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COW TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON 3
CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Good afternoon
everyone, and welcone to this hearing of the City
Counci|l Transportation Commttee. M nane is Ydanis
Rodriguez, and I'mthe Chair of this commttee.
First, 1'd like to introduce and acknow edge ny
col | eague Carnmen Arroyo, who has been one of the
| eaders in this initiative. And before we get into
this topic, 1'd also like to invite everyone for the
Town Hall Meeting that we have on Vision Zero
tonmorrow at John Jay College. This is a town hal
neeting that we're going to be holding one in each
borough to hear from New Yorkers about the
Adm nistration Initiative of Vision Zero.
Today, we will be--we will hear
testi nony on Resolution 15, a resolution calling upon
the Governor and the New York State Departnent of
Transportation to inplenment the recommendati on of a
t he Sheridan-Hunts Point Land Use and Transportation
Study, which is sponsored by council nenbers Pal ma
and Arroyo. The Sheridan Expressway is a relatively
short and underused highway in the Bronx that
connects the Cross Bronx and the Bruckner Expressway.
Robert Moses is already planning for the Sheridan to

continue north and connect with the New Engl and
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COVWM TTEE ON TRANPORTATI ON 4
Throughway, by the ways of the Bronx, but a regular
roadway was never built.

For decades, the Sheridan has divided
communities in the Bronx, inhibit growh and economc
devel opnent, and virtually cut off access to the
Bronx River waterfronts, all while serving relatively
limted transportati on needs even with the Hunts
Poi nt Food Distribution Center, the |argest whol esal e
full distribution market in North America | ocated
near by.

For many years, comunities and advocate
groups have urged that sonething is to be done with
the Sheridan. And |ast year, those efforts resulted
in an inportant mlestone when the city led by the
Departnent of Transportation and the Departnent of
Cty Planning rel eased the result of a conprehensive
study and a series of recommendations. |In order to
dramatically i nprove community access to the recently
revitalized Bronx River Waterfront under the city's
vision, a primary reconmendation is to transformthe
portion of the Sheridan that now run at grade into a
| ocal boul evard conplete with crosswal k and ot her

pedestri an-ready enhancenents.
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COVWM TTEE ON TRANPORTATI ON 5

A second inportant aspect of the city's
recommendations is the construction of new access
ranps of the Bruckner expressway, which would all ow
trucks associated with the Hunts Point Food Center to
avoid a major portion of the |ocal street they nost
currently use. This inprovenent together with the
city's other recomendation wll have many benefits.
Renovi ng trucks fromlocal streets will inprove the
air quality and pedestrian safety.

| mproving access to the Bronx River wll
all ow many nore residents to take advantage of newy
renovated waterfront parks, and shrinking the
Sheridan footprint will open up |land for devel opnent,
and offer an opportunity to really revitalize a
negl ected area of the Bronx. The next step in naking
this project a reality would be for the state to
undertake an environnmental inpact study. One of the
reasons we are addressing this topic today is the
budget admi nistration process that is happening as we
speak i n Al bany.

| know that many of us are hopeful that
funds for such an environnental inpact statenent can
be set aside in the budget that the state's | eaders

are expected to finalize in the com ng days. |If
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COVWM TTEE ON TRANPORTATI ON 6
adopted, this Resolution will serve as a notice that
the Gty Council firmy believes that the state
shoul d- -

[ Pause]

CHAI RPERSON RCODRI GUEZ: - -shoul d nove
forward with an environnmental inpact statenent, and
the entire vision, and vision transformation of the
Sheridan. Wth that, et nme now introduce those
Counci | Menbers who are here with us. Council Menber
Vacca and Council Menber Grani.

