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COW TTEE ON RULES, PRI VI LEGES AND ELECTI ONS 2
CHAI RPERSON LANDER:  Good nor ni ng.
Wl cone to the New York City Council's Commttee on
Rul es, Privileges, and Elections. |'mBrad Lander
Chair of the Commttee. Before we get started, |et
me introduce the nenbers who are with us her this
nmorning. W have Mnority Leader Vinny lgnizio from
Staten |sland; Margaret Chin from Manhattan; Debbie
Rose from Staten |sland; Rafael Espinal from
Br ookl yn; Mark Levine, and Garodni ck, and Ydanis
Rodriguez all from Manhattan. Good norning. W'l
be joined by several other nenbers of the Rules
Commttee later today. | also want to acknow edge
the Committee's Attorney Amatia Booth, and thank the
staff nmenbers of the Commttee, the Council's
I nvestigative Unit, Chuck Davis, Deandra Johnson, and
Diana Arriaga [sp?] for their work in preparing the
materials that we have. W're also joined by Counci
Menber David G eenfield from Brooklyn. Thank you
j oi ni ng us.
In a letter dated May 19, 2014, Mayor
Bill de Blasio formally submtted the nanme of
Meenakshi Srinivasan to the Council for our advice
and consent regardi ng her appointnment to the

Landmar ks Preservati on Conm ssion, and |'m here that
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COW TTEE ON RULES, PRI VILEGES AND ELECTIONS 3
Ms. -- pleased that Srinivasan is here with us this
norning. W, after that subm ssion on May 23rd, we
had a very thorough hearing in this Conmttee next
door with Srinivasan reviewing the material s that
were prepared our staff. And review ng her statenent
and asking quite a | ot of questions about the LPC and
her qualifications. | learned this norning, |I'm
pl eased to report that her parents, and nuch of her
famly in India where she was for sone tinme between
t hat hearing and now wat ched our hearing. So the
live streami ng and webcasting of Council hearings not
only hel ps New Yorkers have a better transparency in
our governnent, it enables famly nenbers all around
the world to take nahas [sp?], as we say, pride in
their children's acconplishnments. Wile this is
first and forenost about getting a great person to
| ead Landmar ks Preservati on Comm ssion, the ongoing
story of New York, which is people fromall around
the world com ng here, and maki ng good, and rising up
to take real |eadership. And their parents being
proud of themis also a good part of the story. And
we're glad that our webcasting the hearings hel ped in

t hat regard.
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COW TTEE ON RULES, PRI VILEGES AND ELECTIONS 4
Today, the Council will consider whether

to give its advice and consent to Ms. Srinivasan's
appoi ntnent through a vote on the attached M7
Message, which is in your packets. M. Srinivasan is
a resident of Manhattan, and if we give our advice
and consent, she'll be appointed to the Landmark
Preservati on Conm ssion. And subsequently designated
by the Mayor as Chair filling the vacancy, and
serving the remai nder of a three-year term which is
set to expire on June 28, 2016. Pursuant to the New
York City Charter, Section 3020, The New York Gty
Landmar ks Preservati on Conm ssion, known as the LPC
is responsible for establishing and regul ating
Landmar k, portions of |landmark sites, interior
| andmar ks, scenic | andmarks, and historic districts.
The LPC al so regul ates alterations to designated
buil dings. The LPC consists of 11 nenbers. W nust
include at |east three architects, one historian
gqualified in the field, one city planner or |andscape
architect, and one realtor, and it nust include at
| east one resident of each of the five boroughs. The
Mayor appoints the nenbers of the LPC with our advice
and consent. Wen taking those requirenments into

