














SCHOOL YEAR 
PROGRAMS FOR 
ORGANIZED 
GROUPS
FALL & SPRING: T, W, TH, F

Hudson River Park hosts low-cost 
environmental education programming 
for school groups, using the Hudson River 
waterfront as its classroom. Our programs 
allow students to interact with the River 
and Park through enriching and fun activities 
that will inspire the scientist within each 
of your students!

COST  $200 FEE PER PROGRAM*
Preregistration required. 

NEW! 
JUNIOR 
EXPLORERS
Grades K−1
Bring your youngest students to 
explore the Hudson River! This 
program allows budding scientists 
to investigate various Park animals 
with scientific inquiry and nature-
inspired crafts.

GO FISH!
Grades 2−5
This program introduces students to 
life under the Hudson River through 
hands-on activities including catch and 
release fishing, fish anatomy surveys, 
touch tank discovery and an interactive 
life cycle game. 

BEAKS & 
BOTANICALS
Grades 2−5
Students investigate the Park’s land-
based plants and animals through 
a tree/native plant scavenger hunt, 
bird beak investigation and bird 
migration activity. 

PLANKTON 
ECOLOGY
Grades 6−12
Through a microscopic analysis of 
river water samples, students examine 

plankton. Students then get to apply 
what they’ve learned to design and 
test their own plankton models. 

WATER 
QUALITY 101
Grades 9−12
This program teaches students about 
the Hudson River estuary system 
through collaborative experiments. 
Hands-on activities allow students 
to test the River’s physical and 
chemical properties and analyze 
trends on graphs.

MARITIME 
VOYAGE
Grades 2−12
The West Side waterfront is full of 
historical artifacts and maritime 
stories. Students learn about NYC’s 
rich waterfront history while they tour 
a historic vessel and practice nautical 
skills like knot tying. 

SUMMER PROGRAMS
FOR ORGANIZED 
GROUPS
SUMMER: M, T, W, TH

Enhance your camp with field trips to Hudson River Park!  
Campers can enjoy fishing, science experiments, tree scavenger 
hunts, historic vessel tours and much more. 

COST $200 FEE PER PROGRAM*
Preregistration required. 

ESTUARY 
ADVENTURES
Ages 7−16
Campers have fun outdoors while learning about river 
science and fish biology. This program invites campers 
to practice catch and release fishing and experience 
river critters up close. 

URBAN NATURALIST
Ages 7−16
Grab your magnifying glasses!  Explore the Park’s trees 
and wildlife through educational games that highlight 
plant identification and bird behaviors. 

PLANKTON DISCOVERIES 
Ages 7−16
This program introduces campers to basic marine 
science concepts through one of the River’s smallest 
creatures – plankton. Campers use microscopes and 
learn about food webs.

NAVIGATION & KNOTS
Ages 7−16
Ahoy! This program invites campers to learn about 
NYC’s rich waterfront history aboard a docked 
historic vessel. Interactive lessons teach nautical 
skills like knot tying. 

NEW!
JUNIOR EXPLORERS
Ages 5−8
Bring your youngest campers to explore the Hudson 
River! This program allows budding scientists to 
investigate various Park animals with scientific inquiry 
and nature-inspired crafts.

FOOD WEB FUN 
Grades 2−5
Tiny aquatic creatures known as 
plankton are essential to a healthy 
river and planet. In this program, 
students use microscopes to examine 
live plankton specimens and explore 
the important role of zooplankton 
and phytoplankton in the Hudson 
River food web. 

OUR LIVING 
ESTUARY 
Grades 3−8
This program explores estuary basics 
and investigates the health of the 
Hudson River. Students learn about 
local water conditions by collecting 
water samples and conducting water 
chemistry experiments. 

FISH BIOLOGY
Grades 6−12
Students learn about fish biology 
and anatomy topics through an 
engaging fish dissection and catch 
and release fishing. 

