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INTRODUCTION


On April 6, 2016, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member Ydanis Rodriguez, held a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 658-A, a Local Law in relation to requiring information security and use of personal information policies for services licensed by taxi and limousine commission; Proposed Int. No. 1080-A, a Local Law in relation to fare quotes for black car and luxury limousine service; Proposed Int. No. 1092-A, a Local Law in relation to the retirement of black cars; Proposed Int. No. 1095-A, a Local Law in relation to a universal driver’s license for taxicab and for-hire vehicle drivers; and Proposed Int. No. 1096-A, a Local Law in relation to increasing penalties for accepting a passenger by street hail from a location where street hails are not permitted. At the first hearing on these bills on February 29, 2016, Committee heard testimony from the New York City Taxi and Limousine Commission (TLC) and other interested stakeholders. 

BACKGROUND

Information Security in the For-Hire-Vehicle Industry

Much of the recent growth in the for-hire vehicle (FHV) sector—the number of licensed FHVs has grown from 39,708 to 66,604 since 2011—is due to the popularity of services available through mobile devices.
 Advances in smartphone technology and the development of the so-called “sharing economy” linking consumers to peers providing a service, such as transportation or lodging, resulted in a new model of non-professional drivers offering passengers transportation in their own vehicle, often known as ridesharing.
 The City’s comprehensive regulatory scheme for taxis and FHVs generally prohibits traditional ridesharing, as the City requires drivers to have a TLC license, be affiliated with a base station, receive regular drug testing, and pass a background check.
 Further, vehicles used for such services must be inspected and adhere to certain safety requirements.
 As a result, companies that may operate a ridesharing service in other jurisdictions function as more traditional transportation companies in New York City. 

There are now more than 75 apps offering for-hire transportation in New York City—ranging from large, international corporations such as Uber, Lyft, and Gett, to smaller, locally-based companies.
 As the popularity of apps grows, so does the amount of personal and financial information collected by such providers. One concern that has emerged surrounds the ability of apps to view and monitor the movements of its customers. In one widely noted incident, a journalist accused an Uber employee of tracking her using a tool known as “God View,” in violation of the company’s own policy.
 Shortly thereafter, the company announced that it retained a law firm to conduct a review of the company’s use of passenger data and issues related to privacy.
 In January 2016, New York State Attorney General Eric Schneiderman announced a settlement with Uber requiring the company to “encrypt rider geo-location information, adopt multi-factor authentication that would be required before any employee could access especially sensitive rider personal information,” and pay a $20,000 penalty for failure to provide timely notice to drivers and the Attorney General’s office regarding a data breach during which driver names and license numbers were accessed by an unauthorized third party.
 Notably, the settlement only applies to Uber and does not impact the practices of the dozens of other apps offering private transportation services in New York City.
In June 2015, the TLC passed rules requiring apps that dispatch vehicles to obtain a base license or contract with an existing base.
 Those seeking a dispatch service provider license must submit a “current detailed” privacy and security policies “meeting industry best practices.”
 “Industry best practices” is not further defined in the rules. If a provider is required to disclose a security breach under State or Federal law, they must also notify the TLC immediately after the required disclosure.
 Providers that accept credit or debit card payments must comply with Payment Card Industry (PCI) standards, which are designed to reduce fraud.
  The use of practices involving the tracking or monitoring of passengers without their permission are not explicitly addressed by TLC rules.

State law requires that all businesses in New York owning or licensing computerized data containing personal information disclose breaches to State residents.
 However, this law merely applies to the disclosure of breaches and does not address how a company may store or use personal information collected from its customers. Int. No. 658-A requires all entities licensed by the TLC to protect passenger information—including names and addresses, credit card information, and any GPS data collected while you are traveling in a TLC-licensed vehicle—and to only use that information for purposes the passenger has authorized. Those who misuse personal informational information would be subject to a penalty of $1,000 per violation.
Fare Quote Requirements in the FHV Industry

Requirements relating to rates charged by FHVs differ by service classification. The TLC requires all livery bases, regardless of how the base is contacted, to provide any passenger who contacts a base requesting a trip to a specific destination with “an accurate and binding price quote” and honor that quote if the passenger elects to take the trip.
 
