














       





Staff:

Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International Intergroup Relations
Aminta Kilawan, Legislative Analyst
Tonya Cyrus, Policy Analyst

Norah Yahya, Finance Analyst

[image: image1.wmf] 


T H E  C O U N C I L
COMMITTEE REPORT OF THE HUMAN SERVICES DIVISION
Matthew Gewolb, Legislative Director
COMMITTEE ON CULTURAL AFFAIRS, LIBRARIES AND INTERNATIONAL INTERGROUP RELATIONS
Hon. James Van Bramer, Chair

October 21, 2014
RES. NO.  405:
By The Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito) and Council Members Van Bramer, Cohen, Chin, Cumbo, Dickens, Eugene, Koo, Palma and Koslowitz
TITLE:
Resolution calling upon Congress to pass and the President to sign H.R. 1217 and S. 568 to establish the Smithsonian American Latino Museum and designate the Arts and Industries Building as its future location in Washington, D.C.
Introduction

On October 21, 2014, the Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International Intergroup Relations, chaired by Council Member James Van Bramer, will hold a hearing on Res. No. 405, a resolution calling upon Congress to pass and the President to sign H.R. 1217 and S. 568 to establish the Smithsonian American Latino Museum and designate the Arts and Industries Building as its future location in Washington, D.C. This will be the second hearing on this resolution.  

The first hearing on this resolution was held October 14, 2014.  Among the witnesses who testified in favor of the resolution at that first hearing were Congressman José E. Serrano and various interested parties including Friends of the National Museum of the Latino and the Hispanic Association on Corporate Responsibility.

Background

Latinos are the second-largest ethnic group in the United States, and their representation is growing.
 The U.S. Census Bureau estimates Latinos represented 17% (53 million) of the U.S. population in 2012 and are projected to represent 31% of the population by 2060.
 Latino representation is even larger within younger segments of the population.
 Latinos now represent more than 25% of all children under the age of five, and almost one quarter (23%) of students enrolled in pre-kindergarten through twelfth grade in public schools.
 Latinos also represent 17% of students enrolled in college, and the U.S. Department of Education projects Latino postsecondary enrollment will grow by 27% between 2011 and 2022, the largest rate of increase of all racial and ethnic groups.
 
Members of the Latino community have made significant contributions to this nation in several fields including the armed forces, government, finance, education, sports, fashion, the arts and sciences. Several notable Latino Americans include United States Secretary of Labor Thomas Perez, fashion designer Oscar de la Renta, legendary salsa musician Tito Puente, Grammy Award winner Carlos Santa, entertainer Jennifer Lopez, Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor, the first justice of Latino descent, author and Pulitzer Prize winner Junot Díaz, journalist Geraldo Rivera, comedian George Lopez, Academy Award winners Rita Moreno and Anthony Quinn, among many others. In addition, Council Member Melissa Mark-Viverito is the first Latina to become the Speaker of the New York City Council.
The Commission to Study the Potential Creation of the National Museum of the American Latino (“the National Museum of the American Latino Commission” or “the Commission”) is an independent commission established by the federal government of the United States in 2008 to study the feasibility of creating a national museum dedicated to highlighting the contributions of American Latinos.
  The Commission is comprised of 23 members from across the nation including actress Eva Longoria, financial analyst Cid Wilson, and Grammy Award winning musician and producer Emelio Estefan.
 The Commission released a report in May 2011 which recommended that Congress establish within the Smithsonian Institution a national museum in Washington, D.C., to be known as the Smithsonian American Latino Museum,
 “that is devoted to the preservation, presentation, and interpretation of American Latino art, cultural expressions, and experiences; a museum that ‘illuminates the American story for the benefit of all.’”
 According to the Commission, Latinos are an integral part of the history and culture of the United States.  Some Americans, including American Latinos, know little of our country’s rich Latino heritage. “Written and oral narratives have not become part of the collective memory of our country. These stories have been untold, under told, or altogether forgotten. All people of the United States contribute to the American identity. The telling of the Latino story in America recognizes a culture that represents a vital national asset.”
  
