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CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 4

[ gavel ]

SPEAKER MARK-VIVERI TO. Alright, we're
gonna get started...[crosstal K]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Quiet in the
chanbers. Quiet in the chanbers. Everyone, please
have a seat.

SPEAKER MARK-VIVERI TO  There's a | ot
going on today and | know we're starting a little bit
| ater than usual. We're gonna start with Counci
Menber Jumaane WIIlianms, who has a cerenoni al
congratul ati ng Brooklyn Col | ege Acadeny Hi gh School
Grls' Basketball Team the Bobcats, [cheers,
appl ause] if they can cone on up. The Bobcats won
the PSAL B G rls Chanpionship. Al right, Council
Menber .

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS:  Thank you,
Madane Speaker. The girls in ny district play
basketball; this is the second school that we're
honoring the girls' basketball team Today we're
here to honor Brooklyn Coll ege Acadeny Bobcats who
this year beat East Harlem-- |I'msorry East Harlem
-- | hope that's not The Speaker's district -- who
beat East Harlem Pride 46-42 at Baruch College to wn

the PSAL Grls B Division city chanpi onship. Not
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CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 5
only did the Bobcats have a phenonenal undefeated
season; the East Harlem Pride was a tough teamto
beat and were the defending chanpions, so |I'mvery
proud of these girls for their outstanding teamwrk
and achi evenents this year [background comment];
we' Il honor these girls with citations as well, and
so I"'mgonna call each of themout -- Beatrice
Wal |l ace, Cierra Smalls, Jocel yn Puanta, Josephine
Mtaynes -- and | butchered up sone of their nanes,
apol ogi ze -- lvana Lawence, Tatiyana Hi ghsmth,

Shaj uana Henry, Sumaya Greene, Gaelle Ci a Georges,
Shani ya Cadogan, Shaina Brown and Kyra Bl enman.
W're also joined today by four of the teanms
managers, including Sarah Cox, Ashley Meritt, Shanya
Toussai nt, Jhanai Canpbell, the school Assistant
Principal, Lynelle Rennis and Principal N ck
Mazzarella -- | probably said that wong; sorry.

| also know that we're joined by many of
the athletes' famlies and friends; we'd like to
thank them Under the | eadership of Principal N ck
-- Mazzarella [ background comment] -- Mazzarella BCA
is nore than just a sports power house; nobst students
excel academically and dozens win full schol arshi ps

to college. Brooklyn College Acadeny is a
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CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 6
col | aborative school of community learning in ny
district that believes that students, staff and
parents have uni que | eadership capabilities. A
coupl e years ago | was proud to take many students
from BCA and Fl at bush Yeshiva to the Jew sh Hol ocaust
Museum and the African burial ground during an
educational field trip; it was a great bonding
experience for the schools, | renenber it fondly and
is on the canpus of ny alnma mater, Brooklyn Coll ege.
Congratul ati ons again. And | guess we'll have the
princi pal speak or the coach and then one of the
students? [background comment] ©Ch, wanna read the
Proc. Oh yes; can you please read the Proc?

CITY CLERK: Council, City of New York
Procl amati on. Wereas, the Council of the Cty of
New York is proud to honor the Brooklyn Coll ege
Acadeny G rls Basketball Team The Bobcats for the
out standing teamwrk that led to their victory in the
Public School Athletic Leagues Grls B Dvision City
Chanpi onshi p.

And whereas, Brooklyn College Acadeny is
a smal |l conprehensive 9th-12th grade school of
approxi mately 600 students established in 1986 by the

New York City Board of Education in collaboration
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CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 7
with CUNY. The mission of the Acadeny is to
strengt hen student performance and to expand
students' horizons to include: post-secondary
educati onal opportunities and career goals. This
year the Bobcats reaffirnmed the sanme tirel ess
comm tment to success that the rest of the student
body has denonstrated so often.

And whereas, since the school's founding
30 years ago, Brooklyn Coll ege Acadeny has never won
a girls' basketball chanmpionship, but Coach Kristin
Conlon and the athletes on this year's team were
determ ned to change that.

And whereas, this year's Brooklyn Coll ege
Acadeny Bobcats include: Beatrice Wallace, Cerra
Smal | s, Jocelyn Puanta, Josephine Mtaynes, |vana
Lawr ence, Tatiyana H ghsmth, Shajuana Henry, Sunmaya
Greene, Gaelle G a Georges, Shaniya Cadogan, Shai na
Brown and Kyra Bl enman.

And whereas, at the Public Schools
Athletic League's Grls B Division Gty Chanpionship
the BC Acadeny went head to head with East Harl em
Pride. Brooklyn College Acadeny started off slow as
East Harlem Pride's considerable size advantage gave

it problens, but it fell behind 11-2 to start the
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CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 8
gane; it took nearly the entire quarter for the
Bobcats to adjust, but they did and they went on to a
14-0 run that would eventually give thema 16-11 | ead
early in the second quarter. The Bobcats went for
anot her 14-0 run and going into the 4th quarter had a
37-24 | ead. East Harlem Pride wasn't finished though
and cut the lead to three points with just three-and-
a-half mnutes left in the gane. These two teans
al so battled in |ast year's city chanpi onship, but
this year...[ background coments] this year the BC
Acadeny Bobcats were victorious.

Now t herefore be it known, that the
Council of the Gty of New York gratefully honors the
2015 Brooklyn Col | ege Acadeny G rls Basketball Team
for the outstandi ng teammork and triunph [appl ause,
cheers] in the 2015 PSAL Grls B Division Gty
Chanpi onshi p. Melissa Mark-Viverito, Speaker for the
Entire Council; Jumaane D. WIlians, Council Menber
45th District, Brooklyn.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLIAVS: So we | earned
that you beat the students from The Speaker's
di strict; [background conment, |aughter] | hope |

don't | ose any discretionary funds, | hope ny bills
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CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 9
don't slow down, but congratul ati ons and we're gonna
hear from the principal.

PRI NCl PAL MAZZARELLA: First we're gonna
hear from our captain.

[ background comrents, cheers, appl ause]

TEAM CAPTAIN:  Good afternoon, we...oh, oh
sorry. On behalf of Brooklyn College Acadeny, we
woul d like to thank the Cty Hall and Council Menbers
for honoring our hard work and dedication 2015
Chanpi onship B Division basketball.

[cheers, comments, appl ause]

PRI NCl PAL MAZZARELLA: And on that note,
as Principal of Brooklyn Coll ege Acadeny, you have no
i dea how proud | amof our girls' teamand this was
their second consecutive undefeated year and they net
East Harlem Pride | ast year and they beat us, so it
was revenge; it was unfinished business. [background
coment s]

Counci | Menber Wl lianms, thank you so
much; | really appreciate this honor for Brooklyn
Col | ege Acadeny, your alnma mater.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AVMS:  And we'll see
you girls next year for your next chanpionship.

Thank you
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CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 10

SPEAKER MARK-VIVERI TO. Alright. Thank
you, congratul ati ons agai n.

kay, the next cerenonial -- | think this
is the first time | used the name -- Council Menber
Ferreras- Copel and i s gonna be doing a cerenonial for
Kat hl een Turner; right, who's Co-President of City
Meal s on Wieels, who is retiring after six years of
di stingui shed service. W would |like to ask Counci
Menber -- oh...little M. Copeland is there. Ch,
didn't know he was here. [background coment s]

Alright, we're getting distracted now.

[ background comrents] It's great to have you here.
[ background conment s]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS- COPELAND: Thank
you all. Thank you, Madane Speaker. After six years
as Co-President and nany nore, as a nenber of the
Cty Meals on Weels, Ms. Anne Cohen is retiring from
her position and so we're here today to cel ebrate her
out st andi ng humani tari an service to the Gty of New
York. Her commitnent to providing for New Yorkers
has been evident through the outstandi ng work of
Ctynmeal s on Wheels and in litigation, Ms. Cohen has
represented renowned cases [background comrents] and

has recei ved wi de praise for negotiating
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CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 11
groundbreaki ng deals. All around, M. Anne Cohen has
denonstrated her conpassion and care for others
needed assi stance throughout our city.

Unfortunately, Ms. Cohen could not be here today to
receive her Proclamation, but she has sent on her
behal f CGol den d obe-w nning actor and nenber of the
Board of Citymeal s on Wieel s, Kathleen Turner.

[ background comrents, cheers, coments]

SPEAKER MARK-VIVERI TGO And | nade a
m stake; | was just reading what was given to ne, but
it's a pleasure to have you here, Kathleen; thank you
so nuch for accepting on behalf of Ms. Cohen. W're
gonna read the Proclamation, please. Thank you

CITY CLERK: Council, City of New York
Procl amati on. Wereas, the Council of the Cty of
New York is proud to honor Anne Cohen upon her
retirement from C tyneals on Wweels after six years
of distinguished service as Co-President and her
ext ensi ve invol venent that has prepared the
organi zation for the years ahead.

And whereas, Ms. Cohen's conmtnent to
provi ding for New Yorkers has been evident through

her work with Gtynmeals on Weels, as well as her
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CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 12
ot her outstanding contributions in other
associ ati ons.

And whereas, Ms. Cohen's |eadership is
evi dent through her nenberships on the Boards of the
American Council on Germany and the Asian Wnen's
Leadership University Project. As a litigator, she
represented renowned cases and has received w de
prai se for negotiating groundbreaking deal s.

And whereas, in addition to being a
| ecturer in |aw at Col unbia Law School, M. Cohen is
al so a nenber of the Dean's Council. And whereas,
Ms. Cohen, a Yal e Law School graduate al so studied as
a Ford Foundation Fellow. She earned her JD from
Col unbi a, where she was a Harlan Fi ske Stone Schol ar
and an Articles Editor of the Col unbia Law Revi ew.
She was also a law clerk for the Honorable Richard S.
Arnold, U S. Court of Appeals for the 8th Crcuit.

And whereas, Ms. Cohen has inspired many
ot hers through her conpassion and care for others and
is worthy of the esteem of all New Yorkers.

Now therefore be it known, that the
Council of the Gty of New York proudly honors Anne
Cohen for her outstanding humanitarian services in

New York City where the fruits of her |abor have been
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CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 13
received. Melissa Mark-Viverito, Speaker for the
Entire Council; Julissa Ferreras-Copel and, Counci
Menber 21st District, Queens and nmany ot her Counci
Menber s.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO. Al right.

[ background comrents, cheers, applause] Alright, so
Kat hl een says thank you on behal f of Anne, so yes.
And thank you for comng here; it's a pleasure to
have you here.

[ background comrent s]

Alright, if we see a |ot of young people
on the floor, today is Council Menber for a Day, so
wel cone to all the young people that are here from
t hroughout the city of New York. [appl ause]

And then now we have the Wnen's Caucus;
| think -- is it Council Menbers Crow ey and Mealy
that will be doing -- we're doing a cerenonia
proclamation for Bonnie Stone, who's retiring as
President and CEO of Wonen In Need. | don't know if
we can have the representatives fromWN

COUNCI L MEMBER CROALEY: | ask all the
wonen who make up the Wonen's Caucus to join us in
honori ng Bonnie Stone and all the nmen of the Counci

to cone up as well; this is a very special occasion.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 14

Bonnie is the CEO of Wonen In Need. Wnen In Need is
an organi zation that hel ps thousands of honel ess
wonen and their famlies each and every year. Bonnie
has been the CEO for 15 years and sadly, Bonnie has
decided to retire at the end of this year, and for
your outstanding service to the Gty of New York;
know you gave us decades even before you started your
| eadership with WN, but what you did wwth WN since
becom ng the CEQ you have been able to serve over
4500 people every single year; you're taking a heavy
wei ght of f our shoulders as elected officials and
you' re hel pi ng wonen grow in their careers and having
them be able to beconme nore stable to support their
famlies and for that we are so grateful to honor you
today. |If | could have the Proclamati on be read,
pl ease.

CITY CLERK: Council, City of New York
Procl amati on. Wereas, the Council of the Cty of
New York is proud to honor Bonnie Stone upon her
retirement as President and CEO of Whnen In Need in
recognition of her extraordinary |egacy of service.

And whereas, since joining Wnmen I n Need,
a CEO in 2000. Bonnie Stone has been one of the

| eading figures in New York City's fight against
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CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 15
honel essness and a fierce chanpion of wonen's
enpowerment. Wth a unique vision and innovative
approach she has shaped the public conversation on
honel essness, devel oped essential prograns and
spear headed the creation of 11 shelters and 239
per manent housing units that together are responsible
for housi ng 4500 honel ess peopl e, including 2,600
honel ess children in New York every night.

And whereas, under her | eadership as
President and CEQ, Ms. Stone has had a transformative
effect on Wonen I n Need, increasing capacity to house
famlies by tenfold, raising funding |l evels to $65
mllion and building a team of 500 dedi cat ed
staffers. Miuch of her success has been due to a
pi oneeri ng approach to applying research nethods and
data science to social services, which she devel oped
over the course of her career in public service.