account, the Mayor may consult with the Fine Arts
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COW TTEE ON RULES, PRI VI LEGES AND ELECTIONS 5
Federation or other simlar organizations in the
course of making the appointnents. Menbers are
appoi nted for staggered three-year terns, and each
menber serves as a conmi ssioner until his or her
successor is appointed, and approved by the Council
And as nentioned earlier, the Mayor al so designates
one of the LPC nenbers to serve as Chair, and anot her
menber to serve as Vice Chair. The nenbers serve
W t hout conpensation, but are reinbursed for
necessary expenses. The Chair, who al so | eads the
LPC staff, is a salaried position, and the current
salary is $192,198. | won't go through the process
agai n by which Landmarks are revi ewed, considered,
eval uat ed, designated and brought through the Gty
Pl anni ng Conmm ssion and the Council. W tal ked about
those at the hearing, and we had Chair Koo, who
chairs the Landmarks Subconm ttee on Landmar ks,
Public Siting, and Maritinme Uses here as well. And
he expressed his enthusiastic support for M.

Srini vasan.

[ Pause]

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: So, we went through
at that hearing all of the various issues around

desi gnation, around regul ation, and around the
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COW TTEE ON RULES, PRI VILEGES AND ELECTIONS 6
Har dshi p Appeal s Panel. Menbers have the opportunity
to ask a great many questions. W do have Ms.
Srinivasan here today. So we're not planning to
reopen the public hearing, but if there are nenbers
who in the intervening anmount of tinme had questions,
we can meke available tinme to do that. So, | see
that Council Menber Ignizio has a question. But
before that, does nean we need to not only wel cone
Ms. Srinivasan, but swear her in. So, |let ne ask her
to first be sworn in and then we can continue this.
Oh, you don't have a question?

COUNCI L MEMBER | GNI ZG: No.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: (Ckay, great, so if
any -- if people don't have questions, we've got a
very thorough hearing, then we won't reopen the
public hearing and we don't need to swear Ms.
Srinivasan in. |If people have statenents they'd |ike
to make before we nove to the vote, then I'Il first
recogni ze Council Menber 1gnizio.

COUNCI L MEMBER IGNI ZI O  Thank you very
much, and | went through your extensive resune, and
wel cone you upon your consent fromthis Council. |
just wanted to convey where | amin this process. |

am not what you'd call the biggest fan of the
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COW TTEE ON RULES, PRI VI LEGES AND ELECTIONS 7
| andmar ki ng process. | think sonetines the Landmark
Preservati on Conmm ssion doesn't appreciate that there
are owners behind these buildings that put their life
savings into these buildings. And | just wanted to
convey and speak for them if | can that, as | said,
there are peopl e who have spent their |ives investing
in their hones only to having a partner in governnent
that ultimately is sonetinmes a bad partner. |
bel i eve what we should do in the city is to work on
some ki nd of process where through the Property Tax
Codes in this city that we encourage an owner to want
to be a part of |andmarking.

But | don't think | andmarking shoul d be

t hrust upon any owner. That's just ny opinion. |
vote that way every time, and just to give you an
exanple. Two cases in ny district: One where the
process was, for lack of a better word, bastardi zed
in that on Anberley Road in my district Myor
Bl oonberg cane in. There was a gentl eman who
unbel i evably spray-painted his building red and green
and all these different colors to basically thunb his
nose at the community. |In response, Mayor Bl oonberg
cane out and said that he would [andmark this as a

puni shnent, if you will. And this was several years
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COW TTEE ON RULES, PRI VILEGES AND ELECTIONS 8
ago. | think it was in 2005. | thought it was an
egregi ous end run | andmar ki ng process, and sonet hing
we shoul d not have done.

