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Good	
  Afternoon	
  Mr.	
  Chairman,	
  members	
  of	
  the	
  Environmental	
  Protection	
  
Committee.	
  My	
  name	
  is	
  Rocco	
  Lacertosa	
  and	
  I	
  serve	
  as	
  the	
  CEO	
  of	
  New	
  York	
  Oil	
  
Heating	
  Association,	
  a	
  75-­‐year-­‐old	
  trade	
  association	
  whose	
  members,	
  for	
  the	
  most	
  
part,	
  are	
  made	
  up	
  of	
  family-­‐owned	
  heating	
  oil	
  distributors	
  and	
  terminal	
  operators	
  
located	
  throughout	
  the	
  City	
  of	
  New	
  York.	
  Thank	
  you	
  for	
  the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  testify	
  
today.	
  

The	
  New	
  York	
  Oil	
  Heating	
  Association	
  has	
  played	
  a	
  vital	
  and	
  vocal	
  role	
  in	
  
advocating	
  for	
  the	
  increased	
  use	
  of	
  bioheat	
  in	
  New	
  York	
  City	
  and	
  supports	
  the	
  goals	
  
of	
  Intro	
  642,	
  to	
  increase	
  biodiesel	
  blends	
  in	
  all	
  heating	
  oil	
  for	
  New	
  York	
  City	
  
buildings	
  and	
  Intro	
  880	
  which	
  would	
  set	
  a	
  fuel	
  standard	
  of	
  B5	
  for	
  schools	
  buses.	
  

Bioheat	
  is	
  a	
  blend	
  of	
  renewable	
  biodiesel	
  and	
  home	
  heating	
  oil	
  and	
  proven	
  to	
  
be	
  among	
  our	
  city’s	
  more	
  effective	
  tools	
  to	
  reduce	
  carbon	
  emissions,	
  improve	
  air	
  
quality	
  and	
  reduce	
  dependence	
  on	
  foreign	
  oil.	
  

NYOHA	
  and	
  its	
  members	
  enthusiastically	
  supported	
  the	
  B2	
  heating	
  oil	
  
standard	
  put	
  in	
  place	
  in	
  2012	
  and	
  has	
  been	
  at	
  the	
  industry	
  forefront	
  of	
  distributing	
  
and	
  promoting	
  bioheat.	
  	
  And	
  NYOHA	
  has	
  supported	
  state	
  measures	
  to	
  require	
  ultra	
  
low	
  sulfur	
  heating	
  oil	
  and	
  city	
  measures	
  to	
  eliminate	
  number	
  6	
  heating	
  oil,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  
phase	
  out	
  and	
  significantly	
  reduce	
  the	
  sulfur	
  levels	
  of	
  number	
  4	
  heating	
  oil.	
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Today,	
  we	
  are	
  proud	
  to	
  say	
  that	
  three	
  years	
  after	
  the	
  B2	
  fuel	
  standard	
  was	
  
implemented,	
  bioheat	
  has	
  been	
  a	
  great	
  success.	
  	
  Heating	
  oil	
  in	
  New	
  York	
  City	
  is	
  
already,	
  by	
  far,	
  the	
  cleanest	
  heating	
  oil	
  sold	
  anywhere	
  in	
  the	
  United	
  States	
  
significantly	
  contributing	
  to	
  the	
  City’s	
  80	
  by	
  50	
  emissions	
  reductions	
  plans.	
  	
  

In	
  addition	
  to	
  improving	
  air	
  quality	
  and	
  encouraging	
  energy	
  independence,	
  
bioheat	
  has	
  enhanced	
  green	
  job	
  creation,	
  and	
  supported	
  local	
  family	
  owned	
  
businesses	
  and	
  labor.	
  	
