CURRENT INTRODUCTION NUMBER:

Int. No. 657
INITIAL SPONSORS:

Council Members Garodnick, Johnson and the Public Advocate (Ms. James)
TITLE:  

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the creation of a water tank inspection report database.
BILL SUMMARY:

This plain language summary is for informational purposes only and does not substitute for legal counsel. For more information, you should review the full text of the bill, which is available online at legistar.council.nyc.gov.

Building owners are currently required to conduct annual water tank inspections.  Recent amendments to the New York City Health Code require that the inspection reports from such inspections be submitted to the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH).  Section 17-194 of the Administrative Code formerly required DOHMH to submit annual reports on water tank inspections to the New York City Council, but such provision has expired. 

This proposed law would require DOHMH to create an online water tank inspection database that is open to the public and that contains a copy of every building water tank inspection result received by DOHMH within 45 days of receipt.  The database, which would be accessible to the public through a website, would be searchable by property address, and would include the building’s history of water tank violations.  The website would also be required to contain information to assist users in determining a building’s requirements under the law with respect to water tank inspections, compliance with the law and information about how to submit a complaint about a water tank or drinking water from a water tank to DOHMH.  The proposed law would also reinstate the requirement of annual reporting to the Council relating to water tank inspections, and introduce a new requirement that DOHMH report to the Council on the number of inspection results submitted to DOHMH.  
CODE SECTIONS AFFECTED:

N/A
EFFECTIVE DATE:

120 days from enactment into law, provided however that provision relating to the creation of an online database would take effect 180 days from enactment into law.
NOTE: When reading the full text of the bill online at legistar.council.nyc.gov, language that is enclosed by [brackets] is proposed to be removed, and language that is underlined is proposed to be added.
