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I. Introduction
On December 10, 2014, the Committee on Higher Education, chaired by Council Member Inez Barron, will hold an oversight hearing titled, “Oversight: SEEK and College Discovery Programs at CUNY.” Witnesses invited to testify include representatives from the City University of New York (CUNY), student organizations and other interested parties.
II. Background

Enrolling and graduating from college has proven to be difficult for many students.  It has been reported that approximately 66 percent of graduates in the U.S. enroll in post-secondary education or training directly after high school, but only 25 percent earn a degree.
  Obtaining a college degree is particularly difficult for individuals from underprivileged backgrounds. Nationally, only 7 percent of students from lower-income households attain a Bachelor’s degree by the age of 26, compared to 60 percent of students from upper-income households.
 Being academically unprepared for college also poses a barrier to obtaining a degree. In New York City, 60.4% of all high school students graduated within four years
 however, only 21.9% of New York City high school students who graduated were considered “college and career ready”.
 College and career ready is defined as students who graduated high school with at least a score of 75 on Regents English and 80 on a Math Regents, which correlates with success in first-year college courses.

Higher Education Opportunity Programs


Higher Education Opportunity Programs are designed to assist academically and/or financially challenged students gain access to a college education. Higher Education Opportunity Programs offer students academic, financial, and counseling support for the duration of their college experience. Such programs are offered at public, private and independent colleges. Students who apply for these programs must meet academic and financial guidelines. 
SEEK and CD Programs

The Search for Education, Elevation and Knowledge (“SEEK”), and College Discovery (“CD”) are Higher Education Opportunity Programs at CUNY designed to assist high-potential, low-income students who otherwise might not be able to pursue a college degree because they are not academically well-prepared for college-level work. SEEK and CD Programs have enrolled approximately 230,000 low-income students since these programs began.
 SEEK is offered at CUNY’s senior colleges and comprehensive colleges. CD is offered at CUNY’s community colleges. 
SEEK and CD students take both credit and non-credit courses, depending upon one’s level in reading, writing, mathematics and communications skills.
 Tutoring is offered on an individual or small group basis with flexible hours adapted to students’ schedules.
  Students whose native language is not English can take English as a second language.
 These courses enable students to improve their English while taking courses in standard college subjects.
 Counselors assist throughout the school year with academic career, personal and financial aid issues.
 Counselors also conduct freshman orientation classes, seminars, workshops, and conferences for SEEK and CD students.
 Students also receive various forms of financial aid.
 Tuition is usually paid through New York State’s Tuition Assistance Program (TAP).
 Federal Pell Grants assist in paying non-tuition costs.
 Participating students who have properly documented financial need may also receive a stipend to cover books and college costs.

SEEK began as a pre-baccalaureate program in 1965 and was signed into law by the New York State legislature in 1966.
  In July 2011, SEEK was renamed “The Percy Ellis Sutton SEEK Program.” This change memorializes the contributions of Percy Sutton, who led the New York State legislative delegation that drafted the law creating the SEEK Program.
 SEEK has a budget of $19,458,000,
 and is funded by the State. Total enrollment for CUNY’s SEEK participants is 8,207.  Over 2,000 CUNY freshmen enrolled in SEEK in Fall 2014. 
 Sixty percent of SEEK students are female.
 Twenty-nine percent are Asian,
 twenty-one percent are Black,
 forty-one percent are Hispanic
 and nine percent are White.
 Students receive a book stipend of $1,100 per year.

CD was established in 1964 by a resolution of the Board of Higher Education.
 The program began as a five year experiment which sought to demonstrate that, with the proper supportive services, students who were being excluded from the University because of existing admissions criteria could attain a college degree.
 In 1969, the program was extended beyond its experimental phase and became permanent.
 The CD budget is $5,133,631,
 and is funded by the City of New York. Total CD enrollment is 2,509. In Fall 2014, 934 CUNY freshmen enrolled in the program.
 Fifty-eight percent of CD students are female. Twelve percent are Asian,
 twenty-three percent are Black,
 fifty-eight percent are Hispanic,
 and six percent are White.
 Students receive a book stipend of $700 per year.

III.  Conclusion

At today’s hearing, the committee seeks to learn how eligible SEEK and CD students can benefit from these programs, the academic outcomes of SEEK and CD participants, what improvements can be made to enhance these programs, how much funding would be needed to expand these programs, and what efforts CUNY has done to promote these programs.
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