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Al an N. M se
Andr ew Cohen
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COW TTEE ON VETERANS 2
CHAI RPERSON ULRI CH: Good Morning. |

am Counci| Menber Eric Urich, Chair of the
Council’s Commttee on Veterans. Today, we are
voting on Resolution 159, a resolution in support
of Senate Bill 2182, the Suicide Prevention for
Anerican Veterans Act. Introduced in the United
States Senate early this year by Senator John Wl sh
of Montana. The SAV Act woul d extent VA heal thcare
for veterans fromfive to fifteen years, review
wrongful discharges, and foster a greater
col | aborati on between the Departnent of Veterans
Affairs and the Departnent of Defense to ensure a
seanml ess transition of care for our nen and wonen
inuniform In our April hearing, this Commttee
reviewed the SAV Act, explored the greater nental
heal th i ssues facing veteran return...and returning
service menbers, and heard testinony from veterans’
servi ce organi zations, nmental health subject matter
experts and ot her stake holders on a range of
topics and policy concerns. W had a very
constructive exchange and I am acting on sone of
those issues...this Coonmittee is acting on sone of

t hose issues that were raised at that hearing.
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COW TTEE ON VETERANS 3

New York City is hone to roughly
200, 000 veterans and many nore service nenbers wil |l
be | eaving active duty, and returning honme to the
boroughs in the subsequent nonths and years ahead.
G ven existing demand in this loomng reality, New
York City must ensure that sufficient program
services and policies are in place to neet current
nmental health chall enges and i ssues facing the post
9- 11 veterans are now experi enci ng.

After April’s hearing, the Commttee
has a strong understandi ng of what steps the Gty
needs to take on this front, noving forward. Wth
an estimted twenty two veterans dying each day by
sui ci de, and many nore grappling daily with the
conpl ex mental health chall enges that stay well
beyond the years of service, we need to act now.
The Suicide Prevention for American Veterans Act is
not perfect, but it is a solid starting point and
draws nmuch needed attention to the invisible scars
and injuries that stay with veterans well beyond
the years of service. | amconfident today that
this Conmttee will pass Resolution 159 and I
deeply urge the nenbers of Congress and the

President to act on this inportant health
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COW TTEE ON VETERANS 4
initiative, and pass and sign the Suicide
Prevention Act swiftly.

I want to acknowl edge ny col | eagues,
Counci| Menbers Vallone, and the bill’s sponsor
t oday, Council Menber Cabrera of the Bronx, for
joining us. And I want to recognize Council Menber
Cabrera for introducing this very inportant piece
of legislation and | would ask himto say a few
words on the bill before we vote, and then the
Conmittee will vote on the matter at hand.

MR. CABRERA: Thank you so nuch, M.
Chair. | want to take a nonment to just express ny
dear appreciation because you have been a chanpion
of ...for veterans and your |eadership is one in
which you do it fromthe heart, and | appreciate
your support on this Resolution, the Suicide
Prevention for American Veterans Act. You know, it
is one thing to | ose Anerican sol diers overseas,
fighting for us, but it is another thing to | ose
them while on our ground to suicide. Having had a
gr andf at her who contenpl ated suici de, he was a
Wrld War 1l veteran, this hits hone first hand.
The other day | was with a World War Il veteran who

is ninety-sonething years old and just to see that
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COW TTEE ON VETERANS 5
after, even fromthe forties, all the way to right
now, talking about how war was hell. He couldn’t
stop, just saying that. | was just really...the
i npact that he felt, and having spoken to so nany
veterans to date, we...this is about saving |ives.
And, this is why we nmust urge Congress through this
Resol ution to provide the health that our veterans,
desperately, desperately need. And, this is a good
beginning. It is not the end of all, in regards to
our veterans, but it is a good begi nning and we
nmust, again deal with these nental health issues
because we are literally losing soldiers by the
day. The nunbers are clear where the rate of
sui ci de anong veterans are much hi gher than the
general public. And, there are prograns, there are
ways to help our veterans in naking this
transition. It is taking us all of this year to
really learn howto do this, but we nust have the
pat hway for themto do so. So, with that,
encourage all of the Commttee Menbers to vote on
it.

Thank you, M. Chairnman
CHAI RPERSON ULRI CH: Thank you

Counci | Menber Cabrera.
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COW TTEE ON VETERANS 6

Counci | Menber Vallone, do you want to
speak on the bill before we vote?

MR. VALLONE: | just wanted to say thank
you, and how proud I amto be a part of sonething
as inportant as this. Twenty two veterans dying a
day i s unacceptable. So, anything we can do to
hel p provi de additional services and support they
need in transitioning, back to civilian life, | am
proud to stand with them So, thank you today.

CHAI RPERSON ULRI CH: kay. Seeing as
there are no other nenbers who will speak, but
there are the nenbers who will cone, and | wll
make sure that the role will be kept open so that
they will have the opportunity to vote.

Before we do go to the roll call, | do
want to thank the Committee Council, Kelly Tayl or,
and al so the Policy Analyst for the Commttee,
Rednond Haski ns(sp?) for their work on drafting
this Resolution. And, of course, | want to
acknowl edge and thank, again, the bill’s primry
sponsor, Council Menber Cabrera of the Bronx.

And, | will ask the Clerk to call the

roll.
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COW TTEE ON VETERANS 7

CLERK: Kevin Pin, Commttee O erk.
Clerk call the Commttee on Veterans Reso. 159,
Sui ci de Prevention for Anmerican Veterans Act.

Counci | Menber U rich?

CHAI RPERSON ULRI CH: | vote aye.

CLERK: Cabrera?

MR. CABRERA: | vote aye.

CLERK: Val | one?

MR, VALLONE: Aye.

CLERK: Three in the affirmative, zero
in the negative, no abstentions, the item has been
adapted. Menbers, please sign the Conmittee
report.

(pause)

CHAI RPERSON ULRI CH: The roll will
remain open until 11:00 a.m, at which tine it wll
be closed, but until 11:00 a.m, other nenbers my
come and speak on the bill, and vote.

(recess)

( BACKGROUND NO SES)

CLERK: Cohen?

VR, COHEN: Aye.

CLERK: That’'s it for four in the

affirmati ve.
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COW TTEE ON VETERANS
(pause)

CHAI RPERSON ULRI CH:

The hearing is




CERTI FI CATE

World Wde Dictation certifies that the
foregoing transcript is a true and accurate
record of the proceedings. | further certify that
| am not related to any of the parties to this
action by blood or marriage, and that | amin no

way interested in the outcone of this matter.
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