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COW TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON 2

[ Gavel ]

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE: Qui et pl ease.

CHAI RPERSON RCDRI GUEZ:  Good nor ni ng
everyone, and wel cone to today’'s hearing on the Gty
Council Transportation Conmttee. M nane is Ydanis
Rodriguez and | amthe Chair of the Commttee. First
I et nme recognize ny col |l eagues who are here with us.
Counci| Menber Constantinides, sorry. Margaret Chin,
Jimmy Vacca, Levin, Jinmmy Van Braner, Dan Garodni ck,
Mark Weprin and Council Menber David G eenfield.

And Daneek Ml er.

Today is a proud day for this conmttee.
After two hearings, 5 town hall neetings held across
the city and many conversations with the advocate,

i ndustry and | abor | eaders. Fam |y nenbers of
victins of the traffic collisions in every day New
Yorkers, this conmttee will be voting on the package
of 11 bills and 6 resolutions related to Vision Zero.
| am confident that these pieces of legislation wll
have an inportant inpact on making our streets safer
for everyone. Collectively, the proposed bills wll
require the city to study factors found to be rel ated
to serious crashes. |Inposing penalties to certain

dangerous driving behaviors such as failing to yield,
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COW TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON 3
regul ate DOI’ s actions concerning work signs and
traffic signal replacenents, require the installation
of nei ghborhood and school slow zones, mandate nore
public avail abl e data regardi ng crashes involving TLC
i censed vehicles and strengthen TLCs ability to take
action against drivers involved in serious collisions
who exhi bits dangerous driving behaviors. The
proposed resolutions call on Al bany to take action in
a nunber of areas such as automatic enforcenent and
strengthening certain driver violations where city
al one cannot act.

I’m al so proud of this package because |
believe it strikes an inportant balance. Fromthe
begi nning of this process | have naintai ned on the
one hand, as a father of two daughters, | know how
vital it is for all of us to take real action to
contain the tide of traffic crashes in our city.
Crashes which all too often claimthe lives of our
nost innocent and vul nerabl e, New Yorkers. Part of
this action nmeans conprehensive education and
awar eness so that we can begin to change a culture
that sees traffic crashes as inevitable.

That includes a smart street sign and

traffic comng and it includes a step up enforcenent
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COW TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON 4
t hat puni sh dangerous drivers and nakes peopl e think
twi ce about engaging in risky behavior behind the
wheel. At the sane time, as a former livery driver
that | was, 112 and Cali Car Service and Baily Car
Service. | have been clear that we cannot scapegoat
any particular group sinply because it is easy
legislatively. | work closely with adm nistration to
see that this point resonates in the bills we bring
forward today. |In particular, Intro 272 which
conmbi nes TLC and DW points on TLC driver’s license
was initially a bill with a broad scope that did not
specifically acconplish what our goal ultimately is,
safety. After several discussions, we insure that
drivers are not excessively targeted by this bill
As we agree that only safety related violations
shoul d warrant |icense points rather than
particularly that violation like a dirty back seat.
Also we drivers to be proactive about safety and are
t herefore providing an incentive to encourage this.
If drivers take a defensive driver’s course, they can
now have three points renoved fromtheir |icense
rather than the initial two. After negotiations such
as this, we think we have found a good bal ance in

t hi s package.
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COW TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON 5

Movi ng forward from here the TLC has
assured us that they will be taking a conprehensive
| ook at the drivers point systemin comon rule
maki ng and that we will be part of that conversation
along with industry |leaders to insure a fair and
saf ety consci ous approach is taken.

[00: 06:40 to 00:07:21 Spoken in Spanish]

CHAI RPERSON RCDRI GUEZ: | would like to
t hank everyone who played a role in today’s
acconplishments. M col | eagues on the council,
especi al |y Speaker Mark-Viverito and the sponsor of
the bills and resolutions. The adm nistrati on,
especially DOT, TLC, NYPD and the Mayor’s O fice of
Legislative Affairs. And the staff here at the
council. I would also like to thank everyone who has
testified and offered their thoughts, conments and
suggestions on this package. Including all the
street safety advocates, industry |abor |eaders. But
| want to specifically highlight the bravery of the
organi zation, Famlies for Safer Streets, who have
had the courage to speak out and tell the heart
wrenching stories. The determ nation in the face of
their heart break has continually touched all of us

at this commttee and at the council and inspired us
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COW TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON 6
to work as hard as possible to achieve sonething rea
and neani ngful that will make a positive inmpact on
the street safety in New York City. If we work
together we will be able to build a safe city for
everyone.

