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INT. NO. 198-A:    

By Council Members Johnson, Rodriguez, Ferreras-Copeland, Lander, Rose, Levin, Van Bramer, Menchaca, Arroyo, Garodnick and Chin
TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to side guards.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends title 6 of the administrative code of the city of New York to add a new section 6-141, amends section 16-509 to add a new subdivision f, amends section 16-513, and amends chapter 1 of title 16-A to add a new section 16-526.

INT. NO. 315-A:      

By Council Members Vallone, Chin, Cohen, Gentile, Gibson, Koo, Reynoso, Rose, Vacca, Garodnick, Maisel, Constantinides, Rosenthal, Menchaca, Levin, Van Bramer, Arroyo, Rodriguez and Ulrich
TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to a truck route compliance study.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York to add a new section 19-178.1.
INT. NO. 641-A:                  
By Council Members Chin, Rodriguez, Van Bramer, Arroyo, Cohen, Constantinides, Eugene, Gibson, Johnson, Koo, Rose, Vallone, Mendez, Levin, Rosenthal and Menchaca
TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring a comprehensive study regarding pedestrian and bicyclist safety on truck routes.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York to add a new section 19-192.

INTRODUCTION
On May 26. 2015, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member Ydanis Rodriguez, held a hearing on Int. No. 198-A, a local law in relation to side guards; Int. No. 315-A, a local law in relation to a truck route compliance study; and Int. No. 641-A, a local law in relation to requiring a comprehensive study regarding pedestrian and bicyclist safety on truck routes. The first hearing on Int. No. 198 was on April 30, 2014 and the first hearing on Int. No. 315 and Int. No. 641 was on March 3, 2015. At both hearings, the Committee heard testimony from representatives of the New York City Department of Transportation (“DOT”), interested advocates, and stakeholders. Following the hearings, all three bills were revised. Int. No. 198 was revised to require all large vehicles in the City fleet and City-licensed trade waste hauling vehicles weighing over 10,000 pounds to have side guards by January 1, 2024. Int. No. 315-A was revised to allow DOT more discretion in regard to selecting areas to study and measures they may implement in order to improve truck route compliance. Int. No. 641-A was revised to adjust some of the elements that must appear in the study, including enhancing the details required in relation to crashes on truck routes and the removal of requirement that the DOT provide information on traffic infractions and misdemeanors committed on truck routes due to concerns of the availability of such information. However, the Administration has agreed to use best efforts to analyze available, applicable enforcement data in the report.
BACKGROUND

Trucks are a vital part of New York City’s economy, serving millions of residents and businesses through making deliveries and providing transport and services.
 Nearly 99 percent of all goods delivered in the City are transported by truck; however, much of the City is not designed to handle such traffic.
 The presence of large numbers of heavy commercial vehicles on streets heavily used by pedestrians and cyclists raises concerns regarding how the City’s truck traffic negatively impacts the safety of those that share the streets, as well the quality of life of those who reside where truck traffic occurs.
 Further, the system of tolling entrances and exits to the City leads to additional truck traffic in many neighborhoods as drivers navigating the region “bridge shop” in order to avoid tolls.
 For example, the Robert F. Kennedy Bridge—also known as the Triborough Bridge—and the Throgs Neck Bridge feature tolls, while the East River bridges are free, thus leading to additional truck traffic in the areas surrounding the free bridges.
 
Truck Routes

DOT restricts the operation of trucks with two axels and six tires, or three or more axels, to certain streets in each borough unless such vehicle has an origin or destination within the borough.
 The nearly 1,000 miles of streets that may be used as truck routes are designated by DOT in rules.
 While operating along City routes, truck drivers must keep copies of any bills of lading, or another document with the truck’s point of origin and destination listed, and allow inspections of such documents by any authorized person.

Truck routes in each borough are divided into two types: through routes and local routes. Through truck routes are for vehicles with neither an origin nor destination within the borough.
 Most through truck routes are major arterials roads and highways, such as the Brooklyn-Queens Expressway, Canal Street, and Flatbush Avenue.
 Local routes may only be used by trucks that have an origin and destination within that borough, including those making deliveries, loading goods, or being serviced.
 In Manhattan and Staten Island, trucks are further restricted to using certain streets by size limitations and during certain times.
 Trucks are also prohibited on New York State parkways, such as the Belt Parkway, the Franklin Delano Roosevelt (F.D.R.) East River Drive, and Ocean Parkway.

