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STATED MEETI NG 4

SPEAKER MARK-VIVERI TG | think we’'re going to
get started...
[ background noi se/tal king][interruption]
[unidentified speaker]: .Please. Qite.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO Thank you.
We have two proclamations that we will be issuing
today. Want to ask ny col |l eagues, Council Menber,
Cornegy and Council| Menber, Rosenthal, who are
going to take the lead on this portion. W are
cel ebrati ng worker cooperatives, here in New York
Cty, very excited, uh, fromthis Council. And,
they will have a little nore information that they
will share and invite those that are bei ng honored
to cone up on the floor with us. Council Menber
Cor negy.

CORNEGY: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
Good afternoon. My nane is Robert Cornegy, and |
am here with ny coll eague, Hel en Rosenthal. And,
as the Chair of the Gty Council’s Conmittee on
Smal | Business, | am pl eased today to recognize
several non-profit organi zati ons whose aimis to
create new wor ker cooperative small businesses.

On behal f of Council Menber, Mria Del Carmen
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Arroyo, who arranged for these organi zations to be
honored, and could not be with us today, | would
now, like to call up these five non-profit
organi zations fromacross the CGty. W are
pl eased to have with us...

SPEAKER MARK VI VERI TO Omar
Fi af [ sp?] [ phoneti c] 00: 01: 57 from G een \Wr ker
Cooperatives; [applause] Scott Wng fromthe
Wor ki ng Worl d; [appl ause] Julie Jean-Francois from
the Center for Fam |y Life; Fadouf[sp?] Seyoul [sp?]
from Make the Road; and Jennifer Wlls fromthe
Nort hern Manhattan | nprovenent Corporation

CORNEGY: Before we present the
proclamations, 1'd like to say a few words about
why we’ re recogni zi ng non-profit organizations
t hat devel op worker cooperative busi nesses.

Wor ker cooperatives are business owned and
managed denocratically by the enpl oyees. The two
hundred and twenty three worker cooperative
busi nesses in the U.S. own nore than $128 nmillion
in assets, generate nore than $219 nillion in
revenue and nore than $55 mllion in wages and

account for nore than 2,300 jobs. 1In ny own




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

STATED MEETI NG 6

council district in Brooklyn, I’ve recently

| earned that | have three worker cooperative

busi nesses; Norberts[sic] Express, a pizzeria,
Radi cs[sic] Media, a paper conpany, and a
bookkeepi ng cooperative, a bookkeepi ng and
accounting busi nesses. Wrker cooperatives have
proven to be a natural vehicle for lifting workers
out of poverty. The |ast dozen years have seen
the City grapple with persistent economc barriers
that have trapped nore than one out five New
Yorkers in poverty. Today, nany jobs that once
coul d support a famly, barely suffice to keep
that famly out of poverty. Wth nore and nore
fam |ies not having enough noney to make ends
neet, we are witnessing the negative inpacts of
econom ¢ inequality on our comunities. It is
sinmply, no |longer a guarantee that anyone who

wor ks hard and plays by the rules can support his
or her famly and nove onward and upward. Jobs
that pay a |iving wage, are one of the best

nmet hods of reducing poverty. The exanple of | ow
wage workers in New York City who have forned

wor ker cooperatives and have seen their hourly
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wages nearly triple within just a few years. W
are here today, to recogni ze sonme non-profit
organi zati ons that have been working for nunerous
years to support and encourage the creation of
wor ker cooperatives. Small businesses that
provi de hi gh wages and benefits along with
pronoting a sense of ownership. And, to describe
those, is ny colleague, Helen Rosenthal.

ROSENTHAL : Way, thank you so nuch
Counci | Menber, Cornegy. | want each
organi zation, as | call you out, to come up and
get your picture taken and featured with, uh, the
tall man and the Speaker...[laughs] First, and |
just want to say, before |I announce each of their
nanes, and thank them For everyone here today,
you' re | ooking at the future econony of New York
Cty. |If there is one single, nost inportant
thing that we can do as a Gty to get us back on
the road to recovery, it’s to support our worker
cooperatives. And, that’s why | amso proud to be
standi ng up here today, with the Speaker, with
Counci| Menber, Cornegy and to thank very nuch,

Counci| Menber, Maria Carnmen Del Arroyo, for her
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| eadership on this issue. So, first, the Wrking
Wrld, if you could conme up and, stand next to the
Speaker. The Wrking Wrld is a non-profit that
has been working in the Rockaways Queens to | end
people the tools they need to build lasting wealth
for thenmsel ves, their businesses, and their

communi ties, by providing investnent capital and
techni cal support to worker cooperatives. Thank
you. [appl ause]

The Center for Family Life. The Center
for Family Life has energed as a | eader in the
devel opnent of worker cooperative businesses in
| ow i nconme urban communities, such as, their own
| ow i ncone, predom nantly inmm grant Sun Set Park
Community. [applause] Thank you very nuch, and
congrat ul ati ons.

Green Worker Cooperatives. [appl ause]

Wo Hoo! Al of the child s[sic] involved...two of
t hem..[ background noi se/tal ki ng] .three, alright,
that’ s...[| aughs]

[ background noi se/t al ki ng]

Green Worker Cooperatives is a Bronx based

organi zati on dedi cated to incubating worker owned
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green businesses that build a strong | ocal

econony, rooted in denocracy and environnent al
justice. Here's to the future of our New York
City. [applause] Thank you very nuch. And, you
all got themto be asleep at the sane tine; that’s
i mpr essi ve.

Make the Road New York. [applause] Make
the Road. Make the Road has sought to build the
power of Latino and working class communities in
Jackson Heights, Queens to achieve dignity and
justice through entrepreneurship and the
devel opnent of worker cooperatives, an innovative
nmet hod to hel p sustain and strengthen inm grant
communities. [applause] That's the Make the
Road.

Nort hern Manhattan | nprovenent
Corporation. [applause] Yes. Serving |ow incone
residents in the comrunities of upper Manhatt an,
the Northern Manhattan | nprovenent Corporation has
sought to devel op a worker owned busi ness anong
its clients who are having difficulty finding
stabl e enpl oynent in this depressed econony,

particularly, wonen participating in our support
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group, for survivors of donestic violence.
[ appl ause] Congratul ations. Congratul ati ons.

And, Lastly, Speaker, actually would you
like to have the honor of this |ast piece to cal
up Jenni fer Jones?

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TG O course. And,
| would like to call up Jennifer Jones-
Aust en[ sp?] 00: 08: 11 fromthe Federation of
Protestant Wl fare Agenci es, who has been | eading
a coalition of organizations to support the
devel oprment of worker cooperative businesses in
New York City, to say a few words on behal f of al
the organi zations that are bei ng honored today.
And, then, we will have the Cerk...um actually,
let’s have the Clerk read the Proclamation first,
which, | think, is language that is suitable for
all. And, then, we can have Ms. Jones-Austen say
a few words.

CLERK: Council Gty of New York

Procl amati on. Wereas, in a recent hearing of the
Cty Council’s Community Devel opnment Conmittee,
wor ker cooperatives were identified as having the

potential to nove our City forward to greater
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econom ¢ recovery and job gromh. In doing so,

t hey hel ped rai se New Yorkers out of poverty, and
reduce inequity throughout the five boroughs.
Despite their effectiveness, many people are
unawar e that such a business nodel exists. And,
wher eas, worker cooperatives are business entities
that are owned and controlled by their nenbers, the
peopl e who work in them The two core
characteristics of worker cooperatives are: 1.

Wor ker nmenbers invest in and own the business
together, and it distributes surplus to them and
2. Decision making is denocratic, adhering to the
general principle of one nenber, one vote. Such
organi zati ons nay have their own distinct mssion,
but all recognize the inportance of self-help,
self-responsibility, equality, equity, solidarity,
openness and social responsibility. Because they
focus on neeting the needs of their nmenber owners,
wor ker cooperatives have fared better during the
recession than many for-profit businesses. They
have grown as peopl e...they have grown as people to
take charge of their own econom c situation.

And, whereas, the Center for Famly
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Life is a program of SCEO famly of services and an
out st andi ng wor ker cooperative that pronotes
positive outconmes for children, adults and famlies
in Sun Set Park by providing a conprehensive range
of nei ghborhood based fam |y and social services.

Green Worker Cooperatives is a South
Bronx based organi zation dedi cated to incubating
wor ker owned, green businesses in order to build a
strong, | ocal econony, rooted in denocracy and
envi ronnental justice.

Make the Road New York, nore than
14, 000 nmenbers strong, builds the power of Latino
and working class comrunities to achieve dignity
and justice through organizing policy innovation,
transformati ve education, and survival services.
Thanks for the tenacity and vision of nore than
14,000 nmenbers. Make the Road New York is a
robust, nulti-service powerhouse that works with
tens of thousands of New York City and Long Island
residents each year

Since the Northern Manhattan
| mpr ovenent Corporation was founded in 1979, it has

worked tirelessly to enpower the poorest residents
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of Washi ngt on Hei ghts and I nwood[ si c] 00: 10: 45, by
pronoting econom c, self-sufficiency through adult
educati on and wor kforce devel opnent, and by
stabilizing famlies through social services,
heal t h education, and donestic viol ence

i ntervention.

The Center for Famly Life is a
program..[munbling] Did | say that one already?
.lLs a program of SCEO fam |y of services and of
out st andi ng wor ker cooperative that pronotes
positive outcones for children, adults and fanilies
in Sun Set Park by providing a conprehensive range
of nei ghborhood based fam |y and soci al services.

And, The Working World is a conmunity
devel opnent fund with offices in Buenos Ares,

Ni caragua, and New York City, which designs
investnents to create and grow and cooperative
enterprises in marginalized nei ghborhoods. Since
it opened in New York in 2011, the Wrking Wrld
has had a remarkabl e i npact through numnerous
projects, including the New Era W ndows, Si se
pwedai [ phoneti c] [ Speaki ng Spani sh], Third Root

Community Health Center, and
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others. Now, therefore, be it known, that the
Council of the City of New York gratefully honors
the Center for Famly Life, The Wbrking Wrld,
Green Cooperatives, Make the Road New York, and the
Nort hern Manhattan | nprovenment Corporation, for
supporting worker cooperatives in New York City.
Mel i ssa Mark-Viverito, Speaker for the entire
Council; Maria Del Carnmen Arroyo, Council Menber
17'" District, the Bronx; Robert E. Corgnegy, Jr.,
Counci| Menber 36'" District, Brooklyn; Daniel R
Gar odni ck, Council Menber 4'" District, Mnhattan;
Hel en Rosenthal, Council Menber 6'" District,
Manhat t an; Carl os Manchaca, Council Menber 38'"
District, Brooklyn; Daniel Dromm Council Menber
25'" District, Queens; Council Menber, Ritchie
Torres, 15'" District, the Bronx; Council Menber,
Ydani s Rodriguez, 10'" District, Manhattan; and
Counci| Menber, Donovan Richards, 31°' District,
Queens.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TG Thank you.
And, | just want to thank all the Council Menbers
who are here also. These cooperatives are | ocated

t hroughout the Gty of New York. W have the
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Counci| Menbers, Ritchie Torres, who represents the
G een Worker Cooperatives; Donovan Richards, The
Wor ki ng Worl d; Manchaca with the Center for Famly
Life; Council Dromm Mke the Road New York; and
Ydani s Rodriguez with Northern Manhattan
| nprovenent Corporation. This is really exciting
day. | amliterally grinning ear to ear, because
when you tal k about self-enpowernent and conmunity
enpower nent, when you tal k about worker
cooperatives, that really is what it nmeans. And,
it’s really great to see it grow ng throughout the
City of New York. Thank you to these organizations
that are really spreading the good word and wor ki ng
with nenbers of our community. And, 1'd love to
have Ms. Jones-Austen say a few words.

