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Good morning Chair Reynoso and members of the Committee on
Sanitation. I am Kathryn Garcia, Commissioner for the New York City
Department of Sanitation. Thank you for holding this hearing on Intro No. 409.

- The goal of this bill is to stop the proliferation of unlawfully placed clothing bins
throughout the City which are negatively impacting the quality of life in
communities in all five boroughs.

. Before I begin, I would like to thank Speaker Mark-Viverito, Chair
Reynoso, and all of the sponsors of Intro No. 409 for working collaboratively with
the Administration to remedy the increasing problem of companies utilizing public
spaces without permission to place their clothing bins, and to aid the Department in
our mission to maintain public street and sidewalk cleanliness throughout New
York City. Hlegally placed clothing bins are a challenge across the region, and I
am proud to see NYC take a leadership role on addressing this unsightly condition.
We appreciate the opportunity this morning to testify on Intro No. 409 which is a
top legislative priority for the Department, and one that I am proud to support.



By way of background, in 2007, the City Council enacted Local Law 31
authorizing the Department to regulate publicly accessible collection bins. Before
the enactment of Local Law 31 — and similar to the growing problem today — bin
owners were using public and private spaces without permission to place oversized
bins to collect clothes and related items from the public with the intent of selling
these goods. Unlawfully-placed collection bins are very problematic. They are
magnets for graffiti and trash, and they are obstructions that impede the flow of
pedestrian traffic on public sidewalks.

Currently, Local Law 31 prohibits the placement of bins on City property,
including sidewalks and roadways. It authorizes the Department to remove any
unlawfully-placed bin 30 days after Department field officers have affixed a notice
to the bin and have mailed the notice to the bin owner, if the owner’s identity can
be ascertained. Local Law 31 also allows collection bins to be placed on private
property if the private property owner has given written permission to the clothing
bin owner.

The law does not contain any penalty provisions because, at the time Local
Law 31 was enacted, it was believed that providing notice of the illegal placement
of a bin and, in some cases, removal of the bin would be a sufficient deterrent to
this unlawful activity. This is no longer true today. Local Law 31 is not acting as
a deterrent to the unlawful placement of bins on public property, as bin owners
have successfully exploited loopholes in the current law. Most bin owners do
remove their bin within 30 days after the Department has tagged the bin and has
placed the owner on notice of the bin’s illegal placement. However, many bin
owners now simply move the bin to a new location, sometimes right down the
block, on the 29" day after the Department has tagged their bin, which restarts the
30-day notice provision. Bin owners are even resorting to painting over the
Department’s notices that are affixed to the bin to make it appear that the bin is
newly placed in order to try to restart the 30-day clock. In short, bin owners have
found ways to make the current law completely ineffective and a waste of the
Department’s resources. This egregious, revolving door practice by unscrupulous
bin owners must cease, and recent Department data I will share this morning
underscores the growing, immediate problem.

After the current law was enacted in 2007, the Department initially saw a
substantial decrease in the number of bins illegally placed on public property
throughout the city, only to witness the number of illegal bins rise dramatically in



the last two Fiscal Years. In the year following the enactment of Local Law 31,
the Department only identified 56 bins for removal from public spaces, far fewer
than the 1,194 bins tagged during FY2008. Beginning in FY2013, the number of
illegally placed clothing bins throughout the City began to increase dramatically.
In FY 2012, the Department tagged 97 bins. By contrast, in FY 2013, the
Department tagged 593 bins, and during FY 2014, the number of bins tagged by
the Department increased to a whopping 2,093 — an increase of 2,100%. In only
the first 2%2 months of FY 15 the Department has tagged 1,049 bins.

The dramatic increase in numbers highlights the fact that the current law is
no longer effective in deterring bin owners from illegally depositing their bins on
City property. Exacerbating this illegal activity, bin owners are also resorting to
bolting bins directly into the public sidewalk and attaching bins to buildings or
public sidewalks using wire or metal fencing. The photographs we have set up for
your viewing this morning illustrate the new innovative ways these companies use
to prevent or delay the Department from removing these illegally placed bins. We
are also working closely with the City’s Department of Transportation to assist the
Department in addressing these situations and avoid damage to City property.

Since the recent increase in the unlawful placement of publicly accessible
collection bins throughout the city, the Department has received numerous
complaints from elected officials, community boards, business improvement
districts, businesses and residents. We’ve also received several media inquiries
based on complaints submitted by the public. Simply put, the current law no
longer deters bin owners from violating the law, and the amendments set forth
under Intro No 409 will remedy this growing quality-of-life problem in
neighborhoods across the City.

The Department fully supports Intro No. 409 as it will allow the Department
to immediately remove a publicly accessible collection bin that is placed anywhere
on City-owned property. If the owner’s name and address legibly appears on the
bin as required under the law, the Department will provide notice to the owner, by
certified mail with return receipt, that the Department has removed the bin and that
the owner may claim the bin through procedures that will be established by rule
pursuant to the City’s Administrative Procedure Act. Intro No. 409 also
establishes a civil penalty of $250 for the first offense, and $500 for each
subsequent offense within an 18-month period. Additionally, we recommend that
the bill be amended by doubling the initial fine to $500 whenever a bin is bolted to
public property or encased in a fence. Each such bin placed on public property is



deemed a separate violation for purposes of enforcement, and all summonses will
be returnable to the New York City Environmental Control Board.

An owner who seeks to claim a bin removed by the Department will be
required to pay any penalties imposed, along with the Department’s costs for
removing and storing the bin, unless after adjudication by the Environmental
Control Board, the owner is found not liable. If an owner does not claim his or her
bin within 30 days, the Department will be authorized to recycle the bin and its
contents. :

This bill also holds both the owner of a publicly accessible collection bin
that is on private property, and the owner of the private property in which the bin is
located, responsible for maintaining the bin in a clean and neat condition.
Additionally, all owners of publicly accessible collection bins placed on private
property will be required to register with the Department and will be responsible
for submitting an annual report to the Department that identifies, by weight, each
type of material collected during the reporting period. Failure to do so will result
in the issuance of a violation returnable to the Environmental Control Board that
may result in the imposition of a civil penalty of $50 for the first offense and $100
for each subsequent offense within an 18-month period.

The Department recognizes that there are many organizations collecting
textiles and used clothing donations through the use of publicly-accessible clothing
bins placed on private property with permission from the owner in accordance with
existing law. This bill is not aimed at them. Used clothing and textiles comprise
approximately 5.5% of the residential waste stream, and diverting textiles that can
be resold, reused, or recycled is an important part of our goal to extract valuable
resources from the waste stream. However, this goal must be accomplished
through an efficient and legitimate infrastructure. Since 2010, the Department has
partnered with Housing Works, a local charitable organization, to offer the re-
fashioNYC Program to buildings with ten or more residential units. This program
provides convenient donation bins inside of apartment buildings for residents to
donate used clothing, shoes, and other textiles. To date, that program is in nearly
500 buildings and has collected 3 million pounds of textiles, and we continue to
expand the program to more and more buildings. And through our support of
ReuseNYC, a member-based association of 30 not-for-profits, the Department
encourages organizations to establish legitimate programs to collect and reuse
unwanted clothing, household goods, fumiturc, and other products.



We believe that the measures outlined in Intro No. 409 under consideration
by the Sanitation Committee today will help stop the unlawful practice of placing
bins on the City’s curbs, sidewalks and roadways, and the bill sends a clear,
unequivocal message that this assault on our neighborhoods must stop.

My staff and I look forward to working closely with this Committee to
finalize this important legislation, and we’re happy to answer any questions you
have. :
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Good morning.

I want to begin by thanking New York City Council Speaker, Melissa
Mark-Viverito and the Chair of the Sanitation Committee, Antonio Reynoso
for highlighting this important issue. I also want to thank the other members
of the New York City Council present here today as well as my fellow
Brooklynites who have come in support of Int. 0409-2014.

I am Deputy Brooklyn Borough President Diana Reyna, and on behalf of
Brooklyn Borough President Eric L. Adams, I am here to express the
office’s strong support to amend the administrative code of the city of New
York, in relation to regulating publicly accessible collection bins,

As representatives of 2.6 million people across Brooklyn, our office has
received many complaints from constituents and Community Boards to
Business Improvement Districts as well as small businesses they represent
that collection bins do not belong on public sidewalks. They are unsightly,
block access, and attract trash and graffiti.

Currently, it is illegal to place bins on sidewalks. Local Law 31 of 2007
regulated the removal of illegally placed publicly accessible collection bins
and authorizes Department of Sanitation to remove any bin placed on City
property 30 days after the Department has affixed a notice to the bin.

While most bin owners remove their bins within 30 days of receiving
notice, DSNY has observed that bins are often moved on the 29™ day and
are put in another location on City property. Int. 0409-2014 would allow
DSNY to immediately remove a collection bin placed on City property, or
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property maintained by the City, or on any public sidewalk or roadway; and
closing the 30-day grace period loophole that currently exists.

The bill establishes a civil penalty of $250 for the first offense and $500 for
each subsequent offense. An owner who seeks to claim a bin that has been
removed by DSNY will be required to pay any penalties imposed and the
costs of removal and storage. If the owner does not claim his or her bin
within 30 days, the Department will be authorized to dispose of it.

From Greenpoint to East New York and Bay Ridge to Brownsville these
illegal bins have proliferated private and public properties to the dismay of
residents. The Brooklyn Borough President, Eric L. Adams and I call on
the New York City Council to strengthen Local Law 31 by passing Int.
0409-2014.

A bin illegally placed on the sidewalk should be removed immediately, and
this legislation will ensure that.

HHHEHH
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Good morning Chairman Reynoso, Speaker Mark-Viverito and members of the
committee. My name is Elliot Groman and I am the Chief Operation Officer of
SpinGreen LLC. My spouse, Polina, who is the Founder and CEO, unfortunately has a
case of strep throat and is unable to appear before you today.

SpinGreen is a green social enterprise that collects and recycles post-consumer textiles to
keep them out of landfills. We have been in business for just over 2 years and have
around 600 collection bins at locations throughout the New York/New Jersey Metro area,
having collected and recycled over 4 million pounds of textiles.

Over that time, we have partnered with several non-profits including Gay Men's Health
Crisis, American Diabetes Foundation, Boys & Girls Club, and the American Red Cross.
‘What we do is give a percentage of the proceeds that come from the textiles in their
collection bins back to the organization. We have also hosted clothing drives where we
have taken many of the wearable textiles that get submitted into our bins and rather than
recycle their materials, we set the clothing aside and give them away to the less fortunate.
All in all, we have dozens of community partners that we work with.

