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Good morning. Thank you for the opportunity to discuss the Mayor’s Executive
Budget for the 2015 Fiscal Year.

Before I present the key budget highlights, I want to update you on our core crime-
fighting mission and the status of several important public safety initiatives.

In my last appearance before the Council in March, I reported on the consistent,

- focused efforts of our police officers to maintain New York City’s record low crime rates.
I’m pleased to inform you that this exceptional work continues as we near the halfway
point of the year.

Overall crime is down by 3% from last year (37,089 vs. 38,050). Homicides are
down by 14% from 2013’s historic low (101 vs. 117); robberies are down by 10% (5,769 vs.
6,422); rapes are down by 11% (472 vs. 529); grand larcenies are down by 3% (15,160 vs.
15,560); burglaries are down by 4% (5,838 vs. 6,081). We’ve seen increases in two
categories of major crime: auto theft, which is up by 9% (2,620 vs. 2,410) and assault,
which is up by 3% (7,129 vs. 6,931). -

While shootings are up by 7% (358 vs. 334) compared to last year’s record low, they
are still down by 19% from the same point two years ago. We continue to employ
initiatives like Operation Impact and Operation Crew Cut to focus our resources on
preventing gun violence.

In April members of the New York City Police Department and the Brooklyn
District Attorney’s Office completed a 7-month undercover firearms investigation that
resulted in the arrest of six suspects and the seizure of 155 guns with a street value of more
than $126,000. These included handguns and assault rifles, among them 2 Tech 9s, a Mac
11 and an AR 15. The case also included the largest single purchase of firearms ever
conducted in New York City by the NYPD’s Firearms Investigations Unit: $20,000 for 25
handguns. ,

Let me also address concerns about crime in public housing, which is up by 3%
overall this year (1,796 vs.1,750). We’re especially focused on the increase in shootings,
which are up by 32% for a total of 18 more shootings compared to last year (74 vs. 56). 1
should mention that in 2013 we had an exceptionally low number of shootings citywide and
in housing developments. In fact, compared to two years ago our shootings are down in



housing by 11% (74 vs. 83), however we are working very proactively to attack gun
violence and make the historic low we saw last year the norm.

We’ve implemented a Housing Bureau Violence Reduction Plan in Brooklyn and
the Bronx, where the majority of the uptick in violence is concentrated. It consists of the
following elements:

We’re assigning additional patrol cars from our CRYV deployments to patrol
housing developments that have shown an increase in shootings. We have as many as 23
extra patrol cars now covering violence-prone areas.

We’re deploying the overtime equivalent of 320 additional police officers to housing
commands where they’re most needed. These officers are assigned to foot posts. They
conduct vertical patrols of stairwells and rooftops. They provide an added, reassuring
presence to law-abiding residents.

Starting last week, we directed our Warrant Section to conduct stepped-up warrant
operations in housing developments that have seen the most violence. We’re focusing these
efforts on individuals with a past history of gun violence as well as those wanted for
misdemeanor domestic violence offenses.

Finally, we’re deploying additional Command Post Vehicles, SkyWatch observation
towers, light towers and our Terrahawk mobile SkyWatch towers to enhance police
presence at problematic locations and to send a message to would-be criminals that we are
determined to keep our streets and housing developments safe.

Taken together, I’m confident these measures will help us to reduce violent crime in
public housing.

In March, I mentioned our strategy to reduce grand larcenies, which accounted for
40% of the city’s overall crime last year. The grand larceny problem is driven by the theft
of electronic devices, credit card fraud, and identity theft. We’ve laid out a comprehensive
strategy to combat grand larcenies. Its centerpiece is the establishment of a new Grand
Larceny Division within the Detective Bureau and the creation of grand larceny
investigative squads in every borough. We’re also placing the Financial Crimes Task Force
under the Grand Larceny Division and dedicating it to high-level cases involving identity
theft and financial fraud. In addition, we’re looking to create a joint NYPD-federal task
force to advance these investigations. Our goal is to apply the same analytical and
investigative focus to grand larcenies that we have traditionally applied to robberies and
burglaries.

In the transit system members of our Transit Bureau have been conducting
extensive crime prevention outreach. They distribute three to four thousand fliers a day to
riders in high density stations, as well as locations where we’ve registered spikes in crime.
We advise subway riders on the steps they can take to keep themselves and their property
safe. Along with this, we’ve intensified the “broken windows’’ approach to maintaining



safety and order in the system. We will continue to enforce quality of life violations that, if
left unchecked, breed more serious crime. Due in large part to these efforts crime in the
transit system is down by 6% this year.

As I stated back in March, safer streets must also mean safer roadways for
pedestrians, bicyclists and motorists alike. The NYPD is playing a major role in Vision
Zero, Mayor Bill de Blasio’s plan to eliminate traffic-related deaths entirely. We continue
to work in close partnership with the New York City Department of Transportation,
sharing critical cellision data and analysis.

We’re also partnering with DOT and the Taxi and Limousine Commission on joint
traffic education and enforcement campaigns throughout the five boroughs, We’ve
completed campaigns in the Bronx, Queens, and Staten Island and we’re currently
conducting campaigns in Manhattan and Brooklyn. In addition, last week we carried out a
citywide initiative to address the use of cell phones and texting while driving and failing to
yield to pedestrians. This week we’re conducting another citywide initiative to address
speeding.

These efforts are yielding very positive results. Citywide traffic fatalities are down
by more than 12% this year (81 vs. 92). That includes a 30% decline in pedestrian fatalities
(44 vs. 63). Of course, we have a lot more work to do to achieve the Mayor’s goal of zero
traffic deaths. As we acquire all of the resources outlined in his Vision Zero Action Plan,
I’m confident we’ll continue to make significant progress.

The success of our public safety mission depends most of all on our efforts to rebuild
and repair collaborative partnerships with the communities we serve. Our collaborative
policing initiative is proceeding apace and we are formulating agency-wide strategies and
new initiatives in this area. The department is actively participating in meetings with
community groups, elected officials, city agencies, and non-profit organizations to reinforce
the collaborative policing vision: that public safety is everyone’s responsibility. We’re also
engaged in a comprehensive effort to improve our response to the victims of crime. By
treating them more humanely and with consideration and compassion we can strengthen
the entire criminal justice system.

As the Council is aware, last week the Police Department announced a significant
change in vouchering procedures in prostitution-related arrests. After reviewing agency
protocols with respect to invoicing condoms in prostitution-related offenses, we will lmit
the circumstances under which condoms will be secured as arrest evidence. With the
strong support of the Mayor and all five District Attorneys, this change in policy is the
direct result of the NYPD collaborating with public health officials, community-based
advocates, and members of the City Council.

We’re also increasing our participation in focused deterrence programs that are
desugned to isolate the small number of people within a community who commit the vast
majority of violent crimes. Together with leading criminologists like Professor David
Kennedy of John Jay College, who we are working with closely, as well as prosecutors,



federal agents, and local citizens, we will identify and exert social pressure on these
individuals, many of whom have already served jail time. We will meet with them and
warn them about the consequences they’ll face if they re-offend, and we expose them to
mioral voices from their own communities saying that the violence must stop. We also
provide them with assistance in finding a job or obtaining social services. Qur goal is to
break the cycle of violence and prevent future crimes.

We’ll continue to leverage every tool available to us to keep the city safe, including
the use of new and innovative technology. Twenty years ago the development of the
CompStat program revolutionized the application of computers to crime-fighting. We still
rely on CompStat today to ensure rapid follow-up on crime conditions and accountability.
But we’re also keenly focused on where the next technology advances will come from. Let
me mention three:

First, data mobility. We now have access to a vast storehouse of information
through our Domain Awareness System, or “DAS” as we call it. Through a single
application, we can access a network of 7,000 closed circuit cameras citywide. We can view
data from thousands of license plate readers, an array of chemical and radiation sensors,

. all emergency 911 calls, criminal records and much, much more through a single desktop
application.

We’re in the process of launching a DAS mobile tablet pilot that, if successful, will
allow officers to view the full suite of information provided by the system from anywhere
on patrol.

Second, predictive policing. We’re beginning to write algorithms that identify in a
real-time way patterns of criminal activity like burglary and grand larceny complaints.
The algorithms can search hundreds of records, recognize links, and alert us to them. In
the busiest precincts for shootings, we’re using data driven analytics to change the
deployment of anti-crime teams, optimizing our resources to prevent these incidents before
they occur.

Third, something we call “next generation CompStat.” We are building into our
Domain Awareness System a business intelligence model that supports the analysis of real-
time crime data. Rather than analyze where crime was occurring, say, a week ago, our
commanders will be able to assess what is happening in their precincts at that very
moment. This will allow them to focus resources on problem locations much more swiftly
to prevent crime.

Let me also update you on our initiative to employ social media in the Department.
A pilot project is under way with the participation of five precinct commanders. In
addition, I have a Twitter account myself, as does our Chief of Department, Phillip Banks
III. We will soon establish an account for our Detective Bureau as well. Our goal is to
create Twitter accounts for every one of our precinct, housing PSA, and transit district
commanders by the end of the year, so that they can share timely and important
information directly with the public.



We saw a great example of Twitter’s usefulness on May 2™ when an F line subway
train derailed in Queens. Captain Thomas Conforti, Commanding Officer of the nearby
112t Precinct, immediately began tweeting information to users of the system about how to
get in and out of the area. He continued to provide updates on the best options for the next
morning’s comimute, what lines were open, and the best ways to get home.

Turning to budgetary issues, the Department continues to apply for and obtain
federal assistance to protect members of the public and critical infrastructure including the
Financial District, the transit system, bridges, tunnels, and ports.

As mentioned in March, $3.8 billion in counterterrorism grant funding has been
allocated to New York State from Federal Fiscal Year 2003 through 2013. Approximately
$2.2 billion, or 57 %, of this amount was allocated to New York City. Of that amount, $1.3
billion, or 60% of the funds received by the City, was allocated to the NYPD.

As in the past, the Department is requesting funding to allow the continuing build-
out of the Lower and Midtown Manhattan Security Initiative, as well as the purchase of
critical explosive and radiation detection equipment, personal protective equipment, and
mitigation and rescue equipment. Our submission includes funding to continue to support
deployment of officers to anti-terrorism téams throughout the City, including the Transit
Bureau bus and platform targeted initiative. This funding will cover the salary costs of our
Intelligence Research Analysts, overtime costs for counterterrorism training, and
continued maintenance and support costs for our counterterrorism projects and
equipment. It is anticipated that the Preparedness Grants will be awarded no later than
September 30, 2014.

On April 24, 2014, we submitted project proposals to OMB under the Federal Fiscal
Year 2014 Homeland Security Grant Program. OMB will incorporate our projects into a
citywide application and send it to the NYS Department of Homeland Security and
Emergency Services for their review and submission to FEMA by the due date of May 23,
2014. A national review panel comprising FEMA Federal Preparedness Coordinators,
DHS Office of Infrastructure Protection, Transportation Security Agency, US Coast
Guard, and others will review applications. After their review, award recommendations
are forwarded to the Secretary of DHS. We are hopeful that the Police Department will
receive the same amount or somewhat more funding than last fiscal year.

The Department submitted a funding request totaling $27.8 million under the 2014
Transit Security Grant Program to the Metropolitan Transportation Authority. The MTA
will submit our application to FEMA for review and scoring by a national panel. FEMA
then conducts a final review and awards funding.

The Department is also preparing to submit projects totaling $17.3 million to
FEMA under the 2014 Port Security Grant Program for review and scoring by a national
panel. FEMA then forwards the application to the Area Maritime Security Committee for
their review and comment. FEMA will then conduct a final review and award funding.
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The Securing the Cities Grant, which we receive from the Domestic Nuclear
Detection Office of the Department of Homeland Security, is another critical source of
funding. We rely on this grant to construct and maintain an electronic safety net around
the city that can alert us to the presence of a nuclear or dirty bomb, or the materials used
to make them. The NYPD is the lead law enforcement agency in administering these funds
among regional stakeholders across three states and twelve jurisdictions. The NYPD
received $11.4 million in funding under the 2013 STC program, which was a decline of $6.6
million from the previous year. Recently, we received the 2014 award letter from the
Department of Homeland Security announcing that as much as $7.6 million is available for
continued funding for this critical protection program. '

Regarding the Executive Financial Plan and its impact on the Police Department:

The Department’s Fiscal Year 2015 Expense Budget is $4.71 billion. The vast
majority of this, 93%, is allocated for Personal Services and 7% for OTPS. The Fiscal
Year 2015 budget is $255 million lower than this year’s budget of $4.97 billion. That’s
because a significant amount of non-City grant funds are not accounted for in the Fiscal
Year 2015 budget. Once those funds are added, next year’s budget total will be
comparable to this year’s.

The Executive Financial Plan included additional funding of $3.5 million in FY*14,
$100 million in FY’15, and $28 million in FY*16 and the out-years for critical on-going
needs and new initiatives and programs. The following are some highlights of the major
programs that were funded: ‘

. $4.1 million in FY’14, $13.3 million in FY’15 and the out-years was provided
as part of the Mayor’s Vision Zero Initiative to end the scourge of traffic deaths and
injuries on our streets. The funding will allow for hiring an additional 147 TEA’s to help
improve pedestrian and traffic safety. By purchasing additional and enhanced speed
detection equipment and training officers in its use, we will be able to increase speeding
enforcement at the precinct level. Funds provided will allow for additional deployment of
officers citywide to Radar Traffic Enforcement, Collision Investigations, and Vision Zero
Community OQutreach programs. Funding was also provided for an enhanced Traffic
Accident Management System to more accurately capture and report on vehicle collisions
and traffic incidents.

. $1.3 million in FY*15 and $1.2 million in FY*16 and out-years was provided
for hiring of additional personnel and associated OTPS needs for our Collaborative
Policing Initiative. This initiative will formulate agency-wide strategies and new initiatives
to rebuild collaborative partnerships with nonprofits and community-based organizations;
to enlist other City agencies in crime-fighting strategies; and to review the Department’s
response to victims of any kind of crime, including domestic violence, sexual assaulf,
identity theft, burglary, and every other crime.



. $4.9 million in FY’15 and $3.9 million in FY’16 and the out-years was
provided for the hiring of additional personnel and associated OTPS for the creation of the
new Compliance Unit. With the Police Department under increased scrutiny and
oversight, additional staffing will allow the Department to meet data and information
requests from the Inspector General and Federal Monitor offices, as well as to implement
policy changes and prepare reports as requested by the City Council. In addition to the
staff assigned to supporting the IG and Federal Monitor functions, staffing was also
provided for the new Risk Assessment Unit tasked with the goal of reducing the
Department’s exposure to liability by reviewing trends and patterns in cases against the
Department.

. $4.3 million in FY’15, $4.9 million in FY’16 and $5.6 million in the out-years
was provided for on-going maintenance and technology support costs that were previously
funded in the Capital Budget.

. $519,000 in FY*15, FY’16 and the out-years was provided for lease costs
associated with the relocation of Staten Island Traffic Enforcement Division to One
Teleport Drive.

. $500,000 in FY’15 was provided for the Gunshot Detection Technology Pilot
Program.

. $70 million in FY’15 was provided in order to relieve NYCHA of the FY’15
payments to the NYPD for Police Services.

On May 8, 2014, the Mayor released the Fiscal Year 2015 Executive Budget and
Commitment Plan. The total Capital Plan for the Police Department is $784.8 million
which covers Fiscal Years 2014 to 2018.

In this Plan, the Department was granted an additional $115.9 million in City and
Federal Capital funds for various facility and technology projects.

As you know, many of the Department’s precincts are in a state of disrepair
requiring either major rehabilitations or complete replacement. In the past several years,
mandated reductions imposed upon the Department required the elimination of virtually
all capital funding allocated for new precinct construction and rehabilitation projects, with
the exception of the new Police Academy and the new 121st Precinct. These reductions
have led to increased maintenance costs for deteriorating facilities, overcrowded conditions
at station houses, and sub-standard working environments for NYPD employees. I’m
pleased that the new Administration has begun to address this important Department
priority by providing funding in this plan for some of our facility renovations and
replacement needs, as follows:

. $68.9 millien for the design and construction of a new 40th Precinct
Stationhouse in the Bronx, which was built in 1924, is in very poor condition and cannot be



rehabilitated. A proposed site located at East 149th Street and Saint Ann's Avenue has
been identified for the new precinct.

. $40.3 million for design and construction costs associated with the renovation
of the 13th Precinct Stationhouse in Manhattan; and the renovation of 245 Glenmore
Avenue in Brooklyn, which houses the Brooklyn North Narcotics Division.

. $2.3 million in Federal funds and $252,000 in City funds was provided for the
replacement of the Bomb Squad Administrative/Training facility at Rodman’s Neck in the
Bronx, which was severely damaged by Hurricane Sandy.

. $2 million for renovation costs associated with leased space at 1 Teleport
Drive in Staten Island that will serve as a permanent site for Staten Island Traffic
Enforcement Division.

. $250,000 in the Expense Budget in FY’14 and the out-years for the painting
of Department facilities.

Also provided in the Capital Plan was $2.2 million for technology projects, including
an upgrade of the Traffic Accident Management System, and a Case Management
Tracking System to support the Inspector General, Federal Monitor and Risk Assessment
Compliance Initiatives.

The number of funded authorized full-time civilian positions is 14,589 in Fiscal Year
2014; 14,646 in Fiscal Year 2015; and 14,495 in the out-years. The reason for the
reductions in 2015 and the out years is that a number of grant-funded positions have not
yet been accounted for in the Fiscal Year 2015 budget. The part-time budget currently
funds 2,631 positions in Fiscal Year 2014, which consists mostly of School Crossing Guards.

There were no changes to the uniformed staffing levels, and the funded peak
headcount will remain at 35,437 in Fiscal Year 2015 and the out-years.

The July 2013 Police Officer class size was 1,247 recruits; of these, 1,171 graduated
in December. The January 2014 Police Officer class size was 650 recruits. In order to
reach the funded peak headcount of 35,437 in Fiscal Year 2015, the class size needed in
July 2014 would be approximately 950 police recruits. In addition, the January 2015 class
is estimated at 600 police recruits. The size of police recruit classes is designed to maintain
the funded peak headcount by replacing the attrition of officers that has occurred since the
prior class.

The projected attrition is approximately 2,100 in Fiscal Year 2014 and 1,300 in
Fiscal Year 2015. In 2014 larger numbers of police officers were eligible for retirement
than in most years upon reaching their 20-year anniversary this past August and February.

The average uniformed headcount is estimated to be 35,108 in Fiscal Year 2014,
which represents an increase of 61 positions, as compared to 35,047 in Fiscal Year 2013.



The average headcount for Fiscal Year 2015 is projected at 35,122, which would be 14
higher than Fiscal Year 2014.

Completion of our new Police Academy is budgeted at $57.3 million in Fiscal Year
2014 and 2015, which supplements $727 million budgeted in prior fiscal years. The
building will be substantially completed this summer and we’ll begin the phase-in of
certain training activities and functions at that time. We expect the facility to be ready to
host the entire training for its first recruit class in January.

As mentioned in my March testimony, even as our new Academy opens in January,
it will be necessary for the Police Department to retain the current Police Academy facility
on 20" Street in Manhattan. Many of this building’s facilities, including the Firearms and
Tactics Range, must remain active and in use, not only for recruits but also for in-service
training. In addition, the 13th Precinct and the Police Academy are conjoined and share
the same infrastructure. The Department intends to consolidate a variety of functions in
the old building.

I am very optimistic about the future of the Police Department and the direction we
are heading. As the decrease in crime so far this year shows, we can police the city
effectively without intruding unnecessarily or excessively into the lives of its citizens. I
believe the same is true of our mission to defend New York from another terrorist attack.
My long experience has taught me there is a direct correlation between the level of
community support for the police and success in fighting crime and terror. With the
exceptional budget provided by Mayor de Blasio and the assistance of the members of the
City Council, we will continue to work tirelessly to earn the trust and confidence of New
Yorkers and to ensure that there are even better, brighter days ahead for our city.

Thank you again for this opportunity to testify. At this point, I’d be happy to take
your questions. :



Statement of Elizabeth Glazer
Director, Mayor’s Office of Criminal Justice
New York City Council
Committees on Public Safety and Finance
May 20, 2014

Good afternoon, Chairperson Gibson, Chairperson Ferreras and members of the Public
Safety and Finance Committees. My name is Elizabeth Glazer and I am the Director of the
Mayor’s Office of Criminal Justice. I am joined today by Jean-Claude LeBec, our Executive
Director for Budget and Operations; Migdalia Veloz, our Chief Contracting Officer; and Jordan
Dressler, our General Counsel. Iam glad to have the opportunity to speak with you today about
the Mayor’s FY15 executive budget as it pertains to criminal justice programs and initiatives.

The Mayor’s Office of Criminal Justice oversees citywide criminal justice policy and
develops and implements strategies aimed at achieving three main goals: to reduce crime; to
reduce unnecessary incarceration; and to promote fairness. The Office of Criminal Justice is the
Mayor’s policy advisor on criminal justice and acts as a liaison among the various actors in the
criminal justice system, developing and promoting initiatives to enhance effectiveness, efficiency

and fairmess.

We have an opportunity this year to take a significant step forward in achieving all three
goals and doing it in a way that integrates the many players and entities that affect and are
affected by the criminal justice system. As District Attorney Vance told you earlier, his office’s
work has yielded asset forfeiture money that will fund a Criminal Justice Investment Fund.
Working together with the DA’s Office and OMB, we have the opportunity to develop an
affirmative multi-year strategy to make our city safer and fairer. By investing wisely, we can
move from the disjointed, sporadic and pilot-project driven world that the criminal justice
“system” currently inhabits, towards an integrated, systemic and results-oriented world that
fairness and effectiveness demand.

REDUCING CRIME AND ENHANCING PUBLIC SAFETY

This City continues to experience an extraordinary decline in crime that has kept New
York the safest big city in the country. As of May 11, major crime in the City was down 2.7%
from the same period one year ago. Murders are down 14% from the same period last year.
These drops have occurred even as stop-and-frisk incidents have declined by 86% in the first
quarter of 2014 and the number of criminal summonses issued has dropped by 21% this vear to
date. We have also continued our decline in the use of incarceration; as of yesterday, the inmate
population in custody of the Department of Correction was down 7% this year versus last year,
and the City’s overall prison and jail incarceration rate is half of what it was at its peak in 1996.

But there is still work to do. Our job this year is to find ways to make sure that all parts
of the City see success in reducing crime and enhancing public safety. One way that we hope to
achieve this — with the Council’s support - is to continue to find ways to further combat gun
violence. Unfortunately, although homicides have declined, we have seen a 7% uptick in
shootings this year compared to last, an increase that has been concentrated in public housing
and the City’s most disadvantaged neighborhoods. We know that we can all do more to reverse
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this trend. This year’s DOHMH budget includes $6 million for anti-gun violence initiatives that
can expand and build on programs funded by the Council. As we plan for the investment of
these funds, we will also want to understand what other models — funded privately, as well as by
the state and federal government — are effective; where they are operating and where there are
gaps. :

In Crown Heights, the privately funded “Save Our Streets” program has reduced
retaliatory violence -- a 20% reduction in average monthly shootings than there would have been
without the program. “Save Ouf Streets” uses a variation of the Cure Violence model recruiting
credible messengers and local “violence interrupters.” They have also experimented with
changing social norms through messaging, including developing a kind of “flash mob” that
appears at the site of shootings to signal that shootings should not be considered an accepted
norm.

And we should explore other approaches as well that have proven track records:
interventions in hospitals or other sites; instilling a sense of “legitimacy” in those most likely to
otfend. Promoting perceptions of fairness and making people feel that they are being treated
with dignity and have a voice, research shows, encourages people to voluntarily obey the law.
Critically, as we invest in programming, we will also invest in the assessments that tell us what

works and what doesn’t.

REDUCING UNNECCESSARY INCARCERATION

Reducing the unnecessary use of incarceration is a second goal. We know that we can
reduce both crime and incarceration when we are smart about assessing risk and about matching
the right people to programs that work at the right time. A key piece of this strategy is to ensure
that we invest in effective programming and develop the tools to help judges and other parts of
the criminal justice system to appropriately assess whether incarceration, programming or

nothing is the most effective response.

To do this we are committed to the most effective use of our robust portfolio of pretrial
services and alternative-to-detention and incarceration programs. Our budget for these programs
totals $35.7 million in City funds for FY15, which includes $18.1 million in funding for the non-
protit Criminal Justice Agency (CJA) to provide pretrial services. CJA’s funding was increased
by $194,000 this year to establish a new Failure-to-Appear (FTA) Unit in Manhattan and expand
the Bronx’s FTA Unit. This adds to units currently operating the Brooklyn and Queens. With the
FTA Units, CJA contacts defendants who have missed appearances in court and have bench
warrants out for their arrest and persuades them to return to court on their own. These
detendants might otherwise be detained by police on the warrant, spend time in custody and then
be returned to court involuntarily. Nearly every defendant that CJA makes contact with returns
to court on their own. Typically, the warrant is then vacated and most defendants are either

released or have their case immediately resolved.

One new piece of our ATI/ATD contract portfolio highlights our approach to assessing
risk accurately and matching programs effectively to reduce both crime and unnecessary
incarceration. The FY15 budget includes $2.8 million in funding for the Court Based
Intervention Resource Teams program, or CIRT. This is a joint initiative of our Office, the
Department of Correction and the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene which supports
ATl and ATD programs for mentally ill inmates in Department of Correction custody.
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We developed CIRT in response to research which showed that inmates in DOC custody
who have a mental illness remain in jail nearly twice as long as those who don’t. Using
technology built at the Department of Correction and a risk assessment instrument developed by
DOC and the Vera Institute of Justice, CIRTs in all five boroughs can identify non-violent
inmates with mental health problems who do not pose a high risk of recidivism and offer case
management and court-ordered supervision instead of jail. Manhattan CIRT, which is being
operated by CASES, began taking clients in March, and we expect that CIRT programs in the
other four boroughs will begin operating this summer.

PROMOTING FAIRNESS

Our third key goal is promoting fairness in the criminal justice system, which includes a
strong and well-funded indigent defense system. The budget for indigent defense in fiscal year
2015 is $252.7 million. This includes a 42% increase in funding for defense organizations in
family court representing over 3,000 indigent parents and guardians accused of abuse or neglect
(also known as “Article 10” cases), from $12.5 million to $21.7 million. This rise in funding
reflects how much legal, investigative and advocacy work is required to provide a robust defense
for clients, and how long it takes for these cases to reach resolution. As we reported to the
Council in March, an RFP for Article 10 representation was issued last November. We are
currently concluding negotiations with organizations in Brooklyn, the Bronx, Manhattan and
Queens for contracts that would begin in July.

This year, we will be working with criminal justice stakeholders to solve a long-standing
problem in the criminal justice system — delays in the processing of cases in court. Case delays
in the Supreme Court continue to grow, despite a drop in filings; since 2000, the Supreme Court
caseload has decreased 23% while the number of cases pending over the Court’s 180-day
Standards and Goals measure increased by 79%. As of the beginning of March, 56% of the
cases pending in Supreme Court exceeded Standards and Goals. These delays negatively affect
defendants waiting to resolve their cases, whether they are missing work or school to repeatedly
return to court, or they are being held in custody. We look forward to working with the many
different players in the system to solve this problem.

We know it can be done, because we have seen it work in moving defendants faster from
arrest to arraignment, with measurable results. Over the past two years, in the face of increased
delays in arrest processing, the courts, the Police Department, the District Attorneys, the defense
bar and our office worked together to bring arrest-to-arraignment times down, For January
through April of 2012, the average arrest to arraignment time in the City was 26.72 hours. For
the same period last year, the average was 21.96 hours. This year, the average was 21.11 hours,
a 21% drop from the same period in 2012 and well below the 24-hour standard.

Thank you for this opportunity to speak to you today. [ am happy to take your questions.



New York County District Attorney Cyrus R. Vance, Jr.
FY15 Executive Budget Testimony
Before the New York City Council Public Safety Committee
May 20, 2014

When I last spoke before City Council in March, I highlighted the innovative and effective
work of the New York County District Attorney’s Office Crime Strategies Unit and the success of
our Intelligence Driven Prosecution model. I am extremely proud of our achievements in bringing
violent crime to record lows in Manhattan and I pledge we will remain vigilant. At the same time
that we have made substantial gains in keeping our streets safe, our office has also built a reputation
as a national leader in policing the economic markets of our City and nation. Within our jurisdiction
lies the world’s greatest center for global business, trade and finance and the New York County
District Attorney’s Office has the responsibility, singular among local prosecutots, to investigate
major economic crimes, inclading those involving financial transaction in our global markets. In
fact, one of our core philosophies is that we have an obligation to act as 2 local “cop” for the
wotld’s markets and international businesses located within our jutisdiction. In an ever-more
complicated and fast moving world, cases brought by this Office protect the integtrity of these
businesses, markets and financial institutions. As a tesult, we ate a national leades in mvestlgatmg
and prosecuting extremely complicated cases that protect our matkets and consutnets.

Major Economic Crime Investigations

The investigation of major economic crime is petformed by DANY’s Investigation Division,
unique among the local prosecutor offices in its mission, capabilities, and resources. Annually,
DANY spends $21 million and assigns over 300 employees to conduct proactive investigations. We
conduct investigative work and provide local expertise alongside partnering Federal, State, and City
agencies to target individuals and entities who misuse our financial institutions for illicit purposes, ot
whose conduct undermines the integrity and stability of our markets and businesses upon which this
city relies for its growth. International money laundering, terrorst financing, investment and
secutities fraud schemes, cyber-crime threats, and construction fraud are a few such areas.

The benefit to the City and the State in the form of public safety, a level playing field for all
businesses, and financial market fairness cannot be overstated. At the same time, since 2009, the
effect of these mvestigations and prosecution by our Office have, through forfeitures, settlements
and restitution brought in over $1.1 billion in unrestricted general fund revenue to the City and the
State. $580 million, over seven times our annual city tax levy funding, was deposited in the City
treasury. This money was used to cover budget gaps and fund necessaty setvices Citywide. In
addition to returning millions of dollars for New Yotk City, our willingness and ability to investigate

1



and prosecute major financial crimes acts as a strong deterrent to would-be perpetrators of financial
crimes, thereby saving the City and its citizens, both individual and corporate, billions of dollars in
lost revenue. The following are just a few examples of investigations undertaken by DANY that
have a direct impact on taxpayer money:

e In March 2014, we announced a grand jury report examining the vulnerability of
New York’s wotkers’ compensation insurance system to fraud and misuse. The
tepott stemmed from investigations by DANY Money Laundeting and Tax Crimes
Unit into false information provided to the New York State Insurance Fund in
connection with applications for workers’ compensation policies.

e In January 2014, we announced the indictment of 134 defendants for a massive frand
against the federal Social Security Disability Insurance Benefits (“SSDI”) program
that resulted in the loss of hundreds of millions of dollars from taxpayers. The
defendants, including many retirees of the NYPD and FDNY, are accused of lying
about their psychiatric conditions in order to obtain benefits to which they were not
entitled. This investigation is ongoing and will likely result in additional indictments.

e In August 2012, a grand juty empanelled by our office found systemic problems with
real propetty tax filings, including the filing of false documents and information with
New York City in connection with the computation of real propexsty tax liability. The
repott recommended legislative, executive, and administrative reforms to protect the
integtity of the tax system and maximize tax receipts lawfully due to the City.

We are pleased to be able to contribute so much more than we take and we strongly believe
that the resources we invest in complex white-collar cases are well worth the benefits they retun to
the taxpayers in the form of faimess justice, and public safety. While our office has consistently
benefited from a revenue sharing agreement with the City that allows for reinvestment of fines and
restitution derived from cases pursued by out office, this arrangement made it difficult to plan from
year to yeat. Given the uncertainty associated with such a funding arrangement and in recognition of
the importance of DANY’s white collar crime work to the City, our office was allocated $7.5 million
starting in FY'15 as patt of the Mayor’s Executive Budget. We are grateful for this baseline budget
adjustment, as it will provide us with the ability to best plan for our continued our work in this field.

Criminal Justice Investment Fund

Last yeat, in partnership with the U.S. Department of Justice and the U.S. Treasury
Depattment, we resolved two terrorist financing cases involving HSBC and Standard Chattered
Bank which resulted in large federal asset forfeitures. These forfeited funds are subject to stringent
federal equitable sharing rules, which govern both the distribution of fotfeited funds to pattner
agencies, as well as the manner in which the funds are spent. The federal guidelines, for example,
require that the money be spent exclusively on law enforcement purposes or other public safety
priorities. Additionally, and of critical importance to any discussion of my office’s budget, these
funds generally cannot be used for salaries or additional personnel, or used to supplant existing
funds and operations.



In response to this funding and in recognition of the unprecedented opportunity it presents
to transform law enforcement and criminal justice policy Citywide, I decided to place the funding
from these cases in something we are calling the Criminal Justice Investment Fund (CJIF). The
primary mission of the Criminal Justice Investment Fund is to enhance public safety and promote
fairness and excellence throughout New York City’s ctiminal justice system.

Our office is working in partnership with the Mayor’s Office of Criminal Justice and the
Office of Management and Budget (OMB) to develop an overall Citywide strategy for the
administration of this fund. We will work as partners with the Mayor’s Office to identify and
manage investments in criminal justice initiatives that are transformative, far-reaching and address
the most significant public safety and law enforcement needs across the City. Already identified
projects include the development of an alternative to incarceration and detention performance
clearinghouse to track individual-level progress and provide information to stakeholders about
existing programs, their availability and the quality of services. Other areas of focus include an
expansion of diversion options for special populations, including the mentally ill, and reentry
programming.

We have also already committed to sharing these funds with the offices of our fellow
District Attorneys to modernize courtroom presentation technology throughout the City and
enhance the capacity of other District Attorney’s offices with basic telephone and computer
forensics. Through the allocation of these monies, my counterparts it other boroughs will have
state-of-the-art crime fighting tools at their disposal.

We are also working closely with the Police Department to identify shared law enforcement
ptotities. One example is an expansion of the NYPD’s public safety camera network. Cameras
continue to be a cotical Jaw enforcement tool as they setve as both a deterrent and a source of
investigative materials when crimes have been committed. QOur office will invest in a significant
expansion of the camera network in high crime areas and neighborhoods.

Finally, we have committed resources to addressing core technology and facility needs of my
office, including the longstanding need to modernize and renovate our office space and enhance
data and analytic capacity. These projects, and other capacity building efforts, will support our
office’s ability to remain on the forefront of prosecutorial innovation.

Through the significant contribution my office will make to enhance public safety — both
through the Crimina] Justice Investment Fund and our office’s core mission of responding to and
preventing ctime — I am confident that New Yotk will continue to thrive as the country’s safest big
city and a place where people want to do business. I thank you for the opportunity to discuss our
budget and highlight some of the significant initiatives underway in my office.
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Chairwomen Ferreras and Gibson, members of the Finance and Public Safety
Committees, my name is Bishop Mitchell Taylor and | am a Queens City Council
designee to the Civilian Complaint Review Board (or CCRB). With me today are
Executive Director Tracy Catapano-Fox and members of our executive staff. We will be

available to answer your questions at the conclusion of my testimony.

The CCRB is mandated to investigate, mediate, make findings, recommend
actions and prosecute complaints of police misconduct involving what is commonly
referred to as FADOQ, ie. excessive use of force, abuse of authority, discourtesy or use
of offensive language. To fulfill this mandate, the CCRB thoroughly and impartiaily
investigates all civilian complaints typically within eighteen months of date of incident,
which encourages all parties to have confidence in the process and findings by the
Board. When the Board determines misconduct has occurred, it may recommend
various levels of discipline, including Instructions, Command Discipline, or most
seriously, Charges and Specifications. If the Board recommends Charges, the CCRB

Administrative Prosecution Unit ("APU") is tasked with prosecuting these cases before



the NYPD Deputy Cdmmissioner of Trials, and the Police Commissioner makes the

ultimate determination for discipline. The APU has been in effect since April 11, 2013.

On May 8, 2014, Mayor de Blasio released the Executive Budget for Fiscal Year
(FY} 2015. For FY 2015, the CCRB has a current preliminary budget of $12,758,025,
$9,858,625 for PS and $2,899,400 for OTPS. The authorized headcount is 167
positions: 120 positions in investigations, 20 positions in the APU and 27 positions in
administration. The Mayor’'s Executive Budget added three legal advisor positions to our
Investigations Division. We are very thankful to the administration for the additional
funding. These experienced aftorneys will be well positioned to identify, through their
review of cases, those areas ripe for board policy recommendations, which can improve
the overall quality of policing in New York City, and provide high quality legal review of a
greater number of cases. By improving the legal quality of CCRB investigations, we will
ensure a fair and thorough review of all allegations of police misconduct brought to the
CCRB.

In March, we submitted a request for new needs for FY 2015 to the
administration. The new needs request was thoroughly evaluated by the administration.
In addition to three attorney positions that the administration granted, the CCRB
requested funds for two additional proposals that the administration did not grant: five
new outreach positions to launch “the CCRB in the Five Boroughs” initiative and seven

investigative positions for our new “Field Investigative Team” initiative.

Initiatives for FY 2015

“CCRB in the Five Boroughs” Initiative

The “CCRB in the 5 Boroughs” is a new initiative that will expand our outreach
into all communities in New York City, to provide greater resources and assistance to
civilian victims of police misconduct, and educate New Yorkers about their rights and

responsibilities in deescalating interactions with police officers. To support this initiative,
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we are seeking five new administrative staff positions, who will be present in each

borough and perform the above functions for the CCRB.

One function of the “CCRB in the 5 Boroughs” initiative is to increase outreach
and awareness to various communities within New York City. In 2013, the CCRB
outreach program made 204 presentations. This was a significant increase from 2008,
where the CCRB held 47 presentations, and 2009, where the CCRB held 49
presentations. However, due to the hiring freeze from 2009-2011, the outreach
department decreased to only 1 full time employee and had to rely on temporary unpaid
college interns and members of staff who volunteered to perform outreach. Despite the
removal of the hiring freeze, we only have 2 full time employees to supervise and
execute the tremendous increase in outreach programs, and still rely on board
members, unpaid interns and staff volunteers to handle the volume. In the first 4
months of 2014, the CCRB handled over 100 outreach programs across New York City,
which is almost seven times more than were handled in the first four months of 2008
and 2009. The question begs an answer: how are we doing more with less? The Chair
of our Outreach Committee is very aggressive concerning 'outreach and the Board has
challenged us to make outreach a priority. Because of this, staff have volunteered their
time, to field these additional outreach opportunities. However, it diminishes their
capacity to do the vital work they were hired to do. Although doing it on their own time,
they work long hours on weekdays and weekends to ensure the quality of the
investigations are maintained. Inevitably, this diminishes our ability to put out a quality
work product by continuing to supplement the outreach program with staff from other
divisions. The CCRB believes that there are significant limitations to the long-term
sustainability of an outreach program running almost solely on interns and volunteers,
and therefore seeks five additional staff members to facilitate and offer outreach

programs to the five boroughs.

The “CCRB in the 5 Boroughs”, in addition to providing greater outreach in each
borough, would also assign one staff member to each borough for weekly intake

sessions, so that civilians can file complaints of police misconduct with the staff member



in a location within each borough. Often we hear from victims of pélice misconduct that
they are unable to come to the CCRB office to file complaints or be interviewed because
it is a financial burden to travel to Manhattan, it is too time consuming, or that they are
unable to leave work to appear at the agency during office hours. In order to create a
continuity of service, we must have additional staff that will be able to work
unconventional hours, to accommodate the working population of New York City. We
believe that most of our complainants are part of the working poor, and to ask them to
take off from their jobs in order to come to the CCRB can be daunting. It is unfair to
place a greater burden on these citizens in order to pursue their civil rights. This
initiative allows us to remove the barriers that are inherent with most of our
complainants. By having outreach coordinators in each borough weekly, this would
alleviate the burden of civilians of having to travel to the CCRB agency during work
hours, and give them the opportunity to immediately file a complaint and be interviewed
by a CCRB investigator within their own community. This staff member would also
schedule interviews for witnesses and victims in pending CCRB cases as well as handle
intake of new complaints. The outreach staff member can provide information and
answer questions to civilians interested in learning more about the agency and how it

can assist the community.

We are working to coordinate with Borough Presidents and City Councilmembers
to facilitate obtaining locations for the “CCRB in the 5 Boroughs” initiative on a weekly
basis. These conversations have bolstered our belief that having a dedicated staff
member for each borough will improve community relations and provide stability and
consistency for our partners in government who will offer us the facility space. We
anticipate that this initiative will increase the number of outreach presentations by 50%

and ensure that all communities will be reached in New York City.

To ensure the stability and success of the “CCRB in the 5 Boroughs” initiative,
we are asking for five additional staff members at an annual salary of $49,538. This

funding is reasonable in light of the valuable work these employees will perform in



ensuring that civilians are provided the opportunity to address their allegations of police

misconduct timely and efficiently.
“Field Investigative Team” Initiative

Our second initiative is a “Field Investigative Team” to improve the quality and
timeliness of our investigations. We are seeking seven investigators at an annual salary
of $49,045 each, who will respond to ‘allegations of police misconduct throughout New
York City, and obtain witness statements, audio and critical video evidence within 24

hours of the report incident.

The central mission of the CCRB is to investigate and resolve allegations of
police misconduct in a timely and efficient manner. Past budget cuts and hiring
restrictions have limited the CCRB's capacity to timely investigate allegations of police
misconduct. In 2008, the CCRB had 153 investigators, but due to budget cuts and
hiring freezes, that number has dwindled to 120 investigators in the 2014 Executive
Budget for FY 2015. This massive decrease in investigators has greatly affected the
agency’'s ability to effectively perform its core mission. In 2008, the CCRB was ablé to
close a substantiated investigation in 351 days, less than one year after the date of
incident. However, in 2013, it took the CCRB an average of 436 days to close a

substantiated investigation, a 24% increase in time.

The CCRB is committed to increasing our case resolution rate by getting earlier
access to video and audio evidence, interviewing complainants and witnesses earlier,
and decreasing time for mediations to occur. To address this systemic problem, the
CCRB has created a new intake unit that has reallocated resources around investigative
teams to more promptly receive and respond to complaints. However, our ability to
increase our case resolution rate depends on our ability to reach complainants earlier
and obtain interviews, as well as obtain video and locate witnesses to fully investigate

cases.



The request for adding seven investigators will allow the CCRB to conduct more
field operations. Under the “field investigators” initiative, the CCRB will be able to
designate investigators to go to the field every day and collect video and -civilian
statements within two days of the complaint being filed. This will enhance the quality of
the investigations, by ensuring we quickly obtain objective video evidence and witness
information from the onset of the investigation. Further, this will help increase the case
resolution rate, as well as enable the CCRB to conduct more investigative steps
(conduct witness interviews, collect video, take photographs of the incident location,

etc.) in a timely manner, thus reducing the days required to complete a full investigation.

With the support and funding for these initiatives, we are confident that we can
meet the objectives of Mayor de Blasio and the City Council in fulfiling the CCRB’s
mission to provide quality, impartial and thorough investigations into police misconduct
for the citizens of New York. We are grateful that the Administration and the Council
are committed to ensuring that the Board has all the resources needed for the future
success of the CCRB. |

Thank you for your time and continued support. | will be happy to answer any

questions you may have.
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INTRODUCTION

Thank you for this opportunity to address the Public Safety Committee to discuss the
Mayor’s Executive Budget, its impact on my Office and the fiscal challenges uniquely facing my

Office going forward.

I would like to begin by thanking the City Council, The Mayor, The Office of Criminal
Justice and OMB for their response to our budget request in the FY 15 Executive Plan budget.
Beginning next fiscal year, my Office was provided $5.2M in the baseline to address a variety of
needs as described in my prior testimony. These additional resources are vital to the operation of
my Office and will allow us to begin to move the Kings County District Attorney’s Office

towards being the leading law enforcement agency the people of Brooklyn expect and deserve.

CRIME STRATEGIES

Brooklyn remains the borough with the highest number of Felony arrests Citywide. My
Office is committed to utilizing all of its resources not only to prosecute those who seek to
terrorize neighborhoods with criminal activity and violence but also, wherever possible, to utilize
crime prevention strategies to save the residents of Brooklyn from becoming the victims of crime

in the first place.

As noted in my previous testimony, my Office now has a Crime Strategies Unit which is
focused on completing in depth statistical analysis on historical and current crime trends in key
high erime areas to help us employ crime prevention strategies. This unit will be staffed with
ADAs as well as 7 Data and Statistical Analysts, each focused on a select collection of precincts,
providing up to date data on crime reported in that area, instances of criminal activity and
violence as well as statistical data to inform decisions regarding the effectiveness of initiatives
designed to reduce specific types of crime in the area. With this effort, my Office hopes to know
what is occurring in the various areas of Brooklyn, which will allow us to implement and adjust
crime prevention strategies according to the needs of that area rather than using a broad based

approach to crime prevention.