JONES- AUSTEN: Thank you. Thank you
Speaker. Thank you, Speaker, thank you, Counci
Menber, Robert Cornegy, and Council Menber
Rosent hal, and all of the Council Menbers who
supported this effort, Council Menber, Arroyo, of
course. This is, for ne, a trenmendous day. On
many occasions |’ve stood in this very Chanbers

and, | amgoing to be honest, and, please, hope |
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do not offend anyone when | say that, this is the
nost beautiful display that | have ever seen of New
York at its best. [applause]
Everywhere you | ook, you see comrmunity, and see
communi ty being enpowered, to take their lives into
their own hands and to nake better lives for
t hensel ves and for their children, and for their
children’s children. And, the Council, today,
procl ai m ng these cooperatives as trenmendous val ues
as tothis GCty. |It’s a true testanent to your
| eadershi p and your support of what we’'re aimng to
do here. FPWA is working with this coalition of
ni net een worker cooperatives to nmake sure that
they' re not just nineteen, in the next year, and in
the years to cone, but that other individuals and
fam lies, communities across the City will benefit
fromthe strength of these worker cooperatives.
So, | just want to say thank you to the Council, to
you all, your |eadership, for making this day
possi bl e, and what will conme. Thank you.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TG Thank you,
Counci| Menbers, and thank you all. [background

noi se/ t al ki ng] W would i ke to nake way for
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the next proclamation. 1'd |ike to ask Counci
Menber, Eugene...thank you all again. Um Counci
Menmber, Eugene has a very, very inportant and
powerful presentation to make. Those col | eagues
that are on the floor, I would ask that...if you
could please, join us so that we could give support
to Council Menber, Eugene and as he honors Ganma
Droyvil[sic][sp?] 00: 15:28 Thirteen year ol d boy.
Un who was a victimof a shooting in Flatbush
Avenue on April 14'". He was shot twice in the
head, with a bullet entering his eye, and
m racul ously, he survived. Anyone who has read the
stories, or even been in the presence of this young
man, knows his courage, in a nonent of adversity.
And, Council| Menber, Eugene |1'd |ove you to say a
f ew words.

EUGENE: Thank you very nuch, Madam
Speaker. Thank you so nuch. Today, we are to
commend the bravery and courage of this young,
brave man. Ganma Droyvil, thirteen years ol d, who,
nearly lost his life to gun violence. You know,
i ke many other victim he was at the corner of

Beverly Road and Fl at bush Avenue, with aunt,
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waiting for bus. He didn’t do anything wong. But
the only thing, he was there, at the wong tinme, in
the wong place. And, suddenly, he was shot. The
bull et reach his right eye. But, by the grace of
God, and for many...for several days under the care
of outstanding doctors and nurses, and nedi cal

prof essi onal s at Kings County Hospital. He nade a
speedy recovery. And, we are so happy, so blessed
to have Gamma with us today. And, | had the
opportunity, the privilege to go to visit Gamm
several tinmes, and to speak with himand the
famly. But, what | got fromthe conversation, was
inspiration. Inspiration for all the young people
in New York City. Inspiration for the new
generations. Ganma doesn’t wi sh any harmfor no
one. He said that he forgives the shooter. And,
he’ s asking the young people in New York to
practice non-violence. Non-violence and peace.
Ganma is a hero. \Wenever you see that a young
boy, born in Haiti, cane over here, |ike nmany of
us, with the hope to have the opportunity.
Qpportunity to have an education, to be sonebody

tonmorrow. And, he was close to lose his life.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

STATED MEETI NG 19

But, I know many of us in New York City and the
government, we are doing so nuch, a lot of effort,
but we got to do nore for our young people. W
have to do nore for our young people. The shooter
was twenty one years or two. And, after the
shooting, on Flatbush and Church Avenue, but we
have many ot her shooting after this one. But we
got to do nore as a City, as a society. And, | as
t he new Chai rman of the Youth Conmttee, |’ m asking
all of you, all ny colleagues fromthe Cty
Council, and all my coll eagues from governnent, the
City of New York, as a society, we have to cone
toget her and to make sure not only we protect our
young peopl e, but give themal so the opportunity
that they need to beconme positive, inportant
citizens. W got to take the guns fromthem and
give themthe tools to succeed in life. W can do
it. The good City of New York, we can do it. W
shoul d not wait when they are twenty or twenty five
years old. W got to start in the famly when they
are very young. And, | do believe if we do that,
we won’t have nore violence in the community, and

it wll cost cheaper also. Today, | am so pl eased
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to have the privilege to present Gamma with a
proclamation fromthe good City of New York. And,
| want to thank the Speaker for your | eadershinp,
for your support. And, this is not the first tine
you see Gamma. | know you cane to ny district
several times, and you saw Gamma. Thank you very
much. And, to all ny colleagues, and all of you
here, thank you very nmuch. And, to Ganma, and
Gamma famly, and | want to thank you for your
faith and your courage. And, Ganma is a rol e nodel
in his school. He is a very active nenber of...in
the choir of his church. He believes in God. And,
| can say, as a believer also, it was only by the
grace of God, that Gamma is here with us.
[ appl ause] And, on behalf of the entire Gty
Council, and I"'mgoing to present Garma with this
Procl amati on for your courage. He is our hero.
Gamma, thank you very nuch for inspiration.

Thank you. WIIl you, please read the
Procl amati on, the Cerk, please.

CLERK: Council City of New York

Procl amation. The Council of the City of New York

is proud to honor Ganma Droyvil[sic] for his
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i nspiring courage and character. And, whereas,
born in Porto Prince, Haiti, Ganma Droyvil is a
hard wor ki ng ei ghth grade student at I.S.285 Mer
Levin School in Brooklyn. At the age of thirteen,
Gamma has al ready had an enornous inpact throughout
our community and inspired people far beyond the
five boroughs by denonstrating the sane incredible
resiliency that defines Haitian people everywhere.
And, whereas, on April 14, 2014, shortly before
noon, Gamma was standing with his aunt at the
corner of Flatbush Avenue and Beverly Road in

Fl at bush, Brooklyn, sinply doing what mllions of
peopl e do every day, waiting for the bus. That
day, this routine took a sharp turn when a stranger
pull ed out a gun and started shooting at another
man. Ganma, an i nnocent bystander, was suddenly
shot, one bullet striking near his right eye and he
fell to the ground. And, whereas, Gamma

m racul ously survived this horrific event.

Sensel ess violence, inflicted serious physical and
psychol ogi cal scars in our community. In the face
of such outrageous gun viol ence, whether in Santa

Barbara, California or Newtown, Connecticut, in
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Br ookl yn and beyond, we are all rem nded that could
have been any one of us, could have been shot as
Ganma was, or that it could be any of us nourning
the | oss of our |oved ones. And, whereas,
fortunately, thanks to the expert nurses and
doctors at Kings County Hospital, as well as the
support and prayers of his conmunity, Gamma was
soon on the nend. Despite the chance that he may
never see out of his right eye again, he has been
sustained by spirit and faith. He recently said he
plans to live a normal life and refuses to be
afraid to be out of step or step onto the sane East
Fl at bush Street where he was nearly killed. And,
wher eas, incredibly Gamma has forgiven his
assai l ant and bounced back fromthis tragedy even
stronger than before. He has al ways enjoyed
singing in his church choir, and followng this
horrific incident, he refuses his silence his song.
On May 15, 2014 he accepted the invitation to a
basebal | ganme between the Mets and t he Yankees.

The first baseball ganme he ever attended. He
arrived at Gty field early because his invitation

was to not only attend but to sing the National
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Ant hem acconpani ed by fellow choir nmenbers before
t housands of fans. And, whereas, Ganma Droyvil is
truly an inspiration to everyone, for he has
inspired us with his heroism and for his
comm tment to speaking out against gun violence in
the years ahead. Now, therefore, be it known, that
the Council of the Cty of New York proudly honors
Gamma Droyvil for inspiring our entire conmunity
with his bravery. Melissa Mark-Viverito, Speaker
for the entire Council; Mathieu Eugene, Counci
Mermber, 40'" District, Brooklyn. [ appl ause]
SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TG Thanks. |,
um | want to thank Council Menber, Eugene for his
| eadership, and he...you are a strong supporter of
our youth and your commtnent to this famly and
this young man is exenplary. And, Velma, as | said
to you, | had net you at the Haitian Flag Day, and
Counci | Menber, Eugene’s district, but you are an
inspiration to all of us. And, you give us the
strength to continue to fight for what is right.
This Council is commtted, so many col | eagues here,
toreally fight the violence in our streets, to put

the resources and nake sure that we curb the
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sensel ess violence that is happening. And, it is
stories like yours that despite that adversity, you
are inspiring others, and you have the strength to
go on, is sonething that definitely serves and
noves all of us. To the famly, thank you for
being with us, here today. You all know you have
an unbelievable child. And, it is great that he is
here with us, to inspire us. Gama we woul d | ove
for you to say a few words, if you wouldn’t m nd.

GAMVA: Just, thank you.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TG | don’t know
if one of the parents would want to say anyt hi ng,
but it’s great that you could join us here.

EUCENE: Let nme say that...very
briefly. He did say thank you, but he's so shy,
you didn’t hear him

GAMWA' S FATHER: W just want to
say, thank you, on behalf of the famly. And, you
know, Ganma is shy. W also say thank you to
Counci | Menber, Eugene and Speaker, and everybody,
every councilman in here. W honored to say thank
you to you. And, we always, you know, | ook forward

to work with you to fight against gun viol ence,
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especially, Saturday. W are going to have...Ganma
has a good neasure for fighting for gun viol ence.
So, we want to say thank you again, and we | ook
forward to be with you again. [appl ause]

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO Thank you
very nmuch. Thank you. [background talking][ pause]

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TGO And, that
ends cerenoni al s.
[ pause] [ announcenent]: Could we have sone quite in
t he Chanbers, please. Quite in the Chanbers.
Shhh. Ladies and gentlenen, at this tine, please
pl ace all cell phones, all cell phones and
el ectronic devices to vibrate. WII all, will all
non-counci | enpl oyees, please |eave the nain floor
of the Chanbers. There is additional seating
upstairs. Thank you. [gavel]

[unidentified mal e speaker]: Al rise, for

t he pl edge of all egiance. [pause]

Rol |l Call.

CLERK: Arroyo?
ARROYO

CLERK: Barron?

BARRON: Present.
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COHEN:

CLERK:

CONTANTI NI DES: Her e.

CLERK:

CORNEGY:

CLERK:

CROWNLEY:

CLERK:

CUMBO

CLERK:

DEUTSCH:

CLERK:

DI CKENS:

CLERK:

DROVM

CLERK:

ESPI NAL:

CLERK:
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Cabr er a?

Chi n?

Her e.

Cohen?

Her e.

Const anti ni des?

Cor negy?
Pr esent

Crow ey?

Cumbo?

Deut sch?
Her e.

Di ckens?
Her e.

Dr onm??
Her e.
Espi nal ?
Her e.

Eugene?
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EUGENE:

CLERK: Ferreras?
FERRERAS: Her e.
CLERK: Gar odni ck?
GARODNI CK:  Her e.
CLERK: Gentile?
GENTI LE:  Here.
CLERK: G bson?

G BSON: Her e.
CLERK: G eenfiel d?
GREENFI ELD: | am here.
CLERK: Johnson?
JOHNSON:  Here.
CLERK: Kal | 0s?
KALLCS: Her e.
CLERK: Ki ng?

Kl NG Pr esent
CLERK: Koo?

KOO Present .
CLERK: Kosl owi t z?
KOSLOW TZ:  Here.
CLERK: Lancman?
LANCMAN:  Here.
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MATTEQ:
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CLERK:

MENCHACA:
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MENDEZ:
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M LLER:
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PALMA:
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Lander ?
Her e.
Levi n?
Her e.
Levi ne?
Her e.
Mai sel ?
[ pause]
Mai sel ?

Her e.

Thank you.

Her e.

Meal y?

Menchaca?
Present.
Mendez?
Her e.
Mller?
Her e.

Pal ma?
Her e.

Reynoso?

MVat t eo?
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RI CHARDS

CLERK:

RCDRI GUEZ:

CLERK:

RCSE:

CLERK:

ROSENTHAL :

CLERK:

TORRES:

CLERK:

TREYGER

CLERK:

ULRI CH:

CLERK:

ROSENTHAL :

CLERK:

VACCA:

CLERK:

VALLONE

CLERK:

VEPRI N:
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Her e.

Ri chards?

Present.

Rodri guez?
Her e.

Rose?

Her e.

Rosent hal ?

Torres?
Her e.
Treyger?
Her e.
Urich?
Present .
Rosent hal ?
Her e.
Vacca?
Her e.
Val | one?
Her e.
Weprin?

Her e.
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CLERK: WIlians?

W LLI AMS: Here.

CLERK: W LLS
WLLS: Her e.
CLERK: I gni zi 0?

IGNIZIO  Here.

CLERK: Van Braner ?