[ Pause]

CHAI RPERSON RCDRI GUEZ:  Now | et's hear
fromone of the | eaders in the Comm ssion, Counci
Menmber Arroyo.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYC:  Thank you, M.
Chair, and first 1'd like to thank Speaker Mark
Viverito, yourself, and Council Menber Palma for the
| eadership and support on this Resolution,
particularly those in the community who have
advocated for the transformati on of the Sheridan
Expressway and the community for |I think far too
long. There's a |lot of energy and work that has gone

into what recomrendati ons the State shoul d consi der.
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COVWM TTEE ON TRANPORTATI ON 7
There is a consensus around the study and the
recommendat i ons incl uded therein.

| think for our community the nost
i nportant aspect of this is not only transform ng the
Sheridan and opening up access to the waterfront,
Starlight Park and those beautiful facilities right
across the way that are very difficult to get to on
foot by the community residents. But, the building
of the ranps or the el evated Bruckner Expressway that
woul d take thousands of truck mles off the |ocal
streets. That will not only inprove air quality, but
hopeful ly keep our streets better intact and easier
to navigate given all of the truck traffic that we
experi ence.

| certainly urge ny colleagues to vote in
favor of this resolution, but I want to first--1'm
| ooking forward to the testinony fromthe |ocal folKks
who have a great deal to say about these
reconmendati ons. Thank you, M. Chairman.

CHAI RPERSON RCDRI GUEZ:  Thank you, and
now | 'mgoing to be calling the first panel, and to
make for the--all the coll eagues to--fromthe
Transportation Conmttee to make a quorum So we'l|l

take it to a vote. W're going to be limted on
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COVWM TTEE ON TRANPORTATI ON 8
three m nutes because there's al so other coll eagues
that they al so have other conmtnents. So the first
panel is going to be Elena Conte, Vincent Pellecchia,
and Thomas Lucani a.

[ Pause]

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ:  So, if your
testinony you think mght take nore than three
m nutes, please sunmarize. But we're going to be
putting the clock on three m nutes.

[ Pause]

CHAI RPERSON RCDRI GUEZ: Ckay, so we're
going to be doing a section for the representative of
the president of five m nutes.

TOM LUCANI A:  Good afternoon Chairnman
Rodri guez, menbers of the Transportation Comittee.
My nanme is Tom Lucania. |'mDirector of Comrunity
Boards and Legislative Affairs for Bronx Borough
President Rubin Diaz, Jr., and |'"mhere today to
speak on his behalf in support of Reso No. 15.

Since the award of a federal grant from
the United States Departnent of Transportation in
2010, the South Bronx community has worked
intensively with the Cty agencies, including our

office, to develop a vision for the Sheridan
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COVWM TTEE ON TRANPORTATI ON 9
Expressway and surroundi ng nei ghborhoods. The
Sheri dan-Hunts Point Land Use and Transportation
Study was pursued in response to community calls for
new devel opnment opportunities, better access to the
Bronx River waterfront, and safer, nore livable
streets.

Fol | owi ng nunerous public neetings and a
conpr ehensi ve di scussion with all conmmunity
interests, including those affiliated with the Hunts
Poi nt Market, a vision for the Bruckner and Sheridan
Expressways was achieved in the spring of 2013. The
hi ghl i ghts of this vision include:

Decommi ssi oni ng the Sheri dan Expressway
where this expressway is at grade |level and
reconstruct this section based on a boul evard desi gn,
t he Sheridan Boul evard.

Install a pedestrian crossing along the
Sheri dan Boul evard offering inproved access to the
Bronx River and Starlight Park.

Construct access ranmps to the Brooklyn
Expressway at Oak Point Avenue, offering inproved
access to the Hunts Point Market while reducing such

traffic on |local streets.
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COVWM TTEE ON TRANPORTATI ON 10
The New York City Departnent of
Transportation's extensive nodeling has shown that
t hese benefits could be realized with no negative
i npact on regional travel. The nodel shows that
travel tinme for nost drivers in the study area would
i mprove with these changes, and that there would be
no backup onto the Cross Bronx Expressway, the area's
nost congested roadway. The changes have the
possibility of transform ng the South Bronx by
openi ng up new devel opnent opportunities, and greatly
i mproving the quality of Iife and business climate.
After over two decades of discussing the
future of this highway, the tine has cone to take
action. | look forward to working with the Cty
Counci | pursuant to Reso 15 to inplenent these study
reconmendati ons. Thank you.
CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you.
[ Pause]
DAVE PONELL: Hi, good afternoon. Hello.
My nanme is Dave Powell. |I'mthe Coordi nator of the
Sout hern Bronx Watershed Alliance, and our nenbership
groups, many of who are going to be testifying this
afternoon as well, include Mdthers on the Mve,