But today, |adies and gentlenen, that
bui I ding remai ns vacant. There's a cycling fence
around it, and it's falling into disrepair. So it
was of no benefit to the community. It is an eyesore
now in the mddle of the block, and ultinmately, there
has been no benefit there. Likewi se on Sinaian,

[sic] Avenue as well. So | just think and | want to
encourage you to renenber there is nore than one side
of the | andmarki ng debate. Very often people are
come to you as the pretty coomittee and saying, This
house | ooks beautiful. So let's |andmark. | had
that case with your predecessor where they wanted to
| andmark a hone Arthur Kill, which burned down, and
was rebuilt with new materials in the 1980s and they
wanted to | andmark it.

| went to the Chair and said you are
wong. The Commission is wong. This is not a
| andmark, an originally installed building. This is
a new one, which was nmade to | ook |like the old one
wth new materials. | just wanted to convey to ny

col | eagues that there's nore than one side of the
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COW TTEE ON RULES, PRI VILEGES AND ELECTIONS 9
| andmar ki ng debate, and | hope that this new
Landmar ki ng Preservati on Conmi ssion takes heed of
that. And when they are making these
reconmendati ons, they acknow edge there are people
whose life's work is invested in the buildings that
you -- the City is comng in and saying that they are
now partnering. Thank you very nuch.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER:  All right. Thank
you, Council Menber, and | will just reflect. | was
going to say a little sonething before, but | think
this is a hel pful setup. You know, just speaking
personal ly, | thought at the hearing that we had that
Srinivasan gave a very thoughtful set of answers to a
good set of questions froma w de range of points of
view. | thought there's no doubt, and we saw this
when we did the Taxi and Linmousi ne Comm ssion as
well. It's certainly true in Landmarking that
peopl e' s passion for preserving the character of
what's great about New York and its nei ghborhoods,
and sonme of its old buildings and hel pi ng us nake
t hat happen.

There were the needs and concerns of the
owners of those buil dings, both before and after

designation, and their rights to be heard. And have




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON RULES, PRI VILEGES AND ELECTIONS 10
a process that they can count on and its fair, and to
bal ance that range of interests thoughtfully. That
is what we're |ooking for in an LPC Chair.
appreciate your point of view on all of the nenbers,
and | certainly felt Iike fromthe answers, the
materials, from her background, and fromall the
answers that we got, that we, you know, if we approve
her -- and | urge nenbers to do so. | certainly plan
to vote for her. GCetting sonmeone new who has not
just a real strong professional experience in all the
rel evant technical matters, but has shown herself to
be fair, balanced, a good |istener, and sonebody who
arbitrates anongst constituencies. So | think it's a
val uabl e set of points. Council Menber Geenfield
foll owed by Council Menber Rose.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Thank you,

M. Chair, and | appreciate the tinme. | just wanted
to -- | just wanted to share nmy thoughts as well. As
many of you know, of course, as the Chair of the Land
Use Conmittee of the City Council that has oversight
over Landmarks, and has to ultinmately approve
| andmar ks, | have been a sonmewhat vocal critic of the
| andmar ki ng process to date. Specifically, by the

over -l andmar ki ng of Manhattan where we're over 27%
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COW TTEE ON RULES, PRI VILEGES AND ELECTIONS 11
The concerns that | have, and | think, I know it was
said before, but | think our Mnority Leader
expressed it certainly in an interesting way as the

I think he called it the Pre-House Comm ssion
Sonetines the logic as to why certain buildings and
| andmar ks is not obviously evident in terns of what
we would think as the objective criteria. | think
one of the issues that we've discussed is that folks
have used the | andmark process as a back door to
achi eve other goals typically to prevent fol ks from
devel oping in the conmunities, and keepi ng ot her
peopl e they may not want out of their comunities.

And finally, ny concern as |'ve raised
with the cal endaring process where we have 70 itens
fromthe '90s and before including 20 fromthe 1960s
t hat have been calendared. | think it's inportant,
of course, to make the distinction that was, of
course, under the old | eadership of the Landmarks
Preservati on Conm ssion. And we nade that point
because Landnmarks is a small agency that despite its
size has a disproportionate influence over the City
of New York especially as it relates to devel opnent

and other issues. And especially now as we | ook to
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COW TTEE ON RULES, PRI VILEGES AND ELECTIONS 12
create and preserve 200,000 units of affordable
housing in New York City.