Standard rates charged by black cars and luxury limousines, on the other hand, are monitored by the TLC through the submission of a “rate of fare book” submitted by base stations, which lists the base’s current rate and states whether such rate is structured through zones or a listing of possible destinations and corresponding fares; such services are not required to provide binding fare quotes to passengers.
 App-based vehicle services such as Uber and Lyft, which generally operate as black cars, are known to at times use dynamic pricing, a practice of instituting higher rates during times of peak demand, such as during inclement weather and on holidays.
 Uber’s dynamic pricing model is known as “surge pricing.”
 If variable pricing is in effect, black car and luxury limousine bases dispatching via an app must allow passengers to request an estimate of the total fare.

As black car services continue to dominate the market, more rides are being provided without the more rigid pricing structures used by taxis and liveries, potentially leaving consumers with less knowledge and a diminished ability to make an educated choice. Proposed Int. No. 1080-A would require that black car and luxury limousine services provide an accurate fare estimate, adopting a scheme similar to that used in Chicago. Under Chicago law, dispatch apps:

· Must provide notice that increased price multipliers are in effect;

· Must provide an option to get a “reasonable fare estimate” in dollars plus disclose the multiplier;

· Cannot charge over 20% of the estimate; and

· Require the customer to agree to the estimate or affirmative decline the option.

Int. No. 1080-A builds upon the Chicago model, existing local rules which require apps to notify customers that price multipliers are in effect, and the disclosure system currently utilized by many apps by allowing riders to receive an accurate price estimate and requiring that the actual fare charged not be more than 20% higher than the estimate. If the price is given as a range, the high-end of the range could not be more than 50% higher than the low-end. Services covered under the bill would also be required to inform passengers of their right to an accurate fare estimate.
Driver Licensing in the Taxi and FHV Industries

Currently, there are two separate licenses for taxi and FHV drivers.
 The Administrative Code provides for separate taxicab and FHV driver’s licenses, but does not delineate separate requirements for such licenses.
 TLC rules require than an applicant for a taxicab driver’s license “be able to speak, read, write and understand the English language” and “pass a test approved by the Commission.”
 In contrast, FHV driver’s license applicants are merely required to “[s]peak and [u]nderstand English.”
 Int. No. 1095-A would create a universal license for taxicab and FHV drivers and require that license applicants be able to speak and understand English, but that language proficiency not be assessed through a written exam. The bill would not impose any additional training or examination requirements on applicants for universal license. 
Vehicle Retirement Rules in the FHV Industry
While livery vehicles are not subject to any mandatory vehicle retirement rules, in 2008 the TLC instituted vehicle retirement requirements for black cars, “with the purpose of improving vehicle quality and service.”
 The rules required black cars to be retired no later than the expiration of the owner’s FHV license or after the vehicle had turned six model years old. In April 2015, the TLC passed rules that relaxed retirement standards and provided for a seven-year retirement requirement for black cars model year 2012 and older as well as a full repeal of retirement requirements for vehicles model year 2013 and newer.
 In announcing the proposed rules, the TLC argued that strict retirement standards were no longer needed as there is significant choice in the black car market, stating that “applying a single vehicle retirement schedule for all companies is unnecessary due to existing market incentives to replace vehicles at a rate which satisfies customer demand.”
 Int. No. 1092-A would no longer subject black cars to any retirement requirements so long as the vehicle passes all required inspections.  
Illegal Street Hails

Yellow medallion taxis and green Street Hail Liveries (“SHLs” or “boro taxis”) are the only vehicles allowed to pick up street hails in the five boroughs of New York City, except that SHLs cannot pick up street hails in the “exclusionary zone” (below East 96th and West 110th Streets in Manhattan as well as JFK and LaGuardia airports). Currently, drivers accepting illegal hails face penalties of $500 for a first offense, $1,500 for a second offense within 24 months, and revocation upon a third offense with 36 months.
 Int. No. 1096-A would increase penalties for illegal street hails that occur at the City’s airports, in Manhattan south of East 96th Street and West 110th Street, and any areas designated by the TLC to $2,000 for a first offense, $4,000 for a second offense within 24 months, and $10,000 for a third offense within 120 months.

ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 658-A
Section one of Int. No. 658-A would amend section 19-502 of the Administrative Code (the Code). The new section would define these terms as follows:

· “Breach of the security” would be defined as in New York State General Business Law § 899-aa. That section defines the term as “the unauthorized acquisition or acquisition without valid authorization of computerized data that compromises the security, confidentiality, or integrity of personal information maintained by a business. Good faith acquisition of personal information by an employee or agent of the business for the purposes of the business is not a breach of the security of the system, provided that the private information is not used or subject to unauthorized disclosure. In determining whether information has been acquired, or is reasonably believed to have been acquired, by an unauthorized person or a person without valid authorization, such business may consider the following factors, among others: (1) indications that the information is in the physical possession and control of an unauthorized person, such as a lost or stolen computer or other device containing information; or (2) indications that the information has been downloaded or copied; or (3) indications that the information was used by an unauthorized person, such as fraudulent accounts opened or instances of identity theft reported.” 
· “Personal information” would be defined as in New York State General Business Law § 899-aa. That section defines the term as “any information concerning a natural person which, because of name, number, personal mark, or other identifier, can be used to identify such natural person.”
· “Passenger geolocation information” would mean information concerning the location of a wireless communication device that, in whole or in part, is generated by or derived from the operation of such device and that could be used to determine or infer information regarding the present, prospective, or historical location of an individual.
Section two would add a new section 19-546 to the Code regarding information security and use of personal information. All entities licensed by the TLC, or authorized by the TLC to provide services licensed by the TLC, that collect or maintain passenger personal information or passenger geolocation information would be required to file an information security and use of personal information policy with the TLC. The policy would have to include, at a minimum, the following elements: 

· a statement of internal access policies relating to passenger and driver personal information for employees, contractors, and third party access, if applicable; 

· a statement that, except to the extent necessary to provide credit, debit, and prepaid card services and services for any application that provides for electronic payment, personal information will only be collected and used with such passenger’s affirmative express consent and that such personal information will not be used, shared, or disclosed, except for lawful purposes; 

· procedures for notifying the TLC and affected parties of any breach of the security of the system; 

· a statement that any credit, debit, or prepaid card information collected by the entity or a credit, debit, or prepaid card services provider is processed by the entity or such provider in compliance with applicable payment card industry standards;

· a statement of the entity’s policies regarding the use of passenger geolocation information, which must include, at a minimum, a prohibition on the use, monitoring, or disclosure of trip information, including the date, time, pick-up location, drop-off location, and real-time vehicle location and any retained vehicle location records, without such passenger's affirmative express consent; and 

· and other provisions related to the protection of passenger or driver information that the TLC may require by rule.