  

Building	
  owners	
  have	
  found	
  that	
  it	
  is	
  not	
  only	
  safe	
  and	
  seamless,	
  but	
  actually	
  
improves	
  fuel	
  efficiency;	
  helps	
  clean	
  and	
  preserve	
  building	
  equipment;	
  and	
  reduces	
  
the	
  need	
  for	
  periodic	
  heating	
  system	
  maintenance.	
  In	
  addition,	
  biodiesel	
  is	
  widely	
  
available	
  and	
  currently	
  costs	
  the	
  same	
  or	
  less	
  than	
  traditional	
  heating	
  oil,	
  making	
  it	
  
a	
  long-­‐term,	
  cost-­‐efficient	
  option.	
  

Our	
  experience	
  has	
  shown	
  that	
  B5	
  is	
  working	
  very	
  well	
  in	
  building	
  equipment.	
  
However,	
  we	
  feel	
  that	
  it	
  is	
  important	
  to	
  more	
  thoroughly	
  analyze	
  the	
  
implementation	
  of	
  higher	
  biofuel	
  blends.	
  Heating	
  oil	
  infrastructure	
  in	
  buildings	
  
varies	
  by	
  type	
  and	
  age,	
  and	
  we	
  would	
  want	
  to	
  ensure	
  that	
  compatibility	
  with	
  higher	
  
blends	
  could	
  work	
  in	
  a	
  seamless	
  fashion.	
  This	
  takes	
  time	
  and	
  resources.	
  For	
  this	
  
reason,	
  we	
  feel	
  that	
  Intro	
  642	
  would	
  be	
  best	
  amended	
  to	
  require	
  a	
  B5	
  fuel	
  standard	
  
starting	
  in	
  2016,	
  and	
  then	
  study	
  the	
  feasibility	
  of	
  going	
  as	
  high	
  as	
  B20	
  in	
  the	
  near	
  
future.	
  	
  

Our	
  goal	
  is	
  to	
  continue	
  to	
  increase	
  the	
  blends	
  as	
  the	
  collective	
  group	
  of	
  
stakeholders	
  deems	
  it	
  safe	
  and	
  reliable.	
  NYOHA’s	
  goal	
  is	
  to	
  be	
  at	
  B20	
  biodiesel	
  and	
  
we	
  wish	
  to	
  work	
  with	
  the	
  Council	
  on	
  eventually	
  reaching	
  that	
  goal	
  in	
  sensible	
  and	
  
well-­‐monitored	
  steps	
  so	
  as	
  to	
  ensure	
  a	
  smooth	
  transition	
  to	
  this	
  powerful	
  more	
  
renewable	
  fuel.	
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We	
  at	
  NYOHA	
  feel	
  that	
  there	
  is	
  more	
  that	
  we	
  can	
  do	
  to	
  make	
  biodiesel	
  into	
  a	
  
standard,	
  everyday	
  part	
  of	
  New	
  Yorkers’	
  lives	
  through	
  clean	
  transportation	
  and	
  that	
  
is	
  why	
  we	
  are	
  also	
  supportive	
  of	
  Intro	
  880	
  which	
  seeks	
  to	
  set	
  a	
  fuel	
  standard	
  of	
  B5	
  
ultra	
  low	
  sulfur	
  diesel	
  for	
  all	
  city-­‐owned,	
  operated	
  or	
  contracted	
  schools	
  buses.	
  	
  

Currently	
  the	
  vast	
  majority	
  of	
  the	
  school	
  buses	
  are	
  powered	
  by	
  heavy-­‐duty	
  
diesel	
  engines	
  and	
  consume	
  conventional	
  diesel	
  fuel.	
  Numerous	
  school	
  districts	
  
across	
  the	
  country	
  have	
  realized	
  the	
  health	
  and	
  environmental	
  benefits	
  of	
  biodiesel	
  
blends	
  and	
  made	
  the	
  switch.	
  	
  

I	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  conclude	
  by	
  saying	
  that	
  this	
  an	
  exciting	
  time	
  for	
  the	
  heating	
  oil	
  
and	
  biodiesel	
  industry,	
  which,	
  like	
  many	
  industries,	
  is	
  seeing	
  the	
  benefits	
  of	
  new	
  
developments	
  and	
  investments	
  that	
  will	
  create	
  a	
  more	
  sustainable,	
  cleaner	
  fuel.	
  	
