


















































 

 

 

Testimony of Roland Lewis, President & CEO 

New York City Council Committee on Transportation  

May 4, 2015  

re: Res. No. 652 – Calling on Congress to pass, and the President to sign, the GROW AMERICA Act 

 

 

The Metropolitan Waterfront Alliance (MWA) is a bi-state coalition of over 800 community and recreational 

groups, educational institutions, businesses, and other stakeholders committed to restoring and revitalizing the 

New York and New Jersey waterways. Our waterways have been revitalized with active recreation, 

environmental education, and waterborne transportation, and the harbor has for centuries been a vital conduit 

for commerce and an engine of economic development.  

 

MWA strongly supports Resolution 65 calling on Congress to pass, and President Obama to sign, the 

GROW AMERICA Act. Congress must act quickly. The proposal submitted by President Obama and 

Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx would replace the existing federal surface transportation funding law, 

which expires on May 31. The GROW AMERICA Act, which increases federal funding for transportation by 

$87 billion through Fiscal Year 2018, allocates $72 billion allocated to public transit projects. As a region 

dependent on mass transit for mobility and access to jobs, the New York metropolitan area stands to gain 

significantly from the passage of the Act into law.  

 

The GROW AMERICA Act will provide additional resources for waterborne transportation that may 
help serve New York’s growing ferry transit. The bill calls for approximately $70M in annual funding for 

“construction of ferry boats and ferry terminal facilities,” awarded competitively, for which New York may be 

eligible to support capital costs of upgrades to the Staten Island Ferry or Mayor de Blasio’s recently announced 

citywide ferry network. 

 

The overall need for – and the benefits of – investments in public transit are clear. With the capacity of 

trans-Hudson rail tunnel traffic at a breaking point, and the Metropolitan Transit Authority’s (MTA) five-year 

capital plan still bearing a $17B shortfall, New York has immediate transit needs. New York is the economic 

engine of the northeastern U.S., and reliance on public transit helps alleviate traffic congestion and reduce the 

adverse impacts associated with greenhouse gas emissions. 

 

MWA urges this Committees and the entire City Council to pass this resolution on behalf of all New 

Yorkers, and send a clear message to Congress that our transit systems are of vital importance to the economic 

competitiveness of the region, and of the nation. Thank you for the opportunity to present this testimony. 
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









 
























             
              
             
              




            





































































































 






  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WRITTEN COMMENTS TO THE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION  
OF THE NEW YORK CITY COUNCIL 

 
  

HEARING TO EXAMINE THE IMPORTANCE OF FEDERAL FUNDING  
TO CITY TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS 

  
KATHRYN WYLDE 
PRESIDENT & CEO 

  
MONDAY MAY 4, 2015 

  
Thank you Chairman Rodriguez and committee members for the opportunity to submit 
comments on the importance of federal funding to sustain the transportation systems in 
our city and region. 
 
The Partnership for New York City represents the city’s business leaders and largest 
private sector employers.  Our members all agree that New York’s continued status as 
America’s premiere global commercial center depends on a first class public 
transportation system. Our ability to compete for talent, business investment, and 
tourism depends on a modern, efficient and affordable public transit system.  The great 
world cities of Europe, Asia and even Canada are far ahead of us when it comes to the 
quality of their transportation systems, largely because of aggressive investment by 
their national governments. 
 
In 2012, the CEO’s of Partnership companies sent an open letter urging Congress to 
maintain vital federal funding for the city’s mass transit system. (Please see attached 
letter for your reference.)  Federal funding for mass transit declined 9 percent from 2002 
- 2012, offset somewhat by emergency infrastructure funding made available after the 
2008 financial crisis and again following Super Storm Sandy. State and city spending on 
transportation was down 15 and 10 percent, respectively, over the same period.  
 



It is estimated that simple maintenance of the existing U.S. highway and transit systems 
requires at least $13 billion more in annual public funding than is currently available. 
This does not include the investment needed to increase capacity, upgrade quality and 
improve resiliency. The New York business community has supported an increase in 
the gas tax or dedication of repatriated overseas business earnings as ways to fill this 
gap, but Congress has been unable to agree on a funding solution.  
 
New York’s Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) operates the largest mass 
transit system in the nation in order to support the region’s $1.47 trillion economy. 
Population growth and shifting commuting patterns are putting a huge strain on our 
outdated and overloaded transit system and new investment is desperately needed. As 
the federal government support has fallen short, the MTA has relied on bond issues, 
dedicated regional taxes, and increased fares to meet its operating and capital budget 
needs. Despite these initiatives, today the MTA faces a bigger shortfall than ever and it 
is unclear how it will be filled. 
 
The federal Highway Trust Fund (HTF), which is the primary vehicle for supporting 
mass transit and highways, expires May 31st and will be bankrupt by the end of the 
summer. Mayor de Blasio and the City Council are right to take this opportunity to 
press Congress to enact a funding program that meets the country’s transportation 
infrastructure needs. The business community will join your advocacy efforts. This is a 
top priority for the city and country and we applaud the Council for bringing this issue   
to public attention and advocating for its resolution.  
 
Thank you. 
 