VAN BRAMER: Here.

CLERK: Speaker Mark-Viverito?

MARK- VI VERI TO. Her e.

[unidentified speaker]: The invocation for
today’s neeting wll be delivered by Bishop Carl os
Jesse of the New Life Covenant Fellowship in
Br ookl yn, New York. Al rise, please.

Bl SHOP JESSE: Before | give the
invocation, | would just like to say it’s an honor
and |I’mthankful for this invitation to share wth
you on this day. Wile we're standing, on
yesterday, we |l ost one of our great literary m nds.
And, so | amgoing to ask if you would be so kind
as to just have a nonent of silence for the life
and the | egacy of Dr. Maya Angel ou. [pause] Thank

you. And, now, | will make you happy tw ce. Happy
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to see ne conme, and happy to see ne go.

Qur Father, and our God, | approach you at this
nmonment in time, to ask your bl essings upon this
City Council, upon the nenbers that gather here to
serve and to do business on behal f of our great
diversity. W ask that you will grant them
conpassion, wisdom in their deliberation and
direction in their decisions on |egislation,
budget, | and use, and oversight. King Sol onon
asked for w sdom and knowl edge. You gave hi mthat
and nore. | ask you to add spiritual insight that
they may see the inpact and the effects, the good
and the ills, the progress and the setbacks of
their decisions that they make for our City. Bless
our Speaker. Bless our Public Advocate and all of
the nmenbers, again. Gant themcreativity to solve
and resolve the issues before them Keep them
hunbl e and rem nd them each day that as they gather
in these hollow chanbers, that they are here not on
their own behalf, but they're here for the voice,

t he voicel ess, the honel ess, the homeowner, the
educat ed, the uneducated, the incarcerated and the

free. Let themknow that their |abor will pay off
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one day. For after all they have done all that
they can do, at the end of the day, let us all hear

You say, “Well done, ny good and faithful

servants.” W ask this in Your wonderful nane.
Anen.

CUMBO Motion to spread the invocation
in full upon the record, wll be today by Counci

Menber, Inez Barron

BARRON: Thank you. If | could have
everyone’s attention. | know we have a | ot going
on. Thank you, so rmuch. | would...just want to say
that, uh, Bishop Carlos Jesse has been known to ne
for many, many, many years. W joined the sane
church, some thirty eight years ago. That’'s the
House of the Lord Church, which was pastored at
that tine by the Reverend Dr. Herbert
Douchy[sic][sp?] 00:41:24 who is, in fact, the
nati onal presiding mnister of The House of the
Lord Churches. He is a graduate of John Dewey Hi gh
School , New York Theol ogi cal Semi nary and hol ds a
Doctorate of Mnistry from Springfield Christian
Col | ege and Theol ogi cal Sem nary. He served as a

pastor at one of the churches in East New York, and
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he al so served as pastor of Brooklyn Tenple

Uni versal Church, in Crown Heights, Brooklyn, under
the | eadership of Dr. Robert
Jigits[sic][sp?]00:41:58 He has, also, for many
years, been an instructor at Universal Bible
Institute and Abundant Life Bible School. And, as
you can see, he has a great sense of hunmor. |If you
are around himfor nore than five mnutes, you wll
be | aughing at sonme appropriate joke. So, | just
ask that we spread the invocation on the record.

And, thank you, so nuch

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO I"d like to, uh,
t hank you for that, Council Menber. | would |ike
to ask ny colleagues, and all in the room to

stand, once again, please. That before we get into
t he agenda today, | wanted to take a nonment, as the
Bi shop did, as well, to acknow edge the passing of
Maya Angel ou, at the age of eighty six. M.
Angel ou grew up as an African American girl in the
Jim Crow South, and rose to beconme one of the nost
noted and celebrated witers of the Twentieth and
Twenty-First Century, receiving the Presidenti al

Medal of Freedomin 2011. Her poetry and nmenoirs
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tell stories of great hope and optimsmin the face
of great oppression and adversity. M. Angelou’s
passing is a great |loss for Anerica, but her
witing will Iive on as a testanent to the Anerican
spirit for generations to cone. Today, we are al so
recogni zi ng and renenber Katherine Abate, who
passed away at the age of sixty six, on May 17'".
Kat herine Abate served as a New York State Senator,
Conmi ssi oner of the New York City...and, uh, a
Conmi ssioner of the New York City Corrections
Departnent. After |eaving public office, Ms. Abate
dedi cated many years to fighting for reproductive
heal th progranms and providing nedical care to the
nost underserved anong us. So, | would like to ask
nmy col |l eagues to join us in another nonent of
silence for both Ms. Angel ou and Ms. Abate. [pause]
SPEAKER MARK VI VERI TO. Gracias. Thank you.
[1° unidentified male]: Adoption of minutes?
[ 2" unidentified male]: None.
[ 15" unidentified male]: Messages and papers from
t he Mayor?
[2" unidentified male]: Pre-considered M65, City

Tax Rates...[cross talk][interruption]
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SPEAKER MARK-VI VERI TO Sorry...State and Federa
| egi slation. Apol ogi es.
[2" unidentified male]: Pre-considered M 66,
I nvestments by Local Governnents.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO. State and Feder al
| egi sl ation.
[2" unidentified male]: Pre-considered M 67,
subm tting Meenakshi Srinivasan for appointnment to
t he Landmar ks Preservati on Comm ssi on.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO Rul es, privileges, and
el ecti ons.

[unidentified speaker]: Comrunication from
City County and Borough O fices.

[unidentified speaker]: M68, Submtting John
Fl at eau for Conm ssioner of Elections.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO Rul es, privileges and
el ecti ons.

[unidentified speaker]: Petitions and
conmuni cati ons?

[unidentified speaker]: None.

[unidentified speaker]: Land Use Call-Ups?

[unidentified speaker]: M 69.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO Rol | call.
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CHI N:
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COHEN:
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Arroyo?
Barron?
Aye.
Cabrera?
Aye.

Chi n?
Aye.
Cohen?
Aye.

Const anti ni des?

CONTANTI NI DES:  Yes.

CLERK:

CORNEGY:

CLERK:

CROWNLEY:

CLERK:

CUMBO.

CLERK:

DEUTSCH:

CLERK:

DI CKENS:

CLERK:

DROWM

Cor negy?
Aye.
Crow ey?
Aye.
Cunbo?
Aye.

Deut sch?
Aye.

Di ckens?
Aye.

Dr orm?

Aye.
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Espi nal ?
Aye.
Eugene?
Aye.
Ferreras?
Aye.

Gar odni ck?
Aye.
Gentil e?

Aye.
G bson?
Aye.

G eenfiel d?

GREENFI ELD:  Aye.

CLERK:

JOHNSON

CLERK:

KALLGCS:

CLERK:

Kl NG

CLERK:

KOO

CLERK:

Johnson?
Aye.
Kal | 0s?
Aye.

Ki ng?
Aye

Koo?
Aye.

Kosl owitz?
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Aye.
Lancrman?
Aye.
Lander ?
Aye.
Levin?
Aye.
Levi ne?
Aye.

Mai sel ?
Aye.
Mat t eo?
Aye.
Meal y?
Menchaca?
Aye.
Mendez?
Aye.
Mller?
Aye.

Pal ma?
Aye.

Reynoso?
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Aye.
Ri chards?
Aye.
Rodri guez?
Aye.
Rose?
Aye.
Rosent hal ?
Aye.
Eugen?
Aye.
Torres?
Aye.
Treyger?
Aye.
Urich?
Aye.
Vacca?
Aye.
Val | one?
Aye.
Weprin?

Aye.

39




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

STATED MEETI NG 40

CLERK: WIlianms?

W LLI AMS: Aye.

CLERK: WIls?

WLLS: M. Mjority Leader, | would
like to permission to vote on all Land Use Call -
Ups, um general order calendar, itens, as far
as, and as well as Resolutions?

MAJORI TY LEADER: Yes, perm ssion granted.

WLLS: Okay. Thank you, very much. |

vote, aye on all

CLERK: | gni zi 0?
IGNIZIO Aye.
CLERK: Van Braner?

VAN BRAMER  Aye.

CLERK: Speaker Mark-Viverito?

MARK- VI VERI TGO | vote aye.

[unidentified speaker]: Today’ s Land Use
Call -Ups were adopted by a vote of 48 in the
affirmative, zero in the negative.
Communi cations fromthe Speaker. [background
noi se/ t al ki ng]

SPEAKER MARK-VIVERITO. | want to thank

Counci | Menber, Gentile for hol ding down the
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fort. It’s good to see our Public Advocate and,
you know, there’s been a lot of..before | begin
my speaker’s tinme, there’s been a | ot of debate
recently, on an issue that’s of utnost

i nportance, it’s not on our cal endar of

| egislation, but | definitely wanted to call to
order a piece of legislation and put it on our
next order of business; which would be

i ntroducing |legislation that woul d designate
yogurt, the official snack of the city Council.
[laughs] | would like to make that Motion.

[ appl ause] [unidentified female]: | second.

MAJORI TY LEADER: Madam Speaker. Madam

Speaker, as the Majority Leader, | second that
Mot i on.

[unidentified nale]: Madam Speaker,
I"d like to propose a friendly anmendnent. | want

to make sure we have a Kosher option
SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TGO Thank...[cross tal k]
W LLI AVES: Madam Speaker, as a nenber
of | eadership, 1'd |like to propose ny favorite
snack, Crunch ‘N Munch, buttery toffee, to be

exact .




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

STATED MEETI NG 42

[unidentified fenal e] Speaker ??: 00:49:17 Madam
Speaker, |’mnot sure about that, Jumaane, that’s
too crunchy for our seniors. W need an age-
friendly snack. How about bananas?

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO. (oo, ooh, Iike
banana muffins, honmenmade.

[unidentified mal e]: Madam Speaker,
pl ease. Wth the obesity problemin this Gty,
| adi es and gentl enmen, shouldn’t we be talking
about, light yogurt, please?

[unidentified nale]: I think we need
to do a survey of our districts, get their
f eedback, and | volunteer to introduce
| egislation for Rules Commttee.

[unidentified male]WIIlians?: Madam
Speaker, | propose we hold a conpetition with the
five Chanbers of Commerce to select a snack from
one of our many small busi nesses. [gavel]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Order, order, order,
order, order, order. |'’mpresiding over this
neeting because | already put in an LS request to
desi gnate Fro-Yo, [laughs] as the official snack

of the Gty Council. [laughs] Al in favor, say
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aye. [appl ause]

SPEAKER MARK-VI VERI TGO  There we go.
Alright. Light-hearted nonment. Thank you all.
Un that tinme provided by the Cty Council inner
circle, thank you very much to everyone. Now,
onto our serious business. Hopefully, everybody
knows and has a sense of hunor, knows what we
were referencing there. So, getting back down to
busi ness. Today, we are voting on our
conpr ehensi ve vision zero package, which includes
el even bills and six resolutions that will nake
our streets safer for pedestrians, bicyclists,
and notorists. W wll be requiring the
Departnment of Transportation to repair or replace
traffic signals within twenty four hours of
receiving notice that a signal is damaged or
mssing. WII require the Departnent of
Transportation to conduct a review of safety
gui del i nes for work zones on bridges, and present
their findings to the Council. WII pass
| egislation that requires the establishnment of
seven 20 m | e per hour nei ghborhood sl ow zones,

this year, and an additional seven, next year.
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We are going to outlaw reckless, notorist stunt
behavi ors, such as, wheelies, donuts and
burnouts, on our streets. W are going to hold
taxi and |inousine comm ssion, licensed drivers,
accountabl e to safe driving standards by
requiring that accidents resulting in death or
critical injury be properly investigated. W are
al so going to nandate that the taxi and |inousine
conmi ssi on di scl ose detailed information and
statistics about all traffic accidents and
violations, and require it that drivers be held
accountabl e for their violation points, both by
the TLC and the State Departnent of Mbtor
Vehicles. W are going to create penalties for
drivers who injure bicyclists and pedestrians by
not yielding to their right of way. And, we are
going to require that the Departnent of
Transportation’s pre-existing conprehensive study
of pedestrian fatalities and critical injuries be
expanded to include an in-depth | ook at accidents
resulting fromleft turns, and accidents
occurring on arterial streets. Two areas that

account for a heavily disproportionate nunber of
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tragic crashes and accidents. Additionally, we
have a resolution that calls upon the State
Legislature to increase the penalty for reckless
driving that results in death or serious injury
as well as a resolution to increase penalties for
| eavi ng the scene of an accident, with reporting
the accident to authorities.