Truck Collisions and Summonses 

According to the most recent available data, between 2002 and 2006, while trucks accounted for just four percent of crashes in New York City involving the death or serious injury of pedestrians—almost a direct reflection of the percentage of registrations trucks comprise—trucks were involved more than 12 percent of fatal collisions.
 Thus, trucks were three times more likely to be involved in a collision resulting in the death of a pedestrian than other vehicles.
 More than 30 percent of truck collisions involving death or serious injury to pedestrians resulted from the vehicle making a right turn, ostensibly due to blind spots created due to the height of truck cabs.
 In 2011, the State began requiring commercial vehicles registered in the State that operate in New York City to install cross over mirrors that reduce blind spots to help reduce such incidents.
 Cyclists are also particularly vulnerable in collisions involving trucks.
 Between 1996 and 2005, nearly a third of cyclist traffic deaths in the City involved a truck or bus, though such vehicles only compromise 5 to 17 percent of vehicles on the road.

In 2014, the New York City Police Department (“NYPD”) issued 4,654 moving violation summonses in relation to truck routes.
 Large commercial vehicles, those with six or more tires, were involved in 7,887 collisions in 2014, while small commercial vehicles, those with four tires, were involved in over 7,300.

Studies on Truck Traffic

In 2003, DOT partnered with engineering firm Edwards and Kelcey Engineers to examine methods for mitigating negative impacts of truck traffic and improving the City’s truck management framework, while allowing for input on the impact of truck traffic on local communities.
 The effort marked the first major truck study conducted by the City since 1982.
 
The resulting product—the Truck Route Management and Community Impact Reduction Study—was released in 2007, with suggested actions concerning organizational management, regulations and policy, engineering and routing, signage, enforcement, and education and outreach.
 Five technical memoranda were also issued outlining findings on traffic policies and regulations, routing analyses, signage, education, and community outreach.
 As recommended in the study, DOT established the Office of Freight Mobility to coordinate efforts and implement the report’s suggested actions.
 Among the short-term recommendations implemented by DOT by 2007, was the creation of a website with information and resources related to trucks and commercial vehicles, the release of an online version of the City’s truck route map, institution of new truck signage policies, and increased enforcement.

Though the 2003-2007 effort marked DOT’s last major study on trucking in the City, the agency has embarked on smaller projects. In 2010, DOT agreed to study a Brooklyn truck route on 20th Street between Third and Seventh Avenues following complaints from local residents via the local Community Board regarding property damage and congestion linked to the route.
 After the City’s initial plan for modifications to the route was rejected by the Community Board, DOT was scheduled to present an alternative analysis to the Board in March 2015.

Side Guards
Pedestrians and cyclists involved in collisions with large trucks can be pulled between the vehicle’s wheels, causing serious and, in many cases, fatal injuries. In recent years, New York City has seen a number of such incidents, often involving City-operated or privately-owned garbage trucks.
 While there is no official data available on the number of fatal incidents involving garbage trucks, advocate-compiled statistics suggest that such vehicles have among the highest fatality rate of any vehicles operating in the City.

Side guards are devices that prevent a pedestrian or bicyclist from falling in the space between the front and rear axles of a large vehicle.
 While side guards are required on certain vehicles in the United Kingdom, Japan, and many members of the European Union, they are fairly rare in the United States (“U.S.”) despite their proven ability to reduce fatalities in collisions with pedestrians and cyclists.
 For example, after side guards were required on trucks in the United Kingdom, the fatality rate for pedestrians and cyclists involved in collisions with trucks decreased by 20 and 61 percent, respectively.
 

In early 2015, the Department of Citywide Administrative Services (DCAS) released a report prepared by the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Volpe National Transportation Systems Center (Volpe), reviewing the use of side guards and containing recommendations for implementing a pilot side guard program in the City fleet.
 The report identified medium and heavy duty vehicles that could benefit from side guard installation, such as Department of Sanitation collection trucks and salt spreaders, as well as vehicles that should be exempt from side guard requirements, including special purpose vehicles, street sweepers, fire engines, and car carriers.
 In February 2015, the City announced it would retrofit 240 vehicles with side guards per the Volpe report’s recommendations.

ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 198-A

Section one of Int. No. 198-A would amend chapter 1 of title 6 of the Administrative Code of the city of New York (the Code) by adding a new section 6-141 regarding side guards in the City fleet. Subdivision a would set forth the definitions application to new section 6-141. “Department” would mean DCAS. “Large vehicle” would mean any vehicle weighing more than 10,000 pounds, excluding street sweepers, fire engines, car carriers, off road construction vehicles, or specialized vehicles or vehicle types on which side guard installation is deemed impractical by DCAS. "Side guard" would mean a device fit to the side of a large vehicle that helps prevent pedestrians and bicyclists from falling into the exposed space between a vehicle’s front and rear axle. Except as otherwise authorized by DCAS’s rules, side guards would: 1) allow for a maximum 13.8 inch ground clearance, maximum 13.8 inch top clearance up to four feet in height, and a minimum 440 pound impact strength; 2) achieve a smooth and continuous longitudinal (forward to backward) impact surface flush with the vehicle sidewall; 3) can include rail style guards, provided that the rails are no less than four inches tall and no more than 11.8 inches apart; and 4) may incorporate other vehicle features such as tool boxes and ladders.
Subdivision b of new section 6-141 would require that all large vehicles in the City fleet to have side guards by January 1, 2024.
Subdivision c of new section 6-141 would allow DCAS to promulgate the rules necessary to administer new section 6-141, including those that establish specifications for side guards that differ from those set from in subdivision a where necessary, as well as rules on when the installation of side guards on covered City vehicles would be impractical and thus not required. Subdivision c would also give DCAS authority to inspect side guards on City vehicles to ensure compliance with new section 6-141.
Section two would amend section 16-509 of the Code to add a new subdivision f. The new subdivision would allow the Business Integrity Commission (BIC) to refuse to issue to a license or registration to an applicant that has not demonstrated that they will meet the side guard requirement for trade waste hauling vehicles (set forth in section four of Int. No. 198-A, see below) at all times.
Section three would amend subdivision a of section 16-513 of the Code to allow BIC to revoke or suspend the license of an owner or operator of a trade waste hauling vehicle found by BIC, a court, or an administration tribunal to be in violation of the side guard requirement (see below).
Section four would amend chapter 1 of title 16-A of the Code to add a new section 16-526 regarding side guards. Subdivision a would set forth definitions applicable to new section 16-526. "Side guard" would mean a device fit to the side of a trade waste hauling vehicle that helps prevent pedestrians and bicyclists from falling into the exposed space between a vehicle’s front and rear axle. Except as otherwise authorized by BIC’s rules, side guards would: 1) allow for a maximum 13.8 inch ground clearance, maximum 13.8 inch top clearance up to four feet in height, and a minimum 440 pound impact strength; 2) achieve a smooth and continuous longitudinal (forward to backward) impact surface flush with the vehicle sidewall; 3) can include rail style guards, provided that the rails are no less than four inches tall and no more than 11.8 inches apart; and 4) may incorporate other vehicle features such as tool boxes and ladders. “Trade waste hauling vehicle” would mean any vehicle weighing more than 10,000 pounds owned or operated by an entity that must be licensed or registered by BIC for trade waste collection or removal, excluding any specialized vehicles on which BIC deems side guard installation to be impractical.
Subdivision b of new section 16-526 would require all trade waste hauling vehicles to have side guards by January 1, 2024.
Subdivision c of new section 16-526 would give BIC the authority to enforce the side guard requirement and set forth penalties. Owners or operators of trade waste hauling vehicles that violate any provision of new section 16-526 would be liable for a civil penalty of $10,000 per vehicle in violation, returnable to the Office of Administrative Trials and Hearings (OATH). Any such notice of violation would contain an order of the Chair of BIC director the owner or operator to rectify the violation and to notify BIC of that correction within 30 days of receiving the order by filing a certification. In addition to the $10,000 civil penalty, a separate penalty of no more than $500 per day can be assessed for each day the violation is not corrected beyond 30 days after receiving such an order. If OATH finds that a certification contained material false statements regarding the correction, the certification will be deemed null and void. Owners or operators could assert an affirmative defense that they neither knew nor should have known that the statements were false. 
Under subdivision c of new section 16-526, BIC would also have the authority to promulgate rules regarding side guard installation, including those that establish specifications for side guards that differ from those set from in subdivision a where necessary, as well as rules necessary to enforce the provisions of new section 16-526, including procedures for demonstrating compliance.
Section five states that the local law would take effect immediately.
ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 315-A
Section one of Int. No. 315-A would amend subchapter 3 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York by adding a new section 19-178.1 regarding a truck route compliance study. New section 19-178.1 would require DOT to conduct study on compliance with truck route rules by truck drivers. The study would include locations where large numbers of truck drivers regularly operate off designated routes, and may include problematic areas identified by Council Members and Community Boards. Based on the study, DOT would be required to institute measures designed to increase truck route compliance, including, but not limited to, converting two-way streets to one-way streets, posting signs regarding permissible use of routes by trucks, and education and outreach to the trucking industry. DOT would be required to post study on its website, including the locations where such measures were instituted, and submit a copy to the Speaker of the Council, by January 1, 2017.
Section two of Int. No. 315-A states that the local law would take effect immediately.

