










































































































































































































































































 

 

 

 

November 19, 2015 

 

The Honorable Melissa Mark-Viverito 

Speaker, New York City Council 

250 Broadway, # 1856  

New York, NY 10007 

Re:  One Clinton Street - 150399 PPK / 150400 PQK 

 

Dear Speaker Mark-Viverito: 

 

We write to offer public comment as part of the ongoing Uniform Land Use Review 

Procedure (“ULURP”) regarding the planned construction of residential housing on the site of 

the Brooklyn Heights branch of the Brooklyn Public Library.  We respectfully request that the 

New York City Council disapprove this additional housing in the PS 8 school zone until a 

plan is in place to address the serious overcrowding problem that already exists at PS 8 – the 

local public school serving Brooklyn Heights and DUMBO – an overcrowding crisis that is 

fast spilling into our neighbor school zones.   

 

We emphasize that although we as a PTA support the proposed rezoning of PS 8 and PS 307 

(a neighbor school in NYC School District 13) as the only plan on the table that even begins 

to slow the growth of our current overcrowding crisis, that proposal alone will not fully 

address the current, significant overcrowding at PS 8’s lower school.  According to the DOE, 

even if the rezoning proposal is approved by the District 13 Community Education 

Council (which is not assured at this point), it will only stabilize PS 8’s overcrowding 

problem (for an undefined period of time), maintaining the lower school at 132-143% of 

its capacity.  A slide from a September 30, 2015 DOE presentation of the rezoning proposal 

that makes this continued overcrowding clear is attached as Exhibit I. 

 

We are attaching the detailed comments we submitted to the City Planning Commission 

regarding this ULURP; please find them attached as Exhibit II. 

 

We look forward to elected officials and agencies working together to develop short, medium, 

and long term solutions to overcrowding and related challenges affecting PS 8 and its 

neighbor schools in downtown Brooklyn and surrounding areas, as part of a comprehensive 

and thoughtful planning process. We need leadership – like that shown by our Borough 

President in conditionally disapproving this project – to start the process of ensuring we 

understand and plan for the infrastructure needs of new developments as part of the process of 

considering their approval. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

The PTA of PS 8 

 

cc:   Council Member Steve Levin 

 Assemblywoman Joanne Simon 

 State Senator Daniel Squadron 

 Deputy Borough President Diana Reyna 

 David Goldsmith, Chair, District 13 Community Education Council 

 Robert Perris, District Manager, Community Board 2 



 

 

EXHIBIT I 



Impact of Rezoning – Total Enrollment & Utilization

18

1 See appendix for assumed number of sections  and average class sizes used to derive total 
enrollment. Total enrollment for P.S. 307 includes planned pre-kindergarten sections. 
2 Based on 2013-2014 Blue Book Capacity.
3 Rezoning should reduce kindergarten waitlist but projected utilization will remain stable. Due to 
recent growth in the zone size, P.S. 8 currently has smaller cohorts on upper grades than on lower 
grades.  This rezoning proposal will allow P.S. 8’s enrollment to remain stable across grades and for 
the school to better accommodate zoned students.

Projected at Scale `

School Name
Grade Span at 

Scale
Total 

Enrollment1
Total Building 

Capacity2

Building 
Utilization 

Rate

Change in 
Utilization

P.S. 8 Robert 
Fulton

K-5 690-750 524 132%-143% No Change3

P.S. 307 Daniel 
Hale Williams

K-5 (includes 
Pre-K program)

670-770 776 86%-99% ↑
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September 29, 2015 

 

Mr. Carl Weisbroad 

Chairman, City Planning Commission 

22 Reade Street 

New York, NY 10007 

 

Re:   One Clinton Street - 150399 PPK / 150400 PQK  

 (September 22, 2015 public hearing) 

 

Dear Mr. Weisbroad: 

We write on behalf of the PTA of PS8 as part of the ongoing Uniform Land Use 

Review Procedure (“ULURP”) regarding the planned construction of residential 

housing on the site of the Brooklyn Heights branch of the Brooklyn Public Library.  

We respectfully request that the City Planning Commission disapprove the planned 

construction of additional residential housing until a plan is in place to address the 

serious overcrowding problem that already exists at PS8 – the local public school 

serving Brooklyn Heights and DUMBO – an overcrowding crisis that is fast spilling 

into our neighbor school zones.  We are attaching the comments we submitted to the 

Borough President’s Office in support of this request; please find them attached as 

Exhibit 1. 

We deeply appreciate the Borough President's leadership on, and thoughtful 

consideration of, the school overcrowding issue and his proposal of potential solutions 

to this problem in his conditional disapproval of the proposed development.  We 

recognize, as noted by the District 13 Community Education Council, and support the 

need for community engagement on the nature and use of any specific school facility 

proposal.  We look forward to elected officials and agencies working together with the 

Borough President to develop short, medium, and long term solutions to overcrowding 

and related challenges affecting PS8 and its neighbor schools in downtown Brooklyn 

and surrounding areas, as part of a comprehensive and thoughtful planning process. 