We have anot her resol ution asking the
State to increase the penalty for driving on
si dewal ks, and calling for such an infraction to
result in three points being added to the
driver’s license. In addition, we are asking
that the State in that |egislation giving New
York City control of our own speed canera
program and our own red |ight program

And, our final resolution in this safety
package, calls upon the State to nake it a
m sdeneanor for a driver to injure a pedestrian
or bicyclist or failing to exercise due care. |
want to thank all of ny colleagues for their work
on this legislation. Cbviously, the staff as
well. 1t's been a Citywide effort with nultiple

hearings and town hall neetings held in every
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borough. | want to thank the |egislative staff
who have done a trenendous job on this package.
I want to thank Laura Popal[sp?] Tiers Enaser
[sp?], Lyle Frank, Jonathan Maserano[sp?] and
Gat hor Zal of f[sp?] [ phonetic]. And, | also want
to conmend the | eadership of our Transportation
Chair, Ydonis Rodriguez. And, | would [ike him
to speak a few m nutes on these neasures.

RODRI GUEZ: Thank you, Speaker for
your | eadership on helping us to nove this
package of legislation. 1| also, would |ike thank
Mayor DeBl asio for the | evel of collaboration
that we are so..we are able to create on getting
some of those bills noving forward. Today, is a
proud day for the Transportation Conmittee, and,
| believe, for the entire Council. After two
hearings, five Town Hall neetings held across the
Cty, and many conversations with the public,
including fam |y menbers on the victins of
traffic crashes; we are voting on eleven bills
and six resolutions related to reduction,
reducing traffic deaths in our City to zero.

am so grateful to everyone who worked on these
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bills. M colleagues, the Speaker, Melissa Mark-
Viverito, her team especially Laura Popa and her
great commttee staff, Lyle Frank, Jonathan

Maser ano, and Gathor Zal off, and ny staff, Rosa
Mur phy and Johnny Arojp [sp?]. | must also
acknow edge the dedication of the famlies of the
victinms of traffic crashes in the group.

Fam lies for safer streets, they’ ve been the
hero. You were our inspiration as we worked
toward this nonent, and we want to be sure that
no parents, sibling or fam |y nenbers ever have
to go through the pain you have suffered. W
know that this is not over though. W have nore
work to do, and we in the Council will continue
to fight to make our streets as safe as possible.
W will go to Albany to let our State | eaders
know how i nportant street safety neasures are in
New York City, and why we nust have control of a
speed Iimt and a speed and red |ight canera.
This is the nost basic role that we, as Council,
can play, protecting the lives of our residence
in New York City. And, | think that we are going
a long way in neeting those goals today. Thank

you.
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SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO Thank you,
Ydanis. The Council will also be voting on six
Land Use itens for zoning and devel opnent in the
Cty. | wuld like to thank the Land Use
Conmittee for these itenms and acknow edge the
commttee staffers, Gail Benjam n, Peter
Janesi k[ sp?], Any Levitan, and Ann MCoy for
their work on these applications.

In addition, we have a bill out of the
Fi nance Commttee that will offer property tax
abatenment to honme owners whose assessed property
val ue has increased due to repairs on their
property as a result of having damage from
Hurricane Sandy. This will provide relief to
owners of 1,458 repaired or restored buil dings.
I would like to thank the Finance Conmittee
staff, Tanisha Edwards and Enory Edev|[sp?] for
their work on this bill. And, | would like to
call on this bill’s sponsor, Mnority Leader,
Vinny lgnizio to speak about this bill.

IGNI ZI O Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Today was a historic day for you, and |, and

Governor, and the Mayor. You know, this is what
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government is all about. |It’s what the public
expects fromus. |It’s what they shoul d expect
fromus. And, we all cane together, republicans,
denocrats, |iberals, conservatives, and said, put
all the | abels aside, we gotta pass a bill to
hel p these people. There is a cork in the | aw
whi ch mandated those that fixed their honmes from
Sandy, to be taxed at an incessantly higher rate
because the capital inprovenents woul d be subject
to 100% tax. | brought that idea that we need
fix this to the Speaker, Myor DeBl asi o, CGovernor
Cuonmo, ny friend, Senator Lanza, and our friends
in the Assenbly. And, every one of themsaid, we
gotta fix this, and we gotta fix this now And,

| amreally appreciative for everyone' s support
on the bill, for this Council |eading the way,
and for all of us to look to the future about how
we can have a nore permanent fix to those that
are facing this issue. In essence, we nade the
hones of ...but prior to this bill, we were making
the honmes of those that um were so hit hard by
Sandy, less affordable for the famlies to

actually live in them Soneone in ny district
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got atax bill, it’s 30% higher. And, we will be
able to go back to the average reduction, will be
about $1,100.00. So, um | want to thank the
staff as well. People worked very, very hard on
this bill. The Speaker and | pl edged that we
woul d come up with a fix, and we did. And, |
appreciate her partnership on this bill, as well
as the Mayor’s office, and the Governor, and
Senat or Lanza, and Assenblyman Silver for really
working on this. And, um on our local staff, we
have people who work so hard for this Council
Tani sha Edwards, Enory Edev, Brandon Landtree and
Peter Spencer fromny office. W did areally
good thing today, and | amreally proud to be a
menber of this body. Thank you very nuch for
this tinme, Madam Speaker.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO. Thank you,
Mnority Leader. W also have two resol utions
related to honoring and supporting our mlitary
veterans. The first of which, sponsored by
Counci | Menber, Arroyo and nyself, calls upon the
President to sign legislation that woul d award

Bori nqueneers the Congressional Gold Medal, the
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hi ghest civilian honor awarded by Congress, for
their service and sacrifices. The Borinqueneers,
al so known as the 65thh Infantry Regi nent, was a
United States Arny unit based in Puerto Rico,
renowned for its service during Wrld Var 1,
Wrld War 11, and the Korean War. The

Bori nqueneers becane on the nost decorated units
that fought in the Korean War, all while facing
di scrimnation, harassnent, and even persecution
by the country it was defending. It is |ong past
time that they be given the recognition they
deserve. And, | hope to see the President act on
this Resolution swiftly.

The other resolution we are voting on is
sponsored by Council Menber, Urich, and calls
upon the State Governnent to allow all veterans,
regardl ess of what era they served in, to
participate in the mlitary service buy-back
program Enpl oyees of New York State who have
previous public service can receive credit for
that service towards their retirenment by
purchasing credit, a process known as buy-back.

Under current State |aw, veterans can buy-back
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mlitary service, but only if their service
occurred during listed periods of conflict. This
Resolution will urge the State to correct that
and | et our veterans take advantage of the buy-
back programfor all their tine spent in service
tothe US Mlitary. | want to thank the staff
that worked on this, Kelly Taylor, Terz Anaser
[ phonetic] 1: 00: 01 and Rednond Haskins. And, |
woul d li ke to recogni ze Council Menber, Urich,
Chair of the Veterans Conmittee, and prine
sponsor of this bill, to say a few words.

ULRI CH: Thank you, Madam Speaker. And,
t hank you to ny coll eagues who are supporting
this Resolution, calling upon the State
Legi sl ature to pass and the Governor to sign
Senate bill 4714 and the Assenbly version 6974,
sponsored by State Senator, Bill Larkin, and
Assenbly Menber, Any Paulin, respectively. This
| egi sl ation, as you expl ained so el oquently,
Speaker, would allow veterans who rendered peace
time in the mlitary service to purchase, to
essentially buy-back and apply up to three years

credit towards New York’s retirenent systens.
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The current |law permts active public enployees
who serve in the nmilitary during specific
conflicts to purchase up to three years credit
for their mlitary service. As aresult, the
law, in current form excludes nany peace tine
vet erans, and even sone who served during other
conflicts fromDesert Storm Bosnia, and up to
the present day. |It’s an inportant piece of

| egi sl ation, al so, because wonen veterans, female
veterans are also currently at a di sadvant age
because they do not normally, and have not,

hi storically, assuned conbat roles, and as a
result, they were unable to purchase, a | ot of
the time that they served defendi ng our country
and performng very inportant jobs. So, it’'s an
important bill that recognizes the value of al
veterans’ service to our country, would all ow
themto take that tine and translate it into the
retirenent system purchase credit, and get the
recognition and the respect that they deserve.
We are voting today to urge Albany to pass it.
W are sending a very inportant nmessage and, we

are supporting the veterans, over two hundred
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t housand veterans, which we all represent
t hroughout the Gty of the New York. Thank you

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TGO Thank you, Counci
Menber, Urich. And, with that, end
conmuni cation fromthe Speaker

PUBLI C ADVCCATE: Di scussi on of GCener al
Orders. Council Menber, Rosenthal.

ROSENTHAL : Thank you, Public Advocate.
Un I'’mrising today to tal k about Cooper’s Law.
And, as many of you know, | met Cooper’s Stock’s
not her, two days after he was tragically killed
by a taxi cab driver, while crossing the street
with the Iight, holding the hand of his father.
The taxi cab driver failed to yield, and took
Cooper Stock’s life. Through her tears, his
not her, Dana Lerner, said one of her worst fears
was the possibility that she would get into a
taxi with the exact same driver who killed her
son. By passing Cooper’s Law today, we will give
the TLC, the tool it needs to get these drivers
off the road. To be clear, Cooper’s Law only
applies in an extrenely serious traffic crashes

where soneone’s |life has been tragically ended,
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or soneone has been critically injured to the
extent that their life is in serious danger. |If
a professional TLC driver kills or seriously
i njures soneone, because that driver violated a
traffic law, they should not be behind the wheel
of a vehicle, if we are serious about changing
the tone on our streets. There needs to be real
consequences for serious violations such as
these. | thank nmy coll eagues for their support
of Cooper’s Law. M vote today to pass Cooper’s
Law and this package of Vision Zero rel ated
bills, is in honor of Cooper Stock and his famly
and all those who have suffered the tragic
consequences of losing a loved one in a traffic
crash. | want to thank Madam Public Advocat e,
Ti sh Janes, and express ny thanks to Madam
Speaker, Mark-Viverito and to Chair Rodriguez for
his | eadership on the Transportation Conmttee.
Thank you

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Council Menber, Cabrera.

CABRERA: Thank you so much, Public
Advocate. | am honored to support the Vision

pl an by sponsoring Intro. No. 46. This bill
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addresses the Cityw de issue of broken traffic
control signals. On February 17, 2014, the New
York Daily News reported that a crosswal k sign,

i n Kensi ngton, Brooklyn, had a pictogramthat

i ndi cated pedestrians to hold and wal k at the
same tinme. This led to a conplaint file, which
was cl osed, only after three days, when the Gty
clainmed that the pictogram had been fixed. 1In
reality, the problemcontinued and it took the
City over a nonth to correct the crosswal k sign.
When devices that are nmade to safeguard |ives
becone a hazard, it is inperative that pronpt
auctioning, great nmeasures be taken in order to
reduce and prevent pedestrian death. Intro. No.
46 will mandate adm nistrative code and New York
City to mandate that all m ssing or damaged
traffic signals be repaired within twenty four
hours after the initial notice. Furthernore,
DOT. will be required to maintain a | og book of
the dates and tinmes it is notified of a

mal functioning traffic control signal.
Specifically, the log will include the date and

the tine when the notice is received, when the
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signal is repaired, or determine that a repair is
not necessary. | urge ny colleagues to vote in
favor of this inportant |egislation that plays an
integral part in inproving pedestrian traffic
safety. | want to thank Madam Speaker, and Chair
Rodri guez for all your help and for making our
Cty safer. Thank you so nuch

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you. Report of
Speci al Commttees?

CLERK??1: 06: 18 None.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Reports of Standing
Commi tt ees?

CLERK: Report of the Conmmttee on
Fi nance. Pre-considered Intro. 360, tax
abat enent .

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TG Coupl ed on
General Orders.

CLERK: Pre-consi dered Reso. 256,
Organi zat i on Fundi ng.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TG Coupl ed on
General Oders.

CLERK: Pre-consi dered LU 77 and Reso.

265, and LU- 78 and Reso. 266.
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SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO Coupl ed on
General Orders.

CLERK: Report of the Commttee on Land
Use LU 58 and Reso. 267, Udat[sic], Brooklyn.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO Coupl ed on
General Orders.