Mosque Ranpbs [ phonetic], Pratt Center for Conmunity
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COW TTEE ON TRANPORTATI ON 11
Devel opnment, the Point CDC, Sustainable South Bronx,
Trusted Transportati on Canpai gn, and Youth Mnistries
for Peace and Justice. Qur mission is to advance a
comruni ty-based transportation and | and use plan for
social and environnmental justice in the South Bronx.

| just want to say we're very excited to
be testifying before the Transportation Comrttee on
t he subject of Resolution 15, which calls upon the
State to inplenent the recomrendati ons of the
Sheri dan Expressway, Hunts Point Transportation and
Land Use Study. We would like to thank Counci
Menber Rodriguez for bringing this resolution to a
hearing, as well as Council Menbers Reynoso for Levin
for their co-sponsorship on the neasure, and fromthe
Bronx as well, Janes Vacca, the forner Transportation
Conmittee Chair.

Last, but certainly not |east, we want to
acknow edge the work of Council Menbers Arroyo and
Counci | Menber Pal ma whose | eadership on this issue
led to the drafting of the Resolution and to its
i ntroduction, and we hope swift passage tonorrow. So
thank you all for your |eadership for this issue, and

for hearing us today.
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COVWM TTEE ON TRANPORTATI ON 12
For over six decades, the transportation
networ k and hi ghway infrastructure of the South Bronx
has produced negative health, safety, and economc
out cones for residents. The South Bronx, as many of
us know, has hosted a Hunts Point Food Distribution
Center, the largest food distribution center in the
country. Wth no direct connection to any hi ghway,
the 15,000 plus daily truck trips associated with the
center nust use nei ghborhood streets to enter and
exit Hunts Point causing health and safety issues for
residents, aggravation for truck drivers, and | ost
productivity for |ocal businesses. The current
roadway configuration contributes to sone of the
hi ghest asthma rates in the United States, and
severely conprom sing pedestrians' safety,
particularly around the Bruckner Expressway and the
Sheri dan Expressway.
I n Decenber of 2013, the New York Gty

Departnent of Transportation and New York City
Departnent of City Planning conpleted the Sheridan
Expressway and Hunts Poi nt Transportati on and Land
Use Setting Study or SEHP Study. The recommendati ons
fromthe SEHP Study largely nerit |ong-standing

community priorities for the area.
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COVWM TTEE ON TRANPORTATI ON 13

And | just--you know, | want to
acknowl edge there are organi zations in this roomthat
have literally been working on this issue for two
decades, which is very squarely situated not nearly
in the mddle of a transportation issues in the South
Bronx, but very much as part of the Environnental
Justice Movenent. And this has been a long tine
comng. So we were very excited to see the City
comng online with their reconmendati ons, which
mrrored community priorities.

The recomendati ons revol ve around three
| arge-scal e i nprovenents. And for those of you who
have copies of ny testinony, | just want to tal k you
t hrough them There are sone color slides that are
attached to that. The first and nost critical
i mprovenent is the construction of direct access
ranps fromthe Bruckner Expressway to the Hunts Point
Peni nsul a home to the Food Distribution Center, and
that's this slide right here. You can see that, the
rendering that was done by New York City DOT.

The second is closure of two Sheridan
ranps that currently pour traffic onto busy
pedestrian intersections. That's Hunts Point Avenue

and Bruckner Boul evard, and al so Wi tl ock and
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COW TTEE ON TRANPORTATI ON 14
West chester Avenue. The proposed cl osed ranps are
representative in the second slide, and that's nade
possi ble by the creation of direct access into Hunts
Point fromthe highway. |If you have direct access,
you don't need to be pouring truck traffic on those
very busy pedestrian intersections.