We need leadership – like that shown by our Borough President – to start the process 

of ensuring we understand and plan for the infrastructure needs of new developments 

as part of the process of considering their approval. 

Thank you for your consideration of our attached comments. 

 

Regards, 

 

 

PTA of PS8 

 



 

 

EXHIBIT 1 



 

 

 

 

Testimony of PS8 PTA Community Affairs Committee 

 

We write on behalf of the PTA of PS8 Community Affairs Committee as part of the 

ongoing Uniform Land Use Review Procedure (“ULURP”) regarding the planned 

construction of residential housing on the site of the Brooklyn Heights branch of the 

Brooklyn Public Library.  We respectfully request that the Borough President 

disapprove the planned construction of additional residential housing until a plan is 

in place to address the serious overcrowding problem that already exists at PS8 – the 

local public school serving Brooklyn Heights and DUMBO – an overcrowding crisis 

that is fast spilling into our neighbor school zones.  We also ask that the Borough 

President call on the mayor and the School Construction Authority to add funding to 

the city’s Capital Plan for additional elementary school seats in this neighborhood, 

as has already been requested by Community Board 2.   

As a PTA, we are working with affected stakeholders and agency decision-makers as 

part of the Downtown Brooklyn Schools Task Force convened by the District 13 

Community Education Council and City Council Member Stephen Levin to develop 

plans to address our large and fast-growing overcrowding crisis.  We appreciate the 

Borough President’s support of this community-driven process by working to ensure 

that a plan to address downtown Brooklyn schools’ issues is in place before the 

approval of additional development in these neighborhoods. 

The Current Plan for the Brooklyn Heights Branch and Impacts to PS8 

The current development proposal would result in 139 market rate apartments in the 

PS8 school zone and 115 affordable units offsite in a neighboring school zone 

(Environmental Assessment Statement (“EAS”) at Full Form page 1).  Using the 

official method the School Construction Authority (“SCA”) uses to calculate the 

“public elementary school demand” that new development generates – which 

assumes 0.29 public elementary schoolchildren per new apartment – those 139 units 

will bring just over 40 additional public elementary schoolchildren into PS8’s 

school zone.   

PS8 does not have room for 40 additional students.  The school already operates 

at approximately 140% of its capacity, and this past April, 50 students were 

waitlisted for our entering 2015-16 kindergarten.  Even with this large waitlist (one 

of the largest in New York City), the Department of Education (NYC DOE) still 

predicts that our elementary school will be more overcrowded next year than it was 

this year. 

Impacts on the Larger Neighborhood 

The overcrowding crisis that is currently overwhelming PS8 is fast spreading to our 

neighbor schools.  The EAS completed for this project states that the 8 elementary 

schools that serve our larger neighborhood – stretching from Brooklyn Heights to 

Clinton Hill (EAS at Figure D-1) – are currently at 98% capacity collectively (as of 

the 2013-14 school year).  The EAS predicts those 8 regional schools will be at 

139% capacity by 2019 without the library project (EAS at D-8, 9). 

Page 1 of 3 



Page 2 of 3 
 

Notably, although the project is currently planned to bring only 139 residences (approximately 

2,200  square feet (ft2) each) into the PS8 zone, the EAS acknowledges that the space could hold 

many more apartments – 308 apartments, at the more standard size of 1000 ft2 – and thus does 

analyses under the “worst case” assumption that plans change and more apartments are built.1  Its 

conclusion:  308 apartments would bring 89 public elementary school students into the PS8 zone.  

Another planned Brooklyn Heights development – residences at Pier 6 in Brooklyn Bridge Park 

– would bring 339 apartments into the PS8 zone, or 98 public elementary school children.  Other 

large development projects currently planned for the zone (and the greater district) also add 

incrementally to the regional school overcrowding crisis.  None of these developments are 

being asked to contribute in any way to the solution to that crisis.  Nor does planning for 

these projects address the cumulative effect on our schools of the construction of multiple 

large developments that are projected to add 30 to 100 new students each to our public 

elementary schools.   

An organization based in downtown Brooklyn, Downtown Brooklyn School Solutions, has 

compiled and continues to track the progress of new developments both in the PS8 school zone 

and neighboring school zones in downtown Brooklyn.  That data – attached as Exhibit A – 

shows the extraordinary residential construction boom that this area has experienced since 2004 

and continues to experience.  That residential development – based on official formulas – 

translates into a dramatic increase in public elementary school demand; the data make clear the 

need for additional elementary school capacity in this part of Brooklyn to accompany this new 

development.  Residential development in the PS8 zone in the next 4 years alone (leaving 

aside everything that has been built or was to be completed through 2014) is slated to bring 

in 1,824 new apartments from 2015-2019 – or almost 530 public elementary school 

children.2  Residential development in the neighboring PS287 zone (downtown Brooklyn) 

in the next 3 years (2015-18) is slated to bring in 3,348 new apartments, or 971 additional 

public elementary school students.  And new developments are continually being proposed, 

adding to that burden. 