Lastly, | just want to point out that
this is not the end of Vision Zero. The council and
the commttee wll continue to consider further
neasure related to street safety in the nonths and
years ahead. And of course we will also support the
goal of Vision Zero in other ways. Particularly, by
maki ng sure that the education and awareness
conponents of the plan has all the support it needed
to succeed. We still have work to do. Especially in
Al bany. As we nuch fight for nore autononmy when it
conmes to speed limts and canera. And | hope that
the focus remains strong on this issue noving
forward

Il will Iike to end by thanking city
council Deputy Lady Director Lara Popa [sp?] The
transportation conmttee staff counsel Liya Frank
[sp?], policy analyst Jona Tamasarano [sp?], Angafar
Sol ave [sp?], and ny star Rosa Murphy [sp?] and

Joani e Arroho [sp?].
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COW TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON 7

Wth that would any of ny colleagues like
to be heard before we vote?

First we’'re going to be taking a vote
because sone council nenbers have to leave. | would
like to.., I thank you., and now | would |like to cal
a vote on the itenms of |egislation before you and I
declare to please call the roll the chair recommends
a yes vote on all itens.

COW TTEE CLERK: W/ I liam Martin,
Conmittee Clerk. Roll call vote on Conmttee on
Transportation. Council Menber Rodriguez.

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ:  Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Van Braner.

COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER:  Aye on all

COW TTEE CLERK:  Gar odni ck

COUNCI L MEMBER GARDONI CK:  Perm ssion to
explain nmy vote M. Chairman.

CHAlI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ:  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER GARCDNI CK:  Thank you and
| want to thank you for your |eadership in this
package of bills. | would say that the vast majority
are indisputably the right things to do and as sone
may have noted, that there was consi derable

conversation anong nenbers of the conmmttee about
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COWM TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON 8
Intro 171-A as we led into this neeting. | have sone
concerns about the bill that | would |like to raise

with your M. Chairman and our coll eagues between now
and this afternoon. Specifically, the absence of
di scretion or an additional hearing when determ ning
a revocation of a license and because | think that
there are enough questions here, that | think are
worth taking a further look at in the remaining
hours. | amgoing to abstain on 171-A. But | wll
vote Aye on the rest. Thank you.

COW TTEE CHAIR  Vacca.

COUNCI L MEMBER VACCA: Explain ny vote.
| want to thank the Chair, nmy Chair. | want to thank
the staff and as ny col | eague, Council| Menber
Gar odni ck indicated, there were discussions today.
W are concerned because we want to do the right
thing. Based on our discussions, and the conmmittee
deliberations I'"mgoing to vote Aye on all. | truly
feel that we are in a fight to take back our streets.
Sone of these nmeasure don’t beat around the bush but
they get to punitive actions. And | have to tell you
that at this point, that nust be the case. W nean
busi ness on this council. W nean business when it

cones to Vision Zero. W nean busi ness when it cones
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COW TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON 9
to protecting our citizens and saving |lives for
fam lies throughout this city. The excuses for no
action have | ong gone on and on and on. The state
has got to allow us to do even nore. To give us the
authority that we need. But | amgoing to vote yes
on all because | think as a package, the counci
speaks today and the council speaks loudly. As
former chair of this conmttee | sat and listened to
testinony that was riveting fromfam |y nenbers who
really have had their lives changed forever. 1'ma
father and | never want anyone to go through what
sonme of the fam lies have gone through. | know we
have to do sonething and | think that what we're
doing today is neaningful, is strong. And | thank ny
chair and I thank the nenbers, but | vote yes on all

COWM TTEE CLERK:  Chin.