All covered entities would be required comply with the requirements of the information security and use of personal information policy. Any entity that does not file a policy or violates the policy would be subject to a civil penalty of $1,000 per offense. 
Section three of the proposed legislation states that the local law would take effect 120 days after its enactment, except that TLC would be required to take all necessary action, including the promulgation of rules, prior to that effective date.
ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 1080-A
Section one of Int. No. 1080 would amend Section 19-502 of the Code by adding a new subdivision z. The new subdivision would define “dispatch service provider” to mean an entity licensed by TLC to dispatch, reserve, or refer trips to drivers on behalf of a base station, black car base, or luxury limousine base through a publicly-available, passenger-facing booking tool.
Section two would add a new section 19-545 to the Code. Subdivision a of the new section would prohibit any black car base or luxury limousine base, or a dispatch service provider operating on behalf of such a base (covered services), from quoting or charging a fare that is more than the fare listed in the rate schedule filed with TLC. Paragraph one of subdivision b would require that any website, smartphone application, software program accessed through an electronic device, or similar publically-available, passenger-facing booking tool utilized by a covered service allow prospective passengers to request a fare estimate prior to booking transportation. This requirement would not apply to service provided as part of “line work,” a pre-arranged service provided pursuant to a contract with a black car base in which the dispatch and passenger assignment are completed at the point of pick up by an employee or contractor of either the black car base or the contracting party. Paragraph two would require the covered services to inform passengers of their right to an accurate fare estimate when the law takes effect.
Subdivision c would require that, if a passenger requests a fare estimate, the covered service must ask for a destination and provide an accurate price quote. The covered service would be prohibited from charging the passenger more than 120% of the price quoted unless the passenger changes the location of the pick-up, destination, number of stops, or the vehicle type requested or requests a route change requiring the payment of a toll. The price quote could be expressed in a range in dollars and cents, provided that the high-end of the price range not be more than 150% of the low-end. The price charged could not be more than 120% of the high-end of the range. 
Subdivision d would provide that any covered service in violation of the new section would be subject to a civil penalty of between $250 and $500 for each offense. However, if a customer is overcharged, requests that the fare be corrected, and receives a refund within 10 business days, the covered service would not be in violation.
Section three of the proposed legislation states that the local law would take effect 120 days after its enactment, except that TLC would be required to take all necessary action, including the promulgation of rules, prior to that effective date.
ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 1092-A
Section one of Int. No. 1092-A would add a new section 19-544 to the Code. The new section would state that no black car would be subject to retirement from service as long as it passes all required inspections.
Section two of the proposed legislation states that the local law would take effect immediately.
ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 1095-A
Section one of Int. No. 1095-A would amend subdivision a of Section 19-505. The amended subdivision would add “universal license” to the types of driver licenses authorized to allow someone to operate a taxi or FHV, stipulate that someone with a universal license is allowed to operate both a taxi and an FHV, and prohibit TLC from issuing separate taxi and FHV driver licenses. Existing taxi and FHV driver’s licenses would be deemed to be universal licenses. 
Section two would amend section 19-505 by adding a new subdivision r. The new subdivision would require that any procedures established by the TLC to determine the ability of an applicant for a universal driver’s license to speak and understand English not include a written examination.
Sections three through twelve would remove references to separate taxi and FHV driver licenses from various sections of the Code. 

Section thirteen of the proposed legislation states that the local law would take effect 120 days after its enactment, except that TLC would be required to take all necessary action, including the promulgation of rules, prior to such effective date.
ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 1096-A
Section one of Int. No. 1096-A would amend paragraph one of subdivision b of section 19-507 of the Code to provide for increased penalties for illegal street hails. Any driver found to have picked up an illegal street hail would be liable for a fine of $2,000 for the first offense, $4,000 for a second offense within two years, and $10,000 for a third or subsequent offense within 10 years. These penalties would apply to illegal street hail that occur at airports, the area of Manhattan south of East 96th Street and West 110th Street, or other areas identified by the TLC by rule. In addition, section one would make technical, formatting edits throughout the paragraph.  
Section two of the proposed legislation states that the local law would take 90 days after it becomes law.
UPDATE

On April 6, 2016, the Committee on Transportation passed Int. No. 658-A, Int. No. 1080-A, Int. No. 1092-A, and Int. No. 1096-A by a vote of ten in the affirmative and zero in the negative, with zero abstentions, and passed Int. No. 1095-A by a vote of nine in the affirmative, one in the negative, with zero abstentions. 
 Int. No. 658-A

By Council Members Garodnick, Rodriguez, Chin, Constantinides, Rose, Espinal, Williams, Cabrera, Mendez, Rosenthal and Menchaca

A LOCAL LAW

 

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring information security and use of personal information policies for services licensed by taxi and limousine commission
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Section 19-502 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding new subdivisions aa, bb, and cc to read as follows:

aa. “Breach of the security of the system” has the same meaning as in paragraph c of subdivision 1 of section 899-aa of the general business law.

bb. “Personal information” has the same meaning as in paragraph a of subdivision 1 of section 899-aa of the general business law and includes such information pertaining to passengers and drivers. 

cc. “Passenger geolocation information” means information concerning the location of a wireless communication device that, in whole or in part, is generated by or derived from the operation of such device and that could be used to determine or infer information regarding the present, prospective, or historical location of an individual.
§ 2. Chapter 5 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-546 to read as follows:
§ 19-546 Information security and use of personal information. a. All entities licensed by the commission, or authorized by the commission to provide services regulated by the commission, that collect or maintain passenger personal information or passenger geolocation information shall file with the commission an information security and use of personal information policy. Any policy filed pursuant to this section must include, at a minimum, the following provisions: 