URBAN 
FORESTRY LAB 
Grades 6−12 
This program focuses on the benefits 
of Hudson River Park’s trees 
by measuring and discussing 
ecosystem services. Students also 
learn basics of composting that 
keeps park trees healthy. C
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School Year Programs are made possible by support 
from The Philip & Janice Levin Foundation

Program components align with 
Common Core and NGSS education 
standards. Visit hudsoriverpark.org for 
more information.



NEW!
SENIOR  
FISHING FREE 
Drop in a line and relax by the 
beautiful Park waterfront. Older adults 
are invited to try their luck at catch 
and release fishing. 

JUNE 16–AUG 25: THURSDAYS, 2–3PM
Pier 63 At W23 St.

POP UP                      
MAKER  
SPACE FREE 
Calling all Makers! Join us at our 
outdoor Maker Space for weekly 
workshops challenging participants to 
design and construct solutions to real-
world problems. Come tinker, test and 
learn in Hudson River Park. 

JULY 3–AUG 21:  SUNDAYS, 4:30–6PM 
Pier 84 at W44 St.

JULY 7–AUG 25: THURSDAYS, 5–7PM
Pier 25 at N. Moore St. 
Preregistration recommended at 
hudsonriverpark.eventbrite.com

HUDSON  
RIVER NATURE 
WALK FREE
Learn about Hudson River Park’s 
wildlife by joining knowledgeable 
naturalists on guided nature walks 
along the Park’s esplanade. 

JUNE 5–SEPT 25:  SUNDAYS, 9–10AM
Meet at the Christopher St. Fountain 

Preregistration recommended at 
hudsonriverpark.eventbrite.com

PUBLIC 
PROGRAMS
in programs for everyone to enjoy!  From 
fishing to nature walks and much more, 
these programs invite the general public 
to connect with the Park and River through 
enriching and relaxing outdoor fun.

BIG CITY  
FISHING FREE
Adults and kids aged 5+ learn how 
to fish while engaging with trained 
environmental educators about river 
science topics. 

JUNE 5–SEPT 18: SUNDAYS, 12–4PM 
Pier 25 at N. Moore St. 

JULY 3–AUG 21: SUNDAYS, 12–4PM
Pier 46 at Charles St. 
Pier 84 at W44 St.

JULY 11–AUG 22: MONDAYS, 5–7:30PM
Pier 25 at N. Moore St. 

JULY 6 & AUG 24:  
WEDNESDAYS, 5–7:30PM 
Pier 46 at Charles St. 
No programs on July 4th

NEW!
SHELL-EBRATE 
OYSTERS! FREE
Oysters filter water, engineer reef 
habitat, and stabilize shorelines. Work 

and learn how these bivalves benefit 
the health of the River. 

JULY 3–AUG 21:  SUNDAYS, 4:30–6PM
Pier 25 at N. Moore St. 

Preregistration recommended at 
hudsonriverpark.eventbrite.comP
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NEW!
SUNSET
PARK CRUISE
June 15 & Aug 15
Join Hudson River Park and the American Institute of 
Architects New York Chapter aboard a 1920’s style yacht 
for a special Park tour. Learn about the planning, design 
and history of Hudson River Park from experts while 
enjoying beautiful NYC views from the water. Each ticket 
includes one complimentary drink.

TWO TOURS OFFERED Wed, June 15 & Mon, Aug 15
6−7:30pm at Pier 62, cross at W23 St.
TICKETS hudsonriverpark.org
ADULTS $48
STUDENTS $32
SPECIAL RATE EXCLUSIVELY FOR CURRENT FRIENDS OF 
HUDSON RIVER PARK CARDHOLDERS  $32

11am−4pm 
Pier 26 at N. Moore St.

Hudson River Park Trust and the New 
York Hall of Science present SUBMERGE, 
a science festival celebrating NYC’s 
coastal waters. Join us for free hands-
on marine science activities, live music, 
presentations by noted scientists, citizen 
science, kayaking, fishing and more!

