CURRENT INTRODUCTION NUMBER:

Int. No. 544
INITIAL SPONSORS:

Council Members Treyger, Rodriguez, Kallos, Cumbo, Menchaca and Gentile
TITLE:  

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to prohibiting the use of wireless communications devices while operating a bicycle.
BILL SUMMARY:

This plain language summary is for informational purposes only and does not substitute for legal counsel. For more information, you should review the full text of the bill, which is available online at legistar.council.nyc.gov.

Under the bill, using an electronic communications device while operating a bicycle would be prohibited. The ban on using electronic communications devices while biking would not apply to: 1) government officers or employees—including law enforcement—acting in an official capacity; 2) those using a device in a hands-free mode; 3) those using a device to report an emergency; 4) those using a device while stationary. Violations of the prohibition would be a traffic infraction punishable by a civil penalty of no more than $50. However, those found in violation for the first time would not be liable for the civil penalty so long as no damage or injury was caused in connection with the violation. An individual found to be in violation more than once within an eighteen-month period would be liable for an additional civil penalty of $50 to $200.
CODE SECTIONS AFFECTED:

· Adds Code § 19-171.3.
EFFECTIVE DATE:

90 days from enactment.
NOTE: When reading the full text of the bill online at legistar.council.nyc.gov, language that is enclosed by [brackets] is proposed to be removed, and language that is underlined is proposed to be added.
