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COW TTEE ON TECHNOLOGY 3

CHAI RPERSON VACCA: (Good afternoon
everyone. M nane is Janes Vacca and |I'mthe Chair
of the Commttee on Technol ogy and we're here today
to vote on a package of five bills that aimto
remar kably strengthen the Open Data Law. |'ve
sponsored one piece of legislation in this package,
Proposed Intro. 0915-A, which would require the
tinmely updating of certain public data sets on the
open data portal. Additionally, we will vote on four
other bills, Proposed Intro. 0890-A, sponsored by
Counci | Menber Fernando Cabrera, to ny left, in
relation to the retention of data on the open data
portal; Proposed Intro. 0898, sponsored by Counci
Menber Vincent Gentile, which would require the
creation of a data dictionary for every data set;
Proposed Intro. 0900-A, sponsored by Council Menber
Ben Kall os, which ains to standardi ze and geo code
address data, and proposed Intro. 0914-A, sponsored
by Council Menber Torres, which would create
responsi ble tinelines for public request on the open
data portal.

I wanna thank ny col |l eagues for working
on this inportant legislation with ne and as |I stated

in the first hearing, open data is a priority for
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COW TTEE ON TECHNOLOGY 4
this conmttee and for the Council as a whole and to
the adm nistration and I"'mthrilled to be noving
forward with these bills, the first | am passing
through this conmttee today.

This | egislation before us would renedy
I ssues that had been brought up tinme and tine again
when we have di scussed open data -- user
friendliness, data retention, public responsiveness
and the tineliness of updated data sets. Since the
first hearing in Cctober there had been sone changes
to each bill.

First, my legislation, Proposed Intro.
0915-A, which would require the tinely updating of
certain public data sets on the open data portal,
originally stated that the data on the portal shal
not be nore than three days behind what is avail able
on the agency's website. This tinmeline has been
noved up to one day for autonated data, such as the
buil ding i nformati on system data and ten days for
ot her types of data, such as reports required by
ot her New York Gty Council |egislation.

Each bill has inproved since our initial
hearing and | have many to thank; | wanna thank Brad

Rei d, Counsel to this commttee, ny Deputy Chief of
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COW TTEE ON TECHNOLOGY 5
Staff, Stacy Gardener and the representatives in the
Mayor's O fice, Dol TT and MODA, who took the tinme to
carefully craft each bill; we wouldn't be here
wi t hout you.

And with that | wanna to call on ny
col | eagues who'd wi sh to speak. | wanna introduce
t he col | eagues who are here; to ny right, Annabe
Pal ma, Steve Matteo, and to ny left is one of the
sponsors who I will now call upon, Council Menber
Fer nando Cabrera.

COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA: Good afternoon,
Chair Vacca and thank you so much for this vote that
we are about to have and to nmy fellow council nenbers
and to the nmenbers of the public, thank you for this
hearing on inportant that we have today.

My bill, Intro. 0890-A, calls for the
creation and preservation or archives of public data
on permts, licenses and perfornmance eval uations of
New York City's open data portal and our increasing
conflicts in a technol ogi cal society, expanding
access to public data is a critical part of strength
I n denocracy. Opening data instruction and to
i mprove public access is allow ng many gover nnent

agencies around the United States and the world to
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COW TTEE ON TECHNOLOGY 6

i nprove efficiency and get solutions to | ongstanding
problens; it is also helping to create nore trust and
transparency between citizens and governnent; in
fact, efforts to increase access to open data in the
United States have devel oped into a novenent that has
resulted in increased information on everything from
education to housing to public safety.

Intro. 0890-A in particular seeks to
address a current problemw th NYC s open data
portal; right now the portal has the data of
i ndi vi dual s and busi nesses who are current with
licenses, permts and all the docunents, but we have
no way to know when individuals and busi nesses go off
that list. W cannot do |ongitudinal study because
the data from because the data fromeven a few years
back is getting lost, which nmakes it inpossible to
track trends. The bill calls for the creation of
snapshots of data that allows us to track trends over
time. The second problemthat this bill seeks to
address is that sonme of the data sets are so nassive
that they take too long to download -- Yellow Taxi's
GPS data is the | argest data set on the portal; there
are over 170 million entries in a single year; what's

the plan when there are 10 years' worth of data; we
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COW TTEE ON TECHNOLOGY 7
want to make sure that there are protocols in place
to divide up this data into smaller data sets rather
than renoving the data set, which is the current
practice; data getting | ost is unacceptable.