CONVICTION REVIEW

And as we know, Brooklyn is in the unique position of dealing with an ever expanding
number of convicted cases requiring review. With every case that is publicized, additional cases
are sent to my Office for review. As we work diligently to review all cases placed before us, it
remains unclear just how far back or how many cases will require this extensive and labor
intensive review. In the 5 short months since I became Brooklyn District Attorney, my Office
has moved to vacate 6 convictions of defendants, as well as withdrew an appeal i_nvolving one
other defendant, who, upon review of their cases, were wrongfully convicted. These actions not
only foster public trust in the criminal justice system but also begin the process of righting an

injustice committed against these defendants,

It is the responsibility of my Office and my counterparts in the criminal justice system to
enforce the law with the goal of ensuring that there is justice for all. In the pursuit of justice, we
are committed to reviewing the cases before us and dedicating the necessary resources to
investigating those cases in question to ensure that anyone serving time for a crime is doing so as

a result of a fair investigation and prosecution.

Since my prior testimony, the newly formed Conviction Review Unit has been expanded,
and now includes 10ADAs, 3 investigators and other support staff dedicated to this effort.
Additional resources provided in the Mayor’s FY 15 Executive budget will be utilized to
continue to expand the unit to meet this unique need. While the allocation of resources for this
purpose was not specified in the budget, my Office intends to spend an additional $500,000
annually of the $5.2 million provided to us for a total cost of $1.1 million annually to staff this

critical umnit.

FORENSIC SCIENCE UNIT

And since I am committed to utilizing the resources necessary to ensure that cases are
handled with the highest level of integrity, I have created a Forensic Science Unit that will
specialize in the use of state-of-the-art forensic science to enhance investigations and
prosecutions. Specifically, this unit will assist on motions for post-conviction DNA and the
work being done by the Conviction Review Unit. A unit of this type is essential to ensure justice

for victims and protect the integrity of the criminal justice system.



PROJECT RE-DIRECT

In addition, the recent shooting of 13-year old Gama Droyville shows that gun violence is
still plaguing areas of Brooklyn, including East New York, Brownsville and Bedford Stuyvesant.
Every effort is being made to combat this violence through investigations and swift prosecution.
For example, just last month, Police Commissioner Bratton and I held a press conference
announcing the arrest of a family in Georgia and others for selling 155 guns to an undercover

NYPD officer that they thought were destined for the streets of Brooklyn.

Unfortunately, there are still too many illegal guns on the streets of our City and young
people in Brooklyn are too often offenders and victims of senseless gun violence. The key to
keeping our streets safe for all is to ensure that our young people have alternatives to joining
gangs. Similarly, for those who have entered the criminal justice system, it is important to

provide alternatives to incarceration focused on changing the path that they are on.

Project Re Direct is one of our programs working with violent youth offenders ages 14-
22. Through participation in this program, these young people are provided counseling,
electronic monitoring as well as life skills training. Rather than incarcerating these young people
at a tremendous cost to the City as well as the young people involved, this program seeks to
intervene at a critical point where the adaptation of basic life skills can divert these young people
from participating in the violent behavior that led them into the criminal justice system. On
average, 85% of our program participants do not recidivate within two years of successfully
completing the program. This success rate lets us know that we are changing lives with Project
Re Direct and it should be continued. While this program was once grant funded, that funding
expired at the close of 2013. Not only would we like to continue this program but we seek to
expand the program to have the capacity to serve 40 participants, a 30% increase from the
cwrrent population. I ask for the Council’s support with funding in the amount of $150,000 to
maintain and expand Project Re-Direct in FY 2015 — because this essential community program

literally can save lives.

IRAUDS BUREAU

As my Office works to combat the rise in violent crime in Brooklyn, we must not

overlook the rise of fraud based crimes. To address what we see as a growing trend, I have



created a Frauds Bureau within the Investigation Division. This burecau will investigate and
prosecute instances of fraud in areas such as Immigration and Healthcare. This newly created
bureau will have the broad responsibility of investigating and prosecuting all forms of fraud,
including complex frauds such as embezzlement, investment fraud and insurance fraud.
Unfortunately, the most vulnerable in our community are being targeted and defrauded out of
their hard earned money and that is why I recently created the Immigrant Fraud Unit so that we
can protect those who live in our immigrant communities in Brooklyn from being scammed,

ripped off and exploited by criminals.

CONCLUSION

In closing, I would like to again thank the Council, specifically the Brooklyn delegation
and the Public Safety Commiittee, for all your hard work in support of my Office. Your efforts
are demonstrated in the increase to my Office’s baseline budget. The funding provided mitigates
the budget deficit I was facing as result of the previous administration. Furthermore, the
resources provided will allow my Office to have fiscal stability and the ability to plan which is
crucial. While the amount provided does not mect all the needs I identified in the new needs
request to the OMB, I have been assured that further conversations will be had to discuss
additional resources needed by my Office in order to move completely beyond the fiscal
situation that we inherited from the prior administration and forward to address the critical law

enforcement needs in Brooklyn.

Thank you.
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Re: Mayor’s FY 2015 Executive Budget

Thank you for the opportunity to appear before you today to discuss the Mayor’s Executive
Budget for Fiscal Year 2015,

At the outset, I want to express my appreciation to Chairpersons Ferreras and Gibson and
to your colleagues for your efforts on our behalf. The time that each of you and your staffs have
taken over these past few months to understand both the operations of our office and the budgetary
issues that we face has been extraordinary. We very much appreciate your recognition of the
important role that New York City’s prosecutors play in the criminal justice system both in ensuring
accountability of offenders and in critical community-based crime prevention initiatives. And we
look forward to working with you and your colleagues in addressing the important public safety
issues that we face in the communities that we represent.

['have provided you with a booklet, as I do each year, that provides you with a brief overview
of some of our most recent accomplishments.

In short, the Queens County District Attorney’s Office is among the busiest metropolitan
prosecutors’ offices in the nation and an office that I believe, it is fair to say, has the respect of our
law enforcement colleagues and the confidence of the 2.3 million residents of Queens County whom
we represent,



Our Trial and Major Crime Divisions handled over 78,000 criminal prosecutions last year
alone resulting from arrests made by our police officers. Our Investigations Division maintains an
extraordinarily active effort working with federal, state and local law enforcement in addressing
criminal activity at its roots -- ranging from organized crime and rackets activity to financial crimes
to integrity matters to investigations of large scale narcotics and gun trafficking, as well as of
emerging crime trends such as gang violence, human trafficking and the victimization of youths by
organized prostitution operations. Our Special Prosecutions Division continues to run a host of
community-based prevention, education and outreach programs -- with many focused on our
communities’ youths and active anti-violence, anti-drug, and anti-gang efforts, incorporating school
based outreach, partnerships with communities, after-school and summer recreational activities, and
youth employment and empowerment efforts. Our Legal Affairs Division provides legal guidance and
training to our assistants, defends our convictions in state and federal courts and responds to a vast
array of post-conviction motions and proceedings.

And we take great pride in our alternative sentencing programs that divert offenders from
possible jail sentence to a wide array of support programs that help offenders turn their lives around.
At the same time, we are very much committed to doing everything in our power to make certain that
the innocent are never wrongfully convicted, that only appropriate charges based on the evidence are
filed against the guilty and that justice is done with respect to each and every one of the cases that we
handle.

Turning now to our fiscal situation, we are gratified to see in the Mayor’s Executive Budget
an infusion of $2.9 million dollars in baselined funding to support a host of new initiatives. We are
very pleased that these new monies will allow us to begin to meet many of the growing needs that
have emerged over the past decade.

We are currently working on a plan that we will shortly be submitting to the City’s Office of
Management and Budget on how we propose to use these monies so that this new funding can
actually be released to our office’s budget going forward. We are hopeful that, once the plan is
finalized, we will be able to increase staffing and other resources that will focus on recent crime
trends such as financial exploitation crimes, internet crimes against children, identity theft, computer
crime and credit card fraud, among many others.

We also hope to include an enhanced focus on the investigation and prosecution of felony
vehicular crimes, vehicular homicides and vehicular assaults involving serious physical injury, with
particular emphasis placed on matters involving impairment of motor vehicle operators by the use of
drugs or alcohol; matters in which drivers are operating vehicles with suspended licenses; and repeat
vehicular crime and reckless driving offenses. In the gang violence area, we also plan to increase
staffing dedicated to both investigations and prosecutions of gang violence matters to better ensure
accountability of offenders as well as to community-based youth violence prevention and youth



empowerment initiatives,

Perhaps, most importantly, we also intend to use a portion of these monies to help us begin
to build into our office a real capacity to harness technology in the aid of our ongoing investigations
and prosecutions and to analyze evidence increasingly appearing on social media sites -- particularly
in the area of youth gang activity.

As we testified this past March, we currently rely on police and other outside agencies to
conduct the forensic examinations we need in our investigations and prosecutions. But, with
technology advances and growing demands, relying on already strained outside resources is simply
no longer sufficient, often resulting in long backlogs before forensic work can be completed.

And this is at a time when the need for the analysis of cell phones, computers, video and
audio, social media sites and other technological evidence has been on the rise and has become
increasingly prevalent in our cases -- whether they be felony assaults, burglaries, robberies, narcotics
and gun trafficking, internet crimes targeting children or other offenses. The ability to address all
of these issues and access and preserve evidence from these devices and sites is critical and growing
in importance in order to both track emerging crime patterns and to build the strongest possible
investigations and prosecutions.

We believe that building an in-house forensic capacity, will help us significantly in addressing
our growing needs, while supplementing ongoing efforts of the NYPD and other agencies.

That said, it is important to note that we still have a long road ahead of us as we continue to
re-build our operations in the aftermath of the devastating series of budget reductions that we
sustained over the last decade. Even with the help of a number of restorations and workload formula
adjustments, we still are feeling the long-term effects of the cuts we took over time.,

As you know, over the past decade, we were forced to reduce staffing assigned to core
functions like case intake, hearings, trials, appellate work and ongoing investigative activity. We had
to curtail programs, including our Family Court program and a number of our community-based youth
anti-violence initiatives -- even at a time when we saw a disturbing increase in the incidence of youth
violence in our community. At the same time, we also re-deployed many existing resources to many
important new initiatives that we developed in collaboration with the City -- including specialized
efforts to target misdemeanor recidivists; community-based juvenile crime prevention efforts; new
programs to target revenue crimes; mental health and drug court initiatives; and a host of cost savings
efforts, including expedited case intake processing and conviction to sentence times, amongst many
others.



We also restricted salaries and lost pace with colleague offices -- in the process making it
difficult to retain our middle level experienced assistants. And we cut OTPS to the bone, along the
way slowing our pace of growth in critical technology and software development areas despite
increasing demand.

Along these lines, significantly, during these years we were unable to grow our physical office
space as a number of our colleague offices were able to do. As a result, we still today remain in
fragmented office facilities scattered along Queens Boulevard in both the original office space built
in the 1950's for a fraction of the staff we now have and in rental space away from the courthouse
where we conduct our work each day.

So we very much look forward to working with you and the Mayor’s Office on all of these
critical issues as well, with a particular focus on moving forward to address the long standing issues
of salary parity and retention, critical facilities-related needs, and staffing levels needed for and
assigned to core mission.

[ am confident -- particularly in light of the significant progress that we already have seen in
the Mayor’s Executive Budget for Fiscal 2015 -- that working together we will also be able to
successfully address these equally long-standing and critical issues that my Office continues to face.

In doing so, we look forward as well to continuing the dialogue with the City on workload
formulas for budget allocations. In the last analysis, I believe that it is extremely important to ensure
that each of our offices is given the criminal justice and public safety dollars that we need to do our
Jobs effectively and to meet emerging demands. As I have said many times before, the City’s
prosecutors are key partners in the criminal justice system along with police, probation and the courts.
And we must work collaboratively to ensure the efficiency and effectiveness of the entire system.

Again, thank you for the opportunity to testify today. Ivery much appreciate your listening
to our needs and am committed to working with you in addressing our City’s public safety issues.
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DISTRICT ATTORNEY
QUEENS COUNTY
125-01 QUEENS BOULEVARD
KEW GARDENS, NEW YORK 11415-1568

Richard A. Brown (718) 286-6000
District Attorney www.queensda.org
MEMORANDUM
March 21, 2014
To: The Chairperson and Members of the Committee on Public Safety
of the New York City Council
From: Queens County District Attorney Richard A. Brown
Re: Mayor’s FY 2015 Preliminary Budget

Thank you for the opportunity to appear before you to provide an overview of our office’s
operations and to discuss with you the Mayor’s Preliminary Budget for Fiscal Year 2015.

We very much look forward to working with you and your colleagues in addressing the
important public safety issues that we face in our communities. We know that you recognize the
important role that New York City’s prosecutors play in the criminal justice system both in ensuring
accountability of offenders and in critical community-based crime prevention initiatives. We look
to you for your support in furthering these efforts and ensuring that we have the necessary resources
to meet the needs posed by emerging crime trends and to fulfill our constitutional and statutory
obligations. Working with you, we are hopeful that we can make significant progress in achieving
those goals while we also begin to re-build our operations after close to a decade of historic budget
reductions.

The Queens County District Attorney’s Office is one of the busiest metropolitan prosecutors’
offices in the nation and an office that I believe, it is fair to say, has the respect of our law
enforcement colleagues and the confidence of the 2.3 million residents of Queens County whom we
represent. We handle over 75,000 criminal prosecutions each year resulting from arrests made by our
police officers. Inaddition, we maintain an extraordinarily active investigations effort working with
federal, state and local law enforcement in addressing criminal activity at its roots -- ranging from
organized crime and rackets activity to financial crimes to integrity matters to investigations of large
scale narcotics and gun trafficking, as well as of emerging crime trends such as gang violence, human



trafficking and the victimization of youths by organized prostitution operations. Our Special
Prosecutions Division works closely with communities in addressing quality of life issues and
oversees a significant number of crime prevention and community outreach programs -- many of
which are directed towards the youths in our county. And we take great pride in our work utilizing
alternative sentencing programs that divert offenders from possible jail sentencing to a wide array of
support programs that help offenders turn their lives around.

* * * *

2013 was another eventful year for us in which we prosecuted many high profile cases,
completed many significant long term investigations and handled our growing caseload efficiently
and effectively, while making significant progress in our efforts to address criminal activity in our
county and improve the quality of life for those who live and work here,

Overall, we have seen great success and much has changed since the early 90's when I first
took office. Since 1993, index crimes in all categories have dramatically declined, with murders
down 78.5%, rapes down 43.5%, robberies down 76.2%, felony assaults down 39.7%, burglaries
down 79.6%, and grand larcenies down 47.7%.

* * * *

Despite our successes, however, we have seen some particularly troubling trends and increases
in index crimes as well as increases in rapes, felony assaults, burglaries and grand larcenies, gang
activity and shooting incidents in a number of areas in our county. We are watching all of this very
closely and continue to be especially vigilant at keeping up the pressure on what we see as some of
the major contributing factors to violence -- gang activity, drug trafficking and the proliferation of
guns. Wehave dedicated a team of experienced trial and investigative attorneys to work closely with
police and community leaders to more effectively monitor crime trends and mount a coordinated
response to target repeat offenders whose criminal activity impacts significantly on the safety and
security of our county. We have worked with community leaders, as well, instituting a number of
gun buyback programs to help to take guns off the streets of our county. And we have established
ongoing outreach efforts -- particularly focused on our county’s youths -- to raise awareness of the
dangers of illegal gun possession and resulting violence.

* * * L]

I continue to be extremely proud of those with whom we work -- men and women who work
extremely hard, ofttimes on nights and weekends without additional compensation, to keep our county
a safe place in which to live and work. Significantly, over 50% of our assistants have been with us
over 10 years. We make every effort, as well, to ensure diversity of our staff. Our attorneys, along
with our investigators, secretaries, paralegals and other support staff are representative of the
extraordinary diversity of our county -- indeed, the most diverse in the nation.



Our Legal Affairs Division includes our Appeals Bureau which provides legal guidance to
assistants throughout our office, defends our convictions in our state and federal courts and responds
to a vast array of post-conviction motions and proceedings. The Division also oversees the many
training and continuing legal education programs that help our assistants hone their legal skills and
keep us up to date on new developments in the law.

We have no appellate backlog. Our office has argued in our appellate courts some of the
most significant cases in the State. We are in the Federal Courts on a regular basis; we have argued
before the United States Supreme Court.

Our Trial Division is responsible for the vast majority of our office’s prosecutions from the
thousands of misdemeanors that we handle to felony gun cases, burglaries, robberies, gang violence,
narcotics, and the prosecution of career criminals. Qur Major Crimes Division includes our Homicide
Investigations and Homicide Trials Bureaus, our Domestic Violence Bureau and our Special Victims
Bureau, which handles prosecutions of sexual assaults, child physical and sexual abuse, and crimes
against the elderly. The assistants assigned to both of these Divisions bring to their work great skill
and talent, extraordinary dedication, compassion and sensitivity for crime victims and their families.

Our plea policy -- which severely limits post indictment plea bargaining -- has significantly
reduced case backlogs in the Supreme Court and has allowed us to engage in meaningful plea
discussions with the defense bar early on.

And we continue to make a concerted effort to get involved in our cases as early in the process
as possible. From the outset we have placed great emphasis on an extensive “riding” program which
puts our assistants at all sorts of crime scenes to work alongside of our police officers and this
continues today. As aresult, we are regulars in the police precincts working with police in enhancing
investigations and prosecutions. And we are out in the hospitals and in the homes of victims at all
hours of the day and night -- responding to reports of criminal activity in the County at the earliest
possible stage of a case.

Our Investigations Division continues to conduct intensive long term investigations utilizing
court authorized electronic surveillance and other sophisticated investigative techmigues --
investigations that have helped to dismantle many criminal enterprises that have been preying on
Queens communities and which involve many areas, including organized crime, narcotics trafficking,
gang violence, insurance fraud, crime at our airports, credit card fraud, identity theft, money
laundering, and all sorts of other types of criminal activity.

We are an office that works closely with our federal, state and local law enforcement partners
-- sharing information and jointly investigating criminal activity.



In view of the fact that our county is home to two of our nation’s busiest airports, we maintain
an Airport Investigations Unit which works with our federal, state and local partners in investigating
and prosecuting criminal activity at JFK and LaGuardia. And following the tragic events of
September 11,2001, we added a Counter Terrorism Unit which, among other things, shares on adaily
basis vital information with our law enforcement colleagues and lends support in coordinating our
efforts. We have a permanent seat on the Joint Terrorist Task Force and assist in gathering
intelligence and investigating and prosecuting specific precursor crimes to terrorism including identity
theft, money laundering, counterfeit trademarking and the forgery or illegal procurement of
identification documents. As a result, we have been able to provide valuable information to both the
NYPD’s Intelligence Division and the Joint Terrorist Task Force and to work with them on significant

classified investigations.

As noted above, our Special Prosecutions Division runs a host of crime prevention and
community outreach programs, attends all of our precinct council and community board meetings,
and provides speakers for schools, community groups and town hall meetings, coordinates our many
advisory councils, and so much more.

A major focus of Special Prosecutions continues to be its work with young people. One of
its programs, for example, is our Star Track youth anti-violence, anti-drug and crime prevention
initiative which teams Queens District Attorney’s staff partners with teachers, police and other
partners in conducting bi-monthly sessions in targeted schools on the Rockaway peninsula for over
1000 10 to 17 year-old-students. Sessions are based on an anti-drug, anti-gun and anti-gang
curriculum and address numerous issues, including peer pressure, development of life skills, and the
importance of positive choices. As a complement to the school-based program, assigned staff also
participate in a community-based Inter-Agency Council, composed of Queens District Attorney's
Office staff, teachers, students, parents, school officials, community leaders and elected officials
focused on gang and gun violence and substance abuse problems in the community with an eye
toward developing effective preventative measures. Our office also hosts an annual "Say No to
Violence Week" during the school year for students in the STAR Track schools with the aim of
furthering the anti-drug and violence message that is presented in regular classroom presentations,
culminating in a yearly “Say No to Violence” Week tennis event at Flushing Meadow Park for about
1000 of our students. In the summer months Special Prosecutions also operates two companion
programs, "Operation Summer Fun", a recreational program for Far Rockaway youth (ages 10 to 17),
and the Summer Youth Employment Program for Far Rockaway teenagers (ages 14 to 17).
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We continue to take particular pride in the expeditious fashion in which we process our cases,
Queens County once again last year had the best arrest to arraignment time in the City -- 19.74 hours,
with the citywide average at 21.44. Our arrest to sworn time is also equally impressive -- at 8.70



hours in Queens as opposed to 9.96 Citywide. We have the highest percentage of cases arraigned
within 24 hours, arraigning over 84.94% of our defendants within 24 hours last year, as compared to
the citywide average of 78.81%. That means that those accused of crime in Queens spend as little
time as possible in detention before they see a judge -- and that we get our police officers back out
on the street more quickly to do their jobs rather than having them hanging out in courthouse
corridors.

Last year we convicted 20.8% of the City’s violent felons. Our Domestic Violence Burean
has the highest conviction rate in the City and the lowest dismissal rate and takes more pre-
indictment felony pleas than the rest of the City combined. And we remain aggressive in assisting
police as they develop their cases. Last year, for example, our office drafted over 1000 search
warrants and our assistants attended and supervised close to 400 lineups in police precincts across the
county.

And we continue to be a national leader in the number of court-authorized wiretaps that we
do. According to the most recent federal wiretap report, Queens County had the third largest number
of wiretaps (175) in the entire country, representing 8.5% of the national total.
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I am also proud to say that, in addition to all of these efforts and despite the many fiscal
challenges that we have faced over recent years, our office has also long been at the cutting edge of
taking on new responsibilities and developing new and innovative initiatives. And, significantly, in
recent years, we have continued to implement and expand on many of these efforts.

As I noted earlier, we have, for example, a broad array of alternative sentencing and
community programs which include our felony and misdemeanor Drug Treatment Courts and our
Mental Health Court, with close to 5,000 defendants participating since they opened, as well as a
Court which responds to the needs of our returning veterans.

The Queens DWI Treatment Court, which handles cases involving driving while intoxicated
charges, was the first of its kind in New York City. The court provides a successful alternative to
prison for first time felony DWI offenders with offenders receiving intensive substance abuse
treatment leading to an extremely low rate of recidivism. To add even more teeth to our efforts, we
work to ensure that felony DWI defendants who take treatment court pleas in Queens County are also
required to wear a SCRAM monitoring bracelet for a minimum of 90 days which assures that the
defendant complies with all court-ordered conditions. Our office has also in recent years taken on
the responsibility of serving as the Citywide Ignition Interlock monitor to assist in ensuring that
important safety-related court conditions in driving while intoxicated cases are complied with

citywide.



With respect to juvenile and youthful offenders, we also have a wide variety of support, crime
prevention and alternative sentencing programs available. In the past few years, for example, we
established both a Supreme Court Youth Part and a Youth Diversion Program that specifically target
young people who get themselves into trouble and which provides alternatives to incarceration in
appropriate felony cases and supplements our Second Chance Program for first time misdemeanor
offenders. '

And in the area of domestic violence, one of the initiatives of which we continue to be most
proud is our Family Justice Center which opened in July of 2008 and which offers a host of services
and support to victims of domestic violence and their families. Our Domestic Violence Bureau, with
a dedicated team of attorneys, paralegals and investigators, is now located in the Center, together
with close to twenty City and non-profit agencies that offer counseling and support services in one
safe, comfortable and user friendly location -- making it easier for victims of domestic violence to get
all of the support and assistance that they need in a welcoming and sensitive environment, which is
multi-lingual and multi-cultural.

We also operate a Child Advocacy Center which continues to be a great success as well.
Through a collaborative effort of this office, NYPD, Safe Horizon, the Administration for Children’s
Services and the NorthShore/LIJ Health System’s Cohen Children’s Medical Center of New York,
comprehensive services are provided to victims of child physical and sexual abuse and their families,
with the goal of providing a holistic and effective way to assist victims through offering counseling,
police, prosecutorial, child welfare, and medical services in one child friendly location. Hundreds
of joint interviews are now conducted each year at the Center, sparing physically or sexually abused
children from numerous traumatic interviews by multiple agencies, Children and families in crises
are guided to appropriate counseling and treatment services and strong cases are built for criminal
prosecution with minimal trauma to abused children.

In the area of economic crimes, it is not surprising in light of continuing economic problems
fo see the rise of incidences of identity theft, telemarketing scams, credit card fraud, consumer
frauds, counterfeit check fraud, trademark counterfeiting, and mortgage and real estate fraud. All
of these are difficult and complex cases that require a significant investment of time and effort and

the volume is rising.

And we have also continued to be very active in our ongoing efforts to combat human
trafficking and internet crimes against children. In December, 2009, our office was the first to obtain
a conviction in the State under New York’s new human trafficking statute. And we have continued
aggressive efforts in this area, using both the human trafficking and existing “promoting prostitution”
statutes to prosecute pimps, particularly those who utilize underage girls. Along these lines, we
continued to lead the State last year in the number of prosecutions under the promoting prostitution
statutes.

Those are just a few of the newer initiatives that we have implemented in the last few years.
They join a host of other innovative programs that we have put in place over the years, including, for



example, our felony gun court; Operation Spotlight which targets misdemeanor recidivists; our Elder
Abuse Project which provides social service assistance to elderly crime victims and our Elder Fraud
Unit which prosecutes crimes involving financial exploitation of the elderly; our Crimes Against
Revenue program; Operation Guardian which targets child exploitation; our fugitive enforcement
program which targets bail jumpers; an array of youth violence prevention initiatives; and our
specialized DNA-based prosecutions for sex crimes, burglaries and other crimes.

* * * *

But now let me turn to our fiscal situation and bring you up to date on where we are now.

As you know, over the past decade all six prosecutors offices here today sustained a long
series of significant budget reductions on the City, State, and Federal levels. In Queens, we took an
extraordinary loss of $11.7 million in City baselined funding alone over that time -- or close to 25%
of our operating budget -- and this was compounded by the reduction or elimination of other federal
and state funding streams.

As aresult, over time, we were forced to reduce staffing assigned to core functions like case
intake, hearings, trials, appellate work and ongoing investigative activity. We had to curtail programs,
including our Family Court program and a mumber of our community-based youth anti-violence
initiatives -- even at a time when we saw a disturbing increase in the incidence of youth violence in
our community, At the same time, we also re-deployed many existing resources to many important
new initiatives we developed in collaboration with the City -- including specialized efforts to target
misdemeanor recidivists; community-based juvenile crime prevention efforts; new programs to target
revenue crimes; mental health and drug court initiatives; and a host of cost savings efforts, including
expedited case intake processing and conviction to sentence times, amongst many others. We
restricted salaries and lost pace with colleague offices -- in the process making it difficult to retain
our middle level experienced assistants. And we cut OTPS to the bone, along the way slowing our
pace of growth in critical technology and software development areas despite increasing demand.

Along these lines, significantly, during these years we were unable to grow our physical office
space as a number of our colleague offices were able to do. As a result, we still today remain in
fragmented office facilities scattered along Queens Boulevard in both the original office space built
in the 1950's for a fraction of the staff we now have and in rental space away from the courthouse
where we conduct our work each day.

So where are we in our fiscal situation today? The good news is that, with the help of a
number of restorations, new initiative funding, and three recent installments of workload formula
adjustments the City devised to address chronic under-funding of this and three of our colleague
offices, we are now in the process of beginning to move forward and re-build our operations -- with
the first step restoring staffing to pre-9/11 levels.



That said, it is important to note that we still have a long road ahead of us. First, even with
all the restorations and workload formula adjustments to date, we are still behind about $2 million
dollars annually from where we started in 2001. And as appreciative as we are of workload formula
adjustments made to address our needs, they still do not go far enough to allow us to meet all the
growing needs that have emerged over the past decade. These include crime trends such as growing
gang violence in our communities, financial exploitation crimes, internet crimes against children,
identity theft, computer crime and credit card fraud, amongst many others.

And to bring us into the 21* Century, we very much need as well to build into our office the
capacity to harness technology in the aid of our ongoing investigations and prosecutions. To date,
we rely on fellow law enforcement or outside agencies to conduct the forensic examinations of cell
phone, computer, video and audio evidence that has become increasingly prevalent in our cases --
whether it be felony assaults, burglaries, robberies, narcotics and gun trafficking, internet crimes
targeting children, and many other offenses. We also have no specialized staff to assist with
analyzing evidence increasingly appearing on social media sites -- particularly in the area of youth
gang activity, The ability to address all of these issues and access and preserve evidence from these
devices and sites, though, is growing in importance in order to both track emerging crime patterns and
to build the strongest possible investigations and prosecutions.

So we very much need your help in addressing that need to modernize our operations as well,
With your help, we hope this year to build a cyber-crime forensic laboratory capacity in Queens, with
the equipment, software and staffing that we need to help our investigators and prosecutors in their
ongoing work.

I very much look forward to working with you and your staffs in furthering these efforts. In
doing so, I believe that it is extremely important to ensure that each of our offices is given the
criminal justice and public safety dollars that we need to do our jobs effectively and to meet emerging
demands. AsIhave said many times before, the District Attorneys are key partners in the criminal
justice system along with police, probation and the courts. And we must work collaboratively to
ensure the efficiency and effectiveness of the entire system.

* * * *

Again, ] thank you for the opportunity to be here today. I very much appreciate your listening
to our needs and am committed to working with you in addressing our City’s public safety issues.






INDEX CRIMES DROPPED SLIGHTLY
* In 2013 index crime in Queens dropped by 1.8%. There was virtually no change for the rest of the city.
» Homicides, Robberies, Rapes, Burglaries, and Auto theft decreased beeween 2012 and 2013,

Sovrcr: NYRD. Cospsrar Year Evp Rerosr 2013

AGGRESSIVELY FIGHTING VIOLENT CRIME

* Queens arrested 22.2% of the City's violent felons.
* Queens indicted 18.9% of the City's violent felons.
* Queens convicted 20.8% of the City's violent felons.

* Queens sent 12.6% of the City'’s violent felons to prison.
Sovrce: Stare oF New Yore Drosion O Cristival fustice Services 2013

Inpex CrIME IN QUEENS HAS DRroOPPED DRrRAMATICALLY SINCE 1993

Sovkcr: N Y. PD. Cosrestar Year Evp Reporr 2013

Crimes 1993 2013 Percentage Reduction
Musrder 275 59 78.5%
Rape 549 310 43.5%
Robbery 16,775 3,989 76.2%
Felory Assanldts 6,600 3,981 39.7%
Burglary 23,725 4,848 79.6%
Crranidd Latreeny 16,250 8.496 47.7%
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Last year homicides in
Queens County decreased
28.9% from 83 in 2012
to 59 in 2013.

Lowest number of
homicides in Queens

since 1963

Since 1992
homicides in Queens

bhave dropped more
than 78.7%
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Queens has the highest
domestic violence
conviction vate in

New York City.

Queens has more
pre-indictment
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than the rest

of the city combined.

Queens has the
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FeLony BaiL JuMpING MiSDEMEANOR BAIL JUMPING

Sovace: Orrice oF COURT ADMINISTRATION Sovrce: OFrice oF COURT ADMINISTRATION
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Queens County brought 48.7% of Queens County brought 93% of
New York City’s Bail Jumnping New York City’s Bail Jumping
Indictments for 2013 Complaints for 2013
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CONVICTIONS FOR BAIL JUMPING

SOURCE! OFFICE 0F COURT ADMINISTRATION
INCLUDES FELONY AND MISDEMEANOR BAIL-JUMPING

Year New York City Total Queens Total
2003 167 68
2004 198 94
2005 209 75
2006 229 125
2007 502 374
2008 572 452
2009 560 421
2010 483 335
2011 508 3517
2012 432 272
2013 515 378




LINEUPS SUPERVISED

Year ijneups
2005 599
2006 656
20017 696
2008 702
20019 422
2010 555
2011 357
2012 493
383

2013
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QuEens REMAINS LEADER 1N CASE PROCESSING EFFICIENCY

LEaDs Crry in LowesT ARrEST TO ARRAIGNMENT TIME AND HiGHesT PrRCENTAGE OF CASES
ARRAIGNED WITHIN 24 Hours; Seconp Best v Crry v Arrest 1o Sworn CoMpLAINT TIME

Queens

Citywide

Arrest To
Arraignment Time

19.74 Hours

21.44 Hours

Arrest To Sworn
Complaint Time

4,70 Hours

9.96 Hours

Percentage OF Cases
Arraigned Wichin 24 Hours

84.94%

78.81%

Sourck: 2013 NYPD Crivinar Justice Bureau
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CBQ INTERVIEW PROGRAM

* On June 28, 2007, the Queens County District Attorney’s Office began a program to
videotape statements from defendants arrested for felonies in Queens County.

* A QDA Detective and an Assistant District Attorney interview defendants prior to

their arraignment regarding the case for which they were arrested,

* Investigations conducted as a result of these interviews have resulted in some cases in the
enhancement of charges, in others in the modification of charges, and in others the dismissal

of charges against defendants.

* Since the inception of the program, close to 14,000 defendants have been interviewed.
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Court OrRDERED ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE AGAINST ORGANIZED
CriMINAL ENTERPRISES

* Once again, Queens County was a national leader in the use of court authorized

electronic surveillance.
* Queens County had the third largest number of wiretaps in the entire country (175).
° 8.5% of all wiretaps in the U.S. were done in Queens County.

» Queens County had more court ordered wiretaps than any other prosecutor in New York State.

Sraristics Froa 2012 Feperar Wirerap Rerort (Tre Most RECENT REPORT AVAILABLE)
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' SEX TRAFFICKING CASES

* 13 B felony Sex Trathcking convictions to date.

* 4 additional defendants charged with Sex Trathcking.

Evicrions For CONDUCTING ILLEGAL BUSINESSES

" 39 successful evictions in 2013 pertaining to Prostitution, Drug Dealing, Gambling, and other crimes.
p g g g g
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Queens ConvicTion Rate: 79.5%

NYC Convicrion Rare: 71.6%




2013 SavING STATE AND Cr1y MONEY

Restitutions
Goveirninental vestitutions $2,927. 765,49
Now-governmental restitutions $319,096.38
Tatal restitution $3,246,8601.87

Contfession of Judgments

Govermmental Confession of Judgmenis $1,302,004.95
Non-governmental Confession of Judgments S771515.78
Total Confession of Judgments $2.073,380.73
Totals
Lotal Restitutions and Confession of Judgineits $5.320,44.2.60

THE BENEFICIARIES OF RESTITUTIONS AND
CONFESSIONS OF JUDGMENT INCLUDE:

NYS/NYC Sales Tax NYC Dept. of Investigations
NYS/NYC Personal Income Tax Social Security Administration
NYS/NYC Cigarette Tax NYC Housing Authority
NYS Insurance Fund NYS Department Of Labor
NYC Human Resources Adm. NYS Workers Compensation Board
NYS/NYC Withholding Tax City of New York

Businesses Individuals







YUEENS CHILD ADVOCACY CENTER

112-25 Queens Blvd.
Forest Hills, New York 1137
(718)1575-1342

QUEENS CHILD
ADVOCACY
CENTER
2013 STATISTICS

Child  Advocacy  Centers
(CACs) are child-friendly,
safe spaces that provide pre-
vention, intervention, emo-
tional support, and treat-
ment services to physically
and sexually abused children
and their families by using a
child-focused team approach.

Queens prosecutors screened over

Child Advocacy Centers work

4,300 reports of suspected child

to prevent re-travmatization
(furcher trauma of the child) and to ensure that a coordinated investigation is
begun immediately. Counsclors and clinicians work with faw enforcement and

abuse for eriminality,

The Queens Child Advocacy Center

legal representatives, medical service providers, and child protection agencies to

provide a cooperative and coordinated approach to the investigation of child abuse

» Saw 1,089 children alleged to
be vigtims o_f abuse ( Of these
629 were sexual abuse alle-
gations, 446 were physical
abuse aiicgatiens and the rese
involved domestic violence or
bf:iﬂg a witness to vio?eucc}

. Corlduc:ted 662 forensic

interviews

cases and te build the strongest possible case against the abusers. Since opening, the
Queens Child Advocacy Center has served over 12,000 children.

Our muleidisciplinary teams at the Child Advocacy Centers represent:
! ) )

* The Queens District Attorneys Office

o Safe Horizon

¢ The New York City Administration for Children’s Services

* The New York Police Department

» Performed 406 medical
exams..

* Medical Providers and Partnering Hospitals- Cohen’s Children’s Hospital

The Queens Child Advocacy Center is the only Safe Horizon CAC that opens its
doors to allegations of abuse against teenagers, 13-18,

Of the children seen:

¢ (1% are girls/ 39% are boys

* 42% are 0-6 years old

s 42% are 7-12 years old

* 15% are 13-18 years old

97.7% of the alleged offenders

were known to the children.




The New York Family Justice Center
in Queens is a walk in, integrated service
center for domestic violence victims
and their children. It provides “one-
stop shopping” for domestic violence
SUIvivors i}f placing lawyers, police,
dedicated domestic violence prosecutors,
counselors, clergy, and  other service
providers under one roof. Many agencies
are located at the Center. Services are free
and available to all victims regardless of
what language you speak,

The Center is a safe and caring
environment with onc-on-one services
and support. On the frst visit to
the Center a client will meer with
a specialist who will speak with her
about what services she might need.
The client specialist will then link the
client 1o a case manager.

Since opening in July 2008 through
June 30, 2013, this center has served

26-02 82nd Ave
Kew Gardens, New York 11415
(718)575-4500

19,466 new clients secking domestic
violence services and 3,828 children were
supervised in the Center’s Children’s

QUEENS FAMILY JUSTICE CENTER

Room, Margarets Place. There have been
51,829 adult client visits 1o the Center
since it opened.




WHAT IS ALTERNATIVE SENTENCING?

The diversion of criminal defendants from a taditional sentencing strucrure toward mandatory treatment for drug abuse and other

behavioral issues which mortivate criminal behavior

QUEENS D.A.YOUTH DIVERSION PROGR

+ Males ages 14-19 veurs old- First fdony arrese/minimal eriminal history,
» Tnrensive out patient treatment through the Discrier Avamey’s office,

o Minimum one year pasticipation with frequent courr visis,

* Dismissal or reduction of charges vo misdemesnor,

o To dare, 39 participants with 18 gaduazes and 82% rerention rate,

QUEENS YOUTH PART

» Males ages 14-21 yars old- Fivst felony arrest/minimal crimingd bistory,
» Minimm one year pasticipation with freguent conrt visies

= Through 2013, placed 206; 114 graduates, 31 fatlures. 51 pending with 87% serennion rate.

SECOND CHANCE

= Tanel develops and monicors firse time misdemeanor offenders” progress in individualized services.
s Participants are required to complete services and upon completion, receive an ACE.

¢ 77 new cases were handled in 2013,

SCRAM - SECURED CONTINUOUS REMOTE ALCOHOL MONITORING

o Provides 24/7 alcohol monitoring,

+ Takes aleohol reading every 30 minues,

= Required in all conditional DWW dispositons and costs 311 dollars per day,
* Research supports reduction in DWH

= 890 participants, 765 graduates and o retention rate of $0%.

IGNITION INTERLOCK DEVICE (REQUIRED BY LEANDRA’S LAW)

» Required as 2 sentence for any DWI convietion,
= The Queens District Acsorney’s office is designared as the implementarion monizor for all 5 counties,

 January-December 2012, 1.892 defendants monitored and 360 insealled che device,

e 95% pald Rl HID fees,




QTC - QUEENS TREATMENT COURT

* Dresigned in 1998 for firss dine non-violens iddony offenders in need of substance abuse rreaomant.
= Most successful Treaomenr Courr in New York St
= Upon compledion. fulony charges are dismissed and sealed.

= To dare, over 2,316 defendans hove enrolied in the court with 79% rerention rate.

DTAP - DRUG TREATMENT ALTERNATIVE TO PRISON

o Non-violent drug addicred second Felony offenders who seel drug gearment for o minimum of 1 year as a jail aliernative.
» Since 1993, over 1,077 defendangs have participared.
* More than 711 graduates wigh 2 retendon rue of 73%

s 277
&

defendanis senrenced o jail,

= Lpon successfal completion, case s dismissed.

QMTC - QUEENS MISDEMEANOR TREATMENT COURT

= Targers non-violenr defendanes with ar lease 3 prior aspesss,

» Darticipants must have a drug or aleohol dingnosis and agree to eneer treatment o a minimum of 1 year

* Stiee January 2002, over 1,100 defendants have enrolied i the program widh 35% rerention rare,

COMMUNITY SERVICE

* Average 510 days of community serviee at DOT, NYC pardes and NYC Transic
= 1 2013 Communiey Service processed 5424 defendans with 4 retentdon mie of 77%,

QMHC - QUEENS MENTAL HEALTH COURT

» Must have an Axds | diagnosis,

= Pardcipation is for a minimum of v,

= Extenaive psychological support and wrap-around services,

s Coal is medication compliance/malnienance,

= Careens TASC menal health unir Deilinees most assessizenes and ireannent plans,

+ 280 plcoments 167 graduates with a rerention mre of 69%,

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE CASES

= Batrerers Intervention Program- Between 26 and 52 weeks.

= Anger Management Treavnent 1,5 and 12 sesslons are availahle,
= Parenting Classes- 12 Sesslons,

= Sexual offender rreavmeny- 522104 weeks,

o Dielerred sentencing model,




MOCK TRIAL/
MOOT COURT

For over ewensy years, the District

Atorney's  Office has  coordinared
Queens County’s  pordon  of  the
statewide  high  schoel mock  trial
[OUrNEMEnDS, The Queens
tournament  tuns  from  February
theough  April, and the Office is
responsible  for  securing  judges,
coaches, and court roems. The Office
also assists with the starewide moot
court ournament, providing lawyers,

training, a fact patern, and research
materials from Lexis,

YOUTH
ENRICHMENT
PROGRAM

A partnership with the Queens Borough
Public Lilrary, the Youth Enrichment
Program rargets 16 0 19 year olds who
have committed non-violent, first time
misdemeanors  and, in  conjuncrion

with  the DAs  Second Chance

program, affords the epportunity 1o
avold prosecution by partcipating in
2 12 week program offering waining
in computers and job skills as wdl as
motvational guest speakers,

SCHOOL
PRESENTATIONS

The District Actorney’s Ofhice sends
attorneys  and sl membess 1o
schools throughous Queens Counry,
where they speak on one of the many
corataunity issues on which they have
expertise.  Common  topies  include
internet crime, identity theft, drogs,
gangs and gun vielence,

The mission of the Youth Diversion Program
is o positively transform the Bves of selected
young men whe are presendy involved in the
criminal justice system as felony defendants.
This seleer group of woubled maies between
14 and 19 vears old is offered an alternative o
incarceration using a deferred seaence model,
Fach class of approximacely 10 young people
is diverted o intensive rgeted services with
an emphasis on education, counseling and
interactive  experiences. The  program  runs
for a minimum of onc year. and a new class
is assembled every four months, Those who
successtully complere the program will have
their cases dismissed or reduced.

YOUTH DIVERSION PROG]

activities and  school or a job. In addidon,
program participants are given a weekly schedule
that includes individual and group counseling,
community service, and specialized training on
such topics as handling peer pressure, impace of
viplence on communities, gerting owt of a gang,
anger management, heabth, fitness and life skills.
There are presentations from erime victims and
their familics as well as wips w the Holecaus
Resource  Cenrer, the Poconos  Educational
Environmental center and other locations.,

Our graduares leave with GEDS, college
aspirations and a real chance for a more premising
future. Eighteen young men have graduated and

2}!1(}“1(3? six are Ctil’l‘(:l%ll}’ in trearment.

Among  the  program’
requirements  are  thas  rthe
defendant be  placed  on
inwrim probation supervision,
an electronic monitoring,
bracelet  be  wormn for 3
minimum of 90 days, and
that  random  wrine  wsting
is conducred and a2 curfew
imposed. The defendants must
also  terminate  membership
and conmc with gangs and
are required o attend program

OPERATION SUMMER FUN

Operaden Summer Fun s an annual
program that began in 2001 in response w
pareats ' complaines that their children had
nothing o do during the swmmer and often
gor into trouble as a resule. The goal & 1w
provide  positive  healthy
activities in which ¢hildren
can  ger  involved  while
simnutrancously allowing them
to build positive relationships

with law enforcement.