The main focus of our business is simple; we want to decrease the amount of recyclable
textiles that get put into our landfills every year. Currently, New York City’s recycling
rate is an abysmal 15% compared to a national average of 35%. Both Los Angeles and
Chicago are up near 45%. If New York City recycled at the same rate as Los Angeles, the
City would save $93 million annually in disposal costs. The mission of SpinGreen is to
affect real change in our city's recycling efforts by expanding opportunities for ways we
recycle, and developing community partnerships that provide incentives to increase
participation in better recycling practices.

I am here today to express our support for Intro 409 but to state that the legislation does
not go far enough. Over the past year, we have seen the proliferation of illegal collection
bins that has spurred public outrage. We are outraged too. These illegal bins and the
people who placed them illegally have hurt the image of our industry and the quality of
life for the residents of our city. SpinGreen operates at the highest standards and would
welcome additional rules and regulations that would make our industry better.

SpinGreen proposes the following nine rules and regulations that we believe will make
our industry better, more efficient, productive and socially responsible. One: create a fee-
based registration with the department of sanitation. Vendors would have a permit or
vendor number that would allow them to operate legally. Two: develop a textile recycling
vendors directory where anyone can look up officially licensed and registered companies.



Three: require that cach company provide company information on all collection bins so
that anyone can contact the vendor and report any issues. Four: conduct a 2 to 5 year
financial and personal background check as part of registration similar to what we
currently have in the carting industry and overseen by the Business Integrity
Commission. Five: require that liability insurance must be purchased on each collection
bin. Six: require that workers comp/disability must be purchased by every vendor. Seven:
outlaw wooden collection bins, as they are a fire hazard. Eight: should a collection bin
get stickered for improper placement, require removal within 7 days instead of 30 days,
as the law currently states. And last, set up annual or biannual reporting, where each
vendor supplies a list of collection bin locations. This gives the City of New York the
ability to know where collection bins are being placed and which collection bins are
illegal.

Additionally, we believe that there is a real opportunity to save the city money by
reducing our disposal tonnage, educate the public about the benefits of recycling to get
our recycling rates up closer to Los Angeles and Chicago, and provide monetary
incentives to organizations for recycling. An opportunity for a Public-Private Partnership
with various municipal entities could save the City millions, creating a revenue sharing
stream, which will in turn provide resources for the myriad of programs that strive to
serve the residents of our great City, such as after school programs, senior programs and
repairs to our parks and playgrounds.

However, as it currently stands, the law does not allow for our industry to participate in
such partnerships. The law explicitly says {quote} “No publicly accessible collection bin
may be placed on any city property, or property maintained by the city, or on any public
sidewalk or roadway.” We believe that the law should be amended to aliow for public-
private partnerships as long as there is authorization.

In closing, we look forward to actively working with the Council, the City Department of
Sanitation, and our partners in the industry to implement a measurable system that
provides reassurances to the public about the collection bin business, gives the City of
New York greater oversight and enforcement powers, and better regulates an industry
that currently has minimal regulations. Intro 409 is a good piece of legislation but it does
not go far enough to protect the public from those looking to take advantage of the
system. I commend this body for your vision to seize many opportunities that our
industry offers; support the legitimate collection bin operators while sharing the benefits;
create new good paying jobs and improve our city with long term sustainability efforts. It
is our hope that the Council’s leadership will consider our suggestions and make this
piece of legislation even better.

Once again, I thank you for the opportunity to speak today.
Elliot Groman

COO0
SpinGreen LLC
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WHY THE CITY MUST ACT AGAINST COLLECTION BINS

Good morning. My name is Josef Szende, and I am the Executive Director for the Atlantic
Avenue Business Improvement District (AABID) in Brooklyn. I am the Chair of the New York
City BID Association Clothing Bin working group that has been working on this issue for the
better part of this year. [ would like to thank, Mayor De Blasio, Sanitation Commissioner Garcia,
Speaker Mark-Viverito, Chair Reynoso, the entire Sanitation Committee and the entire City
Council for the opportunity to testify today.

The scourge of collection bins has been an unnecessary and tiresome blight on the
neighborhoods of New York City. From Boerum Hill to Bayside, from Sunset Park to
Sunnyside, from East Flatbush to East Harlem.

Everyone talks about the same issues: bins are dropped in the middle of the night without any
other communication; they are large and ugly - blocking the sidewalk and detracting from the
beauty of our neighborhoods; and there is no regulation as to what can be deposited and how
often the contents get collected.

For Atlantic Avenue, my district, this all started with a big pink bin at the corner of Bond Street
and Atlantic Avenue this past Spring. The owner of Jesse's deli told me that this bin was placed
in front of his bodega without permission and that the company who placed it there was
unresponsive to his calls to have it removed.

Then I called the Sanitation Department. They said they were bound by a local law that requires
them to wait 30 days to remove the bins.

The current law does not aliow the Department of Sanitation to address and remedy the current
sitnation. We are supportive of the proposed changes to the law as a way to enable the agency to
respond effectively and remove illegal, ill-maintained, and unsightly bins.

This is a big issue for BIDs. We spend a lot of time and money cleaning the streets, removing
graffiti, making neighborhoods look beautiful and inviting. A lot of that work gets undone by
these bins that are really hurting neighborhoods all over the City.

But it's not only BIDs and small businesses that are hurt by these bins. Residents don't want them
blighting the neighborhood. We look ugly and backward in the eyes of tourists and visitors if
they see them all over the City.

Long story short: let's get rid of these bins and help property owners, small business people,
residents, and neighborhoods make the City a cleaner, more beautiful, and livable place.

ATLANTIC AVE BID
340 Atlantic Ave - Brooklyn, NY 11201 - P 718-734-4219 - E info@atlanticavebid.org

atlanticavebid.org + € FACEBOOK/AtanticAveBID + € TWITTER/AtlanticBID
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Intro 409 — Council Member Antonio Reynoso, Chair

September 19, 2014

Good Moring, my name is Marie Torniali, and I am the Executive
Director of the Central Astoria Local Development Coalition. The
Central Astoria LDC represents the interests of four commercial
districts: Steinway Street, Broadway, 30" Avenue and 36" Avenue in
Astoria/Long Island City as well as the area’s residents. Today, I am
here to support Intro 409.

The clothing bins have become an eyesore in the neighborhood with
lack of maintenance including latches left wide open, clothes
overflowing, attracting garbage and dumping , and graffiti ridden.
This, in turn, makes a perfect breeding place for vermin. The bins,
taking up valuable sidewalk space, also pose a safety hazard to
pedestrians and the disabled in already cluttered streets, and to
children who can climb in and be trapped within. Further, the bins are
another example of visual pollution on our streets. Contacting a bin
owner to rectify problems has proven to be virtually impossible, which
given the nature of their reputation for misleading the public, not
surprising. Accountability isnil.  While the NYC Department of
Sanitation does follow up on complaints, they need the tools to
expedite the process of immediate removal on public streets. Bins on
private property should also be regulated and property owners held

accountable. These bins are accidents waiting to happen.

Intro 409 will go a long way in remedying the hazardous conditions
and blight on the neighborhood caused by clothing bins. We support
Intro 409 and look forward to its implementation in the near future.

Thank you for your consideration.

www.centralastoria.org
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New York City Council - Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management
250 Broadway
New York, NY 10007

Re: Int. 0409-2014 / Publicly Accessible Collection Bins
Dear Chair Reynosc and Commitiee Members:

On behalf of the Myrtle Avenue Brooklyn Partnership, | am offering written testimony regarding Int.
0409-2014, a local law to amend the administrative code of the City of New York, in relation to
regulating publicly accessible collection bins. The Partnership strongly supports this proposed
legislation and we encourage the Council to pass it as written.

Collection bins do not belong on public sidewalks. They are unsightly, block access, and attract trash
and graffiti. In fact, itis currently illegal to place bins on sidewalks. Int. 0409-2014 would close the 30-
day grace period loophole that currently exists and give the Sanitation Department the authority to
remove illegally placed bins immediately. As you know, the Sanitation Department supports this
legislation because it will allow them to be more effective. | believe that, once implemented, this
legislation will make illegally-placed collection bins a thing of the past in New York City.

To this day, we see these illegal bins all over Brooklyn. Last year, a flurry of bins were illegally placed
on sidewalks in our own district. One was even placed in a crosswalk. We utilized the currently-
available channels, and it took several weeks before they were removed (or, more likely, moved to
another area). A bin illegally placed on the sidewalk should be removed immediately, and this
legislation will ensure that takes place.

| hope that the Council agrees with this position and passes Int. 0409-2014 without delay.

Sincerely,
/ &z
Wik Hi e —
i
Meredith Phillips Almeida, Executive Director

Cc: Council Member Laurie Cumbo, 35 District

About the Myrtle Avenue Brooklyn Partnership

The Myrtle Avenue Brooklyn Partnership works to restore the “Main Street” of the Fort Greene and Clinton Hill to a bustling,
economically vital, neighborhood commercial corridor that provides entrepreneurial, cultural, recreational, and employment
opportunities for all those who live, work, study or visit the area. The Partnership provides programs in commercial
revitalization, business attraction & retention, facade improvement, historic preservation, arts & culture, marketing, local
tourism initiatives, small business technical assistance, environmental stewardship, community food security, and urban
planning and advocacy for the neighborhood and its small businesses. The Myrtle Avenue Brooklyn Business Improvement
District [BID) provides supplementary sanitation, graffiti removal, marketing, and beautification services. These programs aim
to attract shoppers and new businesses to Myrtle Avenue, to spur local job development, to improve the built erwironment
and the infrastructure along the avenue, to protect and maintain historic properties, and to improve overall quality of life for
the neighborhood's shoppers, merchants, and residents.