COUNCI L MEMBER CHIN:  Perm ssion to
explain nmy vote. | just wanted to thank the Chair of
the conmmittee for putting together this package of
| egislation. Through all the hearings, | think we’ve
heard that public safety, pedestrian safety, is
utnost inportant. And we need to change people’s
behavi or. Wen you' re driving a vehicle you have to

be safe. Human |lives are valuable and we’'re gl ad
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COW TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON 10
that we can help push forth the Vision Zero and so |
vote Aye on all

COWM TTEE CLERK: Levin.
COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN.  Aye on all
COWM TTEE CLERK:  Weprin.

COUNCL MEMBER WEPRIN:  Perm ssion to

explain my vote. M. Chair, | appreciate everything
you are doing here today. | ama big supporter of
the Vision Zero plan. | too do have sone concerns

about 171-A in particular. And the issue is that it
does seemlike a strict liability case, where if
sonet hing was to happen, if soneone was critically
injured. Even if they were to end up being fine in
the end, after a problem but they were critically
injured, automatically this person, this driver |oses
their livelihood and their ability to drive a taxi.

| understand there should be a higher standard.

There should be a fine. There should be a penalty.
There shoul d be everything. But there are different
ci rcunstances on each accident, and there needs to be
some formof discretionin ny mnd for different
situations. You don’t know what’s happening wthin
that taxi at the tinme. Someone nay have rolled to a

stop at a stop sign, | mean I’msure no one in this
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COW TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON 11
room has not at one point, not rolled through a stop
at a stop instead of stopping at a stop sign. And at
that very nonment soneone may run out in the street
the same tinme your passenger just spilt coffee al
over thenmselves. W knows? And I’mnot justifying
somet hi ng bad happening. But this could., this is
bad things that could happen to good actors for the
nost part and to stand here, holier than thou, and
say that if sonething happens it’s your fault, you
did it wong. | amfor that to sone degree, but to
t ake away someone’s livelihood and their ability to
support their famlies and punish their famlies for
sonet hing that may not have been.., what coul d have
been preventable if you knew but everyone, every taxi
driver m ght have done this, but this guy happened to
have been the one where a terrible tragedy happens.
And | am not |ooking to get themoff scot free, but
to take away their livelihood nmakes ne a little
concerned. So I'minclined not to support the bill.
| will abstain for the nonent. 1'd like to try to
figure out a way to, at least, put sone discretion in
where soneone with a great traffic record m ght not
get the same punishnment as someone who was speedi ng

at 80 nmph. | think there is a difference there
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COWM TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON 12
bet ween those violations. So |I'd like to see
sonmet hing | ooked at there. So with that in mnd, I

abstain on 171-A and | vote yes on all the others.

Thank you

COWM TTEE CLERK: Greenfiel d.

COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  May | explain
nmy vote. Thank you M. Chairman. | appreciate it.

First I want to speak on ny bill which is

I ntroduction 140-A and this would require the
Departnent of Transportation to establish 7, 20 nph
sl ow zones within our conmunities in New York Gity.
Annual ly it would also require the DOT to establish
50 speed zones next to schools with [imts of 15 to
20 nph annually. Really commobn sense | egislation
that woul d save lives and woul d sl ow down t he
speedi ng next to our schools where, of course, our

children are so vulnerable as they’'re comng to and

fromschool. | just want to acknow edge and you
know, | think first of all, I think it’s great, 1|’ve
been here now going on five years. |It’s wonderful
under the new council. How we have robust debates at

our conm ttee hearings and conversations and |
certainly understand the concerns of ny coll eagues.

| just will remnd folks that a ot of the inportance
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COW TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON 13
of this law has to do with a cabbi e nane Mohammuad
Faysal H nmon who sheared off the leg of a British
tourist in Rockefeller Center |ast August. And by
all accounts he did this because of road rage and he
told the press that he would never drive again. He
want s anot her job and guess what? He's back on the
streets, he's driving today with no consequence. And
| think that's sonething inportant to keep in m nd
and for that reason | vote Aye on this bill and
vote Aye on all other pieces of legislation as well.
Thank you

COWM TTEE CLERK: Constanti ni des.

COUNCI L MEMBER CONSTANTI NI DES:  Aye on
all.

