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T H E  C O U N C I L
REPORT OF THE FINANCE DIVISION
LATONIA MCKINNEY, DIRECTOR
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
HON. JULISSA FERRERAS, CHAIR
February 12, 2015

PRECONSIDERED RES.
By: Council Members Ferreras
 

TITLE:
Resolution concerning the establishment of the South Shore Business Improvement District in the Borough of 


Staten Island and setting the date, time and place for the 


public hearing to hear all persons interested in the 


establishment of such district.
 

BACKGROUND

Pursuant to the authority granted by chapter 4 of title 25 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York (hereinafter the “Law”), the Mayor and the Council are authorized to establish Business Improvement Districts (hereinafter “BIDs”) in New York City. BIDs, which are specifically established areas, use the City’s property tax collection mechanism to approve a special tax assessment with which to fund additional services that would enhance the area and improve local business. The additional services are normally in the areas of security, sanitation, physical/capital improvements (lighting, landscaping, sidewalks, etc.), seasonal activities (Christmas lighting) and related business services (marketing and advertising). The Steering Committee of a BID demarcates the areas in which services will be enhanced and also establishes the mechanism for the assessment needed to generate the required budget.

The proposed South Shore BID (hereinafter the “District”) is located in the borough of Staten Island and will consist of three, small, non-contiguous commercial strips located in the towns of Great Kills, Eltingville and Annadale. The commercial strips, although small, share common characteristics including access to three nearby Staten Island Rail Road stations located in the center of each town, each approximately one mile apart. This will be SBS’s first attempt to have a BID managing three nearby commercial strips as one entity.
The District represents 217 tax lots and is located in Staten Island Community Board 3.  Approximately two-thirds of the proposed District is made up of commercial businesses or office space. There are 275 businesses in the proposed District, most of which are independently-owned and some of which are regional and national chain stores. The current vacancy rate within the District is less than 10%.
The remaining area within the proposed BID is characterized by public facilities (12%), transportation and utilities (10%), vacant land (7%), one- and two-family residential buildings (5%) and parking lots (2%). There are 82 residential units in the proposed BID.

The District will be managed by the South Shore BID Management Association, Inc. Services to be provided within the District include: sanitation (manual cleaning of streets and sidewalks, sidewalk power washing, graffiti removal, maintenance of tree pits and bus shelters); security (surveillance equipment and security personnel); marketing and promotions (advertising, business directory, website, shopping guide, social media, television commercials, event planning); and administrative and advocacy services. 

	Sanitation
	$26,000

	Security
	$72,000

	Marketing and Promotion
	$39,000

	Administration and Advocacy
	$48,000


The budget for the first year of operation is $185,000.  All properties within the District in whole or in part devoted to commercial use or mixed use, including parking facilities and vacant lots will be assessed at a base contribution of $500 per parcel and then further assessed at a contribution based on the property’s front footage.  The average annual assessment will be approximately $1,002, the median annual assessment will be approximately $873, and the highest projected assessment is $5,090. Government and not-for-profit owned property are exempt from assessment.  Residential properties will be assessed $1 per year.  
PRECONSIDERED RESOLULTION

This Preconsidered Resolution is required by Section 25-407(b) (2) of the Administrative Code, which requires, in relevant part, that a further hearing shall be called by Resolution if the City Council finds that notice of the initial hearing on the proposed District was incorrectly or insufficiently given to property owners within a proposed district. 

The main purpose of this Resolution is to set the public hearing date, time and place for the review of the local law which would establish the South Shore BID.

The hearing on the local law and the District Plan will be held on February 26, 2015 at 10:00 a.m. in the Committee Room at City Hall in New York, New York to hear all persons interested in the establishment of the District.

This Resolution also directs Small Business Services (hereinafter “SBS”) and the South Shore BID Steering Committee, respectively, to, not less than ten nor more than thirty days before the date of the public hearing, mail a copy of this Resolution or a summary thereof to each owner of real property within the proposed District at the address shown on the latest City assessment roll, to such other persons as are registered with the City to receive tax bills concerning real property within the proposed District, and to the tenants of each building within the proposed District. The Resolution also directs SBS to arrange for the publication of a copy of this Resolution or a summary thereof at least once in the City Record or a newspaper in general circulation in the City, the first publication to be not less than ten nor more than thirty days before the date of the public hearing.
Preconsidered Res. No.