Myrtle Avenue Brooklyn Partnership
472 Myrtle Avenue, 2+ Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11205
t: 718.230.1689 | f: 718.230.3674 | e: info@myrtleavenue.org

MARP Board of Directors
Officers

Thomas F. Schutte, Chair
Stuart Leffler
Georgianna Glose
Bernell Grier

Directors

Rashida Abuwala
Michael Banach
Jonathan Butler

P. Ann Daniels

Erlc Davis

John Dew

Gary Hattem

Michael Massiah

Karen Aletha Maybank
Brian Robinson

Jose Ramon Sanchez
Sudha Seetharaman

Lawrence Whiteside

BID Board of Directars
Officers

Thomas F, Schutte, Chair
John Dew

Larry Esposito

Jufiet Cullen-Cheung
Diractors

Brooklyn Borough President
Eric Adams

Doug Bowen

NYC Council Member
Laurie Cumbo

Gurvan Duncan
Larry Hoy

Jed Marcus
Gerry Rooney

NYC Comptroller
Scott Stringer

Valerie Taveras

5SBS Commissioner
Maria Teorres-Springer

Ronald Tyler

MARP Advisory Board
Seth Edwards, Chair



* Fulton Area Businesses

Testimony

Before the New York City Council - September 19, 2014
Re: Int. 0409-2014 “Regulating publicly accessible collection bins”

Phillip Kellogg, Executive Director

Fulton Area Business (FAB) Alliance-

Business Improvement District

Fulton Street in Fort Greene and Clinton Hill, Brooklyn, NY

Thank you for the opportunity to address the issue of these clothing collection bins that are
dropped on our sidewalks and streets on a regular basis, creating a mess that is contrary to our
goal as a BID to create a clean, safe environment in the districts we represent.

A small business owner who leaves some trash on the sidewalk gets a summons and a fine that
very morning. Small businesses don't get a 30-day wait period io clean their sidewalk. And, they
can't move debyris around the corner to get another 30-day wait period either.

Our small businesses aren't allowed to just use the public’s sidewalk any way they want without
securing permits from a variety of NYC Agencies. A simple bench or planter in the wrong place
can get them a summons and a fine.

These bins are unsightly, create garbage when they overflow, and block passage on our
sidewalks. It's unlawful, illegal dumping. If it was a refrigerator dumped on the sidewalk (which is
about the size of these bins), we wouldn’t wait 30-days to remove it. And if we witnessed the
person doing the illegal dumping, the 311 operator would encourage us fo call 911.

FAB supports this legislation to regulate the collection bins. These bins are a scar aleng the
commercial corridor where small business owners are working so hard to make a living, create
jobs and enhance their community.

Thank you for your time.

Phillip Kellogg
FAB Alliance.

Fulton Area Business (FAB) Alliance Business Improvement District, Brooklyn, NY
pkellogg@faballiance.org | 718-928-3322 { 896-900 FULTON STREET, BROOKLYN, NY 11238
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09/18/2014
To Whom it May Concern,

Good morning Chairman Reynoso, Speaker Viverito and members of the
committee. RAJE has partnered with SpinGreen on reducing our landfill
waste by recycling old clothing. SprinGreen has been a tremendous partner
@and made recycling very simple: we put unwanted clothing into the bin
provided by SprinGreen and when the bin is full they come by and pick up
the clothing. The partnership has been a win win: RAJE receives a portion of
the proceeds of the recyclables to put toward our charity efforts and the city
increases it's recycling, saving money and reducing landfill burdens.

We fully support the strengthening of the collection bin industry and
appreciate the Council’s efforts to protect legitimate vendors in the industry.
We respectfully request that the Council goes even further in the effort to
regulate the industry by implementing the nine regulations proposed by
Spingreen. These further, more stringent regulations will make sure the
industry is not overrun by fraudulent and fake operators and will protect
industry players who are legitimate.

[Thank you for the opportunity to submit this testimony. We look forward to
working with the Council to strengthening the rules and regulations in this
industry and welcome any questions you might have.

Esther Lamm
Director of Developmet
917-767-3570
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Int. 0409-2014 A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of

FIFTH AVENLE New York, in relation to regulating publicly accessible collection bins.

PARKSLOFE September 19, 2014

Good morning. My name is Mark Caserta. I am the Executive Director of the Park Slope Fifth
Avenue BID in Brooklyn.

I'am here to support Int-409 and to ask you to pass it swiftly. As Executive Director of the BID, I
have watched as bins have popped up along the avenue, without permission of the adjacent
property owner or the City of New York and without any regard for the cleanliness or safety of
the surrounding area.

I hadn't really paid attention to this issue until last year, when a bin suddenly appeared on the
sidewalk at 17" Street and Fifth Avenue, next to 623a. The owner of the building called me to
ask for help and I was surprised to learn that the Sanitation Department was required to give the
bin owner 30 days to remove it before it was confiscated. How could this be? Then, I was
surprised to learn that the previously tagged bin was taken away by the owner and replaced by a
new, untagged bin, just days before the Sanitation Department's 30 days had expired. The clock,
in effect, had been reset. This happened on at least two occasions over the spring and summer of
2014. In addition, recently the clothing bin company took it a step further and anchored the bin at
623a to the sidewalk. They drilled two, one inch holes in the sidewalk and anchored the bin with
steel rods. When they finally reclaimed the bin, they cut the steel bars from the bin and removed
it; leaving the cut steel bars sticking out of the ground for someone to trip on.

Let's face it: the owners of these bins are playing games with the City's law. The bins are placed
without the permission of the City or property owners and they are magnets for graffiti and
illegal dumping. It's time to change the law and give the Sanitation Department the enforcement
rules it needs to rid our sidewalks of these eyesores. We support the proposed changes to the law
and thank Mayor de Blasio, City Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito, the Department of
Sanitation and the current sponsors of this bill for for their leadership on this issue.

Thank you.



September 19, 2014

Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito
Sanitation Committee Chair Council Member Antonio Reynoso

Re: Testimony in support of Int. No. 409, Local Law to amend the administrative
code of the City of New York in relation to regulating publicly accessible collection
bins '

On behalf of the Grand Street Business Improvement District, I would like to thank
Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito, Mayor Bill de Blasio, our own Councilman
Antonio Reynoso, who is chair of the Sanitation Committee, New York City
Department of Sanitation and the rest of the City Councilmembers for sponsoring
this law, which would regulate publicly accessible collection bins and allow for their
timely removal. This letter is to support the regulation as recommended.

Throughout the past couple of years there has been a proliferation of clothing
collection bins in the name of charity. As we all know and have seen, these bins
obstruct the sidewalk, collect graffiti tags as well as debris from clothes, and may
harbor health and other threats. We had one in our BID a year ago, which was
removed. Nevertheless, we see them all around in our community, as it has been
difficult to contact the owners and remove these bins with the current legislation.

As an economic development organization whose mission is to improve the Grand
Street commercial corridor and the quality of life for the community, once again, we
support this pragmatic legislation and greatly appreciate your efforts in drafting it.

Sincerely,

%ﬂ/ﬂ’\ U

Artineh Havan _
Executive Director

246 Graham Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11206, www.grandstbklyn.com, 718.218.8836 telephone,718.218.8834
facsimile, info@grandstbklyn.com, ahavan@grandstbklyn.com



Testimony to the Comumittee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management
New York City Council
Chair: Council Member Antonio Reynoso

September 19, 2014

Thank you for the opportunity to testify today before the Sanitation and Solid Waste
Management Committee of the New York City Council. My name is Rachel Thieme and 1
am the executive director of the Sunnyside Shines Business Improvement District in
Sunnyside, Queens. Our district covers 18 blocks along Queens Boulevard and Greenpoint
Avenue, and is a mixed residential and commercial neighborhood with more than 300
businesses.

This past summer, we noticed three pink, wooden clothing bins appear within our district -
two locations on 43" Street and one on Greenpoint Avenue, | immediately reached out to
our local Sanitation captain who promptly tagged the bins, but I was frustrated to learn that
this was all that could be done for 30 days.

A key program of my organization and other business improvement districts is to provide
supplemental sanitation programs to keep the neighborhood looking clean. We put a
significant effort and budget info running this program, and have built great relationships
with City agencies that can help us to achieve our goals. The current restrictions that
prohibit the Sanitation department from removing these bins immediately were a huge step
backwards in our goal to keep Sunnyside clean.

Almost immediately upon appearing, these bins attracted graffiti and became filled with
clothes and garbage. Within days, plastic bags of clothes were left next to the bins. This
essentially created three dumping grounds in our district and a huge eyesore for residents,
shoppers and merchants.

We need better legislation that allows the Department of Sanitation to remove these bins
immediately. On behalf of the property owners and business owners in Sunnyside, we are
in strong support of Int. No. 409 which will give our Sanitation department the tools they
need to help us maintain a clean and safe neighborhood. I urge the committee to approve
this legislation. Thank you for your consideration and leadership.

Sincerely,
Rachel Thieme, Executive Director



Photo of Clothing Bin in Sunnyside:
43" Street and Queens Boulevard, 1 day after it was dumped on the sidewalk:
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Businesses that host a USAgain clothes and shoes
recycling bin become a convenient stop for customers
who want to help the environment, Existing customers
feel good knowing they're taking one more step toward
going green. New customers are attracted to your
business by the simple and convenient recycling option
you are providing. As a program partner, vou benefit from
our excellent service and promise: no cest, no work, and
no Hability.

Reduce the 85% of textiles being trashed each year”:
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Reusing one T-shirt saves nearly 700 gallons of water,

i
¥

prstaciuring

w
']
s
oy
[ny
i
[«
o
Py
bl
poe
oy
g
i
w
o
=
&y

Chemicals used in the production of textiles poliute
water supplies and destroy ecosystems.
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B {reate lobs

The textile reclamation industry creates 85x% more
green sector jobs on a per ton basis than landfilling
or incineration.”
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Four out of Five Consumers
Prefer to Shop at Green Businesses

1
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20%

fzeen Businessey {hhers

Agcording to a 2000 Hiclsen survey, 80 percent of consumers are “concerned

about the global envirenment.” Grezn cansumers say 3 company’s envionmental

praciices are impottant fn making key dedstons, induding where they shop.
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ROBERTT. BELTON
Assistant Store Manager 7
Lowe's {Athens, GA)
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Lears more at: www.usagain.com/trees
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As leaders in the textiie recycling industry, USAgain, a for-profit company, is committed to your total
satisfaction as a program partner. What's more, we use innovative practices that make this a No Cost -
Mo Work - No Liability - program for you.