Approximarely 120
children  register  for  the

program  every  vear. The
progeam is coordinated by the
Police Arhlede League  with
funding from the DAS Otfice
and opuares in che 101st and
113ch DPrecinets. Participants,

usually berween the ages of seven and thireen,
are taken to various recreational venues, including
parks, museums, zoos, science centers, roller
skating rinks, amusement parks, ballgames and

artractions,




STAR TRACK
Far Rockaway School Anti-Violence Program

STAR Teack, which began in 1993, is
a program aimed av helping children in Far
Rockaway cheose the right life path. STAR
Track sencds  Assistant Diserict  Artorneys,
Assistant Corporation Counsel and  defense
attorneys from Queens Law Associates to 10
schools: Public Schools 43, 104, 106, 197,
215, 333, MS53, Village Academy, Frederick
Douglass Academy and QIRT, where they
tach fourth through welfth grade students
about the importance of avoiding gangs, drugs
and guns, how o deal with peer pressure and
bullying, and how 1o make good choices,

Beyond the in-school mectings, STAR

poster and cssay contests, all aimed at reaching
students beyond the STAR Track classes. The
Safery Corridors inititive provides students
from cach of the participating schools with
recommended routes to and from  school
patrolled by the 1015t Precinet.

The culminating event of the Swar Track
program is Say Yes o Tennis, No to Vielence
Dy ar the Nadonal Tennis Center. Close 1o
FO00 students pareicipate in Say YES ro Tennis,
NO e Vielence Day which offers students a
chance o have fun playing the game of rennis
while Jearning abour teamwork, cooperation
and personal achievement.

Track chairs an Interagency
Council to bring school and
afficials,

law  enforcoment
community leaders, elecred
officials and not for profic
agencies together 1o discuss
the dssues  facing  schools
and  students and  develop
strategies (o address them,
Say NO w0 Violence Week
features school-wide
assemblies - complete with
anti-violence themed songs,
skies, videos and dances - and

SUMMER YOUTH EMPLOYMENT PROGR

The Sumumer Yourh Employmene Program
brings students from ali over Queens County
to the District Attorney’s Ofhee every summer.
They are placed in various
throughour the Office. Placements
both on the Offices needs
and on a determination as
to the type of work thar will
best aliow the students

assignments
are based

grow. The program affords its
participants the chance to ger
involved in the criminal justice
system and to decide whether
they might like to pursue a
carcer in law. They also receive
labor market training, with
lessons yanging from wridng
resumes (o understanding

sexual  harassment policies.

This exposure 1o real-life work environments
allows the inwerns o fearn basic skifls ~ such as
arsiving on time, wearing appropriate attire, and
maintaining propers ofhice demeanor — tha will
assist them Jater.

LEGAL EXPLORERS
POST

Since 1996 the DAS office has been
operating a Boy Scouts Legal Explorers
Post through which 15- 20 high school
seudencs with an interest in the legal
profession are given the opportunity o
learn about the law firsthand. Meetings
are held wwice a month throughout
the school year and participants hear
from guess speakers, shadow Assistant
District  Attorneys,  observe  court
proceedings, and are exposed o the
wide specrrum of carcers thar comprise
the legal profession:

COURT TOURS

Court Tours are available 1o anyone
grades four and up. The Disiricr
Avtorney’s Office sends a fetrer o schools

throughout the borough, inviting them

to arrange a visit. Upon arrival, students
are addressed by an assistang diseeier
;nﬁirm:yQ taken on a tour, and given
an opportunity to ask questions, The
program aims to show its participanss

s much as possible and generally tracks

the court process from beginning o end,
starting with Ceneral Booking and then
proceeding to armignments and trials.
Some tours alse visit the Family Justice

Center and the Child Advocacy Center.

STUDENT
ADVISORY COUNCIL

High school students who are incerested
in pursuing carcers in criminal justice

“or law and are handpicked by cheir

principals meet once a month to discuss
and debate concroversial issues, hear
from guest speakers and participate in
community service projects,




QUEENS
VETERANS COURT
ASSISTS RETURNING
VETERANS

In December 2016, Queens County
added o its growing list of ahernative to
incarceration  programs by establishing
a Veterans Cowrt o assist feturning
veterans and thelr families. The Courr is
premised on the recognition char seme
of our returning veterans who witessed
first-hand the horror and devasration that
war brings have unfortunacely brought
cback with them decp emotional and
psychological scars as a result of their
experiences. The goal of the Vererans
Courr Is o ensure that when vererang
become involved in the criminal jusdce
system and are in need of alcohol,
substance abuse or mental health services
thar they receive needed treasment as
an alternative o incarceraton. A key
gomponent of the Court’s success is the
collaboration among judges, prosecurors,
defense atrorneys and trearment providers,

The Vererans Court identifies nonviolent
veteran offenders and provides outreach,
specialized  support services  and
ereasmen; offers peer support o suseain
engagement in services; and facilicates the
exchange of information berween legal,
clinical and community resources. Since
its creation, 40 otherwise jail-bound
veterans have been diverted through
the Queens Veterans Court. Those who
successfully  complete  the  year-long
progsam have the charges againse them
dismissed or reduced.

COMBATING THE DESTRUCTIVE
“DON’T SNITCH” STREET MESSAGE

ln Seprember of 2013, the Queens Disceic
Arrorney’s Office hosted the second community
forum focused on the "Deon’t Snitch” street code
- in which wimesses of erimes do not come
forward with information, often out of fear of
secribudion. The forum, held ar Campus Magner
High School in Cambria Heighes, provided
parents, young people and other community
members with an everview of  whar the code
is, whar it docs and what it costs communities
struggling to reduce violence, Over 150 people
attended the event which offered a platform
for safe, open discussion of the topic and an
apportunity o ask questions

The event opened with a stide show of
pictares of fifty homicide vicdms ranging in age
from % years old to 76. A panel of experts were
avallable to answer question about violenece and
the eriminal justice process, Mariels Herring,
Chief of District Attorney  Browns Gang
Violence Burcau, and Elizabetly Parke, Director
of Juvenile Prosecutions represented the office,

One purpese of the evenr was w galvanize
community support o combat the * Don’
Snieh” culrure. The sponsers hope 1o encourage
community members wo speak our against vielent
crimes committed in local neighborhoods and
work with baw enforcement in the investigation
and prosecution of these cases,

A second goal of the event was 1o enlist

the creativity of young people in shaping an
alternative model  including a  constructive
catch phease for community involvemens and
ideas for projects, programs and cvenis that can
help bring communities together w leep their
neighborhoods safe. Toward this end, District
Arorney Brown invieed all Queens school
children in grades 6-12 and Queens based youth
organizations to participate in his office’s Speak
Up for Your Community inigiative.




QUEENS DISTRICT ATTORNEY RICH

BROWN HOSTS BUILD-A-BIKE WORKSHOP

In late December thiry Far Rockaway

children  who attend  public  schools  thar
participate in the Disirict Avarney’s STAR
Track {Steaight Talk Abour Risks)  and-

vielenee program received brand-new bicycles
as & surprise gift in a partnership with the
D'Brickashaw  Ferguson  Foundarion, which
Wiy crcarcd by the New York Jets offensive
¢ for whom it is named.

lilc children — who were selected by thedr
school’s principal based on their community

tack

service — were invited to participae in the event
which ook place at BS. 104 on Mot Avenue in
Far Rockaway, Queens. They were told thar they
were to help build a bicyde thar would be given
? as a holiday gift 0 a child who was less forrunate
Once tasks had  heen
with the help of their parents and

chan  themsclves, the

7 completed ~
other volunteers— the children were twold thar,
in fact, they had just buile chemselves a bicycle
that they would be wking home wich them. The
children were also provided with helimets and
bicyele safery tips.

The District Atrorney that
children between the ages of nine and twelve
were chasen from each of dhe following STAR
'"fr;:tck schools in Far Rockaway: PS. 104, IS,

CPSAMS 43, TS 218, PSL 106 and BSY
M . 333, Lunch for all of the children and
volunteers was provided by Whire Casile,

The Districr Aorneys STAR Track

said five

anti-

district
attarneys and other members of the District
Attortsey’s Office, members of the New York
City Corperation Counsel’'s Office and members
of the Queens Law Associates being assigned
to classes ac cach of the 10 participating Far
Rockaway schools ~ from elementary through

violence pragram I‘Céli'l.tl'ﬁﬁ EERT I

high school ~ throughout the school year wo
talk abour the risks of guns, drags, gangs and
how o make the right choices,

The programs curriculum is designed o drive
down the crime rate and build ap selfesteem,
confidence and the qualiey of life for rhe studems,

The [Y Brickashaw Fergusen Foundadon was
founded in October 2007 by the New York Jets
offensive rackle o build stronger communides
through  various  means  Including  awarding
scholarships and providing resources 1o schools,
churches and food and dothing banks,

PR{)TECTING YOUNG
: CH}LDREN FROM
ABUSWE HEAD

' TRAUMA
CONFERENCE

.?_ﬁ:c_onj_t_'m_{:ri(}z; with the New York Ciry

Officc of the: Chief Medical Examiner
~and the New York Prosceutors: Training
Institute, in Seprember of 2013, the
'chm District Aworney’s Office once
dgain co-sponsored a New York. City
Conference on Abusive Head Traumal
Shaken Baby Syndrome. The two: day
conference g g,;x%hcs": medical, fegal and law
m%arcuum;_r_a;:nasq:muvc\s to share their
expertise” in-identifying and- responding
to cases involving. thts dgvasﬁ{mg form
of dhuw

Fach ygar, more than 15000, children
actoss the country, ages five wid under.
éxpetience severe or fatal: “head craima
as a result of violent, repetitive shaking.
'?mvzémg specialized ©. educacion and
training’ in. this compilc";mf field o
niedical, fegal and law. enforcement
professionals will bewer equip them
#fight against this serious and often deadly
form of Abusive Head Trauma: The
forum feacured medical and legal experts
from around the nation and drew mcmi
imnciru:i b EiC%p&ntS




QUEENS COURT ACADEMY HELPING
YOUNG OFFENDERS OBTAIN A HIGHER EDUCATION

When young Arst offenders come into
the criminal justice system they are often noy
atrending school or are having serious difficulries
completing cowrse work, The Queens Coure
Academy {5 an innovative collaborative cffore
berween the Queens District Artorney’s Othice
and the New York Cley Deparrment of Education

U 1o address this issue, Since Scprember of 2011,
a Department of Education Restart aliernative
school for adolescents berween the ages of 17
and 21
The Deparement of Education provides two full
tme teachers, one full dme paraprofessional
and a cerrified guidance counselor Firse dime
sffenders between the ages of 17 and 21 charged

¢ with nonevialent misdemeanars or felonies who
have fewer than 20 high school credie can be
diverted to the Queens Court Academy as part

. of an alternarive seneencing conditional plea.

' the  program  receive

cdugational toward iheir GED
plus a host of suppor services and assistance

has been operating in Bosough Hall,
£ e

Participants  in
instruction

including full time
teachers

help,

weekly access o the

access 1o
for  cxira

guidance counselor,
metro cards,
breakfast and lench,
and weekly support
groups 1o address
a varicty of non-
academic issues. A
system of  rewards
and  consequences
including  studens
contracts and pizza
parties is used 1o
incentivize attendance and performance.

The resules have been very gradfying. Since
2011, 68 srudents have been enrolled. Sixteen
liave ‘Ali‘f:’i{‘l‘y‘ varned their GED. Eighry four
{ the srudenss who have raken the
{16 our of 19} Several

percent of

GED have passed.

graduates currentdy anend college and wrade

school including nuesing school and Coop Tech,
Proportionate to fts size, the Queens Court
Academy was among the highest graduating
agencies from alrernative schools during the
academic calendar vear of 2013,

Since the enactment of New York State's
Sex Trafhcking statute in 2007, the Queens
County Distriecr Avorney’s Office has been
in the forefront of effores o use the starute
to protect erafficking victims and bring their
eraffickers w justice. Queens brought the firse
indictment in New York Srate and obrained
the fisst conviction in New York Stace for
sex traflicking. To date, thirteen individuals
have been convicted of sex reafficking, All
have received state prison sentences. Another
four individuals are under indicumenr for sex
crafficking and their cases are pending,
In the convicred cases, the majority of
the sex wafhicking vietims were underage
* runaways as young as 13 and 14 vears old:
Many of them were adverdsed on Craigslise
or Backpage.com. Some were subjected 1o
beatings, choking and threats of death.
In addition, Queens has  obrained
pimps  for
of young

convigtions  of
prostitation

PILTICEGUS
pmmoring [%’lfi

BRINGIN@ SEX TMPHCKERS TQ jUSTICE

T H[R![LA TRAFFICKERS Cl ONVICTED: - ANOTHER FOUR UNDER 17 NDICTMENT

girls. In one such case, a Far Rockaway man
was sentenced to up to 13 vears n prison for
prostituting two teenage female runaways - 2 14
year old and a 17 year old. '

Pursuant o a coordinated s,c)vc,mmcm
initiative by the Queens Districe Atorney'’s
Ofhee, the New York Ciity Police Department
and the New York City Department of Buildings,
two motels were shug down under the nuisance
abatement law. Undercover officers posing as
prostitutes and customers visited the Kew Motor
fun and the Par Centeal Inn in Kew Gardens

on several oceasions during which dme they |
witnessed various illegal acws. It s alleged thar

five motel employees accepred bribes, allowed
the undercover officers to renr rooms withoue
proper identification, knowingly alfowed actual
prostitution activity on the premises and, in some
cases, assisted in the illegal activiey, For instance,
the undercover officers posing as prostitures
allegedly instructed dhe desk derks o call their
rooms when a customer arsived for them and

then direct the customer o the room,

Since 2004, the Districe  Amorney’s
Ofhice has participated in a specialized court
called the Human Trafficking Intervention
Part which offers men and women charged
with prostitution or loitering for prosticution
the opportunity o artend trearment or
service programs targeted  for  human
erafficking victims. A variety of treatment
providers serve the court and offer a range of
programs which can meer the varied needs
of the participants including age, gender
identity, language spoken and other special
needs - GEMS (English), SAVI (Spglﬁhh)
RESTORE or New York Asian Women's
Center { Mandarin or Korean}, and Hidden
Victims project { Special Needs). Those who
successfully  complete  the  individualized
program created for them receive a favorabie
disposition of stheir case. Since 2004, more
than 1000 individuals have benelicred from
the services provided by the part,







ses of Inerest

FOUR MULTI-MILLION DOLI

K COUNTERFEITING RINGS

WHOSE REACH STRETCHED ?R@M CHENA TO ACROSS THE UNITED

STATES SMASHED IN THREE-

AR UNDERCOVER OPERATION

Twenty-Six ndividuals and Tiwo Corporations Charged with Importation, Manufacturing and Nationwide Distribution of
Counterfeit Designer Brands, such as True Religion, Polo by Ralph Lauren, The North Face, Nike, Timberland and Others;
Also Allegedly Dealt in Watches, Headphones and Unstamped Counterfeit Cigarettes

Four organized trademark
counterfeiting rings based in  Queens
County and eclsewhere have been
successfully  dismantled  following  the
indictment of twenty-six individuals and
two corporations for allegedly importing
and selling counterfeit brand name apparel
and other items from China to wholesale
buyers throughout the Unised States and
the Virgin Islands.

Itis alleged thattherings, whichoperated
from self-storage facilities in Brooklyn and
Queens, generated  approximately  $10
million in combined gross annual revenue,
Twelve of the defendants have been indicted
for enterprise corruption under New York
State’s Organized Crime Control Act among
other charges, The remaining defendants
face felony trademark counterfeiting and
conspiracy charges.

In addition, the Mayor’s Office of

Special Enforcement, a multi-agency task
force operating under the Ciry's Criminal
Justice Coordinator’s Office, will be filing
nuisance abatement  lawsuits  against
the self-storage facilities that allegedly

were being used for the storage, sale and

An Old Westbury, New York,
couple were charged with a $250,0600
state sales tax theft in connection
with the operation of their auto body
repair shop in Jamaica, Queens, The
couple and the business allegedly
under  reported  sales between
Pecember 2007 and February 2011
by approximarely three million.

The owner/operators were
arraigned in Queens Criminal Court

distribution of the counterfeit trademark
merchandise, as well as their owners and
operators and those defendants who
actually ran the illegal businesses from
within the self-storage faciliries.

Such trademark counterfeiting
enterprises  typically  consist  of  bosses,
investors,  importers,  manufacruring/

production people, shippers and money
agents and wholesale buyers, Their alleged
roles were:

Bosses. They assumed responsibility
for, and participated in virally every
aspect of, the importation, manufacture,
and sale of the merchandise.

Importers. “They allegedly assisted
the bosses by facilitating the entry of the
finished or blank goods from foreign
factories and delivering them to the bosses
for a fee.

Investors, They provided capital o
facilitate the bulk purchase and import
of  merchandise  bearing  counterfeit
trademarks or the raw marerial necessary
for their manufacture and were repaid
cither by cash or credit or being provided
with the sales-ready producr ar a discount.

QUEENS AUTO BODY SHOP OWNERS CHARGED WITH
$250,000 NEW YORK STATE SALES TAX THEFT

on charges of second-degree grand larceny,
second-degree criminal ax fraud, third-
degree grand larceny, third-degree criminal
tax  fraud, frst-degree ofFeimg a false
instrument for filing, first-degree falsifying
business records and firse- and second-
degree scheme to defraud.

In conducting an  audit of the
auto  bedy shop’s  corporation  from
December 2007 through February 2011,

the New York Swure Tax Deparument

The corporation claimed,

Investors also m!é}hc occupy additional
roles, such as xmportcr. “sales  and
marketing agent,” or “shipper.”

Tailors. These defendants were allegedly
responsible for the manufacture of blank or
semi-finished items into fnished trademark
counterfeit items which were then transported
to shipping and payments agents.

Sales and Marketing Agents. Defendants
who allegedly assisted the bosses by securing
wholesale buyers for the products.

Shippers and DPayment Agents.
They allegedly facilitated the clandestine
delivery of merchandise bearing counterfeit
trademarks to the wholesale buyers,

Wholesale Buyers.  They purchased
finished products from members of the
enterprise and then re-sold that merchandise
cither to another wholesale buyer or ro
individual customers in storefronts or fea-
market-style venues.

[11 addition o thaose arrested, more chan
a dozen court-authorized search warranes
were execured in which cash in excess of
$500,000 was allegedly seized, as well
as more than 1,000 boxes of counterfeit
merchandise and business records.

conciuded that the defendants had
allegedly collected $3,661,875 for
vehicle repairs from four insurance
companies: GEICO, Ameriprise, Mert
Life Auto and Home and Scate Farm.
however,
to have conducred only $739,055 in
toral raxable vehicle repair sales, and
thus allegedly collected and failed to
pay at least an additional $255,259 in
MNew York State and local taxes.




(ases of Interes

E CHARGES AGAINST

STATE ?RES@NER INTWO 1997 COLD CASES

Case Is Part Of District Attorneys Cold Case Initiative Of Unsolved Sexual Assanlts

A 55-year-old incarcerated man has
been indicted on charges of raping two
women in separate attacks in Queens more
than sixteen years ago after a DNA hic
linked him to the crimes. The man was
connected to the rapes through forensic
evidence uncovered by the Districe
Attorney’s DINA Prosecution Unit.

The office’s DNA Prosecutions Unit
has been systematically reviewing every
unsolved sexual assault in Queens County
daring back to 1996 — which is as far as the
statute of limitarions permits, In this case,
DNA evidence was collecred from the rape
vietims and crime scenes at the time of the
incident and stored in a database. DNA
from those two rape cases was positively
martched to a DNA sample provided by the
defendant to the state data bank known as
CODIS (Combined DNA Index Svstem)
after he pleaded guilty to second-degree
. burglary in 2000. This case underscores the
uuual importance of DNA evidence.

Rape kits from New York City were all
. tested more than a decade ago, but many
did not yield DNA profiles at the time.
The Queens District Attorney’s cold case
© initative, which commenced nearly two
years ago using federal grant money, focuses
on identifying evidence that has not been
. previously tested, and also on retesting rape
kit samples using more sensitive modern
! techniques. To date, the Districe Attorney’s
- cold case initiative has resulted in 13 John
Doe indicunents covering 17 separate
criminal incidents, as well the indictments
of two named individuals.
John Doe jndicuments use the unique

genetic IINA profles of unidentified sex
criminals to indict them even before they
are apprehended, thereby preventing their
escape from prosecution.

In reviewing the two cold case rapes,

the DNA Prosecutions Unir identified
rape kit evidence and clothing thac had
been previously tested, but now could
be retested  using  more  sophisticared
rechniques that were not available ar che
time of the crimes. The more sensitive
tests revealed DNA profiles which the daw
bank mactched to the defendant.

According o the  charges,  at
approxmmwiv 400 am., on }uiv 11,

1997, the defendant allegedly entered a
basement apartment located on 129¢h Sureet
in Richmond Hill, Queens, through an
unlocked door where the 23-year-old female
victim was asleep with her three children. She
awoke w find a stanger, crouching in her
bedroom. He allegedly grabbed her, placed
a knife to her throat, and demanded cash.
She gave him $20 after which he allegedly
sodomized and raped her before flecing. She
immediately called 911 to report the atrack
and was taken to Jamaica Hospital where a
rape kit was prepared.

In the second incident, atapproximately
1:00 a.m., on November 9, 1997, according
to the charges, the defendant is accused
of breaking into an ;;partnwnt on 130th
Street in Richmond Hill, Queens, where
the 24-year-old fwnalc victim was sleeping,
He is alleged ro have displayed a knife and
raped the victim before fleeing. The victim
was taken to Jamaica Hospiral where o rape
kit was prepared.

FATAL STABBING
IN VIOLATION OF
ORDER OF
PROTECTION

Despite having been issued an
order of protection directing him
to stay away from his wife, Ganesh
Seelall, 40, of Richmond Hill,
Queens, went to their residence
and during the course of his visit
fatally stabbed her.

Seelall pleaded guilty in April 2013
to first-degree manslaughrer and
was sentenced to a determinate
sentence of 18 years in prison.

According to the criminal charges,
while at their residence between the
hours of 7:30 a.m. and 2:32 p.m.,
on Auguse 16, 2012, Seelall caused
the death of his wife, Samantha
Seelall, by inflicting the following
injuries: multiple stab wounds 1o
her chest and to the left side of
her head, neck Comprcssmn and
smothering. When a police ofhcer
from the 102nd Precince responded
to the residence, he observed the
victim underneath the bed in che
couple’s bedroom, naked with a
blanler over her torso, and a black
plastic bag with duct rape around
her head and rags tied to both of
her wrists,




SHOOTING
DEATH AT
POMONOK
HOUSES OVER
UNPAID DEBT

Defendant Convicred Of Second-
Degree Muyder At Trial

Malcolm  Thompson has  been
sentenced o 25 years 1o life in
state prison for the October 2010
shooting death ofa 27-year-old man
in a Pomonok Houses courrvard
after the victim asked the defendant
to pay back approximarely $200
that the defendant had borrowed
from him months earlier.

The victim, Laseam Hogan, 27,
was in the vicinity of 154-01 71st
Avenue {Pomonok Houses) in
Queens at approximately noon
on Qctober 15, 2010, when he
asked Thompson o pay back
approximately $200 that he had
borrowed from the victim months
carlier — to which Thompson
responded: "T'll dead vou, you ain’t
getting (expletive).” Hogan stated
that he was prepared o fight but
Thompson kept his hands in his
pockets, silently refusing. At that
point Hogan was about o walk
away when Thompson pulled out
a gun and shot Hogan in the leg
and rtorso. When Hogan fell o
the ground, Thompson stood over
him and shot him three addicional
times in the torso, neck and head,
killing him.

ENTWO MONTH OLD DAUGHTER CRIED,

FATHER VIOLENTLY SHOOK HER

Baby Suffered Severe Brain and Eye Injuries, Remains On Life Support

The infant arrived at the emergency
room at Elmhurst Medical Center on May
28, 2012, in an unresponsive condition
and was thereafter transferred o New
York University Hospiral. Medical rests
revealed the infant to be suffering from
multiple subdural hematomas (bleeding
on the brain), retinal hemorrhages in the
lefr eye (bleeding in the eye), old and new
brain injuries (resulting from trauma and
oxygen deprivation to the brain), multiple
old rib fractures and various bruises on her
left foot and back.

Doctors whe examined the infant
determined  that  the  injuries  were
consistent with nen-accidental inflicted
Abusive Head Trauma (including Shaken
Baby Syndrome} which occurs when a
baby is repeatedly and violenty subjected
to acceleration and deceleration rotational
forces with or without impact thar
cause brain damage which may result
in permanent brain injury or death. In
addirion, doctors derermined that the
nature and extent of the baby's rib fractures
were consistent with an adule grabbing

the baby around the wrso and forcefully
squeezing the rib cage.

Israel  Garcia, who is the baby’s
biological father, admirted that on one
occasion he came home from work tred
and frustrated, heard the baby crying,
forcefully grabbed and squeezed the baby
around her torso and moved her repeatedly
in an up and down morion, Garcia said
that he believed he injured the baby's ribs
at thar time but did not tell anyone.

Garcia admitted that on a second
occasion he was home alone with the
baby and the baby woke up from a nap
and started to cry. Garcia then forcefully
grabbed che baby and shook her repeatedly
for approximately three minutes until she
stopped crying and appeared to go to sleep.
Garcia admisted that he saw the baby’s head
moving backward and forward and that
thereafter the baby stopped breathing and
went limp. Garcia then admireed that he
attempred to revive the baby and called 911,

Garcia pleaded guilty to first degree
assault and was sentenced ro # dererminare
sentence of 20 years in prison.




GUILTY PLEA TO DECEPTION BURGLA!
OF THREE ELDERLY QUEENS MEN

Victims Aged 91, 92 And 77 Tricked Into Giving Defendant Access To Their Homes

Justin - Frank, a Brentwood, Long
Island, man has pleaded guilty to burglary
as a hate crime in connection with three
separate incidents in one day in which three
elderly men were duped into allowing the
defendant and his unapprehended cohorts
into the victims” homes. Cash and valuables
- were taken from all three vicrims, He was
subsequently sentenced to six years in prison

Under the provisions of New York
State’s Hare Crimes Act of 2000 enhanced
charges can be filed when a defendant is
alleged w0 have selected his or her victdm
because of their disability and/or age which
is defined as being 60 years of age or older.

According to the charges, a 91-year-
- old Flushing man was standing in his
driveway on August 28, 2012, when he
was approached by Frank and several other
unapprehended  individuals, One of dhe

individuals claimed to have been a former
neighbor of the victim and asked to be
allowed inte his house to write down his
new address so that the victim could visit.
Frank picked up an envelope while inside
the house ~ presumably to write down his
new address. The men pushed and slapped
the victim and threatened to kill him, then
took his cell phone, cash from his pocket,
and his eyeglasses. They also forced him
into the basement, placing a pointed stick
at his neck, threatened ro kill him and ook
additional cash,

Approximartely two hours later, on the
same day, a 92-year-old Woodside man
was taking out the garbage when he was
approached by some men who stated tha
they were from the water company and
needed to check a broken pipe. They pushed
their way into the living room and Frank and

the other unapprehended male individuals
entered the home. The males ook money
from the victim’s living room, pushed him
to the foor and Hed the house.

Finally, a few minutes later and a few
blocks away, a 77-year-old man was home
with his wife when some men knocked on
his door and claimed to have done work
for him years carlier. Frank asked for a
glass of warer and blocked the victim at his
refrigerator while the other men wandered
around the house. All of the men then left
together. Afterwards, the victim checked his
wallet which he had left on the dining room
table and noticed that it had been moved
and that money was missing from it

Franks fingerprints were matched to
the fingerprint left on the envelope in the
fiest incident and the Angerprint left on the
water glass in the chird incident.

DEFENDANT PRESENTLY SERVING LIFEWITHOUT PAROLE
FOR FATAL SHOOTING OF NYPD OFFICER RUSSEL TIMOSHENKO
GIVEN CONSECUTIVE SENTENCE FOR ATTEMPTED MURDER AND ROBBERY

Dexter Bostic has been sentenced
to 25 years to life in prison as a
mandatory persistent violent felony
offender for the attempted murder and
robbery of a Queens man in July 2007,
The shooting occurred less than rwenty-
hours before Bostic fatally shot NYPD
Police Ofhicer Russel Timoshenko in
Brooklyn — a crime for which Bostic is
already serving life in prison.

According to the trial testimony,
Carl Field, who was 20 at the time,
was standing on the corner of Surphin
Boulevard and 109¢th Drive talking to
a friend just before 5:00 a.m. on July
8, 2007, when a gray Porsche Cayenne
being driven by Robert Ellis, 40, also

of Far Rockaway, stopped at the corner and
Bostic exited the vehicle, holding a silver
AS-caliber handgun, and began shooting,
Mr. Field attempted to run but was shot once
in his left leg, the buller shartering his femur
and causing him to fall to the ground. Bostic
then approached Mr. Field and demanded
money. Mr. Feld handed over $1,800 in
cash, a chain and the keys o his vehicle.
Bostic and Ellis then fed in the Porsche,
Ellis, who was convicted of the same
criminal charges as Bostic following a
jury trial, was sentenced in July 2013 w0 a
determinate term of 25 years in prison. 'The
sentence was ordered ra be served consecutive
10 the 15-year prison sentence Ellis was
serving for a weapons possession convicton

stemming from the July 9, 2007, fatal
shooting of Othcer Timoshenko.

In that case, the stolen black BMW
SUV in which Ellis, Bostic, and another
individual were riding was pulled over
by Police Ofhicers Russel Timoshenko,
23, and Herman Yan, 27, when it was
noticed that the license plate on the
car had been reported stolen from
a Miwsubishi Qudander. As the two
officers approached the vehicle, they
were shot at multiple times — including
by the gun used the day before to shoor
Mr. Field, Ofhicer Timoshenko died five
davs later from the wounds he suffered
in the atrack. Offcer Yan, who was also
severely hit, survived.




Lases of Interest

JURIES RETURN SAME DAY GUILTY VEI

THREE SEPARATE HOMICIDE CASES

ICTS IN

Verdicts Returned Within Howrs Of Each Other; One Defendant Fatally Shot Teenager In His House and Killed and
Injured Two Others On City Bus; Second Defendant Fatally Strangled Givifriend And Dumped Body Ar Cemetery:
Third Defendant Fatally Shor Victim In Barbershop Bathroom During Dice Game

Jurors deliberating in three separate
murder crials being conducted in Queens
Supreme Court in Kew Gardens returned
- unanimous verdicts of guilty within hours
- of each other,

Damel O. Burton, was convicted of
- second-degree  murder,  second-degree
attempted murder, first-degree assaule and
second-degree criminal possession of a
weapon following a four-week jury wial,
According to trial testimony, Burton shot
" Keith Murrell once in the chest inside
the victim's Foch Boulevard apartment
s during  the afternoon of December 2,
© 2011, Murrel fled into his room, closed
: the door and jumped from the second-
' story window to a grassy arca below. He
* was pronounced dead ac Jamaica Hospital
" later in the day, Thercafrer, Burron left the
i apartment and walked to the (3111 bus
“stop, where he boarded a bus. While on
. the bus Burton fatally shot Marvin Gilkes

in the back of the head and a third victim,
who underwent surgery for a gunshor
wound to his mouth and face. Burton was
sentenced to 95 years to life,

Muhammad Igbal, was convicted of
second-degree  murder, tampering  with
physical evidence and fourth-degree criminal
possession of a weapon following a three-
week jury tial. According to wial testimony,
Igbal was involved in a verbal altercation
with his live-in girlfriend, Khadija Mahel,
44, ar approximately 4:00 p.m. on April 13,
2010, when he grabbed an extension cord
and wrapped it around her neck, killing her,
Igbal then put her body underneath their bed
and left her there for more than 29 hours.
Afterwards, on the night of April 14, 2010,
lgbal wrapped Ms. Mahel's body in a carper
and drove 1o 228th Streer and Francis Lewis
Boulevard - which is next to the Montefiore
Cemetery - and dumped her body.

Kereim  Richardson  was  convicted

of second-degree  murder, second-degree
agempted  murder  and  second-degree
criminal possession of a weapon following
a three-week jury wial, According to trial
testimony, Richardson was playing  dice
with several other individuals —including
the deceased victim, Gary Bowlin, and
a surviving  gunshot victim -~ in  the
backroom of a barbershop located ar
135-02 Liberty Avenue somerime  after
midnight on December 29, 2010, At some
point, Richardson and Bowlin were in the
barbershop’s bathroom at the same dme
when wirnesses heard shots fired and then
observed Bowlin on the bathroom Hoor
with gunshots to his head and rorso, He was
declared dead at the scene. When Richardson
exited the bathroom, he was grabbed by one
of the dice players and they tssled, during
which Richardson shot the card player twice,
once in the nose. Richardson was sentenced
to 40 years to life in prison.

REPUTED CRIPS GANG MEMBER SENTENCED TO PRISON
FOR GUNPOINT STREET ROBBERY OF TEENAGER

A reputed member of the Crips
street gang, who pleaded guilty o firse-
degree robbery, was sentenced to seven
vears in prison for the August 2012
gunpoint robbery of a reenager.

According to the criminal charges,
the defendant approached his 19-year-
old male victim from behind on the
night of August 1, 2012, near Hollis
Avenue and Monterey  Street and,
racking a black semi-automatic pistol,
ordered the vietim onto the ground,
at which time the defendant ook the
victim'’s iPhone and black backpack
which contained a pair of gold Nike

Air Foamposite sneakers, The victim and
his mother reported the robbery to the
police the following day and picked out the
defendant from a phoro array. On August
4, 2012, ac the intersection of
2t8th Place and Hempstead
Avenue, the victims  mother
observed the defendant on the
street wearing a black backpack
and her son's Nike sneakers. She
immediarely called 911 and then
her brother. When police arrived
at the scene, they observed the
victims uncle struggling with the
defendants in an effort o keep

him from fleeing. The police recovered
a black unloaded and inoperable 380
pistol from defendants backpack and
the vicrim’s sneakers from his feet.




MAJOR “STOLEN TO ORI

ER” LUXURY

AUTOMOBILE THEFT OPERATION SMASHED

Eighteen Individuals Charged As A Result of Investigation Into Ring That
Stole High-End Vehicles Directly From Dealerships;
In Addition, Civil Forfeiture Suit Secks $2.4 Million From Defendants
For Alleged Ill-Gotten Gains

‘ Aluxury automobile theft ring allegedly
responsible for stealing 48 high-end vehicles
~ valued at approximately $2.4 million -
. has been shut down following a sweeping
* 18-month investigation that utilized court-
- authorized wiretaps, rradidonal surveillance
and other investigative techniques.
Eighteen individuals  have  been
charged as a result of the investigation.
' The charges are set forth in five separate
indictments and three criminal complaints.
In one of the indicrments, nine of the
sdefendants are charged with the crime of
¢ enterprise corruption under New York
; Stare’s Organized Crime Control  Act,
ZThe defendants are accused of stealing
s nearly 50 automobiles ~ including such
_expensive models as a Bentey Continental
LGTC Convertible (valued at $196,000)
‘and a Mercedes Benz 5550 4matic (valued
Lar $1035,0005, as well as Audis, BMWs
“Range Rovers, Jeep Grand Cherokees and a
‘Porsche Panamera - from Queens County
‘and elsewhere in the tri-state aren. The
sdefendants are accused of stealing and then
“ragging” the cars -~ essentially changing
“the vehicle identification (VIN) number
and registering them with “washed” ritles

- and then using “brokers” o sell them ~
even taking orders for certain makes and
models 10 be stolen.

The defendants charged in this case,
dubbed ‘Operation Title Wave,” shopped for
high-end luxury vehicles as orders from cheir

criminal cohorts were placed—  plucking
the automobiles right our of dealerships.
It is alleged cthat each member of the ring
had a specialized role in the operation,
such as ‘thieves’ who stole the vehicles and
fed the stolen cars to the brokers; ‘taggers’
who supplied ‘packages’ for stolen cars that
included VIN stickers and license plates;
‘brakers’ who obtained cars from thieves
and sold them on the black marker; ‘title
washers” who provided forged tiles for the
stolen vehicles; and ‘black marker dealers’
who sold the tagged and washed vehicles to
local and out-of-state buyers.

The charges are the result of an
18-month joint investigation by the New
York State Department of Motor Vehicles,
the New York City Police Deparrment’s
Auto Crime Division, the Queens District
Attorney’s Organized Crime and Rackerts
Bureau and the New York Stare Deparrment
of Financial Services.

SIXINDICTED IN
$1 MILLION
TRI-COUNTY
FAMILY-OPERATED
NUMBERS RACKET

Following a six-month investigation,
a family-operated  gambling ring
that allegedly ran an old-fashioned
numbers racker complete with betting
parlors, wire rooms and runners and
collectors that handled approximarely
$3.,000 a day in bets, or $1 million a
year has been dismantled.

It is alleged that a central wire room

in Brooklyn maintained a number

of fax machines that received betting

stips from more than thirty betting

parlors scattered throughour Queens,

Brooklyn and Nassau County. A

second wire room was operated from

a private house in Queens. Two of the -
defendants allegediy were primarily
tasked with collecting and distributing

money to the betting parlors.

In addirion to the arrests. court-
authorized search  warrants  were
executed ar  twelve  locations,
including one of the defendants
residences, the rwo wire rooms and
various betting parlors in Queens,
Brooklyn and Long Island. In total,
twenty-six individuals, including the
six pre-indicted  defendants, were
arrested on various charges and more
than $120,000 in cash, gambling
records, ten fax machines, narcotic
pills and six weapons were recovered
- including two MP-15 assaulr rifies.
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COLD CASE SOLVED -
FORMER NYC
CORRECTION OFFICER
SENTENCED FOR
MURDER OF MOTHER

OF HIS CHILD

Shor His Girlfriend 8 Times in The
Head And Once In The Chest

Barbara Perez’s bullet-ridden body
had been found on the Hoor inside
the now-defunct The Power Factory,
a gyt in Ridgewood, on the morning
of August 11, 2000, The 32-year-old
Perez, who was an assistant manager
at the gym, had been shot nine times
= ance in the chest and eighe times
in rthe head.

Suspicion immediately fell on NYC
Correction  Ofhcer  Christopher
Clavell, Perer’s former boyfriend who
worked as a Correction Officer on
Rikers Island at the time. Detectives
questioned him  immediately after
the shooring but no charges were
filed at the time. In the years that
followed, however, the investigation
into Perer’s murder continued and, at
erial, it was revealed thar Clavell had
“repeatedly harassed and confronied”
Perez abour child support payments
following a legal proceeding in
Queens Family Court and that Perez
had told family members Clavell
claimed he would “sooner kill her
than give her any money,”

Thanks to the hard work of the
NYPD’s Queens Homicide Squad
and the District Artorneys Homicide
Invesrigation Bureau, justice was
. hnally achieved for the victim and
- her family. Clavell was ultimately
¢ convicred ar rrial of second-degree
murder and sentenced to 25 years to
life in prison.

MOTORIST SENTENCED TO

UP TO SEVEN®

Following his guilty plea earlier this
year to vehicular manslaughter in the
death of a (3-year-old highway worker
kifled chis past July on the Grand Cenrral
Parkway, Abdullah Munshi, was sentenced
to the maximum term of two and one-
third vears t seven years in prisen and,
following his release from state prison, to
a three-year conditional discharge, during
which time he will be required wo install
an ignidon interlock device ar his own
expense in any vehicle that he owns or
aperates for a period of five years,

Munshi was driving a 2002 Audi AG ac
an unsafe speed westbound in the lefe lane
of the Grand Central Parkway near Jewel
Avenue on the morning of July 10, 2012.
Just ahead of him a large construction
vehicle was parked in the left lane wich its
arrow light Hashing, indicating thar the
left fane was closed and directing mortorists
to the center lane. Directly behind the
construction vehicle, Frank Avino, 63,

ARS IN STATE PRISON
MANSLAUGHTER IN DEATH

JAY WO

of Long Island, was placing orange trafhic
cones in the left lane when Munshi's Audi
struck him, causing Avino to hit the Audi’s
windshield and then fly into the air and
land on top of the construction vehicle.
Avino, whe worked as an elecrrician for
Welsbach Electric Corp., of College Point,
Queens, was pronounced dead av the
scene, Based on skid marks ar the scene it
was determined that the minimum speed
of the Audi was 58 miles per hour ac the
time of the collision and that the posted
speed limit is 50 miles per hour.

Police responding to the scene observed
that the Audi had front end damage and 2
shatered windshield and rthar Munshi had
bloadshot wartery eyes and a strong odor of
alcohol on his breath. Munshi was unable o
produce a valid New York State driver's license
and in a statement to police he admitted
drinking from 12:00 a.m. to 3:00 a.m. that
morning and that he was driving the Audi
because his friends were oo drunk to drive,
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SENTENCED TO

SIX YEARS IN PRISON FOR

SERIOUSLY INJURING 11-Y]

-OLD GIRL BY

DRIVING AROUND STOPPED SCHOOL BUS

Defendant lgnored Bus' Stop Sign; Struck Child And Fled Scene

_ A 26-year-old Richmond Hill man who
struck and seriously injured an 11-year-
old girl in December 2011 after driving
around a stopped school bus thar had s

. stop sign extended and red lights Hashing

has been sentenced to six years in prison.

~The defendant, Errol Gangaram had been

* convicted of second-degree assault leaving

the scene of an incident without reporting,

failing to stop at a steady red signal,
unsafe lane change, second-degree reckless

. endangerment, endangering the welfare

Jof a child, reckless driving, third-degree

i aggravated unlicensed operation of a motor
“vehicle, and overtaking and passing a school

+ bus following a bench trial.

According to the rrial testimony,

: Gangaram  was  taveling  westbound

win oz silver vehicle on 103rd Avenue at

Lapproximately 6:40 aum. en December
9, 2011, when the vehicle in front of
sim stopped at the intersection of 103rd

- Avenue and 125th Sureer because the driver

cobserved that a school bus had displayed

s stop sign so as to allow children 1o

" safely cross the streer, Instead of stopping,

- Gangaram crossed over the double yellow

line into 103rd Avenue’s eastbound lanes
and passed the school bus on the left side.

Witnesses abserved something flying
through the air, saw a young girl lying in
the street and heard 2 woman scream, “IHe
is getting away,” as Gangaram Hed the scene
in his vehicle. Another motorist followed
in pursuit as Gangaram drove onto 124th
Street and then condnued on to 131t
Street, during which time he drove through
rwo red lights. Gangaram exited his vehicle
in the vicinity of 131st Streer and 101st
Avenue, and began pacing in the sireet
while talking on his cell phone, according
to the driver who followed him. The police
arrived and Gangaram was arrested.

The victim, DPreeya  Sahadeo, 11,
suffered a skull fracture, among other
injuries, and was listed in ¢rirical condition.
She remained hospiralized from the dare
of the incident undil April 2012 when she
was transferred o a childrens pediacric
facility. On December 31, 2012, Preeya was
discharged and returned home. However,
she continues to be confined 1o a hospiral
bed and cannor walk or speak and has
extensive neurological damage.

TWO GANG
MEMBERS FATALLY
SHOOT A
13-YEAR-OLD BOY
AND WOUND
ANOTHER TEENAGER

Victim Killed By Stray Buller
While Walking Fome From School,
Second Teen Struck By Stray Bullet

While Working At Car Wash

Following a six week jury trial
two members of the Crips street
gang were convicted of first degree
manslaughter and  other charges
and sentenced to 50 years in prison
for the fatal shooting of a 13-year-
old student and the wounding of a
17-year-old car wash employee, Both
victims were innocent bystanders
seruck by gunfire during an October
2009 altercation between the Crips
and a rival Bloods streer gang,

According to trial testimony, Gregory
Calas, acting in concert with Nononso
Ekwegbalu, who was also armed and
firing a gun, discharged his 380
semi~-auromatic revolver on Ocrober
2, 2009, at approximately 3:15 p.m.,
in front of 208-15 Linden Boulevard
in Queens, in the direction of three
persons with whom he had juse
had a physical altercation, and who
were fleeing, unarmed. One of the
defendants’ bullers struck 13-year-
old Kevin Miller, an innocent
bystander, in the head, killing him,
Testimony revealed that additionally,
during the altercation, one of the
defendants’ bullets struck a second
teenager, Pedro Garcia, 17, who was
working at a corner car wash. He
sustained a gunshot wound to his left
leg, which required him to be treaved
at a local Queens hospieal.
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MURDER ATTEMPT RESULTS IN PRISON SENTENCE FOR

FORMER

Leopold Mclean, a veteran New York
. Clity Police Department detective convicred
- of attempted murder in connection with
an off-duty shooting in which an unarmed
man was wounded, has been sentenced 1o
seven years in state prison

McLean, who had been a member
of the NYPD for ncarly two decades and
whose most recent assignment was as a
member of Mayor Bloomberg’s Dignitary
Protection Unirt, was convicted of second-
degree attempted murder and frst-and
second-degree  reckless  endangerment
following a jury crial.

