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	THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK
FINANCE DIVISION
LATONIA MCKINNEY, DIRECTOR
FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

PROPOSED INTRO. NO:  768-A
COMMITTEE: Fire and Criminal Justice Services   

	TITLE: A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of correction to report on enhanced supervision housing.

	SPONSORS: Council Members Garodnick, Dromm, Ferreras-Copeland, Constantinides, Gentile, Johnson, Lander, Levine, Rose, Rosenthal, Mendez, and Cabrera


SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION: Proposed Intro. 768-A would amend the current reporting requirements for the Department of Correction (DOC) to include information regarding all types of segregated housing units in which inmates are restricted to their cells for a certain period of time.  Currently, the DOC provides reports related to punitive segregation housing units and mental health units.  Proposed Intro 768-A would require the Department to post quarterly reports on its website with 42 indicators related to segregated housing units, the inmates housed there, activities and services, the movement of inmates within and between housing units, the use of force, and inmate complaints.

EFFECTIVE DATE: This local law would effect on January 1, 2016, and the first quarterly report to include the new housing units would be due on April 20, 2016.

FISCAL YEAR IN WHICH FULL FISCAL IMPACT ANTICIPATED: Fiscal 2017
FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT:

	

	Effective FY16

	FY17 Succeeding Effective FY
	Full Fiscal Impact FY17

	Revenues
	$0
	$0
	$0

	Expenditures
	$170,1465
	$340,291
	$340,291

	Net
	$170,1465
	$340,291
	$340,291



IMPACT ON REVENUES: It is estimated that there will be no impact on revenues resulting from the enactment of this legislation.

IMPACT ON EXPENDITURES: It is estimated that Proposed Intro 768-A would require the Department to hire additional uniform staff and have a fiscal impact of $340,291 in Fiscal 2017.  Local Law 42 of 2014 requires the DOC to post a quarterly report on the conditions of inmates in punitive segregation facilities, including mental health facilities in which inmates are isolated to their cells for significantly longer than inmates in general population. As a result of Local Law 42 of 2014, the Department’s budget was increased by $921,069 ($492,994 in PS and $427,075 in OTPS) in the Fiscal 2016 November Plan for five uniform officers and one civilian position to ensure compliance.  In early 2015, the DOC established a new Enhanced Segregation Housing Unit, in which inmates are isolated to their cells for more hours than inmates in general population, but less hours than inmates in punitive segregation.  Proposed Intro 768-A would require the DOC to include inmates in the new Enhanced Segregation Housing Units as part of the quarterly reports they are already required to submit regarding inmate conditions in punitive segregation housing.  Intro 292-A requires the Department of Correction (DOC) to post a quarterly report on the conditions of inmates in punitive segregation facilities, in which inmates are isolated to their cells for significantly longer than inmates in general population. As a result of this legislation the Fiscal 2016 November Plan included $921,069 ($492,994 in PS and $427,075 in OTPS) for five uniform officers and one civilian position to ensure the Department would be able to comply with this legislation.  In early 2015, the DOC established a new Enhanced Segregation Housing Unit, in which inmates are isolated to their cells for more hours than inmates in general population, but less hours than inmates in punitive segregationProposed Intro 768-A . would require the Department to collect information from inmates such as the number of requests made by inmates for assistance from the law library and the number of requests made by inmates to make telephone calls.  According to the Department, the additional data collection required by this legislation would require additional funding of $418,524 for four uniform officers and one civilian position.  We estimate that only the additional uniform staff would of one captain and three correction officers would be needed to ensure accurate and timely data collection. Since Proposed Intro 768-A would not take effect until January 1, 2016, the estimated expenditure in Fiscal 2016 would represent half year value of the increase in uniform staffing and the full year value would go into effect beginning in Fiscal 2017. Due to the new reporting requirements and increased volume of data collection associated with the package of the eight reporting bills that the Council will consider on September 17, 2015, the Department has estimated that one-time funding of $500,000 would be needed to upgrade its information technology infrastructure to comply. A portion of this cost would be attributable to Proposed Intro 768-A
Intro 768-A would require the DOC to include inmates in the new Enhanced Segregation Housing units as part of the quarterly reports they are already required to submit regarding inmate conditions in punitive segregation housing. The Department would be required to collect information from inmates such as the number of requests made by inmates for assistance from the law library and he number of requests made by inmates to make telephone calls.  The additional data collection required by this legislation would require additional staff to meet the need of the reporting bill.  According to DOC, this legislation would require one captain and three correction officers to collect the data in the Enhanced Segregation Housing Unit. The Full year value for the three correction officers and one captain would go into effect beginning in Fiscal 2017.  Maybe just put the full value in 2017 since unlikely to hire correction officers in 16? 


SOURCE OF FUNDS TO COVER ESTIMATED COSTS: General Fund 
SOURCE OF INFORMATION: New York City Department of Correction	
ESTIMATE PREPARED BY: Steve Riester, Legislative Financial Analyst	
					

ESTIMATE REVIEWED BY: Regina Poreda Ryan, Deputy Director
       Rebecca Chasan, Assistant Counsel
       Tanisha Edwards, Chief Counsel
	
LEGISLATIVE HISTORY:  This legislation was introduced to the Council on April 28, 2015 as Intro. No. 768 and referred to the Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services. The Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services held a hearing on Intro. No. 768 on May 6, 2015 and the legislation was laid over. The legislation was subsequently amended and the amended legislation, Proposed Intro. No. 768-A, will be voted on by the Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services on September 16, 2015. Upon successful vote by the Committee, Proposed Intro. No. 768-A will be submitted to the full Council for a vote on September 17, 2015.             
DATE PREPARED:  September 15, 2015
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