One of themby the way, and it's really
fantastic that the borough President's office is here
today showi ng their support because they've al so
showed support and | eadership on another issue that's
very germane to this particular intersection, Hunts
Poi nt Avenue and Bruckner Boul evard, and that is the
comng online of the future Metro North Station. So
we literally have a six-train station on one side of
Bruckner Boul evard. The Six Point or the Hunts Point
Avenue Six, and the future Metro Rail Station on the
ot her.

And you have what residents know as a nmad
dash across ten lanes of truck traffic. And these
reconmendations will make that project work. Wthout
that, we're sending conmuters fromMtro North into
harm's way. So we're very excited about that. And

third, and also inportant, is the conversion of the
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COVWM TTEE ON TRANPORTATI ON 15
Sheridan into a boulevard that will create access to
t he parks al ong the Bronx River.

| know ny tinme has run out, and |

appreciate that. | just want to--1 want to just give
one nore nention of a very inportant part of this
because | think this definitely has a lot in comon
with Vision Zero, which | know this comm ttee has
| ooked at very carefully. This is a grassroots
Vision Zero, and we're very excited to be working
with the Council on realizing that. Also, | think
everybody here, and particularly Bronxites know t hat
we host the largest food distribution center in the
region. And there is an issue of food security here
that has not really been considered by previous
adm nistrations. And that is the fact that over 50%
of our produce, neat, and fish in the New York
Metropolitan Area sits in a flood plain, and al so on
a peninsula. And when a super storm such as Sandy
hits this point--

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ:  |'m sorry,
could you summari ze because of the tine? |'msorry.

DAVE POWELL: Sure, Councilman. When
a super stormhits the Peninsula, there needs to be a

way to get that food in and out. Qherw se, a
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COW TTEE ON TRANPORTATI ON 16
crucial link in our food distribution network will be
cut off fromthe rest of the city and the Tri-State
area. So we |ook forward to working with the Counci
on the passage of this Resolution, and the mayor and
the city speaker to inplenent these critica
i mprovenents, which are fully aligned with the Vision
Zero Action Plan. And which we'll begin to address
the inequity in the built environnment that's the
result of decades of environnmental racism and poor
transportati on planning. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RCDRI GUEZ:  Thank you, and
|"msorry again. You know we worked together with
you and the Reso advocates who acconmpdate us so that
coul d pass the--pass this Resol ution--

DAVE PONELL: W just did. [interposing].

CHAI RPERSON RCDRI GUEZ: --before the study

DAVE POAELL: Yes. [interposing]

CHAlI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: So the tine sill
nmeans, you know.

DAVE POWNELL: kay.

VI NCENT PELLECCHI A: M nane is Vincent
Pel l ecchia. |1'm General Counsel for the Tri-State

Transportati on Canpai gn, a non-profit organization
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COVWM TTEE ON TRANPORTATI ON 17
wor king toward a nore bal anced transit friendly and
equitabl e transportati on systemin New York, New
Jersey, and Connecticut. Tri-State is one of seven
nmenber organi zations conprising the Southern Bronx
Ri ver Watershed Al liance. Tri-State supports
Resol ution 15, and strongly encourages each nenber of
the commttee to vote in favor of Resolution 15.

The current nonment of consensus in the
community for nmaking these changes nust not be
squandered. Resolution 15 will go a | ong way toward
showi ng Al bany that it should prioritize bringing
heal t h, safety, and econom c inprovenents to a
community that has endured the burdens of the current
hi ghway network for too long. For over six decades,
the transportati on network of the South Bronx has
produced negative health, safety, and econom c
outcones for residents and businesses.

The Hunts Point Peninsula is home to nmany
i ndustries, including the largest food distribution
center in the nation. Therefore, the thousands of
daily truck trips going to and fromthese busi nesses,
there's no direct connection from any hi ghway.

Rat her, all vehicles including |large trucks nust exit

t he hi ghway system and traverse local the streets, in
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COW TTEE ON TRANPORTATI ON 18
some cases for up to two mles when entering and
exiting the Peninsul a.