D BODYGUA

According to testimony at trial,
McLean approached Lepaul Gammons,
then 39, in the vicinity of 119th Road and
153ed Streer at approximately 12:34 a.m.
on November 15, 2010, and demanded o
know why Gammons was at that focation
— the residence of a3 woman kpown 1o
both men and who had a restraining order
against Gammons. At that point, McLean
pointed a black handgun at Gammons,
who asked if McLean was going ro shoot
him. Mclean then stated that he had
something for Gammons and lowered the
black handgun and reached down toward
his ankle, ar which point Gammons ran
from the locatien, which was caprured
on video surveillance. As he ran, he heard
gunshots coming from where Mcl.ean had
been standing. Ashe ran down 119th Read
toward  Sutphin  Boulevard, Gammons
sustained a gunshot thar entered and exited
his buttocks. Gammons climbed a fence
of a neighboring yard and hid briefly. As
he ran back to his car, Mclean fired more
shots. The incident ended when Gammons

» OF MAYOR

managed to drive off in his car.

Though McLean and Gammons both
failed to report the shooring, McLean and
his girlfriend reported a burglary ac the
time, saying Gammons had a knife. Bullet
fragments of a gun registered ro Mclean
were found ar the scene. Ballistic tests on a
buller recovered from a fence post located
on the north side of 119-26 153rd Street
determined that the buller came from che
Kahr .9mm Luger registered to McLean.

Later, Gammons called the police, gave
his name and the name of the shooter, but
refused to meet with the police or go to the
hospital for treatment out of fear thas he
would be arrested. He informed the police
where they could find the blood-soaked
clothing that he was wearing when he was
shot and officers assigned to Internal Affairs
went and retrieved those items.

Gammons, who suffered subsrancial
pain, impaired mobility and a high fever
as a result of the gunshor wound, was
subsequently raken to Jamaica Hospital for
treatment,

LIVERY DRIVER AND ACCOMPLICE SENTENCED TO PRISON
IN ROBBERY AND MURDER OF OZONE PARK BAR PATRON

it should have been justanother fare
for livery cab driver Deevan Jagnarine. A
patron at The Rush, a lounge in Ozone
Park, was intoxicated and needed a ride
home, lInstead, Jagmarine decided ro
rob the patron. But he needed help. So
after Maeadin Ramnarain, 58, who was
heavily intoxicated, got inro Jagmarine's
taxi outside The Rush at about 10:30
p.m. on August 16, 2010, Jagnarine
then picked up Alex Gobardhan and
drove to the vicinity of 89-12 Arion
Road in Ozone Park. Once there, the
two men punched the victm in the
face and robbed him of his cell phone,
wallet and a gold bracelec before
dumping his body, which was later
found by a passerby who called 911.
The victim was removed to jamaica

Hospital by emergency medical responders
where he was pronounced dead at 11:33
p.m. According to the medical examiners
office the cause of death was determined
be cardiac arrhythmia due to cardiovascular
discase following  blunt
trauma to the head.
Gobardhan, 22, was
convicted on July 24,
2013, of second-degree
murder,  second-degree
robbery and three counts
of fifth-degree  criminal
possession  of  stolen
property following a week-
long jury trial. He was
sentenced  the following
month o sevenieen years
tor life in prison.

Jagnarine, 24, who restified against
Gobardhan, pleaded guiley to first and
second-degree  robbery on July 22,
2013, and was sentenced the following
month o eleven years in prison.
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LONG ISLAND CITY M/

N CONVICTED IN

HIT-AND-RUN DEATH OF BICYCLIST

Alex J. Badsta, pleaded guilty on
February 24, 2013, o second-degree
assaulr and operating a motor vehicle while
under the influence of alcohol or drugs and
was sentenced to a determinate sentence of
five years in prison and three years' post-
release supervision. The defendant was also
otdered to pay 2 $1,000 fine and install an
ignition inrerfock device at his own expense
in any vehicle that he owns or operates for
a period of three years following his release
from prison.

Batista was driving a 2006 black
Infinity M35 four-door sedan at a high rate
of speed eastbound on Greenpoint Avenue
at ;1ppro:<im’1rf:lv 13:51 pom. on Wednesday,
July 18, 2012, when he struck the rear of
37-year-old Roger G. Hernandezs bicycle
as he rode eastbound with the flow of rafhic
on Greenpoint Avenue between 39th Place
and 39th Street, causing Mr. Hernandez
to be thrown onto the hood of Batistas
vehicle and strike the windshield before
being thrown off the vehicle and onto the
roadway near 39th Place. Mr. Hernandez

was pronounced dead at the scene of massive
head and body trauma approximately six
minutes after the incident.

According to the criminal charges,
Batista fled the scene in his vehicle,
which was subsequently observed to be
crashed into a building at 58-16 Laurel
Hill Boulevard, approximately ten blocks

from the scene of the collision with Mr.
Hernandez, Batista was lying on the side
walk a few car lengths from his vehicle
in what appeared to be an intoxicated
condition with bloodshot, watery eyes,
slurred speech and an odor of alcohol. At
the time of Batista’s arrest, police recovered
two bags of marthuana from his person.

EX-BOYFRIEND SENTENCED TO 50 YEARS TO LIFE IN PRISON
FOR STRANGULATION MURDER OF PREGNANT WOMAN AND
OFTODDLER WHO DIED IN DEADLY COVER-UP FIRE

Jimmy Humphrey was convicred
after a four week jury trial of the July
2010 murders of his former girlfriend,
whom he strangled, and her two-year-
old son who perished in the fire he

purposely set in her Springfield Gardens
aparument to cover up his crime. The

former girlfriend was seven-months
pregnant with his child at the dime.
According  to  trial  restimony,
hirefighters responded to an anonymous
911 call and came upon a fire on the
second floor of 179-56 Anderson Road
just after 4:30 a.m. on Tuesday, July
13, 2010. Inside, they discovered the
burned body of Linda Anderson, 25,
and her son, Ayden Hayes, 2, laying in

the apartment. The toddler was transported
to a local Queens hospital where he was
prosounced dead.  An investigation by
the New York Cirty Fire Deparement
determined that the fire was not the result
of any accidental or natural causes.

in  statements made o police,
Humphrey said that he was in the apartment
with Ms. Anderson and her son just prior
to the fire and thar he had grabbed Ms.
Anderson by the throat and shoved her,
causing her to fall, He also admitted that he
hit Ms. Anderson with a bottle of alcohol
and used her lighter to set her couch on fire
even though he knew that her son Ayden
was inside the aparement. Humphrey
additionally admitted that he was aware

that Ms. Anderson was pregnant and
that he did not want to have a family
with her. Humphrey further admirred
that he then ran from the apartment,
feaving behind Ms. Anderson with her
body on fire and her son asleep in a
bedroom. Finally, Humphrey admitted
that he went home and laid down for
a period of time before walking w a
phone to call 911 to report the fire.
The Office of the Chief Medical
Examiner ruled thar Ms. Anderson
died as a result of neck compression
and that she was pregnant. The Medical
Examiner’s office also  ruled  that
Ayden Hayes died as a result of smoke
inhalarion and other injuries.




RGED IN MAJOR DRUG SWEEP FOLLOWING UNDERCOVER

INVESTIGATION AT TWO QUEENS HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS

Hundyeds Of Undercover Drug Buys Allegedly Made Of Heroin, Cocaine and Marijuana

Anti-drug initiatives at the New York
City Housing Authority’s Queensbridge
Houses in Long Islind City and the
Ravenswood Houses in Astoria, Queens
have resulted in charges against hfty-one
individuals. ' '

They are charged with selling heroin,
cocaine, oxycodone, methamphetamine
and marijuana to undercover police officers
on hundreds of separate occasions over an
cight-month period between 2012-2013.

The investigation began last Auguse
when detectives assigned to the NYPD’s
Queens Narcorics Division teamed  up
with District Attorney Brown's Narcotics
[nvestigation  Bureau with the goal of
identifying, disrupting  and  stopping
marijuana  and  narcotics  rrafhicking
organizations aperating in the Queensbridge
and Ravenswood Houses and ro apprehend
its members and associates.

Officers also executed seven court-
authorized search warrants and recovered

narcotics,  hashish, marijuana, drug
paraphernalia and cash.
The Queensbridge Houses,  which

are owned and managed by the New York

City Housing Authority ("NYCHA"}, is

the largest public housing development in
North America and covers nearly 50 acres.
Located in Long Island City and completed
in March 1940, the more than 3,000-
unit complex is broken into rwo separate
complexes — the North and South Houses.
The Queensbridge North Houses consist
of 13 six-story buildings thar house some
3,400 residents in 1,517 apartments, The

Queensbridge South Houses consist of 13
six-story buildings that house some 3,500
residents in 1,602 aparuments,

The Ravenswood Houses is another
NYCHA Queens development.  The
Astoria, Queens, complex was completed
in 1951 and consists of 31 six- and seven-
story buildings that house some 4,500
residents in 2,163 aparunents.

FUGITIVE SENTENCED TO 10 YEARS IN PRISON
FOR MANSLAUGHTER STEMMING FROM 2005 HIT-AND-RUN
THAT KILLED 15-YEAR-OLD BOY

Barwolo Paula, who spent more
than seven years on the run, first in
the Caribbean and then in Europe,
was sentenced o ten years in prison
on his first-degree manslaughter guilty
plea in connecrion with the 2005 hir-
and-run death of a teenage special-
educarion student in Ozone Park. In
addition o the 10-vear prison term,
Paula was also sentenced to five years

Defendant Extradited From Spain

of post-release supervision

According to the charges, Paula had just
dropped off his teenage son at John Adams
High School on the morning of October
26, 2005, and was at a red light when
Jeffrey Javier, 13, entered the crosswalk.
When the light changed to green Paula
struck Javier, who was still in the crosswalk,
and kept going, A witness followed Paula
for several blocks, took down his license

plate number and turned it over o
police, who later interviewed the
suspect. After agreeing to surrender
to police the next day, Paula instead
fled to the Dominican Republic and
ultimarely to Spain, from where he
was extradited in December 2012,
favier, who suffered a fracrured skull
and other injuries, died a few days
later at fJamaica Hospital.
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ATTEMPTED MURDER OF POLICE OFFICER
AFTER HOUR-LONG CRIME SPREE RESULTS IN

LONG PRISON TE!

In February 2010, two Queens men
shot at a marked police vehicle atempting
to stop them afrer they srole a car,
burglarized a house and robbed a woman
on the street at gunpoint. Upoen conviction
for these crimes, the men Darius Lowery
and Urban Fermin were sentenced to
indeterminate terms of 40 years to life and
30 years to life respectively in prison.

According to wial restimony, arv 7:35
aan, on February 2, 2010, a 33-vear-old St
Albans man left his white 2000 Ford Focus
warming up outside his residence. When
he returned five minutes later, the vehicle
was gone. At $:10 that same morning, a
72-year-0ld South Ozone Park woman
opened the front door of her residence and
was confronted by two males wearing masks
and dark cloching, The men stated, “This
is a robbery, move in!” Onge inside the
residence, the men ~ ane of whom displayed
a black pistol and the other a revolver
ordered the woman's 40-vear-old daughrer
to get on the Hoor before eventually having
the two women sit on the sofa. One of the
men then stayed with the women while the
other ransacked the residence ~ taking the
batteries from the telephone and removing
cash, a digiral camera, assorted jewelry,
a Nintendo Wii gaming console and a
Westinghouse fat screen television — before
flecing in a white vehicle.

Thereafter, a 35-vear-old South Ozone
Park woman was walking along 128th
Street ar approximately 8:27 a.m. when
a white vehicle drove past her.  She then
heard a vehicle come to a stop behind her,
a person exit the vehicle and someone
running toward her. When she turned,
she saw a male wearing dark clothing
approaching her.  The man
displayed a black pistol
and  demanded her
pockethaok. He
then  ripped  the
pocketbook  from
her and began to
return to the white
vehicle before

stopping and again confronting the victim,
this time stating, “No, give me everything.”
He then began rummaging through her
packets, taking her pocketbook, credit
card, driver’s license, cellular telephone
and a sum of cash before rerurning to
the white vehicle and entering the front
passenger seat. A second man was seated in
the vehicle's driver seat.

Police Officers observed Lowery and
Fermin seated in the Ford Focus at the
intersection  of 130th Sweer and  Foch
Boulevard approximarely rwenty seconds
after the street robbery occurred. When che
officers attempted ro stop the two men they
were taken on a high speed chase through
three different precincts, at times traveling
the wrong way on one-way streets, until
they arrived on Surphin Boulevard heading
sauthbound. On Sutphin Boulevard Lowery
hung his upper body out of the passenger
side window, pointed a black pistol at the
officers, and fired ar least eight rounds.

Ultimately the defendants ended up
wmping out of the stll moving Ford Focus.
Lowery was observed reaching for his
waistband and the two officers opened fire,
However, neither defendant was hit. The
Focus continued to roll unmanned to the end
of the block where it crashed. The proceeds
of the burglary and robbery were found
inside the vehicle. Fermin was apprehended
near the scene of the car crash while Lowery
was  apprehended  approximartely  rwelve
hours later at
his home.

SEX TRAFFICKERS
SENTENCED TO
PRISON

Victimized two Young wormen ~
i 19-year-old runaiway from
Rockland County
and a 20-year-old from
New York City

Hikeem L. Green and Darcell
Marshall  pleaded guilty to sex
trafficking, and were sentenced
1o four to twelve years and one to
three years in prison respectively,

According to the investigation,
Green first took custody of the two
women separately by prerending
o be a “John” (prostitution
customer) and picking them up
on “tracks” (known prostitution
locations frequented by prostitutes
and their customers} in the Bronx
and Brooklyn. He then  rwold
them that he was a pimp and
that they now had to work as
prostitutes for him. Green kept
the two women imprisoned
inside a  Springfield Boulevard
location berween October 2012
and  December 2012, during
which time he ook photographs
of both victims and posted them
on the adult website directory,
backpage.com, to advertise their
services as prostitutes. Numerous
men responded to the ads and the
vicrims met with them either at the
Springfield Boulevard address or
other locations in Queens where
they were forced to perform various
sexual acts with the men for money,
which they had o wurn over o
Green and Marshall.




THEFT OF
TRAIIMWAYS BUS RESULTS
IN PRISON TERM

Darius McCollum, 48, was sentenced in
August to an indeterminate term of 2V
to 5 vears in prison as a predicate felon
in connection with the 2010 theft of a
‘Trailways bus from a depor in Hoboken,
New Jersey, which he then drove to Queens.
McCollum was behind the wheel of the bus
at the time of his arrest.

McCollum's prior felony was a 2006 third-
degree attempred grand larceny convicrion
in connection with his attempt to sweal a
Long Island Rail Road train in 2005, He had
been sentenced to 1Y to 3 years in that case.

SENTENCED FOR
STABBING DEATH OF
17-YEAR-OLD WHILE

TRYING TO STEAL

HIS IPHONE

: Stephon Huffman, who took partin a fatal
Jattack on a 17-year-old boy while trying
ito steal his iPhone, has been sentenced o
20 years in prison. Huffman pleaded guilty
in July to frst-degree manslaughrer in
connection with the 20171 daytime artack.

Accordingto thecriminal charges, Huffman
and others approached Patrick Dixon, 17,
afrer following him off of a bus, and placed
him in a chokehold while demanding his
iPhone and trying to remove it from his
pocker. As Dixon struggled, an accomplice
grabbed him along with Huffman, When
Dixon managed to free himself from the
grasp of Huffman and his cohort, a third
person approached and slashed Dixon’s
neck with a razor blade. As Dixon fled from
his attackers, with blood spurting from his
neck, Huffman and rwo others followed
him. Dixon fell to the ground while one
of his artackers continued to demand thar
he turn over his phone. Huffman admited
that as he was running after Dixon, the
victim’s  blood sprayed onto his face,
mouth, jacket, sweatshire and pants,

CONVICTION IN 2007
MURDER AT JACKSON
HEIGHTS BAR

Extradited Co-Defendant Already

Serving 18 Year Prison Term

It was just after 4:00 a.m. on February
4, 2007, when Carlos Sanchez and
Francisco  Uribe, two Colombian
nationals, pulled up in a silver BMW to
the Blue Lounge bar at 83-17 Roosevelt
Avenue in Jackson Heights. For a fow
minutes the two men stood outside
the bar watching people exit before
they entered the premises.  Already
inside were their soon-to-be victims:
Robinson Lopez and his friend, Diokis
Rosario. When Lopez come out of the
bar, Sanchez and Uribe folfowed by car.

Rosario and his flancé, who had been
walking in front of Loper, heard a
commaotion and turned. Seeing Uribe
attacking Lopez with a knife, Rosario
went to the aid of his friend. In
response, Uribe slashed Rosario in the
face, cutting him next to his left eye, as
Sanchez stopped the car and ran to join
Uribe on the sidewalk. Sanchez then
stabbed Rosario once in the torso before
he and Uribe Hed in the BMW.

Lopez  died and  Rosario  received
39 stitches to close his wounds.
Immediately after  the  stabbing,
Sanchez and Uribe fled the country.
Fifteen months after the stabbings,
Sanchez was arrested at the Mexican
border attempting to illegally re-enter
the United States through Texas. Uribe
was returned to the United States
from Colombia in June 2010. In
January 2013, Utribe pleaded guiky
to first-degree manslaughter, and was
sentenced to 18 years in prison,

Sanchez was convicted in October 2013
of seccond-degree murder and first-degree
assault following a chree-week jury rrial.

GANG ASSAULT IN BAR
CAUSES DEATH

Vietin Was Injured in Club Fight and Later
Died From a Heart Artack

Donnell Coleman, 31, of Jamaica, Queens,
was sentenced to 18 years in prison for the
brutal beating of another man in a Forest
Hills club in November 2010, Coleman had
been convicted of first-degree gang assault in
March 2013 following the conclusion of a
two-week jury rrial.

According to court testimony, in the early
morning hoursof November 27, 2010, inside
of Bartini’s, a nightclub located at 1 Station
Square, in Forest Hills, Coleman, along with
approximately eight to ten others, punched
and kicked the victim, Haroon Walfall, 33,
of Rosedale, Queens, repeatedly abour the
face. head, and torso after an altercation
inside the club over a girl. Mr. Walfall, who
had an enlarged heart, sustained bruising,
swelling, bleeding and lacerations 1o his
face and neck, subsequently died later thar
morning from a heart atack.

100 YEARS IN PRISON FOR
GUNPOINT RAPE OF TWO
WOMEN ONTWO
CONSECUTIVE DAYS

Leaman King was convicted of two counts
cach of first-degree rape, first-degree criminal
sexual act, second-degree kidnapping, and
second and third-degree criminal possession
of a weapon following a jury trial,

According to trial testimony, shortly after
midnight on October 29, 20035, the hrst
victim  was  walking  down  Springheld
Boulevard when she was abducted at
gunpoint by the defendant and forced into
his vehicle.  Once inside the vehicle, the

defendant raped and sodomized her. On
the following day, October 30, 2005, ar
approximately 8:30 p.m., the sccond vicrim
was walking down Eveleth Road when she
was abducted by the defendant ar gunpoint
and forced into his vehicle where he raped
and sodomized her.




Interest
PRISON TERM FOR
SHOOTING WITNESS WHO
TESTIFIED AGAINST
DEFENDANT IN FARLIER
ROBBERY CASE

3 0l

A Far Rockaway man has been sentenced 1o
25 years in prison after pleading guiley last
month to fisst-degree manslaughter in the
shooting death of a witness who had restified
against him in an earlier robbery case. His
girlfriend, who drove him to and from the
crime scene and pleaded guilty to first-degree
hindering prosecution, was sentenced to two
to six years in prison.

In pleading  guilty, Shytique Kelly
admitted that he approached Tysheen
Coakley, 21, and two other individuals
ar approximately 5:28 p.m. on May 27,
2012, ac che intersection of 110ch Avenue
and 160th Street and fired in the direction
of the three individuals, hiting Coakley in
the chest and causing his demise, The Co-
defendant admicted that she assisted in the
% killing by driving Kelly o and from the
© crime scene,

REGISTERED SEX
OFFENDER SENTENCED
FOR SEXUALLY ASSAULTING
WOMAN IN ALLEY

A rwenty-three year-old already listed as a
Level One sex offender on the state registry,
grabbed a 35-year-old woman from behind
as she headed roward a bus stop on her way
to work, He dragged the woman into an
alley and physically and sexually attacked
her. Half-naked, she eventually managed
to escape and flee w0 a pearby bodega,
where a customer called 911,

‘The defendant, whose DNA was found
on a letter he wrote to a friend describing
what he had done, was convicred of
first-degree atwempred rape, hrse-degree
criminal  sexual  act,  second-degree

attempted  robbery and  second-degree
assaulr following a bench erial,

ELEMENTARY
SCHOOLTEACHER
SEXUALLY ABUSED

FIVE STUDENTS

A Queens public school teacher has
been sentenced to prison for sexually
abusing five of his students ~ four
females and one male who ranged
between eight and ten in age — over
a three-year period. The incidents all
took place at the school - many during
class cime.

The defendant, Simon Wars who
was formerly employed as a teacher
at PS. 15, was the third and fourth-
grade teacher for the five students
whom he sexually abused - sometimes
on multiple occasions. A child told
her mother what had happened and
the police were called and Wacts was
immediately suspended from school.
Subsequently  four  more  students
came forward and disclosed that Watrs
had either rouched them in a sexual
manner or made them rouch him. On
at least one occasion, according to the
testimony, Watts told a student, "Don't
tell anybody.”

TEN DEFENDANTS
INDICTED IN
CONNECTION WITH AUTO
THEFT RING TARGETING
DEALERSHIPS

Eleven Vehicles Recovered, Including One
Fownd In Shipping Container At Staten
Island Port

Ten men were indicred on grand larceny
and other charges in connection with
an auto theft ring that allegedly stole
vehicles from car dealerships in Queens
and Brooklyn for resale, including
allegedly selling one of the vehicles to a
defendant who was arranging to have it
shipped overseas.

PAKISTANI NATIONAL AND

U.5. NATURALIZED
CITIZEN CHARGED WITH
SOLICITING AID FOR
TERRORIST GROUPS IN
AFGHANISTAN

Two New York Ciry residents -- a Pakistani
national residing in  Elmhurst and 2
naturalized U.S. citizen from Kuwair
residing in Brooklyn -- have been charged
with conspiring to solicit aid in support
of terrorist organizations — including the
Taliban and al-Qaeda — fighting American
croops in Afghanistan.

QUEENS VILLAGE MAN
SENTENCED FOR
SEX TRAFFICKING
15-YEAR-OLD GIRL

Burned victin with
cigarettes and a razor whei she asked to

stop engaging in prostitution

According to the criminal charges filed
in the case, the 15-year- old victim, who
had run away from home, was rold by
defendant  Christopher  Whitfield, on
March 8, 2012, that she was going to make
money for him by having sexual intercourse
with men in exchange for cash that would
be paid to him. In furtherance of his
scheme,  Whitheld  posted  prostitution
advertisements of the victim on backpage.
com. Between March 8, 2012, and April 1,
2012, numerous men tesponded to the ads
and the victim mer them on a daily basis at
hotels and other locations in Queens where
she had sex with them for money, which she
paid to Whitheld, Lasuly, when the viciim
repeatedly asked to leave and stop engaging
in prostitution, Whitfield threatened 1o
physically beat her and on several occasions
burned her on the breast and wrist with
cigarettes and, heating a razor, burned her
on the leg. All three burnings resulted in
scars, ‘The viciim managed to escape when
she was left alone. Whiteheld pled guiley
and was sentenced to 3 to 9 years in prison.







THREE ADA’S HONORED FOR OUTSTANDING WORK

Senior Assistant District Artoraey Jessica L. Melton, recipient of the New
York City Bar Association’s Thomas E. Dewey Award: Assistant Diserice
Attorney Nicole LA, Reid, recipicnt of the Queens Districr Acoraey
Ofhee’s Hal Miller Weinstein Memorial Award: and Assistant Diserict
Attorney Marjory [0 Fisher, Chicl of the Special Vietims Bureau and
the recipient of the Queens Distrier Avorney Office’s Engene ], Kelly
Memorial Award join the Disericr Avorney,

WILLIAM TUCKER GARVIN PUBLIC SERVICE AWARD

Drstricr Avtorney Richard A, Brown presented the 2013 William Tucker
Garvin Public Service Award to Execurive Assistant Discricr Attorney Jusse
I Sligh in cclebration of Black History Month. The award was  established
in 2001 w0 honor the memory of Mr. Garvin, the first African-American
Assistant Distder Artorney appoinred in Queens Couney,

HISPANIC HERITAGE AWARD

Dhstrict Acrorney Richard A. Brown presents the Hon, Carmen Beauchamp-
Ciparick, retired Senior Associate Judge of die New York Stare Coure of
Appeals , with his office’s 8th Annual National Hispanic Heritage Award in
honor of her distinguished legal career. Joining them are the Hon. Joseph
A, Zayas, Administrative Judge for the Criminal Tesm of the Supreme
Court in Queens County, and the Flon, Randall T Eng, Presiding Justice
of the New York Stare Appellate Division, Second Deparument.

STATE'S DISTRICT ATTORNEYS HONOR BROWN

Queens District Artorney Richard AL Brown received the Asseclation’s
highest honor - the Frank S, Hogan Award - for his decades ol public service
at the Associarion’s annual winter conference. He was presented with the
award by the Associarion’s immediase past president, Manhaoan Distric
Atterney Oyrus B Vanee Jr, during dhe gonference’s award luncheon,

where LS. Accorney Eric H. Hlolder delivered the keyvnote address.




GERALDINE FERRARO SCHOOL DEDICATION

On Ocrober 22, 2013, the campus of a new school building was named
after Geraldine A, Ferraro, the first female vice-presidential candidase
and three-term Gueens Congresswoman. Preseat av the dedication were
Assemblywoman Catherine Nolan, Disvice Anorney Brown, former
Schools Chaneellor Dennis Walcoo and many elected and educarion
officials. The Geraldine A. Ferraro Campus will house the former RS, 290,
which is now called rthe A/CE. Academy for Scholars,

HOLIDAY TOY DRIVE

Districr Artorney Richard A, Brown szands amidst some of the more than
200 wovs donared by stafl members and disaibared o needy children in
Cucens County this holiday season.

METROPOLITAN YOUTH GANG CONFERENCE

The 19th Annual Metropolitan Youth Gang Conference was held ay
the Maoliday Ins ], B KL in Jamaica, Queens in July, The two-day long
informarion-sharing conference is co-bosted by the QIDIA, Middle Aclaric
Grear Lakes Organized Crime Law Enforeement Newwork, New York Civy
Police Deparanent and the East Coast Gang Investigators Associadion,

QUEENS TREATMENT COURT GRADUATION CEREMONY

District Arorney Richard A. Brown addressed the 14 graduares of the
Queens Drug Treaument Court program, which was established ro provide
an alternative to the incarceration of first-time nonvinlent drug offenders,
Seated behind Districr Avorney Brown are the Flonesable Joseph A Zayas,
the Administrative Judge for Criminal Matters, Queens County Supreme
Court, and rhe Honorable Marcia B Hirsch, the presiding judae of the
Oueens Trearment Coure,




Queens District Atcorney Richard A. Brown briefed Ciry, State and Federal elected officials from Queens County ar his annual legisladve break-
fast held ar his Kew Gardens offices. The public safery briefing highlighted key accomplishments andd major initatives of the past vear, as well as
the difficult challenges facing the office in the year ahead. Among those actending were former City Councilman Archie Spigner, Assemblyman
Edward Braunstein, Assernblyman Michael G. DenDiekker, Assemblyman Duavid Weprin, City Councitman Leroy Comiie, City Comprroller
lohn Liu, Assemblyman Andrew Hevesi, City Councibiman Peter Valione, fr., Ciry Councilman Mark Weprin, Assemblyman Jeffrion Aubry,
State Senazor Malcolm AL Smith, Srate Senator Toby Seavisky, Assemblywoman Catherine Nolan, City Councibvoman Karen Koslowitz and
Queens County Clerk Audrey Pheffer
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[istricr Attorney Brown joined the United States Tennis Association (USTA) and the New York Junior Tenais and Learning (NYJTL} in hosting
more than 800 Far Rockaway public school seudems ac the 16th annual “Say Yes To Tennis, No To Vielence” Day ac the USTA Billie Jean King
National Tennis Center in Flushing Meadows-Caorona Park in Queens. The day-long outing culminates the Districr Attorney’s year-long STAR
Track anti-violence program in which members of his stall, as well as members of the New York Ciry Corporation Counsel's Othce and Queens
Law Associares, visit Far Rockaway schools chroughour the school year to walk about the risks of guns, drugs, gangs and how to make the right
choices. Joining DDA Brown with the students are NYJTL President and CEO Deborah MacFariane Antoine and Tennis Program Manager York
Chu, ADAs Hareld Rosengarten, Samantha Alessi, and John Esposito enjoy a moment with District Astorney Brown and the FDINY masco,

 NarionaL NiGHT OuT AGAINST CRIME
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- comimunity’ members at anti-crime’ events. He s picuzrcd here ac [hL 109th Precince with: ﬁ;r;mr Mayor Michael Bloomberg, former Police
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Office of the Queens County District Attorney
Proposed New Initiatives
New York City Fiscal Year 2015

The following outlines a number of special initiative areas for which we request funding support
this year -- in addition to our request to re-visit workload formulas based on current workloads
and new needs. These special initiatives include:

Requested: $760,000

In recent years, with the growth of cell phone, computer, tablet, smart phone and other
personal device, and video and audio evidence technology, we all have been facing increased
challenges in our investigations and prosecutions in addressing the increasing need to access and
preserve evidence from these devices and sites.

To date, we have no specialized in-house technical capacity to conduct the type of
forensic examinations that are typically required. We also have no specialized staff to assist with
analyzing evidence increasingly appearing on social media sites - particularly in the area of
youth gang activity.

As a result, we currently rely on the already sorely strained resources of fellow law
enforcement or outside agencies, including NYPD, the New York State Police (NY SP), or the
New York Electronic Crimes Task Force to conduct the forensic examinations we need of the
cell phone, computer, video and audio evidence that has become increasingly prevalent in our
cases. These include matters ranging from white collar crime, credit card fraud, identity theft, and
other financial scams to internet sexual predator crimes against children to street crime, including
felony assaults, burglaries, robberies, narcotics and gun trafficking, and many other offenses.
With most of the essential forensic work dependent on the availability of outside police agency
resources, our lack of dedicated forensic staffing has hampered us at a time when the ability to
conduct forensic examinations of these types is growing in importance.

Accordingly, we seek funding support this year to begin to build that capacity into our
office, modernize our operations to fit the times, and build a cyber-crime forensic laboratory
capacity. With the requested funding we hope to add specially trained staff who will be dedicated
to utilize new hardware and software we plan to acquire with the aim of enhancing ongoing
investigations and prosecutions.

To accomplish this, we request $610,000 in personal services monies to support the
addition of a forensic unit supervisor at an average annual salary of $100,000; 5 forensic
specialists at an average annual salary of $70,000; and four senior paralegal/analysts at an
average annual salary of $40,000. Overseen by the assigned forensic unit supervisor, the forensic
specialists will be responsible for conducting detailed forensic examinations and information
retrieval from computers, cell phones, tablets and other equipment seized during the course of
investigations. They will utilize an array of specialized equipment and software that will aid in



the retrieval of information such as personal documents, images, digital evidence, and will have
the ability to decrypt files, crack passwords and analyze Internet activity, chat sessions, emails
and address books that will be essential in the development of investigations and prosecutions.
Assigned staff will be specially trained in the use of forensic software and hardware such as
EnCase Software, which will enable the assigned forensic specialists to capture, analyze and
report on digital evidence collected and provide the ability to conduct thorough investigations by
collecting intelligence from a variety of sources including Internet activity, chat sessions, email,
documents, graphics, and address books and also has the ability to recover digital evidence from
deleted files, reformatted disks and hidden files; Forensic Toolkit § ftware which, using a
different search methodology, will enable assigned forensic specialists to conduct in-depth
forensic analysis and give them the ability to create images, analyze registries, conduct
investigations, decrypt files, crack passwords, and build reports; Cellebrite Field Forensics Kit to
be used by the assigned detective investigators and forensic analysts to extract data from mobile
phones including contact information, messages, pictures, videos and call logs, during the course
of field operations; Ramsey Forensic Enclosute to be used by forensic specialists while
conducting analysis of cell phones and other wireless devices in order to preserve the integrity of
rovide an audio and visual recording of the analysis process; and Snag It
and Camtasia Sereen Capture Software which will be used during the course of investigations to
capture digital evidence and capture images from computer screens. An additional important
component of the forensic specialists® work will be to write comprehensive and accurate reports
of the forensic examinations conducted which will be used as evidence during case prosecutions.

The senior paralegal/analysts will support the work of the Unit staff serving as the lead in
gathering and cataloguing evidence over social media sites; organizing documentation needed for
investigations and trials; and preparing detailed paperwork and spreadsheets, that will develop as
a result of these complex cases,

We also request an additional $150,000 to support consulting and training services that
will assist in the planning and set-up of a basic forensic laboratory on site. This will allow for
approximately 6 month of full time consulting services to assist with the selection and set-up of
equipment and software, as well as on-site guidance and training which will be an essential
ongoing component of the program as well.

We believe that the addition of specialized staffing to a basic forensic laboratory
capability will enable QDA to handle an increased volume of referrals and take a more proactive
approach to cyber-crime cases, while greatly strengthening our existing efforts in the handling of
electronic evidence going forward,

Requested: $360,000

Over the last few vears alone, we have unfortunately seen an increase in the incidence of
youth gang activity in Queens County, with a high incidence of related violent crimes, including
assaults, shootings, robberies, and homicides in our community. We are also seeing many new gangs
continuing to emerge throughout the County, with increased recruitment of youths in the community,
including in neighborhood schools.



We have been taking a strong stand against all of this conduct and have aggressively - - and
successfully - - prosecuted those who engaged in such behavior. To address these matters to date,
we have assigned a team of experienced attorneys, paralegals and investigators to our Gang
Violence/Hate Crimes Bureau, so that specially trained and dedicated staff can handle these serious
matters through vertical investigation and prosecution of gang-related crimes, This same dedicated
staffing has formed active partnerships with fellow state, local and federal law enforcement; has
established an ongoing forum for intelligence sharing on gang development in the Northeast through
regional information sharing and an annual conference that brings together fellow state, local and
federal law enforcement professionals in this important area to share their observations and findings
throughout the year. The Bureau staff also works closely with the schools in our community to keep
abreast of emerging recruitment and gang activity patters there - - with an eye on both enforcement
and prevention,

In addition and equally importantly, assigned staff has placed a large emphasis on building
community-based and not-for profit partnerships that will ensure maximizing of available services
for diversionary alternatives to incarceration programs for eligible youths — with the goals of early
intervention in the lives of youthful offenders at a critical juncture and of encouraging rehabilitation
through a comprehensive community-based approach, with the use of social workers, counselors,
family interventions, community service, and educational and recreational opportunities, where
appropriate.

All of this has resulted in a great success to date, but with the steady increase in reported
youth and/or gang violence crimes in the County, our existing resources are greatly strained and need
to be supplemented. Accordingly, we request funding to support the addition of two community
outreach specialists at an average salary of $40,000, two attorneys at an average salary of $85,000,
and two investigator/analysts at an annual salary of $55,000 to the effort. This dedicated staff will
be specially trained to investigate and prosecute gang activity and related violent crimes, enhance
law enforcement partnerships, increase intelligence gathering and analysis and work closely with
schools and community groups pro-actively. With this staff, we also hope to add an intelligence
gathering and analysis component to the effort with the aim of better tracking and deterring gang
activity, discerning emerging patterns and aiding in better targeting of investigative and prosecutorial
priorities, Information gathered will include active and updated case information, tracking of gang
offenses and general intelligence concerning organized groups related to gang activity. The assigned
additional assistant district attorneys will also serve as liaisons to the police and community
members on youth gang activity issues thereby strengthening our Office’s investigations and
prosecutions and helping to discern any patterns of activity in this area. Also, additional staffing will
enable our Office to place an increased focus on outreach to the community on gang violence issues
by conducting gang awareness trainings that will focus on how to spot signs of gang affiliation and
violent behavior among youth. This same staff will also continue to work closely with not-for-profits
and community-based partners to further our collaborations on community-based diversionary
alternatives to incarceration efforts.

ers Requested: $270,000

Elder abuse, unfortunately, includes a whole array of physical, sexual, and financial abuse



matters and the problem is growing, affecting hundreds of thousands of elderly people across the
country each year, Elder abuse statistics demonstrate the severity of this problem nationwide — with
estimates that each year nearly 500,000 elderly persons fall victim to abuse or neglect, with a
significant portion of these matters instances of financial exploitation.

Queens County, with an elderly population of nearly 400,000 is unfortunately a good
example of the extent of the problem faced by localities throughout the nation. In addition to a
significant number of physical abuse matters, this Office hasalso seen a disturbing pattern emerging
over recent years in an increased number of reports of financial crimes against the elderly.

However, even with these increases, reported numbers alone likely do no present a complete
picture of the extent of the problem we are facing in our community, It is clear that many crimes
against elderly victims simply continue to go unreported due to the victims’ often-seen reluctance
to come forward to law enforcement, lack of awareness of resources available to help them, or,
simply, feelings of isolation, embarrassment or hesitation to admit they were victimized. The
number of reports of the crimes we do receive, therefore, are likely and unfortunately just the “tip
of the iceberg”.

A number of years ago, to address this emerging problem, we were able to obtain one year
of pilot project funding through the United States Department of Justice for a demonstration project
focused on specialized handling of financial exploitation of the elderly matters. With the funding,
we were able to establish a dedicated unit of attorneys for the investi gation and prosecution of crimes
of financial exploitation of the elderly, have enhanced available victims support services and begun
an ambitious community education and outreach program to alert seniors in our community to
potential scams and schemes for victimization.

As a result, we were able to make substantial inroads in addressing this important area,
handling hundreds of new investigations and prosecutions, while providing comprehensive support
services to many elderly victims of financial crimes through our Office’s two elder abuse social
workers and critical education and outreach efforts. In addition to handling individual investigations
and prosecutions in these matters, we also worked to discern possible patterns of financial crime
activity targeting the elderly in our community. We saw the problem unfortunately covered a wide
range of areas including identity theft, credit card fraud, familial/caregiver theft crimes and
“sweetheart” scams. A particularly troubling pattern we saw emerge has been in the area of
mortgage fraud, with many of the cases we have seen involving individuals allegedly involved in
befriending innocent victims, gaining control over finances, or fraudulently refinancing, mortgaging
or selling the victim’s home without the victim’s permission or knowledge.

Even with these successes thus far, however, it is clear that much work remains to be done.
Accordingly, we are now seeking funding support to continue and enhance the provision of these
critical prosecutorial, investigative and support services to elderly victims of financial crimes, with
the addition of two investigators at an average salary of $55,000, one investigative accountant at an
average salary of $80,000, and two crime victim advocates to work with elderly victims and provide
needed support services at an average salary of $40,000.



To address these issues, our Office is requesting $270,000 in funding to support our Elder
Abuse Unit including dedicated investigative and crime victim support staff. This unit will
continue to serve as a model program and will provide comprehensive investigative, prosecutorial
and support services for elderly victims of financial crimes.

Core components of the proposed program will include;

L Assignment of dedicated attorneys and investigators specially trained in the handling of
financial exploitation of the elderly matters. These dedicated personnel will handle assigned
elder abuse cases from inception through disposition in a comprehensive team approach,

2. Assignment of elder abuse counselors and advocates to provide intensive support services
to elderly victims of financial crimes, These services will include transportation, counseling,
hospital and/or home visits, referrals, safety planning, court accompaniment and advocacy
with financial institutions, government agencies and the courts.

3. Development, production, and distribution of sorely needed pamphlets and brochures on the
problem of financial exploitation of the elderly and on resources available to help combat
this serious problem.

4. Public education and community outreach on specific patterns of elder abuse and financial
scams targeting the elderly population.

We believe that with this funding support for dedicated staffing and a specialized initiative
to address the complex problems posed by financial exploitation of the elderly crimes, we will
continue to make significant improvements to the handling of these important matters and to
addressing the overall incidence of financial exploitation of the elderly in our community — with the
continued goals of improving the handling of specialized investigations and prosecutions of these
serious matters, providing comprehensive support services for elderly victims of financial crimes;
and encouraging elderly victims of financial crimes to come forward and report victimization to
police and prosecutors and to cooperate with law enforcement so that they can be assisted in
breaking free of debilitating cycles of financial abuse.



Office of the Queens County District Attorney
Vehicular Crimes Unit

Requested Funding: $315.000 Personal Services

The Office of the Queens County District Attorney seeks FY 2015 baselined funding of
$315,000 to support the establishment of a dedicated Vehicular Crimes Unit.

The unit would be staffed with two assistant district attorneys, one detective investigator,
and two paralegal/analysts who will focus on the investigation and prosecution of felony
vehicular crime offenses, vehicular homicides, and vehicular assaults involving serious physical
injury. Particular emphasis will be placed on matters involving impairment of motor vehicle
operators by the use of drugs or alcohol; matters in which drivers are operating vehicles with
suspended licenses; and repeat vehicular crime and reckless driving offenses.

Assigned staff will handle all matters vertically, from case inception to disposition,
working closely with assigned police investigators to enhance cases from the outset of crime
scene analysis through to conclusion. Assistant district attorneys assigned will handle all hearings
and trials of resulting cases with an eye toward ensuring accountability of offenders and
appropriate dispositions and sentences. They will work with assigned police investigators to
enhance cases, will respond to crime scenes on a 24/7 basis, will be available to take defendant
and witness statements, and will draft, as needed, subpoenas, search warrants, and other court
orders, including for blood alcohol/controlled substance analysis.

The assigned investigator will be responsible for working along with assigned assistants
in enhancing cases from their outset and building the strongest possible prosecutions, working
hand in hand with assigned NYPD Collision Investigation Squad (CIS) detectives on scene.
Particular emphasis for both assigned attorneys and the assigned investigator will be full
familiarity and specialized training on the forensics of accident investigations, including alcohol
and drug analysis, skid marks, use of street video capability to document accident activity, and
reconstruction of accidents, including use of new “black box™ technology available in newer
model cars. This expertise will also be utilized office-wide in ongoing training of other assistant
district attorneys and investigators in the office handling other misdemeanor or driving while
intoxicated or impaired matters.

The two paralegal/analysts assigned will be responsible for supporting the assigned
attorneys in their efforts, serving as liaisons for gathering of and cataloguing of all subpoenaed
information as well as for witness contact, and legal research and document drafting efforts for
court submissions.

Overall, the unit’s focus will be to collaborate as well with the new Citywide Vision Zero
policy and Vision Zero partners, including NYPD, the New York City Department of
Transportation, the New York City Taxi and Limousine Commission, and New York City’s



Department of Education, Health, and Aging, as well as the New York City Mayor’s Office for
People with Disabilities. Efforts will be made to leverage these resources with the aim to
developing a targeted strategy to address the incidence of vehicular crimes, which will work in
conjunction with our QDA proposed specialized effort,

To accomplish this, we request $315,000 in personal services funding to support the
assignment of two senior assistant district attorneys at an average annual salary of $90,000; one
investigator at an average annual salary of $55,000; and two paralegal/analysts at an average
salary of $40,000. We believe the addition of this specialized staffing dedicated to the
investigation and prosecution of vehicular crimes will greatly strengthen our existing efforts,
increase pedestrian and driver safety, and enhance current efforts to ensure accountability of
offenders.
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KEW GARDENS — Tha city has spent nearly $40 million over the last 12 years on office
space for Queens prosecutors and other law enforcement officiels while s clty-owned
building attached to the borough's courthouse sits empty, DNAfnfo New York has learned,

Every day, some 277 prosecutors, investigators and police offiesrs commute along a five
block stretch of dangerous Queens Boulevard to the courthouse, often lugging sensitive
cage folders or pushing carts filled with confidential court and Investigative reports,

Their trek begins at 80-02 Queens Blvd, where the dlty spends nearly $3 million a year
renting 80,000 square feet on four fioors for the DA’s team, hate erimes and special
victims bureaus, a sitting Queens grand jury and the court officers and police officers who
gunrd them,

But the city also maintains the empty Queens House of Detention, a 10-story jail that's
been closed since 2002 and Is directly attached to the rear of the conrthouse,

A few days ngo, Queens DA Richerd Brown (bttp://www.dnainfo.com/new-
york/20120228/forest-hills-rego-park/queens-da-richard-hrown-says-fanding-cuts-
threaten-wiretaps) {flustrated the point while standlog in bis main conference room. He
tapped on a wall that lterally separates his office from the aging jail — a wall that fomates
once tried to crash through to ascape to freedom, he roalled.