(i) a statement of internal access policies relating to passenger and driver personal information for employees, contractors, and third party access, if applicable; 

(ii) a statement that, except to the extent necessary to provide credit, debit, and prepaid card services and services for any application that provides for electronic payment, personal information will only be collected and used with such passenger’s affirmative express consent and that such personal information will not be used, shared, or disclosed, except for lawful purposes; 

(iii) procedures for notifying the commission and affected parties of any breach of the security of the system, pursuant to section 899-aa of the general business law; 

(iv) a statement that any credit, debit, or prepaid card information collected by the entity or a credit, debit, or prepaid card services provider is processed by the entity or such provider in compliance with applicable payment card industry standards;

(v) a statement of the entity’s policies regarding the use of passenger geolocation information, which must include, at a minimum, a prohibition on the use, monitoring, or disclosure of trip information, including the date, time, pick-up location, drop-off location, and real-time vehicle location and any retained vehicle location records, without such passenger's affirmative express consent; and 

(vi) and other provisions related to the protection of passenger or driver information that the commission may require by rule.

b. Any entity that files an information security and use of personal information policy pursuant to subdivision a of this section shall comply with the terms of such policy.

c. Any entity that has been found to have violated subdivisions a or b of this section shall be subject to a civil penalty of $1,000 for each offense. 

§ 3. This local law shall take effect 120 days after its enactment into law, except that the Taxi and Limousine Commission shall take all necessary action, including the promulgation of rules, prior to such effective date.

KET 3/30/16 8:14PM

LS 3441/2014

Int. No. 1080-A

 
By The Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito) and Council Members Garodnick, Rodriguez, Torres and Menchaca
 
A LOCAL LAW
 
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to fare quotes for black car and luxury limousine service
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 

Section 1. Section 19-502 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new subdivision z to read as follows:
z. “Dispatch service provider” means an entity licensed by the commission to dispatch, reserve, or refer trips to drivers on behalf of a base station, black car base, or luxury limousine base through a publicly-available, passenger-facing booking tool.
§ 2. Chapter 5 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-545 to read as follows:
§ 19-545 Fare quotes. a. A black car base or luxury limousine base, or a dispatch service provider operating on behalf of such a base, shall not quote or charge a fare that is more than the fare listed in the rate schedule filed with the commission.
b. 1. Any website, smartphone application, software program accessed through an electronic device, or similar publicly-available, passenger-facing booking tool utilized by a black car base or luxury limousine base, or dispatch service provider operating on behalf of such a base, shall allow prospective passengers to request a fare quote prior to booking transportation; provided, however, that this subdivision shall not apply to trips that are the result of line work. For purposes of this section, “line work” means a type of pre-arranged service provided pursuant to a contract with a black car base in which the dispatch and passenger assignment are completed at the point of pick up by an employee or contractor of either the black car base or the contracting party.
2. Any black car base or luxury limousine base, or dispatch service provider operating on behalf of such a base, that utilizes a booking website, smartphone application, software program accessed through an electronic device, or similar publicly-available, passenger-facing booking tool shall issue a one-time notification to any prospective passengers that accesses such booking website, smartphone application, software program accessed through an electronic device, or similar publicly-available, passenger-facing booking tool of their right to a fare quote pursuant to subdivisions b and c of this section through such website, smartphone application, software program accessed through an electronic device, or similar publicly-available, passenger-facing booking tool, or by electronic mail or text message. 
c. 1. If a prospective passenger requests a fare quote, a black car base or luxury limousine base, or dispatch service provider operating on behalf of such a base, such base or entity shall ask such passenger to specify a destination and shall provide an accurate fare quote expressed in dollars and cents for the trip before such passenger books transportation. If such passenger agrees to receive such transportation, such base or entity shall not charge such passenger a fare that is more than 120 percent of the price quoted unless such passenger takes any action to alter the estimated route, including, but not limited to, changing the location of the pick-up, destination, number of stops, or the vehicle type requested, or requests a route change requiring the payment of a toll. Such price quote may be expressed in a range in dollars and cents, provided that the fare charged is not more than 120 percent of the highest price included in such range. 
2. If a fare quote is expressed in a range, the higher price in such range shall not be more than 150 percent of such lower price and the fare charged shall not be more than 120 of such higher price. Such higher price may be rounded to the nearest whole number; provided, however, that the price charged pursuant to paragraph 1 of subdivision c shall not be based upon a rounded price. 