Forcing these trucks onto | ocal streets
causes all sorts of problens in the South Bronx, from
heal th and safety issues for residents to aggravation
for truck drivers, and |lost productivity for |oca
busi nesses. In addition to severely conprom sing
pedestrian safety, particularly along the Bruckner
and Sheridan Expressways, the current roadway
configuration contributes to asthma rates in the
South Bronx that are sonme of the highest in the
nati on.

I n Decenber 2003, City DOT and DCP
conpl eted the Sheridan Express-Hunts Poi nt
Transportation and Land Use Study. The
reconmendati ons fromthe Sheridan Study include nmany
aspects that are conmunity priorities for the area,
and if inplenented would dramatically inprove
busi ness efficiency, resident health, and pedestrian
safety.

One of the Sheridan Study's three | arge-
scal e recommendations is the subject of this
Resol ution 15, nanmely construct ranps that provide

di rect vehicular access fromthe Bruckner Expressway
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COVWM TTEE ON TRANPORTATI ON 19
into Hunts Point Peninsula. These ranps will produce
many clear benefits to the South Bronx, including
i ncreased efficiency for the Hunts Poi nt Peninsul a
busi ness, create safer conditions for pedestrians by
nmovi ng trucks off |ocal streets, and conpl enent the
Sheridan's Study's recommendation to convert the
Sheri dan Expressway to a nei ghborhood friendly
boul evard. Tri-State supports this effort, and we
urge you to pass Resolution 15. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RCDRI GUEZ:  Thank you and
since now, we have a quorum before calling the next
panel, I'mgoing to be--1 will now call a vote on
Resolution 15. | recommend a yes vote, and | ask the
Clerk to please call the roll

CLERK: WilliamMrtin, Comunity C erk.
Roll call vote, Comrittee on Transportation,

Resol ution 15. Council Menber Rodri guez.

COUNCI L MEMBER: RODRI GUEZ:  Aye.

CLERK:  Garodni ck

COUNCI L MEMBER GARCDNI CK:  Aye.

CLERK: Vacca.

COUNCI L MEMBER VACCA: Aye.

CLERK: Rose.

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE:  Aye.
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CLERK: Van Braner.

COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER
CLERK:  Weprin.

COUNCI L MEMBER VEPRI N:  Aye.
CLERK: Ml ler.

COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER  Aye.
CLERK: Reynoso.

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNCSO: Aye.

CLERK: By a vote of eight i

20

Aye.

n the

affirmative, zero in negative, and no abstentions,

the itemis adopted.

report.

Thank you.
[ Appl ause]
COW TTEE MEMBER RODRI GUEZ:

COW TTEE MEMBER: You coul d

up from here, Reynoso.

MALE SPEAKER: Thanks to all

menbers for your hard work.

Menbers pl ease sign a comittee

[of f mic]

only ness it

t he counci

CHAI RPERSON RCDRI GUEZ: W did, we did.

[ Cheers and appl ause]

[ Crosstal k]

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: The next panel is

El ena Corte, Kellie Terry, and Angel a Tovar.

[ Pause]
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El ena Conte: Good afternoon. |'m Elena
Conte with the Pratt Center for Comunity
Devel opnment. And on behalf of Pratt Center, a proud
menber of the Southern Bronx River Watershed
Al'liance, it is my extreme pleasure to testify before
you today in support of Resolution 15 calling on the
State and the Gty to partner closely together with
| ocal conmmunities to advance the recomendati ons of
the City's Sheridan Expressway- Hunts Poi nt
Transportation and Land Use Study. The Study is
soneti mes al so known as the Tl GER Study because of
its federal funding source. But as catchy as those
two nanmes are, we prefer a name in the South Bronx,
and with the Alliance. The plan to transformthe
Sheridan Corridor, that the GCity's reconmendati ons
largely reflect, is known to us as the Community
Pl an.