UShgaln offers: Uther Companias offer:

%y

USAgain-brandad, user-frigndly bins each clearly labeled X Binswith incomplete and/or misteading information

with comgany name, logo. phone number and website

2477 hotline answered by a live operator X Annoving answering machings or volcemal inboxes
of Fully insured cauipment and employees A Uninsured seuipment and conractors

*  Workers compensation coverage ® 7 workers compunsation

# 51 miflion In Hability coverage e ?Hability caverage

#  §1 miliion invehicle coverage ¢ 7vahicle coverage

¢ 31 milfion in property damage coverage % 7 property damiage coverage
+ UShgain-branded flest of vehides for service and X Unmarked and unprofessional trucks

)

maintenance

¥ 100% employee-based company with Background checks X Contractors with Hitle interest in custormer serviee
and safety tratning

+/  Collection monitoring using sophisticated database tools b4 Overflowing bins and Infrequent pick-up service

+  Full service website with personalized partner login X Mo website or access to yaur collection results

o Green initiative to plant over 200,000 tress in 2013 o green nitiatives supporiad

o Annual Certificates of Sustainabifity showing your positive i no reporting provided

environmental contributions

?@‘2‘“‘

How We Worl

£

Our mission is to give new life to clothes and shoes that would otherwise end up in a landfl.

Our process is simple: we place a clothes and shoes recycling bin in a designated spot in your parking
lot where the community can recycle surplus clothes and shoes, attracting new customers to your
business. At least once a week, we collect the items and bring them to our local warehouse where they
are processed and shipped to markets in need of affordable clothes in the U.S. and abroad. Most of the
clothes are reused, and the rest are recycled into insulation or wiping rags. USAgain creates green
sector jobs, protects the environment, and helps improve the well-being of people in America and
around the world,

1-800-604-9533



Singe 1999, USAgain has been providing people across the country
an eco-friendly sclution for ridding themselves of surplus clothes
and shoes, effectively diverting millions of pounds of textiles from
landhfils each year. With our 24-hour service guarantee, you can rest
assured that every concern will be addressed promptly and to your
satisfaction. USAgain is fully insured and our equipment is the best in

the industry - safe, clean, secure and user-friendly.

Whather your business is big or small we will work with vou 1o

tailor a custom green solution for your business today.

For more information visit us at:

www.usagain.com/business-owner

Scan this code with your
smartphone to iearn more,
B facehookcom/usagain

L% wwittercomsusagaintwests

€ 2013 UsAgain all rights resarved.
2 Printed on 50% recycled and post-consumer content paper.
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USAgain

Clothes Collection System

Carporate Office: 1555 W Hawthorne Ln #4W,
West Chicago, 1L 60185

Ofe: 800-603-9533

wwyLusagatin.com - infofusagaincom



Sunset Park District Management Association

Sunset Park Business Improvement District
Serving Sunset Parl’s 5" Avenue Communily since 1995
51164 5™ Avenue, Suite 200/ Brooklyn NY 11220
PHONE: (718) 4397767 ] FAX: (T18) 4397794
EMALL: infog@sunsetparkbid.org / WEBSITE: sunsetparkbid.org
LOG ON: [BUNSET PARK FREE WIFI
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TESTIMONY FOR INTRO 409
CITY COUNCIL SANITATION COMMITTEE HEARING 09/19/14

We would like to thank Councilman Antonio Reynoso, as chair of this committee, for your understanding that a
serious problem existed with the increase of clothing collection bins and for working to resolve it. We also want to
thank our councilman, Carlos Menchaca, for working with us and with Councilman Vincent Gentile and the rest of
the committee and City Council. We are especially pleased that this legislation is a collaboration of the City
Council, through Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito, the Mayor’s Office and NYC Department of Sanitation,

The Sunset Park Business Improvement District would like to thank you for %fiving us the opportunity to support
Intro 409. We represent over 500 small businesses in 384 properties along 5 Avenue in Brooklyn from 38" to
64" Street. We have been working hard since 1995 to create a successful shopping district and enhance the quality
of life for the business and residential communities.

The illegal clothing collection bins that have been inundating our community for the past two vears, have been
adversely affecting our community and our shopping district. They began showing up in spring of 2014, Several
BID member property owners began calling our office about them. | was able to report them via email to our BK7
Sanitation Superintendent who then put in requests for tagging and removal. Soon we were being contacted via
our Facebook Fanpage by residents around the community who sent us pictures and locations. By May 31, 2013,
21 bins had been reported and tagged. By July 31, another 9 were spotted and reported. Surprisingly we even had
8 more reported in November, so throughout 2013, we had at least 38 bins reported just by our office. Although
we saw numerous articles from other neighboring communities who were having the same problem, none had as
many as we did, and it scemed that since the clothes were thought to be going to charity, there was no big rush to
regulate them more than the law at that time allowed.

The Sunset Park BID staff began to investigate the “charities”™ who were asking for the clothing. There seemed to
be several, however, except for one Veteran group, they all were defrauding the public. The one which has been
placing the most bins, Viltex, actually is ltaly-based. Some of the bins had actual 501¢3 numbers which we found
didn’t exist. This year we investigated a new bin company and the search lead back to a housing complex and an
apartment. The people of Sunset Park and New York City are caring people and to be deceived in this way was
wrong. We have since been in touch with the NYS Attorney General’s office in order to hold these for-profit
companies accountable for their deceptions.

As soon as the weather was a little warmer, or first new one showed up actually being place upon a patch of ice
that hadn’t yet melted on 53" Street and 5™ Avenue. From that moment on, we were finding them everywhere.
Again, we were given pictures and locations by residents of Sunset Park via our FanPage and via a local site
Sunset Parker. The companies must have been aware of the laws, as they were being delivered in the middle of the
night and emptied mostly at that time too. Recently, some of them were being bolted to the sidewalks. One which
was located at 55" Street and 5" Avenue had to be pulled out of the ground. After the bin was removed by NYC



DOS, the business located there had to pull out the bolts so that pedestrians wouldn’t trip on them, and sweep the
area clean, '

We are so glad that the Council has taken this issue seriously. Intro 409 addresses most of the issues that have
plagued Sunset Park and so many other communities for what seems like eons.

The provision that NYC DOS can immediately remove the illegally placed bins is especially important o us.
When the companies were given 30 days through the original law, they were able to continue to collect clothing,
while waiting until the 29™ day to remove the bin, After waiting a few days, the bin was often replaced in the same
spot. On 53 Qireet and 5™ Avenue, a bin was placed in the same location 3 times this year. We also are glad that
there will finally be hefty fines imposed on those who place these bins on public property. It was very confusing to
us that of all the different sanitation codes, this was the only one without a fine attached.

The Sunset Park BID has two suggestions for additions to the law. We would like to see a size restriction. The
bins have been getting bigger and now are Jarge enough for a person to climb in. This is a danger to the public.
Our second suggestion is that the bins allowed on private property should only be from a registered legitimate
501¢3 charity. It seems wrong that a for-profit business should be able to base its supply and service on free,
donated items. That should be reserved for charities which don’t have funds and can truly help the needy.

NYPD has been telling us ever since 9/11 that if we: See Something, Say Something. The public has seen
something, a bin large enough to do a lot of damage in so many ways. So we said something. T hank you, the City
Council, the Mayor’s Office and NYC DOS for listening and doing something.

Respectfully submitted by:
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Rende Giordano
Executive Director
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[ also am including some of the pictures we have been taking for the past two years.



ILLEGAL CLOTHING COLLECTION BINS IN SUNSET PARK — 2013

13 06/09 SW 50" Street & 5 Avenue 13 06/09 Viltex claimed they were a 501¢3
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ILLEGAL CLOTHING COLLECTION BINS IN SUNSET PARK — 2014

*14 05/29 — 45" Street between 2™ & 3 Ave 14 05/31 - SW 48" Street & 5™ Ave
ted to the sidewalk E next to a residence '

SRR B

14 06/12 SW 53" Street & 5" Avenue
2™ time in 2014

14 09/04 SW 53 St & 5™ Ave
3 time ~ different company — larger DOS sticker




For ihe Environment, For Peopla

3 Lincoln Drive, Fairfield, New jersey 07004
_ telephone: (973) 882-7956 » fax: (973} 882-7959 « e-mail: thenningsen@planetaid.org

September 19, 2014
Ordinance No. 0409-2014: Regulating publicly accessible collection bins.

Testimony of Rick Henningsen, Operations Manager, Planet Aid
Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management
New York City Council

Planet Aid, Inc. is a 501(¢)(3) charitable organization with an environmental and humanitarian
mission. Our organization collects, then recycles or reuses many different textiles in an effort
to reduce waste and limit pollution. The proceeds from our recycling and reuse program fund
our humanitarian development projects throughout the world. Moreover, we frequently
partner with local nonprofits, churches, and schools in furtherance of our mission.

All of our work is made possible through the use of publicly accessible collection bins. Our
protocol throughout the country is to first receive permission from our site host, usually the
property owner or the renter of the property. Planet Aid then receives a signed license
agreement and places a collection bin at the site. From there, sites are monitored based on
their yield in pounds, and pickup schedules are modified accordingly. Planet Aid also regularly
modifies the volume of pickups if there are overflows or issues with dumping.

New York City has experienced each of the issues Planet Aid seeks to address in its protocol -
dumping, overflows, and lack of permission. Outside of getting permission for our collection
bins, there is very little control we can assert over those looking for cheap waste removal
alternatives or overzealous donors. However, we have always understood that the onus is on
our organization 1o keep our collections bins clean and in good repair.

With this in mind, proposed Ordinance No. 409-2014 seeks to address many of the collection
bin issues plaguing New York City residents, and is a much-needed step in the right direction.
Planet Aid agrees that the following are great ideas: registering with the Department of
Sanitation, providing recycling statistics to said Department, setting cleanliness standards, and
allowing the Department of Sanitation the ability to remove questionable collection bins
immediately.



In order to comply with the current collection bin ordinance, as well as Ordinance No. 409-
2014, Planet Aid has already undertaken a number of steps. First, we have begun to remove
any collections bins that may be on public property. We have staff members actively reviewing
our sites, and to date, have removed 20+ collection bins. Moreover, we have actively been
engaging in conversations with Department of Sanitation officials and other New York officials
to determine how some of our sites can come into compliance.

Second, in many jurisdictions, Planet Aid already provides collections data to local
governments. We are able to do this because we instruct our drivers to estimate, a process in
which they have been trained, the amount of collections from a given bin. At the end of the
collections process, all items are aggregately weighed, and then proportioned based on the
drivers’ estimates. The results of this bookkeeping process have proven remarkably accurate.
In Brooklyn, our average weight per week has been 7,902 Ibs., and for the Bronx, 6921 Ibs.

Finally, our staff is fully prepped with regards to registering each and every one of our
collection bins. Planet Aid has worked with a number of cities and towns in order to develop
efficacious registration processes: Boston, Massachusetts; Ypsilanti, Michigan; Laurel, Maryland;
Cleveland, Ohio; and Los Angeles, California, to name a few, Likewise, we have been able to
provide whatever has been asked of us including mapping our bins and providing site consent
forms.