CLERK: LU-59 and Reso. 268, Sidewal k
Caf é.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO Coupl ed on
General Orders.

CLERK: LU- 66 and Reso. 269, Udat,
Manhat t an.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO Coupl ed on
General Orders.

CLERK: LU- 67 and Reso. 270, and LU 69
and Reso. 272.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TG Coupl ed on
General Orders.

CLERK: LU- 73 and Reso. 273, and LU 74
and Reso. 274.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TG Coupl ed on
General Orders.

CLERK: Report of the Commttee on State and
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Federal |egislation. Pre-considered M65, City

Taxes.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO Coupl ed on
General O ders.

CLERK: Pre-consi dered M 66, |nvestnents
by Local CGovernnents.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO Coupl ed on
General Oders.

CLERK: Report of the Commttee on
Transportation, Intro. 43-A through Intro. 238,
Intro. 43-A, 46-A, 80-A 140-A 167-A, 168-A
171-A, 174-A, and 238-A, Vision Zero |egislation.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO Amended and
coupl ed on General Orders.

CLERK: Intro. 272-A, TLC Persi stent
Vi ol at ors Program

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO Amended and
coupl ed on Ceneral Orders, with a nessage of
necessity.

CLERK: Intro. 277-A, TLC Crash Dat a.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO Anmended and
coupl ed on General Orders.

CLERK: On the General Order cal endar, Resol ution
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appoi nting various persons, Conmm ssioner of
Deeds.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO Coupl ed on
General Orders. And, at this tine, | ask for a
roll call vote on all itenms on the Coupled
General Order cal endar.

CLERK: Arroyo?

CLERK: Barron?

BARRON: Aye.

CLERK: Cabrera?

CABRERA: No, on 272-A, aye on the Reso.

CLERK: Chi n?

CHI N: Aye, on all.
CLERK: Cohen?

COHEN: Aye.

CLERK: Const anti ni des?

CONTANTI NI DES: Madam Publ i ¢ Advocate, may

| be...pl ease, be excused to explain ny vote?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Yes.

CONSTANTI NI DES: | will be voting aye,
on all. Um but | do have sonme concerns about
Intro. 171. | first, want to congratul ate the

Council on the great work that we’'re doi ng today,
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we are really taking back our streets. But, on
171, 1 do have sone concerns, | know we can get
through. |If we want to keep our streets safe, we
need to make sure we hold drivers accountable. W
al so need to nake sure that everyone has ful

di scretion to get things done through the

adm ni strative process and due process. So, | wll
be voting aye, on all, just to express on that
concern.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you. May we

have sonme quite in the Chanbers, please? Continue
with the vote.

CLERK: Cor negy?

CORNEGY: Perm ssion to explain ny vote?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Yes.

CORNEGY: So, as a pedestrian, a cyclist
and a father who often wal ks my young children to
t heir nei ghborhood schools, | strongly support the
public safety goals underlying the Vision Zero
bills we are voting on today, and, will vote in
favor of the package. At the sane tine, | have
| earned a great deal fromthe contention’s effort

to inplenment a slow zone Bedford-Stuyvesant. The
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proposal to support it by sone residents, including
a strong contingent of parents, of pre-school aged
children, concerned about the risk, speeding cars
pose to their children, their kids and al

children. On the other side, our comunity nenbers
that DDOT. did not maintain open and honest

comruni cation during the planning process, reliably
answer ed questions about potential trade-offs, or
based their decision nmaking on the reliable data.
And, for those folks in the mddle, for exanple,
principals concerned about speed linmts in their
school s, and equally concerned about car exhaust
that contributes to asthnma rates. Conmunity based
decision making is difficult, and it can be
enotional, but it’s also what our denocratic
process is about. | believe the discussion in Bed-
Stuy is already |eading to greater respect and
under st andi ng bet ween nei ghbors and our
increasingly diverse community. At its core,

Vi sion Zero seeks to create a cultural change in
our bustling Cty, making safety a priority in al
our thinking. This change will not occur if

communi ties feel that these changes are inposed on
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them rat her than bei ng devel oped in collaboration
with them | vote in favor of today’s bills with
t he understanding that with respect to the creation
of sl ow zones, Departnent of Transportation wll
conti nue working to build consensus wi thin our
communi ties, respect the decisions of our hard
wor ki ng vol unteer conmunity boards, and share

rel evant data and other basis for decisions in a
truly transparent fashion. 1In this way, everyone

has a stake in these issues, will feel that they

have a voice that is heard and respected. | vote
aye, on all

CLERK: Crow ey?

CROALEY: | vote aye, on all. | want to

t hank the Speaker, ny coll eagues for making
transportation safety a priority. | amhonored to
support two resolutions that we are...to sponsor two
resolutions that we are voting on today that wll
hold drivers nore accountable, that will nmake them
think twi ce about driving recklessly, and at the
end of the day, strengthen the |aw for those who
hurt or endanger the lives others. Unfortunately,

15% of traffic crashes has drivers |eaving the
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scene of the accident or the crash, and uh, wth
this legislation, we would make it a nore severe

penalty to | eave the scene of the crine...the scene

of the accident. So, | vote aye, and uh, thank
you.
PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you.
CLERK: Cunbo?
CUMBO Perm ssion to explain ny vote?
PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Yes.
CUMBO | want to first, publicly, thank

all of ny colleagues. Being in the 35'" Counci
District, with Atlantic Avenue, and Eastern

Par kway, are sone of the npbst dangerous

t horoughfares in New York City. And, in ny short
time as a council nenber, we’ve had a nunber of
fatalities there. And, so, | thank you so nmuch for
this opportunity earlier in the adm nistration to
gi ve those fam lies, who have suffered through

t hese tragedi es, an opportunity to know that we are
wor king to nake sure that this doesn’t happen
again, particularly, to a child or a senior, who
are our nmost vulnerable. I, with the exception of

167...one of the challenges that | have in that, is




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

STATED MEETI NG 65

that comng fromthe East Flatbush comunity where
| was born and raised, nmany young peopl e uh,
participate in notorcycle or club culture. And, |
think that sonme of the challenges will be, is that
many of them could suffer inprisonnment of not nore
than six nonths or significant fines or both. And,
| feel that this could be very detrinental to many
young people, particularly, that in the sunmertine
or at Jones Beach and ot her places, where they nay
congregate or gather together, that the type of
behavi or on the notorcycles could pose a serious
chall enge. And, | would hate to see so many young
peopl e of color inprisoned for activities that are
happeni ng over the summer. So, that is ny vote.

Aye, on all the rest, with the exception of 167.

PUBLI C ADVCCATE: Counci | Menber, Cunbo,
are you voting no on that bill or an abstention?

CUMBO No.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you.

CLERK: Deut sch?

DEUTSCH: Aye, on all.
CLERK: Di ckens?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: How do you vote?
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DI CKENS:  Aye.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you.
CLERK: Dr onm??

DROVM Aye, on all.

CLERK: Espi nal ?

ESPINAL: Pernission to explain nmy vote?

PUBLI C ADVCCATE: Yes.
ESPINAL: | would like to explain ny vote
on 171-A. | just have to say that | am pl eased

to see the anendnent to...the anendnent to see to
give TLC the discretion to make the deterni nation

whet her or not a fatal car crash, whether they

shoul d revoke a driver’s license. And, | vote
aye, on all.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you.

CLERK: Eugene?

EUCGENE: | vote aye.

CLERK: Ferreras?

FERRERAS: | vote aye.

CLERK: Gar odni ck?

GARODNI CK: Madam Public Advocate, a
nonent to explain ny vote?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Yes.
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GARODNI CK: Thank you. | just wanted
to congratulate all of ny colleagues for their
i ntroduction of this package of bills on Vision
Zero, an initiative which is an extrenely
i mportant one for all of us. And, |I will support
all of the bills on today’s agenda. | did want
to note and to echo the comments of ny coll eague,
Counci | Menber, Espinal, that on 171-A there were
some questions and concerns raised at the hearing
this norning about the questions of definition of
cause of an accident and the process by which a
determ nation is nmade that an action was, in
fact, the cause of a crash. And, so, as a
result, Council Menber, Rosenthal, who is the
sponsor and to her great credit, has expressed
willingness to take a | ook at sone | anguage to be
able to revisit and to address sonme of those
concerns. | appreciate that very nuch, and
know t hat ny col |l eagues on the Conmittee and
ot hers appreciate that too. And, also, to
Speaker Mark-Viverito, we thank you for hearing
t hose questions and al so, for your willingness to

have that conversation. But, fundanentally, I
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think that is a good and right bill, but we' ve
t hose uh, um subsequent corrections, | believe,
that it wll be exactly where it needs to be.
And, with that, I will vote aye, on the entire
package. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you.

CLERK: Gentile?

GENTILE: Wth ny congratulations to all,
| vote yes, rule except on, um 171-A, despite
t he amendnent, | still have concerns about the
summary suspension. So, | wll abstain on 171-A

CLERK: G bson?

G BSON: Perm ssion to explain ny vote?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Yes.

G BSON: Thank you, Madam Public
Advocate. | want to comrend the Speaker and al
of my coll eagues for just the incredible package
of Vision Zero related bills, and certainly, the
Sandy recovery bill as well, for many of our
honeowners. And, | amextrenely proud to have
joined with our Transportation Chair, Counci
Menber, Rodriguez, in hosting a nunber of Vision

Zero town host throughout the entire City,
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recogni zing that this Vision Zero is a platform
to stimulate conversation and to really hear from
all New Yorkers on how we coll ectively work
together, with all stakeholders to reduce traffic
injuries and fatalities across the City. | am
really proud of a lot of the bills that we have
put forth with a lot of input. And, | will be
voting aye, on all, with the exception of Intro.
171-A. | do want to learn a little bit nore
about that, and | know there have been changes
t hat have been nmade. | wll abstain on that, and
I will be voting aye on all. And, | congratul ate
all of ny colleagues on this incredible
partnership. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you.

CLERK: G eenfiel d?

GREENFI ELD: May | explain nmy vote?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Yes.

GREENFI ELD: Thank you. | amvery
excited today to be passing a piece of
| egislation | introduced back in 2011. And, this
| egislation would require New York City to

establ i sh seven nei ghborhood sl ow zones in the
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years 2014 and 2015. And, also, to establish
fifty school slow zones per year. And, part of
what we’'re doing is that once we concl ude the

nei ghbor hood sl ow zones in 2015, we are going to
ask the DO T. to give us a report that wll
actually give us the breakdown of the
effectiveness of these slow zones. | just want
to note and thank especially the Speaker. It is
certainly refreshing that we are able to get this
legislation to see the light of day. | want to
thank Chair, Ydanis Rodriguez. | traveled with
himto Al bany the other week, to advocate on
behal f of, in general, allowing the City of New
York to control its only traffic destiny. And, I
al so want to thank Chair, Vanessa G bson, because
one of the things that | have been saying for
years, is that, this isn't just a transportation
issue, it’s a public safety issue. And, years
ago, when we told folks in New York Gty that we
could lower crinme and | ower the nurder rate,
peopl e | aughed and they said it was inpossible.
And, when we started a few years ago, and we said

that we could | ower the crash rate and we coul d
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| ower the rate of pedestrians getting killed,
peopl e said that was inpossible, and we are
proving themwong. And, so, it’s an exciting
day. And, | also, of course, want to thank the
out standi ng staff who worked with, Lyle Frank and
Lauro Popa for their great late night work to
make sure that this entire package of |egislation
was passed. Thank you very nuch

CLERK: Johnson?

JOHNSON:  Perm ssion to explain ny vote?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Yes.

JOHNSON: | amvery proud today to support
this package of bills. And, | really want to
comrend the hard and grueling work nost it, and
not the sexiest part of Gty governnent, | ooking
at traffic and transportation details of two, uh,
Ydani s Rodriguez, the Chair of the Commttee,
Speaker Mark-Viverito, and all the fol ks that
have put forward these smart bills. | want to
echo the coments of ny coll eague, Counci
Menber, Cornegy, in saying that it is ny hope
that on sonme of these pieces of |egislation, that

when they becone |aw, and are part of the
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adm ni strative code, we ensure that |oca
communities are worked with, because typically,

| ocal nei ghborhoods and bl ock associ ati ons and
comruni ty boards know where the trouble spots
are, know where the Departnent of Transportation
needs to focus. And, sone of these things really

matter, depending on the block you re on, and the

t horoughfare you're on. So, | ama supporter of
these bills. | think it’s the first step. This
is a public safety issue. It’s also a public

health issue, in ensuring that people are going
to be safe in our streets. And, we have to nake
sure that accident data is reported accurately
fromhospitals, whether it be bicyclists,
pedestrians, or people who are in vehicles. Wth
that, | congratulate ny colleagues. And, | vote
aye, on all.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Council Menber, how do

you vote?
JOHNSON: | vote aye, on all.
PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you.
CLERK: Kal | 0s?