Fifteen years ago, |ocal environnental
justice and the community devel opnent organi zations
in the South Bronx, that formed the Alliance,
partnered with technical assistance groups including
Pratt Center to crack the plan that woul d address
dangerous air quality, deadly streets, divided

communi ties, |lack of open space and waterfront
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COVWM TTEE ON TRANPORTATI ON 22
access, lack of access to quality jobs, and badly
needed affordabl e housing while nmaking it safer and
easier for comercial vehicles to access the Hunts
Poi nt Food Distribution Center.

And the answer was found in undoing the
| egacy of Robert Moses' inconplete and ineffective
Sheri dan Expressway. And in reconfiguring the
transportation network into a safe and efficient set
of connections that serves all users better. Mjor
portions of the community plan were finally codified
through a Cty-led process, and for the first tine it
did what community residents had been calling for in
a pl anni ng approach. It actually | ooked at the
relati onship between the transportati on network, and
| and use, and the lives of those land users in a
si mul t aneous and i nterconnected way.

The result of the two-year process is a
set of consensus recommendati ons that enjoys broad
support across mnultiple nei ghborhoods and interests
t hat when inplenented will do no |less than be the
nost singularly transformative project the South
Bronx will see. Inproving the health and quality of
life for existing residents, who are overwhel m ngly

| ow i ncone and people of color, while inproving their




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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access to econom c opportunity and safe, decent
af f or dabl e housi ng.

The Community Pl an, when inplenented,

will inprove the lives of South Bronx residents, and
it will be the shining exanple of nationa
significance -- Governor Cuonob, are you listening? --

of the power of community-based planning to solve

i ssues that governnent cannot tackle alone. W have
described in the appendi x materials that illustrate
the maj or features of an extensive plan.

There's another point | really want to
hi ghli ght, which is that as inspiring as the nmgjor
el enents are, the strength of the plan is that it
cont ai ns hundreds of recommendati ons touching the
nei ghbor hoods of West Bronx, Crotona Park East,
Longwood, Hunts Point, and Bronx River that can be
commenced i medi ately. Local residents can begin
experiencing relief fromthe | egacy of top-down
raci st planning in the South Bronx tonorrow.

Al'l of that is needed is a proactive and
cooperative partnership between the State, the City,
and the local community. W can do it. That is what
Resol ution 15 calls for, and that is why we are here

to enthusiastically support its passage. W thank
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the Council for its efforts in introducing it. And
we | ook forward to continuing to work with all our
partners in the South Bronx, and with you, Mayor de
Bi | asi o, Governor Cuonop, and all his agencies to make
this historic plan a reality. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RCDRI GUEZ: Al right, before
we call for the next panels, | would like to--1 need
to excuse nyself to go to another neeting. But
before, | would |ike a council nenber-- Thank you
Counci| Menber MIler, who will continue running this
hearing. But before, | would like to recognize
Counci | Menber Menchaca, Chin, Drone and MIler who
are also here with us today. This is about clinmate
change. This is about social justice, this is about
creating opportunity for nore new devel opnents, and
this is about Vision Zero, too. Thank you. I'm
sorry, the other Council Menber of the Transportation
Comm ttee can you al so vote before | |eave?

CLERK:  Council Menber Chin.

COUNCI L MEMBER CHIN: | vote aye.

CLERK:  Menchaca.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENCHACA: | vote aye.

Count nme.
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CLERK: Well, ny count it stands at 10 in
the affirmtive.

KELLI E TERRY: Al right. Good
afternoon. M nane is Kellie Terry, and I am here
representing the Point Community Devel opnent
Cor poration, a proud | ong-standi ng foundi ng menber of
t he Sout hern Bronx River Watershed Alliance. The
Poi nt Conmuni ty Devel opnent Corporation is a non-
profit organization dedicated to youth devel opnent,
and cul tural and economc revitalization of the Hunts
Poi nt ar ea.