 

RIVER  
RANGER CLUB
Each week, kids ages 5-9 explore the 
wonders of the Hudson River ecosystem 
through hand-on lessons and live 
animals. Children learn about important 
Hudson River wildlife, such as seahorses 
and crabs, through discovery-based 
science experiments and nature-
inspired crafts. 

JULY 11–AUG 29: MONDAYS, 2:30–3:30PM 
Pier 25 at N. Moore St.

JULY 7–AUG 25: THURSDAYS, 1–2PM
Pier 46 Upland at Charles St. 

Registration required at 
hudsonriverpark.eventbrite.com 

COST FOR 8 PROGRAMS $120
SPECIAL RATE EXCLUSIVELY FOR CURRENT 
FRIENDS OF HUDSON RIVER PARK 
CARDHOLDERS  $90

WATERFRONT 
WALKING TOUR
Discover NYC’s dynamic waterfront 
history through a guided walking 
tour led by a local historian. The tour 
concludes at the Frying Pan restaurant 
where participants can enjoy a drink 
and a narrated tour of the historic 
lightship.

TWO TOURS OFFERED 
Tues, June 21 & Tues, Aug 2
6:30−7:30pm at Pier 62 
Cross at W23 St.

COST $15 includes one 
complementary drink aboard 
the Frying Pan

To sign up, go to 
brooklynbrainery.com/courses



 
Council Member Margaret Chin 
250 Broadway  
Suite 1882  
New York, NY 10007 
 
March 16, 2016 
 
Re:    Letter of Support for Hudson River Park Trust’s Funding Application for 

Environmental Education Programming  
 
Dear Council Member Chin: 
 
This letter of support is in regards to Hudson River Park Trust’s proposed application for NYC 
City Council expense discretionary funds to support environmental education and programs in 
Hudson River Park.   
 
Lower Manhattan Community Middle School is a small public middle school serving grades six 
through eight. We believe that students should have a wide variety of excellent educational 
experiences, including field trip opportunities. At Lower Manhattan Community Middle School, 
we get to know our students and we give them what they need to be successful. We hold this 
belief for all students, regardless of whether they excel academically or they need support. We 
also believe students learn best when they are provided with real world opportunities to learn by 
engaging in inquiry, research and reflection.  It is this real world connection that makes our 
relationship with Hudson River Park meaningful. 
 
Hudson River Park is a short trip from our school campus, and therefore a green space that many 
of our students use. Over the past couple of seasons, several of our classes have worked 
alongside Park staff on volunteer projects, as part of our community service days. Our students 
have taken on the role of “River Stewards” – a group of individuals caring for and looking after 
the Hudson River through these projects. These students not only had the opportunity to learn 
valuable skills but also make a positive impact by improving habitat in the Park.  
 
In conclusion, I wholly support Hudson River Park’s continued efforts to educate students about 
the Hudson River. Park programming continues to enhance our students’ experience and 
empowers their learning experiences of the local environment.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Diane Pflug 
7th Grade Science Teacher 
MfA Master Teacher 
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Council Member Corey Johnson 
224 West 30th St (Suite 1206)  
New York, NY 10001 
 
March 8, 2016 
 
Re:    Letter of Support for Hudson River Park Trust’s Funding Application for 

Environmental Education Programming  
 
Dear Council Member Johnson: 
 
This support letter is on behalf of Hudson River Park’s application for funding of their 
environmental education programs. I am writing on behalf of Hudson River Community 
Sailing in support of the Park’s efforts to continue educating students and the general public 
about the Hudson River. 
 
Hudson River Community Sailing, a tenant of Hudson River Park’s Pier 66 boathouse, was 
founded in 2007 to serve the urban community. We partner with public schools to develop 
leadership and academic success in underserved New York City youth through sailing 
education. We also serve the broader community through affordable marine education and 
recreation for individuals, groups, schools, businesses, and families. Each season, 
thousands of people from across the world come to Pier 66 to sail with us. Working on and 
in the river I have a unique appreciation for the importance of the Hudson Estuary as a vital 
natural resource.  
 
