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Introduction
Today, the Committee on Governmental Operations, chaired by Council Member Benjamin Kallos, will conduct a hearing on two pieces of legislation relating to community boards: Int. No. 585, which would institute term limits for new appointees to community boards; and Int. No. 732, which would mandate the availability of urban planners in the offices of the Borough Presidents to assist community boards when requested. The Committee expects to hear from community boards and other interested parties at today’s hearing.
Background

Often touted as the most local part of local government, community boards (CBs) are intended to provide a mechanism for members of the public who reside, work or have interests in a particular community district
 to stay informed about what is occurring and being planned in that district. They provide a mechanism for New Yorkers from every community to provide feedback to City and State agencies and other government bodies about how their neighborhoods might be affected by government decisions and how effectively public services are being provided. This feedback includes making recommendations on pending liquor licenses, zoning changes, development projects, sidewalk cafes and newsstands; monitoring and helping to coordinate the delivery of City services; making recommendations about the distribution of City resources and funding; receiving feedback from community members via public hearings and passing them along to the relevant governmental entities; and disseminating information to the broader community.
 

CBs are composed of up to 50 volunteer members, all of whom must reside, work, or have significant interests in the community district in which they serve.
 Half the members of each CB are appointed directly by the Borough President in whose borough the district is located, and half are nominated by the Council Members from that district, and are then appointed by the Borough President.
 Members are appointed for two‑year terms.
 The Council Members from the district are also non‑voting members of the CB.
 Borough Presidents must assure adequate representation from different geographic sections and neighborhoods within community districts in making their appointments and must consider whether the appointments to the board reflect all segments of the community.
 Community board members may be reappointed indefinitely, with no term limits.

Each CB must, among other duties, submit an annual report on its activities to the Mayor, the Council and the Borough Board, submit an annual statement of community needs to the Mayor, consult with mayoral agencies on the expense budget, capital projects, review land use proposals, and conduct public outreach.
 They must hire a district manager whose duties include processing service complaints, presiding at meetings of the district service cabinet, and other duties assigned by the CB.
 They may utilize the services of other professionals, including urban planners, if appropriated enough funding to do so.
 Each CB must also meet at least once a month and hold a public hearing at least once a month, except during July and August.


Borough Presidents, in addition to their other duties, are required to provide technical assistance to CBs in urban planning matters, but there is no requirement that they employ any particular number of urban planning professionals specifically for this purpose.
 
Analysis of Int. 585

Int. No. 585 would establish term limits for community board members appointed to a first term beginning on April 1, 2016 or later. The maximum number of consecutive two-year terms such individuals would be permitted to serve would be six, a total of twelve years. Such individuals could be reappointed after this time, but only after serving at least one term as a non-member of the community board. Community board members are not currently subject to any term limits, and the bill would not affect any currently serving community board members.


Int. No. 585 would take effect 90 days after its ratification in a referendum taking place at the General Election subsequent to its enactment.

Analysis of Int. 732


Int. No. 732 would require each of the five Borough Presidents to provide, subject to appropriation through the City budget, the services of urban planning professionals to community boards within their borough. The Borough Presidents would be required to provide the services of at least one urban planning professional for each community board in the borough, subject to appropriation. For example, in Manhattan, which has 12 community boards, the Borough President would be required to provide the services of at least 12 urban planners for use by community boards, subject to appropriation.

Int. No. 732 would take effect 90 days after its enactment.
Int. No. 585

By Council Members Dromm, Kallos, Chin, Cumbo, Mealy, Richards, Van Bramer and Ferreras

A LOCAL LAW

To amend the New York city charter, in relation to establishing term limits for community board members.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Subdivision a of section 2800 of chapter 70 of the New York city charter is amended to read as follows:

a. For each community district created pursuant to chapter sixty-nine there shall be a community board which shall consist of (1) not more than fifty persons appointed by the borough president for staggered terms of two years, at least one-half of whom shall be appointed from nominees of the council members elected from council districts which include any part of the community district, and (2) all such council members as non-voting members. No community board member first appointed to a term commencing on or after April 1, 2016 shall serve more than six consecutive terms as a voting member of a particular community board. The number of members appointed on the nomination of each such council member shall be proportional to the share of the district population represented by such council member. The city planning commission, after each council redistricting pursuant to chapter two-A, and after each community redistricting pursuant to section twenty-seven hundred two, shall determine the proportion of the community district's population represented by each council member. Copies of such determinations shall be filed with the appropriate borough president, community board, and council member. One-half of the members appointed to any community board shall serve for a term of two years beginning on the first day of April in each odd-numbered year in which they take office and one half of the members appointed to any community board shall serve for a term of two years beginning on the first day of April in each even-numbered year in which they take office. Members shall serve until their successors are appointed but no member may serve for more than sixty days after the expiration of his or her original term unless reappointed by the borough president. Not more than twenty-five percent of the appointed members shall be city employees. No person shall be appointed to or remain as a member of the board who does not have a residence, business, professional or other significant interest in the district. The borough president shall assure adequate representation from the different geographic sections and neighborhoods within the community district. In making such appointments, the borough president shall consider whether the aggregate of appointments fairly represents all segments of the community. Community boards, civic groups and other community groups and neighborhood associations may submit nominations to the borough president and to council members.

§ 2. This local law shall take effect 90 days following its ratification by the voters of this city in a referendum to be held in the general election next following its enactment.
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Int. No. 732

By Council Members Kallos, Cabrera, Eugene, Lancman, Mendez and Rose 

A LOCAL LAW

To amend the New York city charter, in relation to making urban planning professionals available to community boards.

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Subdivision nine of section 82 of the New York city charter is amended to read as follows:

9. Establish and maintain a planning office for the borough to assist the borough president in planning for the growth, improvement and development of the borough; reviewing and making recommendations regarding applications and proposals for the use, development or improvement of land located within the borough; preparing environmental analyses required by law; providing technical assistance to the community boards within the borough by providing, within appropriations therefor, the services of at least one professional planner within such office for each community board in the borough; and performing such other planning functions as are assigned to the borough president by this charter or other law.

§2. This local law shall take effect 90 days after it shall have become law.
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� There are a total of 59 contiguous geographic areas that make up the community board districts in New York City.


� The duties and structure of CBs can be found in Section 2800(d) of Chapter 70 of the New York City Charter.


� NYC Charter §2800(a).


� Id.


� Id.


� Id.


� Id.


� NYC Charter §2800(d).


� NYC Charter §2800(f).


� Id.


� NYC Charter §2800(h).


� NYC Charter §82(9).
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