The Solutions 

The NYC DOE is preparing to propose a rezoning of the PS8 school zone, along (at the least) 

with the neighboring PS307 school zone (Vinegar Hill) and perhaps other zones (including 

PS287, which serves part of downtown Brooklyn).3  Those changes have not yet been proposed, 

yet alone approved, and thus we do not know whether and the extent to which they might 

mitigate the current overcrowding crisis at PS8.  The data make clear, however, that while a 

                                                           
1 The proposal would also add 115 units of affordable housing in a neighborhood served by 

PS56.  Although PS56 appears to have available capacity to serve the 33 additional public 

elementary school students the affordable housing development is projected to bring with it, 

presumably these units could be moved to another school zone as planning proceeds.  EAS at M-

3, 4. 
2 These numbers are slightly lower than those in the attached chart; the numbers in this letter 

reflect recent proposed changes to the library (139 residences instead of 132) and Pier 6 (339 

instead of 430 apartments) projects. 
3 Some information is available on the District 13 Community Education Council website, at 

http://cec13.org/hot-topics/rezoning/. 
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rezoning may – in the short term – provide some relief to PS8 by moving some in its catchment 

zone to the catchment zones of neighboring schools, more elementary seats are required to serve 

the greater Brooklyn Heights and downtown Brooklyn area within a very few years. 

According to the EAS, in the 2013-14 school year, PS8 had a deficit of 218 seats, PS307 had 

43 seats available ad PS287 had 182 seats available – for a net of 7 available seats among 

the 3 schools.  Even if some students at PS307 and PS287 are from out-of-zone (only a handful 

of out-of-zone siblings have been admitted to PS8’s entering kindergarten classes in recent years, 

and no students were admitted to the 2015-16 kindergarten class at PS8 from out-of-zone), the 

scope of the new development inflows (1,500 public elementary students projected to enter the 

PS8 and PS287 zones as a result of new development between 2015 and 2019 alone)4 compared 

to the available seats among the 3 schools is striking.  We need new elementary school capacity 

to meet this fast-growing demand. 

The PS8 PTA will continue to work with stakeholders to develop appropriate and adequate 

alternatives to meet these needs.  Until an appropriate solution is found, we are asking decision-

makers to disapprove this proposal (and any other proposal) that would add elementary school 

demand and do nothing at all to address this fast growing problem. 

 

* * * * * * 

We have attached a copy of a presentation the PS8 PTA made at a public meeting we convened 

in November 20, 2014 to discuss the fast-growing overcrowding problem (Exhibit B) and a 

petition letter approved by the PS8 PTA in November 2014, which now has more than 700 

signatures, (Exhibit C) asking that officials in decision-making positions disapprove new 

residential construction in the PS8 zone until the existing and fast-growing school capacity crisis 

is addressed. 

Please feel free to reach out to us at community@ps8brooklyn.org if you have questions about 

this testimony or would like to discuss any of the issues we raise further.  We appreciate your 

consideration of our comments. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

PS8 PTA Community Affairs Committee 

                                                           
4 This does not count families who moved into new apartments in recent years and whose 

children have not yet started elementary school. 

mailto:community@ps8brooklyn.org


 

 

EXHIBIT A 



BUILDING RESIDENTIAL
UNITS

YEAR BUILT TYPE

Toy Factory Lofts 56 2005 Condo
Bridgeview Tower 58 2006 Condo
Belltel Lofts 248 2008 Condo
Oro 306 2008 Condo
Avalon Fort Greene 641 2009 Rentals
Brooklyner 491 2009 Rentals
Toren 241 2010 Condos
BYLYN Gold 510 2010 Rentals
177 Concord 23 2012 Rentals
388 Bridge St 378 2014 Hybrid
BLKN Air aka Oro 2 255 2014 Rentals
85 Fulton Ave Extension 69 2014 Condos
168 Nassau St 103 2014 Rentals
248 Duffield (offerman) 120 2015 Rentals
Avalon Willoughby 826 2015 Rentals
200 Nassau 84 2015 Rentals
City Point Phase 2 - 70 Fleet St
Building 250 2015 TBD
City Point Phase 2 - 336 Flatbush
Ave Building 440 2016 Rentals
74 Willoughby St 30 2016 Rentals
237 Duffield Street 108 2016 TBD
436 Albee Sq 150 2016 TBD
420 Albee Sq 620 2016 TBD
141 Willoughby 120 2017 TBD
City Point Phase 3 600 2018 TBD