KALLGCS: Aye, on all.
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CLERK: Ki ng?

Kl NG Perm ssion to explain ny vote?
PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Yes.

Kl NG First, I want to congratul ate

everybody that had something to do with making
sure that Vision Zero starts off right. As a
driver, in the Gty of New York, who respects the
driving laws, | know we all do, | am I ooking
forward to not only voting aye on all of these

| egi slations, but I amlooking forward to a
spirited debate as we just started hol ding
drivers accountable for being on the roads, but
then we start hol ding pedestrians accountabl e for
texting and wal king blindly on the streets of New

York also. So, that’s sonmething | think we

should look at. | know that would actually, nake
Vision Zero a real Vision Zero. So, | thank and
congratul ate everyone. And, | vote aye, on all

CLERK: Koo?

KOG Aye.

CLERK: Kosl ow t z?

KOSLOW TZ: Before | vote, | would like to

take this opportunity to congratulate ny Chief of
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Staff, Vicky Morales, on her forthcom ng marriage
this Sunday. And, | vote aye, on all.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you.

Congratul ations Ms. Morales. Did she say the
fourth marriage or on your forthcom ng marriage?
[laughs] Congratul ations. Continue the vote.

CLERK: Lancman?

LANCMAN:  Aye, on all.

CLERK: Lander ?

LANDER: Perm ssion to explain ny vote?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Yes.

LANDER: Thank you. | really want to
congratul ate the Speaker and Chair Rodriguez and
everyone who worked on these bills. | want to
note in the package, at the beginning, there was
a bill that would have required the NYPD to post
crash data online in a map-abl e and downl oadabl e
format. The Council had actually already passed
bills requiring it, but previously, the NYPD had
not been willing to do so, Local Law 11 of 2012
and Local Law 12 of 2011. The Open Data Law and
Crash Data Law passed by Council Menbers, Gail

Brewer and Jessica Lappin. And, | amvery
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pl eased that the NYPD and the adm nistration not
only noved quickly, and already have put the
crash data information online, but sent us a
letter making clear that that is in conpliance
with those laws. So, in addition to all the
sponsors of today’s bills, | just want to give
shout -outs to fornmer council nenbers, Gail Brewer
and Jessica Lappin because they are al so part of
our Vision Zero history-nmaking, today, with this
package. | proudly vote aye, on all

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you.

CLERK: Levi n?

LEVI N: Perm ssion to explain nmy vote?

PUBLI C ADVCCATE: Yes, sir.

LEVI N: Thank you. | just want to offer
nmy congratul ations to the Speaker, Chair
Rodri guez, and to all the sponsors of these
bills, as well as, offer ny thanks to all the
famlies that testified to the Transportation
Conmittee and have worked with the Counci
Menbers in support of these bills. Those
famlies who have | ost | oved ones, who have

di spl ayed remar kabl e courage in the face of
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unbel i evabl e tragedy. And, so, | want to
acknow edge their hard work and thank them for
their tenacity and for their courage. And, |
vote aye, on all

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you.

CLERK: Levi ne?

LEVI NE: Madam Speaker, perm ssion... Madam
Publ i ¢ Advocate, permission to explain ny vote?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Yes.

LEVI NE: Thank you. | want to al so
congrat ul at e Speaker, as well as, [ Spanish]
Rodri guez, forth their work in shepherding this
package forward. And, | want to express ny
support, in particular, for Intro. 117, which
calls on the State to grant New York City the
right to control its own speed canera program
There is a pilot programin place, allowng us to
put speed caneras in twenty school zones. And,
in the first four nonths of this year, it has
al ready recorded 14,000 drivers goi ng above the
speed |imt. Cearly, this programis needed and
effective. The State recently granted us an

expansi on of this program
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to cover 140 school zones, but this is...these
caneras will only be in effect right before,
during, and right after school. And, we cannot
pl ace them out si de of school zones. Furthernore,
there is over a thousand school buildings in New
York City, and this conmes nowhere near to neeting
our full need, which is why we are calling on the
State to sinply grant us the right to control
this program W know that Al bany has deni ed
self-rule to New York City and so nany donai ns,
red regul ation, incone taxes, but, uh, it’s the
hei ght of absurdity that we can’t even determ ne
the | ocation of a speed canera, here in the five
boroughs. VWiich is why | am proud to support
this Reso. and the entire package, and proudly
vote aye. Thank you.

CLERK: Mai sel ?

MAI SEL: Aye, on all.

CLERK: Mat t eo?

MATTEO No, on M 65, aye on the rest.

CLERK: Meal y?

CLERK: Menchaca?

MENCHACA: Perm ssion to explain my vote?
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PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Yes.

MENCHACA: | want to echo all the sentinent
of just pride, being part of the Cty Council and
the work that the Transportation Conmmttee and
our Chair, Ydanis Rodriguez, and our Speaker, and
the staff, including ny staff, Lee Wellington and
G na Ronowi t z[ sp?] [ phonetic] who have been really
| ooking at such a long |ist of conprehensive
bills. W have had questions about due process
and meking sure that we are fair throughout this
work that we are doing. |, uh, want to continue
to echo that sentinent as well as we nove forward
in inplenentation of these bills and, |ook to
review the work fromthese bills. Just |ast week
i n Redhook on Vanbrunt[sp?] [phonetic]01l:26: 32
Street we had a collision between a car and a
pedestrian, not a |lot of fanfare, and it
continues to rem nd us about the work that we
have to do in our local comunities in our
districts. And, so, with pride, | vote aye, on
al | .

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you. May we
have sonme quite in the Chanbers, please? Thank

you.
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CLERK: Mendez?

VENDEZ: Aye, on all.

CLERK: MIler?
M LLER: Perm ssion to explain nmy vote?
PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Yes.

M LLER As it was said today, | sit here
wWth great pride, in this Council, for taking
great strides in sonething that is not sexy.
Public safety of our pedestrians in our
communities, in general. | want to thank the
Speaker for her |eadership, and | particularly,
want to thank nmy Chair of the Transportation
Committee, on his | eadership around this issue.

I, too, had sone issues and sone concerns with
some of the legislation here, and, particularly,
171-A. Um understanding that we are, certainly
trying to create higher standards for

prof essi onal s. Having been a professional driver
and represented professional operators in the
City of New York, | understand the necessity for
that. And, | think that we were able to
articulate that, and the needs for...to uh,

further work around this legis...further work
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around this legislation. And, | amsatisfied
that all those involved are commtted to that.
So, with that in mnd, | vote aye, on all. And,
I would like to dedicate that to M. WIIiam
Fazon[ sp?] [phonetic], one of the residence of
Cam.. Hei ghts who was, as a pedestrian...|’msorry,
as a cyclist, struck and killed by a twenty five
year old operator with a suspended |icense who
will not be inpacted by any of this |egislation.
So, as it was said, we have a lot of work to do
to ensure that our citizens renain safe. Aye on
all.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you. Quite in

t he Chanbers, please.

CLERK: Pal ma?
PAL VA Aye.
CLERK: Reynoso?

REYNCSO. Perm ssion to explain nmy vote?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Yes.

REYNOSO. | just want to really thank
Chai rman, Ydanis Rodriguez for the work that he
did in the Transportation Cormittee, to take

account all interests, including the drivers, who
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he nmet before and after, extensively, to hear
their concerns. | also want to say, uh, there...
during crashes, or let’s say, during a nurder, a
suspect, or anyone woul d be taken or detained in
jail, tenporarily, as the trial noves forward,
um in this case when a crash had the suspension
of a license would be al nbst the exact sane form
whi ch woul d be a tenporary detai nnent until we
resolve the issues that need to be resolved, or
at | east the investigation noves through. So, |
am extrenely supportive of these bills,
especially, Cooper’s Law. And, | want to vote
aye. Thank you

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you.

CLERK: Ri chards?

Rl CHARDS: Aye, on all.

CLERK: Rodri guez?

RCDRI GUEZ:  Aye.

CLERK: Rose?

RCSE: Perm ssion to explain ny vote?
PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Yes.

ROSE: | vote No, on M65. And, | want

to especially commend Mayor DeBl asi o and Speaker
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Mark-Viverito for their stewardship of this
conpl ex Vision Zero |legislation, and for the

i ncl usi veness of the process. | want to

especi ally thank Chairman Rodri guez and Chair

G bson, and D.OT. for their extensive outreach
and providing all of the communities in the five
bor ...

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Excuse nme, Counci
Menber. Can we have sone quite in the Chanbers,
pl ease? Thank you. | apol ogi ze.

RCSE: Thank you. For providing
extensive outreach to all of the five boroughs,
allowing all of the citizens to provide feedback
about the Vision Zero bills. It is especially
important to me because in 2013, out of fourteen
traffic deaths on Staten Island, ten were
pedestrians, and we weren’'t even six hours into
2014 when twenty nine year old Philippe
Avil a[ sp?] [phonetic] was struck and killed by a
hit and run driver. Um | amespecially pleased
about the slow zones, especially around school s
and the countdown cl ocks. And, | vote aye on al

of the Vision Zero legislation. Thank you.
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CLERK: Rosent hal ?

ROSENTHAL: Pernission to explain nmy vote?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Yes.

ROSENTHAL: First, | want to thank, uh,
in terns of Cooper’s Law, | want to thank Counci
Menber, Kallos, who just stepped out...
[interruption] Thank you. ..for raising concerns
about due process on this bill, very early on,
and for giving us an opportunity to address those
concerns appropriately, and, rightly so. | want
to thank Lyl e Frank and Laura Popa for their
unbel i evabl e hard and dedi cated work in bringing
this lawto the floor today. And, lastly, | just
want to nention that, uh, | believe that the Cty
is doing the right thing today. And, | | ook
forward to continuing the conversation as we nove
forward. It's ny intention to ask this body to
consider a resolution to the State that would ask
the same of all drivers currently in the State of
New York, if you are $10,000.00 in arrears on
payi ng taxes, you |ose your driver’s license. |If
you kill soneone because you failed to yield, or

if youve run ared light, or if you are
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speedi ng, you get a few points on your |icense.
| amgoing to ask this body to continue with the
work it’s done today. New York City is on the
right side of history. And, |I am/looking forward
to bringing this sane legislation in the form of
a resolution to the State. W are changing
history. W are noving away fromtreating these
i nci dences as accidents, and to the place where
they rightly belong, as crashes. Thank you.
vote aye, on all

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you.

CLERK: Torres?

TORRES: Aye, on all.

CLERK: Treyger?

TREYGER: Perm ssion to explain ny vote?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Yes.

TREYGER: | would like to first, comend
t he Speaker and M nority Leader Inizio on
recogni zing the many issues still face...uh, uh...
still facing in the City of New York. It is, it
was really outrageous that in addition...you know,
t hat the governnent was seeing that the needed

repairs nmade to their hones was seen as sonme sort
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of inmprovenent. And, | comrend the sw ftness of
action by the City Council. And, | thank our
partners in the State as well as the Mayor’s
office. | would like to also comend the
Speaker, Chair Rodriguez, and nmany of ny
col | eagues on the bold initiative for Vision
Zero. M hope and ny concern will be that we
reach every sector of our City, every section of
our City. W had three fatalities this past
winter, a brutal winter, involving trucks that
ran over people, backed into people. And, we
must nmake sure that we have...that this is the
foundati on of something bigger, and that we reach
every single corner of our City, making sure it’s

safe for our famlies and our children, in every

part of New York. So, | vote aye, on all. Thank
you.

CLERK: Urich?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: You vote aye?

ULRI CH: | vote No, on M65, and aye on

all others.
CLERK: Vacca?

VACCA: | want to thank the Speaker and
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the Transportation Comrittee. These bills are
great. | also have to single out Comn ssioner
Trottenberg, | think she is fantastic. And, when
you nention the word col |l aborative, that word

really fits her, and her commtnent to these

i mportant issues. And, | thank her as well.
But, | vote aye, on all. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you.