Brown said the eity has been renting space down the street for sbout half of his
prosecutors and pollee investigators since before he became the borough's top law
enforcement officer 25 years ago.

1t's therefore not surprisivg that he aod other court and NYPD offielels want someone to
teke 2 sledgehammer to the wall and then renovate the empty jull into s tiriving office
space for them and other sochul service ngencles to use which ia right next to their place of
business,

http:/fwww.dnainfo.com/new-york/20140319/kew-gardens-hills/millions-sp... 3/19/2014
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The idez had been floated several times during the Bloomberg administration, but the
cost-saving conespt apparently fell on deaf ears without even an explanation why, sources
said,

The 467-bed jail was closed during Bloomberg'a firat yenr in office in 2002 because of cuts
in the budget and a decrease in the overall average daily lnmate population, sources said,

Sinea then, the city's prisoner population has only deciued, from 13,934 In 200210
11,825 last year, which was an schievement Mayor Michael Bloomberg touted when he
left office, (bttp:/ /www.dnainfo.com/new-yorl/ro121221/new-york-city/record-number-
of-new-yorkers-arrested-during-bloomberg-era-nypd-stats-show)

Meanwitle, the eity's Department of Correetion says it continues to use the prisen’s pens
duting the doy to hold inmates arriving from other jafls who axe scheduled to appearin
court,

The facility s otherwise closed and maintained by & skeleton crew. Theoretically, it conld
provide backup capacity in the event that the prison system suddenly requires more bed
apace — g situation that hasn't erisen in 12 years,

Brown and others believe it is time to rense the space and he expects to discuss the
shuttered prison with the City Council on Friday when he appears regarding the city's
hudget,

This time, he hopes someone will listen,
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OFFICEOFTHE SPECIAL NARCOTICSPROSECUTOR




Overview

I would like to thank the City Council for its support of the Office of
the Special Narcotics Prosecutor (SNP) and all of the District Attorneys’
Offices. | appreciate the leadership and dedication of the Public Safety
and Finance Committees and Chairwomen Vanessa Gibson and Julissa
Ferreras in addressing the criminal justice issues that confront all of our
offices.

We are especially appreciative of new needs funding that we received
through the Mayor and the Office of Management and Budget (OMB)
to support our efforts in curtailing the flow of heroin and black market
prescription drugs onto the streets of New York City and throughout
the region.

Heroin Investigations and Expanded Prescription Drug Unit

The FY 2015 Executive Plan allots an additional $530,000 for new
needs: Heroin Investigation Enhancement Funding and an Expanded
Prescription Drug Investigation Unit (PDIU). Through its support of this
work, the City recognizes the serious threat the current opioid epidemic
poses to the health and safety of New York City residents,

An increasingly large percentage of our resources are devoted to
disrupting heroin trafficking and prescription drug diversion. We are
thankful for the additional funding, which will enable us to add and train
experienced staff, including Assistant District Attorneys, analysts and
investigators, in these areas. The revenue will also support our extensive
work on legislative change that is crucial if we are to meaningfully curb
the scourge of opioid abuse.

Opioid Epidemic: Heroin Supply Surges

The amountof heroin being sold by New York City-based drug trafficking
organizations is skyrocketing. In just the past 4 %2 months, SNP's heroin
seizures exceed the agency's total heroin seizures for all of last year
or any year in recent memory. As of this weekend, we have seized 131
kilos (288 ibs.) with a street vaiue of between %40 and %65 million since
January 1, 20114, By way of comparison, the U.S. Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA) New York Division reported approximately 144
kilos (317 Ibs.) of heroin seized in all of New York State for 2013,
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$11 million in heroin
delivered from the Bronx to
Connecticut.




Over the weekend, my office charged two major Bronx-based drug

traffickers involved in selling huge quantities of heroin and cocaine

throughout the Northeast. A total of 24 kilos of heroin (over 50 Ibs.),

9 kilos of cocaine (20 Ibs.) and three guns were seized in Connecticut

and the Bronx. This is the largest heroin seizure by the DEA New York

Division so far this year, Heroin was processed and packaged in a Bronx

apartment and then transported to New England for distribution. The mentEERaEmmmm:

two traffickers were arrested in Hartford, Conn. as they delivered w0 assaultrifles and a handgun
seized from heroin traffickers in

approximately 10 kitos of heroin (221bs.) to alocal drug organization. This  the Bronx.

investigation was conducted by the DEA's New York Drug Enforcement

Task Force Group T-42 - comprised of DEA special agents, New York City

Police Department detectives and New York State Police investigators.

The DEA's New Haven District Office and the Martford Resident Office

provided assistance.

As this case demonstrates, New York City isa hubfor| _  National .
. . . e New ork Thures
heroin trafficking in the region. Since 2009, we have $een | s minwu sosusmeniose:

large-scale heroin wholesale operations proliferating in | Heroin in New England, More Abundant and Deadly
the metropolitan area. Tragically, overdose deaths are | o
spiking, particutarly among young people. This is one of

the most serious challenges law enforcement faces today.
Much of the heroin found in suburban areas, neighboring
states and parts of New England first passed through New

York.

Wholesale dealers in New York City receive bulk
shipments of heroin from South America. They set up
packaging operations, called “heroin mills,” in residential
apartments or houses, increasingly gravitating towards
quieter residential neighborhoods and communities
near major transportation routes in the Bronx and Upper

e

Manhattan. Round-the-clock mill workers package heroin New York Times, July 19, 2013
into “glassine” envelopes, or individual doses.




So far in 2014, investigations have resulted in the dismantling of at least
eight heroin mills. A total of 13 heroin mills were dismantled in New
York State in 2013 as the result of investigations involving the DEA.

The Business of Heroin Trafficking: Technology and Marketing

Heroin trafficking is a highly lucrative business. A kilo of highly pure
heroin purchased wholesale for approximately $60,000 can be converted
into 25,000 to 50,000 individual doses (depending on purity} worth up to
half a million dollars on the street.

In order to protect their investments, heroin mill operators make
the most of new technologies to employ increasingly sophisticated
counter-surveillance equipment, which alert them to the presence of
both law enforcement and potential robbers. A heroin mill operation
we dismantled with the DEA’s Long Island Office in two apartments on
Wadsworth Avenue in the Washington Heights section of Manhattan
in April featured such a system. Investigators and agents from SNP
and DEA seized approximately 20 kilos (44 Ibs.) of heroin from “traps”
(hidden compartments) throughout the two apartments.

Two pinhole cameras were concealed in the doorframe of one of the
apartments to record activity in the hallway, with clear view from one
end to the other. The tiny cameras would have been invisible to the
casual observer, The video was fed to a monitor mounted above the
door inside the apartment and to a DVR that recorded the feed.

In another mill we dismantled in March with the New York City Police
Department’s (NYPD) Narcotic Borough Manhattan North, a window
air conditioning unit concealed a surveillance camera that recorded
activity outside the main entrance to the building. The video was fed
five to a television near where the mill workers were packaging heroin.

Like other businesses, heroin trafficking organizations tailor marketing
to their customer base, Stamps used to brand individual dose envelopes
draw from headlines and popular culture. A search of a heroin mill on
Noble Avenue in the Bronx in March yielded a host of stamps and a
handwritten running list of ideas for new stamp names and those
previously used, One stamp was modeled after Walter White, the drug
dealing main character from the hit TV show “Breaking Bad.” Other
heroin mills that we dismantled this year used a wide variety of brand
names, ranging from “Government Shutdown” and “Syria” to “NFL” and
“iPhone”.

Heroin mills feature surveillance
systems and hidden
compartments,

A variety of stamps are used
to market heroin.




Opioid Overdose Deaths

As | discussed in my testimony to the City Council in March, reducing
the supply is a critical part of any harm reduction plan. Heroin overdose
deaths in New York City rose by 84% between 2010 and 2012. The abuse
of heroin and prescription painkillers is inextricably linked. Americans
reporting heroin use nearly doubled between 2007 and 2012, according
to the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration
(SAMHSA). Rates of heroin abuse were 19 times higher among those
who reported having previously abused painkillers than among those
who had not. The severity and widespread nature of the opioid epidemic
is reflected in statistics from throughout the region.

Prescription Drug Investigation Unit

Now inits third year, my office’s Prescription Drug Investigation
Unit continues to seek to cut off the illicit supply of painkillers
and other highly addictive prescription drugs at the highest
level possible. In 2014, SNP, the DEA and the LS. Attorney’s
Office for the Southern District of New York together shuttered
the region’s largest pill mill - Astramed Physicians in the Bronx.
My office investigated the doctor who was illegally selling
prescriptions from the Astramed location between fune 2012

‘ o A doctor sold prescriptions to drug
and February 2014. This doctor wrote over 18,000 prescriptions for crews at Astramed Physicians in the

oxycodone to over 4,200 individuals, none of which are believed to be Bronx - the City's largest pill mill
legitimate.

While deaths stemming from the misuse of opioid painkillers appear
to have dropped somewhat between 2011 and 2012, the potential for
overdoses from these pills remains a significant problem. Prescription
opioid-related fatalities rose by a dramatic 267% between 2000 and
2011, and then dropped by 9% in 2012, according to the New York
City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH)}. Opioid
painkillers were Involved in 28% of all drug overdose deaths in the city
in 2072,

As a law enforcement agency, our primary focus is on the supply side
of a drug epidemic. For the past several years, SNP has examined data
from the New York State Health Department’s Bureau of Narcotic
Enforcement (BNE) to track the number of prescriptions for narcotic
painkillers filled by New York City residents. The rate of prescriptions
filled for oxycodone (one of the most highly addictive and commonly
abused types of opioid painkillers) increased by an alarming 138%
between 2007 and 2012,

Fortunately, after awareness campaigns targeted at the medical
community and the general public, increased law enforcement efforts,

i



and tighter controls through programs such as I-STOP, the numbers now
appear to be leveling off. Between 2012 and 2013 the rate of oxycodone
prescriptions filled by New York City residents dropped by 1%. in 2013,
there were 1,270,162 prescriptions for oxycodone filled citywide - 9,493
less than in 2012. Likewise, doctor shopping has been sharply reduced
with the advent of 1-STOP.

Beyond building cases, my office participates in the Mayor's Task Force
on Prescription Painkiller Abuse and the RxStat Workgroup, which are
deveioping and implementing coordinated strategies for responding to
the growth of opioid painkiller misuse and diversion.

Operation Crew Cut

We commend the City Council’s Committees on Public Safety, Public
Housing and Juvenile Justice for taking the initiative to hold a public
hearing on the NYPD's Operation Crew Cut and Crime Reduction
Strategies last month. Operation Crew Cut has been highly effective
in targeting violent gangs that destabilize their neighborhoods and
threaten the safety and security of faw abiding citizens.

As SNP’s Chief Assistant District Attorney Steven Goldstein testified
at that hearing, we have experienced great success under this model
of enforcement in our collaborations with the NYPD's 44th Precinct
Field Division in the Morrisania section of the Bronx. Four successive
takedowns targeting high-level members of four rival gangs served to
drive down crime rates in that area. You heard how gang members use
technology to coordinate criminal activity, recruit juveniles and threaten
witnesses. We cannot overstate the importance of digital forensics in
these investigations. Our new Digital Forensic Unit, which received the
City's support last year, will greatly enhance our future work in this area.

However, as the City Council wisely noted, more needs to be done to
ensure that young people have positive ! '
opportunities and role models to deter |
them from joining these gangs in the firs
place. Towards that end, my office partner
with the Police Athletic League (PAL), the
NYPD and the District Attorneys’ Office
to bring recreational opportunities to
communities where we have conducted
major  enforcement  operations.  We |
welcome your ideas on how we can |
further contribute to the well-being of the

communities we serve,

A “ribbon-cutting” ceremony
marked the opening of a PAL Play
Street at the Mott Playground

In the Morrisania section of the
Bronx.




Funding

In FY 2015, our total funding from all sources, City, State and Federal, is
projected to be $63,822 less than what we received in FY 2070. Thanks to
the support of the City Council and the Office of Management and Budget,
our request for new needs funding submitted in our preliminary budget
hearing has been approved for FY 2015 and out years.

City Funding Changes
fn FY 2015, after years of financial struggle our budget is finally brought

back to fiscal 2010 level. We are very grateful for the support we have
received from the City Council during this difficult time.,

In current FY 2014, our projected city fund is $215,938 or 1.3% less than our
actual city funding for FY 2010. Since FY 2010, we have received three City
budget cuts totaling $1,349,600 or §%. During the same time period, we
have also lost our long-term cash grant for $850,000 from the City Council,
as well as DA revenue funding ranging from $99,734 in FY 2010 to $433,970
in FY 2011,

Over the past four years, the City recognized the seriousness of the
prescription drug epidemic and the new technological chailenges law
enforcement agencies are faced with in the 21st century and provided us
with various new-needs funding accordingly.

State Funding Reductions

In FY 2015, our SNP Aid to Prosecution and Drug Treatment Diversion
Program (DTDP) will remain atthe same level as proposed by the Governor’s
budget. However, we must assume that Crimes Against Revenue Program
funding will not be renewed next year.

Over the past 10 years, State funding for our longest running grant, the
SNP Aid to Prosecution program, has been cut six times ranging from a 2%
cut (23,000) to a cut as high as 15% ($214,000). Our total loss in this state
grant alone amounted to a stunning $600,000 or 42%.

Federal Funds

Though we have been fortunate to receive some one-time case-related
funding from the federal government, we must assume that this cash grant
will not be renewed in FY 2015. In addition, our long-term and recurring
federal grant fund has plummeted by a staggering 85% or $586,969, from
5687,468 in 2002 to $100,499 in FY 2014. The only federal funding remaining
is the Byrne Justice Assistance Grant, which continues to diminish each
year.




EFndnotes

1 Office of the Medical Examiner, Dutchess County Department of
Health {2013 data compiled February 2014; 2012 data compiled February 2013;
20711 data compiled February 2012; 2010 data compiled January 2010; 2009 data
compiled March 2010). All data is subject to revision as case details are added
or revised. Data includes all deaths where illicit and/or prescriptions drugs
were identified via toxicology or case reports as a contributing factor and the
intentwas unknown or accidental. Alcohol-only overdoses were removed from
the analyzed dataset.

2 Office of the Medical Examiner, Westchester County Department
of Laboratories and Research. 2013 data collected and compiled as of March
28, 2014 by the Westchester Intelligence Center; 2009-2012 data collected and
compiled as of june 1, 2013 by the Westchester Intelligence Center. All data
is subject to revision as case details are added or revised. Data includes all
deaths where illicit and/or prescriptions drugs were identified via toxicology or
case reports as a contributing factor and the intent was unknown or accidental.

Alcohol-only overdoses were removed from the analyzed dataset.







The cover photo was taken insicle a “heroin mill,” a location where bullc quantities are processed for retail
distribution. Heroin mills are commonly set up in residential apartments and houses. The plastic tubs shown
hold approximately 10 kilos (22 Ibs.) of heroin in loose powder form, which would have vielded hundreds

of thousands of individual doses. Coffee grinders, sieves and a blender were used to cut the heroin with

a diluting substance. Mill operators prefer glass-topped tables for their fransparent, hard and smooth
surfaces, which won't ahsorb the heroin. A MetroCard® and toothbrush would have been used to scrape

residue off the tabletop.
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This year we explore New York City's role in
e widely reported epidemic of heroin abuse
in the United States, The Office of Special
Narcotics notad an uplick in heroin selzures
from international drug cartsls in 2009,
Sadly, four vears laler, siate and local oflicials
naticnwicle are reporting a high incidence of
heroin addiction and overdose deaths.

Special Narcotics Prosscutor Bridget G, Brennan
announces the results of & major investigation
at DEA New York Division headeguartars.

The Office of the Special Narcotics
Prosecutor Tor the City of New York was
aslablished more than four decades ago
in response to a heroin epidemic that
overwhelimed New York Gity, That epidemic
was ushersd in by American soldiers
returmning with heroin habits nurtured by
opiurn grown in Scutheast Asia, It hit Harlem,
the South Brorx and parts of Brooklyn
espacially hard, and battered impoverished
communities in wban areas. Forly yesrs ago,
tha heroin found on the New York City streets
was 5% to 10% pure, and usually injecled,
Effective prosecutions, which reduced tha
supply of heroin, combined with the drug's
waning allure to those who lost friends and
redatives 1o overdose and addiction brought
the epidemic undear control.

Today, New York City has again become
one of the nation's hubs for the importation
anc distribution of heroin. Most of the heroin
forind in New York today originates in South
America, not Asia. The drug sold on the
streat is much mose concentrated than the
heroin in the 18708 — 40% to 60% pure. It
is often snorled rather than ijected. Initial
exposure o opioid drugs does not ocowr
on a battle front in a distant land, but in
cornfortable bomes or schoolyards, where
the gateway drug comes in the form of legally
prescribed pain kiling rmedication,

Prascription pain medication is highly
acdictive, and a robust streel market has
developad arcund the sale of drugs like
oxycodone, which contain ingredients from
the same family as haroin. Once addictsd to
pain pills, people often turn to hercin, which
is cheaper and offers a quicker high. Unlike
the victims of the epidemic 40 years ago,
loday's heroin abuser is often a tesnager or
young addult from a suburban community
and as likely to be middle class as from an
impoverished background,

Curtslling the available supply of heroin
through investigations into street fovel
and importation organizations are critical
alemants of a prevention strategy. The
Office of the Special Narcotic Prosecutor is
cornmitied o working togather with pariners
in law enforcament and public health 1o bring
today's haroin epidemic under control,

Bridget G. Brennan

Special Narcotics Prosecutor




Anindependeant prosecutors’ office with
citywide iurisdiction, the Office of the Special
Narcotics Prosecudor (B8NP is responsible
for felony narcotics investigations and
proseculions in the five boroughs of New
York City, Founded in 1971, it s the only
agency of its kind In the United States,
Created in response 10 a burgeoning
heroin epidemic and spike In violent crime,
SiP was granted broad authority under
New York State Judiciary Laws (o root
out sophisticated narcotics trafficking
organizations and track offenders across
traciitional jurisdictional boundaries. Since its
inception, BNE has worked Closely with local,
state and federal law enforcement pariners 1o
dismantie drug networks, money laundering
enterprises and entrenched local gangs in
neighborhoods across the cily and beyond.
Renowned for its wiretap investigations,
SNF is a teader in the usge of cutting-edge
elgctronic lechnology to identify and pursue
rembers of criminal enterprises from sirget-
level dealers to top suppliers. In recent
vears, SN has apolied Hs technological
axperiise to conlronting the explosion of
prescription drug abuse and diversion, and
the prosecution of violent gangs. The office
is also commilted o reducing demand for
narcotics by raising public awareness and
izcilitating treatment for addicted offanders,
Asgistant District Altormeys are assigned
to the office by the city's five District Altomeys
and placed into one of three divisiong: the
trvastigation Divigion, the Trial Division or
the Alternative Sentencing Division,
the first Special Narcotics Prosecutor,
Frank Rogers, was appointed in January

1972, He was succesded by Hon, Slerling
Johnson, Jr., who headed SN for 16
years before Dacoming a federal judges In
the Eastern District of New York, Robert H.
Sitharing wag named the Special Narcotics
Froseculor in 1992 and served for six years,
On May 1, 1998, Bridget G. Brennan
was appoinied Special Narcolics Prosecutor
by the city's five District Attorneys, Under her
direction, the office has developed innovative
sirategies 10 stem the llow of drugs into the
city and target emerging problems, such as
the related surges i heroin trafficking and
prescription drug diversion, and the use of
social media fo coordinate criminal activity
by viclent gangs. In 2013, Ms. Brennan
established the Digital Forensic Services
Unit. Ma. Brennan previously launched
the Prescription Drug Investigation Unit,
the Narcoltics Gang Linit and the Monay
Laundering and Financlal Investigation Unit,

Epecial Narcolics Prosecutor Bridget Q. Brennan with
Richmond County District Attormaey Daniel 8. Donovan
{loft) and former Special Narcotics Proseculor Robert
M. Bithering (rght} af a Fadsral Drug Agents Foundation
caramony in Manhattan, D.A. Donovan, & former

SNP Agsistant District Attomey, received a lifetimea
achievement award,
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Daily News,
February 3, 2014

Much of the nation is in the grips of an
axploding epidemic of opioid abuse, Officials
from Benningicon, VL. to Portland, Ore. are
sounding the alanm. Recently the highly-
publicized death of Phillp Seymour Hoffman
in New York City shone a spotlight

on the nation's opioid crisis and the link
betweaen preseription drug abuse and

heroin, With recent reductions in viclent
crimea, drug overdese deaths now claim
rnore fives than homicides and car crashes

in many communities,

Over the past five years,
SNF and our local and
federal law enforcarment
pariners have wilhessed
a dramatic upsurges

in large-scale heroin
distribution operations
in New York City, Sadlly,
heroin-related overdose
deaths in the cily are
also spiking, with the
largest increases among
young adults in micdle-
class neighborhoods,
Betwsen 2010 and

2012, heroin-related overdose deaths in

the city increased by 84%, according to

the most recent data available from the
MNew York City Department of Health and
Mental Hygiene {DOHME), In 2012, hercin
was involved in 382 deaths ~ 52% of all fatal
drug poisonings in the city,

Amgrcans repurting heroin use nearly doubled batwesn
2007 and 2012, from 373,000 to 669,000 Suhstance
Abuse and Mental Health Sarvices Administration
(SAMHMSA)

Nationwide, heroin overdoses increased by

45% between 2006 and 2010, with 3,038 heroin
overdose deaths in 2010, according to the U.S, Drug
Enforcerment Administration

Unintentional drug poisoning deaths involving heroin, New York City, 2000-2012
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Trends: Opioid Epidemic - Herofn and Prescription Painkillers continued

?amk;ila{*g as a Gateway to Heroin
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New York Times, February 11, 2014
Unintentional drug poisoning deaths involving opioid analgesics, New York City, 2000-2012
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The enormous amount of heroin on the which is generally cheaper than pills and

wholesale ovel st just slaying hera, New offers a purer, more immediate high to usars.
York City Is a hub of drug importation and While deaths slemming from the misuse

distribution for the Mortheast, Curtailing the of opioid painkillers appear 10 have dropped
available supply of drugs at the street level someawhal between 20171 and 2012 in Naw
and at the tirme of iImportation are critical York City, the potential for overdosas from
alemenis of g prevention strategy, T is our these pllls remains & significant problem.
mission to prevent addiction, overdoss Frescription opioid-related fatalities rose by
deaths, and abuse of narcotic drugs. & dramatic 267 % between 2000 and 2011,

SN has besn focused on the and then dropped by 9% in 2012, according
parallel surges in heroin trafficking and to DOHMIH. Oplold painkillers were involved
the continued overprescrbing of highly in 26% of alt drug overdose deaths In the
addictive opiold presaription painkilers city 2012,
since 2008, Waorking at the forefront of Phiin Bsymour Hoffman's sad and
policy development and legislation, SNF highlighted not only the potentially deadly
coordinates with city, state and federal consecuences of heroin use, but also
agencies over these issuses. the dangers posed by ingesting mulliple

i is increasingly cormnmon for indivicuals substances. Toxicology reports revealed

wiho misuse painkillers 1o ransition 1o haroin, the presancea of not only heroin, but




the anti-amdety drug benzodiazepine
{commonly prascribed as Xanax and
Valivim), which further suppresses the
alreacly compromised respiratory system

of an individual who has ingested heroin or
opioid painkillers. Betwesn 2000 and 2012,
benzodiazepine-related fatalities in New
York City increased by 180%.

Enforcement Efforis: Heroin

Over the past five years, SNP and our
taw enforcernent partners have dismantled
dozens of large-scale "hercin mills,” or
wholesale drug packaging locations. These
muiti-million dollar operations are typically
sat up in apartments, where round-the-clock
workars process bulk quaniities of haroin for
retal distribution. Coffea grinders are used to
cut the hergin cut with diluting agents, Single
dosages of the heroin are packaged into
user-ready glassine envelopes, which ara
stamped with brand names sselectad by the
trafficking group, and bundiect together for
retail distribution. A heroin organizetion can

purchase a kilogram (over 2 be,) of heroin for

approximately $60,000 and packaga it into
an average of 30,000 glassine envelopas
that retail for anywhere from 55 Lo 318 each.
Large mills churn out hundreds of thousands
of these glassines at a time,

These operations have becoms all tco
common in areas of the Bronx and Upper
Manhattan, where there is easy access o
fransportation routes. Increasingly, New

Trends: Opioid Epidenic = Herotn and Prescription Painkillers continued

York City-based heroin crganizations are
also establishing mills in quiet residential
naighborhoods and suburban arsas. SNP's
Investigators Unit works cooperatively with
(L8, Drug Enforcement Administration
{DEA), the New York City Palice Departiment
(NYPD), the New York State Police, U.S.
Imrnigration and Customs Erdorcement’s
(CE) Homsland Security Invastigations (HS)
and other law enforcement paritners (o jocate
these mills through a variety of sophisticated
invastigative techniques.

N 2013, the DEA New York Division

-

reporied dismantling 13 heroin milis - 50%
more than any other year in the past decads,
Harcin seizures in New York State went up
67% over the last four vears. Approximataly
144 Kliograms (317 s} were selzad by DEA
Naw York, which accounts for approximately
20% seized nationwide.

Bulk quantities of heroin are packaged into thousands of
user-ready snvelopes in heroin mills located thraughout
the city.

Heroln mill workers uge coffee grinders to cut the drug
with a dileting agent,

Stamips are used to brand glassing envelopes of hergin.




Trends: Opioid Epidemic - Fleroin aned Prescription Painkillers continued

Enforcement Efforis: Dog, aide sold
Prescription Opioid Painkillers .
As a law enforcemaent agency. our primary
focus is on the supply side of a drug
epidaernic. For the past several vears, NP
nas examingd data from the New York State
Health Department’s Bureau of Narcotic
Enforcameant (BNE) to track the number of
prescriptions for narcotic painkillers filled
oy Mew York City residents. The rate of
prescriptions filed for oxyeodaons (one of the
most highly addictive and cormmonly abused
ivpes of oploid painkilers) increased hy an
alarming 138% batween 2007 and 2012,
Fartunately, after awarenass campaigns
targetedt at the medical community and the

ainkiller scrips: cops

- TR Y

A Gramergy doctor and offfce manager were arrgsted
in & $10 millon drug trafficking scheme run put of a

genaral public, increased law enforcement madical center at 205 Fast 15t Strast,

efforts, and tghter controls through programs

such as FETOR, the numbers now appear approximately 160 prescription drug

to be leveling off. Betwesn 2012 and 2013 investigations, which have resulied in the

the rale of oxycodone prascriptions filed by indictmeant of seven corrupt physicians on

MNew York City residents dropped by 1%. In charges ranging from Griminal Seale of a

2013, therg werg 1,270,162 prascriptions for Frascription for a Controlled Bubstance o

orycodone filed citywide — 9,493 less than Manslaughter, PO has also prosscutad

in 2012, Likewise, doctor shopping has been numerous other medical professionals,

sharply reduced with the advent of 1-STOR ncluding physicians' assislanis, office
SNP's Prascription Drug Investigation managers and pharmacists. We have

Linit {(POIU} has sought to cut off the iicit learned that one pill mill can issue a huge

supply of painkdlers and othser highly voluma of illegal prescriptions that impacts

addictive prescription drugs at the highest not only New York City, but the state and the

tevel possible. Bince the unil's crealion antire Mortheast,

in September 2011, we have opsned

Mew York Clty Oxycodone Prescripiions

1,900 .

1,200

1,000
800
400
w00

&

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Fates of oxycodons prescriptions filled by New York Clly residents spile over five years and begin to level off in 2013,
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Sharing Expertise with Local and International Partners

Narcotics Chiefs from the five District Attorneys’ Offices _eahd Shp Narcé fics invesrfgaiors frém t!wé Suprems Proseéutér’s Office,
staff meet to develop citywide law enforcement strategies. Raopublic of Korea, meet with SNP staff. :

Treatment providers discuss drug trends with staff from Tarkish jucges participate in the Depanment of Slate's
Special Narcotics, International Vishtor Leadership Program,

Professional Recognition

Top Left: doseph J, Tesorlaro, Executive Assistant District
Attorney and Chief of Invastigations, ffar right), racelves the
Thomas E. Deway Medal from the New York City Bar Assoc;anor?.

: F’hota c:redf: F?;c Kopste niN&w York Law Joumai )

Tap Ff:ght F@d@ral Dmg Agenfs Four?datnon hc}nors ADAs }
Nieholas Connor ffar foft) and Amy Sharpe (eanfer) and New York
' Drug E‘nforcemenr Task Gmup T ?2 :

Left: New Yarif Sfate Pahce Supesrmfendsni Josgph A D’Amfco :
{rlaht) and Major Kerfh M. Corlett flaft) prosent Spsciar Nareatics
Prosecutor Bridyet G. Hr@nnan (camer) with the Troop NYC
Exvalsior Award,




The Special Nercotics Frosecutor's Office
5N sponsors Folice Athletic League
{PALY Play Strests and Tean Inpact Centars
i locations previously dorninated by drug
natworks. In coordination with PAL, our
partner Listrict Atlornays’ Offices and the
Nevw York City Police Department (NYRD),
we sirive 1o mainiain the gains achisved
when drug organizations are removed from
a community, and (o improve ralationships
betwaen young people and law enforcament.
The programs provide a sale haven for vouth
o participate in fun recreational activities,
SNE, the Bronx District Attornay's Offics
the NY#LD and FAL announced the opening
of @ PAL Suramer Play Strest and a Teen
Impact ar in the Maorrisania section of
the ﬁroﬁx, ?oiiownzg a saries of significant
narcotics gang investigations in the area, The
PAL Bummer Play Straet Program sarved)
youth ages & [o 16 during the summer of
2013 and was localad al Mot Playground,
a New York City Depariment of Parks and
Fecreation facifity between 166th Sireet and
167th Slreet and Monis Avenue and College
Avanue, In the spring of 2014, voulh ages 14
1o 19 were inviled 1o participate in activities
at a Tean impact Center located at Junior
High School 22, Jordan L. Mott,

Owver the past two vears, the ShP's
Narcotics Gang Unit, the Bronx District
Attornay'’s Office and the NYFD's 44th
Frecinet Figld Intelinence Division

Attending the

PAL Surmmer Play
Sfrget 20138 season
kick-off In Harlem
ware {from left

to right) Robert

M. Morgenthau,
Chairman of

the PAL Board

of Diractors,
Spaclal Narcotics
Prosecutor Bridget
G. Brennan,
Richard Guevara,
FAL Diractor of

L
investicaled and prosecuted 50 leadars
anc marmbers of four violent gangs eﬂga}ged

in & turf cispute: “Dub City,” "WTG." 8 Fiald Operatians,
. Alzna Sweeny,
Wildd” and "280." A total of 24 fn@g‘xrms WEre  PAL Execubive

Diracton, and John
A, Catsimalidis, a
mamber of the PAL
Board of Directors,

sedzed during these related énv&stégatisﬂa,
The NYPD credils these cases in part with
driving down shaolings in the arsa. As each
sticcessive gang was prosecuted, shooting
ratas declingd.

Cang members sold narcotics and
comrmilted robberies in order to fund the
purchase of communal firearms, which were
often carried by uveniles at the direction of
gang leadaers. Members of the four viclent
narcolic gangs were responsible for 34
shootings in which 43 individuals were shot.

Also in 2013, Special Narcotics
Frosecutor Bridget G. Brennan hosted two
citywide community forums addressing diug
ciealing and gang violence, The firsl was on
January 30, 2013 at the infinity Mennonite
Church located at 2522 Adam Claylon
Fowsll, Jr. B, and the second on May
16, 2013 at Corvent Avenue Baptist Church
located at 420 West 1451h Strest,

walBhe s BRERE
A ribbon-cutting ceremony marked the apaning of the FAL Teen Impact Center at J.H.5. 22 in the Morrisania section
of the Bronz,
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Special Invesiigations Bureau

Assistant Digtrict Attorneys in S1H handle complex international
narcotics investigations.

The Spectal Investigations Bursau, (S1B)
targets major narcolics trafficking
arganizations, including those thal impaort and
distribute multi-kilograrm quantities of cocaing
and heroin. The activities of the criminal
entarprises extend beyond county, state, and
intarnationat borders, 5I8 prosecutors work
wilh the Drug Entorcement Administration

(DEA), the New York City Police Department
(NYPD), the New York Stats Police, the New
York Drug Enforcement Task Force (NYDETF,
the Neys York Organized Crime Drug
Erforcament Strke Force, US. Immigration
and Cusloms Enforcement (CE) Homeland
Security Investigations (HSh and other local,
state, federal and foreign law enforcerment
agencias.

In 2013, SiE launched 132 investigations
targeting a wide ranges of criminal activily
inclueing drug trafficking, robberies,
weapons trafficking and monsy laundering.
The bureau also commenced civll actions
lo forfeit narcotics proceecs. Senior staf
suparvised 38 wiretap investigations and
213 eavesdropping applications, including
122 originals, 81 extensions and 10
amandmeants. Narcotics investigations
resulted in the seizure of approximately
56 pounds of hercin, 228 pounds of
cocaing, thousands of pills of oxycodone
and other prescription drugs, 112 pounds of
marijuana and various other drugs, Also in
2013, S8 handled the largest gun trafficking
investigation in New York City history,
rasulting In the seizure of 254 fllegal guns,
This case was initiated by the tral Division.

Prescription Drug

investigation Unit

Alarming rates of prescriplion drug abuse
and refated crime led SNP 1o form the
Prescrintion Drug Investigation Unil (PDIL).
The unit, created in 2011, is designed {o
combat the proliferation of prescription
narcolics on the biack market by
investigating and prosecuting the criminal
distribution of these drugs. Prosscutions
target a range of subjects, from membears
of strest level drug organizations to doctors
and pharmadcists engaged in the criminal
sale of prescriptions or pills. Armed robberies
of pharmacios, shootings, home invasions




and other violert orimes are also associatad
wilh prescription drug diversion. The Unit
works clossly with the New York Stats
Haalth Department’s Bureau of Narcotics
Enforcement, the NYPD and the DEA,
arnong othar law enforcament agencies,

Narcotics Gang Unit
The Narcotics Gang Unit was established
in 2002, It concentrates on violent
neighborhood grouns, rolbery crews, and
weapons traffickers commitling drug-related
crirmingl activity across the cily, The unit works
closely with detectives from the NYPD's Gang
Division, Narcotics Divigion and Precingt
memnpers, in 2013, the unit conducted major
investigations that examined the use of new
lechnologies and social media, such as
Facebook, YouTube, Twitter and Instagram,
by viotent warring gangs. In addition o
narcotics trafficking, the unit also prosecuted
murder conspiracy, assaull, armed robbery,
kidnapping, burgiary, weapons possession
and illegal Brearms sales,

Money Laundering and
Financial Investigations Unit
The Money Laundering and Financial
Investigations Unit was inllialed in 2004, and
reconfigured in 2000 and 2008, 1 investigates
narcotics-relatec] money laundering and other
financial crimingl activity, Cases are generated
from muliiple sowrces, including intalligence
developed duing narcotics investigations,
The unit aims to prevent foreign drug
rafficking oroanizations from repalniating drug
procesds through smugaling, as well as the
use of the financial systern and international
trade; and local drug organizations from
banefiting from licit profits.

Forfeiture Investigations Unit
Established more than 25 years ago, the
Farteilure investigations Unil evalusies felony

Tnvestieation Division contined
4

drug prosecutions for potential oivil litigation
to recover proceesds of narcolics orimes.,
The unit works closely with law enforcement
- on the lederal, state and local lavels — In
;demn‘yafag crirminal assels to deprive narcotics
raffickers and rmaoney-laundering groups of
‘Ehe prodits of eriminality. The unit has in place
& comprehansive sel of systems 1o track
office participation in investigations resuliing
in forfeiture actions. In 2013, 291 federal
forfeiture actions were nitiated and 288 were
complated. Al the siate level, 512 actions
warg initiated and 344 were completad,

Case Highlights

Physician Charged in Massive
Oxycodone Scheme at Bronx
Pain Clinic

A doctor sold prescriptions to drug
crews af Astramed Physicians in the
Bronx — the cily's fargest pill il

Agents seized a firearm from the Yonkers
motel room where the doctor was fiving.

A Brong pain ¢linic belisved o
be the region's fargest pill mil
wias shuiterad as g resull of long-term
irwvesligation by SNRP DEA New York
Diviston and the LS, Attorney's Gifice for
ihe chsihrm District of Naw York, An BNP
indliciment charged Dr. Robert Terdiman,
derrist, with llegally s

a licensed i ailing

i3
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thousands of prescriptions for oxyeodons
from Astramed Physigians, PG, in the
Morrisania section of the Bronx. Terdiman
sold prescriptions 1o undercover officers on
eight occasions. Agents siso seized a firearm
from a motal room in Yonkers, N.Y. where
Terdiman was living.
Since Jung 2012, Terdiman wiote
over 18,000 prescriptions for oxycodone
to over 4,200 individuals, none of which
are balieved fo be legitimate. The doctor
aflagedly conspirad with "recruiters,” who
supplied a steacly fow of purported "patients”
1o obtain prescriptions for oxycodons. The
prascriptions wers then filled at pharmacies
and the pills sold on the black market,
On weskcday mormings, security guards
performed crowd control on the sidewalk and
insice the medical offices and waiting rooms.
Federal prosecutors focused a related
investigation on Astramed cwner Dr. Kewvin
Lowe and the drug rings supplied by
Terdiman. Following the arrests, a super-
secing federal indictment also incorporated
charges against Terdiman and state charges
were dismissed at the request of SNP.

Gramercy Center Pumped

$10 Million in Pills onto
Interstate Market

A Gramercy physician and his office manager
were among 49 individuals arrested in New
York, New Jerssy and Pennsylvania in
connaction with the flegal trafficking of $10
million in exycodone pills, Dr. Hector Castro,
founder of the izamna Medical Center on
East 16th Strest, and his office manager
Patricia Vatera are charged in two separate
p:‘egcrip1Eonwralated criminal schemas that
iogether led o the diversion of well over
500,000 narcotic pills onto the black market,
Thirty firearms were selzed by DEA agents
and partner law enforcemeant agencies

DEA agents arrested the founder of the ltzamng Medical
Certer on East 16t Street in Manhattan, whils officers
seizad weapons and pills from drug trafficking craws

in Pgnnsylvania.

in Panngylvania during the 15-month
investigation.

Castro supnlied groups in New York
and New Jersey. The docior personally
sold 28 narcolic painkiller prascriptions to
an undercover invesiigalor from Special
Narcotics, including prescriptions written
in the names of individuals who were not
present, Castro never performed any
physical examinations on the undsarcover
officer or referred him for medical lests,
At teast two New Jersey regiclants who
received prescriptions from Castro’s office
died of drug overdoses, These dealhs are
the subjact of an ongoing investigation,
Meanwhile, Valera sold prescriptions to
bwo rival crews in Penngylvania, Of the 49
incliviclusls amasted in the investigation, 41




ware mambers of theses viclent Pernsylvania
chrug rings and are being prosecuted by

the Pennsyivania Attorney General's Office,
Additionally, 28 of the 30 firearms selzed

in the case werg recovered during court
suthorized ssarches in Pennsaylvania,

Over 250 Guns Sold in

New York City’s Largest
Firearms Investigation

An investigation into narcotics sales in
Brookiyr led (o the largest gun case in New
York City history. Nineteen mambers of two

inosaly-organized gun trafficking groups weare

ndicted for #legally funnegting firearrns from
Morth asdd South Caralina, The guns were

intended for resale on the ciiy's black rmarkat,

whare they fetch at lzast three timaes their
ofiginat price. During the long-term wiretap
investigation, 264 illegal weapons were sold
10 an undsreover with the NYPD's Frearms
investigation Unit for over 200,000, Two
main defendants, Wadter Waller, of North
Carcling, and Eart Campbell, of South
Carvlina, personally smuggled the guns
nside thelr luggage on Chinatown-
buses. Bach trafficker tapped a network of

bound

inclivicluals in his home town with access o
olack market weapons or the wilingness

to purchase guns, knowing they would be
iflegally resold in New York City. In at least
ong instance, an ndividual acted as a straw
buyer and shoppad at gun stores for Walker,
Frearms ran the gamut from 22 caliber
pistols o assaull weapons,

Criminal associaies in New York City
assisted the gun traffickers in securing buyers
and conducting sales. A rap studio in the
Ocean Hill section of Brooklyn was the scene
of 11 gun sales, while other sales were mads
in Manhaitan's r bast Side, 5
Marcotics anncunced this case with the
YL, the Mayor's Office, and padner Disingt
Attorneys’ 1attan and

5 Lowe pecial

Cfices in Mant

Brooldyn,

Investigation Division continned

Among the 254 guns sold to an undercover detective
with the NYPDY's Firearms investigation Unit were 10
agsault weapons. The guns were smugdgled to New York
City from North and SBouth Carolina,

A B52-count Special Narcotics indictment
charged the defendanis with Conspiracy,
Criminal Sale of a Firearm, Crimingd
Passession of a Waapon and other crimas,
The Manhattan District Attornay’s Office is
oversesing the prosecutions post-arrest,

50 Members of Warring Gangs
Arrested in the Bronx
Fifty lsaders and members of four warring
gangs in the Morrisania section of the
Bromx were indicted and arrested over the
past two years, as a resull of collaboration
hetwesn the Special Narcotics Gang Unit,
the Bronx District Altornsy’s Office and the
Blew Yorik City Police Department’s (NYPD)
44th Precinct Field Inteligence Division,
Irvestigations targeting the crews "Dub Gity,
WG, "8 Wild” and “280" led 1o the seizure
ihese gangs

1

of 24 guns. Since at least 2011

ware linkad 1o 34 shooting Incidents in which
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Investigation Division continued

Members of four warring gangs
used social media to boast and
attract new recruits. Monay
from drug sales was used to buy
firparms and support a

high-and lifestyle.

@ ot
¥

& 65 mE

43 indivicuals were shot. Gang members
brazenly fired their weapons in public
areas, holuding busy streels, al apartment
buildings and in one case iNto a crowded
restaurant, Several victims were innocent
ystanders. Drugs sold by members of thess
four crews ncluded heroin, cocaine, crack,
PCR marjuana and various prescription
madciications. Monay from drug sales was
used to buy firearms and support a
high-end lifestyle.

These cases involved investigation of
vinient inciclents and a close examination of
avidence obiained from text messages and
social media, which gang members used
Lo Tusl violert rivalies, boast about victories
and atiract new recruits, As four successive
waves of arests ocourred, the NYPD's 44th

Precinct experienced a significant decling in
shootings. Between 2011 and 2013, the 44h
Precinct recordad a dramatic 34% drop in
overall shootings. {Overall shootings includs
incidents in which one or more individuals

are shot, and are not limited (o gang-refated
shootings,) Shootings attributed specifically 1o
these four gangs dropped by 75%.

Kingpin Convicted in

$1.5 Million Cocaine Seizure
near Midtown Hotel

Atrial jury convisted drug kingpin Roberd
Adrian in connsction with & scheme to
sriuggle over @ million dollars in cocaine
from Puerio Rico 1o New York, Achian was
sentenced to eight vears in prison with

five vears of pogl-release supervision for
Operating as a Major Trafficker. In May

2011, agents and ofiicers with the New

York Drug Enforcement Task Force seized
approximately 43 Kilos (nearly 95 Ibs) of
cocaine worlh $1.5 milion in Midtown
Manhattan. Agents observed drug couriers
loading duffet bags of narcotics into a vehicle
naar the Hampton inn at 51st Street and Sih
Avenue, They recovered 37 Kilos fom the
bags and anather & kilos from a matching
duffel bag inside a room registered (o one of
the cowrers at the Hampton Inn. A five-month
investigation ravealed that this large shipment
of cocaing was one of several that Adrian
ook possession of in New York. Adrian
directed a circle of drug workers, whio ware (o
receive, process, and distribute the cocaine.
A mamizer of Adrian’s organization was also
corwvicied at trial. A judge declared a mistrial
as 1o a third defendant, Jose Cruz-Orliz, after
jurors were unable to reach a verdiot in his
case. Orliz wasg an inmale in a lederal prison
in Puerto Rico during the conspiracy. Charges
against him ara still panding.