COW TTEE CLERK: Menchaca.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENCHACA: Permi ssion to
explain nmy vote Chair. Thank you and | just want to
al so thank the chair and the commttee and the staff
t hat have worked so hard to pull so nmany pieces of
| egislation in the name of safer streets. Cearly
you' ve heard from col | eagues on just sone of the
| anguage and what | want to point to is 174-A and
really it raises sone concerns for me. | believe it

needs a little bit stronger |anguage. There's a
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COW TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON 14
thene here and it really raises concern on due
process and so |’m hoping that we can think through
sonme of the |language there. SO I wll abstain from
174-A, and vote Aye on the rest. Thank you.

COW TTEE CLERK: Ml er.

COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER: Pernmission to
explain nmy vote please. There has been a | ot of
conversation this norning on 171-A. | have been a
part of that and it has been robust for a little bit
of time and | do appreciate all the effort that was
put into it. | appreciate the dialogue anpbngst the
counci | nmenbers. Qur objective is certainly to make
the streets of New York safe for our pedestrians and
all our citizens. On that note I'd Iike to send ny
condol ences to the Faison fam |y who happens to be a
nei ghbor and a cyclist who was killed six blocks from
ny home Friday norning by an unlicensed driver. The
fact of the matter is that she wll receive nothing
nore than a $250 fine. That is sonething that should
be addressed. As was just nmentioned, there are
serious concerns about oversight and jurisdictions
and other things that we would |Iike to see happen. |
woul d like to see happen, with 171-A. But that being

said, | amcertainly of the m ndset and the first to
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COW TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON 15
say that professional drivers should be held to
hi gher standards and | will do all within my power to
work with those advocates on those sides in the TLC
and all other involved, all stakeholders, to insure
that they reach these high standards. | amnot so
sure that this proposed, particul ar piece of
| egi slation acconplishes that. And for that reason,
| will be abstaining, but voting Aye on all, except
for 171-A

COW TTEE CLERK: Reynoso.

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOSO:  Permission to
explain my vote. Thank you Chair. | just want to
poi nt out that especially in regards to 141, that
some of these crashes result in deaths. And in any
ot her situation, suspects or those being investigated
can be detained or arrested and only soneti nes woul d
they have bail to get themout. Sonetinmes bail won't
even let themdo that. And this is in no way a
presunption of guilt, or a verdict of guilt. But
that tenporary tine that they re spending in the cel
is a precautionary neasure to insure that this type
of action not happen again until the investigation is
conpleted. And in these cases, when it cones to

crashes, the sane day the driver can be back out in
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COW TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON 16
the street doing the job and possibly getting into
anot her accident. Even if it is an accident. And
sonetines getting into a crash. So | just do want to
say that detaining soneone or tenporarily suspending
their license in an effort to prevent another crash
or accident from happening, is appropriate in ny
eyes. And it’s because of that | support this | aw
but al so support all the packages. So | vote Aye on
all. Thank you Chair.

COMWM TTEE CLERK: By a vote of 12 in the
affirmative, zero in negative and no abstentions, al
itens have been adopted with the exceptions of the
following. Introduction 171-A which is adopted by a
vote of 9 in the affirmative, zero in the negative
and three abstentions and Introduction 174-A which is
adopted by a vote of 11 in the affirmative, zero in
t he negative and one abstention. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RCDRI GUEZ: W will | eave the
vote open and | would like to invite, if there’ s any

taxi drivers that would Iike to have any ot her

further questions or comrents, | will be in that
room so | invite those of you that would like to
conme and have.., | will be spending a few mnutes to
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COW TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON 17
answer any questions that you have. Okay. So with
that we | eave the vote open.

[ Pause]

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: [ SPEAKI NG
SPANI SH] .

[ Pause]

COWM TTEE CLERK: Roll call continuation
on Commttee on Transportation. Council Menber Rose.

COUNCL MEMBER ROSE: | vote Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Final vote in Commttee
on Transportation is now all itens have been adopted
by a vote of 13 in the affirmative, zero in the
negative and no abstentions. Wth the exception of
the follow ng, Introduction 171-A which is now
adopted by a vote of 10 in the affirmative, zero in
the negative and three abstentions. And |Introduction
174-A is not adopted 12 in the affirmative, zero in
t he negative and one abstention. Thank you.

UNI DENTI FI ED FENALE: Ch | can gavel
now?

[ Gavel ]

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: The neeti ng and
vote of the Transportation Commttee is now cl osed.

[ Gavel |
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