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Chairwoman Barron and committee members,  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify today. My name is Muhammad Arshad, Chairperson of 

the University Student Senate (USS), which is the student government body for CUNY. USS is 

composed of all the branches of the University and we are responsible for representing the over 

450,000 students of CUNY.  

I am certain I speak for all students when I say that textbooks are too expensive. However, that 

statement does not give you the full picture. I believe, that textbooks are WAY too expensive. 

There is no denying the value of having texts to guide our studying throughout a given semester. 

I will not diminish the value of having textbooks as a reference along with notes from lectures 

and other required readings for a class.  

In this age of technology and E-readers, why do textbooks continue to remain so expensive? 

When the DVD arrived, the value of VCRs diminished as did its market value. When CDs 

arrived, the same happened for the audio cassette tape. When MP3 players arrived, the same fate 

befell the CD player. We can cite numerous examples and instances of newer improved 

technology reducing the costs of older versions. However, over the past decade, the prices of 

textbooks have increased by 82%, an increase that is three times the rate of inflation. Why is this 

the case? 

According to College Board, the average student pays $1200 a year on textbooks. in addition to 

this, according recent surveys conducted by the University Student Senate, the cost of textbooks 

have caused some students to withdraw from courses. It has caused other students to fail courses 

because they couldn’t afford to the textbook. 77% of the students in the survey are shoppers who 

like to make sure they get the absolute best price for the product, yet more than 35% of our 

students are paying more than $300 a semester for textbooks. Some students are paying more 

than $750! In the same survey, 50% of those students find that the textbooks only contribute 

moderately to their success in the course. There is no justification as to why a student should 

have to pay this much for textbooks on top of the rising costs of living, the rising costs of tuition, 

the rising costs of transportation, in a city that fashions itself as progressive, a city that is 

supposed to embody the energy and spirit of its citizens. The CUNY student is the lifeblood and 

the spirit of everything that this city stands for, and we need this city to stand for, and by, these 

same people.  

According to the same survey, more than half of the students do not have financial aid paying for 

their textbooks, and more than 40% of those students do not receive financial aid. We cannot 

continue to have students footing the bill without some form of relief. Most of our students are 

parents, full-time and part-time workers. We have priorities and responsibilities beyond the 

classroom and beyond the campus. We are not yet fully entrenched in our careers. To have the 

costs of a textbook, cause a student to withdraw from a course, is perhaps the most heartbreaking 

scenario I can imagine.  



I know students who are homeless, I know students who can not afford meals, I know students 

who if they do not have this as something to look forward to, they have nothing at all. We must 

do something to help our students. We can find some form of alternative solution to this issue. I 

know we can. Let’s continue to work toward this goal, together. Thank you.   