Colombian Kingpin Extradited

in New York Heroin Trafficking
Scheme

Drug kingpin Sergio Zulanny Gordilio Joya
was extradited 1o New York lo face charges
far smuggling millons of dollars of heroin
bound for New York via the Port of Miami.
Jova bad besn held in Argentina, where he
fived a5 o fugitive alter fleeing authorities in
Colombia. A second defendant who reported
to Jova, Luis Farmnando Galleano Gasca, was
axtradited from Bogota, Colombia. A DEA-
led wiretap investigation revealed that Joya
intended to transport a farge haroin shipment
o New York City. Agents used information
from email exchanges between Jova and

his cohorts to locate and seize 16 kilos of
heroin (over 35 bs.) from a freight ship, the
“Seaboard Price,” as it docked in Miami in
2012, A lotal of 534 packages of heroin were
found hidden inside four couches, which
werg packed in g shipping container,

Agents found packagaes of heroin hidden inside a
shipment of couches aboard a freight ship in Miami.

[mvestigation Division contimned

A third defendant was arrested in New York
and a fourth is contesting extradition in
Colombia. Joya is charged with Oparating
as a Major Traflicker undaer New York Stale’s
kingpin statute, which canies a possible

fife: sentence.

Nearly $200,000 in Grystal Meth
Seized in Chinatown

Four members of a drug traflicking group
that pperated in Manhattan’s Chinatown and
inn Flushing, Queens were arrasted in March
after arr undercover DEA agent hought
threg-quarters ¢f a kile of maethamphetamine
(neany 2 ha) for $193,000. The arrests
followed a six-ronth wirslap investigation,
it which members of the drug ring spoke
openly about their legal business while
corversing in Mandarin, The undercover
officer made numerous drug purchases
froms the group during the investigation, Tha
group chtained "orystal meth” from Maxican
suppliers. The largest and final sale of
methamphetaming took place in the parking
lot of a closed Pathmark supermarket on
Charry Slreat in Chinatown,

Kingpin Among Eight Indicted
for Smuggyling Millions of Dollars
in Heroin

A multi-mition dollar drug trafficking
organization that smuggled approximately 10
Kilos (22 s, of haroln to New York Cily from
Colomis each month was dismantled. The
head of the herain ring, Cruz Aguaviva-Dons,
i charged under New York Stale's kingpin
statute and faces a possible life santenge.

A wiretap investigation revealed that
Aguaviva-Lione orderad heroin directly from a
Colormbian drug organization that had a point
person in Mew York City, On ihe day of the
kingpin's arrest, DEA agents intercepiad a
shipment of 4% kilos (nearly 10 bs.) of heroin
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DEA agerts seized millions of dollars In heroln, inclading three kilos found
inside ar: ottoman.

from two brothars who worked for Aguaviva-
Done. The load camied a strest valus of more
than $1.2 millicn. Court authorized searches
vielded another 4% ldlos (nearly 10 1bs) on
the day of the arrests. Several months earlier,
agents had seized another farge shipment

of 3 kilos (nearly 7 the.) worth over $800,000
fror inside an ottoman, Mambers of the
Aguaviva-Done organization had stashed the
drug-filled ottornan at a furniture store before
handing it off to a customaer,

$3 Million in Drugs and Cash,
2 Guns, Seized Near Horace

Mann School

A drug trafficker was indlicted after DEA
agents selzed 31 kios of cocaine (over
65 ibal, §1.68 milion in cash and two

Cocaing, guns and cash sefzed from an apartment near
in the Figldston seation of the Bronx,

semi-awtomatic pistols fram an apartment
in the Fieldston saclion of the Bronx, Tha
cocaine was found inside a closel in the
hadroom, wrapped in plastic and covered
in graase, The firearms were hiddsn under
the bed, The apartmeant complex abuts the
Horace Mann School. a private school for

youth from kindergarten through high school.

Rikers Island Correction Officer
Sentenced to 8 Years for

Bribe Receiving

Rohbert Whitlield, formerly a Correction
Officer with the New York Cilty Department
of Gorraction, was sentenced o eight
years in glale prison for receiving a bribe of
$100,000 in cocaing aftar he promised {o
secure an inmaie's early release. A trial jury
fosunc) Whitfield guilty on charges of drug
possession, congpiracy, bribe receiving
and official misconduct, Tegtimony and
other evidence presentad at trial proved
that Whitlield, a veleran Correction Officer
assigned to Rikers Island, made an
agreement with an inmate to recelve thres
kilos of cocaine (over 8% bs.) in exchangs
for shortening the inmate's senlence in

the Correclions Department computer
system. Authorities arrestad Whithiald in

the: Inwoocl section of Manbattan shorily
after his designated intermediary receied
the cocaine from an undercover agent al
ansarby meeting place. The investigation
wels conductsd by the New York Cily
Department of Investigation, the DEAS New
York Organized Crime Drug Enforcemant
Strike Foroa and the New York Departiment
of Taxation and Fnance.




Pizza Delivery Man Served
“Coke” with Slices: $45K in
Cocaine Sold

A drug-dealing pizza deliveryman used his
ol at a Papa Johr's restaurant in Sunset
Park, Brooklyn as a cover to sell cocaine.

Hamon Rodrigusz made &t least 19 sales to
an undercover officer during an investigation
by the NYPD's Narcotics Borough Brookiyn
south, Rodrigue? Trequently wore his Papa
John's uniform during the sales, which
took piace in front of his workplace and
negar his home, Prior to many of the sales,
the undercover observed Fodrigusz going

inside the restaurant and returning with a

vt
pizza box, a menu or an nsulated pizza bag,

which he would use to conceal cocaing he
was carrying. inthe largest and iinal sale,
the undercover arrangsd 1o purchase a kilo
of cocaing for $27,500. Fodriguez carred
a bay containing the cocaing owt of the
rastaurant and placad i in the officer's car
A court authorized search of Hodriguez's
home vielded approddmately 84,500 cash.
ﬁit)ﬁrigu@-z pleaded quilty 1o Criminsl

A pizza delivaryman who sold cocalng to an undercover
officer sel up mestings oulside the Papa John's
restaurant whare he worked and somelimes used food
hoxas to conceal drugs.

Possession of 2 Controlied Substance in the

pl

ascond Degree and was sentencad 1o {our
ars in prison.

et
)

Police Clip Barbershop Cocaine
Ring in the Bronx
A dirug crew that made brazen cocaing
sales naar two schools and terrorized
resiclants in the Tremont section of the Bronx
was dismantlac, The NYPD investigation,
dubbed "Operation Scissorhands,” revealed
that barber lan Ortiz, of Diamond Cuts
Barhershop on B, Tramont Ave., and &
sacond defendant supplied cocains 1o a
stread level crew, headed by Byan Alcantra,
Members of Alcantra’s drug ring sold
cocaine from lawn chairs that they set up
on a sidewaik outside a dsli. Sales also took
place naar The William W. Niles Schoo
ME 118, and the St Joseph Schoot, which
ssrves children Fre-)K through 8th grade,
and in vehicles. The drug crew was the
sublect of numerous community complaints
from residents and local business ownars.
Membears of the ring are ¢harged in 12 sales
o an undarcover officer from the NYPDs
Brong Narcotics Gemaon including the
largest sale of pearly 200 grams of coca
for $9,000 by Of; d Alcantra on the day
of the arrests,
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FELONY DISPOSITIONS * = "
Convicted o aier
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FELONY SENTENCES

State Prison 534
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Probation 183
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Heroin . a75ibs
ongééaa'né' BRI -221_,15&:3;;52::_35
Mariuana . . 507lbs.
G.u.ns A ST ".‘.359.

Triad Division Assistani District Atlomeys
hanche the bullk of the drug felony arrests
referred 1o the office for prosecution. Thay
are assigned (o one of the two bureaus

that comprise the Trisd Division. Each

burean is headed by a Chiel and Deputy
Chiaf who supervise assistants as they
provice legal advics and draw up court
orders, ncluding search and arrest warrants,
on a 24-hour basis.

Assistants work closely with the
NYPD's Narcotics Division, the New York
Drug Enforcerment Task Foree, the Port
Authority Police, the New York State Palice,
the New York State Health Department's
Bureau of Narcotic BEnforcement and the
SNP Investigators Unil. In 2013, the Division

launchad 121 new nvestigations. Atotal

of 1,928 complaints were referred (o the
office for prosecution during the vear; 1,070
daefendants were indictad. Search warrants
draftedt nurnbered 713,

Case Highlights

$8 Million in Heroin Seized
in the Bronx

Haroin selzed frarm a wholssale packayging operation in
the Bronx.

A wiholesale herain packaging operation was
dismantled in the Kingsbridge seclion of the
Bronx in June, Mambers of the DEA's New
York Drug Enforcement Task Force seized 11
lkilos of heroin (24 1bs.) worth approximatety
58 miflon afller members of the organization
loaded a bag containing & large amount of
drug proceeds into a vehicle. investigators
had been conducting survaillance outside the
drug location near Van Cortlandt Park and
the Major Deegan Exprassway,

Rx Pills, Cocaine and 4 Guns:
Brooklyn and Staten Istand
Eleven mambers of a drug frafficking sing
ware indicted for seling oxycodone and
cocaing in Sheepshead Bay, Brooklyn and
in Staten Istand. A nina-rmonth wiretap
investigation revealed three overlapping
conspiracias. In one, a defendant received




prascriptions for oxycodone from a corrupt
Sheepshead Bay physician with whom
she was acquainted. Four firearms were
seizad during court authorized searches of
tha homaes of two suppliers, including two
sermi-auiomatic pisiols and a revolver from

a home in Staten Island and an AK-47 style
assaull rifle from an apartmant in Brooklyn,
During the investigation, an undercover DEA
agent made two purchases of cocaine for
approximataly 57,000 fram defendant Simon
Berman. Berman was arrestad after he
soucht 1o buy 10,000 pifls of oxyoodons from
the undercover, with the intention of rasslling
the drugs. Alter his arrest, Berman allempisd
1o bribe the undercovar agant by offering lo
pay 520,000 cash,

Hx Trafficking Bing Ban Brooklyn
Practices: $3.4 Million in Pills

Five mambers of a prescriptio
trafficking ring that illegally collected and
distributed over $3.4 mitlion in oxycodone
and other prescription drugs were indicted.

A ning-month wiratap investigation by the
DEA evealed thal ringleader Hergey Plolits
established and controlied medical offices in
Sheepshead Bay and other neighborhoods
in Brooklyn for the sole purpose of ilegally
ablaining and seling highly addictive
medication. Armong those indicted was
Zhanna Kansvsky, a physician hired by Plolits
1o write prescriptions at a
1763 East 12th Strest, Other mambers of the
craw recruited paople they knew to pose as
patients, Medical practitionsrs employad by
Flotits weare paid by the hour or by the day
and generally faded {o parform examinations

1 drug

meadical office al

on the pimﬂy; natients. These phony patients
@ pils and hangad
ihe crug ring. Between 2011 and 2013, the
defendants flegally collecied and distributed
over 180,000 prescription pills, including
170,000 pills of oxyeodone. Kanevaky

collected H tham over to

pleadsd guilly 10 charges of congplracy
and crimingl sale of a prescription and her
madical icenses in New York and New
Jargey ware ravoked,

Over $2 Mitlion in Heroin and
Crystal Meth, and Firearm,
Seized from Trio

A drug craw used a house in Corona, Gueans as a stash location, whare heroin
and crystal math werg processed for rasale. Investigators stoppad thres men
with narcotics after following thair cars to the Bronx.

New York State Police investigators
seized nearly 20 pounds of heroin and
metharmphetamine worth more than 52
million and arrested three members of
a drug trafficking group that maintaned
a stash location in a house in Corona,
Quisens, Investigators had been conducling
survaillance at the stash location when
they obsarved the Irio exil 1he house and
leave In two separale vehicles, The cars
traveled (o the Bronx, where bolh sloppad
and a defendant emerged from ong vehicls,
anterac the other vehick, and removad &
hag. Investigators arrested the individual with
ihe bag as he left the area on fool. The bag
Kilog insarly 7 bs.) of heroin. A
a gstash
a kil of heroin
o5 of crysial

contained 2
court authorize
location vieldad maore H":at“
v 3ibsl 4k

o search of the Coron

{approvimala

2%
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math nearly 9 bs.) and a @mm handgun,
The drugs and the firearm were found in

a dresser with a hidden compartrment.
nvastigators believe the crystal meth

was produced in Mexico, A drug ledger,
52,000 cash and equipment used for
packaging narcotics were algo found inside
ihe stash location.

Harlem Doctor Sold Painkilier
Prescriptions to Drug Ring

O, Robert 8. Gibbs, Sr, a licensed internal
medicing physician, was arrested for
iflegally selling prescriptions for powerful
narcotic painkillers to a drug traflicking ring
in exchange for cash, The invaestigation
revealed that Gibbs, 75, who maintained
an office in Harlem, had wiitten and scld at
least 42 Hlegal prescriptions for oxycodaone,

i

A Harlem doctor used his madical practice to flegally funnal preseriptions for
narcotic painkiffers to a drug traflicking ring.

Iry & scheme that ran moreg than three

years, prascriptions were writlen in the
nama of Ronald Vaughan, head of the drug
trafficking organization, as well as numerous
other names that Vaughan supplied to the
doctor. These individuals were not under
the doctor's care. In exchangs, Vaughan
made cash payments to Gibbsa. The pills
were then distributed on the black markat,
Gibbs pleaded guilly to Congpiracy, Criminal
Sale of a Prescription for a Condrolled
Substance and Criminal Facilitation. He was
sentenced to five years of probation and
ordered to forfeil approximataly $48,000 and
Lo surrender his medical icense, Vaughan
pleaded guilty to Conspiracy and Allempted
Criminal Fossession of a Controlied
Substance, and was sentenced to a prison
tenm of between six and nine years.

Cobble Hill Office Manager Soid
Rxs for $165,000 in Pills

An office manager for a Cobble Hil
neurclogist was arested for stealing and
forging prescriptions for approximataly
165,000 in hycromorphone, a potant
opioid painkiller sold under the brand name
Dilavdic, A trusted emplovee, Syreeta
Jones had worked at the doctor's office
for nearly two decades, The criminal
scheme spannad the last two years,
Jones stole 48 prescription sheets fram the
medical practice without the neurclogist’s
knowledge and supplied them to drug
trafficker Ira Button, with whom Jonas
communicated by text message. Jones
wrote the prescriptions in Sutton’s name
and the names of two of his relatives,
forging the doctor's signature, Fach
prescription was for 360 pilie of Dilaudid,
Sutton's drug ring filled the prescriplions
at pharmacies in the Upper East Side and
Gramercy sections of Manhattan, and in
Fushing, Queens. Sutton pleaded guilty




Trial Division continned

10 Criminal Possession of g Controiled Haven section of the Bromx The investigation
Substance in the Third Degres and revealed that the cocaine soid was oblained
faces a year i1 jall. Charges are pending from a supplier, who owned a barbarshop in
against Jones, the Cypress Hills section of Braoldyn,
Curtain Closes on Citywide Harlem Stash: Pit Bulls, Python,
Cocaine Ring Pot, Guns and Cash

Folice recoverad over 335,000 in marijuana,
four guns and $21,000 cash in a long-

term investigation targeting a high-volume
mariuang operation in Harlem. Defendants
Marle Hansen and Manuel Bey made two
cun sales and 10 bulk mariuana sales —
totaling more than 8 pounds for 9,200

— 1o an undercover NYPD officer with

i ST 2 25 st Narcotics Borough Manhattan North, Sales
Drug traffickers mada a dozen sales of cocaine to an were conducted in a first floor hallway of an
undercover officer inside a Bronx barbershop. - )

apartment bullding at 1 East 124th 5L, where

Five drug traffickers were arrested in cusiomers ined up seven days per week,
cormection with sales of nearly 845,000
in cocane from wo barbarshops in the
Bronx and Brooklyn. Undercover police
officers from the NYPD's Narcolics Borough
Bromx Major Case Unit made 16 purchaseas
of cocaing, totaling more than a kio
(approximataly 3 1bs.). A dozen of these sales
took place inside 2 busy barbershop calied
Noel Barber Bhop & Unisex, in the Mot

!

Guns and large quantities of marfiuana were seized in conngotion with & bustling bulk marjuana spot across the streef from Marcus
Garvay Park,
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The bustliing marijuana business was the
suldject of numercus community complaints,
The basement of the bullding served as a
stash location for Hansen and Bey. Duing a
court authorized search, police encountarad
two pit bull dogs and an eight-foot python

in the basement, where they also found a
Ioaded ravolver, several pounds of marijuana
ancl $1,200 cash, An additional firearm

was recovered from Bey's residence in the
Morrisiania section of the Bronx, along with
a pound of marjuana and over $19,200 cash,
A search of Mansen's residence in the Van
Nest section of the Bronx vielded another
20 pounds of marijuana,

Traffickers Smuggle Narcotics
through U.S. Mail: Day Care
Centers Searched

A sophisticated drug ring used the U.S,
Postal Service to smuggle large quantities of
cocaine to New York City from Puerto Rico.
Ring leader duan Valdez and four others were
arrested following & wirstap investigation by
the DEAs New York Organized Crime Drug
Enforcement Strike Force and the LS, Postal
Inspection Service, The fraffickers concealed
cocaineg in objects associated with children,
In Decarmber 20173, investigators intercepted

A package containing a kilo of cocaing wrapped in SpongeBob SquarePants
badding was shipped via express mail from Buerte Rice fo New York City,

a packags that contained a kilo of cocaine
{over 2 ba.) wrapped in Spongelob
SauarsPanis bedding,

A Bronx day care cenler served as a
cover for the ring. Drugs and cash were
selzed from a reeidence that housed Fun
World Childeare, including 2 kilo of cocaine
{over 2 1bs.), 1,000 pills of oxyeodone, 150
grams of crack-cocaine, and $20,000 cash,
Some of the cocaine was hicden in a child's
nsulated lunch bag, Valdez was anested al
a family member's home that contained &
sacond day care center called Sweet Homae,
Approximately $7,500 in cash was seized,

Charges in the indictment involve
$300.600 in narcotics, including 4 kilos of
cocaine (nearly 9 1bs,) and 1,000 pills of
axycodons, $400,000 in drug proceeds
and a firsarm. Over the past five years,
investigators seized packages conlaining
23 kilos of cocaine (over 50 bs.) worth
approximately $1.4 million that have been
finked to the organization,

Authorities ssized farge quantities of drugs and cash
from a residence that housed a day care center,
inciuding cocalne hidden inside @ child's insulated
tunch bag.




For addicted criminal offenders, an sffective
drug treatment program: can mean the
differance between repealted terms of
imprisonmeant and the ability to lead a
procuctive, law-abiding e, Yet #is not
anough to simply conquer addiction,
1o bagin anew, recovaring drug users
require skifls gained through academic and
vocational lraining, along with supportive
counsealing. The Altermative Sentencing
Division has successiully worked with
thousands of addicted criminal defendlants
over the past two decades to provide them
with the tools they need 10 parmanently close
the door on crime and dependence,
Through SNFs pioneering Drug
Treatment Allernatives 1o Prison {DTAR)
programs, highly experienced staff members
avaluate offenders to identify those who
are likely to reap the benefits of treatmant,
Hligible candidaies are given the oppoartunity
to enter an approprigle program, most often
at & long-term resicential faciity, instead
of going to prison. BNF also refers sligible
oifendars with co-ocouring substance use
ancl mental ilness distrders 10 the Manhaltan
Mental Health Court to provide integraled
subsiance use and mental health treatment.
Faesidential programs typically last for
al least one vear and are followed by an
additional tarm of suparvision, Offendars who

are employed and have strong community

Alternative Sentencing Division staff evaluates and monftors candidlates for
drug treatmant,

Hes may be placed inlo short-term residential
programs or, in rare cases, dirsctly into
intensive outpatient reatment programs.
When offenders enler treatment, their
santences are deferred. Upon successiul
completion, charges may be dismissed,
However, {ailure to abide by the rules of a
program can result in a sanction, ¥ offenders
commit & new crime, their original prisen
sentence may be imposad,

Bince Qolober 2009, judges are
aughorized o place defendants i a court
sponsored dvarsion program, Although a
judge determings which addictad felony
offenders qualily for these programs, and
court staff supervises them, SHIF continues
to offer its expertise in the screening and
monitoring of diverted defendants.

DTAP 169 137 80 114 ®1 36 7 5 6
MTC 156 101 81 76 33 17 6 0 0
Diversion 18 08 65 73 121
Total Treatment 325 288 71 190 142 152 81 78 127
ndictments/SCl. . 2424 2178 © 1974 1703 1595 1376 1293 1373 1364
% indictments/SCi diverted ~ 18% 1% 9% ° 11% 9%  11% 6% - 6% 9%
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The Special Narcotics Investigators Unit
works with federal, state and local taw
enforcement agencies throughout the five
boraughs of New York Gity. During 2013, the
it opened 31 new invesligationsg, resulting
in arrests of 174 offenclers. Of those, 84 were
charged with top felony narcotics counts
and 271 with viclations of money laundering
laws, As a result of those amrests, the unit
was involvad in the seizure of 114 kilograms
of cocaine (over 250 1hsa.), over 44 kilograms
of haroin (88 lbs.}), approximately 10,600
oxycodone pills, hundreds of pounds of
marijuana, ard 16 handgung, Additionally,
the unit and its DEA and NYPD partners
were invelved in 80 invastigations that vieldecd
cash gelzures totaling millons of dollars in
narcotics trafficking procesds.

Created in 1992, the unil fuliilis

bwo primary areas of responsibility:
investigations and enforcement support,
The investigators, many of whom are law
anforcement veterans from the NYPD's
Narcotics Division and the New York Drug
Enforcament Task Force (DETF), develon
their own cases or worl jointly with partner
agencies in krge-scale narcotics and money

Partners in Heroin investigations - 2013

DEA New York Division

Dsug Enforcement Task Force
{DETF)

Drug Enforcement Strike Force
NYPD Nargotics Division
New York State Police

DEA New York Brivision,
Long Island Office

Massau County Police Department
Suffolk County Sheriff's Office
Hempsiead Police Departmeant
Yonkers Police Department

BEA New Jersey Division

Passaic County, M.k
Sheritf's Department

Passaic Courty, N
Prosecutors Office

Bergen County, N.J,
Prosecutor’s Office

Hudson Coundy, N..J
Prosecutor's Ofice

Palerson, N.J. Police Department

LS. Fmmigration and Custors
Enforcement's {ICE) Homeland
Sacurity Investigations (HS1)
New York )

Border Enforcement Security
Task Force (BEST)

Waterfront Commission of
Kew York Hashor (NCNYH)

t).8, Coast Guard

1.8, Poslal inspection Service
DEA Philadelphia Division
BEA New England Diviston

DEA Detrolt Division, Yoangstown,
Ghip Oifice

Youngstown, Ghio

Police Depariment

Intand Crackdown Allied Task Forcs
{INCA}, San Diego

laundering invastigations, With the emergences
of narcolics trafficking over the Internat, selsct
investigators have apecialized in this area.

The Investigators Unit handles a wide
varigty of narcotics cases targeting local,
rational and nternationat trafficking groups.

I recent vears, the unit has developed a
unicue axpertise i prescription drug-related
investigations,

The Chisf Investigator oversees activities
of the invastigailors, monitors all investigation -
refated expenditures and acts ag lisison with the
squad of NYPD delectives assigned to SN

Controlled
Deliveries

In a continuing
trend, g
raffickers are
using the UL.S.
Postal Service and

An investigation into drugs
shipped via a package delivery
service fed to a surprising sefzure:
two Kilos of cocalne concealed
Insile garbanzo bean cans.

private package
delivery sarvices to
transport shipments
of narcotics inte New York City. In 2013,

the lnvestigalors Unil joined with U.S.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement’s

(CE) Homeland Security Investigations (HS)
New York, the U.S. Postal Inspection Service,
tihe Drug Enforcemeant Task Force and the
Drug Enforcermnent Strike Force to idantify

and intercept these packages, nvesligators
ideniify those involved in sending and receiving
packages of narcotics,

Heroin Investigations

A gpecialized team within the Investigators
Unit has developed a high level of expertise

in identifying and dismaniiing major heroin
trafficking organizations within New York City
and the metropolitan area. These nvestigaiors
provide crucial leadership in collaborative
afforts with law enforcement partners. In 2013,
the Investigaiors Unit worked i conjunction
with a hosl of local, state and federal agencias.




The Legal Training Unit develops and
implements the professional fraining
curriculurn offeredd 1o Assistant District
Altornays, The unit selacts speakars,
lectures and workshops o address

topics thal include investigatory and
prossoutorial technicues, legal procedures,
changes inthe law, and effective approachess
in the prosacution of felony narcotic and
refated crimes.

I 2013, the Legal Training Unit
oifered a professional development series
and numerous workshops and lectures
throughout the vear 1o both axperienced
and new assistant distict allormneys.
Prasentations included: Mutual Legal
Assistance Agreemeants and intermational
Extraditions, Social Media and Digital
Communications, Trying a Wirelap Case,
False identifications, Call Analysis, Asset
Forfeiture, Handiing Cooperators: Ethics,
Policy and Practice, Recen! Davalopments in
Search and Seizure, Allarnalive Serdencing,
Frasoription Drug Investigations,

The training curriculum compliss with
the ragulations and guidalines of the Naew
York State Mandatory Continuing Legal
Education progream anct @l courses are
open to prosecutors from the city’s District
Attornays’ Offices and other offices in the
state. The office has Deen an accrediited
provider of the Biate's Continuing Legal
Education Program sincs 2000,

Spacial Narcotics offered trafning to new undearcover
officars assighed to the NYPD's Organized Crime
Control Bureau, headed by Chisf Thornas F. Purtefl
fpictured here with Special Narcotics Proseculor
Bridget G, Brennan).

For over a decade, SN has devoted a
portion of its resources (o {raining programs
offered 1o hundreds of local and federal
erforcement and criminat justice personng
in Mew York and other areas of the country,
During the vear, senior stall lectured on
narcotics investigations and prosecutions
gl the New York State District Allormey's
Association Bummer College, the MNew York
Prosacutors Training Institute INYPTI, New
York Police Departmant’s Police Academy,
Organized Crime Control Division and
Narcotics Division, the Drug Enforcemant
Task Force (DETF), and the High Intensity
Crug Tratficking Area Task Foroe (HIDTA),
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The New York City Police Department has
assigned a team of detectives to the office
frorn the Narcotics Division's Organized
Crime Control Bureau since 1972, The
Special Projects Unit, as it is known, is under
the command of a senior lieutenant who
serves as a liaison between both agencies,
Within SNB, the team’s detectives are
assigned to sither the Search Warrant Unit
or the Technical Unit.

Expert al tracking, safekesping and
presentation of electronically recorded
evidence, the detectives alse provicde support
on search warrant investigations anct maintain
citywicle repositories for elsctronically
recorded evidence and SNP search warrants,

Becinning in 2009, the unit assumed
the responsibility of racking all seized ilegal
narcotics and marjuana shipped 1o New York
City via the ULS. Postal Service and common
carrier services such as UPS and FEDEX.
Thes tracking of this information is used for
prosecutions and 1o assist common caniers in
the prevention of the shipment of contraband,

Search Warrant Unit

The Search Warrant Unit prepares search
warranis and affidavits and expediles
recuests through the SNIP The detectives
keep track of all confiscaled evidence
and maintain a database on arests and
seizures resulling from the execution of
search warrants. The unit also educates
naw investigators on search warrant
oroceduras, In 2013, the unit processad
1,311 search warrants.

Technical Unit

The Technical Unit tracks and controls
"ehain of custody” for electronically recorded
avidence ard makes certain that ali audio/
viden evidence is securs. The unit is
ragponsible for the creation and testimany of
grand jury/trial wiretap composite recordings
and processes digital photographic evidence
as well as data evidence.

In 2613, the unit registered 1,323 pieces
of audio/video evidence, 1,844 pieces of
wiretap media evidence, and 172 pieces of
photographic and data evidence. The unit
algo prapared, created and registered 3,539
duplicate copies of registered audio/video
and wirstap evidence,




Fiscal

All agency fiscal activittes, Including the
production and submission of funding
requesis to fedleral, state and city funding
agencies, as well as the monitoring of
axpenditures, fall under the responsihiity of
the Fscal Unit, To that end, the unil assesses
and approves purchases and payment
vouchers, disbursernent of funds, such as
patty cash, and payroll coordination; enforces
fiscal policy, conducts internal audits; and
reviews and approves agency procurements,

Personnel

The Personnel Unit cversees and
inplements procedures related to the
assigrument or ransier of Assistant Dislrict
Atlormeys rom the oflices of the five county
District Attornaeys and the recruiment of
managerial, administrative and clerical
personnel. Unit steff paricipates in planning,
developing and executing employee
programs and policies for all staff, The unit
disseminates information on mandatory
programs and policies for all city agencies
and monitars implementation of procedures;
provides facts on citywide policies and
labaor relations issuss; and maintains time
and leave records for alf staff. The unit is
responsible for the bi-wesidy distribution of
paychecks and serves as liaison with the
citywide payroll managemant system.

Public Information

Tha Public Information Unit disseminates
information about the office and responds
to inquiries from members of the media,
government agencies, advocacy groups,
and individiuals on the status of cases,

iegal decigions, legislative action, ciiywide
drug rafficking trends and the results of

ot anforcement effors, Visits by foreign
digritariss are coordinatad through the unid.

Community Cutreach

SNP Community Quireach Diractor has coordinated
with the DA's Officgs, PAL and tha NYPD to provide
recraational programs for youth,

The Community Oulreach Direclor masts
with cormmunity and religious leaders, block
associations, the New York City Housing
Asithority, anct other groups to address fooal

crug problems, while conferring regularly with

NYPD officials to devise slrategies 1o combat
crime. Once an investigation is completed
and a drug organization Is remaved from

a building or neighborhood, resources

are devoled oward providing community
support services, Additionally, experienced
prosacutors offer lectures to schools and
vouth groups on topies ranging from drug
s and gang activity 1o allernatives 1o
incarceration,
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Support Services Unit continued

Information Technologies (IT)

T staff provide technical support and assist in gatiering
digital evidence for investigations.

infarmation Technology develops,
establishes, and administers SNP’s
computer and telecommunication systams.
The unit identifies needs and puts in place
gystems that effectively mergs technology
with office processes. [T also provides a
variety of case-relaied services, including:

Case Information: captures and tracks
clata pertaining to all cases prosecuted by
the office, from arrest to disposition. The
section prepares regular reports and ad hoc
raports on narcotics activities, trends, and
slatistical analyses. Unil staff is assigned 1o
the Trial Division to coordinate data capture
and provide additionat support.

Digital Forensics and Liligation
Support: provides pra-trial and ir-courl
tachinology support, including recovery and
axamination of avidence fron electronic
davices, trial exhibit preparation and
presentation,

Hecords Management: flles, regislers
and maintains a record of closed and bench
warranted case Bles and processes parole
reguests,

Criminal and Investigaiive
Analysis

Analysts are instrumental to all stages of
investigation and prosecution, using the most
current technology available to enhancs a
case from its inception through trial, Bvidence
from various sources is analyzed, including
lelephone communication carriers, social
media sources, easury depariment data
and prascription drug-refated data. Analysts
prapare and process subpoenas, provide
background searches using public records
and law snforcernent spectfic databases,
prepare investigative reports, and act as
paints of contact for law enforcemeant. During
the presentation of a case, analysls prepars
trial exhibits, and testify in the grand jury and
at trigd,

Analysts are instrumental to all stages of investigation
and prosecution.




Trial Preparation Assistanis
(TPAS)

TRAs support the work of gach lagal division in
the office.

Triad Preparation Assistants (TPAg) are
assigned 1o the Invastigations Division, the
Trial Division, Part N, and the Alternative
Sentencing Division. Investigations and Trial
Divisior TPAg track cases, mainlain case
records, and gather reports and legal papers
reciiired by Assistant District Atlorneys,
Additionally, they make arrangsments for
prisoners to be produced in court and help
Assistants prepars for grand jury and trial
presentations, Alternalive Sentencing Bureau
THAs interview delendants who are diverted
o treatrment and track thelr progress, Part N
THAs asaist in tracking plea offers, grand jury
actions and case disposilions thatl lake place
in the Part.

Extraditions/Detainers

The unit administers the return of fugitives
apprehended or in custody in other
jurisclictons and in forelgn countries that have
extracition treaties with the United States.

Grand Jury Reporters

Grand Jury Reporters record, produce and
mairitain transcripds of confidential testimony
presented beifore the grand jurtes.

Interpretation and

Translation Services

The unit interprels and translates for non-
English speaking wilnesses in debriefings
with investigators and Assistant District
Attorneys, and during testimony before

tha grand jury, provicles written transiation
and ranscriplion services o evidentiary
consant and wiretap recordings that contain
digiogue in a foreign language; and provides
tranglation of foreian language documents.

Operations

The Operations Unit is responsible for office
maintenance, reproduction of documeants.,
mail clelivery, messenger services,
housekeeping requests, office supply
nvertory and disbursement.
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“A _Great $hd‘t” Photos hy Chlef Imestsga‘ter Leon $chwar¥:zman Exhlb;teci

A pho*tographer for the NYPD d ur ng hs} 1970s ”md 198{)3 Leon Schwarlzmﬁn documc:m@d WO .
notoriously aha& enging decades in crime fighting, A collection of Mr. Salzwaﬁzman % phoms on dezp y '
at SNP showcases his skil with a camera and chronicles the mpact of the mn cot ics trarie on '
New “r’ork City. GolEeaguc,s gatlz@rod to view ihe exhxb;t EERE AT
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Calvin Solomon
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William Novalk
Jonathan Ruti

Lisa M. Tompking
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Anju Malhotra

Steven R. Mifler
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Arl M, Rottenberg
QUEENS COUNTY

Paul H, Harvaey

RICHMOND COUNTY

Ryan Sakacs
John Waszak




ADMINISTRATIVE
MANAGEMENT AND SUPPORT
Joan Maloney

Stiparvisor

Grand Jury Reporters Unit
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Jorathan Courtney
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[ana Valentin
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Christian Bermudez
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Caitlin Brown

[Daniel Cassidy
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Forfeiture Investigations Unit

John Polizzotto

Coordinator

Prescription Drug Investigation Unit
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frvestigative Analyst

Narcotics Gang Unit

Christopher Torres

invesiigators Unit Support
Belinda MoNeill

ALTERNATIVE SENTENCING
DIVISION SUPPORT

Bermeatha Champagne
TRIAL PREPARATION ASSISTANTS

Alternative Sentencing Division
Rochelle Davis
Superviging THA
Akua Akato

Andrea Obregon
Peter Plumey

Trial Division
Bursau S0/60

Philip Lamben
Euparvising TFA
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Maddalena Coppola
Supervising TRA
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OFFICE OF THE RICHMOND COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY

Members of the New York City Council, Committees on Public Safety and
Finance:

Good afternoon and thank you for the opportunity to address the Committee on
Public Safety and the Committee on Finance regarding the Fiscal Year 2013
Executive Budget. Today I would like to discuss with you two areas that remain a
concern for my office. Listed below are those issues that need to be addressed for my
office. One issue is a direct plea to you for continued funding. The otheris a
request for your advocacy regarding salary equity.

DRUG TREATMENT COURT

The Treatment Alternatives for Safer Communities (TASC) is a very successful
alternative to incarceration program that performs required drug tests for defendants and
manages most ol the cases for Staten Island Drug Treatment Court. The TASC program
in my borough is once again unfunded beginning July 1, 2014 and is in jeopardy of
closing.

Our drug treatment court places non-violent, addicted criminals into treatment instead of
jail. This not only allows for the greater possibility of rehabilitating these individuals, but
results in significant cost savings for the City of New York. TASC keeps track of the
progress of these defendants by performmg drug tests, follow-up interviews and
monitoring court appearances. In 2013, TASC conducted over 3,000 drug tests for the
Staten Island Drug Treatment Court. Addst;onaiiy, 160 defendants referred to Staten
Island TASC were screened resulting in 144 new defendants being diverted from jail or
prison into community-based treatment programs to address their behavioral health
issues. Staten Island TASC manages an average active caseload of 200 participants
throughout the year and with the guidance of TASC’s case management services, 80 non-
violent defendants successfully completed court-mandated treatment programs in 2013.
Three years ago, the Education and Assistance Corporation (EAC) Network, the
organization that operates TASC on Staten Island, proposed to shut down the program.
The EAC Network suffered a cut in State funding and decided to simply eliminate the
program on Staten Island to absorb the reduction. The decision by the EAC Network was
not without controversy since similar programs it operated in Brooklyn, Queens and the
Bronx continued to be funded and remained open. Further complicating the problem was
that the City Council had traditionally allocated $1 million to cover TASC funding
shortfalls in those other boroughs, but none of that money was ever earmarked for Staten
Island. After considering the potential consequences from letting TASC close, the City
Council provided $250.000 in the FY 2012, FY 2013 and FY 2014 Adopted Budgets to



keep the program operating. I would like to once again thank the current and former
Council Members who were responsible for allocating these funds. However, we are
once again at a crossroad since the FY 2014 funds were allocated for the current fiscal
year only.

As I have stated in the past, without TASC, proper monitoring will no longer be
performed and defendants, as opposed to being placed in treatment programs, will be
sentenced to jail or prison. Sadly, the possibility of rehabilitating these individuals so
that they may develop job skills will decrease and the likelihood of them becoming
predicate felons will rise.

Allowing TASC to shut down the Staten Island program will undoubtedly have negative
repercussions as recidivism rates among addicted offenders are certain to rise.
Prescription drug abuse is a national epidemic. According to a New York City Health
Department study released in April 2011, Staten Island has the highest rate of
prescription drug overdose deaths in the five boroughs, at 7.4 per 100,000 people.
Additionally, 11.2% of Staten Island students between 7" and 12" grade have admitted to
abusing prescription opiates - higher than any other borough. Based on City data, three
of the City's top five neighborhoods for prescription drug overdoses are in Staten Island.
And the problem doesn't end with prescription pills as trends show that some young
adults are moving onto heroin for a cheaper, but more dangerous high. What’s even more
alarming is the heroin overdoses in the City increased by 71% between 2010 and 2013, to
the highest level since 2006, after years of steady decline, according to RxStat, a report
compiled by former Mayor Bloomberg’s Task Force on Prescription Painkiller Abuse.
We simply cannot afford to lose a program as vital as TASC or this epidemic will
undoubtedly grow even worse.

Furthermore, the difference in expenses associated with treatment versus incarceration is
startling. Incarcerating a prisoner in a City jail costs $76,000 per year. Conversely,
inpatient program costs for individuals are $20,000 per year and shrinks even further to
$7.500 per year in an outpatient program. Perhaps even more significant is that the City
does not bear any treatment costs since these are paid for by the defendant’s family,
Medicaid or private insurance. Putting this in perspective, the $250,000 investment made
by the City Council allowed 80 individuals to successfully complete Staten Island Drug
Treatment Court programs in 2013, which saved the City $5.8 million.

The statistics alone regarding overdose deaths and abuse rates are alarming enough to
Justify keeping this program open, but each year the threat of a shutdown continues
because of the State funding reduction initiated three years ago. The City Council has
recognized this every time | have asked for their monetary assistance and has provided
the funding to keep the program running seamlessly. Staten Island has been operating
one of the most successful Drug Treatment Court programs in New York State for several
vears nnow; one that is also a cost savings initiative. When considering these dramatically
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high numbers, along with the savings to the City of New York, closing this program
makes absolutely no sense.

[ am again respectfully requesting the New York City Council to make $250,000

available in the adopted budget, so that Staten Island gets its fair share of the
discretionary funding for alternatives to incarceration.

TTORNEYS SALARIES

Assistant District Attorneys (ADAs) pay continues to lag behind the salaries of lawyers
and other professional staff working in other agencies throughout the City of New York.
Most employees in City government have unions that negotiate on their behalf,
‘Teachers, Police Officers, Firefighters, Sanitation Workers, as well as professional and
various other clerical titles, all have structured ways of dealing with salary issues. These
various City employees will continue to get salary increases as the various unions have
already begun to negotiate with the de Blasio administration. The United Federation of
Teachers (UFT) has reached a tentative 9 year contract with the City of New York
retroactive to 2009 for an 18% increase. | congratulate all teachers since this agreement
recognizes the vital role they play in the development of our children. While teachers
clearly deserve that recognition, there is no such similar acknowledgement ever made for
ADAs. In the City’s five District Attorney’s offices and the Office of the Special
Narcotics Prosecutor, the District Attorney has become the main advocate for the ADAs.
As District Attorney, I am the only voice for the ADAs in my office. Unfortunately, we
do not get the opportunity to participate in collective bargaining sessions to fobby for
guaranteed salary increases the way other positions in the City do. Due to this factor,
ADA salaries have fallen behind in determining fair compensation for the value of their
work. I believe it is well within the financial wherewithal of this City to address this
problem.

The ADA position is quite unique in that it requires a law degree and a successful passing
of the NYS Bar exam in order to qualify for the job. The cost of undergraduate school
and law school has become so exorbitant that it is not unusual for young ADAs to have
well over $100,000 in outstanding loans after they complete law school. A major portion
of their paychecks is spent on paying off those loans and little is left over for basic living
expenses. The cost of living has risen while the prosecutors’ salaries have remained the
same. Rents, in particular, have been steadily rising as the housing market crawls along.
Many ADAs cannot even alford their own apartment and are forced to share housing,
especially those who have relocated from outside of the City. Others must continue (o
live in their parent’s homes if they are from the area.

There is no equity for salaries of our mid-level to senior ADAs, in particular when
3



compared to other positions in the City. The lack of bargaining power and a structured
tiered progressive salary path is the main reason for that. For example, a Police Officer
after 5.5 years of City service achieves top pay and earns $90,829 in total pay according
to the NYPD website. Those earnings increase if the Police Officer is required to work
overtime, which is pensionable. Conversely, an ADA in my office with the same years of
experience is paid $70,192. Additionally, that same ADA routinely works well over 40
hours per week, but receives no overtime as compensation. This makes for quite an
interesting comparison. A typical day for both might involve that same Police Officer
meeting with that ADA working together on a case. Yet, the Police Officer is earning
significantly more money, even though they are both equally contributing. The salary
discrepancy exists with other criminal justice agencies as well. A New York City
Correction Officer earns $85,364 after 5.5 years of City service. While not as much as a
Police Officer, it is still a considerable amount more than an ADA with comparable years
ol service. These three positions are integral players in the criminal justice process, but
clearly, one is not being fairly compensated and that one has the greatest educational
costs to repay. As an example, one of my ADAs graduated from Duke University and
Georgetown Law School. Both are very prestigious institutions, but also very expensive,
The Police Officer and the Correction Officer titles require only 2 years of college
education. The ADA is required to have 7 years of education and consequently more
outstanding loans, but makes substantially less salary, The Police Officer and the
Correction Officer both deserve the salaries they are making. Assistant District
Attorneys should also be fairly compensated for their contribution to the safety of our
residents, but are not.

From a historical perspective, on September 11, 2001, the Office of the Richmond
County District Attorney had 57 Assistant District Attorneys (ADAs) and 68 non-legal
support staff, which included the Detective Investigator’s Squad. By 2004, when I
assumed the office of District Attorney, we had 47 ADAs handling 9,433 cases with the
assistance of 58 administrative staff employees. Currently, we have 46 prosecutors and
62 non-legal staff handling over 11,000 cases annually. In 2008, the caseload spiked to
over 13,000 cases. Additionally, our budget has been reduced numerous times over the
past 13 years. While the budget has been partially restored at different time intervals,
funding is still needed to bring my office back to the same staffing level it was in 2001, [
have sent a new needs request to the Mayor’s Office of Management and Budget (OMB)
for additional personal services (PS) funding in the amount of $1.1 million.

Recently, my office was notified by OMB that additional funding was available for new
initiatives. While I am extremely happy about this additional funding, ADA’s salaries
still remain a major issue for my office.



CONCLUSION

The first responsibility of government is the safety of its residents. I ask that the City
Council work with the Mayor to find a way to address my concerns.

Thank you again for your time and I look forward to working closely with the
members of the New York City Council to help resolve these important issues.
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Robert T. Johnson,
Bronx County District Attorne

This was a good year for pub-
lic safety and a bad year for crime.
In 2013 there were 83 homicides
in the Bronx, 87% fewer than in
1990 and 27% fewer than in 2012,
There were 30% fewer shooting
victims. Rape was down by 10%,
robbery was down by 6%, burglary
was down by 7%, and auto grand
larceny was down by 12%. The news
is not entirely positive. Felonious
assault was up by 13%, and (non-
auto) grand larceny also rose by
9%,

Crime remains very low by his-
toric standards, but the continuing
and disturbing reality is that as in
prior years, Bronx residents still suf-
fer from a disproportionately high
crime rate. The numbers are virtu-
ally identical to fast year. With 16.9
% of the City's population, in 2013
Bronx County experienced one in
four of the City's felony assaults,
nearly one in four of its robberies,
and one in five of its rapes. Some
29% of all of the City’s Domestic
Violence Incident Reports originat-
ed in the Bronx.

nﬁuai Report 2013

“As ever, in addition to criminal prosecution we

employ a wide variety of tools to fight crime. These

include diversionary and treatment programs, par-
ticipation in specialized courts addressing drug

treatment and mental health, and numerous educa-

tional, training, and community-based efforts’”

In 2013, we prosecuted 4,869
felony cases, a significant increase
from last year's 4,350. The decline
in the proportion of narcotics cases
continued; they now comprise 34%
of the total, a slight decrease from
last year’s 35% of the total.