That being said, | did want to add that
|"mactually very proud to support Meenakshi's
nom nation today. | believe that she's exceptionally
gualified for this position. | think that her work,
her prior work not just her experience at Gty
Pl anni ng, but al so her many years as the Chair of the
Board of Standards and Appeals. Many of us that have
appeared before her have seen the way she's run that
agency. She does it in a diligent and fair and
prof essional manner. | will note just an interesting
poi nt, because | don't think it's super confidenti al
fromthe confidential briefing that we have over
here.

Which is that | believe in the ten years
that she has been at the Board of Standards and
Appeal s, and they have sonething |like 36 public and
36 private neetings a year, she's never mssed a
single neeting. Which | think is just an incredible
testanment to her diligence and her professionalism
and her character. | think her experience is
perfectly aligned with the work of the Landmark

Preservation Commi ssion. |'ve had the opportunity to
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COW TTEE ON RULES, PRI VILEGES AND ELECTIONS 13
chat with her, and to neet with her and to speak
about many of these issues. And | feel that she is
commtted, in fact, to bringing reformand | eadership
to the Landmark Preservation Conmmi ssion. And so |
ent husi astically support her nom nation today. Thank
you, M. Chairman.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you, Counci
Menmber Greenfield. Council Menber Rose.

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: Thank you Chair and
good norning. | would just hope that a concern that
|"ve heard resoundingly in ny district is fromowners
who are anbi val ent about | andmarki ng, and the major
reason being of the cost to nake repairs or to
preserve the exteriors of their buildings, and the
cost that's attributed to that. So, | would hope
that one of your priorities would be to | ook at the
fundi ng sources that you have, and to aggressively
come back. And neke it a budget item where -- that
you have a reasonabl e anmobunt of nobney approved t hat
people could utilize and pull fromto help with the
required -- the requirenents of maintaining a
| andmar ked hone. The cost is often prohibitive. You
do have sone things in place, but | do think that the

anount of noney that you have avail able to nake
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COW TTEE ON RULES, PRI VILEGES AND ELECTIONS 14
avail able to honmeowners is not significant. 1t's not
nearly enough, and | woul d hope that one of your
priorities would be to see about enlarging that part.
So thank you.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER:  And |' m pl eased
we' ve been joined by the Speaker, who's a nenber of
this Conmttee as well. Any other -- are there other
menbers who have comments and statenents they'd |ike
to make for the record before we vote? | wll flag
t hat Council Menber WIlians, who is a nenber of this
commttee and is on his way, just asked that |
mention on the record both his hopes that the Jackie
Robi nson House and the South M dwood Sections of his
nei ghbor hood be consi dered going forward for
desi gnati on and eval uati on and designation. So |I'm
putting that on the record as well. Hello to Ms.
Srinivasan. So thanks.

[ Pause]

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: All right. So

think we're ready to proceed. |'msorry.

[ Pause]

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Super. So I'Ill just
flag for the nenbers, you know we had a -- and for

t hose who have just joined, we had an extensive
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COW TTEE ON RULES, PRI VILEGES AND ELECTIONS 15
public hearing where we asked a | ot of questions, got
a lot of answers. And the statenents that were just
made were the statenments of nenbers prior to vote
So we're not going to reopen the public hearing this
nmorni ng. Fol ks can ook forward to that testinony or
still go watch it on the web. Wnderful. Al right,
wel | thanks to the nenbers for those statenents.
Thanks to the Speaker for joining us, and with seeing
no further comments, we will now take the vote on the
Message pursuant to M67 regarding Ms. Meenaksh
Srinivasan's appoint to the Landmarks Preservation
Conmi ssi on.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: W/ liam Martin
Committee Clerk. Conmittee on Rules, Privileges, and
El ections. Council Menber Lander.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Ent husi astically
Aye.

CLERK:  Gar odni ck

COUNCI L MEMBER GARCDNI CK:
Congratul ati ons. Aye.

CLERK: Rodri guez.

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ:  Aye.

CLERK:  Chin.