d. Any black car base or luxury limousine base, or dispatch service provider operating on behalf of such a base, that has been found to have violated any provision of this section shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less than $250 nor more than $500 for each offense; provided, however, that if a passenger was charged a fare in violation of paragraph 1 of subdivision c of this section and requests that such base or entity bring the fare into compliance with such paragraph, such base or entity shall not be in violation of such paragraph if such passenger is refunded the amount of the overcharge within 10 business days of such request.
§ 3. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law, except that the Taxi and Limousine Commission shall take such actions as are necessary for the implementation of this local law, including the promulgation of rules, prior to such date.
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LS 3871/2015, 3944/2015, 4111/2015, 4241/2015, 7263/2016
Int. No. 1092-A

 By Council Members Lancman, Menchaca, Constantinides and Van Bramer
A LOCAL LAW

 

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the retirement of black cars
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1.  Chapter 5 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-544 to read as follows:

§ 19-544 Vehicle retirement. No black car shall be subject to retirement from service so long as such vehicle passes all inspections required pursuant to the vehicle and traffic law, this code, or any rules promulgated by the commission.  
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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LS 3735/2014

Int. No. 1095-A
 
By Council Members Rodriguez and Constantinides
 
A LOCAL LAW
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to a universal driver’s license for taxicab and for-hire vehicle drivers
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Subdivision a of section 19-505 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 115 for the year 1993, is amended to read as follows:
a. No person shall drive any motor vehicle for hire which is regulated by the provisions of this chapter without first obtaining from the commission:
(i) a taxicab or universal driver's license, if the vehicle driven is a taxicab; or
(ii) a coach driver's license, if the vehicle driven is a coach; or
(iii) a for-hire vehicle or universal driver's license, if the vehicle driven is a for-hire vehicle; or
(iv) a wheelchair accessible van driver's license, if the vehicle driven is a wheelchair accessible van; or
(v) a commuter van driver's license, if the vehicle driven is a commuter van.
The issuance of a license to a person to drive any one of the aforementioned licensed vehicles shall not entitle such person to drive any other such licensed vehicle without first obtaining the additional appropriate driver's license, except that a person who has obtained a universal driver’s license shall be entitled to drive a taxicab and for-hire vehicle without obtaining an additional commission-issued driver’s license. The commission shall not issue taxicab driver’s licenses or for-hire vehicle driver’s licenses. Each taxicab driver’s license and for-hire vehicle driver’s license issued and in effect, including any such license which is suspended, shall be deemed a universal driver’s license. For purposes of this section, a universal driver’s license is a license which authorizes a driver to drive taxicabs and for-hire vehicles.
§ 2. Section 19-505 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new subdivision r to read as follows:
r.  Any procedures established by the commission to determine the ability of an applicant for a universal driver’s license to speak and understand English shall not include a written examination.
§ 3. Paragraph 1 of subdivision a of section 19-507.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 30 for the year 2014, is amended to read as follows:
(1) Any taxicab or for-hire vehicle driver may attend a remedial or refresher course approved by the commission. Upon presentation to the commission of proof of satisfactory completion of a commission-approved course by such driver, three points shall be deducted from the number of points assessed under the persistent violators program against his or her [taxicab or for-hire vehicle] commission-issued driver's license, except as otherwise provided in this paragraph. A taxicab or for-hire vehicle driver shall be eligible for a point reduction pursuant to this subdivision only once within a five-year period. In the event no such approved course is available at the time such driver seeks to enroll, such driver may take a course provided for in paragraph one of subdivision c of section 19-507.2 of this chapter. In such instance, completion of a course taken pursuant to this paragraph or pursuant to paragraph one of subdivision c of section 19-507.2 shall result in the removal of three points from either the number of points accrued under the persistent violators program or from the number of points accrued under the critical drivers program, but not from both, upon the election of the driver who completes such course.
§ 4. Subdivision b of section 19-507.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 30 for the year 2014, is amended to read as follows:
b. Any taxicab or for-hire vehicle driver who has been found guilty of violations of the commission's rules such that six or more points but fewer than ten points have been assessed against his or her [taxicab or for-hire vehicle] commission-issued driver's license within any fifteen-month period and whose license has not been revoked shall have his or her [taxicab or for-hire vehicle] commission-issued driver's license suspended for up to thirty days.
§ 5. Subdivision c of section 19-507.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 30 for the year 2014, is amended to read as follows:
c. Any taxicab or for-hire vehicle driver who has been found guilty of violations of the commission's rules such that ten or more points have been assessed against his or her [taxicab or for-hire vehicle] commission-issued driver's license within any fifteen-month period shall have his or her [taxicab or for-hire vehicle] commission-issued driver's license revoked.
§ 6. Subdivision e of section 19-507.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 30 for the year 2014, is amended to read as follows:
e. A taxicab or for-hire vehicle driver shall not be subject to an assessment of points against his or her [taxicab or for-hire vehicle] commission-issued driver's license or the imposition of duplicate penalties where the same act is a violation under provisions of law other than commission rules and where such violations duplicate each other or are substantively the same and any such driver may be issued only one summons or notice of violation for such violation. Points assessed pursuant to section 19-507.2 of this chapter may, pursuant to subdivisions i and j of this section, be added to points assessed by the commission under this section for violations of commission rules.
§ 7. Subdivision h of section 19-507.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 20 for the year 1999, is amended to read as follows:
h. For purposes of subdivision g of this section, examples of an owner's due diligence shall include, but are not limited to (1) giving to their drivers a clear warning that violations of the meter tampering rules will result in the immediate termination of any lease agreement, the reporting to the commission of driver tampering and the commission's probable revocation of the driver's [taxicab] commission-issued driver's license, (2) including in any written lease agreement provisions containing the warnings against violation of meter tampering rules, (3) stamping warnings about the illegality of meter tampering on the trip cards issued to all drivers of an owner's taxicabs, (4) having management personnel or mechanics periodically check for proper odometer and meter mileage comparisons in order to determine if there are inappropriate disparities between the two sets of figures, (5) conducting periodic random inspections of the taxicab meter and its wiring for all of its taxicabs to detect any evidence of violation of the meter tampering rules and (6) having all of such owner's taxicabs inspected by a licensed meter shop once every commission inspection cycle.
§ 8. Subdivision i of section 19-507.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 30 for the year 2014, is amended to read as follows:
i. Any taxicab or for-hire vehicle driver who has been found guilty of violations such that six or more points but fewer than ten points in total have been assessed within any fifteen-month period against his or her [taxicab or for-hire vehicle] commission-issued driver's license pursuant to this section and against the driver license issued to such taxicab or for-hire vehicle driver by the department of motor vehicles or an equivalent licensing agency of the driver's state of residence pursuant to section 19-507.2 of this chapter and whose [taxicab or for-hire vehicle] commission-issued driver's license has not been revoked shall have his or her [taxicab or for-hire vehicle] commission-issued driver's license suspended for up to thirty days; provided, however, that only points assessed against a [taxicab or for-hire vehicle] commission-issued driver's license for violations that threaten the safety of passengers or any other persons, as specified by rule of the commission, may be applied for purposes of this subdivision.
§ 9. Subdivision j of section 19-507.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 30 for the year 2014, is amended to read as follows:
j. Any taxicab or for-hire vehicle driver who has been found guilty of violations such that ten or more points in total have been assessed within any fifteen-month period against his or her [taxicab or for-hire vehicle] commission-issued driver's license pursuant to this section and against the driver's license issued to such taxicab or for-hire vehicle driver by the department of motor vehicles or an equivalent licensing agency of the driver's state of residence pursuant to section 19-507.2 of this chapter shall have his or her [taxicab or for-hire vehicle] commission-issued driver's license revoked; provided, however, that only points assessed against a [taxicab or for-hire vehicle] commission-issued driver's license for violations that threaten the safety of passengers or any other persons, as specified by rule of the commission, may be applied for purposes of this subdivision.
§ 10. Subdivision a of section 19-507.2 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 30 for the year 2014, are amended to read as follows:
a. Any taxicab or for-hire vehicle driver who has been found guilty of violations such that six or more points have been assessed by the department of motor vehicles or an equivalent licensing agency of the driver's state of residence against the driver license issued to such taxicab or for-hire vehicle driver within any fifteen-month period and whose [taxicab or for-hire vehicle] commission-issued driver's license has not been revoked shall have his or her [taxicab or for-hire vehicle] commission-issued driver's license suspended for thirty days.
§ 11. Subdivision b of section 19-507.2 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 30 for the year 2014, is amended to read as follows:
b. Any taxicab or for-hire vehicle driver who has been found guilty of violations such that ten or more points have been assessed by the department of motor vehicles or an equivalent licensing agency of the driver's state of residence against the driver license issued to such taxicab or for-hire vehicle driver within any fifteen-month period shall have his or her [taxicab or for-hire vehicle] commission-issued driver's license revoked.
§ 12. Subdivision b of section 19-515 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 76 for the year 1986, is amended to read as follows:
b. For-hire vehicles shall have the name of the owner or operator displayed on the outside or inside of the vehicle in such form as shall be prescribed by the commission, except that the commission may prescribe an exemption from this requirement for classes of for-hire vehicles for which such display would be inappropriate. All for-hire vehicles must at all times carry in the glove compartment and produce upon demand of any police, peace, law enforcement officer, inspector or officer of the commission:
1. The for-hire vehicle license.
2. The driver's [for-hire vehicle-] commission-issued driver's license.
3. Evidence of current liability insurance or financial responsibility.
§ 13. This local law shall take effect 120 days after its enactment into law, except that the Taxi and Limousine Commission shall take all necessary action, including the promulgation of rules, prior to such effective date.
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By Council Members Rodriguez, Constantinides and Van Bramer
A LOCAL LAW