As usual, there were some
standout cases, which are recount-
ed in more detail in the body of
this report. For example, advances
in DNA technology enabled us to
try and convict Robert Fleming
for the 1988 double homicide of
Selina Cooper and her nine-year-
old daughter Joi. Fleming was sen-
tenced to 25 years to life impris-
onment, the maximum sentence
permitted by law. Another case
involving violent crime was that
of Luis Vasquez, who along with
several accomplices, carried out the
planned shooting and robbery of
a Bronx wholesale food distributor
who was known to carry a large
amount of cash. Vasquez was con-
victed of robbery and assault, and
sentenced to concurrent terms of

25 years imprisonment,

In the area of economic crime,
this year a long term investigation
into several tri-state identity theft
rings successfully terminated in the
conviction of several defendants,
who were part of an elaborate
operation that fraudulently raided
customers’ JP Morgan/Chase bank
accounts. Bank losses totaled more
than 1.5 million dollars. The investi-
gation ultimately involved coopera-
tion with the US Secret Service and
the US Postal Service, eavesdrop-
ping warrants and physical surveil-
lance as well as other investiga-
tive techniques. Some thirty people
were arrested and indicted, and
hundreds of counterfeit documents
were seized. These included drivers’
licenses, immigration documents,
and counterfeitchecks, aswell as the
equipment used to produce them.
The prosecution is continuing. So
far, two of the more significant con-
victions were those of Shawn Fagan
and Markese Jones, principal figures
in the scheme. Fagan pled guilty to
Enterprise Corruption and was sen-
tenced to 6% to 13 years imprison-



ment. Jones was sentenced to 3 to
9 years imprisonment.

These cases, and many oth-
ers, are more fully described in
the following report. As ever, in
addition to criminal prosecution
we employ a wide variety of tools

to fight crime. These include
diversionary and treatment pro-
grams, participation in specialized
courts addressing drug treatment
and mental health, and numerous
educational, training, and commu-

nity-based efforts. These too are
described below.

As in previous years we will
continue to strive to do the very
best we can to maintain the high-
est level of public service.
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Bronx County has made remarkable progress against crime in the past two decades. For 17
consecutive years there have been fewer than 200 homicides in the County. In 2013 there were 83
homicides in the Bronx, 87% fewer than in 1990 and 27% fewer than 2012. This decrease contrib-
uted to the overall 73% decline in violent crime over that period. Robberies, for example, have
been reduced by 75% since 1990,

The long-term trend of declining crime continued in 2013. The Bronx Times declared in a
headline on January 9, 2014, "Borough crime decline feads city.” In 2013, almost every major cat-
egory of crime complaint tracked by the NYPD declined over 2012, Murder was down 27%, rape
was down 10%, robbery was down 6%, burglary was down 7%, and grand larceny auto was down
12%. There were 30% fewer shooting victims. In a speech in December 2013 at an event hosted
by the Partnership for New York City, then Mayor Michael Bloomberg said, "Today the Bronx is
safe and people are starting to do business there”

Vio‘entcrime _. : .. : . i
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While crime rates remain at
historically low levels, the news is
not completely positive. Two cat-
egories of crime complaints that
showed increases in 2073 were
felonious assauit {up 13% to 5.467)
and grand larceny (up 9% to 5,564).
Despite the long-term decline in

e asaer ey

New York City Police i

crime, Bronx residents continue to
suffer from a disproportionately
high crime rate, With only 16.9% of
the City's population, in 2013 Bronx
County witnessed more than one
in four of the City's felony assaults,
one in five of its rapes, and nearly
one in four of its robberies, giving

the county the highest per capita
incidence of murder, rape, robbery,
and felonious assault among the
five counties that comprise New
York City. The 68,978 Domestic
Violence Incident Reports originat-
ing in the Bronx represented 29%
of all those filed in New York City.

Bronx Vloient Cr;me 2013

Percentage of Citywide Violent Crrme'v Populatl n e
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While crime complaints have fallen dramatically, Bronx arrests have risen 66% since 1990, The Bronx District
Attorney’s Office indicted 4,869 felony-level defendants in 2013. Narcotics cases accounted for 34% of the felony

prosecutions in Bronx County.

" Bronx District Attomey S Ofﬂce i H N
Felony Prosecutions: 2013 = p‘,?;ieiit?;}f& agee
4]
34.0% 7.0% Weapons, 11.7% Other
Narcotics
9.2% Assault
5.3%
Homicide
and
Attempted
Homicide
2.0% Sex Crimes
6.2% Burglary
o
4.5% CPSP & Larceny 20.1% Robbery
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VIOLENT CRIME

Violence comes in many forms--such as assault, robbery, and homicide - and its victims have many different
faces—young, old, male, female. The four cases presented here are very different from one another, but ali illus-
trate the tragic consequences of violence. In the first case, DNA evidence solved a double homicide fong after the
murders were committed. In the second case, a robbery resulted in the shooting of a local Bronx businessman.
In the next case which involved excessive force, four NYC correction officers allegedly assaulted an inmate. In the
last case, an incident of domestic violence left the victim in critical condition at a local hospital for an extended
period of time.

DNA Helps Solve Double Homicide Cold Case -

On February 29, 1988, at about
7 am Phyliss Lift!e went to the apart-
ment of her gfanddaughter s mother, .
Selina Cooper, to plck up her 9- year*oid
granddaughter, Joi, over whom she had

custody. Joi had Spéﬂ‘t the weekend wn:h_
her mother and it was time for her to go .
to school. When Ms. thtle enterec! the .

apartment, she found a horrlﬁc 5cene
Joi and Selina were bound with their .
nightgowns lifted over their shoulders.
Selina’s hands, feet and neck were tied
and Joi had bled profusely from the vagi-
nal area due to sexual trauma. Both had
died of asphyxiation, Selina by means of
ligature, Joi by manual strangulation.
There were no eyewitnesses to
the crime. Over the years, two persons
came forward to blame different men,
Both “witnesses” were substance abusers
and gave inconsistent statements that
changed substantially with each inter-
view. A third man, Robert Fleming, was
interviewed the night of the murders. He
admitted to living with Selina in the past,
but said he had not seen Selina since he

had moved out about a month before
the murders
‘When these murders were com-

' n‘a;tted DNA was in its infancy as a foren-
- sic tool. Blood samples and swabs from

Se_lana and Joi, as well as from bed sheets,

“were sent to a private laboratory in Mary-
“land. Unfortunately, the only method
of DNA testing then available required a
- i_a_rg'e sample, and there was no data bank

of DNA profiles from convicted criminals
against which to test the crime scene
evidence. Nonetheless, over the next
few years, blood samples of suspects and
witnesses who said they had been in or
near the apartment during that late Feb-
ruary weekend were sent to the private
laboratory. All were excluded as possible
suspects.

The Cold Case Squad joined the
investigative team. Although every De-
tective and Police Officer who spent time
on this investigation remained in con-
tact with the ADAs assigned to the case
- helping whenever they could - there
was no resolution. New stories emerged

Annual Rei;){:zr%: 201 3




DNA Helps Solve Double Homicide Cold Case

{Continued)

about who abused and killed Joi and
Selina, but all proved to be dead ends.
Only amprovements in DNA testing couid
resolve the case.
In the late 1990s, the Office of

the Chief Medical Examiner of the City
of New York (OCME) opened a forensic
biology department and began to test
DNA using the PCR method. PCR {equ:res
only a small DNA samp[e for compar:son
OCME also matches its DNA findings in
the CODIS data bank to the DNA proﬁies
of con_wcted oﬁenderﬁ_who hav_e com-
mitted certain crimes. In 2000, DNA tak-
en from the bed sheets in Selina’s apart-
ment was matched in CODIS t6 Robert
Fleming's DNA file. Fleming's DNA profile
had been captured during a twanty’year
criminal career that included ccnvsctsons
for drug sales, attempted robbery, tres-
passing, larceny and weapons possession.

~ The problem for investigators was
that Robert Fleming had isved in Selina’s
apartment Accordlng!y, DNA on the

sheets did not alone prove that he had

killed Joi and Selina. However, in 2003
the sampl_es_of_ SeEma s and J__os sbody

fluids that were initially sent to the pri-
vate lab in Maryland were recovered, still
in their original packaging. Now able to
yield results from minimal genetic materi-
al, the tests concluded that the male DNA
profile in swabs taken from the victims’
vaginal and rectal areas matched Robert
Fleming’ s profile, With this finding, the
mvestlgattons into their deaths and into
Selina’s and Fleming's feEatzonshlp were
re- energ ized. Uftzmately, the case was
presented to the Grand Jury of Bronx
County, which indicted Robert Fleming
for the int@ntibnai murders, and murders
in the course of sex acts, C‘Jf Joi Little and
Selina Cooper ) '

In2013 a Jury returned gutlty ver-
dicts on two counts of mtentlonal mur-
der, one each for Jo; and for Seima, and
on September 4, 2013, the Hon. Margaret
Clancy sentenced Robert Fiemmg to the
maximurm SHCBS’CQFBtIOn permltted uﬂder
the laws in force in 1988: Sentences of 25
years to life to be served consecutively,
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Conviction Of Luis Vasquez In Connection With The Robbery
And Shooting Assault Of Local Businessman

On September 16, 2010, a Bronx
wholesale food distributor ended the
workday as usual with a half block
walk from his place of business to his
parked car on Lafayette Avenue As
Luis Vasquez, Francisco Caideron, and
two female accomplices already knew,
the businessman carrsed a black satchel
filled with cash. The group had spent the
previous days anafyzmg his movements
in preparation for a robbery. 5

After waiting in their car for two
hours, Calderon and one of the female
accomplices approached the business-
man as he left his workplace. Even
before he could react, Calderon shot the
businessman and took the satchel, which
on this night contained approximateiy
$28,000. In his role as getaway driver,
Vasquez pulled their car around froma
nearby block and ptcked up Calderon
and the female accomplice. '

The perpetrators did not know
that a retired sanitation worker was
parked in the area and had observed the
entire incident. A chase began, as the
good samaritan pursued the perpetrators
by car from the crime scene for about 30
minutes, communicating with police at
each turn to help them locate the group.
Once the witness managed to flag-down
police officers, the chase ended, but only

briefly. Vasquez turned off the car en-
gine and pretended to surrender, only to
restart the car and drive off for a second
high-speed chase. _

Three of the four defendants were
apprehended that evening. Although
Vasquez fled on foot, he left behind his
wallet and other personal identification,
He was subsequently caught after an al-
tercation with E Yoré_kefs police officer, in
which he pushed the officer into highway
traffic. Vazquez was tried and convscted
of that crime in Westchester before bemg
tried for the Lafayette Avenue robbery
and shooting '

Calderon pled guslty to muitlple
charges in 2013 and is serving a sentence
of twenty years ;mpnsonment

Vasquez, who exerclsed his a‘lght
to go to trial, was swsftly_fo_und guilty by
a Bronx jury on two robbery counts and
one assault charge. On July 1, 2013, he
was sentenced to three concurrent 25
year terms of imprisonment for his Bronx
crimes, which will run consecutivelyto
his ten year sentence for the Westchester
assault.
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Four New York City Correction Officers Indicted For Allegedly As-
saulting An Inmate And Attempting To Cover Up The Incident -

On April 8, 2014, a Grand Jury
indicted four New York City Correction -
Officers for allegedly assaulting a Rikers
Island inmate and for filing false reports
in order to justify their use of force. The
19-count indictment charges Correction

Officers Michael Dorsainvil, Christopher - -
Huggins, and Mark Anglin with Attempt- -

ed Gang Assault in the first and second
degrees, Attempted Assault in the first
degree, Assault in the second degree,
Official Misconduct, Falsifying Business
Records in the first degree, and Offering
a False Instrument forFiling in the first
degree. The indictments are merely ac-
. cusations. - Ll e e
The case began on March 15,

2013, at the George Motchan Detention

Center on Rikers [sland. Theindictments -

allege that as Carl Williamis, a Rikers -

inmate; was being escorted backtothe - -

facility following a court appearance, he
reportedly began to curse at the officers,
because they confiscated a bag he was -
carrying and threw it into the garbage.

Allegedly, three defendants piaced Wil- - .
liams into a holding cell, held him down

on the floor and struck hirn repeatedly,
while Donnelley observed from outside -
the cell. Williams later received medi--

cal attention for contusions, bumps and -

cuts to his face and head, including nine

stitches 1o his mouth.

During the Department of Cor-
rection’s routine use of force review, and:
as witnesses gave their accounts of the
incident, discrepancies began to appear
in the defendants’ story. The defendants
allegedly claimed that they had inter-.
vened because Williams threatened to
hang himself, but those alleged written
official accounts were contradicted by
Department of Correction video record-
ings of the incident. . -

- i the defendants are convicted .
of the most serious charges, Attempted .
Gang Assault in the first degree and At-
tempted Assault in the first degree, both.
Class C violent felony offenses, they wiil . -
face a maximum sentence of up to 15
years imprisonment. The fourth Officer,
Ronald Donnelley, has been charged only
with Official Misconduct, Offering a False -
Instrument for Filing in the first degree
and Falsifying Business Records in the
first degree, Donnelley faces a maximum -
sentence of up to four years imprison- - .
ment if convicted of the most serious -
Class E felony charges dealing with falsi- . -
fying official reports. The Defendants are
currently released on bail ranging up to -
$200,000 as they await trial.- .
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The Bronx District Attorney's Office Announces The Conviction
Of 26 Year Old Keith Bailey For Arson, Attempted Murder And

Coercion

On December 22, 2010, Keith
Bailey and his girlfriend, Quasona Cobb,
were involved in a violent domestic
dispute. Cobb wanted to end her rela-
tionship with Bailey. He responded by
grabbing Cobb by the hair and dragging
her from the bedroom of their apart-
ment into the living room, where he
restrained her on the floor and poured
flammable oil onto Cobb's face and hair.
While holding a lighter in his hand, Bailey
threatened, “You don't want to be with
me? No other man is going to have you.
I'm going to light you on fire” The next
morning, after Bailey left for work, Cobb
had the locks changed and reported the
incident to the Police. S

On December 26, Bailey wanted
access to their apartment to retrieve -
his personal belongings. He contacted
Arlene Gordon, Cobb's mother, who
agreed to meet him at the apartment.
Surveillance from inside the building
showed Bailey and Gordon entering the
apartment together. Bailey then exited

and entered the apartment several times
to make trips to the trash compactor, but -

the video showed that Gordon never left.
Bailey left the apartment for the last time
approximately one hour after he and
Gordon had arrived.

Building tenants soon alerted the

super that the elevators were stuck on
the first floor. When he checked the fire
alarm, the super observed that sprinklers
had gone off on the 11th floor. When he
went to investigate, the super saw water
flowing from under the door of apart-
ment 11C. He entered using his master
key and observed blood all over the
walls and the floor inside the apartment.
Hearing a voice from the smoke-filled
bedroom, he found Gordon face down
on the floor with a plastic bag wrapped
over her head and torso. He ripped open
the bag and saw bloody lacerations on
Gordon’s head and face. She was unre-
sponsive and was gasping for air
Ms, Gordon lay in critical condi-

tion at the hospital for an extended-
period of time. Bailey had inflicted burns
to approximately 20% of her body, and
she remained on a ventilator and under
sedation, Gordon's extensive injuries
included traumatic brain injury, blind-
ness in one eye, amputated fingers, and a
fused elbow. Subsequently, she suffered
through several skin graft surgeries -

On June 10, 2013, Bailey pled
guilty to Arson in the First Degree, At-
tempted Murder, and Coercion before
State Supreme Court Justice Newman,
who sentenced him to eighteen years to
life in prison.
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Druc CRIME

The Bronx District Attorney's Office approaches drug crime with a combination of careful screening, treat-
ment alternatives and vigorous prosecution of cases. The latter contributes to the high proportion of convicted
drug sellers who receive state prison sentences. In addition to being tough on for-profit sellers, the Office offers
many Bronx defendants drug treatment as an alternative to incarceration. In 2013, more than 700 drug-involved
defendants were diverted to treatment. Drug arrests have decreased in recent years, resulting in a reduction in
both the number of felony drug prosecutions and the percentage of the caseload that these cases comprise. In
1996 drug cases accounted for more than 65% of the Office’s felony-level defendants. In 2013, just 34% of Bronx
felony defendants were prosecuted on drug charges, Nevertheless, drug crime is still a very serious problem in
the Bronx.

Indictment for Possession of Marijuana

In February 2012, the property
manager of 2243 Ryer Avenue observed
that a new large wall had been construct-
ed in the building’s basement a few feet
from the front door of the superinten-
dent’s apartment, in the area where he
was the sole tenant.

At first the property manager
simply told Wilson Salazar, the super, to
take down the wall, as it violated the New
York City building code, Salazar then as-
sured the property manager over sey-
eral months that he would take the wall
down, but never did, despite the proper-
ty manager’s repeated requests. On April
2, 2012, the property manager asked one
last time about the wall, and the defen-
dant told him that he had taken it down.
When the property manager went to
the basement to look for himself, he saw
that the wall was still there. The property
manager then instructed Salazar to get
some tools, because they were going to
take the wall down at that moment.

The property manager broke
through the wall himself and was imme-

diately overwhelmed by a rush of hot air
and a strong odor of marijuana, When he
looked inside, the manager observed a
small room filled with numerous marijua-
na plants, which the now broken wall had
enclosed in an airtight, windowless grow-
ing space. The defendant said "please
don't call the police, | don't want to getin
trouble.”

This marijuana grow house was a
sizeable operation. The 40 plants alone
had a street value of approximately
$40,000. The equipment, which included
large heating lamps, transformers and
state-of-the-art carbon filter were worth
thousands of dollars more. The property
manager, Cesar Torres , is a retired NYPD
homicide detective, and this apartment
building was located less than a block
from the 46th precinct. So much evi-
dence was recovered that every vehicle
used to transport evidence back to the
precinct was completely full, and the
officers had to follow behind the cars on
foot back to the precinct.
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Indictment for Possession of Marijuana

{Continued)

At trial, the defense maintained
that someone else had erected the wall,
and that the defendant was unaware of
what lay behind and was merely paid
for the space and his silence. The jury
was not convinced. Convicted on March
6, 2013, on the top count of Possession
of Marijuana in the First Degree, Salazar
was sentenced on April 11, 2013,t0 3 2
years imprisonment, plus two years post
release supervision.
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DruUG TREATMENT ALTERNATIVE TO
Prison (DTAP)

Bronx prosecutors have had
substantial success in placing drug
offenders in treatment programs.
Between 1993 and 2013, more than
16,700 Bronx defendants were placed
in drug treatment programs as an
alternative to incarceration, In late
1995, through the TASC program, this
Office began placing offenders with
prior non-violent felony convictions in

ATl programs. We first received DTAP
funding in 1998. From 1998 through
2013, the Office placed 3,947 defen-
dantsindrug treatment through DTAP.
The DTAP model involves: (1) identifi-
cation of drug-involved offenders; (2)
assessment of the offender's drug and
alcchol treatment needs; (3) refer-
ral to appropriate treatment; and (4)
continuous case management. Bronx
participants in the DTAP program are
required to pled guilty to a class B
felony. If they complete the program,

their felony plea is set aside, and they
are permitted to pled guilty to a mis-
demeanor. However, those who with-
draw or fail to complete the program
satisfactorily generally receive a sen-
tence of three years in prison and two
years post-release supervision.

. Sowurce:

7 Drug Treatment Enrollment =
A998 = 2013 -
- PROGRAD 1983 - 2090 2011 ZG12 20493 TOTAL
 DTAP 3,678 140 102 130 3,947
. BX Treatment Court 1,780 ae 0 0 1,819
. Mental Health Court 1,091 58 45 65 1,269
. BX Treatment Misd. Court 1,182 &4 4z &* 1,294
_ Other Residential 4,327 127 89 114 4,657
_ Other 2,562 123 85 156 2,926
. Judicial Diversion*” 110 242 251 236 839
L TOTAL 14,627 783 &14 o7 8,741

Office of Bronx District Attorney

: Drug Treatment Alternatives to Prison (DTAP) is for predicate offenders. “Other
Residential” includes first-time offenders placed in residential programs. “Other” includes
Extended Willard Drug Treatment, residential and outpatient programs and first-fime and

predicate defendants.

* Following the “demerger” of the Bronx Criminal and Supreme courts in late 2012, OCA

closed the misdemeanor treatment court

due to a lack of

emand for misdemeanor drug

treatment. Some MICA (mentally il chemical abuse) defendants arrested for misdemeanors
may still he enrollied in treatment programs

**Since 2010, the Bronx Court has classified cases even with District Atforney’s consent
as Judicial Diversion. The District Attorney’s Office consents to approximately 95% of all

diversions.
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Successful Treatment as an Alternative to Incarceration

On January 24, 2012, 44-year-old
Max (pseudonym) was arrested in the
Bronx for selling heroin. Max was referred
to TASC for placement in a residential
drug treatment program.

Max is one of three children. He
was born in Puerto Rico. He graduated
from high school in 1985. His longest job
was working for 15 years as a barber. Prior
to his arrest, Max was living with his com-
mon law spouse in the Bronx. He has one
child, who he visits reqularly.

During assessment, Max reported
an addiction to alcohol and heroin. He
began using alcohol at the age of 16. At
28, Max began using heroin daily until he
was prescribed methadone to stop his
cravings for heroin.

On December 12, 2012, Max pled
guilty to criminal sale of a controlled
substance with the condition that he
complete a residential drug treatment
program through DTAP. Max continuous-

ly submitted negative toxicology results
and received favorable progress reports
while in treatment. He was described as
being "engaged in his treatment pro-
cess;” he verbalized his “desire to remain
clean and sober;” and he “actively partici-
pated in his relapse prevention groups
and individual counseling.”

-Max completed the residential
portion of treatment in July 2013. He
enrolled in the Apex Technical School,
majoring in Auto Mechanics. He graduat-
ed in October 2013 with a 3.6 grade point
average. He was also able to maintain -
part-time employment.

After Max completed his court-or-
dered obligations, his felony indictment
was withdrawn and reduced to an A
misdemeanor. He was then sentenced to
a Conditional Discharge. Max_ reports that
he looks forward to spending time with
his wife and completing college.
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TECHNOLOGY

Advancements in DNA technology and the success of the DNA databanks have revolutionized law
enforcement and created a powerful crime fighting tool for prosecutors. When properly documented, col-
lected and stored, biological evidence can be analyzed to produce a reliable DNA profile years, even decades,
after a crime has occurred. Today prosecutors who understand which evidence may vield a DNA profile and
how to use that evidence effectively can do more than just identify a suspect; they can place a known indi-
vidual at a crime scene, refute a claim of self-defense, or exonerate the innocent.

DNA also presents challenges for prosecutors, To utilize it effectively and responsibly, prosecutors must
ensure that potential DNA evidence is properly collected at the crime scene, sent to the laboratory for testing,
and propertly analyzed based on its potential value to a particular case. Prosecutors must have adequate train-
ing to understand test results, to assess their significance, and to present the findings to a jury in a meaningful

fashion.

DNA PROSECUTIONS

The DNA  Prosecutions
Director of this Office advises
ADAs on a broad range of DNA-
related issues that involve forensic
science to enhance investigations
and prosecutions. The Director
provides grand jury and trial assis-
tance, as well as continuing legal
education training, to ensure that
the Office uses the most current
forensic evidence practices. The
Director also reviews and responds
to requests and motions by the
defense for post-conviction DNA
testing. Recent efforts in 2013
have continued work originally
funded through the Cold Case
grant project, responding to fre-
quent Frye motions concerning
the use of Low Copy Number DNA
testing and the application of the
Forensic Statistical Tool in criminal
case work.

Low copy number (“LCN")
testing is also referred to as "high
sensitivity” DNA testing. LCN test-
ing focuses on the same genetic

Afwm,sa%! Renart 2013

markers utilized in regular high
copy number DNA testing. LCN
DNA testing uses the same proce-
dures as traditional DNA testing
with only slight modifications to
increase the sensitivity of the test-
ing process. Such testing allows a
DNA profile to be developed using
much smaller amounts of DNA
then traditional DNA testing.
Forensic  Statistical Tool
("FST"} assists scientists in inter-
preting DNA mixtures by calculat-
ing a statistical weight for evidence
and reference sample comparisons,
particularly for mixtures of DNA
that cannot be deconvoluted. The
FST software provides a quantita-
tive weight to interpretations that
would otherwise be qualitative.
This is referred to as a 'likelihood
ratio” (LR). Likelihood ratios are sta-
tistics relating to the likelihood of
one scenario over another. In foren-
sic DNA analysis the first scenario
is the probability that a particular
suspect contributed to a mixture
of DNA detected on an item of evi-
dence, while the second scenario

is the probability that unknown,
unrelated individuals (and not the
defendant) contributed to a mix-
ture of DNA detected on an item
of evidence. The statistical calcula-
tions are generated by computer
algorithms which employ a con-
ventional mathematical equation
commonly used in the scientific
community.




- DNA Matches Solve 'Qém@g S

_ COMMERCIAL PAT‘!‘ERN ROBBERY The v;cﬂm was work;ng at a dett when the defendant o
;umped behind the defi counter where ’she cash regsster was located. The defendant punched the vzctlm in
the face. During the struggle the wctsm swung a, metat spatula at defendants head, knockmg his basebali' |
cap off info the sink. The defendant took cash from the cash reglster and ran out. The basebait hat was |
. 'a“etﬂeved by | the potuce and submitted for DNA testing. i.ater ihat same day the defendant approached the
) cashler at another store and threatened the wctsm The entire incident was caught on suwenEance video. The
DNA testmg came hack 1o a knawn convicted offender who had absconded to Ecuador after these incidents.
When he attempted to reenter the couniry, NYPD was nottﬁed and he was arrested The defendaai pled
o 'guzlty and a’ecewed ihree years SR o

ROBBERY SOLVED BY BLOOD STAIN - Early in the morning, the victim was walking to the sub-
way on his way to work when he was approached by the defendant from behind. The assailant put the victim
into a choke hold with both arms. Durmg the ensting struggie both fell to the ground The assailant puthis -
© + hand over the victim's mouth. The victim was ablé to bite the assatlant’s ﬁngers causmg them to bleed. The
assailant grabbed the victim’s bag which contained his driver's !tcense TLC license, soc:sal security card, EZ
pass, monthly metro cafd and address book. The assailant's blood was found on the back of victim's jacket '
The jacket was stibmitted for forensic testing and the DNA prof ile matched the assatiant s DNA proﬁie which :
was already on ﬁle with the NYS DNA database This match led to the arrest and mdtctment of a ciefendant -
on multiple charges mcludmg Robbery in the Second Degree ' = S

SERIAL RAPIST LINKED TO TWO RAPES . Siephen Robinson committed two separate
_stranger sexual assauits in 2009 within days of each other, The young women, 17 and 18 at the time, were -

_ _appmached by the defen(iant and forced into ihe same abandened bualdtng at gunposnt DNAwas recovered : S
at both crime sCenes which linked boih the defendant and his brother to the scene. Both men ware regis- B
tered sex offenders. Both victims' were able to 1dent;fy thalr aﬁac&er cfurmg Emeups but the DNA evzdence :
-cencluswely Iznked the ciefendant io both crime scenes ' 8 : AL o

» BURGLARY SOLVED BY DISCARDED SODA CAN - Two defendants broke into a Chinese. :
restaurant via a hole in the ceiling of the building. DNA was recovered from a soda can and a cigarette butt i
left at the scene aﬁerthe restaurant was cleaned and chsed for the night. The male profiles from these 1tems L
came back to two conwcted oﬁenders alraac!y on ﬁie with ihe NYS DNA database . ' '
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___and his glrlfraend were reiurnmg home frem work when ihey were confroated at the front of their apartment
'door by muttspfe masked men wearang ski masks and latex gfoves armed wzth duct tape and mace The _

LATEX GLO\!E FQUNQ AT SCENE LlE\iKEB ?'0 ATTEMPTED MURDER - The victim

| ‘men demanded money Gurmg the ensumg struggle the victim was shot in the fane catzsang serto&s and

| _";Jermanaﬂt d;sf‘ guremerrt to his Jaw As the defendants fled, they left behmd a iatax glove a ski mask and

o an 4m1tatmn plstoi DNA testmg on the latex giove reveaied a ma{e DNA praf ile whlch matched a parsonf.'_ -

- _";JrevmusEy in the DNA databank

o _ gagged w;th duct tape in her apartment on Bathgaie Avenue The cause of death was asphyxnatlon In 2009 o |

| a DNA ffom a ptece of giove found on the victim's body 1dentiﬁed Mano Castro, who was in the NYS EDE\%A__

DNA SOLVES cOLD CASE On E}ecember 19 2006 Terasa Reyes was foand dead bound and:' i

_ '_'_databank after a prior robbery conwct:oa in E\Eew York County Further mvestegaﬁoﬂ itnked addstaoaai peopie _ _' _' _: .
o  to this crime ancludmg several of the sus;)ectsfr;eﬂds Dunng the mvesngataon it’ was determmed that one
L _'of the v:c’eam 5 reEat;ves ihrough marnaga had Eaamed that she had a large sum of maney in the apartmeﬂt-' '

_ '_ " and pianned a home invasion with the defendant In July 20?3 E\!lam:; Castro was convmted of feiony murder _:: :
- 'and sentenced to 25 yeafs io Etfe for hns roIe in ihe mufder R ' -

- COLD CASE MURDER sowea, couvsc'r:on FGLLOWS On March 16, 1993 Aliragfacza e

Valdez was discovered stabbed to death in her apaﬁment at 1170 Gerafci Avenue Bronx where she had o o

i _'recenﬂy moved Palice forced their way into the apartment and foaad the wc’s;m who was in her eariy twenm__' o
» _t;es ina pooi of biood iyar;g face up, naked from the wasst down and waih her legs spread An ;nveslzgainonf; i

R was commeaceci by the 44 Precmci ancﬁ ihe Crsme Scene Unit cftscevered a steak knife iael;eved to be the L

- murcfer weapon in the medlcme cabmet in the bathreom The mvestjgat:an also reveaied that the victim had -

_ been da’ang acab drwer‘ named Angef at the time of her death but no further mformatl(m abeat him was
_' uncovered The autopsy showed the vscttm had been stabbed five times in the neck The Medical Examaner o

- - took vaginal swabs and prepared a sexual assauit evaluation kit wh;ch was sent for testmg The Fﬂrertsac

' Bso[ogy Umt of the Ofﬁce of Ch;ef Medacal Exam:ner determmed that semen was present on the vagmal-' :
swabs. at ihat time and a DNA proﬁle was developed usmg an eariy DNA tesi‘ Based on the DNA pfoﬁie_ E
'deveioped some suspects were ruEed oat o

- 2003, detectwes from the Celd Case Apprehensmn Squad re»opened the mvestzgatson as part of a o
a pol ce iniative to look into coid case homzmdes where 1here mlght be DNA ewdance The detectwes con-
. tacted the Fogeasrc B;oiogy Lahoratory and requested a new analys;s from the vagtna§ swabs taken from ’ihe_'

' victim usmg more advanced, sensitive DNA techmques in 2008, the Forenszc; Bmiogy Laboraicry repcrteci o

*‘htt" from the DNA Databank to Angei Gurldyg the defeﬁdant i}etectwes Iocated the defertdant in the

' Dom;mcan Repubhe and i in May, 2012, foiiowsng a lengthy exiracfttzon grccess the defendant was arrested .
- and retumed to New York. to stand trial. Gundy was convicted of Murder in the Second Degree foliowmg a -
jury trtal and was sentenced to 25 years to life on March 5, 2014. ;
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[NTERNET CRIMES AGAINST
CHILDREN

Ever-increasing access to
computers and the internet opens
doors for both children and adults
to acquire a wealth of information
without ever having to leave their
homes. Unfortunately, however,
the availability of this technology
may also give sexual predators
access to our children, According
to the U.S. Census 2010, there are
close to 400,000 Bronx residents
who are under the age of 18. Many
of them use computers daily. In
2001 this Office received a fed-
eral grant to establish an [nternet
Crimes Against Children {ICAC)
Investigative Satellite initiative.
Through this program, detectives
and assistant district attorneys
have developed excellent con-

tacts in the law enforcement com-
munity, with whom they share
ideas and expertise. The agen-
cies include New York State's ICAC
Task Force and Attorney General,
District Attorneys’ Offices, the
New York State District Attorneys
Association, US. Customs, the
Federal Bureau of Investigation
and the U.S. Secret Service. In
addition, members of the Satellite
Task Force are members of numer-
ous other task forces and commit-
tees dedicated to the investiga-
tion and prosecution of internet
crimes against children.

The explosive growth of the
internet over the last decade has
been accompanied by an increase
in associated crimes, including
crimes committed against chil-
dren. The majority of these crimes
involve the dissemination of por-

nographic images. They are com-
mitted by people from all waiks
of life, including doctors, law-
yers, clergy, teachers and even
law enforcement professionals.
The perpetrators often seem to
believe that they are insulated
from prosecution due to the rela-
tive anonymity of the internet.
The harmful effects on children
can be enormous and endur-
ing. Perpetrators of these crimes
are identified through the use
of undercover officers who enter
cyber “chat rooms” and engage
in explicit sexual chats, posing as
someone the predator believes
to be a minor. This is often a time
consuming process because the
predator’s trust must be gained.
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FINANCIAL CrRIME

Newspapers report almost daily on financial crimes fueled by technology, such as internet scams that prom-
ise millions of dollars in exchange for personal information and identity thefts that allow predators to sell victims’
homes without their knowledge. However, some thieves steal the old fashioned way, without assistance from
computers or other sophisticated technology. Some of these crimes deprive victims, both individuals and busi-
nesses, of hundreds of thousands of dollars. Sometimes the "victim” of financial crime is a government, such as
New York City or State, Since 2005 this Office has received grants from NY State under the Crimes Against Revenue
Program (CARP). Funds from CARP grants support prosecutors, detective investigators and forensic accountants
to investigate and prosecute individuals and corporations that steal from NY State and/or NY City by failing to pay
sales or income taxes. In some cases, the amounts owed may reach hundreds of thousands or even millions of dol-
fars. The sentences for convictions of such crimes include restitution to the state and/or city of the taxes owed.

The case below illustrates how identity theft can quickly affect many innocent victims.

dentity TheftRing

Our Office continues to see steady o
i phySlcaE surveillance resulted in the in-
:dlctment and arrest of over th;rty individ-

growth in financial fraud, mc[udfng em-

bezzlement, elder financial abuse, s__den»t.- -'

tity theft, welfare fraud, housing fraud,
labor and workers’ compensataon fraud
and i nsurance fraud and tax off@nses
One case illustrates the wide-ranging -

financial connections that are sometames -

uncovered in these cases.

~_ Responding to the complaints of
area JP Morgan/Chase customers, who
reported that their account funds had
been withdrawn without permission, this
Office conducted an investigation from
October 2011 — April 2013 into several
tri-state identify theft rings. The office
ultimately expanded the investigation to
partner with the US Secret Service and
the US Postal Service, and discovered that
customers from as far away as Louisiana
and Florida had been victimized by two
local identify theft rings. Bank losses
totaled more than 12 million dollars.

5 Eé&éécfrépping warrants and

S of cash counterfezt documents, includ-

SNy ;ng various state driver's Etcenses and us

.. Green Card documents, as weli as coun-
- terfeit checks, and counterfeiting equip-

ment, including a !ammatmg machme
and blank check stock. - '
Two of the more ssgniﬁcant
convictions were of Shawn Fagan and
Markese Jones. Fagan pled guilty to
one count of enterprise corruption on
December 20, 2013 and was sentenced
to 6% to 13 years imprisonment. Jones,
who assisted in producing forged docu-
ments and recruiting people into both
rings, pled guilty to two counts of crimi-
nal possession of a forged instrument in
the second degree and was sentenced on
January 30, 2014, to three-to-nine years
imprisonment. Other cases are pending.
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The Bronx District Attorney’s Crime Victims Assistance Unit (CVAU) provides comprehensive services to crime vic-
tims, ranging from information and referrals to individual and group therapy. These services were provided at both the
Unit's three sites on 167st Street, which are in close proximity to the courts, and also at the CVAU satellite office in the
northeast Bronx. The CVAU saw a total of 3,087 new clients in 2013. CVAU staff made more than 46,000 service contacts

with victims and witnesses during 2013.

‘Crime Victims Assistance Unit Total 2013 New Client
Contacts By Type of Crime = =~ Contacts: 3,087
Child & Elder Abuse Homicides
4.1% 4.2%
Robbery/Assault
31.0% Other
Crimes
12.2%
Domestic
Violence
Sex Crimes Children 38.8%
6.6% .
Sex Crimes Adults 3.0%

Sowrce: Office of Bronx District A#torney L
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Crime Victims Assistance Unit e
"' Contacts By Type of Service Provided Total 2013 Service
. Coa A et _ antacts:46,327___
| ~ 4.3% Criminal Justice

Grime Victims Board Applications & Affidavits 1.8%
" Advocacy

i Relocation
Assistance 1.2%

Th_'era;:y 4.5

' -';_f?-‘.megency
* Assistance
: :'1'2.0%

 Sowurce: Office of Bronx District Attorney

0.5% Court
Accompaniment

6.0% Personal
Advocacy

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS
MOoNTH .

In October 2013, as part of
Domestic Violence Awareness
Month, CVAU held its fifth annual
Purple Door Project. CVAU Staff
covered all of the Unit’s doors in
purple - the designated color for
domestic violence - and encour-
aged the rest of the agency’s staff
to join them, as a way to heighten
awareness of CVAU's services and
its mission to stop domestic vio-
lence at our doors.

As part of its adult workshop
series, the Office held a Roundtable
Discussion before a community
audience, entitled "The Many
Faces of Domestic Violence”

Seated around the table were the
Chief of the Domestic Violence
Bureau, the CVAU Director, and a
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clinical therapist from the Unit,
a representative from the Bronx
Family Justice Center, a police
officer from the NYPD's Domestic
Violence Unit, and a domestic vio-
lence survivor. The survivor shared
her story that led to a discussion
between the professionals and
the survivor. The message of the
forum was that we should take
more time to listen to DV victims.
Once the conversation ceased, the
audience had the opportunity to
ask guestions.

CriIME VICTIMS ASSISTANCE UNIT
SATELLITE OFFiCE

This Office’s Crime Victims
Assistance Unit (CVAU) provides
comprehensive services to c¢rime
victims, both at the Office’s main
location on 161st Street and also

at a satellite office that opened in
2003 in Community District 12 to
make services available through-
out the Bronx. The satellite office
grew from a series of federal
grants from 2002-2005 that fund-
ed an Advisory Committee tasked
with planning and implementing
a referral network to link clients
to community service provid-
ers for services that cannot be
provided by CVAU staff. During
2013 we held special events at
the satellite office, including a
Wellness Day during Domestic
Violence Awareness Month and
Coping with the Holiday Blues in
December.

WeLinessDay




On October 24, 2013, the CVAU
hosted its annual day of wellness for
victims and survivors of domestic
viclence. The Wellness Day mind/
body/spirit workshop promoted a
positive and healthy way of feeling,
thinking and living. Twenty-two
women attended the event. Clients
learned healthy coping skills, ways
to reduce stress and reconnect with
their inner selves through a variety
of techniques that included art,
Zumba, and yoga classes facilitat-
ed by professional instructors. The
clinical staff provided clinical ser-
vices on site and instruction behind
the scenes. Participants began the
day listening to the personal stories
of fellow survivors who have prior
experience with the CVAU therapy
program.

There were three classes this
year. The "Shake It"class was meant
to invigorate the participants
through movement to an easy-to-
follow zumba dance. Participants
in the "Making Connection” class
produced individual art tiles that
helped them to connect with them-
selves and others through creative
art techniques and positive state-
ments of reflection, insight and
empowerment. The individual
tiles were joined to create a group
mosaic, which remains on display
at the Satellite Office. Finally, the
"De-Stress and Release” yoga class
introduced victims / survivors to
deep-breathing, stretching and
meditation that brings tranquil-
ity through a renewed mind-body
connection.

Following each class, clients
took a group photograph to com-
memorate their participation,
Clients received lunch and snacks
throughout the day - another way
to promote healthy food choices.
Periodically, clients were also asked
to write on a poster board specially
designed for the event to capture
their thoughts and feelings. As
the day ended, clients and staff
gathered in a circle to share their
reflections on the day.

Coping WiTH THE HOLIDAY BLUES

Frequently the Holidays are
difficult for crime victims, as they
feel a sharpened sense of loss,
CYAU helps to soften the challeng-
es of the Holiday Season with a two
events: Coping With the Holiday
Blues Workshop and the Lighting
of the Tree of Angels. Both of these
events took place at the CVAU satel-
fite office on Saturday, December 7,
2013. The Holiday Blues Workshop
was designed to help those strug-
gling through the holidays to gain
a better understanding of their
feelings and to address feelings of
isolation.

Forty-one (VAU clients and
their families were invited to par-
ticipate this past year (18 minors
and 23 adults). The adults partici-
pated in two group sessions (one in
English, the other in Spanish}, that
were facilitated by CVAU therapists
and focused on what the holidays
meant prior to their victimization,
what they mean now, and their out-
look for the future, While the adults

were involved in the workshop, the
children participated in their own
therapeutic art activity, led by child
therapists. At the end of the day,
each child received one or two new
books (donated by District Attorney
staff).

The Lighting of the Tree of
Angels followed the workshop.
The "Tree of Angels” is a program
started by Milagros Guzman, whose
10-year-old  daughter Jessica
was murdered in 1990, In 2011
Guzman, who now lives out-of-
state, requested that the Tree of
Angels continue to be placed out-
side the CVAU Satellite Office. This
program provides a way for families
and friends affected by homicide
to commemorate the angel they
jost by hanging an angel orna-
ment. In 2013 CVAU was joined
by the Gospel of St. Luke's Church
Choir and Father Richard Gorman,
Chairman of Community Board
12, who provided the Blessing of
the Tree. NYPD Deputy Inspector
Muilin of the 47th Precinct also
participated.

NaTionaL CRiME ViIcTIMS' RIGHTS
WeEK FVENTS

In April 2013, CVAU was
involved in the yearly presenta-
tion of the National Crime Victims'
Rights Week (NCRVW) Candle Light
Vigil, the kick-off event that rec-
ognizes the plight of victims and
survivors.

THE Bronx CLOTHES-LINE PROJECT.
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Throughout the year CVAU
displays the Bronx Clothes-Line
Project (BCL) at various locations
around the County. BCL is a strik-
ing visual presentation of t-shirts
designed by survivors of crime to
break the silence surrounding vic-
timization and to make their voices
heard by others who support them
in their struggles to heal. Each shirt
symbolizes pain, survival, healing
and empowerment, and provides
a window into the life of a victim
who survived violence. The mes-
sages on the shirts are individual-
ized - some poetic, some plaintive
- allowing the artists to express
their feelings in their own way.
This visual presentation tells the
stories of hundreds of survivors
of abuse, violence and neglect.
The dramatic lustration of t-shirts
hanging side-by-side provided
viewers with a glimpse of the dev-
astating effects of crime. Survivors
of domestic violence, rape, child
abuse, elder abuse, assault and
other crimes of violence decorated
the t-shirts with messages, poems,
photographs and drawings. Some
t-shirts were memorials to victims
of homicide.

Brony HomiCIDE SURVIVORS
SUPPORT PROJECT

During 2013 the Bronx

Homicide Support Project, now in
its 13th year, continued to provide
therapy groups for the family mem-
bers, mostly mothers, of Homicide
Victims. These two groups are
facilitated by the Director of the
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Crime Victims Assistance Unit and
a Director from Safe Horizon. While
there are other peer-led support
groups in the Bronx and other bor-
oughs throughout the City, Bronx
Homicide Survivors is the only
professionally led traumatic grief
group of its kind in New York City
specifically for family members
of homicide victims. However, in
2012 the CVAU director was able
to irain another CVAU therapist
in the Restorative Retelling Model
and was able to have her attend a
Restorative Retelling Conference
sponsored by Tulane University and
the Virginia Mason Medical Center's
Separation and Loss Services.
As such, during 2013 CVAU was
able to expand its weekly group
sessions to include two evening
sessions and one day session for
Spanish-speaking participants.