Based on our experiences, the measures proposed by the Council will ensure that most
questionable operators cease their activities. Planet Aid has experienced some of the ills
sought to be addressed. For instance, in neighborhoods where we have had a longstanding
presence, certain operators have illegally blanketed entire blocks with their collection bins.
This has caused confusion in the community, with many associating this behavior with us,
Additionally, these same operators, in an effort to bolster their collections, have stolen, placed
graffiti on, or shifted our collection bins.

Planet Aid hopes to be an ally in New York City's efforts to clean up collection bins. We are
fully supportive of proposed Ordinance No. 409-2014, although there may be some means for
improvement. Successful enforcement in a city as large and densely populated as New York
will require great effort. This process may be streamlined by the issuance of permit stickers,
which may be purchased at the operator’s expense. Sanitation officers, along with the
community at large, will readily be able to determine those bins that have received City
permission and those that have not. As enforcement commences, we are hopeful that the City



will allow us to remain in operation at our privately-owned sites as we come into compliance
with the proposed ordinance’s registration requirement.

As a next step, and after proposed Ordinance No. 409-2014 takes effect, we ask that the City
consider allowing collection bins on public property through the revocable consent procedure
currently administered by the Department of Transportation. Currently, the Department does
not allow for the approval of collection bins since they are not explicitly included in the
revocable consent ordinance or fee schedule. Revocable consent applications are also only
available to property owners, which creates a substantial burden for collection operators. By
providing this avenue to recyclers like Planet Aid, the City would maintain great control over
the placement of collection bins and create greater access to recycling for its citizens.

We are very appreciative of the opportunity to be heard before the Council’'s Committee on
Sanitation and Solid Waste Management. Thank you,



Planet Aid is a nationally recognized leader in clothes and shoe recycling. We
are regsitered as a nonprofit charitable organization under IRS code 501(c)
(3) and are licensed fo do business in each of the states in which we operate.
We donate the net proceeds from our operations to support pro;ects fhcﬂ help
reduce poverty and make a real difference in people’s iwes'fW_ ; "_wn and

service all of our bins ourselves, without z'ahcmce on third-party

ntractors,
cand carry iaczbuhfy msvrcnca for our bms . S

.We smcerely mlue ycur supporf a_ncl mc:tke : he ollowmg_i iedgatc you:

G ._%_'_:}To use ’rhe cio’rhm_g_ domhor;s recewed at your s;te to make a difference
e "T"'.;_:_“}:.zn the I:ves of people a;‘ound the g[obe ‘who fzeed it most.
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e TQ-giw;}ys'fully qbidejby-_ _oct_ji z'qijihg' ér_dirzaécﬁes 'c_z'n'd land-use regulations.
s To monitor and empty our 5'§'r}_s_"-re'g0¥ar¥y (every day if necessary).

* To quickly respond to service requests from hosts or customers (within 24
hours but usually within o few hours).

° To keep bins and the area around them clean and attend promptly to
maintenance issues,

For the Environment, For People
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; v ari-based tn the same segior, g by 200y, that au
sompetitors. i wos g very geod time to expand Tnte other states or to solf t f @ P
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returned with storfes of the Industry's popuinriiy oversess, Groms . P
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< off of what could be a purely chasitable donation, Gromm deeided o ollow Doudeills meito of having 2 losal Irspeet. Tnstesd of

Hincs eontroversy siH Ungees around for-profits benefiding
shipping wearsble Thoms oversess for profit, SpinGreen peinritizes donating them 1o its over 20 charity periness. However, sametimes Biey colleet items that the charities don't e, and 80,

eyl dosats prosseds from sabes, The company sleo hosts fundeaisars and svents for iy partners, such as eoat dilvas,
Trom the bepinning, Groman was inspired telaunch an stficationt component be her business — an effort that would sontribata o sersblishing 4 good sochyd enforprise reputation and slse
Siveroams hir sustorms buss, $he sad she sees education and swareness, not competition, ns ket biggest chatlonge. “Hot sveryhody roeycles cans, That's the realily, But you know that blug bis
i far reeyellng,” Groman szid, She erested a ponprofit eallad the Barpfont Toundation that provides fee afier-schoel programs on reoyeling for losal sahoots and foundation

Ciespite the reeent ooitroversy driven by poor practicss by other companies, Groman iz pushing frrermed B coohre rore deeotints sxd gims te be ol 700 by the end of the year, Once shrey reaeh
1500 accounky, oman plans to extend hor business o New Jarsey, Crnnmetieut, and slzewhere on the Baot Const, Unite with her provious companys sha's hooked o sxpansion.

9§ wpiid Hike this compaey to be very big, and that's going o arbes 7 dot prre hnred veovk,” Grorsan sald,
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A win-win: Help the environment and benefit charities

According to the EPA, discarded teutiles vepresent 13,1 million tons of the US.
raunicipal solid waste sream in 201 1. Approximately 2 million tons, or 153% of that total,
swas recovered, which mesns 11.2 milBon tons, or 839 went o the landfIL That low
recavery rate raises the question: Why are so many textiles trashed rather than recycled? Its
simply a matier of convenience. It has oflen been more convenient for careless New
Vorkers to throw old stuff away than to carry them over to Goodwill or Salvation Army.
What s worst, s that unless your swuff is donation grade, Goodwill has no interest in taking
ther. So if vou're moving, of you don't have a car, or there's no curbside pickup, your items
end up beiny thrown in the trash and go into the land{ill. So what does it all mean to me, an
average person? Let's say you fill a small bag with 10 pounds of unwanted clathes, shoes,
and tovs. By dorating this single bag of items you wonld have otherwise thrown in the
teash, you contributed to saving the planet by: Preventing 261bs of CO2 gases from
potluting the atmosphere, saved 7,000 gallons of water and avoided the dispersal of
ingeoticides into the alr,

AR told, NLY.C, residents discard 193,000 tons of textiles every year, at a buge sost io
taxpayers and our environment, But with a bit of help from building owners and property
managets, landfills are now going on a diet. Unlike glass and aluroinuim recycling, which
has only been in vogue for the past 40 years, the g trade has been part of the American
fiber for over a century. But 2 new crop of companies with a social enterprise heart and 2
philanthropic soul are coming to a building near you. Young upsians fike SpinGreen.com
have taken the five boronghs by storm. Rather than having residents discard of their used
slothing, shoes, [inens, belts, towels and toys in the tash, which increnses cost of saniiation,
clogs up trash chutes and increases costs to the building of maintaining more unnecessary
sarbage, you now can sign up to have a textile recycling container for your buflding, The
srogram is fully Heensed and insored and offers an additional revenue sream to the

Poting Cromen, Spin(ireen.com
buitding.

Vs niow the buflding owner, properly manager or coopfoonde board not only saves monoy by reoyeling but genceate an income and help
the enviroiment,

A frue win-winl An easy and convenient way for your residenty to recycle. Thrift store charities reteil only & faction of the donations
they coflect, selling or discarding the rest, Unless Uts high quality donation grade. Well not anymore. SpinCreen is & woman-owned recycling
compaty that accepts donation and non-donation grade textiles. The good siuff henefits charities such 1s: American Diabeles Association,
Madison Boys and Giels Club, GMHC, RAJE, and others. The stuf¥ that is badly ripped, stained and tam is recyoled into cool, new
eco-products such as organic house and roof insulation, Zero textile mission zecomplished! Resident spproved!

Poling Oroman is the CEQ of SpinUreen.com, Brooklyn, MY,
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Poling Groman and her husband Elliot, Source: SpinGreen via Forbes.



While the city is in the middie of grappling with the explosion of {for-profit, often shady
one Sheepshead Bay-based company is getting recognition for doing # right.

i

e
L3LEE5 o

SpinUreen, based at 1733 Sheepshead Bav Road, was profiled by FPorbes mazazine vesterday for thelr work in
the space, chalienging the growing notion that the bins are nothing but a nuisance. N

SpinGreen manufactures, distributes, and maintaing bins for both indoor and outdoor use that are
rust, grafiiti, and bedbug proof. While it is illegal to place these containers on public land, Jowner
Polina} Groman, 34 and originally from Ukraine, works with private property owners. For example,
Trump Village, a complex in Brooklyn with about 3,500 residents, hosts a bin.

... The partnership requires Hitle work for property owners since the bins have a weight sensor
technology and GPS tracking that ensures the containers never overfill, and SpinGreen also has a
24/7 customer service line in case of emergency. Each owner is also provided with 52 million
fiability insurance.

Groman and SpinGreen are constantly battling the negative perception clothing bins are gaining, Community
leaders and neighbors have been blasting the bins for adding squalor to the streets, and for their illegal
placement on public property. Some of the operators also appear (o imply the “donations™ are going to 3
charitable cause, when in reality they're being sold overseas.

The controversy has led one City Council member to introduce a bill that would get the bing {ossed from nublie
oo, while having legal bin operators register with the city and provide data on
collections. That bill has overwhelming support and is likely to pass following hearings next mornth.

3 I R - o
gsus il Zaenst PR fuevseinioyr
BIHIE AR TN i

Spin(Green is combating this by working with reputable charities, donating all wegrable items {about 10 percent
of its haul) to pariners instead of selling it overseas. The remains are sold o recyelers who process it for reuse in
materials like industrial wiping rags or furniture padding. A portion of the proceeds of those sales go back to the
property owners who host the bins, and a portion goes to charity, the owner told Forbes.

For Groman, the biggest challenge she faces isn’t the unserupulous competition, it’s simply getting people to
understand the positive impact of recycling. More than 13 million tons of textiles goes to U8, fandfills every
year, with Americans recyeling only about eight percent. Groman hopes to change that.

Groman was inspired to launch an educational component to her business — an effort that would
contribute to establishing a good social enterprise reputation and also increase her customer base.
She said she sees education and awareness, not competition, as her biggest challenge. “Not
evervhody recycles cans, That’s the reality. But vou know that blue bin is for recyeling,” Groman
said. She created a nonprofit called the Barefoot Foundation that provides free after-school
programs on recycling for local schools and foundations.

Related posts

[
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I you've ever wondered whe's behind the large green bins placed along
certain intersections in Williamsburg sod Greenpolnt with the words,
“Tronate dothes and shoes hers,” with three green arrows pointing upwards
s the chute Took no further than the eco-friendly organization, SpinGrean.