We are here today to conti nue what has
been not al ways an easy conversation, and | am
overwhel med with joy, although I am not necessarily
showing it right now I'mreally, really excited to
stand here. |I'mvery proud to sit there aside
Counci | Menber Arroyo, who | renmenber tal king about
this issue before | even had children, and | should
say they're eight and six. And we understand that
this is also part of our legacy, and we're all here
t oday because we understand that this |egacy is going
to take a while to inplenent.

| want to sort of build on the

treacherous conditions that we know our community is
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facing. | don't want to necessarily go into the
stats. Yes, we had di sproportionate asthna rates,
and all other health disparities. And infrastructure
we understand the poor planning, and |ack of
foresight was the result of that. | want to talk
about where we're going, and you have made possible
today. What you have nade possible today is a broad
sweepi ng consensus that has been needed to back up
the community nmenbers whose bl ood, sweat, and tears
literally over the past two decades has pushed this
community plan to where it is today.

Moving forward, we have broad sweeping
consensus not only anongst ourselves, but with
busi ness, with the business community, which used to
fornerly be seen as adversarial to this
transformati ve change. W have now found a way to
join theminto this vision noving forward. W also
have federal attention paid to the inportance of food
security, and the inportance of clinmate change, which
the council nenber rightfully nentioned before he
exited. It's not--the status quo is no | onger
acceptabl e for anybody.

We have | earned the | essons, hopefully,

all too harshly. And noving forward a conmunity-
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based plan such as this, which | ooks at
transportation infrastructure, howit relates to the
soci al infrastructure of our communities, and is not
only needed for this particular area, but should
serve, and is serving, as a nodel for how we shoul d
nove forward with planning in all environnents for
justice communities. Not only around the city, but
on a national and international scale. So what you
are doing today is allowing strategy like this to
take hold, and we | ook forward to joining wth--not
only with Gty Council menbers, but all the city,
state, and federal agencies that are now | ooki ng at
this plan.

I want to call attention to one little
recommendati on that we have fromthe Penn Onen
[ phonetic] Team which is now currently involved in
Rebui | d by Design, which is a national conpetition
| ooking at clinbing adaptati on and change. And these
reconmendations are a part of that conversation. So
we | ook forward to being a part of the transformative
change that will be happeni ng thanks to your support
today. Thank you so nuch

COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER Thank you. Before

we get started, we've been joined by Council Menber
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Geenfield, and | would ask himto vote on Resol ution

15.
CLERK: Council Menber G eenfield?
COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD: Thank you. |
vot e aye.
CLERK: The vote is now el even.
COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER: kay. Go ahead.
ANGELA TOVAR. Good afternoon. M/ nane
is Angela Tovar. [|I'mthe Director of Policy and

Research at Sustai nable South Bronx. W are a non-
profit organization on the Hunts Point Peninsula, and
we're al so one of the seven nenber organizations of
the Sout hern Bronx River Watershed Alliance. | just
wanted to begin by thanking all of you for your votes
and your | eadership today. This vote is an historic
nmonent for our canmpaign, and | think it's decades in
the making for sure. And | think | also just want to
just acknow edge sonme of the conmunity nenbers that
are here in the roomtoday that have been given--
given this canpaign a lot of time and effort.

There's a | ot of people here that won't be speaking,
but are represented by the people that are on this
panel. So thank you all for your energy and your

effort for this canpaign
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| think you've heard a lot fromthe
exi sting--1 think you know about the existing
conditions. W're here all the tine testifying in
City Council, but I'll just add a coupl e of things.
This plan is a no-brainer. | nmean it really is, and,
you know, the great thing about this exercise was at
the end of these recommendations it really was a pl an
that that-- This study we tried our best to
communi cate with the city and to make this plan
really align with the community's priorities.

So as El ena nentioned before the
community plan. And we really think that this is a
good foundation to bring positive transformation to
the South Bronx. Some of the conponents of this plan
that we're very excited about, creating the direct
access to the Bruckner fromHunts Point--fromthe
Bruckner Expressway to the Hunts Point Peninsul a.
That's good because it alleviates traffic--truck
traffic fromlocal streets. |t supports economc
devel opnent in the comunity, and it mekes it safer
for pedestrians and for transit riders.