  

Resolution concerning the establishment of the South Shore Business Improvement District in the Borough of Staten Island and setting the date, time and place for the public hearing to hear all persons interested in the establishment of such district.

 

 By Council Members Ferreras and Ignizio (by request of the Mayor)
     
Whereas, Pursuant to the authority granted by chapter 4 of title 25 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York (“the Law”), the Mayor, by authorization dated October 14, 2014, provided for the preparation of a district plan (“the Plan”) for the South Shore Business Improvement District (“the District”) in the Borough of Staten Island; and

      
Whereas, Pursuant to Local Law No. 82 for the year 1990, the City Council assumed responsibility for adopting legislation establishing Business Improvement Districts; and

      
Whereas, Pursuant to section 25‑405(c) of the Law, the New York City Department of Small Business Services (“SBS”) submitted the Plan to the City Planning Commission (“the CPC”) on October 27, 2014; and

     
Whereas, Pursuant to section 25-405(c) of the Law, the CPC submitted the Plan to the City Council on October 28, 2014; and

          
Whereas, Pursuant to section 25-405(c) of the Law, the CPC submitted the Plan to the Council Member representing the council district in which the proposed District is located on October 28, 2014; and

    
Whereas, Pursuant to section 25-405(c) of the Law, the CPC submitted the Plan to the community board for the community district in which the proposed District is located (Staten Island Community Board Number 3, hereinafter “the Community Board”) on October 28, 2014; and


Whereas, The CPC submitted the Plan to the Staten Island Borough President on October 28, 2014; and



Whereas, Pursuant to section 25-405(c) of the Law, the Community Board notified the public of the Plan in accordance with the requirements established by the CPC; and

     
Whereas, The Community Board voted to approve the establishment of the District on November 25, 2014; and

      
Whereas, Pursuant to section 25-405(c) of the Law, the CPC reviewed the Plan, held a public hearing and prepared a report certifying its unqualified approval of the Plan; and

     
Whereas, Pursuant to section 25-405(c) of the Law, the CPC submitted its report to the Mayor, to the Staten Island Borough President, to the City Council, and to the Council Member representing the council district in which the proposed District is located; and

     
Whereas, Pursuant to section 25-405(c) of the Law, a copy of the CPC’s report, together with the original Plan, was transmitted for filing with the City Clerk on January 13, 2015; and

     
Whereas, Pursuant to section 25-406(a) of the Law, a copy of the Plan and the CPC’s report are annexed hereto and are made part of this Resolution; and

     
Whereas, Pursuant to section 25-406(a) of the Law, the Plan is on file for public inspection in the Office of the City Clerk, 141 Worth Street, New York, New York; and

     
Whereas, Pursuant to Section 25‑406(b) of the Law, any owner of real property, deemed benefited and therefore within the District, objecting to the plan must file an objection at the Office of the City Clerk within thirty days of the conclusion of the hearing held by the City Council, notice of which is provided by this Resolution, on forms made available by the City Clerk; and

        
Whereas, Pursuant to Section 25‑406(b) of the Law, if owners of at least fifty‑one percent of the assessed valuation of all the benefited real property situated within the boundaries of the District proposed for establishment, as shown upon the latest completed assessment roll of the City, or at least fifty‑one percent of the owners of benefited real property within the area included in the District proposed for establishment, file objections to the Plan with the City Clerk within the thirty-day objection period, the District will not be established; now, therefore, be it


Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York, pursuant to Section 25‑406 of the Law, hereby directs that February 26, 2015 is the date and 10:00 a.m. is the time and the Committee Room in City Hall, is the place for a public hearing (“the Public Hearing”) to hear all persons interested in the establishment of the District; and be it further
Resolved, That the South Shore BID Steering Committee shall, not less than ten nor more than thirty days before the date of the Public Hearing, mail a copy of this Resolution or a summary thereof to each owner of real property within the proposed District at the address shown on the latest City assessment roll, to such other persons as are registered with the City to receive tax bills concerning real property within the proposed District, and to the tenants of each building within the proposed District; and be it further
Resolved, That SBS shall arrange for the publication of a copy of this Resolution or a summary thereof at least once in the City Record or a newspaper in general circulation in the City, the first publication to be not less than ten nor more than thirty days before the date of the Public Hearing; and be it further
             Resolved, That in the event that the South Shore BID Steering Committee mails, or SBS arranges for the publication of, a summary of this Resolution, such summary shall include the information required by section 25‑406(c) of the Law.
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