Created in noey, the organization uses o mudti-pronged approach to combat
the excessive uss of landfills, and to promote the complete utilization of used
clothing.

Donated clothes, toys and shoes that are wearable and usable are donsied to
organizations like the American Red Cross, American Diabetes Association
and Madizon Sqoare Boys and Girls Club,

Clothes that are tern, tatterad, or stained are used for several commercial
purposes most commonly household insulation and providing stuffing {or
toys. The items people throw away have surprising uses: stained t-shirts can
be used as wiping doths, old denims can be used as household insulation,
disearded socks can be used to create pillow stuffing, and old toys like teddy
Bears can be veed fo ereate car-seat stuffing.

“Iha pesponse from people so far has been amazing” said Poling Groman,
the CEO of SpinCreon. “People have no idea that they can reuse torn
clothing and aren't always aware of all the cholces they have. At SpinGreen
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Greenpoint Gazetie:Reoycled Clothing fsn’t Just for Thrift Stores ~ 5.

we want 1o be doing good by being good.”

Groman is passionate about integrating educution with her drive fur
snvirsmmentalisr, SpinCreen sperates afier-school programs teaching kids
about sustainability, reeyeling, and the effects of global warming - the
workshops have already served 508 students throughout the city.

CGroman says she wants SpinGreen’s business model to be along the lines of
Toms — the shoes brand that blends profit and non-profit in thebr model -
when a customer buys a pair of shoes the organization donates one to an
impoverished child,

In 2005, Groman along with her husband were running a fuel recycling
business — collecting discarded cooking oil from restaurants and recycling it
to be used for fuel. IUs where Groman got the idea for her clothing recycling
business, She said she found it 0dd that there was always a place to recycle
cans and plastic but there hade’t been as strong an effort to recycle clathing.

Giroman is hoping to change that trend. While SpinGreen operates its main
offices out of Sheepshead Bay it currently has over 550 bins ~ most notably
identified by its cireular symbol of colorfully dressed people holding hands—
tocated throughout the city and has managed to dovate 5100,000 wortls of
clothing and cash. Groman wanits to see those nuimbers grow and 1o see the
number of bins fncrease o 750 in the near future.

Tor more information on the orgarization visit i
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Dear Splngrsen,

fwould ke 1o recognize your orgsnization for balng plonesrs In the sfgrts of recycling snd repurposing
Your Hess are not ondy oviginal and cost efficlent buy effective sy well, Additionslly, Fwould ke to thank
vou for colleborating in our Bret sver cont drive and donating many coats as weil

During this harsh winter we wers able to donate dozens of costs to constituents who had fallen on hard
times, Spingreen provided refreshments and educstions! information 1o 28 who sttended. We are happy
1o have parthered with Spingresn and hope to continue to service the community in thnes of hardship
through events such a5 these. Together we ali benefittay preatly from the experience.

Once sgain we would like to sutend our sppreciation 1o Spingreen and recognize their dedication to the
constifunnts in ouy giziricy

Very truly yours,

W‘i ;;E/ C: ER I
W d A wlagihy fa

Luls Sepulvads
Assemblyman
87 Digrrict
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To:
Spinlreen
Fhig Hy our relationship with

CRBE ?i?}éiéfé?‘ﬁf B Fashion Week{ond) is work
Stitch for Success programi

very closely wi f;% %*ﬁr‘a{ sreen (o support our charily nitiative and our .

sl

e 18 now oneg ol afficial com ;*}5’“%%“% working with u
for our Spving/Summer 2014 runway oo sy show (et 5-6, z {:?ééf ox
{or our I E; %’Z 113 show in w? weh 2013 was very rewardin gi dong ‘T‘i%’ T 3":&%1.‘:‘1;:

Senator Kevin Parker Prom dress give away.

?
£
<
wF

BK Style.Org/ BK Fashion Week{end)
bing thru our network and afiilia
recommend any company or locat

s supporting SpinGreen and have found locution for the Spintireen
. We are prond (o say thal the bins Is well s Sy
won 1o suppod the Spinlireen "Give clothes a secong

oy b e enoiil
PEY arEl WS wild

i vou have any questions, feel free fo oall or email us,

B Sivie %}z @l
i Fashion Wesk feadd




Towhom i may concem,

Spingreen has been our clothing donation bin provider for several months. The
ciothing donation bin has been placed in Front of my building. They've come on time and
abways kept it clean, The tenants in the building appreciate their efforts in the community,
The general feed back is that tenants like it and we like that

Alex Finkelshteyn
Muanaging parimer

1733 SHEEPSHEAD BAY ROAD SUITE Y =BROGKLYN NY 11238 = Phong: 710.845.7770 «Ba 718 380 8982



To whom it may concern,

Spingreen has been our clothing donation bin provider for several months. They've come
on time and always kept it clean. Overall we've gotten a posiiive feed back from our
customers and we Hike the community

Spin

Thapk vou

ej ; £
AR

Aomathan Adonzo

Store manager

veade #14171
4881 Qusens Hivd,
Waosside MY 11377
Ti9/475- 8858







s

W‘Wﬁ” IS B
[ RN b BN A A
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Sl Buchman
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Alon Gearshikovich
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SMERICAN JEWISH EXPERIENCE

May 13, 2013

To SpinGreen:

RAJE was founded in 2006 to address the Jewish communal and
educational needs of young Russian American Jews. We are a comprehensive
educational and communal organization whose goal is to spark Jewish life and
ensure Jewish continuity for the next generation. We are passionate about
building a community that embraces Russian speaking Jews from all walks of
life.

RAJE seeks to provide our community and our participants with different
volunteer opportunities to get people excited about being active members of
our community. This is where our relationship with SpinGreen began. In the
past, Spingreen contacted us to set up a clothing drive in our establishment.
They set up and arranged for 7 bins to be delivered before the start of our
program. With their help, by the end of the day, all 7 bins were filled to capacity
and the Spingreen staff was there to cart it all away. From start to finish, it was
a very positive experience both for them and for our participants.

I addition, after super storm Sandy, Spingreen was there again to place a
clothing bin cutside of our facility to allow the community to donate clothing o
those less forflunate.

Through these experiences and more, we are proud o call Spingreen our
pariners and our friends. We have only had positive experiences with thair
staff and their projects. We look forward to working together in the future in
making this world a better place for all. They have always gone bevond the call
of duty

if you have any question, please don’t hesitate to contact me at the number
above.

Lawrence Pine

Director of Operations
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2704 284 Avenus Astoria, BY

miygresnspinloundry.com

dune 1, 2013

To whom i may concern,
Spingreen has been our clothing donation bin provider for several morsha. The
clothing donation bin has been placed in front of my Laundromat business,
They've come on time and always kept it clean, My patrons appreciate thelr
efforts In the community. The general feedback has heen eIy positive and w

e S

¢

sppraciate thal

/ George Hallis
Crwner



_ URBANSTR XEE{}EE:S. INC, GLORIA MeLEOD
PELHAM BOLLERS
EYECUTIVE SIRECTOR FANRIE BARNES RESIDENCE CHAIRPERSON

TRACEY GIVERE
VICE CHAIRFERBON

PALL MILLER
PROGRAM DIRECTOR

August 15, 2013 VICTORIA HLLERY
SECRETARY
Drear Spin {reen, MARGAREE STEWART
TREASURER
Fwould Hke to sineerely thank vou for suppozim the First Annual MEMBERS
Fannie Bowl Fundraiser and Advocacy Event, YVONNE REDWOOD

JOSERH BAPTISTE
NATASHA CHERRY.PEREZ
On August 2, 2013 Urban Strategies, Inc. - Fanme Bames Residence

hosted over two hu s?am& vouth, community members, homeless
families, and nonprofit leaders at Chelsen Piers d{mng a fun filled pight
of advocacy and support in the fight against homelessness!

With vour help we were able to raise funds 1o assist in the continued
support of hom tis*f;g zma low-income famifies within our community. This
year, Fannie Barnes is committed to enhancing the programming

we provide for these "’fi.?g”iﬁéaéi'”"i meluding creating on site soft skills
training and employment assistance opportunities for homeless aduls,
enhancing literacy and social skills maéegmmt and creating

additional extracurricular activities and programming for our

homeless and community youth.

Your commitment has assisted in making these goals attainable. We
hope vou enjoy this small token of cur appreciation and we look
forward to sharing our future progress and successes. Sce you next
vear during the Second Annual Fannie Bowl!

~Thank You For Building With Us~

Sincerely,
7
& o f’i”" ! pA
Paul ﬁﬂgl!er
Director

Lirhan Strategies, Inc- Fanniz Barmes Residenos
& Fannisbarmesdhoptimum. ngt

ADMIISTRATIVE OFFICE 294 SUMPTER STREET BROOKLYN NY 11233 TEL. (V1819193600 - FAXN: (718; 8719-2140
FANMIE BARNES RESIDENCE 829 BARATOOA AVENUE - BROOKLYN' NY* 11207 TEL: (713)-348-2638 FAX [718) 346-2251
FANNIE BARNES AFTERSCHOOL AND SUMMER CAMP" 255 ATKING AVENUE BROOKLYN MY 11208 « TEL: {718 4854100

wavsy Urbanstratesiosny org




MESHAEL M. ROBLEME
2

September 6, 2013

Potina Groman

ay Koud, Suiles 21

Re: Incorporated Villase of East HillySninCroen

Drear Polina

On behall of the Incorporated Village of East Hills, T would like to express our prodound
gratitude for the fine service and enviable reladonship our community has devel oped with

SpinGreen recveling svsiem.

Through your recyeling program, we bave been able to provide an easy and convenient way for

our residents to dispose of ttems of clothing and at the same time beneflit those in need. In

gddition, vour 'g?‘z'{“sa;m'm has also added some revenue for our village, We are, therefore, fortunate
continue to utilize your recycling program which has become mutually zi}efzaéézﬁ:z:zi

With all my %zaz i rils,

ichael Koblenz
Mayor




Dear SpinGreen,

Thanic you so much for your generous contribution fo my campaign. Your contribution
helped ns win nearly three thousand votes in the district!

I am deeply honored by the tremendous support our campaign received from every
community and every neighborhood in the district. While 1 am deeply disappointed that 1
will not be the Democratic nominee for City Council in the 48th District, 1 am mcredibly
proud of the campaign we ran.