ANALYSIS OF INT. NO. 641-A
Section one of Int. No. 641-A would amend subchapter 3 of chapter 1of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York by adding a new section 19-192 regarding a study of safety on truck routes. New subdivision a would require DOT to conduct a study on the safety of pedestrians and bicyclists on truck routes. “Truck route” would mean any street or streets that DOT designates by rule as a truck route. The study would include, at a minimum: 1) a review of the impact of tolling policies on the use of truck routes and the designation of certain streets as truck routes; 2) the number of traffic crashes involving pedestrians and bicyclists on truck routes in the most recent five years, disaggregated by truck route, crash types, causes, vehicle types, and by whether those crashes involved a fatality or serious injury; 3) a review of DOT policies and strategies to increase pedestrian and bicyclist safety on truck routes, including but not limited to street redesign and the status of any pending policies and strategies; and 4) recommendations for (a) improving safety on truck routes, including best practices for roadway design, operations, and sustainable delivery practices to reduce conflicts between pedestrians, bicyclists, and trucks on truck routes, (b) outreach to the trucking industry, and (c) implementing safety technology.  
Subdivision b of new section 19-192 would require that DOT submit the truck route study to the Mayor and City Council Speaker no later than June 30, 2016. DOT would also be required to post such studies on its website...Body
Section two of Int. No. 641-A states that the local law would take effect immediately.
UPDATE


On May 26, 2015, the Committee on Transportation passed Int. No. 198-A, Int. No. 315-A, and Int. No.641-A by a vote of ten in the affirmative and zero in the negative, with zero abstentions. 

 Int. No. 198-A
By Council Members Johnson, Rodriguez, Ferreras-Copeland, Lander, Rose, Levin, Van Bramer, Menchaca, Arroyo, Garodnick and Chin
A LOCAL LAW
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to side guards
  

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 6 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 6-141 to read as follows:

§ 6-141 Side guards in the city fleet.  a. Definitions.  For the purposes of this section:
Department. The term “department” means the department of citywide administrative services.

Large vehicle. The term “large vehicle” means a motor vehicle with a manufacturer’s gross vehicle weight rating exceeding 10,000 pounds. “Large vehicle” does not include street sweepers, fire engines, car carriers, off road construction vehicles, or any specialized vehicles or vehicle types on which side guard installation is deemed impractical by the department pursuant to subdivision c of this section. 

Side guard. The term “side guard” means a device fit to the side of a large vehicle designed to prevent pedestrians and bicyclists from falling into the exposed space between the front axle and the rear axle of such vehicles. Except where otherwise authorized by rule of the department, side guards: shall allow for a maximum 13.8 inch ground clearance, maximum 13.8 inch top clearance up to four feet in height, and a minimum 440 pound impact strength; must achieve a smooth and continuous longitudinal (forward to backward) impact surface flush with the vehicle sidewall; may include rail style guards, provided that such rails be no less than four inches tall and no more than 11.8 inches apart; and may incorporate other vehicle features such as tool boxes and ladders. 
b. Side guards. No later than January 1, 2024, all large vehicles in the city fleet shall be equipped with side guards. 
c. The department shall have the authority to promulgate any rules necessary to administer the provisions of this section, including but not limited to rules establishing side guard specifications that depart from the default specifications set forth in subdivision a of this section when such departure is deemed necessary by the department, as well as rules governing when the installation of side guards on certain city vehicles is impractical and will not be required. The department shall be authorized to inspect side guards and side guard specifications for compliance with the requirements of this section. 