And whereas, even before Ms. Stone's
tenure at Wonen In Need, she has a trenendously
positive inpact in the Iives of countless New
Yorkers. From 1978-1986 she served as Deputy
Adm ni strator of the New York City Human Resources
Admi ni stration and opened and operated over 10,000

beds for the homel ess and oversaw protective services
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CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 16
for adults, shelters for battered wonen, honecare
services for the elderly and di sabled, senior citizen
centers and famly planning clinics. As Deputy
Assi stant Conmi ssioner of the Departnent of Health,
she oversaw all of the City's drug abuse treatnent
servi ces, spearheading prograns that despite being
controversial at the time becane nai nstays of the
City's approach to dealing with drug and al cohol
addi cti on.

Now therefore be it known, that the
Wnen's Caucus of the Council of the Gty of New York
gratefully honors Bonnie Stone for outstanding career
and enduring contributions to our community and
wi shes her continued success and happiness in
retirenment. Melissa Mark-Viverito, Speaker for the
Entire Council; Elizabeth Crowl ey, Wnen's Caucus Co-
Chair, Council Menber 30th District, Queens; Darlene
Meal y, Wonen's Caucus Co-Chair, Council Menber 41st
District, Brooklyn, and all of the nenbers of the
Wnen's Caucus.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO. Thank you so
much. Bonnie, it's really been a pleasure working
with you; Wonmen In Need has several shelters in ny

district, so |I've gotten to know you and the
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CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 17
organi zation; it's a really great organization that
has services cityw de and sad to see you go; |'msure
you're retiring but you re gonna still be active in
ot her ways and | ook forward to continued partnership
novi ng forward. So good luck with everything and
thank you. [background comment] Onh yeah, of course.
Yes. Yes. Yes. Bonnie.

BONNI E STONE: | don't have a lot to say,
except Elizabeth here has been rem nding ne it's been
about 45 years of service and | have to tell you, I
have | oved every single day; sone of them| could do
wi t hout, but nostly | loved it, 1've worked for the
Cty and | worked in not-for-profits and with wonen
and children and famlies and | recomend it, it's
been a | abor of love for many, many...ny whole life.
So thank you very nuch; | will really treasure this
and take it to the beach.

[ cheers, appl ause, background coment s]

SPEAKER MARK-VIVERI TO  Alright, that
ends the cerenoni al s.

[ pause]

[ background comrent s]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Can all Counci

Menbers for a Day pl ease approach the front of the
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CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 18
chanbers for a picture? Al Council Mnbers for a
Day; that neans all of those who are in mddle
school , high school or...or |law school or college or
K-5; that may include sone Council Menbers.
[ background coments] All Council Menbers for a Day;
that's the young ones, up front.

[ pause]

[ background conmmrent s]

SERGEANT AT ARMS: Ladies and gentl enen,
can | have your attention, please? Quiet on the
floor, please. Can | have your attention, please?

At this tinme, please place all electronic
devices to vibrate. WIIl all non-Council enployees,
non- Counci | enpl oyees pl ease | eave the main floor of
the chanbers? Thank you.

[ gavel ]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: (Quiet in the
chanbers. Everyone, please have a seat. Please rise
for the Pledge of Allegiance.

SERGEANT AT ARMS: Al rise.

[col l ective Pledge of Allegiance]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Pl ease be seated.
Roll call. Quiet in the chanbers.

[ backgr ound commrent s]
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CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 19
CITY CLERK: Arroyo.
[ background comrent ]
COUNCI L MEMBER FOR A DAY: Present.
C TY CLERK: Barron.
COUNCI L MEMBER FOR A DAY: Present.
CITY CLERK: Cabrera.
COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA: Here.
CITY CLERK:  Chin.
COUNCI L MEMBER CHIN:  Here.
CI TY CLERK:  Cohen.
COUNCI L MEMBER COHEN:  Here.
CITY CLERK: Constanti ni des.
COUNCI L MEMBER FOR A DAY: Here.
CI TY CLERK: Cornegy.
COUNCI L MEMBER CORNEGY: Here.
CTY CLERK: Crow ey.
COUNCI L MEMBER FOR A DAY: Present.
CITY CLERK: Cunbo. Deutsch. D ckens.
COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS:  Here.
CTY CLERK: Dromm
COUNCI L MEMBER DROWM  Here.
CI TY CLERK: Espi nal
COUNCI L MEMBER ESPI NAL: Here.

C TY CLERK: Eugene.
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COUNCI L MEMBER EUGENE: Here.

CITY CLERK: Ferreras- Copel and.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS- COPELAND:

Cl TY CLERK: Garodni ck.

COUNCI L MEMBER GARODNI CK:  Here.

CI TY CLERK: Gentil e. Deut sch.

COUNCI L MEMBER DEUTSCH: Here.

CITY CLERK: G bson. Geenfield.

COUNCI L MEMBER JOHNSON: Pr esent .

CI TY CLERK: Kal | os.

COUNCI L MEMBERS FOR A DAY: Here.

[l aught er]

CI TY CLERK: Ki ng.

COUNCI L MEMBER FOR A DAY: Here.
C TY CLERK:  Koo.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOO.  Present.
CITY CLERK: Koslow tz.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOSLOW TZ:  Here.
CTY CLERK: Lancman.

COUNCI L MEMBER FOR A DAY: Here.
CI TY CLERK: Lander.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER:  Here.

G TY CLERK: Levin.

20

Her e.
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COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN:  Here.
CITY CLERK: Levi ne.
COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI NE:  Here.
CITY CLERK: Maisel. Matteo. Mealy.
Mendez.
COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Here.
CTY CLERK: Mller.
[ background comrent ]
CTY CLERK:  Pal ma.
COUNCI L MEMBER PALMA:  Here.
COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER  Here.
C TY CLERK: Reynoso.
COUNCI L MEMBER FOR A DAY: Here.
CITY CLERK: Richards.
COUNCI L MEMBER FOR A DAY: Present.
CI TY CLERK: Rodriguez.
COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ:  Here.
CITY CLERK: Rose. Rosenthal.

FEMALE VO CE: Can | respond for Julissa?

here. That's Copel and, Copel and. Here.

CITY CLERK: Torres.
COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: Her e.
CTY CLERK: Treyger

COUNCI L MEMBER TREYGER: Here.
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CITY CLERK: U rich. Vacca.
COUNCI L MEMBER VACCA: Here.

CTY CLERK: Val | one.

COUNCI L MEMBER FOR A DAY: Here.
CITY CLERK: Weprin.

COUNCI L MEMBER FOR A DAY: Wepri n.
CTY CLERK:  WIIians.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS:  Here.
CTY CLERK: WIIs.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLS: Here.

CITY CLERK: Arroyo.

COUNCI L MEMBER FOR A DAY: Here.

[ backgr ound conment ]

CI TY CLERK: Rose.

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: Here.

CTY CLERK: Matteo.

COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEQ  Here.
CITY CLERK: Ignizio. Van Braner.
COUNCI L MEMBER FOR A DAY: Here.
CI TY CLERK: Speaker Mark-Viverito.
SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO  Here.

[ background comrent s]

22
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PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: All quiet in the
chanbers. Please rise for the invocation, delivered...
[i nterpose]

SERGEANT AT ARMS: All rise, renpbve your
bal | caps, your caps.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Pl ease renove
your caps. The invocation will be delivered by Iman
[sic] Khalid Latif, Islamc Center at NYU, 238
[i nterpose, background conments] Thonpson Street, New
York, New York -- quiet in the chanbers.

| MAM KHALI D LATIF: Let us pray.

Al mi ghty god, nost nerciful of those who show nercy,
best ower of |ove, source of peace, bless this
gathering and all those who are in it. Assenbled
here today are nen and wonen who truly represent
everything great about this city; shower upon us your
infinite mercy and instill within each of us a sound
sense of respect for others. The diversity of this
city is unlike any other; help us to harness that
diversity and turn it into a much-needed pluralism
that cel ebrates our differences and respects and
seeks to serve our nost underprivileged. The com ng
weeks present opportunities in abundance to better

understand that diversity; as Pride Month is upon us,
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the Islamc nonth of fasting of Ramadan is set to
start next week and it will be sharing its first day
with Juneteenth, a day comrenorating the actual end
of slavery in this country and a day that all New
Yorkers shoul d know and appreci ate, especially as we
are still trying to understand that black |ives
matter. Help us to stand with the people and nmake us
not those who wait for themto cone to us. Let us be
noti vated by sel fl essness, not selfishness; sincerity
and not self-centeredness. Increase us in courage,
conpassi on and confidence, shield us from any
anxi ety, angui sh and affliction; protect us from
hearts that are not hunble, tongues that are not
W se, eyes that have forgotten how to cry and grant
us and our |oved ones only the best in this world and
the best in the next. Forgive us for our
shortcom ngs oh | ord and gui de and bl ess us all.

Amen.

[col | ective amen]

PUBLI C ADVCCATE JAMES: Pl ease be seat ed.
[ background coments] Quiet in the chanbers. A
notion to spread the invocation in full upon the
record by Council Menber Chin, followed by Counci

Menber Steve Levine [sic].
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COUNCI L MEMBER CHIN: Mtion to spread
the invocation in full upon the record and we want to
wel cone Iman [sic] Khalid Latif to the New York City
Council today. | would like to ask ny colleague to
join me in welcomng Iman [sic] Khalid Latif, who is
the University Chaplain for New York University in ny
district, as well as the Executive Director for the
Islam c Center at NYU and a chaplain for the NYPD.
He's also a small business owner in a nunber of
faith-based ventures. He has been very involved in
public service; he was the youngest NYPD chaplain in
the history of New York Cty, at the age of 24. Most
recently he served as a nenber of Mayor de Blasio's
Transition Team and al so on the Public Advocate's
Task Force to Conbat Hate. W are so pleased to have
himw th us today. Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN. Madane Public
Advocat e, as sonebody who has known | mam Latif since
our days as children in New Jersey, including his
days as a star running back for our mddle school and
hi gh school football team | amincredibly pleased to
have the I mam here today to deliver the invocation
and very proud of his great work, including as the

youngest chaplain for the New York City Police
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Departnent in addition to his great work at the
Islamc Center at NYU. |Inmam we are very happy to
have you here today and we're very proud. Thank you
PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you and we
too welcone Iman [sic] Khalid Latif, who tells nme he
was once a star running back until everyone around
himgot taller, [laughter] so we wel conme you. Thank
you, Ssir.
And now Adoption of M nutes, Counci
Menber Espi nal .
COUNCI L MEMBER ESPI NAL: | make a notion
that the Mnutes of the Stated Meeting of My 14,
2015 be adopted as printed.
PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Messages and
Papers fromthe Mayor.
CITY CLERK: Preconsidered M 296, Saint
M chael ' s park.
SPEAKER MARK-VI VERI TO  State and Federa
Legi sl ati on.
CITY CLERK: Preconsidered M 297,
abutting property owners.
SPEAKER MARK-VI VERI TO  State and Federa

Legi sl ati on.
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CITY CLERK: Preconsidered M 298,
disability benefits.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO. State and Feder al
Legi sl ati on.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Conmmuni cation
fromdCty, County and Borough of fices.

CI TY CLERK:  None.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Petitions and
Conmmuni cati ons.

CITY CLERK: M 299, Resignation of Mark
S. Weprin.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO  Recei ved,
Ordered, Printed and Fil ed.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Land Use Call -
Ups.

CTY CLERKC M 300 to M 303.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Coupl ed on Call -
Up Vote. Roll call.

COW TTEE CLERK: Arroyo.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO  Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Barron.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON:  Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Cabrera.

COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA: Aye.
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COW TTEE CLERK:  Chi n.
COUNCI L MEMBER CHI N:  Aye.
COW TTEE CLERK: Cohen.

COUNCI L MEMBER COHEN: I'msorry; this is

t he...[ background comment] oh, aye.

COMM TTEE CLERK: Constanti ni des.
COUNCI L MEMBER CONSTANTI NI DES:  Aye.
COW TTEE CLERK: Cor negy.

COUNCI L MEMBER CORNEGY: Aye.
COM TTEE CLERK: Crow ey.

COUNCI L MEMBER CROALEY: Aye.
COW TTEE CLERK: Cunmbo. Deutsch.
COUNCI L MEMBER DEUTSCH:  Aye.

[ background comrent s]

COM TTEE CLERK: D ckens.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS:  Aye.
COW TTEE CLERK: Dronmm

COUNCI L MEMBER DROWM  Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Espi nal .

COUNCI L MEMBER ESPI NAL:  Eye.
COW TTEE CLERK: Eugene.

COUNCI L MEMBER EUCGENE: Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Ferreras- Copel and.
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COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS- COPELAND:
[ background comrents] We're gonna say aye, Wwth
perm ssion if we could vote also on all Coupled
General Orders.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS- COPELAND: Thank
you. [background comments] | vote aye. Sorry.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

COW TTEE CLERK: Garodnick. Gentil...
[ crosstal k]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: (Gar odni ck.

COW TTEE CLERK: GCentile. G bson.
G eenfi el d.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Aye.

COMM TTEE CLERK:  Johnson.

COUNCI L MEMBER JOHNSON:  Aye.

COM TTEE CLERK: Kal | os.

COUNCI L MEMBER KALLOS:  Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: King.

COUNCI L MEMBER KI NG Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Koo.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOO  Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Koslowitz.
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COUNCI L MEMBER KOSLOW TZ: Can | be
excused to explain ny vote? | would Iike to vote aye
on Land Use Call-Ups and ask for perm ssion to vote
on all Ceneral Coupled Orders.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Yes. You vote
aye?