Over the'past six months, we ran a positive race, highlighting the important jssues facing
Southern Brooklyn, This includes Hurricane Sandy recovery, upgrading our local
infrastructure, improving schools, home care services and public transportation, helping
small business owners, protecting the rights of co-op sharcholders and preserving vital
programs for our seniors,

Thank you for being involved in this campaign. I look forward to continuing to serve our
community as a Democratic District Leader, journalist and community activist,

With sincere appraciation,
e

e
g ~
J Logen
i 7

Axd

P%i-é."éi‘éii: 3aT.3TH-2F9L « E-RALL ARIKAGANTOROIIYCOUNCILEOMALL OO

228 EAST AN STREEY, SUITH 869 « NEW YORK, NY jobis



ﬁg};mﬁ%ﬁn i
i?f%f% Sheepshead Bay

rooklve, NY 11235

Drear Ms., G

sPOTRAN,

In addition, the”
Karate USAon ¥
heen well maintain

e Recycling Envivonmental Club on Staten Island. You have

' Iiﬁ“?céiz,g %% 15 o1 my restaurant propesty, and the community iz doing their
environment by ufilizing

tHye ?}mz‘««:.

Reeyeling Envirenmental Club bin placed at sy other location, }"w won Kim's
%”s}zzgi has received the same posi acf ‘Li}ﬂéé‘ﬂiiﬁhif involverment. The bing have

the sehools in this manner,

pleased (o hel




hitp:/fwww.silive.com/relationships/indenssf/ 2013/ W0/ contest_encourages_kids_to_think_graen.himl

STATEN ISLAND, N.Y. -~ As 2 way to motivete Statan Island
children and their familles not to throw their oid, worn clothing in the
garhzge, Spinlreen, & clothing recyciing program in New York Clty,
iz hosting & Fall Texdile Recycling Creative Arte Contest for
glementary through bigh school students,

As g oinss, siudenis are invited 1o collaborale on & crentlve sris
project with an eco-friendly theme. Classas can participate in four
categories: Poent writing; song composition; collage making, and
vidao production.

s

The contest was designed ﬂg@{; Hleally o fmpeh kids and teens the bensfits of repyling, Full contes
guidelings ars avaiable st eplngreen.com/irec/contest_guidelines rules pdl.

Sntries will be pddged on creativity, snvitonmenial merlt, ang execution. Prizes will bs given 1o esch of
the four calegory wimers, Submission deadiine s Ool. 34

To motivate schools to participate, SpinGreen will be donating $600 to every Staten Island school that
enters the contasl,

Notes Angels Mart, an advecete gnd commugity outreach diractor for gi;‘ e "Cur Environment Siub
comtest combines creative arts disciplines with aopiied environmenial science.”

“oling Groman, CEC of the Spinliresn %ﬁ%@??ﬁ? se, adds, "This is 8 great way for children o learn how to
5;’4;:“52??, ,.zzg rESOUIDES 90 we oan preserve them for fulure ganarations”

in addiion o the contest, SpinGresrn offers s Textiia Raoyciing Environmental Club as & way ©
motivate Staton Isianders o recvols unwanted, used ciothes and shoss,

SpinGreen’s Prasident Eiliot Groman says, “Evervone has an anicle of clothing that is oo old, or oo
small, or too worn. But clothes are not garbage and they don’t belong in landfiiis.”

Stil, the aversge porson discards over 25 pounds of clothes and shoss per vaar, which can clothe up o
14 poopls.

islanders can help kses unwaniad clothing sul of landflls by donsling Hlems 1o the Spin(ireen Taxis
Recycling Education Bins, jocated at businesses %E’%g‘{“i_ﬁhﬁi.%’( the borough.

Donated clothing is recycisd and tumed info new eco-friendly products such as stuffing, organic home
end roofing insulation, and loys,

For more information about the organization's inlllatives, visit spingrasn.com.



FPublic Schosl 80

Leaping tv the Top”
g Wardwell Avenue
Staten Island NY 10814
WL RSSO (g

(1) 7i§-di2-0462/ (F) 71624422265

Alan Thne _ Joseph Napolitano
FPrincipal - Assistant Principal

April 3, 2014

Ms. Angela Hap

Coramunity Outreach Director
Spin Green LLC

1733 Sheepshead Bay Road
Brookivn, NY 1233

Dear Angela,

The Spin Green Textile Recyeling bin that was placed on our school property earlier in the year
has been working out successfullv. The community has been utilizing it and it is well
maintained by Spin Green, In addition, the monthly compensation from Spin Green and the
contest we held for our students were both heloful in teaching (he children the nower of
revyvehing,

Sincerely,

Adnp s
TInGipa:



PUBLIC SCHOGL 53
The Bay Terrace School
330 Durent Avenue Stater lslend, New York 10368
{798} 987-8020 ] Fax (719) 8873878

Anpette Esposio, Principal

Deen Rarzors, Azsistant Pringins!

April §, 2014

Mg Angela Hant
Community Outreach Director
%;}iﬁﬁmeﬂ LLC

1733 Sheepshead Bay Rd., - Suiie #21

Hrookive, NY 11235

Dear Ms. Hart,

For almost one j;t’é?ﬁ the SpinGreen Te
property. 1t has proved to be an incentive for ¢
the bin has been well-maintamed by SpinGree

Rirn Bilot, A2

dile Reoveling bin has been on our school
sffective recyeling in our community and

We look forward 1o the continued success of this project.

s L
FHE ]

f‘aré*m Bk ;‘{}%\m:}‘
Pringipsl



raten Egégzﬁ' Maw Yok 10304

The Louizs DeBario School

mer Avenus

s (718) BUA-1180
1718 605-119%

Learn & Grow

April 24, 2014

Ty LY

Mz, Angela Hart
Community Quireach Director
SpinGreen LLC

1733 Sheepshead B
HBrooklyn, NY 112

o ke tus opporiunity w thank vou for working with PS 36, The SpinGreen
ling bin that was placed on owy school property severa! months 2go 18 working oul
successfully.  # s being utilized by our community members and is well mainiained by
SpinGreen.

Dwould also ke u “‘;z% vou for the mmt?iy monetary coniribution that our Art Department
z‘t?{is.,:‘%fCS. e a(mim nithat that money bs spent o enriching owr ;é;;i*é;%’;{:?s%z;;},

P

Many thanks on behall of our students,

A,

Assistant Principal, 1A

Dlanna M. g}{:%&a
Assistant Principat

. Josenh Bonomi
: Assiglant Principsl, 1A
& Good Place To



Curricudum CGutline

Duration 6 weeks, 1 day 3 week, 45-60 minutes per session

Lesson 1: Introduction to Recyeling

Students will learn about recyciing, what can be recycled, the different recycling methods and post
consumer racycied goods. There will be a brief introduction to water treatment and how the
consequences of failing to recycle affects the water supply. Students will be introduced to the forgotien
recyclable, textiles,

Lesson 2t introduction to SpinGreen

Students will be taught the benefits of textile recvcling and how it helps the environment. They will get
an in-depth look about who SpinGreen is and what they do.

tesson 3: Environment and Sustainability

Students will be informed sbout the world's different natural resources and how they are being
depleted by industrizlized nations such ag America and China. Students will learn how to protect
resources so we can praserve them for future generations. How we manage waste on a commaercial and
personal level and what can be done at home to reduce your own personal carbon footprint,

Lesson 4: Composting

Students will discover how they can contribute to green the planet everyday at home through
composting. The workshop will be hands on where students will actually compost themselves and learn
how the process of combining natural products with household waste can produced new, chemical free,
cost effective products.

Lesson 5 Global Warming

Students will be taught about greenhouse gas emissions and the burning of fossil fuels and its effects on
polar ice caps and the ocean. Students will learn about the safety hazards associated with Nuclear
energy and energy independence alongside the implications of shale gas and hydraulic fracturing.

tesson & Renewable Energy

This session will teach students about wind power, photovoltaic power and geothermal power. Students
will be introduced to 100% renewable energy and learn about metheds to reduce energy consumption.

Materials and handouts will be given out to students.



Date:

Marhe:

Quiz

Directions: For each of the following questions choose the bast possible answar,

1} What is Recycling?
a)  Aprocess of using new materials to make new materials
b} Aprocess of collecting old materials into landfills
¢} A process of using old materials to make new materials
d) None of the sbove

2} Whatis SpinGreen?
a}  Atechnology recycling company
b} A metal sorting company
¢)  Aschool facility
}

d} A clothing/textile recycling company

Lak

What is a landffl?

] Ablack hole

by A nole in California

¢} Aplace where all garbage is taken
d} None of the above

4) What is global warming?
a} Apartof the giobe
b)  Anincrease in global temperatures

i

! Adecrease in plobal temperatures
} Adecrease in the breakdown of the azone laver

[

51 What is an ozone layer?
a) Anexira layer of clothing
b} Alayer underneath the Earth
¢} Alayer of methane protecting us

)
d} NMone of the above

6] What is composting?
a) Agprocess of determining global warming
by Away of recycling clothes
A process of breaking down organic matter into organic fertilizer

c)
d}  Arecycling method only used in Switzerland



Why is recycling clothes important?

aj It limits oxygen in the atmosphere

b} 1t makes renewable energy

o} I saves landfill space and helps others
4] Mone of the ghove

Why is It important o re-use old material to make new material?
a) To preserve naturs] resources and reduce our carbon footprint
b} America doesn't have enough money to produce new material
e} Wis easier to re-use old materials

d} Mone of the above

What Is currently the most efficient type of Renewable Energy?
al Solar Panels
b} Wind Turbines
V Mydropower
d}  Nuclear Powar

10} What is Sustainability?

a} Things can keep going forever

by Things that can tast 24hrs

¢} Things that can keep going with batteries

) The process of making sunlight goes forever
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our charaty partners whi

__American Red Cross, A

Mad:son Square Boys an

' 2, GMHE,-RAIE; and many others who beneﬁt fr
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loes beyond bottles and cans, First

ed a campaign “dedicated to solving-
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American
Diabetes
Associatio

EROSARN

508 STUDENTS WERE TAUGHT
AT OUR SUSTAINABILITY
'WORKSHOPS

OUR EFFORTS THUS FAR
 HELPED OVER 20 CHARITABLE
“ORGANIZATIONS

OUER 40
" ECO- GARDENS BUILT

SAVED OVER 35,000 LBS OF
INSECTICIDES FROM BEING USED
K7 gwe Clothes a § zzcom{ Cﬁancg
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: Sp:nGreen ' proudly contr:butes money and time to the followmg
charltable organizations and their causes by creating unique tailor-made
programs based on thEil" needs to help them carry out the;r mission.