The Commission found that no federal appropriation would be necessary for the first six years upon the establishment of the museum,
 and that private donations could sufficiently fund the initial years of planning and organization.
 The Commission determined that a private fundraising goal of $300 million over a 10-year period is achievable.
 The 10-year timeframe was based on the length of time to establish the Smithsonian National Museum of the American
Indian and the Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and Culture.
  Consequently, legislation was introduced in Congress in March 2013 to establish the museum.
 
Res. No. 405
Res. No. 405 would point out that according to the 2012 Census Bureau American Community Survey, there are approximately 53 million people of Latino descent living in the United States, of which over 2.3 million reside in New York City.  The resolution would indicate that in fact, the Latino population is the largest ethnic minority group in the country, according to the most recent Census data. 
Res. No. 405 would note that in March 2013, Congressman Xavier Becerra and Senator Robert Menendez introduced H.R. 1217 and S.568, respectively. The resolution would further note that H.R. 1217 and S.568 would establish within the Smithsonian Institution the Smithsonian American Latino Museum (“the Museum”).
The resolution would indicate that this legislation would designate the Arts and Industries Building on the National Mall in Washington, D.C., as the future location for the Museum and would begin a planning period to identify viable fundraising and construction models for the construction and operation of the Museum. The resolution would also indicate that the passage of this legislation would guarantee a commitment to the arts, to the principles of diversity and to building a more inclusive community, and would show recognition and appreciation for the vital role that Latinos play in American life, art, culture, industry, neighborhoods and communities across the nation.
Res. No. 405 would point out that it is of great importance to support the establishment of the Museum, among the other landmark Smithsonian institutions, to highlight the history of the Latino community and to honor Latinos for their significant contributions to our culture and society. Finally, the resolution would assert that the Council of the City of New York calls upon Congress to pass and the President to sign H.R. 1217 and S. 568 to establish the Smithsonian American Latino Museum and designate the Arts and Industries Building as its future location in Washington, D.C.

Res. No. 405

..Title

Resolution calling upon Congress to pass and the President to sign H.R. 1217 and S. 568 to establish the Smithsonian American Latino Museum and designate the Arts and Industries Building as its future location in Washington, D.C.

..Body

By The Speaker (Council Member Mark-Viverito) and Council Members Van Bramer, Cohen, Chin, Cumbo, Dickens, Eugene, Koo, Palma and Koslowitz

Whereas, According to the 2012 Census Bureau American Community Survey, there are approximately 53 million people of Latino descent living in the United States, of which over 2.3 million reside in New York City; and 

Whereas, In fact, the Latino population is the largest ethnic minority group in the country, according to the most recent Census data; and

Whereas, In March 2013, Congressman Xavier Becerra and Senator Robert Menendez introduced H.R. 1217 and S.568, respectively; and

Whereas, H.R. 1217 and S.568 would establish within the Smithsonian Institution the Smithsonian American Latino Museum (“the Museum”); and

Whereas, This legislation would designate the Arts and Industries Building on the National Mall in Washington, D.C., as the future location for the Museum and would begin a planning period to identify viable fundraising and construction models for the construction and operation of the Museum; and

Whereas, The passage of this legislation would guarantee a commitment to the arts, to the principles of diversity and to building a more inclusive community, and would show recognition and appreciation for the vital role that Latinos play in American life, art, culture, industry, neighborhoods and communities across the nation; and

Whereas, It is of great importance to support the establishment of the Museum, among the other landmark Smithsonian institutions, to highlight the history of the Latino community and to honor Latinos for their significant contributions to our culture and society; now therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon Congress to pass and the President to sign H.R. 1217 and S. 568 to establish the Smithsonian American Latino Museum and designate the Arts and Industries Building as its future location in Washington, D.C.
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