the danger threshold and can seriously impair hearing. Each leaf blower emits 

between 65 and 100 decibels, and they are often used with other loud gardening 

equipment.  Noise raises blood pressure, causes tinnitus, headaches, depression and poor 

concentration.  It promotes the release of stress hormones that accelerate heart disease and aging 

and suppress the immune system. 
A survey by ZAPLA (Zero Air Pollution Los Angeles) concluded that leaf blower use 

from one site can affect 8 to 14 neighboring properties.  Many residents cannot escape the 

intense daytime noise that penetrates closed windows.  This intrusive noise pollution is a 

nuisance. 
Apart from contributing to global warming and air pollution, leaf blowers strip away 

precious topsoil and laboriously-laid mulch that protects plantings and conserves water. 
Momentum is growing to legislate against leaf blower use, and restrictions have been 

imposed in 40 California communities, Chicago, Westchester and New Jersey.  Westchester is 

banning all older leaf blowers lacking stringent pollution controls by January 2009.  Municipal 

parks workers already are using the newer models.  County Executive Andrew Spano estimates 

that this step will reduce harmful emissions by 10 tons per year, helping to comply with Clean 

Air Act requirements.  
Pollution reduction is laudable, but finding alternatives to leaf blowers will prevent other 

types harm they cause. 
Where leaf blower use has been limited or prohibited, residents experience a dramatic 

improvement in the quality of life and renewed pleasure in the summer months.  They can finally 



spend more time outdoors, work at home, cook, think, talk and write more clearly.  A yard can 

be tidy and beautiful without being swept clear of every fallen leaf, petal or speck of dust. 
Homeowners and apartment dwellers alike hold the power and responsibility to advocate 

for safe, quiet yard care.  Rakes, brooms and collection pans are effective, especially in summer 

months when leaf fall is light.  For autumn leaf collection, rolling manual leaf sweepers with 

large removable collection bags are designed to be ten times faster than raking.  They adjust to 

lawns or concrete surfaces and cost about $100.   
Riverdale’s many small lawns don’t need heavy, diesel lawn mowers.  The new light-

weight manual lawnmowers, kept well-sharpened, are effective.  They are easier to move up and 

down steps than the larger machines.  Also, there are rechargeable electric mowers that are 

quieter and cleaner, and are suitable for larger lawns.  When moving, mulching the cuttings or 

using collection bags attached to mowers can reduce the need for raking. 
For those not ready to part with leaf blowers, rechargeable blowers run at low speeds and 

cause less harm.  Concerned neighbors should limit leaf blower and power mower use to one 

machine at a time per household, to reduce the excruciating noise level and pollutant 

concentrations compounded by the simultaneous use of several machines.  
Our local public officials should review the California EPA’s findings on the impact of 

leaf blowers.  All older, inefficient models should be outlawed by New York State and New 

York City, following the lead of Westchester County.  At the least leaf blowers should be banned 

from May to September.  There should be established and enforced noise limits for yard 

equipment based on OSHA standards.  
We should promote safe, quiet and clean alternatives to leaf blower use.  Homeowners 

and coop and condo residents can vote with their pocketbooks and request their gardeners to 

refrain from using noisy, polluting equipment.   
What a golden (and green) business opportunity for yard care companies to move with 

the times and experiment with a new approach, and reduce their use of increasingly expensive 

diesel fuel.  Why not offer quiet services on a trial basis and see what happens?   
Demand for organic food and earth-friendly home maintenance supplies is 

booming.  Now is the time for consumers to call for safe, quiet yard care, and for enterprising 

companies to respond creatively.   
Diesel leaf blowers, and your cousins the diesel lawn mowers, shy don’t you start 

packing up for that well deserved vacation? 
  
 