Hudson River Park’s educational programs align with our core values regarding the Hudson 
River estuary. Their informative and engaging educational programs benefit students from 
all five boroughs and the community at large. I wholly support the Park’s application for 
City Council Expense Discretionary funds. I sincerely hope that requested funds will be 
awarded so that the millions who visit the Park each year can enjoy new ways to engage 
with and learn about the Hudson River estuary with hands-on educational programs. 
	
  
Sincerely,	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
Robert	
  Burke	
  
Executive	
  Director	
  



 

Testimony of Brooklyn Borough President Eric L. Adams 

 

New York City Council Committee on Parks and Recreation 

Jointly with the Committee on Finance 

 

 Council Chambers – City Hall 

 

Friday, May 20, 2016 

 

Good morning New York City Council Committee on Parks and Recreation Chair Mark Levine, 

as well as Council Committee on Finance Chair Julissa Ferreras-Copeland, and to all the council 

members of both committees. Thank you for the opportunity to testify at today’s executive 

budget hearing on New York City Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR). 

 

Brooklyn is home to more than 550 Parks properties, which include close to 4,800 acres of land. 

However, much of that land is underutilized, understaffed, and underdeveloped as park space. I 

am here to advocate for increased capital funding to DPR’s budget for the creation of new parks. 

Brooklyn is home to more than 2.6 million people, and communities in heavily-populated north 

and central Brooklyn, such as Crown Heights, East Flatbush, and Williamsburg, are starved for 

open space, and underserved Brooklynites who live throughout that zone in Bedford-Stuyvesant, 

Brownsville, Bushwick, and East New York have limited access to neighborhood amenities. As a 

result, these populations suffer from quality of life issues such as depression, obesity, violence, 

and other devastating ailments that can be attributed to a dearth of open space. 

 

This is why I have tapped into all the tools in my toolbox to address parks inequity. I have used 

my capital budget to ensure that improvements to our parks and our open spaces are made across 

the borough in an equitable fashion; I have issued innovative recommendations in my Uniform 

Land Use Review Procedures (ULURP) to direct new tax revenue from developments to 

purchase parkland such as Bushwick Inlet Park, and I have advocated for investment in parks 

with my colleagues in government as well as empowered civic groups through small 

discretionary grants to improve caretaking of parks through community action. 

 

However, collectively, New York City must do better to address park inequity through the Parks 

budget and direct attention and focus to the creation of open space in New York City, 

particularly in the borough of Brooklyn. As our population grows, open space to congregate, as 

well as to recreate, and invigorate, needs to grow as well. 

 



Brooklyn is facing an open space crisis and while Mayor de Blasio has set an ambitious agenda 

of creating more parks in New York City through the Community Parks Initiative, we need to 

recognize that open space is not a luxury for the few; it is a necessary component of a 

community that fosters healthy children and families. It does not matter if you are young or old, 

if you are rich or poor — our parks bring together Brooklynites of every age, race, and income 

level.  

  

I am committed to improving local parks in dense and growing neighborhoods that have not seen 

significant capital investments, but it is impossible to do so with capital allocations from elected 

officials alone. DPR is reliant upon capital for the majority of its projects on piecemeal 

discretionary allocations from City Council members and borough presidents. Cobbling together 

allocations over multiple fiscal years from different elected officials is inefficient and leads to 

inequitable results. 

 

This strategy was made even more difficult this year as a result of the unprecedented cut of the 

borough presidents’ section 249 capital program. I echo the call of advocates to increase 

investment in DPR’s capital budget by $310 million for land acquisition, infrastructure 

improvements to Green Thumb gardens, and discretionary capital investment for the agency. 

This substantial investment will allow more efficient planning, improve the turnaround time for 

implementation of capital projects, and improve the quality of life of millions of our residents. 
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