It also is going to bring out the
opportunity to create devel opabl e | and, which, of

course, would bring--could potentially bring
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af f ordabl e housi ng, green space, |ocal jobs, and
community waterfront access. W're also talking
about pedestrian access to the Bronx River. As our
counci | woman nenti oned, we have these beauti ful
parks, Starlight Park, ConmpuPl an [phonetic] Park, and
we have limted access.

So this would really allow us to have a
design for the new crosswal ks and an inpact anal ysis
that would bring that and woul d nake that a
possibility. And then the closure of these ranps at
these real ly dangerous intersections, which would
dramatically reduce truck traffic, and woul d increase
pedestrian safety at these--at a couple of
intersections, which are the nost dangerous in the
Bronx. So we believe that this plan is mutually
beneficial for both businesses and for community
resi dents.

W really hope that this passes tonorrow
because | think that this plan sends a strong nessage
to Albany to the Governor and to our state
| egi sl ators about the critical nature of this
project. But it also synbolizes this new

adm nistration, and the Council's efforts to create
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safer streets, vibrant comunities, and a comm t nent
to South Bronx and its transformation. Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER: Thank you to the
menbers of the panel for showi ng up and testifying.

[ Pause]

COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER kay, and we have
one nore and that is Anna Mel endez [phonetic]. M.
Mel endez.

[ Pause]

Anna Mel endez: Good afternoon. M nane
is Anna Mel endez. |1'mthe Program Manager of W
Stay/ No Quedanps. First, | would like to thank al
of the Council nenbers for review ng and al so passing
the Resol ution 15, and hearing our testinonies today.
W Stay/ No Quedanpos has been a nenber of the South
Bronx River Watershed Alliance for over ten years.
Qur organi zation has inproved the quality of life for
the South Bronx comrunity through the devel opnent of
green and heal t hy affordabl e housing. W participated
in an early air quality study. So we're well aware
of the correlation between poor |and use and housi ng
as contributing factors to poor health.

The Transportation network and hi ghway

infrastructure of South Bronx have produced negative
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heal th and safety outcones for residents, and it al so
contributes to the high asthna rates, one of the
hi ghest in the United States. The reconmendati ons
for the Sheridan Expressway and Hunts Poi nt
Transportation and Land Use Study, there are a | ong-
standing comunity priorities for the area, which
i ncl udes year of striving for a safer, nore
sust ai nabl e conmunity that address critical issues of
af f ordabl e housi ng, healthy living, and safer
conmuni ti es.

The city recomendati ons revol ve around
three | arge-scal e i nprovenents, which include
construction of lands for direct access fromthe
Bruckner Expressway to Hunts Poi nt Peninsula, closure
of two shoul der | anes that pour truck traffic into
busy pedestrian intersections at Hunts Point,
Bruckner Boul evard and Westchester Witl ock Avenue.

Conversion of the Sheridan Expressway
into a boulevard that is constructed, and inplenents
ext ensi ve pedestrian safety inprovenents near the
Bronx River Waterfront. These changes woul d make way
for new devel opnent in the South Bronx, which may
i ncl ude new opportunities for affordabl e housing,

open space, and possibly new busi nesses as wel | .
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We ask that you support the New York
Saf ety Council Resolution 15, which has been a
community priority, and we see this resolution as an
opportunity to nove the pendulumforward. |If
i npl enented, these recommendations will dramatically
i nprove resident health and pedestrian safety. Thank
you so nuch
COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER: Okay. So that

is the final testinony of the hearing, and on behalf
of ny Chair, Council Menber Rodriguez and the rest of
the nenbers of the conmttee and Council Menber
Arroyo, who is just sitting there, thank you for your
work on this project. And | just want to say to the
fol ks out there, and to your constituents how proud
you shoul d be of yourselves. Because | represent
Sout heast Queens, and we experienced sone simlar
issues. And to be at the forefront of environnental
issues like this, environment and social issues are
certainly things that are not synonynous w th our
communi ties often, and you guys have done a
phenonenal job. Keep up the good work because that's
going to be required in order to get this thing done

and conpl et ed.
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So with that being said, thanks everybody

for coming out, and we will bring this neeting to a
cl ose.

[ Gavel ]

[ Appl ause]
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