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PRECONSIDERED RES.
By: Council Members Ferreras and Matteo
 

TITLE:
Resolution concerning the establishment of the West Shore Business Improvement District in the Borough of 


Staten Island and setting the date, time and place for the 


public hearing to hear all persons interested in the 


establishment of such district.
 

BACKGROUND

Pursuant to the authority granted by chapter 4 of title 25 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York (hereinafter the “Law”), the Mayor and the Council are authorized to establish Business Improvement Districts (hereinafter “BIDs”) in New York City. BIDs, which are specifically established areas, use the City’s property tax collection mechanism to approve a special tax assessment with which to fund additional services that would enhance the area and improve local business. The additional services are normally in the areas of security, sanitation, physical/capital improvements (lighting, landscaping, sidewalks, etc.), seasonal activities (Christmas lighting) and related business services (marketing and advertising). The Steering Committee of a BID demarcates the areas in which services will be enhanced and also establishes the mechanism for the assessment needed to generate the required budget.

The proposed West Shore BID (hereinafter the “District") is located in the borough of Staten Island and is generally bounded by Bloomfield Avenue to the north, the Arthur Kill to the west, Meredith Avenue to the south, and the West Shore Expressway to the east. The District is located within manufacturing and commercial zones, with a portion of the land being publicly owned by the City or State of New York including some designated wetlands. 

The District represents 72 tax lots and is located in Staten Island Community Board 2.  Of the 72 tax lots, 52 are privately-owned and 20 are publicly-owned.  Located on the 52 privately-owned tax lots are 42 businesses, including 25 industrial or transportation businesses, 13 commercial businesses, and 1 not-for-profit business. 

The District will be managed by the West Shore BID Management Association, Inc. Services to be provided within the District include: sanitation and maintenance (to address illegal dumping and abandoned cars and to maintain various medians); district-wide improvements (including wayfinding and streetscape improvements, such as signage); security services (such as night and weekend security patrols); and administrative and advocacy services. 

	Sanitation and Maintenance
	$24,000

	District-wide Improvements
	$6,000

	Security Services
	$17,420

	General & Administrative Expenses and Advocate Salary
	$63,000


The budget for the first year of operation is $110,420.  All properties within the District devoted in whole or in part to industrial or commercial uses and/or vacant but developable properties will be assessed at a base contribution of $1,000 per parcel and then further assessed at a contribution based on the property’s assessed value and lot size.  The average annual assessment will be approximately $2,200, the median annual assessment will be approximately $1,400, and no assessment may be more than $8,000. Not-for-profit owned property devoted wholly to public or not-for-profit use and publicly-owned property are exempt from assessment.  Residential properties, of which there are none in the District, and wetland parcels, will be assessed $1 per year.  
PRECONSIDERED RESOLULTION

This Preconsidered Resolution is required by Section 25-407(b) (2) of the Administrative Code, which requires, in relevant part, that a further hearing shall be called by Resolution if the City Council finds that notice of the initial hearing on the proposed District was incorrectly or insufficiently given to property owners within a proposed district. 

The main purpose of this Resolution is to set the public hearing date, time and place for the review of the local law which would establish the West Shore BID.

The hearing on the local law and the Plan will be held on September 10, 2014 at 10:00 a.m. in the Committee Room at City Hall in New York, New York to hear all persons interested in the establishment of the District.

This Resolution also directs Small Business Services (hereinafter “SBS”) and the West Shore BID Steering Committee, respectively, to, not less than ten nor more than thirty days before the date of the public hearing, mail a copy of this Resolution or a summary thereof to each owner of real property within the proposed District at the address shown on the latest City assessment roll, to such other persons as are registered with the City to receive tax bills concerning real property within the proposed District, and to the tenants of each building within the proposed District. The Resolution also directs SBS to arrange for the publication of a copy of this Resolution or a summary thereof at least once in the City Record or a newspaper in general circulation in the City, the first publication to be not less than ten nor more than thirty days before the date of the public hearing.
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