COUNCI L MEMBER KOSLOWN TZ: | vote aye.
Quiet in the chanbers, please.

COW TTEE CLERK: Lancnan.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANCMAN:  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER FOR A DAY: Yes.

COW TTEE CLERK: Lander. Levin.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN:  Aye.

COM TTEE CLERK: Levi ne.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI NE:  Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Maisel. Matteo.

COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEQ  Yes.

COMWM TTEE CLERK: Mealy. Menchaca.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENCHACA:  Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Mendez.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ:  Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Ml er.

COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER:  Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Pal nma.
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COUNCI L MEMBER PALMA:  Aye.
COW TTEE CLERK: Reynoso.
COUNCI L MEMBER REYNCSO  Aye.
COW TTEE CLERK: Ri chards.
COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS:  Aye.
COMWM TTEE CLERK: Rodri guez.
COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ:  Aye.
COW TTEE CLERK: Rose.

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: Aye.
COW TTEE CLERK: Gentil e.
COUNCI L MEMBER GENTI LE:  Aye.
COW TTEE CLERK: Mui sel .
COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL:  Aye.
COMWM TTEE CLERK: Rosent hal .
COUNCI L MEMBER ROSENTHAL:  Aye.
[ backgr ound commrent s]

COW TTEE CLERK: Cunbo.
COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO  Aye.
COW TTEE CLERK: Torres.
COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: Aye.
COW TTEE CLERK: Treyger.
COUNCI L MEMBER TREYGER:  Aye.
COW TTEE CLERK: Ulrich.

COUNCI L MEMBER ULRI CH:  Yes.

31
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COW TTEE CLERK: Vacca.
COUNCI L MEMBER VACCA: Aye.
COW TTEE CLERK: Val | one.
COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.
COMWM TTEE CLERK:  Weprin.
COUNCI L MEMBER VPRI N:  Aye.
COW TTEE CLERK: W I li ans.
COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS:  Aye.
COW TTEE CLERK: W Is.
COUNCI L MEMBER WLLS: Aye.
COMM TTEE CLERK: 1 gni zi o.

COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO 1'd like to vote

on all Ceneral Oders, please.

nmuch.

al |

wel | .

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Yes.

COUNCIL MEMBER I GNI ZI O Thank you very
I vote no on M 298, 125-B and 318-A and aye on
others and want to wi sh ny col | eague, Mark Weprin
Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

[ background conment ]

COW TTEE CLERK: Van Braner.

COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER:  Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Speaker Mark-Viverito.

SPEAKER MARK-VI VERI TO. | vote aye.
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PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Today's Land Use
Call -Ups were adopted by a vote of 47 in the
affirmative, 0 in the negative...quiet in the
chanmbers. And now we wi |l hear from Speaker Ml issa
Mar k- Vi verito.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO. Thank you, Madane
Publ i c Advocat e.

Today, as we've al ready indicated, that
we're joined by a |ot of young New Yorkers from
across the five boroughs who are here for our Counci
Menber for a Day program Shadow ng a counci
menber, they learn all about the |egislative process
we follow and get to join in our Stated Meeting
today. So I wanna wel cone all our Council Menbers
for a Day; thank you for visiting; good |uck in your
studies. You are the |eaders of tonorrow and we hope
that you'll continue your interest in governnent and
| eadership, so it's great to have you here with us.

I'"d also like to note that today is the
| ast Stated for one of our colleagues; Council Menber
Mark Weprin | eaving to accept a position with the
Governor's O fice. Council Menber Weprin has been an
amazi ng representative for his community in Queens;

has shown tremendous | eadership as Chair of the
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Zoni ng and Franchi ses Conm ttee and head of the
Queens Del egation. So | know, Mark, that | speak on
behal f of all of our colleagues you' ve been hearing
and you'll probably hear a | ot of goodbyes and good
luck, but definitely we'll mss you here and we w sh
you the best in your new position and |'msure we're
gonna be seeing a lot of you and interacting with you
quite often, so congratul ations.

[ appl ause, cheers]

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Alright, 1..
you' re wel cone.

Today the City Council will be voting on
a Land Use action to significantly expand the Crown
Heights Historic District in Brooklyn; this historic
designation will protect over 600 buil dings which
represent an inportant part of New York City's
architectural history and preserve the specia
character of Crown Heights. | would like to ask both
Counci | Menbers Cunbo and Cornegy to say a few words
about this. Council Menber Cunbo.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO. Thank you. It's
ny honor to work with Council Menber Cornegy; this
has been a very inportant project that happened way

before | came into office and as the denographics, as
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well as the architectural |andscape of Brooklyn, New
York and the City of New York changes right before
our very eyes, it's so inportant that we gather
together today and in all efforts to preserve the
vitality, the architecture, the | andscape and what
makes Brooklyn, New York such a wonderful place to be
is the building and the construction and the care to
detail and the craftsmanshi p; these are all the
t hi ngs that wel cone people to Brooklyn that nake
everyone wanna live in the greatest borough in the
wor | d [ background conmments, |aughter], but | just
wanna t hank ny col | eague, Council Menber Robert
Cornegy; this is going to be an amazi ng opportunity
for Brooklynites and New Yorkers all over. Thank you
so very much.

COUNCI L MEMBER CORNEGY: | woul d just
like to echo the sentinments of ny colleague, Laurie
Cunbo, it's been a pleasure to work with her and to
the residents of Crown Hei ghts and Bedf ord- St uyvesant
that will benefit fromthis designation | wanna say
you know we're very pleased with the ability to
protect and honor the sanctity of the brownstones and
tree-lined streets that we are so proud of in the

greatest village, | believe, [laugh, background
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coments] in the Council. So thank you, everybody
and ny col |l eagues for making this happen. Thank you,
Madane Speaker.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO  Thank you,
Counci | Menber .

Over the | ast several nonths the Counci
has engaged in serious and nuch needed di scussi ons
about how to best provide for our city's uniforned
officers in case they are seriously injured in the
line of duty. Every day the hard-working nen and
wonen of the NYPD, the FDNY, DSNY and DOC work to
keep New York Gty safe, clean and operating and we
must honor their work with fair policies that nmake
sense. Today the City Council will vote on a Hone
Rul e Message requesting the State to pass |egislation
to nmake needed changes to the disability pensions of
New York's uni fornmed enpl oyees. This proposal is
fair, it's fiscally responsible and will protect al
of our uniformed officers regardl ess of when they
were hired. The Council has thoroughly exam ned al
proposals and we are proud to support a plan that
strikes a fair bal ance between saf eguardi ng our
city's unifornmed officers and our city's finances.

The plan the Council is endorsing will raise salaries
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for younger workers at a 75 percent tax-free
disability benefit for those who are seriously
disabled in the line of duty and assure all officers
are treated equally. The nessage we are sending to
Al bany today is clear; we nmust protect those who
protect New York City. Throughout this process the
Counci | has nmintai ned an open |ine of conmunication
with the PBA, the UFA union |eaders, the
Adm nistration and all stakeholders. | thank all of
ny col |l eagues for their input throughout this process
and | ook forward to continuing to work with the
uni ons, the Adm nistration and the State Legislature
to better our city for all New Yorkers.

Today we're al so voting on a major
| egi sl ati ve package to inprove the regulatory climte
for small businesses in New York City; these are
nmeasures that | first proposed in ny State of the
City Address and we're all very proud to be voting on
t hem t oday.

We have two bills that require the
Departnent of Consunmer Affairs and the Ofice of
Adm nistrative Trials and Hearings to issue reports
on violations that are dism ssed and that require

agencies that issues these violations to report on
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plans to mnimze the nunber of unwarranted
vi ol ati ons.

If sinple neasures, such as retraining
i nspectors or clarifying rules can save busi ness
owners the hassle of appealing unnecessary
violations, it's in everyone best interest.

Qur next bill requires the Mayor's O fice
of Operations to engage in outreach efforts to ensure
that nore snmall businesses conpl ete the custoner
service survey available on the Cty's website. This
val uabl e feedback woul d be required to be used as
t hese agencies formulate and refine their Council -
mandat ed custoner service training.

Anot her bill in this package woul d
require the Departnent of Consuner Affairs, supported
by the Department of Small Business Services, to hold
mul ti pl e busi ness educati on events [background
coment] across the city each year to provide | oca
busi nesses with information on the |aws and rul es
that are enforced by the agency.

The City's role in regul ati ng business
shoul d be to ensure that everyone knows the rules and

is able to follow them not to catch small busi ness
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owners off-guard with violations that could easily be
avoi ded with proper educati on.

The next bill creates a small business
advocate position in the Departnment of Small Business
Services. This office wll be dedicated to hel ping
busi ness owners obtain appropriate services fromthe
Depart nent and ot her governnental agenci es.

Wen we listen to small businesses and
when we listen to small business owners, we hear a
wi de variety of concerns on numerous issues and it's
time for themto have a single, convenient point of
contact within the Adm nistration to address these
concerns.

And the final bill in this package is one
["mvery proud to sponsor. This bill wll require
that the Mayor's O fice of Operations nake avail able
the Business Omers Bill of Rights in at |east the
top six | anguages spoken by limted English
proficient New Yorkers so that small business
operators will know they have a right to | anguage
transl ation services during inspections. It wll
al so require the Mayor's O fice of Operations to
establ i sh specific protocols for inspectors in

mul tiple agencies to follow in order to determ ne
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whet her a busi ness operator needs | anguage
transl ation services and to provide such services.

Smal | busi nesses have al ways pl ayed a
huge role in the i mmgrant success story that is New
York Cty. Restaurants and shops across the five
bor oughs all ow New Yorkers fromall over the world to
pursue the entrepreneurial dreans while al so
enriching the cultural experience for everyone in
this city. Sinply put, |anguage barrier should be no
excuse for the Gty not to fully conmmunicate to
busi ness owners their rights and responsibilities.
This bill will ensure that we inprove that
conmmuni cati on goi ng forward.

So now | " mgonna call up a couple of ny
col | eagues to speak on sonme of the bills that nake up
this conprehensive small busi ness package. | also
do, on the staff side, wanna thank Laura Popa, Matt
Gewol b, obvi ously, Rachel Cordero, David Seitzer,

Jeff Canpagna, Aboni Raham [sp?] and Shijuade Kadree.

Sol'dlike to first start off with
Counci | Menber Vincent Gentile, foll owed by Counci
Menmber Rosenthal, followed by council Menber Cornegy;

then Espinal and then Chin.
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COUNCI L MEMBER CENTI LE: Thank you,

Madane Speaker and thank you for your continued
support of small business agenda and certainly this
package here today. Also wanna thank Chairs Cornegy
and Espinal for their support in Int. 729-A, which
we're voting on today and certainly the staff that
had a part in putting it together.

This bill which we're voting on today
really will be of benefit to small businesses down
the road, because what this bill will do is mandate a
study to discover those violations that are issued to
busi ness owners [ background comment] that are
frequently dism ssed once the business owner goes to
court. And so this bill wll mandate that DCA study
to find out what violations are commonly di sm ssed
and after finding that out, then work to reduce those
vi ol ations frombeing issued by inspectors and in so
doi ng, stop the harassnent of small business owners
who are required to go down and fight these
violations, only to have them di sm ssed and they |ose
their time from busi nesses and basically continue to
do this over and over again. So this bill is a good
bill to create this study to reduce these violations

in the long run, so | appreciate your support today.
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COUNCI L MEMBER ROSENTHAL: Thanks so
much. You know, | wanna thank the Speaker and
Counci | Menber Cornegy for their support in putting
this supporting bill through to better understand,
i ke Council Menber Gentile's bill, why so nmany cases
are dismssed; it will help our small business
peopl e, our restaurateurs; in addition to that, on
sort of the flip side, it'll help us understand why
| andl ords aren't paying for violations that are
i ssued agai nst them You know, of the thousand
violations that the Ofice of Special Enforcenent
puts out on | andl ords, we hear stories that many of
those violations are sinply dism ssed or disregarded;
simlarly, with harassnment and eviction of our
tenants in rent-stabilized hones, we hear that
| andl ords are bringing |awers into the CATH with
them and getting their cases dismssed. So |I'm
| ooking forward to understanding better why the cases
are being dismssed and what we can do to better
protect our tenants. Thank you so nuch.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO. Thank you Counci
Menber. Council Menber Cornegy.

COUNCI L MEMBER CORNEGY: Thank you,

Madane Speaker.
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Smal | busi ness owners do incredibly
val uabl e and incredibly difficult work that benefits
t he people they enploy, the custoners they serve and
our city as a whole. M goal as Chair of the
Committee on Small Business is to do all | can to
make their tough jobs easier. Today's bills
acconplish that goal by inproving the way the City
interacts with small businesses in nmany ways. (oing
forward, non-English speakers will have a fairer
chance during inspections, the nunber of education
events across the boroughs will be increased, and
owners will be encouraged to give neani ngful feedback
and there will be a clear entry point for business
owners to share their concerns with the Departnent of
Smal | Business Services. Mreover, we'll have a
better understandi ng of how busi ness sunmonses are
resol ved by the Departnent of Consunmer Affairs and
OATH;, as these nmechanisns tell us nore about what
busi ness owners need, we'll continue to do better to
serve them [background coment ]

I wanna thank Speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverito and all the nenbers who worked to support
and co-sponsor these bills, for their vision and

determi nation. But | wanna really give a special
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shout-out to The Speaker because this is a testanent
to her, even in her State of the City, her comm tnent
to smal|l businesses and | wanna t hank you for
honoring that in this way and real ly nmaki ng sure that
smal | busi nesses are protected and can neet their
m ssion and vision statenents across the City of New
York, so you, Madane Speaker.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Thank you,
Counci | Menber for your support and your | eadership
on behal f of small businesses. Council Menber
Espi nal .