Total new units 2005-18 6727

IMPACT OF RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT IN
DOWNTOWN BROOKLYN ON ZONED SCHOOLS:
DISTRICT 13

Development in P.S. 287(Ft. Greene / Vinegar Hill) zone

Impact of New Residential Units on DoBro - Details

1



BUILDING RESIDENTIAL
UNITS

YEAR BUILT TYPE

Total new units to be built 2015-
18 3348

New children 2005-18 1951
New children 2015-18 971

P.S. 287's available seats
2013-14 (target method) 208

Forte 108 2008 Condos
DKLB BKLYN 365 2010 Rentals
The Andrea 100 2010 Rentals
81 Fleet 205 2015 Rentals
180 Myrtle 228 2016 Rentals
Red Apple Tower on Myrtle 440 2016 Rentals
340 Flatbush Ave Ext 495 2016 TBD
240 Willoughby St 100 2017 TBD
625 Fulton (10 Metrotech) 600 TBD TBD

Total new units 2005-18 2641 Units
Total new units to be built 2015-
18 2068

New children 2005-16 766
New children 2015-16 571

P.S. 20's available seats
2013-14 (target method) 26 children

Number of projected new elementary school children based on the CEQR
formula* (Brooklyn ratio 0.29)

Development in P.S. 20 (Fort Greene) zone

Number of projected new elementary school children based on the CEQR
formula* (Brooklyn ratio 0.29)

Impact of New Residential Units on DoBro - Details

2



BUILDING RESIDENTIAL
UNITS

YEAR BUILT TYPE

Total new residential units
2005-2018 9368

New units 2015-2018 5443

Total new children 2005-18 2717

Total new children 2015-2018 1578

Current total excess capacity
in P.S. 287 and P.S. 20
(target) 234

Courthouse 320 2005 Rentals
The Smith 53 2006 Condos
Boulevard East 99 2006 Condos
State Renaissance Court 150 2007 Rentals
67 Schermerhorn 64 2007 Condos
110 Livingston 300 2008 Condos

TOTAL IMPACT OF DOBRO RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT ON
DISTRICT 13 SCHOOLS

Total number of projected new elementary school children added to P.S.
287 + P.S. 20

IMPACT OF RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT IN
DOWNTOWN BROOKLYN ON ZONED SCHOOLS:
DISTRICT 15

Development in P.S. 261 (Boerum Hill) zone

Impact of New Residential Units on DoBro - Details

3



BUILDING RESIDENTIAL
UNITS

YEAR BUILT TYPE

be@Schermerhorn 248 2010 Condos
The Addison 280 2011 Rentals
333 Atlantic 22 2015 TBD
71 Smith aka 265 State 150 2016 Condos
60 Boerum Pl 75 2016 rentals
117 Livingston 110 2016 TBD
210 Livingston 349 2016 Rentals
88 Schermerhorn 20 2017 Condos
Macy's Parking Garage 600 2018 TBD
LICH Redevelopment 820 2018 TBD

Total new units 2005-18 3660
New units to be built 2015-18 2124

New children 2005-18 1061
New children 2015-18 616

P.S. 261's available seats
2013-14 (target method) (61) (overcapacity)

The Atlantic 21 2007 Condos
Boreum Heights 72 2007 Rentals
One Hanson Place 179 2008 Condos
Rockwell Place 37 2008 Condos
66 Rockwell Place 327 2014 Rentals
Two Trees BAM Development 381 2015 Condos
BAM North Tower 1 585 2015 Rentals
319 Schermerhorn 69 2016 Condos
BAM South 112 2016 TBD
33 Bond 714 2016 Rentals

Number of projected new elementary school children based on the CEQR
formula* (Brooklyn ratio 0.29)

total children by 2018
new children 2015-2018

Development in P.S. 38 (Boerum Hill) zone

Impact of New Residential Units on DoBro - Details

4



BUILDING RESIDENTIAL
UNITS

YEAR BUILT TYPE

8-16 Nevins Street 149 2016 TBD
285 Schermerhorn 110 2016 Rentals
299 Livingston 37 2017 TBD
The Hub 581 2017 Rentals
1 Flatbush Ave 175 2017 TBD
570 Fulton St 86 2017 TBD
295-309 Schermerhorn Street 187 2017 TBD

Total new units buit 2005-
2017 3822
Total new units to be built 2015-
2017 2999

New children 2005-17 1108
New children 2015-17 924

P.S. 38's available seats
2013-14 (target method) 88

Total number of residential
units built 2005-2019 16850
Total number units built 2005-
2014 8291
Number of new units to be built
by 2015-2019 8559

IMPACT ON SCHOOLS

K-5 Elementary Schools

Number of projected new elementary school children based on the CEQR
formula* (Brooklyn ratio 0.29)

GRAND TOTALS FOR ALL OF DOWNTOWN BROOKLYN

Impact of New Residential Units on DoBro - Details

5



BUILDING RESIDENTIAL
UNITS

YEAR BUILT TYPE

Total new children 2005-19 4887
Total new children 2015-19 2482

Existing elementary school
capacity, (2013-14 target
method) for all schools zoned
for DoBro. 261