Ensuring the creation of preservation of archives is
particularly inportant as we exam ne historica
trends and | ook back to determ ne how best to nove
forward

| amexcited to be part of this novenent
and | ook forward to signing Intro. 0890-A into | aw
Thank you for your tinme and your attention. Thank
you so nuch, M. Chair.

CHAI RPERSON VACCA:  Thank you, Council man
Cabrera. W have one individual who has signed up to
speak; Dom nic Mauro, Reinvent Al bany. See, we're
not |ike Al bany, we nove very quickly.

[ background comrent ]

DOM NI C MAURO:  Yeah, okay. Alright.

Good afternoon Chai rman Vacca and nenbers
of the Technol ogy Conmittee. |'m Dom nic Muro,
Staff Attorney of Reinvent Al bany. M organization
hel ped draft the Open Data Law in 2012 as part of the

New York City Transparency Wrking G oup.
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COW TTEE ON TECHNOLOGY 8

We applaud the City Council and the
Mayor's Ofice for agreeing on this package of five
bills which strengthen and inprove New York City's
| andmark Open Data Law. We greatly appreciate
Technol ogy Chair Jimmy Vacca and his col | eagues for
listening to the public and taking pragmatic steps to
get Cty agencies to publish accurate, usable, tinely
agency dat a.

Put sinply, this is what opening up
governnent | ooks |ike; together, these bills give an
I nportant boost to open data and hel p nmake city
governnent nore transparent and effective.

In 21st century New York City, this
digital information helps all of us understand what
i's happening in our city and what our city governnent
is doing for us. Detailed data about how long it
takes to get help at a traffic crash or where rats
are running around or how well buildings are
mai nt ai ned hel ps; it hel ps us understand where
governnent is working and not work and whi ch services
need to be inproved.

In closing, we thank City Council,
Committee Chair Vacca and Mayor de Blasio for efforts

to continuously inprove the Open Data Law. Looking
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COW TTEE ON TECHNOLOGY 9
forward past this package of bills, we would like to
see Council anend the law to include a private right
of action, like the State's Freedom of Infornation
Law. When governnment ignores FOL, the public can
ask a judge to enforce the |aw and the public needs
to be able to do the sane with the Open Data Law.

CHAI RPERSON VACCA:  Thank you, thank you
for your testinony...

DOM NI C MAURO.  Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON VACCA: we appreciate it.

Are there any additional speakers?
Wthout there being additional speakers, | wll now
call the roll on all of the proposed bills.

COM TTEE CLERK: Conmittee Clerk Mtthew
Destefano [sp?], Commttee on Technol ogy, roll call
on Intro. Nos. 0890-A, 0898-A, 0900-A, 0914-A and
0915-A. Council Menber Vacca.

CHAI RPERSON VACCA: | vote aye on all.

COW TTEE CLERK:  Council Menber Pal na.

COUNCI L MEMBER PALNMA:  Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Council| Menber Matteo.

COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEG  Yes.
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COW TTEE ON TECHNOLOGY 10

COM TTEE CLERK: By a vote of 3 in the

affirmative...[interpose background comment] O in the

negative...l"msorry, Council Menber Geenfield.
COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Aye on all.
COM TTEE CLERK: By a vote of 4 in the
affirmative, 0 in the negative and no abstentions,
the itens have been adopted.

CHAI RPERSON VACCA: Thank you.

[ background comrents] Wthout further business, this

hearing i s now adj our ned.

[ gavel ]




CERTI FI CATE

World Wde Dictation certifies that the

foregoing transcript is a true and accurate

We further certify that

record of the proceedings.

there is no relation to any of the parties to

this action by blood or marriage, and that there

is interest in the outcone of this matter.

Dat e Novenber 28, 2015