[ background conment ]

COUNCI L MEMBER ESPI NAL: Dear col |l eagues,
today | urge you to vote in favor of Int. 726-A, a
bill which would expand and codify a successful pass
program of DCA; it's called Business Educati on Days.
This bill, which is part of The Speaker's snal
busi ness package, would require DCA to hold events in
two separate |ocations in each of the five boroughs
of the city on an annual basis. It would also
require that any lectures or educational nmaterials
produced for the events be nmade avail able in English
and the six | anguages nost commonly spoke in the

city. DCA will work together with the Departnent of
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Smal | Businesses and will provide information at
t hese events, which include the laws and rul es and
enforced by DCA. Again, small businesses are the
heart of the Anerican econony and nowhere is this
felt nore deeply than here in the Gty of New York

H storically, New York City hasn't been
friendly to small businesses and |"'mreally proud to
introduce this bill and this package al ongsi de The
Speaker to make that possible here in New York.
Thank you

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Thank you.
Counci | Menber Chin.

COUNCI L MEMBER CHIN:  Thank you, Madane
Speaker. Qur city has great services for smal
busi nesses, [background conment] but many of our
smal | busi nesses do not know how to access these
prograns or whomto turn to when they have questions
about the City's rules and regulations. W get a |ot
of small business owners who conme into nmy district
of fice with questions about tickets they got or
| ooking for help to access new City prograns for
smal | businesses. Sonetinmes they are struggling with
| anguage access issues and sonetines they just need

hel p to understand the City's agency. | sponsor this




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 46
bill, Int. 724-A, with Council Menber Cornegy and our
Speaker so that [background comment] small busi nesses
wi Il have a voice and a shepherd within the Cty
governnent. The advocates in the Departnent of Small
Busi ness Services will be able to help them access
and navigate City agencies and speak up for them when
there are issues. In a nutshell, this bill is about
i ncreasi ng access and transparency in Cty governnent
for small business owners.

I want to thank our Speaker, Melissa
Mar k- Vi verito and Council Menber Cornegy for their
support in getting this legislation passed. 1| also
woul d i ke to thank Jeff Canpagna, who worked very
hard on this legislation with us, as well as Matt
Gewol b and Laura Popa, and of course, ny Chief of
Staff, Yunme Kitasei, and | ask my colleagues to join
me in supporting this bill

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Thank you,
Counci | Menber.

Today we're al so passing a bill that wll
require all car wash businesses in the city to be
i censed by the Departnent of Consuner Affairs in
order to operate. |I'mvery proud to sponsor this

bill; it's been a bill -- we've been working for over
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a year-and-a-half, so very excited we've arrived to
thi s day.

In order to receive a |license, businesses
woul d, anong other things, be required to obtain a
$150, 000 bond to cover any cl ains agai nst the
busi ness, including those for |abor violations, such
as wage theft and danages to vehicles. This bond
amount is reduced to $30,000 for businesses operating
with a collective bargaining agreenment or those that
are under a State-supervised settlenent.

Car wash businesses woul d al so have to
certify that they are in conpliance with certain
Departnent of Buil dings and Depart nent of
Envi ronnmental Protection | aws and keep records of
damaged cars and paynents to custoners.

Over the last few years we've held a
nunber of hearings on this topic and there is a clear
record of w despread | abor violations in New York
Cty's car wash industry. The car wash |icensing
| egi sl ation provides protections for New Yorkers from
unscrupul ous car wash owners. The law will help us
enforce environnmental |aws governing the use of water
and the disposal of pollutants; it will also help

consuners that patronize car washes.
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Finally, the law will help protect
enpl oyees of car washes, and particularly, vulnerable
group of |owwage workers. The Gty Council wll
continue to stand up for New Yorkers and our
l egislation will hold businesses accountabl e.

Last year | was proud to stand with
Attorney General Eric Schneiderman as we announced a
| andmark settlement to help those who had fallen
victimto | abor abuse in the car wash industry and
this bill will continue that work by taking a
proactive step to prevent such practices from
happening in the first place.

This has been a long fight for fairness
in the industry and today |'mvery proud to say that
the Council is stepping up and passing this inportant
pi ece of |egislation.

I wanna thank Laura Popa, Terzah Nasser,
Matt Carlin, Gafar Zaal off, Natalie Rehagen [sp?],
Rob Newman, Lyle Frank, Chris Eshleman and Ray
Maj ewski for all of their hard work

And finally, we're passing a very
i nportant piece of legislation that will continue the
Council's work to nake New York City a nore fair

place to live and to work for all. Today we're
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voting on the Fair Chance Act, a bill that wll
strengthen our city's human rights |aw by prohibiting
enpl oyers from aski ng about an applicant's crim nal
background prior to making a conditional job offer.

If an applicant is revealed to have a
crimnal record after being given a conditiona
of ficer, the enployer would be required to get a
witten explanation if they intend to rescind or
reduce the offer. The applicant would then have a
three-day period of time to provide explanation or to
correct any inaccurate information. This bill is a
bal anced and reasonable way to ensure that those who
have made m stakes in their past still have the
opportunity to inprove their lives in the future.

W' ve taken a |l ot of action and had a | ot
of discussion in recent nonths about crimnal justice
reform The driving force behind these discussions
has the goal to live a city where those who viol ate
the |l aw are puni shed accordingly but are also given
the tools to get their lives back on track. Wen we
take away the chance to find honest enploynent from
those who have nade bad decisions in the past, we're
only setting up roadblocks to their efforts to

rebuild their |ives.
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This bill still gives enployers a choice
about who they hire, but it makes the process fair
for all parties involved.

I wanna thank on the staff side, Mtt
Gewol b, Rachel Cordero, Rob Newran, Alicia Brown,
Muzna Ansari and Ei sha Wi ght.

Council Menber WIllianms has | ed the fight
on this issue -- congratul ations Council Menber
Wl lianms; thank you for your |eadership and if you
could say a few words.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: Thank you
Madane Speaker; thank you for your |eadership on
getting this...helping get this bill this far to be
voted on today and wanna thank the Chair of G vil
Rights Comm ttee, Darlene Mealy; | al so wanna thank
Borough President Gale Brewer, who had this bill in
the prior session and was instrumental in getting it
here today as well.

Havi ng a past conviction shoul d not
prevent soneone from being able to put food on the
table or pay rent; the Fair Chance Act wll ensure
that all New Yorkers, including those who have been

stigmati zed because of previous convictions, wll
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have an equal opportunity to conpete for jobs for
whi ch they qualify.

Today is the National Day of Action,
urgi ng President OGhama to adopt a Fair Chance Hiring
policy for Federal contractors to mark the occasion.
I"mvery proud that New York Cty Council is expected
to pass the New York City Fair Chance Act and join 17
states and nore than 100 cities and counties who have
al ready adopted simlar legislation; I'mvery proud
that this bill is one of the strongest in the nation.

This legislation will not hurt enployers;
that is it does not require themto hire any
particul ar application; it does however delay the
background check, thus [background coment ]
si npl ementing [sic] preexisting | aw that says
enpl oyers cannot deny a job because of a record
unless there is a direct relationship to the job.

To be clear, you currently are not
supposed to di scrim nate agai nst soneone just because
they have a crimnal history, but many of the
apprehensions to this bill is because people want to
continue to use a crimnal history to discrimnate
and we want to prevent that and enforce this | aw by

sayi ng that you cannot ask the question at the




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 52
begi nning; you have to ask it after you' ve assessed
them as an entire person.

Enpl oyers who are legally prohibited from
hiring people with certain convictions nust still do
so and enpl oyers can still do State-all owed
assessnent to determ ne which convictions conflict
with the job, but by del aying the background checks,
this law will make it possible for sone qualified
appl i cants who happen to al so have a record to nake
it through an initial screening process and thereby
stand a better chance of being considered for a job.

The Fair Chance Act allows people with a
conviction history to be evaluated on their nerits,
Wi t hout conprom sing safety and security on the job.
Under the act, enployers nmust nmake a conditional job
of fer before inquiring into the crimnal history of
an applicant or conducting any crimnal history
sear ch.

We are right now, in the nation and in
New York City, trying our best to deal with many
i ssues, particularly around viol ence and gun viol ence
in the city; | believe this bill has the pleasure of
being a jobs bill, of being a crimnal justice reform

bill and being a public safety bill. 1'mvery happy
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that this wll affect and help people with crim na
backgrounds and even nore happy that black and Latino
nei ghbor hoods that too often have a higher rate of
interaction with the crimnal justice systemw |l be
hel ped, and in particular, black males, who have
anmong the highest interaction, will be hel ped by
this. W do know that hurt people hurt people and we
think of Kalief Browder, who took his owmn |life, he
hurt hinself; it's disappointing that we couldn't
save him there are other young nen who are hurting
each ot her because they're feeling sone of the sane
pain and it's inportant that we recogni ze; either
young bl ack nmal es are nore prone genetically to be
crimnals or they're the systemc problem and if you
believe the first part, | don't know what to say to
you; if you, like me, are better-m nded and believe
the second part, please join us in trying to address
the system c issues, not just in crimnal justice; in
housi ng, in education and unenpl oynent, so that we
can get to the root of the problem

I"d like to thank Chair Mealy for
supporting this bill and The Speaker and would |ike
to additionally thank the many staff and advocates

who worked on the bill, including on the Counci
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side, Matt Gewol b, Rob Newman, Comm ttee Counsel
Alicia Brown, the Conmttee's forner Counsel, Jul ene
Beckford, Maya Wley fromthe Mayor side, Abades
Debasu [sp?], Britney Mbore. M staff -- WIliam
Berlick [sp?], special thanks to Paul Keefe fromthe
Community Service Society for helping to draft the
bill, Alicia fromVocal, and of course the co prine

sponsor, Borough President Gale Brewer, who

originally introduced this bill in the previous
session and her staff -- Shula Warren and Hallie Chua
[sp?] -- apologize if |I forgot anyone, but |I do wanna

gi ve special shout-outs to my Deputy Chief of Staff,
Nick Smith; since he got here this is what he's been
wor ki ng for, and Conm ttee Counsel Rachel Cordero,
who | know |I've annoyed incessantly; | know advocates
has annoyed incessantly, but we've reached this day
and | wanna thank everybody.
SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Thank you,
Council Menber. Before | forget, | just wanna say;
today's Stated Meeting will stand in recess until the
budget is adopted and while the State Legislature is
still in session; needed to say that for the record.
kay, we're al so voting on severa

resol utions of particular inportance. One of them
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calls upon the State Governnent to extend and
strengthen rent regulations in New York. Last week
many of us went to Al bany to denmand action on this
matter. Keeping New York affordable for the mddle
class is a defining issue of our tinme and the | ast
thing we need is skyrocketing rents for New Yorkers
across the five boroughs due to inaction in Al bany.
This Council will continue to fight for mddle class
and | owincone New Yorkers struggling to nake ends
neet and it's essential that rent regul ati ons be
protected so we can nove forward, not backward in
this fight.

Addi tionally, the Council wll vote today
on a resolution calling on President Obhama to grant
cl emency to Oscar Lopez Rivera, a Puerto Rican
political prison who has served nore than 34 years in
prison for his activismand political beliefs.

Ri vera has served nore tine than Nel son Mandel a.

In 1999, Gscar was offered clenency by
President Bill Cinton, but in an act of solidarity
with other political prisoners he declined. He was
never convicted of specific crines that resulted in
deaths or injuries, nor was he ever convicted of any

act of violence. Nobel Peace Prize wi nners, |eaders
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fromacross the political spectrum and nenbers of al
wal ks of Iife have called for his release. Today the
Council will joinits collective voice to this hunman
ri ghts pl ea.

And finally, this is an issue that has
just been extrenely enotional during these | ast
coupl e of days; | wanna -- and by asking everyone to
join me in honoring the life and nmenory of Kali ef
Browder, a bright young man with even a brighter
future.

Kal i ef Browder was a New Yorker; he was
one of ours and one of us. | know he will be m ssed
by those who | oved himand I know that there are
mllions of people in this city standing in
solidarity with his famly in the face of this
unspeakabl e | oss.