Middle Schools

New middle schoolers 2022

79 Bridge St 37 2004 Condo
50 Bridge St 58 2005 Condo
99 Gold St 87 2005 Rental
70 Washington 259 2005 Condo
Beacon 79 2005 Condo
84 Front St 56 2006 Condo
52 Water St 60 2007 Hybrid
100 Jay St 267 2007 Condo
The Vista on Vinegar Hill 31 2007 Condo
1 Main St 126 2008 Condo
30 Main 86 2009 Condo
One Brooklyn Bridge Park 440 2009 Condo

Number of projected new elementary school children based on the CEQR
formula* (Brooklyn ratio 0.29)

Estimated # of new middle school aged children likely to attend public schools
added to the neighborhood 2005-19 Brooklyn ratio (0.12)

Impact of Development in P.S. 8 zone (D13)
Brookyn Heights, DUMBO and a small area of DoBro

Impact of New Residential Units on DoBro - Details

6



BUILDING RESIDENTIAL
UNITS

YEAR BUILT TYPE

The Standish 94 2009 Rental
100 Gold 10 2010 Condo
109 Gold 33 2010 Rental
102 Gold St 10 2012 Condo
220 Water St 134 2012 Rental
205 Water St 65 2012 Condo
192 Water St 9 2012 Condo
25 Washington (Gair 2) 105 2012 Rentals
Love Lane Mews 38 2012 Condo
185 York St 17 2012 Condo
75 Clinton 74 2012 Rental
101 Clinton 40 2012 Rental
166 Montague 24 2012 Condo
Kirkman Lofts 45 2013 Condo
30 Washington 100 2013 Condo
20 Henry 38 2013 Condo
72 Poplar 14 2014 Condo
185 Plymouth 10 2014 Condo
51 Jay St 74 2015 Condo
60 Water 290 2015 Rental
172 Montague 66 2015 TBD
177 Montague 13 2015 Condo
47 Bridge St 27 2015 Condo
55 Pearl Townhouses 4 2015 House
153-57 Remsen 60 2016 Rental
Pierhouse @ Brooklyn Bridge
Park Pier 1 108 2016 Condo
One John St site (Brooklyn Bridge
Park ) 47 2016 Condo
200 Water St 15 2016 Condo
181 Front St 105 2016 Rentals
70 Henry (old Brooklyn Heights
Cinema) 10 2016 TBD
210 Montague 100 2016 Condo
10 Jay 46 2016 TBD

Impact of New Residential Units on DoBro - Details

7



BUILDING RESIDENTIAL
UNITS

YEAR BUILT TYPE

213 Jay St 381 2017 TBD
Brooklyn Bridge Park Pier 6 sites 430 2017 TBD
Brooklyn Heights Library Tower 132 2019 TBD

Total New Units 2004-2019 4354 units
Total New Units 2015-2019 1908

New children 2005-2019 1263
New childen 2015-2019 553

P.S. 8's available seats 2013-
14 (target method) -352 (overcapacity)

Number of projected new elementary school children based on the CEQR
formula* (Brooklyn ratio 0.29)

Impact of New Residential Units on DoBro - Details

8



Additional # of
elementary school aged
kids by 2019

Existing capacity (in
2013-14, target
method)

Additional Seats
needed

ALL OF DOBRO 4,887 261 4,626

DISTRICT 13 2,717 234 2,301
P.S. 287 zone 1,951 208 1,743
P.S. 20 zone 766 26 558

DISTRICT 15 2,170 27 2,143
P.S. 261 zone 1,061 (61) 1,122
P.S. 38 zone 1,108 88 1,020

Impact of New Residential Units on DoBro - Summary

9



79 Bridge St 37 2004 Condo
50 Bridge St 58 2005 Condo
99 Gold St 87 2005 Rental
70 Washington 259 2005 Condo
Beacon 79 2005 Condo
84 Front St 56 2006 Condo
52 Water St 60 2007 Hybrid
100 Jay St 267 2007 Condo
The Vista on Vinegar Hill 31 2007 Condo
1 Main St 126 2008 Condo
30 Main 86 2009 Condo
One Brooklyn Bridge Park 440 2009 Condo
The Standish 94 2009 Rental
100 Gold 10 2010 Condo
99 Gold 33 2010 Rental
102 Gold St 10 2012 Condo
220 Water St 134 2012 Rental
205 Water St 65 2012 Condo
192 Water St 9 2012 Condo
25 Washington (Gair 2) 105 2012 Rentals
Love Lane Mews 38 2012 Condo
185 York St 17 2012 Condo
75 Clinton 74 2012 Rental
101 Clinton 40 2012 Rental
166 Montague 24 2012 Condo
Kirkman Lofts 45 2013 Condo
30 Washington 100 2013 Condo
20 Henry 38 2013 Condo
72 Poplar 14 2014 Condo
185 Plymouth 10 2014 Condo
51 Jay St 74 2015 Condo
60 Water 290 2015 Rental

