
RE:              Res. No. 79 - Resolution in support of the creation and presentation of a ticker-tape parade 

to honor the veterans of the Iraq and Afghanistan wars. 

 

In support of a 'Welcome Home' Parade...  

I fully support a 'Welcome Home' Parade that embraces our service men and women for their steadfast 

service and sacrifice. As a free nation, it is incumbent upon us to demonstrate our appreciation, thanks 

and welcome home with open, outstretched arms for the safe return of those who put their lives on the 

line. It is cold day when a nation turns their back and doesn't answer the 'doorbell of freedom' for those 

returning home. 

Sincerely, 

Veterans Advocate, 

Marleen "Molly" Levi   

Mlevi426@aol.com 

 

We should have the Welcome Home Parade for all the troops, from all countries, coming home. They 

deserve to have one for all they have done in Iraq and Afghanistan against the war on terrorism, since 9-

11-2001 and for the ones that did not make it home by making the ultimate sacrifice. I do not want 

these men and women to be forgotten about and disrespected like our Vietnam Veterans where back in 

the 1970's. 

Thank you,  

Jeff Swansen 

Navy veteran. 
United War Veterans Council 
May 21, 2014 

jswansen@uwvc.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



As a Vietnam veteran, drafted from Brooklyn NY, and served in US Army, 66-68 – in country Vietnam – 

67-68, I can only say that the proposed parade is not only the right idea, but a MUST. 

We have all heard of the horror stories of the treatment received to our Vietnam veterans on their 

return home. I have my own personal experiences which validates this statement. 

All this being said, we Vietnam veterans swore an oath which became our motto of ‘Never Again Will 

One Generation of Veterans Abandon Another”. We did feel abandoned. After years of little to no 

recognition to our patriotic service, we took it upon ourselves to hold our own Welcome Home Parade 

in 1985, through the Canyon of Heroes in NYC. 

That parade brought tens of thousands of Vietnam veterans together from throughout the nation, who 

regained enormous pride of service and rededication to our nation once we received the recognition of 

thousands of viewers along the route.  WE knew what we did when we served, but no one else seemed 

to understand US – thus the alienation.  

Our “Welcome Home” Parade began OUR healing process - we saw the people of the city begin there’s – 

becoming more unified in their long overdue expressed love and acknowledgement of all who served. 

Without a doubt, NYC would welcome every single person who served in Iraq and Afghanistan wars. 

With more than 200,000 veterans within our great city, who know the importance of being 

acknowledged for our service. The “thank you for serving” statements from people you never met, to 

our participation in what has become the largest and most respected Veterans Day Parade NYC in the 

nation, whose reputation reaches into many cities as it is televised. THIS happened only in NYC, because 

of New Yorkers who know the meaning and significance of ‘Welcome Home’. 

Every time we march up famed 5th Avenue on Veterans Day, the insight of our First General, our First 

President rings so true: 

“The willingness with which our young people are likely to serve in any war, no matter how justified, shall 

be directly proportional to how they perceive the veterans of earlier wars were treated and appreciated 

by their nation.” 

—George Washington 

A resounding NYC style ‘Welcome Home’ parade to these Iraq and Afghanistan military and veterans – 

men and women both, will be the most memorable day in their lives, in the lives of the family members 

of those who served, and to those family members who lost a loved one in combat. And finally and 

importantly, ….in the lives of all who made this parade a reality.  

THIS I know is true, 

Patrick Gualtieri 

Delegate - Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 126, Manhattan 

PatrickVeteranny@aol.com 

mailto:PatrickVeteranny@aol.com









































































































