In the wake of this sensel ess tragedy
it's inportant that we recogni ze that what happened
to Kalief Browder happens every day to too many New
Yorkers, particularly young nen of color. Fully, 85
percent of the population of Rikers, yes, that's 85
percent of the popul ation of Ri kers Island, are pre-
trial detainees, innocent in the eyes of the |aw and

we know fromthe alarm ng reports com ng out of
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Ri kers Island that Kalief Browder was not alone in
suffering abuse, physical and psychol ogi cal tornent
while jailed on Rikers Island. Qur crimnal justice
system | ocked himup for three years and stole his
freedom his future and ultimately his life. \at
happened to Kalief Browder was an injustice.
Policies that systematically and unfairly
margi nali ze, crimnalize, stigmatize and denvoralize
our young people of color are not justice. If we
needed a wakeup call, this is it. W need
conprehensive crimnal justice reformand we need it
now here in New York City and across the nation; we
cannot throw away any nore time or any nore |ives.
From proposing the creation of a citywi de bail fund
to advocating for a sumons systemthat is fair and
just to increasing accountability and transparency at
the Board of Corrections, the Gty Council is
committed to fixing this broken system

In fact, one week fromtoday we will be
hol di ng a hearing on our broken bail system the sane
system that kept Kalief Browder in jail because his
famly could not afford $3,000 in bail, because we

can do better than this; we nust do better than this,
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because we al ready have paid too high a price. My
he rest in peace.

And with that | end Comuni cation from
The Speaker.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Discussion of
General Orders, Council Menber Elizabeth Crow ey.

COUNCI L MEMBER CROWLEY: First, Speaker;
I wanna thank you for your kind words about Kali ef
Browder; | want to give you ny full comm tnent as
Chair of Crimnal Justice that we could work to right
this injustice and bring real reformto Rikers
I sl and.

Today | al so wanna urge ny col | eagues to
vote no on Preconsidered 298. The Mayor's plan stil
has a second class for newly hired unifornmed
personnel ; it does not fix the problem of inequality.
After years of a hiring freeze in the Fire
Departnent, 56 percent of newWy hired firefighter
probies are either wonen or people of color; the
reduced benefits disproportionately affect groups of
new hires. | ask; is this the direction that we
shoul d be taking our city? The Mayor is trying to
justify support for the reduction of benefits as a

cost savings. At a tine when our city budget is
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growing, with over $500 million in new proposed
prograns, do we really need to find a cost savi ngs on
t he backs of our bravest and finest? |In Novenber |
i ntroduced a resolution which calls for parody for
disability benefits for all New York Gty
firefighters and police officers; this was brought to
a hearing two weeks ago and i s co-sponsored by 39 of
nmy coll eagues. Despite the support of the super
majority of the Council, Mayor de Blasio is
attenpting to push an alternative proposal through
the Council wth less than 24 hours in notice.
Pushing a bill of this significance through the
Council without tinme for discussion is wong.

Uni f orm personnel respond to the sanme energenci es and
face the sane dangers regardl ess of when they were
hired; therefore, they are deserving of equal
benefits if sustained a disability [bell] injury;
equal neans equal. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
Seei ng none other on General Oders, Report of
Special Committees.

COW TTEE CLERK: None.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Reports of

St andi ng Commi tt ees.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 60

COMM TTEE CLERK: Report of the Conmttee
on Civil Rights, Int. 318-A, Fair Chance Act.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Arended and
Coupl ed on Ceneral Orders.

COM TTEE CLERK: Report of the Conmttee
on Civil Service and Labor, Int. 125-B, licensing car
wash busi nesses.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Anmended and
Coupl ed on Ceneral Orders.

COM TTEE CLERK: Report of the Conmttee
on Consuner Affairs, Int. 726-A, Departnent of
Consuner Affairs education events.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Arended and
Coupl ed on General Orders.

COW TTEE CLERK: Int. 729-A, Departnent
of Consuner Affairs' tribunal.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Anmended and
Coupl ed on General Orders.

COMWM TTEE CLERK: Report of the Conmttee
on Finance, M 293 and conpani on Res. 735-739.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TGO Coupl ed on
General Orders.

COW TTEE CLERK: Preconsidered LU 237

and Res. 750, Rose Ellen Smith HDFC.
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SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Coupl ed on
General Orders.

COMWM TTEE CLERK: Report of the Conmittee
on Governnental Operations, Int. 456-A, QATH tri bunal
di sm ssal s.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Anended and
Coupl ed on Ceneral Orders.

COW TTEE CLERK: Int. 725-A, agency
i nspector custoner service training.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Anended and
Coupl ed on General Orders.

COMWM TTEE CLERK: Report of the Conmittee
on Land Use, LU 229 and Res. 751 and LU 230 and Res.
752, various UDAAPs.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Coupl ed on
General Orders.

COW TTEE CLERK: LU 231 and Res. 753,
Crown Heights North Historic District.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TGO Coupl ed on
General Orders.

COW TTEE CLERK: LU 232 and Res. 754
through LU 236 and Res. 758, property tax exenptions.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TGO Coupl ed on

CGeneral Orders.
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COMM TTEE CLERK: Report of the Conmttee

on Smal | Business, Int. 723-A, protocols for non-
Engl i sh speakers.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Arended and
Coupl ed on General Orders.

COW TTEE CLERK: Int. 724-A, Snall
Busi ness Servi ces advocates.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Anmended and

Coupl ed on Ceneral Orders.

COM TTEE CLERK: Report of the Conmttee

on State and Federal Legislation, Preconsidered M
296, Saint M chael's Park.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TGO Coupl ed on
General Orders.

COM TTEE CLERK: Preconsidered M 297,
abutting property owners.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Coupl ed on
General Orders.

COW TTEE CLERK: Preconsidered M 298,
disability benefits.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Coupl ed on
General Orders.

COW TTEE CLERK: Preconsidered SLR 1,

certificates of occupancy for unmapped streets.
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SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Coupl ed on
General Orders.

COW TTEE CLERK: Preconsidered SLR 2,
pronoti ons of captains.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  Coupl ed on
General Orders.

COW TTEE CLERK: On the Ceneral Order
Cal endar, LU 223 and Res. 759, zoning anmendnent.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TGO Coupl ed on
General Orders.

COM TTEE CLERK: Resol uti on appointing
vari ous persons, Conm ssioner of Deeds.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TGO Coupl ed on
General Orders and at this time | ask for roll call
on all itens on the Coupled General Order Cal endar.

COW TTEE CLERK: Arroyo.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO  Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Bar r on.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON:  Aye. |Is the tine

where |'d explain my coment on the resolution about...

[ crosstal k]
SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO.  No, not yet.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON:  Ckay. Aye.
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SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO. Thank you...
[ crosstal k]

COW TTEE CLERK: Cabrera.

COUNCI L MEMBER CABRERA: No on M 298 and
aye on the rest.

COW TTEE CLERK: Chi n.

COUNCI L MEMBER CHIN:  Aye on all

COW TTEE CLERK: Cohen.

COUNCI L MEMBER COHEN: No on 318-A and
aye on all the rest.

COMM TTEE CLERK: Constanti ni des.

COUNCI L MEMBER CONSTANTI NI DES: Aye on
all.

COW TTEE CLERK: Cor negy.

COUNCI L MEMBER CORNEGY: No on 125-B and
yes on all the rest.

COM TTEE CLERK: Crow ey.

COUNCI L MEMBER FOR A DAY: No on 298...
[i nterpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER CROWLEY: and aye on the
rest. So that's no on Preconsidered 298 and aye on
all the rest.

COW TTEE CLERK: Cunbo.
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COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO. Congratul ations to
all ny coll eagues and aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Deut sch.

COUNCI L MEMBER DEUTSCH: No on 298 and
yes on everything el se.

COM TTEE CLERK: Di ckens.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: Aye on al
except no on Preconsidered 298.

COW TTEE CLERK: Dronmm

COUNCI L MEMBER DROWM  Aye on all.

COMWM TTEE CLERK:  Espi nal

COUNCI L MEMBER ESPI NAL: No on
Preconsi dered M 298 and no on Int. 125-B and aye on
the rest.

COW TTEE CLERK: Eugene.

COUNCI L MEMBER EUGENE:  Aye.

COMWM TTEE CLERK:  Gar odni ck.

COUNCI L MEMBER GARODNI CK:  Aye on the
Land Use Call-Ups and aye on the rest. Thanks.

COW TTEE CLERK: GCentil e.

COUNCI L MEMBER GENTI LE:  No on
Preconsi dered M 298, abstain on Int. 318-A; aye on
the rest.

COW TTEE CLERK: G bson. G eenfield.
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PUBLI C ADVOCCATE JAMES: Greenfield.

66

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Thank you;

["mhere. | vote aye on all with the exception of

298, which | vote no.

COWM TTEE CLERK: Johnson.

COUNCI L MEMBER JOHNSON:  Aye on all.

COW TTEE CLERK: Kal | os.

COUNCI L MEMBER KALLCS: Aye on all.

COW TTEE CLERK: Ki ng.

COUNCI L MEMBER KING  Aye on all.
COW TTEE CLERK: Koo.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOO Aye on all.

COW TTEE CLERK: Lancnan.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANCVMAN:  No on M 298 and

aye on the renai nder.
COW TTEE CLERK: Lander.
COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: Request
perm ssion to explain ny vote.

PUBLI C ADVCCATE JAMES:  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER:  Thank you.

vote aye on all. | wanna give a speci al

congratul ati ons to The Speaker on the Car Wash

Accountability Act, which I think is a dynamte piece

of legislation which is...[appl ause, cheers]
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PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Excuse ne.

Excuse nme. Excuse ne. [gavel]

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER:  which sets...
[ crosstal k]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER a standard for
how we protect | ow wage workers in dangerous
industries. | wanna give a big congratul ations al so
to Council Menmber WIlIlianms on the Fair Chance Act;
|"mproud of a city that's giving everybody a real
fair chance to work. And | al so wanna say that |
really [interpose, background comments] think the
Council is doing the right thing in supporting the
resolution on M 298; we had a hearing two weeks ago
at which we were presented sonething that we thought
needed some work; we considered it in Coimmittee, we
pushed back; this is a fair bill that strikes the
ri ght bal ance; nakes sure people with severe
disabilities are restored to that higher Ievel of
pensi on where they were before, thanks to the pushing
of this Council that makes sure that workers in their
early and there for seven years [sic] are el evated up
above where they woul d' ve been; doesn't make peopl e

make a difficult choice between those two things; |
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think we've significantly inproved the proposal and
think we're doing the right thing here today and I
proudly vote aye on all.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you. All
spectators, please denonstrate your support with a
wave. Thank you

COW TTEE CLERK: Levin.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN:  Perm ssion to
expl ain ny vote.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN:  Madane Public
Advocat e, Madane Speaker, |'m gonna be voting aye o
all. 1 wanted to speak for a second here about
Preconsi dered M 298.

| had to do a lot of thinking about this

pi ece of legislation and I was a sponsor of Counci

n

Menmber Crowl ey's resol ution since Decenber, when two

police officers, Oficers Ranbs and Liu fromthe 84th

Precinct, were assassinated and you know ultimately
we have to do sonething; the status quo is sonethin
that we view as unacceptable and this piece of

| egi sl ation before us today is doing sonething, it
better than the status quo; many nore cops and

firefighters that are severely injured through this

g

is
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| egi sl ati on woul d be covered at full 75 percent
disability than are covered today and that is doing
something. |If legislation or if a conpromse is
reached between uniforned uni ons and the
Adm nistration is proposed in the future, | would
| ook forward to that; that would cover nore cops and
firefighters, but this legislation that is before us
today that we are charged with voting on does in fact
i nprove the status quo significantly and for that |
will be voting aye. Thank you

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

COWM TTEE CLERK: Levi ne.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI NE: Aye on all.

COW TTEE CLERK: Mai sel .

COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL: Perm ssion to
explain ny vote.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL: On the Reso 740,
I"ve al ways believed that an unjust to one is an
unjust for all and as | vote for this...[interpose]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Council Menber ...

COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL:  Yes.
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PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. vyou can speak
regarding a resolution at a later point in the
progr am

COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL: Okay, alright.
Then no on M 298.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

COW TTEE CLERK: Matteo.

COUNCI L MEMBER MATTEQO No on M 298, no
on 125 and no on 318; aye on the rest.

COW TTEE CLERK: Mealy.

COUNCI L MEMBER MEALY: Pass.

COW TTEE CLERK: Menchaca.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENCHACA: Perm ssion to
expl ain ny vote.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENCHACA: Just really
qui ckly, | also wanted to give a shout-out to all the
advocat es that have been really hard, including The
Speaker of the Gty Council and all the nenbers,
i ncludi ng those of us who were fighting district
battles in Brooklyn for the car wash workers; the
Fair Chance Act in Council Menber -- thank you,
Counci | Menber Jurmaane Wl lianms and Torres and Corey

and all the nenbers who've really fought and fought
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hard on that piece of legislation and thank you to
all advocates as well.

| also just wanna just nention the 723-A
pi ece of legislation that really brings |anguage
access to small businesses and we are slowy
transform ng that access for everybody on the
| anguage access issue. | vote aye on all. Thank
you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

COMWM TTEE CLERK: Mendez.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: | abstain on M
298 and | vote aye on all the rest.

COMWM TTEE CLERK: Ml er.

COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER  Perm ssion to
expl ai n.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER | first wanna
congratul ate nmy col |l eagues on the phenonenal , well
t hought - out, conmonsense | egislation put forth today;
[ background comrent] there were so nany great pieces
today, but in particular I wanna -- Council Menber
Willianms, | think that is an extraordi nary piece of

| egi sl ation, very necessary and | sinply wanna say,
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but there before the grace of god goI. And I vote
aye on all, except abstain on 298. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
Continue with roll call.

