
CURRENT INTRODUCTION NUMBER: 

Int. No. 614 

 

INITIAL SPONSORS: 

The Public Advocate (Ms. James) 

 

TITLE:   
A local law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the 

registration and insurance of unmanned aerial vehicles. 

 

BILL SUMMARY: 

This plain language summary is for informational purposes only and does not substitute 

for legal counsel. For more information, you should review the full text of the bill, which is 

available online at legistar.council.nyc.gov. 

 

This bill would require unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs), including drones, to be registered with 

the New York City Department of Transportation (DOT) and to be covered by a liability 

insurance policy before they may be flown in City airspace. The bill would create exceptions 

from these requirements for toy aircraft (as defined in the bill), UAVs that are not flown in the 

City, and UAVs that are considered air carriers under federal law. The bill would also require 

each covered UAV to have a tag affixed to it with an identification number linking it to its 

owner. The bill would authorize DOT and other actors, including the Police Department, to 

enforce its provisions, and would allow authorized entities to temporarily seize a UAV that was 

in violation of the bill and allow DOT to impose penalties on the owner or operator after a 

hearing. Finally, the bill would allow the Commissioner of Transportation to promulgate rules 

and require him or her to report on the effectiveness of the registration and insurance 

requirements at protecting the public. 

 

CODE SECTIONS AFFECTED: 

 Adds Administrative Code Title 19, Chapter 8. 

 

EFFECTIVE DATE: 

180 days after enactment in to law. 

 

NOTE: When reading the full text of the bill online at legistar.council.nyc.gov, language that is 

enclosed by [brackets] is proposed to be removed, and language that is underlined is proposed to 

be added. 
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