COUNCI L MEMBER CHI N:  Aye.
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COW TTEE ON RULES, PRI VILEGES AND ELECTIONS 16
CLERK: Rose.
COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: Permission to
expl ain nmy vote.
CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Grant ed.
COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: | just want to say
that, you know, I'mreally pleased with your breadth
of know edge and your experience at BSA, and the fact

that you successfully streanlined sonme processes, and

made the systema little nore user friend. | know
that we'll see those sane qualities brought over to
Landmarks. |'mlooking forward to working with you,

and | unequivocally vote aye to your appoi ntnent.

Thank you

CLERK:  Espi nal .

COUNCI L MEMBER ESPI NAL:  Aye.

CLERK: Levi ne.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI NE:  Congratul ati ons,
Ms. Srinivasan. | look forward to working with you,

and | vote aye.

CLERK: Ignizio.

COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO | want to add to
the comments of ny col | eague Debbi e Rose. M hope is
that we can | ook at 74-711 [sic] and derelict

| andmarks that are in disrepair because of the
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COW TTEE ON RULES, PRI VILEGES AND ELECTIONS 17
inability for any econom c incentive on behalf of the
owner. So | know your experience at BSA will help
you with that, and I'm happy to work with you the
best we can. And | vote aye.

CLERK:  Speaker Mark-Viverito.

SPEAKER MARK-VIVERI TG | will be voting
aye. Congratulations, and | know that there is a | ot
of work that we need to do with Landnarks
Preservation, and | really would hope... | know that
you've heard frommy coll eagues. It seens like we're
going to have a productive working relationship with
a lot of revisions. And |ooking at ways that things
can be done differently, | think is obviously in
order. But with that, 1'Il vote ayes.

CLERK: By a vote of nine in the
affirmative, zero in the negative, and no abstentions
the itemis adopted. Menbers, please sign the
Conmittee Report. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: That will be
referred to the Council for a vote at our full Stated
Meeting, and we'll hold the vote open for 15 nenbers
for other nenbers. Thank you very nuch

CLERK: Council Menber WIIi ans.
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COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS:  Aye. First,
I"d like to make a statenment. Many of these issues
|'"ve spoken to with a candi date previously. And I
was happy to engage her on it. Two issues just
bringing themup on the chair. Two issues specific
to ny district, the Jackie Robinson House, which I'm
hopi ng she'll really take heed. And to our second
request, | don't think the full story was taken to --
was gi ven wei ght when the decision was rmade to deny.
And al so Sout hrer e[ sp?] which was part of the
Victorian Fl atbush quote. That should be | andnarked
as taking way too many years. | hope she'll push
that forward, and just whereas the |andmarking
process in general | think definitely needs to be
rewor ked, rehashed in ternms of community input, in
terns of owner information when they're purchasing
it, and just the expedi ency, which they choose which
ones to | andmark and which ones not to | andmark, and
the tinmeframe to make those deci sions.

And two conpeting interests. One, south
of Eastern Parkway in Brookwood, doesn't usually get
much respect in terns of things that need to get
| andmarked. And then | say conpeting because there

are some communities | think they are overly
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COW TTEE ON RULES, PRI VILEGES AND ELECTIONS 19
| andmar ked, and they're looking at it in ternms of
i ssues that we brought to that conmunity. And | hope
that she can deal with both of those conpeting issues
as well as |'ve been hearing problenms with possible
bui I di ng of affordabl e housing on | andmark sites.
And 1'd like to get nore research on that. But with
that said, | vote aye. Thank you.

CLERK: The current vote in Rules is now
at ten in the affirmative.

[ Pause]

CLERK: Council Menber Dickens.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS:  Aye.

CLERK: The final vote in the Commttee
on Rules is nowat 11 in the affirmative, zero in the
negative and no abstenti ons.

COUNCI L MEMBER: This hearing of the
Rul es Comm ttee of June 1l1lth is hereby cl osed --

adj our ned.
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