COW TTEE CLERK: Pal na

COUNCI L MEMBER PALNA:  Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Reynoso.

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOSO. Permission to
expl ain ny vote.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER FOR A DAY: | feel that
along with affordable housing it is also extrenely
i mportant that our conmunities have affordable places
to shop and eat and that the good shops that these
establ i shnments often provide continue to be avail able
for people who need them These bills are a great
step in the right direction and I hope that we as a
Council can continue to do nore to preserve small
busi nesses.

I would also like to thank the Counci
Menbers for allowing ne to have this experience as
Counci| Menber for a Day. Special shout-out to the

communi ty schools and the UFT.
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PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: And how do you
vote, Council Menber?

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER FOR A DAY: Aye on all.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Excel |l ent job.
[ appl ause] Ckay, outburst on that, okay. Continuing
with roll call...girl power...[crosstalk]

COM TTEE CLERK: Richards. R chards.

COUNCI L MEMBER FOR A DAY: W vote aye;
we woul d also like to congratul ate Council Menber
Jumaane Wi ans.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Excellent. Gl
power. Yes. Next.

COM TTEE CLERK: Rodri guez.

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ:  Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Rose.

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE:  Aye.

COMWM TTEE CLERK: Rosent hal .

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSENTHAL: Aye on all.

COW TTEE CLERK: Torres.

COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: Perm ssion to
expl ain ny vote.

PUBLI C ADVCCATE JAMES:  Yes.
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COUNCI L MEMBER TORRES: First, | couldn't
be prouder about the passage of the Car Wash
Accountability Act and the Fair Chance Act; these are
two of ny favorite pieces of legislation; | think
they enbody the progressive conscience of the Gty
Council, so | wanna congratul ate The Speaker, as well
as Council Menber Jurmaane Wllians and | feel like I
shoul d explain; I'"'mgoing to vote yes on all the
items, but | am..was...| still amon the resolution,
Counci| Menber Crowl ey's resolution, but you know as
an elected official | do reserve the right to rethink
ny position in light of new information and | do
bel i eve that the Mayor's plan strikes a thoughtful
bal ance between fairness and fiscal responsibility,
so I'"'mat peace with the decision that |I'm making. |
vote aye

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES. Conti nui ng.

COW TTEE CLERK: Treyger.

COUNCI L MEMBER TREYGER: Permission to
expl ain ny vote.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER TREYGER: So |, like
Counci | Menber Levine nentioned as well, in ny

district Oficer GQuerra gave the ultinmate sacrifice
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and died trying to save lives in a burning building
in Coney Island and Oficer Rosa has been permanently
injured and | appreciate certainly sone of the big
I nprovenments that have been made; | still however
have a major problemand a concern with leaving it to
the Social Security Adm nistration to decide if
injured officers and firefighters and service people
are ultimately disabled or not; the sanme way | have
problens with accessori [sic] determ ni ng whet her
peopl e are disabled or not and peopl e who have wal ked
i n...who barely could even wal k have been denied. So
| remain concerned about that, while | stil
appreci ate many people's efforts to try to inprove
the bills. But I will vote no on M 298 and aye on
the rest. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
Continuing with roll call

COW TTEE CLERK: U rich

COUNCI L MEMBER ULRICH 1'mvoting no on
Int. 125-B, 318-A and al so voting no on Preconsidered
M 298 and aye on all others.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

COM TTEE CLERK: Vacca.
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COUNCI L MEMBER VACCA: No on 298 and 318
and aye on the rest.

COW TTEE CLERK: Val | one.

COUNCI L MEMBER FOR A DAY: Madane
Advocate, | vote no on M 298 and aye on all remaining
i temns.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Excellent.

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: And Madane
Advocate, if | may just say a special farewell to
Mark Weprin whose been a friend, a nentor and our
del egation chair; he's been nothing but a friend to
nme since day one and our famly, often referred to as
the fourth Vallone and we happily will adopt him
Mar k, thank you for your |eadership and you will be
m ssed.

COW TTEE CLERK: Weprin.

[ background comrent ]

COUNCI L MEMBER VWEPRIN:  Opportunity to
explain ny vote. And | apol ogize to ny Counci
Menber for a Day, Stella Shay, who is here, but this
may be ny | ast chance to speak on the floor, so
you'll forgive ne. | vote aye on all but no on 298
also. But | do just want to say thank you to

everybody for the nice warmwel cone. Stella, you can
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stay till Novenber, actually if you want, you know,
we' re gonna have an open seat. [laughter] No one's
gonna throw you out, don't worry about it.

So just briefly, this has been a great

experience for me; | have |loved serving in the New
York Gty Council; it's been great working wth al
of you. | love this job, | |love being a Counci

Menber and what | think | |ove nost about politics
and governnent is really getting to know people from
di fferent places and different backgrounds and the
| mam gave a great opening invocation today where he
tal ked about the diversity of this body and the work
you do; you work very hard, your City Council works
extrenely hard every day, they're the frontline and
we're close to the people and this roomreally is
full of people who really have the right notivations
and working hard for their constituents and doing a
great job and I've enjoyed getting to know you and
making friends, it really is a real honor to be here.
And | wanna thank the staff...[interpose]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Don't worry,
we' re gonna stop the clock

COUNCI L MEMBER VPRI N:  Ch okay,

[ background comrents] that went quick...that went
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qui ckly. [background coment] | wanna thank all the
staff, they've just been so kind to ne over the
years; | loved working with them so many of the
advocat es who cone here everyday -- this is a great
body, a real exanple of denobcracy. Madane Speaker
you' ve done a great job of opening up this body,
gi ving nmenbers a chance to speak out and to be heard.
It's a bittersweet day today; |'mvery excited about
ny next job, I'mvery excited about the new
chal  enges and to continue ny public service. |

wanna t hank nenber of the press even who are here

today, even -- no -- who really do an incredible job
as well, and I"'mnot in politics anynore, you know
runni ng anynore, | don't have to kiss up to them but

I [laughter] continue to because |I tell you, they
work a -- you have a very tough job and you spend
many, many hours and stand around a long tine waiting
for things to happen and then spending a lot of tine
witing about it and really do a good j ob.

But | thank you all really for the
friendships. |I'mnot going far away, |I'mstill gonna
be living here in beautiful Queens, New York and
working in Manhattan for the nost part, traveling

around the state a little bit, but | |ook forward to
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continuing our friendships, working together on
behal f of the people of this city and the state and
wi t hout getting choked up, | just wanna say thank you
very nuch.

[ cheers, appl ause, background coment s]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Continuing with
roll call and let's resune the cl ock

COW TTEE CLERK: W Ii ans.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: May | be
excused to explain ny vote?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: | just wanna
say, Mark, | think the love you're receiving is rea
and | wanna pay you the highest honor that | can pay
sonmeone in this business that we have; you are a
genui ne person and | really appreciate that. Yes
neans yes; no neans no and | think you genuinely care
about your coll eagues and t he people you represent,
so I"'mgonna m ss you here; hopefully I'll see you on
Twitter, and when the Knicks are playing, I'll always
be able to catch you over there, but good |uck on
everything you' re doing. [background coment] Yes

we can; we can still go to the gane.
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I just wanna say |'mvery proud of this
Council; | think we are doing a lot of things to chip
away at the system c and structural issues that are
preventing people fromnoving forward and |I' m proud
that "'mable to be here, I"mproud to be in a body
that not only tal ks about it, but takes it seriously
to nove it forward. So | proudly, | vote aye on all

COW TTEE CLERK: W I s.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLS: Pass.

COW TTEE CLERK: Mealy.

COUNCI L MEMBER MEALY: | abstain on 125-
B; I vote no on [background comments] M 298 and al
on the rest.

[ background comrent s]

COW TTEE CLERK: W s.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Council Menber
WIls.

COUNCI L MEMBER WLLS: | vote no on 125-B
and yes on M 298. Aye on all the rest.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

COW TTEE CLERK: Van Braner.

COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER  Perm ssion to
explain ny vote briefly...[crosstalKk]

PUBLI C ADVCCATE JAMES:  Yes.
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COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER: and nunber

one, | wanna thank and recogni ze ny Council Menber

[ backgr ound

who is just

comment] for a Day, Sabria Islam/[sp?],

wonder ful [ background comment] and nakes

me feel good about the future because she's so

spect acul ar.

I want to al so thank ny col | eague, Mark

Weprin; Council Menber WIIians said genuine,

[ backgr ound

comment] which is true, but Mark is also

i nherently [background comment] decent; he is just an

i ncredi bly decent person and human being and | will

m ss him but congratulate him and with that, | vote

aye on all.

[ sic]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
COM TTEE CLERK:  Speaker Mark-Viverito.

SPEAKER MARK-VIVERI TO  Vote aye on all.

PUBLI C ADVCCATE JAMES: Thank you.

Counci| Menber G bson

[ backgr ound commrent s]

COW TTEE CLERK: Counci| Menber G bson.
[ pause]

[ backgr ound commrent s]

FEMALE VO CE: Wat happened?
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PUBLI C ADVCCATE JAMES: She'd like a

m nute. [background comments] While Council Menber

G bson is reviewing the agenda, |'d like to invite ny
coll eagues to sign on to Int. 820, a bill to increase
recycling throughout our city. This bill would

require the Departnent of Sanitation to establish a
pilot programto provide incentives to all residents
to encourage recycling. The nodel envisioned by this
| egi sl ation | everages participation by retailers,

[ background comrents] restaurants and ot her

busi nesses. This nodel has been successful at
spurring increases in recycling in a nunber of
jurisdictions, including Philadel phia, Fort Worth,
Texas and some 75 other jurisdictions. Departnent of
Sanitation data denonstrates that recycling rates are
lower in comunity districts with higher rates of
public housing residents; this is due in part to

I nfrastructure challenges. |In order to overconme sone
of these chall enges, we of course need NYCHA to do
nore to ensure that recycling is feasible at their
devel opnents and | believe that by adding a set of
incentives we can truly encourage recycling. W nust

[ background comrents] reduce waste in our city and
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recycling is one neani ngful thing we can all do.
Pl ease sign on to the bill. Council Menber G bson

COUNCI L MEMBER G BSON:  Thank you very
much, Madane Public Advocate; | do apol ogi ze for
bei ng | ate.

I want to first comrent Council Menber
Wl lianms on passing the Fair Chance Act, | think it's
a great bill that gives an opportunity for many
people to get a second chance at |life, at opportunity
and future enploynent; | don't think they should be
di scri m nated agai nst based on any cri m nal
background and | do appreciate all of the work of the
advocates that was put into making this bill a
reality. And | also want to conmend our Speaker for
passing the car washers bill; the carwasheros, many
of whom | represent in the Bronx, and | know this was
a long, hard-fought battle and | appreciate all of

the work that has been put into that. And | would

like to vote aye on all, with the exception of
Preconsidered M298; | will be abstaining on that and
| will be voting aye on all. Thank you very nuch

Madane Public Advocate.
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PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
Counci | Menber WIls. [background comment] No.
[ background comrent] No. Sorry.

COUNCI L MEMBER WLLS: | will; how close
is the count? | will vote...oh okay.

PUBLI C ADVOCCATE JAMES. Sorry.
[ background comrents] Wiile they' re calculating the
vote, | believe we have a reception for Counci
Menber Weprin offsite, and is the Caucus neeting
after Stated as well? Wat? [background conment s]
Four o'clock. As we await the vote...Caucus neeting...
[ background comrents] No? [background comment s]
Okay, we're all going to Council Menber Weprin's
party. Quiet in the chanbers for the vote.
[ background comrent s]

Al itens on today's General Order
Cal endar were adopted by a vote of 51 in the
affirmative, 0 in the negative and 0 abstentions,
with the exception of Preconsidered M 298, which was
adopted by a vote of 31 in the affirmative, 17
negative and 3 abstentions. And Int. 125-B, which is
adopted by a vote of 43 in the affirmative, 7
negative and 1 abstention. And Int. 318-A, which was

adopted by a vote of 45 in the affirmative, 5
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negative and 1 abstention. The revised Land Use
Call-Up vote is 51 in the affirmative, 0 negative.

Introduction and Reading of Bills.

SPEAKER MARK-VIVERITO Al bills are
referred to Conmttees as indicated on the agenda.