Surviving Homicide

Jane and her twenty-four year
old daughter Tina (pseudonyms) were
referred to the Crime Victims Assistance
Unit {CVAU) in November 2011, after the
death of their daughter and sister, re-
spectively. The victim, a mother of four,
had lived with her boyfriend until an
argument ended in her murder. A CVAU
advocate met with Jane and Tina three
days after the homicide to deal with the
family’s immediate trauma and concrete
needs. The victim's thirteen-year old-son
was the first to discover the murder when
he ran into the apartment and saw his
mother’s body on the bed. The defen-
dant had beaten her to death. Jane and
Tina, who lived in the same apartment
building as the victim, returned home to
the crime scene. '

CVAU began supportive services
immediately. The advocate referred the
family to the CVAU Therapy Program. in
February 2012, Jane began to participate
in CVAU's Homicide Survivors Weekly
Support Group and in May of 2012 Tina
began individual therapy. Each modal-
ity was utilized to help them process
their traumatic grief. Both presented and
experienced similar symptoms: Intrusive
images and flashbacks of what happened
to their daughter/sister; tremendous guilt
and blame for having missed the warning
signs of an abusive relationship and fan-
tasies of reunion and rescue. All of these
symptoms are common after enduring an
unnatural and traumatic death. Jane and
the CVAU advocates were also deeply
concerned about the emotional health of

the deceased’s children, ages 6 through
14, CVAU immediately made a referral to
the Center for Court Innovation’s Child
and Adolescent Therapy program which
is housed on the same floor as the CVAU.
The children began getting therapy in
February 2012,

In addition to individual therapy,
Tina and the family participated in other
CVAU events, Holidays are always a dif-
ficult time for crime victims, and this was
especially true for this family, as the mur-
der occurred so close to Thanksgiving.
The first event was the annual Holiday
Blues event, which helps survivors of vio-
lent crime cope during the holidays. Dur-
ing this day separate therapeutic events
are held for children and for adults. The
day concluded with all participants shar-
ing what they had learned and remem-
bering their loved ones. The family also
took part in the annual “Tree Lighting”
event at the Satellite Office, where staff
and adult and child survivors of homicide
put an angel on the tree to commemo-
rate the memory of their loved one.

With the emotional trauma of
their daughter/sister's murder came many
practical challenges. Initially, the fam-
ily needed financial assistance with her
burial. CVAU worked with the NYS Office
of Victim Services and the funeral home |
on the documents necessary for financial
assistance. Custody of the deceased's four
children was also a pressing issue. CVAU
helped Jane to successfully navigate the
Bronx Family Court process and become
the sole legal guardian of her grandchil-
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Survzvmg Homfcsde com
{Continued): FRIRR

dren. :
Advocacy work was also cﬁone to help
lighten the financial strain Jane expe- .
rienced in taking custody of her four
grandchildren. To make sure that she .
maintained a residence for her grandchaf~

dren, Jane needed rent assistance, which. -

CVAU helped obtain with an advocacy

letter and multiple phone calls to the Hu- .

man Resources Administration. Working
with Administration for Children’s Ser-
vices, CVAU also helped Jane claim child
support for the deceased's eldest child.

* The criminal justice process also

left the family with many quesﬁbr}sf They
relied upon CVAU for information about
the criminal justice process, inc[udifn'g '

- what to expect from upcoming court. o

- cases and proceedings. The contmumg

dialogue involved meetings with the ADA_'

assigned to the case, so the famliy couid
directly hear about procedural details.

: On October 9, 2013, the defendant
- pled guilty to Manslaughter 1. CVAU .

staff helped the family to pre;‘)éré victim

- impact statements that were read in

open court at the defendant’s sentenc--
ing on October 28, 2013. The defendant
was sentenced to 17 years imprisonment.
The day was emotional and powerful for
all family members. Once the sentencing -
was complete, the advocate registered.

- the family for parole updates, so they will

stay informed of future developments. - .

- Although there will never be complete -

closure for this family as it relates to the
loss of their loved one, their concrete
needs have been met, and they continue

to make progress in deaimg with their..
traumaﬂc gr:ef and guilt.

This' past November and Decem-

ber, Ti ina and Jane once again participat-.
“ed in CVAU's Wellness Day and Holiday -
Blues events but in a different way. In’
) honor of their daughterf&sten they were

abie to speak and share their story inan -

' effort to help other cr:me vact;ms/surv;~
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OperaTiON GUN HALT

In July 2012, with funding
provided through the NY State
Division of Criminal Justice
Services (DCJS), the Bronx District
Attorney’s Office implemented
Operation Gun Halt. This gun vio-
lence reduction program is based
on an offender notification forum
model originally implemented in
Chicago. A multidisciplinary team
was created to implement the
monthly forums. The Team con-
sists of federal {US Attorney for
the Southern District of New York,
ATF) and local law enforcement
(NYPD, Bronx District Attorney,
NYS Division of Parole), community
partners (the Fortune Society, the
Bronx Borough President’s Reentry
Task Force), and ex-offenders.

Each month a group of ex-
offenders (now probationers as
well as parolees) who have recent-
ly been released to community
supervision in the 40th Precinct
are invited to attend the forum.
The forums, which were initially
held at the Bronx Museum of the
Arts, and have now been relo-
cated to NYC Probation NEON, are
conducted in a roundtable format
that seats all participants together
at the same table. The focus of the
presentations is on the choices
these ex-offenders make and the
consequences of those choices, Ex-
offenders who decide to re-involve
themselves with guns face federal

prosecution, which often results
in a much stiffer sentence than if
prosecuted locally. Alternatively,
s/he can opt to take advantage of
the services that are offered. One
of the most compelling presen-
tations at the forum is provided
by ex-offenders themselves, who
speak directly to the participants
from personal experience.

SpecIALIZED COURTS AND
ProGrAMS

This Office plays a key role in
Bronx County’s specialized courts
and programs. There are current-
ly a number of such specialized
courts within the county, includ-
ing the Bronx Treatment Court and
the Bronx Mental Health Court.
The Bronx District Attorney’s
Office has diverted defendants to
drug treatment for many years and
developed formal partnerships to
do so in October 1992. In 2013
the Bronx District Attorney’s Office
diverted 707 defendants to treat-
ment through the Drug Treatment
Alternative to Prison (DTAP) pro-
gram, the Bronx Mental Health
Court, and other programs. in
July 2013, the Veterans Court was
established in the Bronx through
which 13 people have been placed
in treatment programs.

BroNx MENTAL HEALTH COURT.

Over time it became clear
that some candidates for diversion
suffered from both drug depen-
dency and mental iliness. While
staff always tried to place such
non-violent defendants in treat-
ment programs which were appro-
priate for individuals with dual
diagnoses, in 2002 we entered
into a formal partnership with
Treatment Alternatives for Safer
Communities {TASC) and Research
Triangle Institute (RTI) to create
the Bronx Mental Health Court. As
the grantee, this Office adminis-
ters grants and subgrants, moni-
tors compliance with the terms
of grants and with subgrantees’
letters of agreement, has fiscal
responsibility, and provides staff
to work in the court part. In 2003,
eligibility for diversion to the Bronx
Mental Health Court was extended
to defendants with serious men-
tal illness (with or without drug
dependency). In 2004, the court’s
capacity was further expanded to
provide services for mentally ili
defendants with HIV/AIDS. These
defendants are subject to the same
level of supervision and sanctions
for failure to complete treatment
as other diverted defendants. The
program has been further expand-
ed on several occasions, most
recently in 2012
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Bronx COMMUNITY SOLUTIONS.

In 2004 we worked with
the Center for Court Innovation
to establish a Community Court,
known as "Bronx Community
Solutions,” to enhance community
service sentences and provide ser-
vices to defendants. The goal of
the project is to provide judges
with more sentencing coptions for
the many defendants convicted of
non-violent, misdemeanor offens-
es such as marijuana possession,
prostitution and shoplifting. By
combining punishment with ser-
vices, Bronx Community Solutions
(BCS) aims to hold offenders
accountable while offering them
the assistance they need to avoid
further criminal conduct.

In 2013, 8,943 cases were
mandated to Bronx Community
Solutions (29% of the cases dis-
posed at arraignment in the
Bronx). Of those, approximately
5,106 received community service
sentences, Eighty-three percent of
offenders who appeared for intake
completed their community ser-
vice mandate. Community service
projects included graffiti removal,
sorting donated food for a faith-
based charity, street sweeping and
maintaining local parks. In addi-
tion, Bronx Community Solutions
provided services such as job
training and drug treatment. On
average participants performed
three days of service. An estimat-
ed 66,059 hours of community
service were completed.

Armnual Report 2013

tn addition to community ser-
vice, Bronx Community Solutions
offers other sentencing options,
including treatment readiness pro-
grams, inpatient and outpatient
drug treatment, social service and
educational assessments and cus-
tomized group classes. Examples
of social service group classes
that are available include health
education, job readiness, decision
making, anger management, drug
treatment, and youth life skills.
BCS also operates special ini-
tiatives. The Adolescent Diversion
Program {ADP) began in January
2012, focusing on 16 and 17 year
old defendants. In 2013, 75% of
the 659 ADP youths successful-
ty completed their mandates. In
2013, the Mental Health Initiative
(MHi} completed its fourth year
and with a screening instrument
identified 1,497 clients. MHI
achieved a 75% completion rate.
In 2013 the Prostitution initiative
completed its third year and
included 145 prostitution cases
with a 70% completion rate. BCS
has continued to take proactive
steps to comprehensively improve
the existing process for DWI cases.
Notably these clients maintain an
87% compliance rate.
fn recognition that many
individuals, mostly women and
girls, arrested for prostitution-
related offenses may be victims
of trafficking and other forms of
violence, in October 2013 Chief
Judge Lippman created the
Human Trafficking Intervention
Court (MTIC) program in 11 coun-

ties throughout the State. In
Bronx County, Bronx Community
Solutions has been designated as
the HTIC site provider and handles
all prostitution-related offenses in
the borough. The HTIC program
aims to help individuals safely
exit the sex trade by identifying
victims of sex trafficking, linking
individuals to social services, and
reducing or eliminating conse-
quences of criminal conviction for
victim-defendants.

OperaTiON WEED & SEED

The Weed and Seed program
focuses on specific communities
to "weed out” drug trafficking, vio-
lent gangs, and robhery perpe-
trators, while “seeding” the com-
munity with resources to improve
the quality of life. Beginning in
the late 1990s, Bronx County
has been home to two Weed
and Seed sites, one located in
the Soundview/ Bruckner neigh-
borhood and the other in Mott
Haven (which reached maximum
funding and closed in 2006). After
reaching maximum funding from
the US Department of Justice, the
Soundview/Bruckner site is now
a "graduated” site. Although we
no longer receive federal funding,
activities and programs continue
to be offered. The Soundview/
Bruckner Weed & Seed involves
collaboration among the District
Attorney's Office, the U.S. Attorney
for the Southern District of New
York, the NYPD, other local, state
and federal law enforcement




agencies and the New York City
Department of Education.
Seed/Bruckner also relies on
close working relationships with
the Bronx Borough President’s
Office, Kips Bay Boys and Girls Club,
the Bronx Lions Club, Parkchester
Kiwanis Club, PEP Senior Center,
clergy, Children’s Arts and Science
Workshop, Inc, St. Raymond's

Community Outreach, Phipps
Houses, C.O.N.N.E.C.T., elected
officials, school-based parent

organizations, other community-
based organizations and commu-
nity residents.

kEach year since 2007,
Weed and Seed has operated a
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
(VITA) program that provides free
tax preparation services for com-
munity members. In 2012 VITA vol-
unteers at the Bronx River Houses
Community Center prepared and
filed {electronically) 255 returns
for community residents. As a
result, they generated $250,000
in federal tax refunds for the com-
munity. In 2013 funding from
Councilwoman Palma enabled us
to pay one person to manage the
VITA Center for three half-days per
week during tax season.

Tre CONCEPT PrOGRAM (CRE-
ATING OPPORTUNITIES NECESSARY
TO CREATE EMPOWERED POSITIVE
TEENS) oo

CONCEPT is a twelve week,
comprehensive, school-based cur-
riculum that includes dassroom
instruction, academic enrichment,

and diverse-learning activities
taught by certified profession-
als from the Office of the Bronx
District Attorney. Since antisocial
behavior often acts as a prerequi-
site for crime, the focal point of this
curriculum is prevention, which is
to provide life skills to students
who need assistance in avoiding
delinquent behavior. During the
program, every instructor teach-
es and encourages students to
demonstrate the following skills
of leadership: Attain and reinforce
positive relationships, focus on the
problem and not the person, be
proactive and lead by example.
CONCEPT offers students the
opportunity to avoid gang affili-
ation; acguire problem solving
skills; obtain a realistic view of
criminality, and build strong rela-
tionships with peers by using a
skills-based strategy that address-
es three areas of learning: reason-
ing, social, and affect. CONCEPT
promotes a positive attitude
and creates behavioral changes
through a unique combination of
skills training, cooperative learn-
ing, healthy dialogue, and role-
playing. Participants have the
opportunity to learn and practice
life skills pertaining to real circum-
stances. With training and positive
reinforcement, youths will more
than likely exhibit these behav-
joral skills in practical situations.
Over 800 students have com-
pleted the CONCEPT program dur-
ing the 2013-2014 school year,
with an average attendance of
26 students attending 32 class-

es. Also, 158 parents/adults have
attended seven workshops offered
in conjunction with the CONCEPT
program at the schools where it
is taught. In addition, during 2013
CONCEPT staff provided parent
workshops on such topics as"Gang
Awareness and Cyber-Bullying”
They also presented assemblies
and symposia for students on vari-
ous topics, including "Bullying,’
“Making Healthy Choices,” and
"Unlawful Weapons and Making
Smart Decisions.”

PoLicE ATHLETIC LEAGUE
PLAYSTREET PROGRAM

Through a collaboration
between this office, the Police
Athletic League {PAL), and the
Special Narcotics Prosecutor, in
July 2013, the summer Playstreet
Program opened at the Mott
Playground, which liesin the South
Bronx's 44th Precinct. Playstreet,
which opens again on weekdays
beginning July 10, 2014, invites
young people aged 6 to 16 to
participate in a range of games,
sports and other recreational
activities, such as table games, cul-
tural arts and basketball tourna-
ments. Commenting on the goals
of Playstreet, District Attorney
Johnson noted that “Policing is
essential to public safety, but the
importance of positive outlets
and support for our young people
cannot be overlooked.” Fittingly,
Playstreet operates in the territory
that was the focus of intense anti-
gang efforts beginning in Spring,
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2011 that resuited in the pros-
ecution of 41 members of three
violent drug gangs - “Dub City,"
"WTG" and "6 Wild” These gangs
were responsible for multiple
shootings and narcotics sales in
the area

Domestic VioLENCE

In 2013, the Bronx contin-
ued to suffer the highest rate of
domestic violence reports per
100,000 population among the
five boroughs. The Bronx's 68,979
Domestic Incident Reports repre-
sented 29% of the City 's total. The
Office has pursued many strategies
to address the domestic violence
problem. These include its work
with criminal justice agencies and
nonprofit organizations in Bronx
County’s Domestic Violence court
parts, and its collaboration with
local agencies, most prominently
the Bronx Borough President’s
Office. Although many of these
initiatives have been supported by
some level of grant funding, those
funds have waned.

In 2011, the Bronx Borough
President's Office, in partnership
with this office, Safe Horizon (a
nonprofit provider of victim ser-
vices), and the NYC Department of
Probation, received funds under
the federal Grants to Encourage
Arrest Policies program. This 24-
month grant funded four prosecu-
tors; an interpreter; and two proba-
tion Officers, as well as support and
services for domestic violence vic-
tims, and a Batterers Intervention
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Program.  Unfortunately, this
grant expired, although the Office
will apply shortly for additional
support. Presently, the Stop
Violence Against Women program
is the only source of grant funds
that support the office’s work on
Domestic Violence issues,

In 2013 this Cffice continued
to work with the Mayor's Office
to Combat Domestic Viclence on
the Bronx County Family Justice
Center (FJC ), which opened in
April 2010 and is located in our
main building at 198 East 161st
Street. The FJC houses the Bronx
District  Attorney’s  Domestic
Violence Bureau, as well as rep-
resentatives from a vast array of
social service organizations that
include Safe Horizon, Sanctuary
for Families, inMotion, and the
Urban Justice Center). Also pres-
ent are legal services providers,
and City agencies including NYPD,
Probation, and NYCHA). Services
are available in English, Spanish,
and other languages. The FIC is a
one -stop center for domestic vio-
lence victims and their children.

In the three years since open-
ing in April 2010, FJC has served a
growing number of domestic vip-
lence victims. There were 51,741
total client visits {(new and repeat)
to the FiC between April 26, 2010,
and April 26, 2014, of which 18,654
were new clients seeking domes-
tic violence services. During the
same period, 47,020 children
were supervised in the Children’s
Room.

GANG PROSECUTION.

In 2013 gang-related or
gang-motivated crime incidents
in the Bronx ranged from homi-
cides and other violent crimes, to
weapons, drug possession, and
various property crimes. This gang
activity contributes to the Bronx's
disproportionate share of violent
crime. The Bronx District Attorney's
Gang/Major Case Bureau assigns
experienced prosecutors to inves-
tigate growing and increasingly
violent gang activity in the Bronx.
These assistant district attorneys
use an array of investigative tech-
niques including wiretap and DNA
evidence and monitoring of social
network sites to effectively combat
violence and other criminal activity
engaged in by gang members and
assaciates, Three cases that fol-
low show how a variety of violent
criminal gang activity continues to
plague our communities, even in a
time of declining violent crime.




Indictment of Rival Drug Gangs in Highbridge

In May 2013, Bronx District At-
torney Robert T. Johnson announced the
grand jury indictment of 37 alleged drug
dealers from rival crews in the High-
bridge section of the Bronx following an
eleven-month long joint investigation
withNYPD. |

The 124-count indictment al-

leged a range of crimes. The defendants,

belonging either to the “Woodycrime”
crew or to the "165th and Nelson” crew,
were alleged to have “acted-in-concert,”
eﬂgaging in mote_ than 100 drug transac-
tions 'with undercover detectives during
the course of their mvesttgatton The
majority of these drug sales occurred on
a one block stretch of 165th Street be-

tween Woodycrest and Nelson Avenues,

where the defendants resided. The
indictment charged the defendants with
_ consplracy to sell narcotics, criminal sale
and possesszon of narcotlcs, attem;ated
murder, assault, criminal possession of a
weapon, and possession of ammunition.
Twenty defendants have already
pled guilty and have been sentenced to
multi-year prison terms. For thosé who
await trial, the most serious conspiracy
charge, Conspiracy in the second degree,
is punishable by a maximum sentence
of up to 8 1/3 to 25 years impris'o_nmen"t.
The most serious drug charge, Criminal
Sale of a Controlled Substance in the
third degree, is punishable by a maxi-

mum sentence of up to 9 years imprison-

ment on each count, depending on prior
criminal records.

Acting State Supreme Court
lustice Steven Barrett ordered that Luis
“Lou” Pacheco, 21, an alleged principal
player in the Woodycrime crew, be held
without bail. Pacheco is currently await-
ing trial in connection with two separate
shootings as well as narcotics sales and
conspiracy charges. The indictment al-
leged that on November 9, 2011, Pacheco
intentionally shot Nicholas Barbour in the
back with a .45 caliber semi-automatic
pistol, in the course of firing several shots
at Barbour's minivan as he attempted
to drive away on West 165th Street and
Woodycrest Avenue. The gunfire is
believed to have erupted over a dispute
betweer; one of Pacheco’s fellow Woody-
crime crew and the occupan’fs of the
van. For his alleged role in this incident,
_Pache_co was indicted for Att_empted Mur-
der in the second degree, assault in the

first and second degrees, and Criminal

Possessmn of a Weapon in the second
degree. He faces a maximum sentence of
up to 25 years imprisonment if convicted
of the most serious offense, attempted
murder, ' o
~ The other shootmg for which Pa-
checo was indicted occ:urred on January
16, 2031 when he aiiegediy fired in the
direction of a crowd of people, strskmg a
bystander in the hand. That shooting oc-
curred on East 161st and Gerard Avenue
outside a coffee shop. The most serious
offense, Criminal Possession of a Weapon
in the second degree, is punsshable by a
maximum sentence of up to fifteen years
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Continued)

imprisonment, if convicted. Another
alleged Woodycrime leader, Christian Ca-~
ban, 27, was also remanded, without bail
on Second degree conspiracy chai’gés,
weapons possession and possession of

Indictment of Rival Drug Gangs in nghbrldge

over four ounces of crack cocaine as well

" as $10,000in cash A third aileged prsn««

tspai piayer Marvin Gameneda, 27, pled
guilty to conspﬁracy charges and is cur—
rently serving his seﬂtence '

Bloody Milla Army

Gang activity significantly con-
tributes to the Bronx's dispmpdrtidn-
ate share of violent crime in New York
City. Gang-related or gang-motivated

homicides and other violent crames, -
to weapons and drug possession, and
various property crimes, The deaths of
Christopher Umpierre and John Hopkins-
Drago illustrate the severity of the gang

2008, Mr. Umpierre was found lying on’
the floor of an apartment building in the
northern Bronx. He had been shot once
in the chest. Mr. Hopkins- Drago was

bage bags in an alley on Pelham Parkway
in the eastern Bronx. ' '

were both perpetrated by members of
the Blood Milla Army, a set of the Bioods
street gang. Mr, Umpierre was an in-
nocent bystander present when gang
members were sent to kill a rival gang

crime incidents in the Bronx range from

problem in Bronx County. In December

found stuffed inside a cart lined with gar-

These seemingly unrelated crimes

‘member. Mr. Hopkins- Drago was faisely
aceused of “snitching” on a gang mem- o
ber, a violation of Blood code that war- -

"rarzts death These facts emerged from an

mvesttgat:zon that mvolved znter—agency

law enforcement coordmatlon, the use of

conﬁdentaai ;nformants, accomphce test|~

: mony mvoivmg cooperative agreements,
_ _c;vxi;an eyew;tnesses, the interception of
~ surreptitious gang- reiated communlca«

tion, wuretap evidence, and enhanced '

_forensac anaiysss

Five gang members received
Eengthy state pnson terms for commttw

| ting these crimes. On February 6, 2014
Robert Pastore was Sentenced to 25

years in state prison for actlons resuitmg _
from his attempt to control this set of the

Bloods He pied guilty to manslaughterin
the ﬁrst degree, Carlos Colon--the most
active stabber of Mr, Hopk;ns Drago~—-
piecf gulity to murder in the first degree

“on February 18, 2014, and’ was sentenced

1o 25 years-to-life in state prison,
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AuTo CRIME INITIATIVES.

The Office of the Bronx
District Attorney has oper-
ated the Bronx Anti Auto Theft
Program since 1995. In 2013 alone
this Office recovered 221 stolen
vehicles for return to their rightful
owners, These cars were valued
at $3,135,735. The Anti-Auto Theft
program, which has been support-
ed with resources provided by state
grants, was designed to increase
the number of successful prosecu-
tions of defendants charged with
grand larceny of a motor vehicle,
criminal possession of stolen prop-
erty, illegal possession of a vehicle
identification number, auto strip-
ping and/or unauthorized use of
a vehicle. It was also expected to
result in an increased number of
stolen cars recovered pursuant to
arrests made and/or search war-
rants executed.

Although this program has
been very successful {Bronx grand
larceny auto has been reduced
94% since 1990), in 2010 {the most
recent statistics available} auto
theft in Bronx County remained
at the highest rate per 100,000
registered vehicles in the state and
second highest rate per 100,000
population (highest in New York
City).

The Bronx District Attorney’s
Office has owned bait cars for
several years. In 2010 the Office
received a Legislative Grant
through State Senator Klein which
provided funding which enabled
us to purchase two additional bait

cars. Working jointly with precincts
that experience an increase in car
theft, the bait cars are positioned in
high crime areas, with plainclothes
police officers stationed nearby.
After a suspect breaks into the car
and removes property, the police
move in to make an arrest. Break-
ins in a given area are often com-
mitted by relatively few people.
Removing these car thieves from
the streets can significantly reduce
a neighborhood’s auto damage
and petit larceny numbers. This
Office continues to deploy bait
cars around the county in an ongo-
ing effort to reduce break-ins.

In the last 12 years, we
expanded the program to include
document fraud and insurance
fraud. This expansion was made
possible through grants from the
New York State Motor Vehicle Theft
and Insurance Fraud Prevention
(MVTIFP) Board. Since September
2006, Bronx District Attorney’s
Office Detective Investigators have
worked with the NYPD using a
License Plate Reader (LPR). LPR
technology uses specialized cam-
eras and computers to capture
large numbers of license plates
quickly, convert them to text and
compare them to a large list of
plates of interest, LPR systems can
identify a target plate within sec-
onds of contact with it, allowing
law enforcement to identify target
vehicles that might otherwise be
overlooked.
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Becime !n Grand Lamer’ay Auta | e

1990 201 3

Sowurce: New York City Police Departrment

 People V. Reynaldo Nazario

Reynaido Nazarso s knowledge of |

carsand the scrap business helped him

to steal 26 early modei Toyotas, Hondas |
and F\Ezssaﬂs from Bronx res:dents during .
the ;)enod August through October, 2012.

_ _Nazar o gained access to the cars using
. }lggle keys, whtch are keys from other

' 'vehlcEes that can be used to enter older - |
_ Toyotas, Hondas and Nissans wheﬂ they

have been shaved down by a skil Eed car

: _ thief, After steaimg the cars, Nazarso took
each them to local scrap yards, wherehe
cEalmed to be the ngh’tfu[ owner and sold

_ them for qmck cash, usua!ly about $400°
per vehicle. Nazarto knew that to sell a
'vehlcle more than ei ght years otd hﬁ dld
not need to present a valid t:tie He had
anly to c:ompfete a specsal DM\/ form,
'S@n under penaity of per;ury that he was
the vehicle owner, and present his NYS

Edeh"tiﬁ'c:ati'ofn_ card. Alf fweh_ty;six'iéta'i_ "

Bronx residents whom Nazario victim-
ized Jostthelrvehlcles Noneofthem o

" received money from their snsua'ance
'compames, as the cars were too old to be

_ carrying fuii theft coverage Each remdent

lost their transportataon to school work

and famlly events.
~ In November of 2012, the Bfonx

) District Attomey announced that the
Grand Jury of Bronx County had indicted

' Nazario both for the car thefts and his _

| 'faiae statements to the scrap yards Naz» '
ario was heid on bail, then pied gu:fty in

November of 2013 to 26 counts of Grand
E.arc:eny, one count for each car. Hon -

_ ‘Martin Marc:us sentenced Nazano to a
'_ term of 37 to 7 years in pnson for his
cnmes
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EIDERABUSE

“Elder abuse” can take many
forms, including neglect or abuse
of a physical, financial, psycho-
fogical, emotional or sexual nature.
Although anyone can be a victim
of crime, age may render victims
physically weak, physically or emo-
tionally isolated, or mentally dis-
abled, These conditions increase
the trauma of victimization and
make the criminal justice system
more difficult to negotiate.

The Bronx District Attorney's
Office hired an Elder Abuse
Coordinator in 2000 to serve as
a liaison among the bureaus and
units of the office, obtain services
from outside agencies and serve as
a resource for educating the com-
munity. The Coordinator is often
the first point of contact for elder
abuse inquiries. In 1998, the Bronx
District Attorney formed an elder
abuse committee to develop strat-
egies to enhance prosecution in
elder abuse cases and to increase
the coordination of services to
elderly victims. Now inits 13th year,
the Elder Abuse Multidisciplinary
Task Force, an outgrowth of the
Office’s committee, continues to
meet. The Task Force is co-chaired
by the Eider Abuse Coordinator at
the Bronx District Attorney’s Office
and the Bronx Borough Director of
Adult Protective Services.

This bimonthly gathering of
law enforcement, social service,
healthcare, financial, business,

governmental and private agen-
cies enables the sharing of exper-

tise and facilitates the coordina-
tion of efforts to prevent, inves-
tigate and remedy the abuse of
our most vulnerable seniors. At
each meeting an expert in his/her
field speaks and advises members
about elder abuse.

The Bronx District Attorney's
Office was selected in early 2006
to become a CASE ("Communities
Against Senior Exploitation”)
Mode! Site. The CASE partnership
is an elder fraud prevention and
intervention program. The Bronx
District Attorney's Office is one of
approximately 50 sites across the
country that work with faith-based
communities and senior centers
to combat elder fraud and exploi-
tation. As part of this program,
staff from the District Attorney’s
Office conduct training in the
community using CASE resource
materials. During 2013, the Elder
Abuse Coordinator gave 10 CASE
"ID Theft and Scam Recognition,
Prevention and Remedy” and vari-
ous Elder Domestic Violence pre-
sentations to community groups,
churches, senior centers, tenants’
associations, social service provid-
ers, banks, colleges, and at confes-
ences. This program is currently
implemented without funding,
staffed by volunteers from the
Office.

The Elder Abuse Coordinator
continues to represent the Bronx
District Attorney’s Office in various
NYC Elder Abuse Coalitions and
Multi-Disciplinary Teams.

BroNX SExuAL ASSAULT RESPONSE
TEAM.

In 2002 the Bronx Adolescent
and Adult Sexual Assault Task
Force began meeting at the
District Attorney’s Office, The goal
of the Task Force is to identify and
respond to system challenges and
develop solutions to improve ser-
vices for victims of sexual assault.
The Task Force is composed of
representatives from hospitals and
the medical community, the New
York City Mayor's Criminal Justice
Coordinator’s Office, the New
York City Alliance Against Sexual
Assault, nonprofit crime victim ser-
vice providers, the New York City
Police Department, and the Bronx
District Attorney’s Office. The mem-
bers identified a need and with the
aid of the Mayor's Office obtained
funding for a Bronx Sexual Assault
Response Team (SART).

The Bronx SART began deliv-
ering advanced forensic and coun-
seling servicesin April 2004 toevery
sexual assault victim seeking treat-
ment at any of the three municipal
hospitals in the Bronx. The Bronx
SART is on-call around-the-clock,
every day of the year to respond
within one hour, The responders
include a specially-trained forensic
examiner and a rape crisis advo-
cate. Compassionate and compe-
tent care delivered promptly helps
sexual assault victims overcome
the trauma from the attacks. The
rapid response promotes the
prompt collection of critical evi-
dence after an attack, which assists
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in the investigation and prosecu-
tion of these violent crimes.

In 2008, Bronx SART partici-
pated in the establishment of a
city-wide protocol which mandates
that any city ambulance transport-
ing a sexual assault victim bring
the victim to a SART-hased hospi-
tal. In the Bronx, those are North
Central Bronx, Jacobi and Lincoln
Hospitals. Also in 2008, Bronx SART
was a major impetus in the devel-
opment of a “Suspect Evidence
Collection Kit” which is now being
used to collect important forensic
evidence in appropriate cases from
the person of an alleged perpetra-
tor of a sexual assault.

The Bronx SART is primar-
ily supported with NYC funds and
consists of a group of 12 - 14
Sexual Assault Forensic Examiners
{SAFEs) who are coordinated by
a project director based at North
Central Bronx Hospital. The exam-
iners conduct a physical examina-
tion of the victim, collect potential
DNA evidence, and document both
internal and external injuries.

In 2013, Bronx SART hospitals
covered 270 Cases. In 87% of those
cases, a SART examiner responded
to the hospital within one hour of
admission of the sexual assault vic-
tim to the Emergency Room. The
average length of response was
53 minutes. Eighty-five percent of
those victims eligible for a forensic
examination consented to being
examined. In 13% of the cases
where a forensic examination was
conducted, the physical examina-
tion of the victim revealed findings
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of genital trauma only. In 17% of
the cases, the physical examina-
tion of the victim revealed findings
of non-genital injury only. Twenty
nine percent of the examinations
revealed both genital and non-
genital injuries, and 41% showed
no visible injury.

MuLTioisciPLINARY Team ON CHILD
PHYSICAL AND SEXUAL ABUSE

The Multidisciplinary Team
on Child Physical and Sexual
Abuse is a coalition of representa-
tives from the Office of the Bronx
District Attorney, Bronx hospitals,
mental health service providers,
the NYC Department of Education,
the Administration for Children’s
Services, the New York City
Corporation Counsel, the NYPD
and the Juvenile Rights Division
of the Legal Aid Society. lts pur-
pose is to improve communication
among participating agencies and
coordinate their involvement in
child abuse cases.

The primary benefit of this
multidisciplinary approach s
the minimization of system-
induced trauma to the victim. The
Multidisciplinary Team assists hos-
pital personnel in identifying and
treating victims of child abuse, and
acts as a network for further refer-
rals. The team approach strength-
ens the evidence gathering pro-
cess by affording all parties the
opportunity to ask questions at
the victim’s first interview, thereby
avoiding the problems that arise
when victims must repeat their

stories.  Details may be forgot-
ten or inadvertently omitted as
victims become tired and uncoop-
erative. Through its participation
in the Multidisciplinary Team, the
Office has significantly improved
its ability to effectively prosecute
child abusers while addressing the
needs of abuse victims.

The large number of cases
referred to the Unit in 2013 cre-
ated a heavy burden. There were
over 300 joint interviews in the
Bronx of which approximately 200
were conducted with DA participa-
tion. The Child Abuse Response
Unit (CARU} screened 4,298 cases
(@ 7% increase from 2012) and
assigned 2,552 of the cases to
parategals for follow up with ACS.
Another 1,447 {an approximate
40% increase from 2012} of the
screened cases involved the NYPD,
The demands on the Unit will con-
tinue to rise with the anticipated
opening of the Bronx co-located
Child Advocacy Center (CAC) in
January of 2015.

NYPD TRAINING

In 2005 the Bronx District
Attorney’s Office began a train-
ing program for newly appointed
police officers in Bronx County.
The training is provided to offi-
cers after they have four-to six
months of street experience, and
covers basic legal issues, such as
citizen-police encounters, laws
governing identification and state-
ments, Complaint Room policies
and procedures {including how to




complete supporting depositions),
and what to do when lodging a
prisoner at Central Booking.

This training is jointly provid-
ed by Chiefs of the Vehicular Crime
and Arraignment/Complaint Room
Bureaus and NYPD Supervisors
from Bronx Central Booking, The
Office receives cooperation and
support from the NYPD Patrol
Borough's Commanding Officer
and Training Officer, who coordi-
nate and assign officers to attend
the training. Depending on the
size of the Police Academy gradu-
ating class, there are three to four
training sessions per year. In 2013
this office was able to host three
separate sessions.

These training sessions have
resulted in a marked improvement
in new officers’ paperwork, par-
ticularly in completing supporting
depositions and in articulation of
the facts of the case to establish
probable cause to justify the arrest,
In addition, the training sessions
continue to open communication
within law enforcement. The offi-
cers rate the training very highly
and have requested that “refresh-
er” courses be offered every six
months and that their supervisors
also attend the training.

In 2013, we continued to col-
laborate with other New York City
prosecutors to train approximately
25 NYPD sergeants each month at
the Police Academy. At this one
day training event, the District
Attorneys provide senior prosecu-
tors to lead discussion workshops

on ethics and integrity issues sur-
rounding the arrest process.

St JoHns Law ScHoor CLiNie.

Since 1999, staff from the
Bronx District Attorney’s Office
have participated in a clinical pro-
gram for St. John's law students.
Several students are designated
each year as student assistant
district attorneys and are permit-
ted to prosecute cases under a
special designation to practice
issued by the Appellate Division,
First Department. The students
handle misdemeanor cases and
argue their cases in Court under
the supervision of Bronx District
Attorney staff. In addition to the
clinical component, the Chief of
Vehicular Crime Prosecutions
teaches coursework related to this
program at St. John's University.
Several times in recent years, he
was honored as Clinical Professor
of the Year.

INFORMATION-SHARING VISITS

Over the past several years
representatives from governments
both and internationally have vis-
ited the Bronx District Attorney’s
Office. Some of these have been
part of the International Visitor
Leadership Program of the US
Department of State. Others have
come independently.  In return,
members of our staff have been
invited to make national and inter-
national visits.

During the past year the
Office was visited by the Joint
Service Committee of the Armed
Forces. As part of a conversation
that included many local jurisdic-
tions around the country, Chiefs of
our Child Abuse / Sex Crimes and
Crime Victims Bureaus met rep-
resentatives of the four branches
of the armed services to discuss
training, victim advocacy, and pro-
cedural issues involved with the
investigation and prosecution of
sexual assault complaints in the
military.

Last December, former Bronx
ADA Sandy Baggett returned to
learn how our office coordinates
the work of ADAs and detec-
tives in Investigations cases. Ms.
Baggett, who departed the office
in 2005, now serves as Deputy
Public Prosecutor/ Deputy Senior
State Counsel for the Economic
Crimes and Governance Division of
the Singapore Attorney General’s
office. She met with Investigation
Bureau Chiefs Stuart Levy and
William Zelenka.
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Community residents and
business people often serve as
the“glue” that holds together col-
laborative efforts among public
and private sector agencies and
thereby enhances each group’s
efficacy in preventing crime and
improving quality of life. The
Bronx District Attorney and his
staff actively participate in a vari-
ety of programs and community
activities to better serve the resi-
dents of the county.

In these collaborations the
Community Affairs Unit {(CAU) is
often the connection between
the District Attorney and the resi-
dents of Bronx County. For exam-
ple, the Community Affairs Unit
facilitates community involve-
ment in the Office’s Felony Trial
Training program for new assis-
tant district attorneys. CAU staff
reach out to Bronx residents over
the age of 18 at community meet-
ings, schools, churches, senior
centers, etc. to serve as mock
jurors for the training.

Staff from the unit attend
community meetings, and the
unit provides speakers and tours
of the courts, offers education
and prevention programs, par-
ticipates in interagency commit-
tees, and interacts regularly with
community residents, neighbor-
hood ieaders and others. The unit
also keeps residents informed of
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the status of cases as they prog-
ress through the criminal justice
system.

While the Office’s programs
are coordinated by the unit, vol-
unteers from both legal and sup-
port staff throughout the Office
are needed to implement them,
These individuals use their own
time, often during evenings
and weekends, to work with the
Bronx community around issues
of crime prevention and inter-
vention,

The programs highlighted
below are just a sample of those
offered by the Office. Some of the
other programs, such as the Elder
Abuse Initiative and Operation
Weed & Seed, are discussed else-
where in this report. Still other
programs have been in existence
for a number of years and are
described on the Office’s web
site: www.bronxda.nyc.gov

PROJECT JUMP (JUVENILE
MENTORING PROGRAM)

Sophomores, juniors and
seniors from the Law, Justice
and Public Service Academy at
Theodore Roosevelt High School
are matched with volunteers from
the Bronx District Attorney’s Office
on a one-to-one basis. Mentors
provide much needed support and
inspiration to students making
their way through school. Traveling

to the Bronx District Attorney’s
Office to meet with mentors allows
students to experience the work
environment and learn about the
functioning of the criminal justice
system. Twenty-one mentor/men-
tee pairs were matched in 2013,

READ-TO-ME PROGRAM.

In partnership with two local
day care centers, staff from the
Bronx District Attorney’s Office
hold weekly reading sessions.
Support staff and assistant district
attorneys volunteer their time to
read stories to children between
the ages of two and five at the
Marshall England Early Childhood
Learning Center and at the Paradise
Learning Center.

TOURS AND SPEAKERS. ...

The Community Affairs Unit
coordinates requests for tours and
speakers. Most requests are from
the Bronx, but we also receive
requests from foreign delegations,
universities and suburban school
districts. Assistant district attorneys
and support staff address commu-
nity, religious, civic and student
groups regarding various topics
within the criminaj justice system.,
Speakers discuss a variety of issues
of specific interest to the commu-
nity. In addition, staff members




are available to conduct tours of
the courthourses and explain how
a case proceeds through the crimi-
nal justice system

YOUTH TRIAL ADVOCACY
PROGRAM

The Bronx District Attorney’s
Office Youth Trial Advocacy
Program (Y.1.A.P) provides moti-
vated students with an opportunity
to explore a career in law. Students
meet with assistant district attor-
neystodiscusslegal careersand the
criminal justice system. Students
are then divided into teams, each
with up to four assistant district
attorneys serving as coaches or
mentors. Each team learns how
to develop advocacy skills and
debate techniques. Students then
test their newly acquired skills in
a moot court competition. At the
end of the program, every student
is awarded a certificate marking
successful participation in the pro-
gram, and the top two participants
are awarded Summer Internships
within this Office

THE ADULT WORKSHOP
SERIES

The Adult Workshop Series
provides the District Attorney’s
Office with an avenue to edu-
cate Bronx residents about vari-
ous issues related to the criminal
justice system. Workshops such
as "After the Arrest” "You Be the
Judge," "Safeguarding Your Child
on the Internet,” “Perspectives on

Protecting Your ldentity,” "Gang

»on

Awareness,” "Domestic Violence,’
and “Sexual Assault” have been
developed to inform citizens about
issues such as identity theft, crimi-
nal court arraignment, trial pro-
cedures, dangers lurking on the
Internet and the presence of gangs
in our schools and neighborhoods.
Workshops are presented monthly
on a rotating basis.

COURT MONITORING. .

State Senator Jeffrey Klein
organized a Bronx court monitoring
program in 2010. The Community
Affairs Unit cooperates by provid-
ing information regarding court
dates and other case-related infor-
mation, Senator Klein's office orga-
nizes residents, provides transpor-
tation, signage, etc. The program
began by monitoring graffiti cases
and expanded to auto crime cases
in the Senator’s district. They con-
tinue to monitor selected cases.

PRECINCT COUNCIL
REPRESENTATIVES

SPECIALPROJECTS

The Community Affairs Unit
also implements several special
events and programs throughout
the year to address various com-
munity needs. Special programs
are developed with community
organizations to afford various
segments of the Bronx community
an opportunity to interact with
the Bronx District Attorney and his
staff. National Night Out, held each
year on the first Tuesday in August,
is one of the unit’s biggest special
projects. Planning begins in June
and involves collaboration with
community residents and leaders,
faith-based organizations, and the
NYPD. Bronx District Attorney's
staff members volunteer their
time to participate in the evening's
activities in all 12 police precincts
and the two Police Service Areas in
the Bronx. In 2013 approximately
40 staff members participated.

PAL PLAY STREET AND TEEN
CENTER

There are twelve precinct
community councils and two Police
Service Areas (PSAs) in the Bronx
which meet monthly. Fourteen
assistant district attorneys have
volunteered to attend these meet-
ings. These representatives ensure
that the District Attorney is kept
informed about issues of signifi-
cance to the community.

In January 2011, a long-term,
joint investigation between the
Bronx District Attorney’s Gangs/
Major Case Bureau and the NYPD's
Narcotics Borough Bronx led to the
indictment and arrest of 22 alleged
drug dealers at the River Park
Towers housing complex. Prior to
the Bronx District Attorney’s take-
down in River Park Towers, the
Special Narcotics Prosecutor dis-
mantled a nearby drug network.
These prosecutions enabled this
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Office and the Special Narcotics
Prosecutor’s Office to use asset for-
feiture funds to support a Police
Athletic League (PAL) Play Street in
July and August 2011 in the area
previously contrelled by drug deal-
ers. These funds were also used to
support a PAL Teen Impact Center
in 1S 229 for six months, beginning
December 5, 2011, and ending
in June 2012. The impact Center
continues to provide a range of
activities, including Cops & Kids
basketball, volleyball, dance, and
cultural events. It also includes a
prevention component designed
to reduce risk-taking behaviors.

2013 BRONX LAW DAY

On May 1, 2013, the Bronx
District Attorney's Office hosted
some of the top Bronx high-school
students for the third annual "Law
Day” The purpose of this day is to
expose high-school students who
are interested in law to the differ-
ent types of units and jobs that are
available in the Criminal Justice
system. The students were able to
speak to the Chief of the Detective
Investigators, the Deputy Chief of
the Arson, Auto, Economic Crime
Bureau and a Supervisor from the
Narcotics Bureau about what they
do in the Office and what they had
to do in their careers to get to their
current positions.

The students were also able
to take a tour of the Criminal Court
Building. A Court Officer spoke
to the students regarding what
is takes to be a Court Officer and
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what it's tike to workin the Criminal
Court Building.

The final part of Law Day pro-
vided an opportunity for the stu-
dents to meet with and ask gues-
tions of District Attorney Robert
Johnson. The District Atftorney
shared his experiences in the Office
and what it took for him to become
the District Attorney. He also talk-
ed about the tough decisions that
have to be made on a daily basis
in the Office. The students were
given certificates at the end of the
program
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