" &m | §

The humanitarian mission of

the American Red Cross con- The American Diabetes Association
nects us to people and com- : . is committed to embracing and
munities across the nation - _ W drawing from the Unique voices,
. and around the world. DESRSRSISIRREENE cxperiences and perspectives of
o " o our staff, volunteers and partner

- -prganizations in all that we do.

| CHRBAD OF KNGSBOROLEH

. To provide meaningful Jewish
| experiences, educational and
§ renewal opportunities for the .
- lewish students of KC and for
the Jewish children and adults
_ of the community.

M Our mission is to save and
-—enhance the lives of NYC-boys-
i and girls who by means of eco-.

nomic and/or social factors are

“most in need of its services,

GMHC is the world’s first and

leading provider of HIV/AIDS
= prevention, care and advocacy.

RAJE was founded in 2006 to-
address the Jewish communal
and educational needs of young
Russian American jews.

RBAN STRATEGIES INC

Urban Strategies Inc continuously

strives to promote, empower, en-

hance, motivate and contribute to

the general well being of the youth

WM and families in the community at
_ Iarge

Qur primary goal is to establish a
foundation for learning in a warm
- and nurturing yiddishe environ-
' ment, concentrating on creating
a child friendly enwronmeﬂt

WE ARE NOT REPRESENTATIVES OF THESE CHARITIES AND HAVE EXPRESSED WRITTEN CONSENT TO USE THEIR LOGOS
“We gzﬁ; C[otﬁes as fzcomf Cﬁance




RECYCLING PARTNERS

SpinGreen works together with many different organizations that share our goal to better the
world by eliminating waste and giving people today and future generations a chance at hope. We
are proud members of the organizations below, their work is indispensable because it takes one
company to make a change, but it takes many companies joining together to change the future,

WE ARE NOT REPRESENTATIVES OF THESE ORGANIZATIONS AND HAVE EXPRESSED WRITTEN CONSENT TO USE THEIR LOGOS

NEW) YORY STATEASSOCIATION FOR REDUCTION, REUSE, AND RECYCLING

NYSAR3 is é‘lgout you, the people of New York State interested in learning about, sup-
porting and promoting recycling in New York State. This section is about how you can be
involved. If yau are not a member the first thing that you can do is join. NYSAR3 mem- ,
bership is inexpensive and affordable to all. _ «, New York State Assodation for

| Reducton, Reuse.and Recyclng

1 RECYCLING CORLITION, INC.

The National Recycling Coalition is a national non-profit advocacy group; a professional

membership organization. NRC members (we have over 6,000) span all aspects of waste
o : i reduction, reuse and recycling {local recycling coordinators, state and federal regulators,
Bationa

Becycling corporate environmental managers, environmental educators, consumers and waste
Coalition, Inc. management professionals)

o010 WASTE ASSOCIATION OF NORTH RMERICR

For nearly 50 years, the Solid Waste Association of North America has been the leading
professional association in the solid waste field. Our association serves over 7,000 mem-

; ®
bers throughout North America, and thousands more with conferences, certifications, 5 SWA"A ‘
publications, and technical training courses.

SOLD WASTE ASSOCIATION

#f Kanth Axgriaz

............................................... R R T I I R R T I I I

For more information, visit us at www.SpinGreen.com

GOSPINGREEN  #SPINGREEN  SPINGREEN  SPINGREENT

“We Give Clothes a Second Chance”




Lower East Side

Business Improvement District
54 Orchard Street 4 New York, NY 10002
212.226.9010 4 www.lowereastsideny.com

Testimony of Tim Laughlin, Executive Director On Int. 0409-2014 Before the New York City
Council Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management

Friday, September 19, 2014

Chairman Reynoso and members of the Committee, my name is Tim Laughlin and | am the
Executive Director of the Lower East Side Business Improvement District. | am pleased to testify
today in full support of Int. 0409-2014, which seeks to amend the administrative code of the city of
New York, in relation to regulating publicly accessible collection bins. As many of may you know,
in recent years there has been a proliferation of clothing collection bins throughout communities in
each of the five boroughs. These bins are placed with no permit or approval and often impede the
public right of way on sidewalks.

This legislation seeks to regulate these bins and ensure their placement does not impede the
public right of way. This will permit the Department of Sanitation to remove bins that impede the
public right of way immediately without a burdensome and unnecessary 30-day waiting period. In
turn, it will prevent bin operators from moving locations after 29 days that would then necessitate
another waiting period. Furthermore it would create a regulatory framework for clothing bins and
establish new standards for identification and cleanliness.

The New York City BID Association has worked closely with the Department of Sanitation on this
issue and in providing supplemental sanitation services in all of the 69 business improvement
districts that operate citywide. These additional tools will permit organizations like ours to continue
improving quality of life in the neighborhoods that we operate. Expedient removal of clothing bins
that detract from communities in which they are located is an essential component of our mission
to keep our neighborhoods safe and clean. | urge you to support this important legislation so that
we can prevent private companies from using public space for financial gain without regulation of
regard for the communities in which they place infrastructure.

L.E.S. is More. Explore.



"THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

Res. No. _

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No.
' [ in favor [J in opposition

Date:

, (PLEASE PRINT)
Name: HQ‘HO(;/N (<QvC{0, CQmm(SSxO.nef

Address:

i1 represent: DSJ\KY :
25 r‘(h - _NY, (_\! ‘/} 1dol> |

| As.id_r_ess

THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

I intend to appear argyeak on Int. No. _Lm__ Res. No.

in favor [} in opposition

(PLEASE PRINT)

. Name; O(‘"& C—?( 5\22/\ ‘£
Addreu:‘ Y0 AH:M}M, /j(\/f

I represent: /\ Welic AV"L @ “? QAt [\}V{ é JO

l\g ol erfian

THE CITY OF NEW f’ﬂRK
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Appearance Card

I intend to appearweak on Int. No. Hj_ Res. No.

in faver [ in opposition

Date: q/]q’, Ll

(PLEASE PRINT)

veme: DirHnein Hovan
Addren: VBB orer 2 <0 Q10O Pue, Bl N0

1 represent: &Yano‘&{' /P\ ))
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THE CITY OF NEW YORK

THEC()UNC]L' SR

Appearance Card

I intend to appear and gpeak on Int. No. _%QQ__ Res. No.

infavor [ in opposition

Date: q:/ / 2// Sf

.~ (PLEASE PRINT): -

Name: _REN EE E/OLDAYO

Addrows: Syl Q5K Qe Ll MY /ﬁ}o

I represent: S0 USE/ p/#’)ehﬁ 6Ib

Address;:

- THE CITY OF NEW YORK

T oL,

Appearance Card

+ Iintend to appear and speak on Int. No. _____-__ . Res. No.
' (] infavor [] in opposition :

- - . . . Date: 2 /l 2 A ' C/.
o PLEASE PRINT)
. Name: /47/’«%46/ \,d'f&f e

 Addrem:. /& quM Y

~ 1. represent: 6/\./’44_#'//\/
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| THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

- Lintend to appear andspeak onInt. No. ___ . Res. No.
[] infaver [J in opposition

. Date:
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-. -1 represent:.
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; ’ - Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms - . .




.. .Name:

. THE COUNCIL
~ THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card - ’

I intend:to appear and speak on Int. No. _._____ Res. No.

: {1 infavor. [J in opposition : o
, - Date:
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THE CITY OF NEW YORK
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I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. _L}ﬁ__ Res. No.
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THE CITY OF NEW YORK

: Appearance Card
I intend ta appear .and speak.on Int. No. M__ Res. No..

in faver .. [ in opposntlon
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Date:

- Name: j;l ) Jajf Gwm(PLEASE PRINT) -

Address: 1233 Shoptll Ty Now

| . .1 represent:. 59 V\G-MJ\ LLC .
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I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. Res. No.
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THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card }1& @ g
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I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. M‘i{es No.
in favor [J in opposition
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Date:
(PLEASE_PRINT)
Name: ’D\l(&md— MM I ‘ —eﬂ\/}é’—&p&d(l/nlq %\
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i

1 represent:

T THE COUNCIL
THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card - Lf f?

I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. _Agj_. Res. No.

in faver [ ln opposition
Due: ZEPT \q 2014

(PI.EASE PHIN'SI‘)

.. . Name: .__ QO‘%%)Q:T
. Address: . L 850 OQ\L&_‘_‘QFE"_Y‘ EQOO[CL\I'J

- Bedtkiyy <B2. f

. .1 represent:

Address: .

| "THE COUNCIL |
* 'THE CITY OF NEW YORK ~

A:‘AA ppearance Card

-~ -l.intend to appear and speak on Int. No. 0_‘@_}& Res. No.

in favor [ in opposition

ate: / |d/ Bl
\ (PLEASE PRI:T) R

\”)amt ~ 0/
Address: /{'SD L)NDIH p ﬁ)’\ ”;\’{6 -.

t vepresents VYN Pve B0bbn (abresdp
Addren: ‘7"13\ M\/V A, A\fﬁ AV 1"%0‘5

e ’ - .. Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms-: . -.. .. ‘ P



R THE COUNCIL
: THE CITY OF NEW YORK

| S S AppearanceCard

- ,.-‘I intend to appear and speak on Int. No.- ¢o _%09 . Res. Nb
o é\ln favor [J in opposmon
-l A N Date: '10\12014'

' (PLEASE PRINT)
. ... Name:. M ( {\ﬂ cL ﬂ‘ﬂ’}fs T -
l‘. - . Addresa: . l%c& ?!/me\) jmcé{' [ iyn AJO_._.“‘
L veproems,_SED = SJIT A 8 ED. [fsssei Nt

| 1360 Fm—?'w-f STAET 30 gt

Address: .

R . Please comple:e tfus card and return to. the ‘iergeant-at Arrm e ‘ i

THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

‘I intend to appear and speak on Int. No. i"l§_ Res. No. @L‘z}.
in favor [ in oppdsition
’ . Date: ﬁzﬁi@

{PLEASE PRINT)

Name: _ LWL 1P Kel LO0&G
Address: 2521 //Aﬂ/{]mhj fjnf&ﬂ./(/é, J%OKLL/I\/ (| Zers

I represent: £ S ﬁc' =5 A 8 "‘(IJ (E
Address: g@é 4(@’) {Q\ U’t@f\gf %/AQMA/ , {L%Z

. Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms ‘