[ background comrent ]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: And now,

di scussion of resolution, beginning with Res. 740,
| ed by Council Menber Mendez.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you, WMadane
Publ i ¢ Advocate and thank you, Madane Speaker. Today
we are...[interpose, background comrent s]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Quiet in the
chanbers, please. Excuse ne, Council Menber. Quiet
in the chanbers. |If you're |eaving the chanber,

[ background comrents] pl ease | eave quietly. Thank
you.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Today we are
i ntroduci ng Preconsi dered Res. 740 and in 1998 in
this body, [interpose, background conment] forner
Counci| Menber Jose Rivera introduced a resolution
asking the President to give clenency to the Puerto
Ri can political prisoners and in 1999 President

Clinton did offer clenmency to alnost all the
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prisoners; Oscar Lopez Rivera was offered cl enency,
but since [interpose, background comment] everyone
el se was not offered the same, he rejected it. As he
had done previously in his Iife, he refused to | eave
his conpatriots behind. Wen he was in the Vietnam
War, his group was under siege by a hidden m ne; he
brought people to safety, got a perineter where a
hel i copter could |Iand and bring peopl e back and he
saved lives; he did not abandon [bell] themthen; he
did not abandon themnow. He is the only politica
prisoner still in jail after 35 years, of which 12
were in solitary confinenment. President Cinton said
that the punishnent was unjust, did not fit the
crime, and today...[crosstal K]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Council Menber,
pl ease concl ude your remarks.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: | ask all ny
col | eagues to vote yes. Thank you...[crosstal K]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you. Thank
you. Council Menber Mark Levine.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI NE: Thank you, WMadane
Public Advocate. | also wanna urge ny col |l eagues to

vote yes on this inportant resol ution.
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Gscar Lopez was not convicted of an act
of violence; the nost serious charge which he was
convi cted was seditious conspiracy, a charge rarely
used in Anmerican history; in fact, the last tinme it
was used was widely was in the Gvil War, it's a
relic of another era and a sentence of 55 years which
he received is virtually without precedent for this
charge and in fact, after the Gvil War, virtually
all -- not virtually; all of the southern soldiers
who were convicted of seditious conspiracy were
rel eased in short order. By any reasonabl e
assessnent, Oscar Lopez has received a sentence far
out of proportion with the crine for which he has
been convicted, and an incredibly diverse array of
| eaders have stood up to say just that, people like
former President Bill dinton, Desnond Tutu, Cardinal
John O Connor, here from New York City, and many
ot hers of many faiths and many backgrounds [bell] and
| urge ny coll eagues to support this resolution
today. Thank you, Madane Public Advocate.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES. Council Menber
I nez Barron.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Thank you, Madane

Public Advocate. | want to do several things in ny
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two mnutes; one, add ny voice to those who are
calling for the adoption of this resolution; | think
that it's inportant, given the circunstances, given
the history of Gscar Lopez Rivera and given the
excessive tine that he was given, and given his
integrity to say no, since all of us are not being
offered clenmency, | will decline this officer, but I
think that nowit certainly is an opportunity for
President Cbama to take that on

And | want to call attention to Resos
that are being introduced; is this is the time for
that ? [background comrents] No. OCkay. So then I
want to just encourage ny coll eagues to pl ease vote
in the affirmative on this very inportant issue and |
think that it also addresses the issue of the use of
somet hing -- seditious conspiracy, as has been
indicated, is a throwback to a tinme that goes back to
[bell] Gvil War days; it's outdated, it's excessive
time that he has already served and we're calling on
the President to again grant himclenmency. Thank
you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

Counci| Menmber Mai sel .
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COUNCI L MEMBER MAI SEL: Thank you very
much. 1've always believed that an injustice for one
is an injustice for all and I"m going to be voting
for this resolution for Oscar Lopez Rivera.

I would also |ike to ask ny col |l eagues,
when a simlar resolution comes up on behal f of
Jonat han Pol lard, who is in Federal penitentiary way
beyond the nunber of years that he should have
sentenced for what he did. So |I think Oscar Lopez
Ri vera deserves to be released and I think so does
Jonat han Pol | ard and when the resolution to that
ef fect conmes along, | hope nmenbers of the Counci
wi || support that as well. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES. Council Menber
Ki ng.

COUNCI L MEMBER KING  Yes, just a brief
rem nder, due to time constraints, the BLAC wll be
on the steps at four o'clock with Laurie Cunbo for
the Father's Day Pl edge, so today's neeting will be
post poned; we'll be outside on the steps at four
o' clock; that's for a caucus [sic]. And for...

COUNCI L MEMBER FOR A DAY: M nane is
Caitlyn [sp?]...[crosstalK]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: And now...
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COUNCI L MEMBER FOR A DAY: |'m 6 years
old; | goto PS 41; I"'mthe Council Grl and I just
wanna say congratul ations to everybody.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you. And
now we wll be voting on the resol utions.

Res. 692, a resolution calling upon the
New York State Legislature to pass and the Governor
to sign Assenbly 4762 and Senate 1291, which would
extend | abor protections to farmworkers. All of
those in favor say aye. [collective aye] All of
those opposed. Any abstentions? The ayes have it.

Preconsi dered Res. 731, a resolution
calling upon the New York State Senate to pass and
the Governor to sign Assenbly 7526 in relation to
strengthening rent regulation. Al of those in
favor. [collective aye] Al of those opposed. Any
abstentions? The ayes have it.

And Preconsi dered Res. 740, a resolution
calling on President Ghana to grant clenmency to Oscar
Lopez Rivera so that he is imediately rel eased from
prison, as his continued incarceration is unjust and
serves no legitimate purpose. All of those in favor
say aye. [collective aye] All of those opposed.

Any abstention? The ayes have it.
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And now a revised vote on Int. 125-B
whi ch was adopted by a vote of 44 in the affirmative,
6 in the negative and one abstenti on.

Now General Di scussion, beginning with
Counci | Menber Kall os.

COUNCI L MEMBER KALLGCS: [ background
conmment ]

COUNCI L MEMBER FOR A DAY: Today | wll
i ntroduce four bills, three are co-sponsored with
Counci | Menber Julissa Ferreras- Copel and.

COUNCI L MEMBER KALLCS: The | egislation
i ntroductions 807, 810, 811; 812 will inprove the way
the Gty issues and coll ects Environnental Control
Board fines. Qur city is owed $1.5 billion in unpaid
fines, 84 percent of which is over two years ol d.

I am sponsoring a bill to allow issuing
agenci es to suspend or revoke licenses and pernits
for large unpaid ECB debts, dangerous constructions
sites that owe tens of thousands in fines could
finally be suspended.

We al so have a bill requiring specific
| ocation details, including ot and building ID

nunbers so the City can follow up with those who do




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 92
not pay, and a bill allowing 30 days to correct typos
or small errors in violations issued.

Counci | Menber Ferreras is prine-
sponsoring a bill requiring agencies in Departnent of
Fi nance to seek to [background comments] find the
actual nanme of the violator so tickets do not get
t hrown out.

| believe these bills will go a | ong way
towards inproving quality of life.

| want to take a nonment to introduce
Annabel Dennis, in 6th grade at M5 177 and Alison
Lee, in 5th grade at PS 183. They wote very speci al
essays on what they'd |ike to do as council nenber.
Al'i son woul d start knocki ng docking on doors to find
out what people wanted from her, which is sonething
we' ve all had experience with. And Annabel would
li ke to keep our [background conments] streets clean
and anongst many ot her pieces, and they won our
office's contest.

And | just wanna thank Mark Weprin for
his years of |eadership and for this program and
all ow ng a nenber of the Manhattan Del egation to join

t he Queens Del egation for this amazing program
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| al so wanna thank and congratul ate M ss
Rachel Bel sky [sp?], as well as M ss Ashley
Silverstein, who taught both students. | expect
these two back in City Hall sone day, as we soon have
as many wonen in the City Council as we do in the
rest of the city; there are nore than 50 percent of
our city that are wonen and that needs to be
reflected in our legislative body. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you. W
are still in session; please, quiet in the chanbers.
Counci | Menber R chards.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: (Good afternoon.
First I'd like to acknow edge ny Council Menber for a
Day, from Excel sior Prep H gh School and the
Springfield Gardens Conpl ex of Queens, Mss Christine
Saturn, and also | would like to acknow edge ny
newest addition, Intern Danny Hupper [sp?], who's
joined me fromWitmn [sp?] College and | would |ike
to thank both of themfor their hard work.

So | also amgoing to speak on Int. 803,
whi ch | have the pleasure of follow ng The Speaker's
|l ead on, so | will begin. Chemcals |ike
f or mal dehyde, benzene, |ead, nercury, arsenic,

cadm um or cobalt can inpact the ability of children
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to |l earn [background comrents], harmtheir
reproductive systens and are |inked to various
cancers. Wth the introduction of this bill, the
Council is nmoving to make sure that our children wll
be protected fromharmand their parents can rest
assured that when they go shopping for clothing,
school supplies and other children's products that
they are not playing Russian roulette with their
children's lives. Passing this bill is not only good
for children and their parents, but it also good for
busi ness. Leadi ng conpanies are increasingly | ooking
to identify new safer alternatives to the toxic
chem cals currently used in their products. Passing
a bill like this wuld send a strong signal that
there is a market in New York City for those
busi nesses to thrive. And as New York City goes, so
goes the nation and our ability to inpact the market,
which will benefit many children and parents well
beyond the boards of our great city. Some parents
can afford to [background comrents] buy |less toxic
toys and children products, but if you live in the
Rockaways, East Harlem or the South Bronx, that is
likely not an option to many parents. This bil

woul d |l evel the shopping field for all parents in the
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Cty of New York; it would nmake the Dol lar Store on
the corner, where a recent study conducted this year
found that 81 percent of these products tested
contai ned at | east one hazardous chem cal [bell] as
safe as the nost high end stores.

I"d like to thank Speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverito for her outstanding | eadership...[crosstalKk]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Council Menber,
pl ease concl ude.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: al so Peggy
Shepard from WE ACT, ny staff, Jarrell Burney,
Mer cedes Buchanan, Laura Popa, and al so ny newest
addi tion, once again, Danny Hupper...[crosstal K]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Thank you
Public...[ i nterpose]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
Counci | Menber WIIians.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS:  Thank you
First, | just wanna thank nmy col |l eagues for passing
Int. 318, the Fair Chance Act, and just wanna say,
not 15 mnutes did we pass it an enployee of the City
Council cane to ne with tears in his eyes to thank us

for passing this bill because of what he went
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through. | just want people to know we are having an
i npact on real people's lives wwth what we're doi ng
here. So just, | think it's an amazing thing that we
did and know that people here are even affected by
t hat .

On that same vein, | just want to
continue in saying there's just a lot nore to do in
these communities; the New York Tinmes had a piece
that nmentioned 1.2 mllion black mal es between 25 and
50 are missing fromeveryday life; just in New York
Gty 120,000 black makes from 25-54 are m ssing from
everyday life; we have to address these issues and we
can't just address it with police, although they are
partner. W have to make sure that the structural
I ssues in these comunities are dealt with; we have
to make sure the budget reflects all of the things
that we have to do to address these structura
I ssues; we know that Comm ssioner Bratton nmade sone
comment s yesterday; ny hope is that that wasn't his
final comment on the issue; we wanna make sure that
we don't overly stigmatize communities. |In addition,
we have to fix the issue, there are two places where
we | ose applicants; one is in the crimnal background

hi story, the other is in psychol ogi cal questions that
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are asked; we need to |ook at those to make sure that
they're being applied evenly and across the board; we
need to nake sure that the psychological testing is
evenly applied across the board because they're not
specific questions that are the sanme for everyone;
depends on the psychol ogi st you see. And | would
like to see that there are questions that are asked
about people's feelings on race and religion that |
think we should ask as well to make sure that people
who are being hired have the appropriate nenta
health. So there's a lot of issues that we have to
foll owup on; ny hope is that what we did today
[bell] was a good novenent and we have to keep noving
forward. Thank you

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
Counci | Menber Barron.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Thank you, Madane
Public Advocate. | do want to acknow edge the
passi ng of one of the great education |eaders in
Br ookl yn; her nanme was Olie McCl ean and she ran the
Sankof a I nternational Acadeny, a snall private,
i ndependent Afrocentric school; she passed recently

and | just want to put into the record the great
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accompl i shnents that she was able to achieve through
students and the prograns that she ran at her school .

| also want to commend all of those who
were able to have | egislation passed today,
especially the Fair Chance Act, which will now have a
greater opportunity for those who have had negative
encounters with the crimnal justice systemto have a
greater opportunity to get a better shot at noving
forward. |'mvery concerned about comrents that
Comm ssi oner Bratton has nmade recently while in
Harl em as well as the reported conmments that he nmade
to the nagazine interview that he did and | think it
bears a cl ose watch on.

And | want to call ny coll eagues
attention to several pieces of legislation that |I'm
going to be introducing; one is a reso that calls for
the changing of the title of one of our standing
commttees to the Conmttee on Cvil and Human
Rights; | invite you to sign onto that. Another is a
resolution calling on the State to nake the necessary
investnment to be able to reach an equitabl e contract
settlement with PSC, which are the people who work at

our City University.
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And finally, there is an intro for
reasonabl e accommpdati ons so that those persons who
need accommodations at their workplace will be able
to have a good faith interactive dialogue with their
enpl oyers so that they can cone to a conmobn
agreenent. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: May M ss M ean
rest in peace. Council Menber Ml er.

COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER  Thank you, Madane
Public Advocate. | have ny Council Menber for the
Day with me, Ms. lanna [sp?] Cox and |I'mproud to
have her here today. | also wanna nention that we
were joined by ny second Council Menber for the Day,
Ms. Jada [sp?] MIler, who had to return back to the
district, and we have a couple of resolutions that we
wanna speak on.

COUNCI L MEMBER FOR A DAY: | have a
nunber of resolutions being introduced to the Counci
today, nobst pertaining to state matters and woul d
like to draw your attention to themfor a nonent.