Development in P.S. 8 zone (D13)
Brookyn Heights, DUMBO and a
small area of DoBro

Impact of New Residential Units on DoBro - P.S. 8

10



172 Montague 66 2015 TBD
177 Montague 13 2015 Condo
47 Bridge St 27 2015 Condo
55 Pearl Townhouses 4 2015 House
153-57 Remsen 60 2016 Rental
Pierhouse @ Brooklyn Bridge
Park Pier 1 108 2016 Condo
One John St site (Brooklyn
Bridge Park ) 47 2016 Condo
200 Water St 15 2016 Condo
181 Front St 105 2016 Rentals
70 Henry (old Brooklyn Heights
Cinema) 10 2016 TBD
210 Montague 100 2016 Condo
213 Jay St 381 2017 TBD
Brooklyn Bridge Park Pier 6
sites 430 2017 TBD
Brooklyn Heights Library Tower 132 2019 TBD

Total New Units 2004-2013 2422
Total New Units 2014-2019 1886
Total New Units 2004-2019 4308 units

Estimate of # of new children
2005-16 based the NYC SCA
"PROJECTED PUBLIC SCHOOL
RATIO - # PUPILS GENERATED
FROM NEW HOUSING PER
UNIT"
Manhattan ratio (0.12) 517
Brooklyn ratio (0.29) 1249
Using ratio average 883 new kids

P.S. 8's available seats
2013-14 (target method) -218 (overcapacity)
P.S. 8's available seats 2012-
13(historical method) -39 (overcapacity)

Impact of New Residential Units on DoBro - P.S. 8

11



 

 

EXHIBIT B 



PS8 Overcrowding

November 20, 2014

http://ps8brooklyn.org/
http://ps8brooklyn.org/


Tonight’s Objectives

• Clearly set out the scope of our current and future  
overcrowding problem

• Show our elected and DOE/SCA officials how 
important it is that we find appropriate short and 
long term solutions to this problem

• Inform our community how to get involved in 
shaping solutions and identify next steps for our key 
stakeholders



History of Overcrowding at PS8
5-6 years ago, PS8 was overcapacity

• No specialty rooms 

• No designated gym 

• Lost significant outdoor space to make room for preK
classrooms in trailers.

• Dividers were temporarily installed in a 1st grade 
classroom for pull-out therapy sessions. 



The Annex - 2008 Overcrowding Solution

• Added 7 new classrooms , a multi-purpose room (to serve as 
gym), 2 small resource rooms and a guidance room

• Opened in spring 2011 and immediately was filled to capacity. 

K-5th grade 
population 

continued to swell
again - exceeding 

capacity

2011-2013



Lesson Learned

The solutions to our fast-growing overcrowding 
problem need to address capacity issues over the 

short, 

medium

and 

long terms.



This Year:  PS8 Enrollment has 
Significantly Increased Since 2011
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142% 
overcapacity 
in 2013-14
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This Year:  Enrollment Proves that 
Incoming Students are Significantly 
Outnumbering Outgoing Students

Grade # of Students* # of Classrooms

Kindergarten 141 6

1st grade 134 6

2nd grade 143 5

3rd grade 100 4

4th grade 106 4

5th grade 79 3

TOTAL 703 28

*As of November 18, 2014



Impacts of Overcrowding: 
We Continue to Approach UFT Limit on Class Size

18

20

22

24

26

28

30

32

4th grade
(2013-14)

3rd grade
(2013-14)

2nd grade
(2013-14)

2nd grade
(2014-15)

Average Class Size

Average Class Size

UFT Limit

Target class 
size (4-5)

Target class size
(K-3)



Impacts of Overcrowding: 
We Have Lost Many of Our 

Specialty Classrooms

FACT:  Per DOE, 3 of our 30 rooms should be 
designated for specialty classes (art, music, 
drama, dance)

REALITY:  

• 2013-14  Only have a dedicated art room

• 2014-15  Regained music room (even with loss of preK)



Impacts of Overcrowding: 
Lunch and Recess Times are 

Extremely Crowded

• K-2nd grade = 140 students in our cafeteria and 
school yard at once

• 4th and 5th grade = more than 180 students in 
cafeteria and schoolyard at one time



Next year:  This problem will only get worse 
next year if K enrollment stays at 140 students

One real possibility is  to collapse any/all of our incoming 1st , 2nd

and 4th grade classes into classes of 28-32 students!
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3rd

3rd

3rd

3rd

4th

4th

4th

2014-15 2014-15

2014-15
2015-16 2015-16

2015-16



Next year:  Will K enrollment be 
limited for the 2015-16 school year?

• No decision will be made by the DOE until after 
registration closes in March.

• There is a risk that K enrollment will be limited to 
5 classes (maximum 125 students). 

• This means that some PS8 zoned children could 
be offered alternative placements for K.