CLERK: Val | one?

VALLONE: Aye, on all.

CLERK: Weprin?

VEPRI N: Perm ssion to explain ny vote?
PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Yes.

VEPRI N: | want to thank, as was

mentioned before, but | want to thank the
famlies who testified, who |ost |oved ones. That
testinony was so powerful, that it not only

hel ped drive this agenda, but | know for nyself,
it changed the way | live ny life. | drive
differently, | cross the street differently, |
hold nmy child s hand differently. And, they
really, you know, have nade a big difference in

what we are doing here today. And, we want
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people to know that we nean business, that we
have to...when we tal k about following traffic

| aws, that you' re going to have to do so. That
being said, | am supporting all the |egislation
with the exception of 171-A And, 171-A, which
Counci | Menber, Rosenthal’s district, | think is
a very well intentioned bill, dealing with a
terrible, terrible tragedy, and issue that happen
every day; but, what it does, is it attacks the
livery drivers, it basically creates, in ny
opinion, a strict liability standard, that no
matter what the circunstances, if sonmeone is
critically injured or worse, that they |ose their
license to drive a car, which is their
livelihood. And, there is no question, and, |
know t he sponsor agrees with ne about this, that
there is different degrees of cul pabl e behavior.
Sormeone speeding at 80 mles an hour is different
t han soneone who does a rolling stop at a stop
sign, if the outcone could be tragi c nonethel ess.
So, | know there has been sone tal k about trying
to do an anmendnent in the future, to try to

create...make sure that whatever the adjudicating
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body is, that they do have sone discretion to may
be not be harsh a penalty because, not to

di m ni sh what has happened at all, but this is
the livelihood of these drivers. And, if soneone
is a great driver up until that one nonment, to

| ose their livelihood, and their children's...the
food that feeds their children, | think would add
to the problem And, | think there are penalties
that can be given that m ght be | esser for those
peopl e who are not as cul pable as those we really
want to get. So, with that in mnd, | am going
to vote No, on 171-A, with the hope that we can

get sone changes, and aye on all the rest. Thank

you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you.

CLERK: WIlianms?

WLLIAMS: May | be excused to explain ny
vot e?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Yes.

WLLIAMS: First, | have been persuaded by
some of ny coll eagues about 171-A. And, | wanted
to abstain on 171-A until | get sone further

information. | vote aye
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on all the rest. | did want to say, in
particular, this last..last stated that | voted
agai nst the resolution that would | ower the speed
[imt, but | amsupporting Intro. 140-A. Um
and, | wanted to point that out because, | think,
this is a great bill, that we’'ll get sonme data
from when we have the slow zones, | think we
shoul d have, to see how effective it is. | think
in a whole sale down zoning of the entire Gty
doesn’t get to the heart of what we need to get
to, in enforcing the current bills...the current
speed |imt will do that, but this in particular,
sl ow zones around schools, and things of that
nature, in addition, to getting information on
the slow zones, | think, are very inportant.
But, I amproud of this body for taking on the
i ssue we are taking on now. Congratulations to
everyone invol ved.

CLERK: | gni zi 0?

IGNIZIO | just want to associate ny
comrents for that of ny forner coll eague, ny, uh,
nmy col | eague who spoke before ne, Junmane

Wl liams, on slow zones versus overall |owering
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the speed limt, which I don’t support, but the
school zones, which | do. And, |I vote No, on M
65, and aye on all others. And, | wanted to
thank nmy two Staten Island col | eagues, who |
i nadvertently left out of nmy speech before,
Debbi e Rose, and Steve Matteo, who hel ped with
the Sandy | egislation, and have been a support
t hroughout. Thank you very nuch

CLERK: Van Braner?

VAN BRAMER:  Perm ssion to explain ny
vot e?

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Yes.

VAN BRAMER: Thank you very nuch, Madam
Public Advocate. | just want to echo so many
comments. | amvery, very proud to be a nmenber
of the Gty Council that is passing el even
i ntroductions and six resol utions, including
Reso. 118, which | amthe prine sponsor of, which
woul d give New York City control over its own red
light program And, | ama prine co-sponsor of
Reso. 117, which would give our Gty control over
its own speed |ight canera program W have had

a rash of tragic deaths, including several in ny
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district. And, | want to say their nanmes and

t heir ages because they’ re not here. Nosha
Nahadi an[ sp?] [ phoneti c] 01: 39: 36 was ei ght years
ol d when he was run over by a truck, crossing the
street to go to school, P.S. 152 in Wodsi de;
Tenzen Drudak[ sp?] [ phonetic] was sixteen years
old. He was hit by a reckless driver, when he
was waiting on the sidewal k to cross the street
to go to high school in Long Island Gty; Louis
Bravo was ni neteen years old, crossing the street
in front of a school in Wodside when he was
nmowed down by a driver who left the scene, and
who has not been caught since; Kunmar

Ragi nof f [ sp?] [ phonetic] was a father who was on
his way to one of his first days at work in Long
Island City at a hotel, a father of several
children, he was killed by a hit and run driver,
who | eft and who has not been caught; and Karen
Farri s[sp?] [ phonetic] was twenty years ol d when
she was struck, also by a car in Long Island
Cty, killed, a driver who has not been caught to
this day. W have an epidemic in our GCty. W

are taking forceful and strong action today as a
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City Council to nake sure that Vision Zero
becones a reality, to make sure that no death
occurs on our streets, that no nother |ike, Nosha
Nahadi an’s nother, will have to endure the horror
that she endured. And, | amso proud, so
grateful to all of our colleagues for being a
part of this historic initiative. Thank you very
much.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you.

CLERK: Speaker Mark-Viverito?

MARK- VI VERI TGO | vote aye.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you. All itens
on today’s general order cal endar were adopted by
a vote of 49 in the affirmative, zero negative
and zero abstentions, with the exception of
Intro. 272-A, which was adopted by a vote of 48
in the affirmative, one negative, and zero
abstentions. And, Intro. 167-A, which was
adopted by a vote of 48 in the affirmative, one
negati ve and zero abstentions. And, Intro. 171-
A, which was adopted by a vote of 45 in the
affirmati ve, one negative, and three abstentions.

And, M 65, which was adopted by a vote of 45 in
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the affirmative, four in the negative, and zero
abstentions. The Land Use, the Revised Land Use
Call-Ups vote is 49 in the affirmative, zero
negati ve, and no abstentions. Introduction and
readi ng of bills.

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TG Al bills are
referred to Conmttees as indicated on the
Agenda.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Di scussi on of
Resol utions. W wll now be voting on each...on
each resol ution respectively, beginning with
Resol uti on 6, sponsored by Council Menber
Crow ey, a resolution calling upon the New York
State Legislature to anend the New York State
vehicle and traffic law to increase the crim nal
penalty for reckless driving, when serious
physical injury or death of a person results from
the reckless driving. Any nenbers wi shing to
speak on Reso. 6? And, now for the vote. All in
favor, say, aye. [group response] All opposed?
Any abstentions? The ayes have it.

Reso. 51, a Resolution calling on the New

York State Legislature to renmedy severa
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deficiencies in the law, requiring |eaving the
scene of an accident, sponsored by Counci

Menber, Crow ey. Any nmenber seeking to speak on
this iten? Al in favor, say, aye. [group
response] Any opposed? Any abstentions? The
ayes have it.

Resol uti on 68-A, an anended resol ution
calling upon the New York State Legislature to
pass and the Governor to sign, legislation
increasing the penalty for driving on the
si dewal k, sponsored by Council Menber, Weprin.
Any nenber speaking...wi shing to speak on this
iten? Seeing none; all those in favor, say aye.
[group response] All those opposed? Any
abstentions?

Resol ution 108, a resolution urging
Congress to pass and the President to sign. HR..
Resol ution 103, resolution urging Congress to
pass and the President to sign. HR-1726, and
Senate 1174, to award a Congressional CGold Medal
to the 65'" Infantry Regi ment known as
Bori nqueneers, sponsored by...

SPEAKER MARK- VI VERI TO Bori nqueneers...

[ pronounci ng]
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PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Bori nqueneers...

[l aughs] Borinqueneers [pronouncing], sponsored,
obvi ously by the Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito.
[laughs] Anyone wi shing to speak regarding the
Bori nqueneers? [l aughs] Seeing none, all of those
in favor, say aye. [group response] Al of those
opposed? Any abstentions? [ Spanish]1:44:11

Resol ution 117-A, an anended resol ution
calling upon the New York State Legislature to
pass and the CGovernor to sign, legislation that
woul d give New York City control over its own
speed canera program.. Pl ease, nay we have quite
in the Chanmbers? Sponsored by Council Menber
Vacca. Anyone wishing to speak on this
resolution? Seeing none. Al of those in favor,
say aye. [group response] Al of those opposed?
Any abstentions? Ayes have it.

Resol ution 118, a resolution calling upon
the New York State Legislature to pass and the
Governor to sign, legislation that would give New
York Gty control over its own red |ight canera
program sponsored by Council Menber, Van Bramer.

Anyone wi shing to speak on this itenf? Seeing
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none. All of those in favor, say aye. [group
response] All of those opposed? Any
abstentions? The ayes have it.

Resol ution 144, a resolution calling upon
the New York State Legislature to pass...quite in
t he Chanbers, please. Resolution 144.

Resol ution calling upon the New York State
Legi sl ature to pass and the Governor to sign,

| egislation that woul d nake a viol ation of Hayl ey
and Diego’s Law a nmi sdeneanor, sponsored by
Counci | Menber, Vaccca. Anyone wi shing to speak
on this item Seeing none. Al of those in
favor, say aye. [group response] Al of those
opposed? Any abstentions? The ayes have it.

Resol uti on 200, a resolution calling upon
the New York State Legislature to pass and the
Governor to sign. Senate 4714 and Assenbly 6974,
| egislation that would allow credit to nenbers of
the public, retirement systens of New York State
frommlitary service, sponsored by Counci
Menber, Alrich. Any nenber w shing to speak on
this iten? Seeing none. Al of those in favor,

say aye. [group response] Al of those opposed?
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The ayes have it. GCeneral discussion. Counci
Menber, G bson.

G BSON: Thank you, Madam Public
Advocate. Please ne allow ne to clarify ny
position on Intro. 171-A | mstakenly
abstained, and I would like to vote aye on 171-A
Thank you very nuch

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you. Counci
Menber, Cohen.

COHEN: Thank you, Public Advocate. |
want to take this opportunity to ask ny
col | eagues to consider joining Council Menber,
Rodri guez, Levine, and nyself in supporting
Resol uti on 251, which calls on the Borough of
Engl ewood diffs, New Jersey to withdraw the
vari ance and issue to the LG Corporation that
wll allow LGto build its new headquarters far
above the tree |line, above the Palisades, and
calling on the LG Corporation to respect the
integrity of the Palisades by voluntarily
redesigning its proposal to conply with the
current zoning law. This natural vista has

survived...
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PUBLI C ADVCCATE: Excuse nme, Counci
Menber. May we pl ease have quite in the Chanber?
[ announcenent] Thank you. W apol ogi ze.

COHEN: Thank you. This natural vista
has survived, as is, since the glaciers receded
during the last Ice Age. This building wll
pl ace a scar on the Palisades and open the door
to additional devel opnment, which could destroy
the Palisades as we knowit. | encourage all of
nmy col | eagues to consider signing on to this
Resol ution. Thank you

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you. Counci
Menber, Dickens.