Res. 741, to require that every foreign
procurenment contracted entered into by a state agency
contain a statenment fromthe contractor that no

forced | abor was used. This includes child I abor,




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

CI TY COUNCI L STATED MEETI NG 100
sl ave | abor and i ndentured servitude and provides for
stiff penalties.

Res. 742, calling on the State to all ow
| awf ul permanent residents of the United States to
serve on juries.

Res. 743, calling on the State to ensure
t hat nmuch-di scussed pension for future provisions are
limted only to elected public officials and are not
used as a tool to disparage [sic] our civil servants.

Res. 744, a Federal itemin support of
the Student Loan Interest Deduction Act to increase
t he maxi mum tax deduction for interest paid on any
qual i fied education |oans to $5,000 and $10, 000 for
joint filers and also to renove qualifying incone
caps on this deduction.

COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER  Thank you,
Council Menber. And finally, | would like to
hi ghl i ght Res. 745, co-sponsored by Council Menbers
WIlls, Richards, Barron, Rose and Garodnick, calling
on Al bany to allocate funds received through
settlements with lending institutions for subprine
and predatory loans to those communities nost
af fected by those | oans and forecl osed crisis. W

have seen over 100, 000 forecl osed honmes in the city
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since 2008 and a few new federal policies [bell] wll
now allow for cities across the nation to get a first
chance to buy back FHA i nsured di scounted hones,
allowing municipalities like ours...[interpose]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Council Menber,
pl ease concl ude your renarks.

COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER to keep their
famlies in the home, provide affordable housing and
mtigate the i npact of foreclosed crisis on our
cities and communities of color. | urge you to sign
onto this resolution and hel p keep honmeowners in
t heir hones.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

Counci | Menber Mark Levi ne.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI NE: Thank you, WMadane
Public Advocate. | just want to invite coll eagues to
join me and many others in toasting to our coll eague
Mark Weprin at five o' clock at Barleycorn. There
will be free snacks, just in case you need nore
notivation; a chance to toast our wonderful
col | eague. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

Counci | Menber Rosent hal .
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COUNCI L MEMBER ROSENTHAL: Thank you very
much, Madane Public Advocate. You know |l'mreally
proud today to be introducing and then to be second
on the introduction of a bill that will help us
alleviate the problemof illegal hotels in New York
Cty. Wth the advancenent of Airbnb and ot her
short-termrental platfornms we've been seeing our
af f ordabl e housi ng stock, you know, plummet even
faster than it would normally do. In nmy district,
we're | osing 650 units of affordable housing every
nont h; nost recently at the Inperial Court Hotel,
which is an SROw th 227 units; we watched as the
owner has harassed and evicted out 180 of the tenants
in order to warehouse those units which he is now
renting out illegally as short-termrentals on a
short-termrental platform there are only 40
remai ni ng tenants; those tenants report seeing the
mai ds' carts going in and out of roons; it's
out rageous and we need to nmake our viol ations against
t hese | andl ords serious, nean sonething; be nore than
the cost of doing business, which is why I'm so
pl eased that one of these bills wll raise the
m ni mum anount of the violation from $1,000 to

$10,000. Also, with Council Menber Rodriguez's bill,
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we'll be able to track exactly what happens to each
of these violations. Wat we're seeing right nowis
at | east 10 percent get dism ssed altogether; we need
to stop those disnmissals, we need to nake these
vi ol ati ons serious, we need to go out agai nst these
i1l egal hotel operators, but also [bell] tenants who
illegally rent out their units...[interpose]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Council Menber,
pl ease concl ude your remarks...[crosstal K]

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSENTHAL: Thank you very
much.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.
Counci | Menber Cunbo.

COUNCI L MEMBER CUMBO  Thank you so nuch
I wanna wel conme nmy Council Menber for the day, WII
Shapiro, who's an intern with ne in ny office as
wel |, but he's also a junior at Birch Wathen Lenox on
the Upper East Side and so it's a great Brooklyn and
Manhattan col | aborati on.

| also want to...[interpose, background
comment] Now | |ike Manhattan, right; | tried to mx
it up really quickly. 1'malso very pleased but also
saddened at the sane tinme that Mark Weprin i s going

to be leaving us to join the Governor's Ofice and
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Mark, you are an incredible friend, you bring such an
energy of hunor as well as bringing up the tough
topics that are so difficult to talk about. So |
t hank you for your friendship; | thank you for your
mentorship; | thank you for always bringing a smle
to every situation, and you're gonna be m ssed and
I"m so thankful that you were here in this Council; |
feel like -- | just feel |like you can't go, but we're
gonna let you go and | know that you'll remain
friends wth all of us.

I"m so pleased today at four o'clock the
Fat her's Day Pl edge; we are going to be so honored
because Mayor Dinkins will be joining us today; he is
a father of two and really the Mayor and the father
of New York City. So I'mso pleased that he'll be
joining us for the Father's Day Pl edge and | hope
that all of you will conme out with us.

This Saturday is al so Brooklyn Pride and
| hope to see all of you in Brooklyn, New York for
this amazing celebration that's going to bring
together all of New Yorkers in the Borough of
Br ookl yn.

But | also wanna bring to your attention

sonmething that |I've been talking a great deal about,
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as we are finalizing on the budget, as we all know,
there are 14 day care centers, many of you have seen
children all over here at City Hall, they' re not
com ng here for a class trip or to shake the Mayor's
hand, they are com ng here to fight for their day
care centers, many of which have been in business for
30, 40 and 50 years and through a process that we
feel is untransparent or that we know is
untransparent, many of these centers, because of the
result of three people in a roomand we don't know
who those three people are, have unilaterally decided
that these businesses and organi zations don't deserve
aright [bell] to continue to service our children
So the novenent is growing and | hope that all of you
will continue to join nme in this fight for our day
care centers, 'cause we can't let these institutions
cl ose. Thank you...[crosstal K]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Thank you, yes,
keep our day care centers open. Council Menber Rose.

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: Thank you, Chair.
I"'mnot standing, but | solicit [laughter] support
for Int. 824, police deploynent, and Int. 825,

donmesti c workers bill
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Last year | was shocked to read in the
press that 7 of the 10 nost-sued police officers in
the NYPD were based in ny district; it left me and ny
constituents with a |lot of questions. Today I'm
introing [sic] Int. 824, a bill that will require the
New York City Police Departnment to report to the
Mayor and Council the locations of 200 officers with
the nost accunul ati ve CCRB conpl ai nts, substanti ated
CCRB conplaints, and |lawsuits alleging police
brutality. This information will enable us to | ook
at where officers are and why these conpl aints m ght
be happening; it may al so help the Police Departnent
determ ne whether additional training is needed; it
will also allow us to review where there are problens
and help us to rectify them | amintroducing this
bill because accurate information and transparency
can only strengthen our departnment and our public
safety.

The donestic workers bill, Int. 825, the
human rights | aw, prohibits enpl oyers from engagi ng
i n workplace discrimnation. Currently this
prohi bition only applies to enployers with four or
nore enpl oyees. This bill will extend protection to

i ncl ude enpl oyers of donmestic workers, even if only
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one enployee is a donmestic worker. | amintroducing
this legislation in an effort to send a nessage to
all that discrimnation in New York City will not be
tolerated. Additionally, it will give New Yorkers in
the donmestic service industry the opportunity to seek
recourse if they have been discrimnated against in
t he workplace. Domestic workers deserve the sane
civil rights protections as other workers.

And |'"m al so asking ny col |l eagues to
consi der supporting the Wwnen's Suffrage reso and the
predatory | oans; [bell] many of our districts are
i npacted greatly by predatory |ending. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

Counci | Menber Lander.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: Thank you, WMadane
Public Advocate. First | wanna call attention to a
bi g package of bills introduced by |ots of different
menbers that go to strengthening the New York City
human rights law, in some ways The Speaker spoke of
in her State of the Gty. | think Council Menbers
Dromm Barron, Rose, Mealy, Mendez, Torres, WIIlians
and | all have bills in that regard and a few spoke
about them already; many of themw || be heard at a

Cvil Rights Cormittee hearing chaired by Chair Mealy
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on June 24th, and | urge people to co-sponsor them
and al so cone to that hearing.

Qur friends fromFamlies for Safe
Streets were here, so fol ks may have the opportunity
to see them afterwards and obviously al ways inspire...
[ nterpose]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: They are still
her e.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER:  still here;
thanks to them for being here, for continuing to
inspire us and standing up for Vision Zero and
standing up for this Council's Right-of-Wy | aw,
which is so inportant to do.

And finally, Mark, what can | say --
first 1 wanna point out that the Council Menber for a
Day | think was sonething that you originated here,
SO it's nice to see your traditions will continue
even after you go, but just personally, you' ve been a
wonderful friend to me and our famlies have gotten
to be friends, you' re a real person of decency and
integrity in public service, which we don't always
get, and just as we say, a real nensch and we're

real ly gonna m ss you, so thank you.
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PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: We wel cone Safe
to this body. Council Menber D ckens.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: Thank you,
Madane Public Advocate. | congratulate all of ny
col | eagues on the passage of their bills; I join with
Counci | Menber Barron on encouraging the State that
there should be a fairness and a contract for PSC in
order to protect our young people and their mnds so
that the staff is secure in their positions.

| al so encourage that as we tal k about
fairness for the workers that we tal k about MABES,
that our small busi nesses be protected and that there
shoul d be a fairness and that the State, although
they have raised their threshold to 30 percent, is
for all agencies, that in New York Gty that it
shoul d be the same, that when we discuss MABE that it
shoul d be for all agencies and that none of the City
agenci es shoul d be exenpt from MABE

I wanna thank ny col |l eague, Counci
Menber Mark Weprin, | have enjoyed sitting next to
him not only has he brought levity, he has also
brought parity and a fairness, he has been supportive
and loyal to this institution. Thank you, Mark for

your years here; | look forward to the work that you
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will bring to the State, to the Governor's O fice and

| look forward to continuing to work with you. Thank

you.
PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Council Menber
Crow ey.
COUNCI L MEMBER CROALEY: Thank you,
Madane Public Advocate. | too want to give great

thanks to ny coll eague Mark Weprin, he has made the

Council a better place to work; | amsad to see him
go, but | know that he won't be too far and we'll see
himoften, | hope. But | really wanna thank you for

your years of service to this body, you' ve been an
exceptional Council Menber and a good friend.
[ background coment] Thank you, MarKk.

I"d like to introduce nmy Council Menber
for a Day, Gretchen Fluger [sp?]. Getchen is a
student at IS/PS [sic] 113 in dendale; she will soon
be going to high school to the Acadeny for Careers in
Tel evision and Fil mand what she | oved nost about her
years at 113 was the respect that students have for
all and the lack of bullying that happened there and
Gretchen was a big part of making sure that students
respect each other; her favorite subject is social

studi es and she's a great debater; she |earned that
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in her social studies teachers class and I'd like to
have Gretchen just say hello and tell us about how
she enjoyed being a Council Menber today.

COUNCI L MEMBER FOR A DAY: kay. Well |1
just wanna thank everyone |ike for the experience and
it's like really cool seeing |ike what you guys do
and it's like pretty awesone, and yeah, so...

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER CROALEY: See that; we are
awesone. [interpose, background comment] Yeah.
Thank you, Council Menber for a Day...[crosstalk]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER CROWLEY: and thank you
all.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES. Council Menber
Steve Levine [sic].

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN. Thank you, Madane
Public Advocate. | just too want to stand and
acknow edge the wonderful service to this council of
Counci | Menber Mark Weprin, it has been a great joy
for me to be able to serve with Mark; Mark
illustrates and enbodi es the best about public
service, which is about caring, conscientiousness,

bei ng circunmspect and being respectful to everybody
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and | really ook up to himas sonebody that has set
a great exanple for nme and sets a great exanple for
this entire body and for public servants everywhere.
So really, really sad to see himgo, but I'mglad
that he's gonna be continuing public service and
wor ki ng on behal f of New Yorkers around the state.
But Mark, it's been a great, great joy. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: And | believe
that's all of our speakers; let nme just say, a nunber
of us are wearing orange as our -- Council Menber
Ki ng.

COUNCI L MEMBER KI NG  Just real quick.
Mark Weprin, | wanna thank you; |'m gonna m ss you
you and | are truly Met fans, but |I'm gonna wear the
bl ue and gold for both of us. So thank you, stay
strong; the CGovernor's getting a wonderful and a
great man. Thank you

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES:. Thank you. A
nunber of us are wearing orange as a synbol of our
ongoi ng conmitnent to end gun violence in our streets
and in our nation. A shout-out to the Fam|ies Safe,
we | ook forward to working with themto keep our
streets safe. Council Menber Weprin, | do not say

goodbye, but | say I'll see you later; we will close
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wi th conmments from our Speaker, Melissa MarKk-
Viverito. Quiet in the chanbers.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO  Thank you, Madane
Publ ic Advocate, as always and thank you to ny all ny
col | eagues, our neeting is adjourned at -- I'msorry,
recessed again until we adopt a budget and until the
Al bany legislative session. So ending a little bit
| ater than usual, but it's about 4:05. Thank you
very nuch.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE JAMES: And we stand in

recess in nenory of Kalief Browder.
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