• Prospective families should begin researching 
alternative K options prior to the K registration 
deadline.



Beyond next year:  
By 2018, if current enrollment numbers stay flat, 
we will be overcapacity by almost 350 students
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Flat growth*

Target capacity**

* 140 students/grade
** Based on 2013-14 DOE Blue Book standards, excluding 2 preK classes (36 students)
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*data provided by Downtown Brooklyn School Solutions

In fact, the problem is likely to be 
much worse

• Approximately 3750 new housing units have 
been/will be developed between 2004-2017*

• This does NOT include Pier 6 development 
projects nor the potential development at the 
Brooklyn Heights Library.



New development in PS8 zone: Map
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What does this construction 
mean for PS8 enrollment?

Brooklyn ratio = .29

School Construction Authority (SCA) develops “projected 
public school ratios” by borough that estimate the 

number of public elementary school children generated 
by each new housing unit.

additional public elementary 
schoolchildren generated by 
new housing from 2004-17.
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Our Projected Demand for Elementary 
School Seats in the PS8 Zone by 2017

• Impact of new development on 
demand for public elementary school 
seats in PS8 zone (2004-17)

• K-5 students enrolled at PS8 in 2003 
(prior to new development) 

• Number of PS8-zoned students in new 
housing going to other public schools

• Impact of increasing popularity of PS8 
on student enrollment (2004-present) 

• Impact of other factors like significant 
increase in birth rate in our zone 
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Why Limiting Student Enrollment 
Doesn’t Solve the Problem

Without creating long term solutions to address the 
demand in the PS8 zone, there will be a strong 
pressure to increase class size to the 32 student 

maximum.

WE NEED MORE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL SEATS 
TO ACCOMMODATE ALL OUR CHILDREN 

LIVING IN THE PS8 ZONE



Next Steps

1. Sign our letter petitions and write your own – send them to 
SCA, DOE and elected officials; share your concerns across local 
media.

2. Short term plan:  Ask the DOE to work with stakeholders to 
address the immediate need for more elementary school seats 
in the PS8 zone for 2015-16 school year.

3. Long term plan:  
– Ask SCA & DOE to work with stakeholders to provide more elementary 

school seats in the PS8 zone.

– Attend meetings on new development to advocate that new residential 
housing approved for the PS8 zone must include a plan to meet the 
elementary school needs of that housing.



Connect with neighboring 
communities

 Downtown Brooklyn is also being transformed by new 
residential development.

 Demand for seats at some of PS8’s neighbor schools is 
already rising.

We need to cast a wide net in looking for solutions –
including looking to our neighboring communities to see 
if there are ways we can work together to solve related 
or similar problems that cross school zone lines.



Upcoming Meetings

• Brooklyn Bridge Park CAC:  Nov. 25th @ 6:30pm

• Senator Squadron Town Hall:  Dec. 9th @ 6:30pm

• Community Board 2 General Board meeting: Dec. 
10th @ 6pm

• Brooklyn Bridge Park Development Corporation 
Board meeting: Feb, 26th (2015) @ 11am

• Brooklyn Public Library CAC: none currently 
scheduled

• Others?



Appendix



The Impact of Overcrowding on our Children

Grade Target class 
size*

Actual 2014-15 
Class Size

UFT Limit

Kindergarten 20 23-24 25

1st grade 20 22-24 32

2nd grade 20 28-29 32

3rd grade 20 24-26 32

4th grade 28 26-27 32

5th grade 28 26-27 32

*Per DOE Blue Book.  However, educators had first agreed that 23 students was the appropriate target for 4th

and 5th grades

This year - With a limit of 30 usable classrooms, we are already over 
the target class size for the majority of our classes



Development in PS8 zone (2004-17) - Details

2010

100 Gold  10 units

109 Gold  33 units

2012

102 Gold 10 units 

220 Water  134 units

205 Water  65 units

192 Water  9 units

25 Washington  106 units

Love Lane Mews  28 units

185 York Street  17 units

75 Clinton  74 units

101 Clinton  40 units

166 Montague  24 units

2013

37 Bridge  45 units

30 Washington  94 units

20 Henry 38 units

2014

72 Poplar  14 units

185 Plymouth  10 units

2004

79 Bridge37 units 

2005

50 Bridge 58 units 

99 Gold  87 units

70 Washington  259 units

Beacon  79 units

2006

84 Front  56 units

2007

52 Water  60 units 

100 Jay  267 units

Vista on Vinegar Hill  31 units

1 Main 126 units (2008)

2009

30 Main  86 units 

One Brooklyn Bridge  440 units

The Standish  94 units 

2015 (approved)

51 Jay  74 units

60 Water  290 units

172 Montague  66 units

177 Montague  13 units

153-57 Remsen  70 units

47 Bridge 27 units

55 Pearl Twnhouse 4 units

2016 (approved)

Pierhouse (BBP)  108 units

One John (BBP) 47 units

200 Water  15 units

181 Front  105 units

70 Henry 10 units

210 Montague 100 units

2017 (approved)