DI CKENS: Thank you, Madam Public
Advocate, and thank you, Madam Speaker. Today, |
ask nmy fellow coll eagues to sign on to Resol ution
1901 that | am co-sponsoring w th Counci
Menbers, Mealy and King, that calls for the New
York State Legislature to pass and the Governor
to sign, um the legislation 7119-A, of, uh,
Assenbly Menber, Keith Wight, that woul d anend
the Social Service Law in relation to prohibiting

Wor k Experience Prograns in New York. Currently,
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the WEP is foreseen around 24,000 New Yorkers and
as of May 2014, 11,450 New York City residents
that receive public assistance, two participate
in WEP. These participants are not considered
enpl oyees, and are working without receiving a
paycheck, social security credit, or eligibility
for earned incone tax credits. They are not
recei ving education nor training and rarely
advance fromtheir assigned positions. | ask
that we sign on to this Resolution that ains to
i mprove work activity options to public

assi stance recipients in New York, by prohibiting
counties within the State fromusing WP to
fulfill tanuff[sic] work requirenents. These
partici pants need real job training prograns so
that they can becone financially stable and
provide for thenselves and their famlies. |
want to congratul ate Council Menber, Chin for
passing on the income limts increase for SCRIE
And, | want to add to what Madam Speaker said
about Maya Angelou. Dr. Angel ou was a phenonena
woman. She was a literary voice of the people

who...and was revered
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gl obal Iy because of her command and commtnent to
push for justice, education, and equality. As a
bl ack a woman, froma small town, but...who, she
bel onged to everywhere to everyone. She nade
Har|l em her hone, in ny district, and paved the
way for many. All her |ife experience has not
hi ndered her, but allowed her to rise and becone
an icon for all. In her honor, | |eave you with
t hese short words to live by: People will forget
what you said, they will forget what you did, but
people will never forget how you nade them feel.
Today, | rise. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you. Counci
Menber, Ml er.

M LLER: Ww. Good afternoon. And,
t hank you, Madam Public Advocate. This
afternoon, | share with you a resolution that |
hope nmy col |l eagues would join nme in supporting.
This resolution 258, calling on the Federal
Governnment to fund the highway trust fund to
optimumlevels. | should also note that May is
Nati onal Transportation Month. And, the timng

of this Introduction is fitting. Also, | would
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like to say, while it is called the H ghway Trust
Fund, this fund, this legislation will fund, wll
be an investnent in transportation, highway and
public transportation, and particularly, nmass
transit. It is nore than a seat, it is a vital
aspect of our essential industry’s real estate,

| and use, and even education. And, those of us
who have joined in supporting fairness for our
school bus workers, will know that mass transit,
here in the City of New York, is the lifeline and
lifeblood of this CGty. The return on
investnents in transportation, be it highway or
public transportation, through job creation, is
like no other. W have been historically under-
funded. It has been known as an assault on urban
Anmerica, whether it’s the policies of funding,
the AV[sic]20, but I, for these reasons, | hope
that you will sign on today as a sponsor under
Resol ution 258, calling for the Federal

Government to fund on the future of mass
transportation and to fund the H ghway Trust Fund
to optinum | evels. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you. Counci




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

STATED MEETI NG 102

Menmber, WIIians.

W LLI AVES: Thank you. My coll eagues...uh
uh, | am asking ny coll eagues to sign on to two
pi eces of legislation. The first one is, Intro.
373, a local law to anend adm nistrative code of
the Gty of New York in relation to require the
Departnment of Honel ess to provide community
notification. The bill requires DHS notify the
comrunity board and the council nenber, and al
parties originally noticed within ten days, when
t hey change the scope of a shelter. This cane to
be because of a very |arge shelter being put in
my district, in a place that | don't think it
bel ongs. And, |I’m not pushing back agai nst the
service, but a place that has one or two famly
hones, | think, a two hundred unit building,
basically, is not a place, and we’ve been trying
to get it downsized. And, the process of that
happening, it went froma hundred and ei ghty
units up to one ninety eight, wthout anybody
being infornmed. And, this would change that so
t hat people are infornmed of what’'s goi ng on.

Second, 1'd like ny colleagues to sign on to
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Resol uti on 264, which | amvery proud to be

i ntroducing with my col | eague Council Menber,
Manchaca. The resolution is in support of
Assenbly bill 2736, Senate bill 1379, which is
anend state | aw by prohibiting using possession
of a condom as evidence in prostitution and
related trials, prostitution related trials,
hearings or proceedings. This cane as an issue
for me, while during a stop, question, and frisk
trials, a couple of years ago, when | was noved
by an LGBT community who tal ked about the
profiling that was happening to them and the use
of carrying condons being used to charge them
with prostitution. This bill would take the
NYPD s new policy a step further by prohibiting

t he possession of a condom from being received in
evidence and trials. In all, | think the NYPD
has gone a good step, but we want to codify, we
want to push it further. Legitinmate businesses
have stopped, particularly, gay bars and
establ i shnents from providi ng condons. In
addition, it flies in the face of our health, sex

education that we put forth as a
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city, asking people to make sure that they
practice safe sex, and then arresting people if
t hey actually have condons to do such. So,
please | amproud to join with Council Menber
Menchaca and | hope ny col |l eagues will join.
Lastly, I, too, will be rem ss w thout nentioning
the passing of Dr. Maya Angel ou. And, when |
heard the news, | was noved and saddened as if |
had | ost a great aunt. \Wenever she spoke, the
wi sdomin her words were |ike sage getting
i nformation fromancestors. And, | amgoing to
m ss that, and I know the next generation wl|l
greatly benefit from her words. The saying: but
still, like dust, | rise. To nme, inspired ne to
know that no matter if you re tranpled on, or how
you feel if you' re tranpled on, you can stil
soar. Thank you

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you. Counci
Menber, Manchaca.

MANCHACA: Thank you, Madam Public
Advocate. And, | rise to speak on Resol ution
264. And, | join Council Menber, WIIlians and

ot her council nmenbers in introducing a bill, this
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Resol ution. And, | have been so eager to
introduce this with our Council Menber, Junaane,
for some tinme now. And, today, | proudly stand
and congratulate the coalition. This is an
extraordinary coalition of advocates, [egal
service providers, elected officials and police
involved in the introduction. All sex workers
are vul nerabl e where prostitution is illegal and
shoul d not have to face a heightened risk of

i nfection and unpl anned pregnanci es because they
are targeted for trying to reduce risk. People
of color, inmmgrants, transgender and gender non-
conform ng New Yorkers have all reported being
targeted by police, whether or not they are
actually engaging in sex work, while police can
no | onger use condons to back up the profiling of
t hese individuals, and we thank the NYPD for
nmoving on that. The Iimtations of the new
police directive will continue to discourage

t hese popul ations from carrying condons. That is
what makes this Resol ution banning the use of
condons as evidence for all prostitution related

of fenses so inportant. | want to thank ny staff
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for their work on this resolution. [It’'s been,
again, a long tine comng, and particularly, M.
Lee Wellington, Mary Brook, Christina Bernardo,
and Sal Arana [phonetic spellings] of the
| egislative division for his actual work on this
as well. 1 look forward to working in
partnership with ny coll eagues and the City
Counci| and partnership with the adm nistration
to further pronote condom access. And, | want to
underscore that |ast piece, because what we’ ve
done in danmage fromthis policy, or |ack of
passage on the State |level, is going to require
us all to go back to our districts on the grass...
and use grassroots efforts to reverse the danages
of this policy. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you. Counci
Menber, Van Braner.

VAN BRAMER: Thank you very nuch, Madam
Public Advocate. | want to speak to Intro. 371
which | am proud to introduce today along with
our Transportation Commttee Chair, Ydanis
Rodri guez. The work of acconplishing Vision Zero

is far fromover, in fact, we are really just
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begi nning. And, Intro. 371, which I hope ny
col |l eagues will support, is a local lawto
establish civil penalties for |eaving the scene
of a collision. Too often, notorists flee the
scene of collisions in an effort to avoid

i nvestigation and prosecution for any potenti al
of fenses. And, instances where a collision
results in the injury of an individual, the act
of fleeing the scene often del ays emergency
response, and could be the difference between
life and death. Particularly, in the case of
driving under the influence, there is a perverse
incentive for a driver to flee the scene as the
puni shnment for fleeing the scene are | ess than
for staying, and potentially hel ping an injured
person. So, it is really inportant that we
conti nue the work of acconplishing Vision Zero,
endi ng deat hs, endi ng reckless driving, and
hol di ng drivers accountabl e, changi ng behavi ors.
This law, Intro. 371 will help do that. And, I
want to thank our Transportation Conmttee Chair,
Ydani s Rodriguez, not only for co-sponsoring this

pi ece of legislation with ne, but really
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congratulate himfor the historic day today on

t he seventeen pieces of Intros. and Resol utions.
It isreally historic. He has done a great job.
Thank you very nmuch, Madam Public Advocat e.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you. Counci
Menber, Kall os.

KALLCS: | rise. Today, | ampleased to
be introducing three packages of bills that wll
pronote transparency in government and save tax
payers mllions of dollars. The first, ainmed at
opening City government to New Yorkers will honor
the principle that in the Twenty First Century,
public equals online. And, information shoul d
only be a nouse-click away. The public has a
right to government information. And, these
three bills are E-notices, Introduction 367,
Public Online Information Act, Intro. 368, and
the City record online Intro. 363, which wll
hel p New Yorkers access it. The second, allows
New Yorkers to better map our conmplex Cty. Two
bills open maps, Intro. 364, and open GS, Intro.
362, will change the way that New Yorkers

vi sual i ze and conceptualize our Cty. Both of
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these are bills that are being co-sponsored by
Ydani s Rodriguez and Council Menber, Brad Lander.
Thank you both for your |eadership and support.
Wth nore and better data available to the
public, bikers, pedestrians and drivers will gain
tangi bl e benefits, especially, in our Ctyw de
guest to achieve Vision Zero. Finally, the
third, noves us towards free and open source
software, including nandating a government
preference for open...free and open source
software, Introduction 366, and establishing
G vic Comments, Introduction 365. O the code
that will be shared between agenci es and
institutions, sharing the ingenuity of our Cty
and our Nation's coders, will save noney and
create better prograns. W all share the sane
goals of increasingly efficient and transparent
city governnent. And, | look forward to working
with all of you to nake it happen. Thank you.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you. Counci
Menber, Johnson is the | ast speaker.

JOHNSON: Thank you, Madam Public

Advocate. | rise, today, to urge ny coll eagues
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to support Introduction 361, which has been
i ntroduced today by nyself and Council Menber,
Steve Levin...[cross-talk]

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: .Quite in the
Chanbers, please. Qite in the Chanbers. W
apol ogi ze Council Menber.

JOHNSON:  Thank you. This |egislation was
stream i ned access to the Departnent of Honel ess
Service Shelters for those timng out of HRA
Donestic Violence or Departnent of Youth and
Communi ty Devel oprment and Runaway Honel ess Youth
Shelters. Any applicant for tenporary shelter,
| eaving HRA, or DYCD Shelter, because they
exhausted the maxi mum | ength of stay or “aged
out” woul d be deened presunptively eligible, and
woul d no | onger be required to undergo the
Department of Honel ess Services eligibility
term nation process, prior to being admtted to
the shelter system At the end of their maxi mum
one hundred and ei ghty days stay, an energency
donmestic violence shelter, famlies required to
| eave the shelter, regardless if they have a

pl ace to go. Fewer than el even percent of
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famlies | eave with safe housing, and nany are
forced to enter at the DHS shelters. There are
many reasons to support this. Wen this happens,
they have to go to a DHS path intake center where
peopl e are subjected to a |l engthy interview about
their domestic violence, in front of their
children, in order to secure safe placenent. So,
| ask ny coll eagues to support Introduction 361

| also, want to say that Council Menber, WIIians
and Manchaca’ s Resol uti on 264 on condons, |

whol eheartedly support. New York City is
spending tens of mllions of dollars on giving
out condons, raving about the nunbers we give
out, and then the Police Departnment is
prosecuti ng people for having condons. It nakes
no sense. And, lastly, | want to take a nonent
and recogni ze Dr. Maya Angel ou, how i nportant she
was for our country. 1In 2009, when marri age
equality was being debated in New York State, she
called State Senators that were on the fence, and
she was quoted as saying this, |I would ask every
man and every wonman who has had the bl essing of

havi ng children, would
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you deny your son or daughter the ecstasy of
finding someone to |l ove? Ms. Angelou said she
bel i eved that society made gay rel ationshi ps hard
enough wi t hout addi ng the burden of making
marriage illegal. Rest in peace, Dr. Angel ou.

PUBLI C ADVOCATE: Thank you. The amended
vote on Intro. 171 was adopted by a vote of 46 in
the affirmati ve, one negative and two
abstentions. And, now, Speaker, Melissa MarKk-
Viverito to close.

MARK- VI VERI TO. Now, thank you, Madam
Public Advocate. And, | want to thank all ny
coll eagues for the great work today. This is
really a proud day. Wat we do each and every
day out of this Council, and in our district
offices, is to really nake New York City a better
place for all. And, the work that we did today
proves that. So, at about 3:40 this neeting is
adj ourned. Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

[gavel ] PUBLI C ADVOCATE: W stand adj our ned.
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