  

Thank	
  you	
  for	
  your	
  time	
  today.	
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Lisa DiCaprio, October 26, 2015  

Revised testimony in support of Int. 880-2015, a Local Law to amend the administrative 
code of the city of New York, in relation to the use of B-5 biodiesel fuel in city-owned, 
operated or contracted school buses.  

  

My name is Lisa DiCaprio. I am a professor of Social Sciences at New York University 
where I teach courses on sustainability.  

 

I am testifying in support of Int. 880-2015 introduced by Council Member Helen 
Rosenthal which “requires that diesel fuel-powered school buses use ultra-low sulfur 
diesel fuel that contains five percent biodiesel.” This law is required because the 9,500 
school buses contracted by the NYC Department of Education were exempted from the 
2013 law mandating a minimum of B5 for NYC-owned and operated diesel vehicles.  

 

I support the proposed legislation for the following reasons: 

 The new law will not require modifications for vehicles built after 1993. 
 

 The new mandate will reduce air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions and 
improve air quality within NYC school buses.  
 

 As transportation is the second largest source of greenhouse gas emissions in 
NYC, this law will contribute to meeting NYC’s new goal of reducing these 
emissions by 80% by 2050.  
 

 Int. 880-2015 represents an important expansion in the use of a biodiesel blend 
for NYC vehicles which began with a 2005 law requiring a B5 biodiesel blend in 
NYC Parks Departments vehicles. This initiative’s success inspired the 2013 law 
that was applied to the 9,000 NYC-owned and operated diesel vehicles. (See:  
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/motorist/alternativefuel.shtml#standard) 

 

 An increasing number of cities and school districts in the U.S. are mandating 
biodiesel in their diesel school buses. (See, for example, 
http://www.biodiesel.org/using-biodiesel/market-segments/school-buses)  
 
 

 With regard to land use and food production, soybeans are a multi-purpose crop 
and oil can be extracted from a soybean while leaving the rest of the soybean 
available for other purposes.  

http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/motorist/alternativefuel.shtml#standard
http://www.biodiesel.org/using-biodiesel/market-segments/school-buses
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I also recommend consideration of these three questions:  

 

1. The 2013 biodiesel law requires the use of a B5 biodiesel blend as of July 1, 
2014, the use of a B20 blend from April to November as of July 1, 2016, and a 
pilot program to be launched prior to December 1, 2016 to study the feasibility of 
using a B20 blend throughout the year. Will a separate year-round B20 blend 
feasibility study be carried out for NYC diesel school buses? (For an update on 
the implementation of the 2013 law and the DOT’s alternative fuels program, see:  
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/motorist/alternativefuel.shtml 
 
 

2. When the diesel school buses that are owned by the companies with which the 
City has contracts reach the end of their useful life, would it be possible to 
recommend or mandate their replacement by electric vehicles? Charging stations 
would only be required at the depots for school buses.  
 

3. According to the Union of Concerned Scientists, "Biodiesel made from waste 
materials or used cooking oil can cut global warming pollution by 80 to 90 
percent relative to conventional diesel fuel." However, as with many raw 
materials, the sourcing of the oil used in biodiesel is important. See: 
http://www.ucsusa.org/clean-vehicles/clean-fuels/biodiesel-basics#.Vi501G5vnXs  
Would it be possible to consider mandating procurement policies that would 
require the biodiesel used in NYC school buses to be obtained from recycled 
restaurant oil and/or soybeans grown in the Midwest and to preclude biodiesel 
obtained from sources such as palm oil from Indonesia, which is a source of 
deforestation?  

 

In conclusion, the proposed legislation affirms the crucial role of government mandates 
in expanding the use of alternative fuels for vehicles in NYC as a way to reduce our 
carbon footprint.  

 

 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/motorist/alternativefuel.shtml
http://www.ucsusa.org/clean-vehicles/clean-fuels/biodiesel-basics#.Vi501G5vnXs











