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TITLE:
 Resolution calling upon the New York State Governor to call for a special election to fill all vacancies in the New York State Assembly and New York State Senate. 
 
BACKGROUND

 Pursuant to Public Officers Law § 42,  the Governor in his discretion may make a proclamation for a special election to fill a vacancy in any elective office which cannot be filled by appointment for a period extending to or beyond the next general election.  There are nine Assembly seats and two Senate seats that are vacant. According to Morgan Pheme at City and State, the exact number of New Yorkers left without representation is 1,786,166. 
 

Seven Assembly seats and one Senate seat were vacated due to the general election in 2013.  Since the election two additional Assembly seats and one Senate seat have been vacated with over half of all vacated seats located in New York City. 
According to Susan Lerner, executive director at Common Cause New York, empty seats could affect votes on controversial issues and translate into losses of representation in those districts.
  Currently, the Governor has not called for a special election and has not indicated that he plans to call for a special election resulting in seats not being filled until the next legislative session in 2015.

RESOLUTION

The proposed resolution supports and calls on the Governor to call a special election to fill all vacancies in the New York State Assembly and New York State Senate.  The resolution highlights that the New York State legislature has a complete legislative session in 2014, including budget negotiations and all districts should be represented during the session, in order to ensure a fair democratic process.  
� “Sheldon Silver Pulls Reversal on Empty Senate and Assembly Seats” � HYPERLINK "http://www.jewishvoiceny.com" �www.jewishvoiceny.com� 


� Michael Hill, “11 Vacant seats in 212 member NY Legislature” � HYPERLINK "http://www.legislativegazette.com" �www.legislativegazette.com� 


� Ibid. 