§ 2. Section 16-509 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 145 for the year 2013, is amended to add a new subdivision f to read as follows: 
f. On or after January 1, 2024, the commission may refuse to issue a license or registration to an applicant that has failed to demonstrate to the satisfaction of the commission that such applicant will at all times meet the requirements of section 16-526 of the code, or any rule promulgated pursuant thereto, in the performance of such license or registration.

§ 3. Subdivision a of section 16-513 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 145 for the year 2013, is amended to read as follows: 
a. In addition to the penalties provided in section 16-515 of this chapter, the commission may, after due notice and opportunity to be heard, revoke or suspend a license or registration issued pursuant to the provisions of this chapter when the registrant or licensee and/or its principals, employees and/or agents: (i) have been found to be in violation of this chapter or any rules promulgated pursuant thereto; (ii) have been found by a court or administrative tribunal of competent jurisdiction to have violated: (A) any provision of section 16-119 of this code, or any rule promulgated pursuant thereto, relating to illegal dumping, (B) any provision of section 16-120.1 of this code, or any rule promulgated pursuant thereto, relating to the disposal of regulated medical waste and other medical waste or (C) any provision of section 16-117.1 of this code, or any rule promulgated pursuant thereto, relating to the transportation and disposal of waste containing asbestos; (iii) has repeatedly failed to obey lawful orders of any person authorized by section 16-517 of this chapter to enforce the provisions hereof; (iv) has failed to pay, within the time specified by a court, the department of consumer affairs or an administrative tribunal of competent jurisdiction, any fines or civil penalties imposed pursuant to this chapter or the rules promulgated pursuant thereto; (v) has been found in persistent or substantial violation of any rule promulgated by the commission pursuant to section 16-306 of this code or by the commissioner of consumer affairs pursuant to section 16-306 or former subchapter eighteen of title twenty of this code; (vi) has been found in persistent or substantial violation of any city, state, or federal law, rule or regulation regarding the handling of trade waste, or any laws prohibiting deceptive, unfair, or unconscionable trade practices; (vii) whenever, in relation to an investigation conducted pursuant to this chapter, the commission determines, after consideration of the factors set forth in subdivision a of section 16-509 of this code, that the licensee or registrant as a trade waste broker lacks good character, honesty and integrity; (viii) whenever there has been any false statement or any misrepresentation as to a material fact in the application or accompanying papers upon which the issuance of such license or registration was based; (ix) whenever the licensee or registrant has failed to notify the commission as required by subdivision b of section 16-507 or subdivision c of section 16-508 of this chapter of any change in the ownership interest of the business or other material change in the information required on the application for such license or registration, or of the arrest or criminal conviction of such licensee or registrant or any of his or her principals, employees and/or agents of which the licensee had knowledge or should have known; [or] (x) whenever the licensee or registrant has been found by the commission or a court or administrative tribunal of competent jurisdiction to be in violation of the provisions of section 24-163.11 of the code, or any rule promulgated pursuant thereto; or (xi) whenever the licensee or registrant has been found by the commission or a court or administrative tribunal of competent jurisdiction to be in violation of the provisions of section 16-526 of the code, or any rule promulgated pursuant thereto. 
§ 4. Chapter 1 of title 16-A of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 16-526 to read as follows:
§ 16-526 Side guards. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section:
Side guard. The term "side guard" means a device fit to the side of a trade waste hauling vehicle designed to prevent pedestrians and bicyclists from falling into the exposed space between the front axle and the rear axle of such vehicles and with such additional specifications as may be established by the commission pursuant to paragraph 3 of subdivision c of this section. Except where otherwise authorized by rule of the commission, side guards: shall allow for a maximum 13.8 inch ground clearance, maximum 13.8 inch top clearance up to four feet in height, and a minimum 440 pound impact strength; must achieve a smooth and continuous longitudinal (forward to backward) impact surface flush with the vehicle sidewall; may include rail style guards, provided such rails be no less than four inches tall and no more than 11.8 inches apart; and may incorporate other vehicle features such as tool boxes and ladders.
Trade waste hauling vehicle. The term "trade waste hauling vehicle" means any motor vehicle with a manufacturer’s gross vehicle weight rating exceeding 10,000 pounds that is owned or operated by an entity that is required to be licensed or registered by the commission pursuant to section 16-505 of the code and that is operated in New York city for collection or removal of trade waste. “Trade waste hauling vehicle” does not include any specialized vehicle or vehicle type on which side guard installation is deemed impractical by the commission pursuant to subdivision c of this section.