213 Jay  381 units

*Brooklyn Bridge Park Pier 6 residential housing projects would add an additional 430 units 



SCA New Housing Public Elementary 
School Use Projections:



Another factor that could increase demand:  
birth rate in Community District 2* has 

increased by almost 50% in 12 years
Year Birth Rate for 

Community District 2*
Average Brooklyn 

Birth Rate

2000 11.1 16.0

2007 12.8 16.9

2008 13.1 16.1

2009 13.5 16.3

2010 15.9 16.6

2011 15 16.3

2012 16.5 ** 16.4

*Community District 2 includes all of the PS8 school zone, as well as Fort Greene and 
downtown Brooklyn, and parts of Boerum Hill and Clinton Hill.

**Our birth rate is higher than the average for all of Brooklyn.



Contacts & Addresses

• NYC Department of Education: brooklynplanning@schools.nyc.gov
• Comptroller Scott Stringer:  Josh Levin, Community Liaison, 

jlevin@comptroller.nyc.gov
• State Senator Dan Squadron:  Zeeshan Ott, Deputy Chief of Staff, 

zeeshan@danielsquadron.org
• State Assemblywoman Jo Anne Simon: simonj@assembly.state.ny.us
• NYC Mayor Bill de Blasio, City Hall, NY, NY 10007, or via a web form 

available on his website 
• NYC Council Member Steve Levin:  Casey Adams, Deputy Chief of Staff, 

cadams@council.nyc.gov
• Brooklyn Borough President:  Eric Adams, askeric@brooklynbp.nyc.gov
• Community Board 2: Robert Perris, District Manager, cb2k@nyc.rr.com
• Brooklyn Heights Association:  55 Pierrepont St, Brooklyn, NY 11201

mailto:brooklynplanning@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:jlevin@comptroller.nyc.gov
mailto:zeeshan@danielsquadron.org
mailto:simonj@assembly.state.ny.us
mailto:cadams@council.nyc.gov
mailto:askeric@brooklynbp.nyc.gov
mailto:cb2k@nyc.rr.com


 

 

EXHIBIT C 



 
 
 

 

November 6, 2014 

To whom it may concern: 

 
We write on behalf of the PTA of PS 8 to request that public officials and others considering 
approval of new residential construction in the PS 8 school zone recognize the serious 
overcrowding problem that already exists at PS 8 with current levels of residential housing in our 
school zone.  We respectfully suggest that before additional residential housing is approved in our 
school zone, the need for additional elementary school capacity must be addressed. 
 
We emphasize that our lower school is currently overcrowded (at 142% of capacity last year , 
according to the Blue Book’s target formula) – such that the New York City Department of 
Education (DOE) is considering limiting our next year's kindergarten grade to 5 classes (with no 
more than 25 children in a class).  If this happens and our kindergarten registration numbers trend 
the same, some families who planned to attend kindergarten at PS 8 in the fall of 2015 would be 
offered an alternate placement.  These families would likely include: 
 

1. “overage” children (whom educators have determined would be better served by starting 

kindergarten at 5, and not 4, years of age),  

2. out-of-zone siblings (often families who have long been part of the PS 8 community),   

3. approximately 5-10 in-zone children with birthdays in 2010. 

This problem exists with the current residential housing in PS 8’s school zone.  Here is a snapshot 

of our school’s 2014-15 population: 

Grade Approximate Number of Students 

Kindergarten 140 

1st 135 

2nd 143 

3rd 100 

4th 106 

5th 79 

 
The larger lower grade size does not simply reflect attrition in our upper grades.  Rather, the trend 
toward larger lower grades reflects a combination of our school’s growing popularity and 
increasing residential development in our zone.  Notably, recent reports indicate that between 
550 and 670 more residential units are already planned and approved for DUMBO alone in the 
next two years.  At least one of those new developments – the Dock Street development, with 290 
residential units – is slated to open in December 2014. 
 
As a result of larger grades, our school building, designed to house 4 classes on a grade, now 
routinely supports 5-6 classes per grade in our lower grades, with 28+ kids in several of these 
classrooms.  PS 8 should have additional classrooms for weekly classes like drama and dance, but 
we have had to give these up to make room for additional grade-level classes.  And this year, we 
lost two pre-kindergarten classes -- in spite of the mayor's push to add 25,000 new pre-K seats 
citywide – to make room for an increasing number of students in kindergarten through fifth grade. 
 
We recognize there may be many ways of addressing our elementary school capacity needs.  We 
want to make sure these needs are addressed before additional housing is approved in our school 
zone, further burdening our local public school.  We appreciate your consideration of our 
concerns.  Feel free to contact us at president@ps8brooklyn.org if you would like to discuss this 
further. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Kim Glickman and Ansley Samson - Co-Presidents, PTA of PS 8 
 

mailto:president@ps8brooklyn.org







































