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to increasing penalties for accepting a passenger by street hail from a location where street hails are not permitted

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Paragraph 1 of subdivision b of section 19-507 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 35 for the year 2011, is amended to read as follows:
b. 1. (a) Any driver who has been found to have violated a provision of paragraph [one, two or three] 1, 2, or 3 of subdivision a of this section, or any combination thereof, shall be fined not less than [two hundred dollars] $200 nor more than [five hundred dollars] $500 for the first offense. Any driver who has been found in violation of any of the provisions of such paragraphs, or any combination thereof, for a second time within a [twenty-four] 24 month period shall be fined not less than [three hundred fifty dollars] $350 nor more than [one thousand dollars] $1,000, and the commission may suspend the driver's license of such driver for a period not to exceed [thirty]  30 days. Any driver who has been found to have violated any of the provisions of [paragraph one, two or three of such subdivision] such paragraphs, or any combination thereof, three or more times within a [thirty-six] 36 month period shall be fined not more than [one thousand dollars] $1,000 for each such third or subsequent offense, and the commission shall revoke the driver's license of such driver. 

(b)(1) Any driver who has been found to have violated any of the provisions of paragraph [four] 4 of subdivision a of this section shall be fined not less than [two hundred dollars] $200 nor more than [three hundred fifty dollars] $350 for the first offense. Any driver who has been found in violation of any of the provisions of such paragraph for a second time within a [twenty-four] 24 month period shall be fined not less than [three hundred fifty dollars] $350 nor more than [five hundred dollars] $500, and the commission may suspend the driver's license of such driver for a period not to exceed [thirty] 30 days. The commission shall revoke the driver's license of any driver who has been found to have violated any of the provisions of paragraph [four] 4 of such subdivision three or more times within a [thirty-six] 36 month period. 

(2) Notwithstanding clause 1 of this subparagraph, any driver who has been found to have violated any of the provisions of paragraph 4 of subdivision a of this section shall be fined $2,000 for the first offense, $4,000 for a second offense within a 24 month period, and $10,000 for a third or subsequent offense within a 120 month period, with these enhanced fines not affecting any otherwise applicable license revocation or penalty, if the violation occurred in any of the following areas: (i) airports in the city of New York; (ii) that area of Manhattan that is south of east 96th street and south of west 110th street in which a HAIL vehicle is prohibited from picking up passengers by street hail; and (iii) in such other areas as the commission shall identify by rule. 

§ 2.  This local law takes effect 90 days after it becomes law.
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