b. Side guards. No later than January 1, 2024, all trade waste hauling vehicles shall be equipped with side guards. 
c. Enforcement. 1. Any owner or operator of a trade waste hauling vehicle that violates any provision of this section shall be liable for a civil penalty of ten thousand dollars per vehicle that is in violation, returnable to the office of administrative trials and hearings. Each notice of violation shall contain an order of the chair of the commission directing the respondent to correct the condition constituting the violation and to file with the commission electronically, or in such other manner as the commission shall authorize, a certification that the condition has been corrected within thirty days from the date of the order. In addition to such civil penalty, a separate additional penalty may be imposed of not more than five hundred dollars for each day that the violation is not corrected beyond thirty days from such order.
2. For the purposes of this section, if the office of administrative trials and hearings finds that a certification of correction filed pursuant to this subdivision contained material false statements relating to the correction of a violation, such certification of correction shall be null and void, in addition to or as an alternative to any other penalties provided by law. It shall be an affirmative defense that the respondent neither knew nor should have known that such statements were false. 
3. The commission shall have the authority to promulgate rules requiring the installation of side guards that are to be fit to the side of any trade waste hauling vehicle, and may establish  rules establishing side guard specifications that depart from the default specifications outlined in subdivision a of this section when such departure is deemed necessary by the commission. The commission may further promulgate any rules necessary to enforce the provisions of this section, including but not limited to establishing procedures for owners and operators of trade waste hauling vehicles to demonstrate compliance with the requirements of this section.
§ 5. This local law takes effect immediately.

 

TM/KET 5/19/15 9:41PM
LS 657-2014, 955-2014, & 975-2014
Int. No. 315-A

By Council Members Vallone, Chin, Cohen, Gentile, Gibson, Koo, Reynoso, Rose, Vacca, Garodnick, Maisel, Constantinides, Rosenthal, Menchaca, Levin, Van Bramer, Arroyo, Rodriguez and Ulrich

 

A LOCAL LAW
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to a truck route compliance study
 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Subchapter 3 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to add a new section 19-178.1 to read as follows:


 § 19-178.1 Truck route compliance study. The department shall conduct a study of compliance with the rules of the city of New York by truck drivers related to truck routes. Such study shall also include locations where large numbers of truck drivers routinely operate off designated truck routes, which may include areas identified by council members and community boards. Based on the study, the department shall institute measures designed to increase truck route compliance based on best practices for roadway design and operations, including but not limited to, converting two-way streets to one-way streets, posting of signs regarding the permissible use of certain routes by trucks, as appropriate, and education and outreach to the trucking industry. The department shall post on the department’s website and submit to the speaker of the council such study, including the locations of such measures, no later than January 1, 2017.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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LS # 880/2014

 
 
Int. No. 641-A
By Council Members Chin, Rodriguez, Van Bramer, Arroyo, Cohen, Constantinides, Eugene, Gibson, Johnson, Koo, Rose, Vallone, Mendez, Levin, Rosenthal and Menchaca
A LOCAL LAW
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring a comprehensive study regarding pedestrian and bicyclist safety on truck routes
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Subchapter 3 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-192 to read as follows:
§ 19-192 Study of safety on truck routes. a. The department shall conduct a study regarding the safety of pedestrians and bicyclists on truck routes, which shall mean any street or streets designated by rule by the department as a truck route. Such study shall include, but not be limited to: i) a review of the impact of tolling policies on the use of truck routes within the city and the designation of certain streets as truck routes, if appropriate; ii) the number of crashes involving pedestrians and bicyclists on truck routes in the most recent five years, disaggregated by truck route, crash types, causes, vehicle types, and whether such crashes involved a fatality or serious injury; iii) a review of the policies and strategies utilized by the department to increase pedestrian and bicyclist safety on truck routes, including but not limited to street redesign and the status of any pending policies and strategies; and iv) recommendations for (1) improving safety on truck routes, including best practices for roadway design, operations, and sustainable delivery practices to reduce conflicts between pedestrians, bicyclists, and trucks on truck routes, (2) outreach to the trucking industry, and (3) implementing safety technology.  

b. No later than June 30, 2016, the study required under subdivision a of this section shall be submitted to the mayor and speaker of the council and posted on the department's official website.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
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