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COW TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON 2

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Good afternoon
and wel cone to the first hearing on the
Transportation Conmttee of the New York Gty
Council. See, you got to learn. M nane’s Ydanis
Rodri guez. That’'s what ny father called ne. He
got the same nanme and |I’mthe chair of this
commttee. It is a privilege to have the
opportunity to lead this conmttee and | thank our
Speaker, Melissa Mark-Viverito, for placing her
confidence in me for this coming term | would
al so specifically acknow edge the fornmer, who is
not here right now, but he will conme join us |ater
on, Jimmy Vacca. |In these past four years as a
menber of this committee, | have | earned a great
deal fromJinmmy and | am happy to have him al so
serving us in this Transportation Comrittee. So |
woul d definitely like to say thank you, Jimmy and I
know that he will join us later on. It is very
exciting to be joined on this conmttee by such a
di sti ngui shed group of council nenbers. | very
much | ook forward to working with all of them and
woul d like to take a nonent to introduce those
menbers who are here with us right now Down the

I ine, Debbie Rose; Mark Weprin; Costa
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COW TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON 3
Constanti ni des; Carlos Menchaca; Daneek M| er and
al so we’ ve been joined by Antoni o Reynoso and al so
we’' ve been joined by Rosie Mendez.

Transportation is sonething that
affects the Iife of every New Yorker, no matter
age, incone |level, race, political belief or any
ot her designation and it is the responsibility of
this conmttee to ensure New Yorkers have safe,
af fordabl e, efficient and ethically sound options
as they go about their day. | look forward to the
great work we will be doing together to inprove the
way all New Yorkers get around our great city, but
| say today that this commttee will place a strong
focus on safety and accountability in our nass
transit |andscape. Just a nonth into this new
year, we have al ready seen 18 tragic deaths due to
traffic accidents, including several children under
the age of 14. Two weeks ago, | stood at a vigi
with friends and fam |y of nine-year old Cooper
Stock, killed while crossing the street with his
father at 97th Street and West End, and as a father
of two daughters, | cannot inmagine the pain that
this that has been going through... that this

famly is going through and other fanilies around
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COW TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON 4
the city right now \Wile today, we nove to
bol ster the effort for accountability in these
deaths, in the near future we will hear about what
steps our new adm nistration is taking to w thstand
this type of traffic violation and to bring an end
to the terrible deaths and injuries resulting from
reckless driving. Wth ny colleagues on this
commttee, who | believe share these thoughts on
these issues, | will seek to make a concerted
effort to continue changing the | andscape of urban
transportation, taking what works and inproving
what does not. W will look to our other cities
and our countries and around the world and work to
i ncorporate new i deas and nethods simlar to the
Vision Zero Plan initiated in Sweden. W will | ook
to increase the scope of existing options in the
state and the locales for innovative ideas to
i nprove one of the largest urban transportation
systens in the world. |’ mexcited to get started
on this path and together we hope to acconplish
great things.

On today’'s agenda we will vote on

whet her to override the veto of Introduction 1055-A

fromthe | ast council sessions, a | aw that woul d
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COW TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON 5
require the NYPD to report nore infornmation
regarding hit and run bill collisions. Intro 1055-
a originally sponsored by formal Council Menber
Leroy Conrie, now Queens Deputy Borough President,
was passed by the Gty Council on Decenber 19t h,
2013 and vetoed by then-Mayor Bl oonberg Decenber
27th, 2013. The bill has been reintroduced by
Counci| Menber Peter Koo. Over the past few years,
the council has engaged in repeated oversight of
the NYPD collision investigation protocols. Hit
and run crashes, particularly those that result in
serious injuries and death, are a especially
revolting crimnal act that we nmust be sure are
recei ving extensive investigations by the police.
It is in the interest of the public safety for the
NYPD to report the statistics relating to such
incidents. Into 1055-A will require the NYPD to
report the nunmbers of hit and run collisions broken
down by precinct every quarter. In addition, the
bill requires the police departnent to report to
the council and to the public the nunber of cases
closed with or without an arrest. This way, we
will be able to see what percentage of cases are

successfully closed and it will give the council in
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COW TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON 6
its oversight and budgetary role, a better idea of
whet her nore resources are needed to catch the
of fenders who conmit these terrible crimes and to
prevent simlar incidents in the future.
Furthernore, the bill will require the NYPD to give
to the council brief descriptions of the
i nvestigation of each case again, helping the
council in its oversight and budgetary role by
all ow ng greater insight into whether investigation
resources are sufficient. The council has heard
testinony fromseveral famlies of individuals
involved in fatal crashes who feel they were not
informed on what if any investigation took place.
This is unacceptable. Intro 1055-A is designed to
bring nore information about these investigations
tolight. Qur role in the council is to preside
over city agencies and Intro 1055-A will help us do
so nore effectively on an issue that is literally a
matter of life or death

| would like to thank nmy conmittee
staff counsel, Lyle Frank and policy analysts Gafir
Sol ove [phonetic] and Jonat han Masserano, as wel |l
as nmy staff, legislative director Carnen de | a Rosa

and communi cation director Rosa Mirphy, and now I
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COW TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON 7
would like to turn to some of my col |l eagues, who
would like to say a few words, starting with Rosie
Mendez. And before, | would also like to recognize
Jimy Van Braner, who is here with us today.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you
Chair Rodriguez. | wanted to cone before the
committee to give a little background on this
| egislation. Former Council Menber Leroy Conrie,
Counci | Menber Koo and | introduced this
| egislation |ast year and it was passed in
Decenber, as the chair said, and Mayor Bl oonberg
overrode the veto, but | wanted to give an
expl anation. W introduced several pieces of
| egislation. For those of you who are in 250 a | ot
| ate working, you may know t he cl eaning |ady, Sarah
Dom nguez and so Sarah’s son Dante, who was 45, was
killed right after Sandy in Queens by a hit and run
driver, who was speeding. There was canera
f oot age, but because of the Sandy crisis, the
police did not get and the video was too | ate and
we only got a partial license plate nunber. It has
been 14 nonths. They have no | eads on who killed
her son. He left three children behind and a w dow

and Sarah, who |I’ve known for nore than 10 years,
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COW TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON 8
was crying one day and | asked her what happened
and she explained this. So | went to Leroy Conrie,
who was the chair of the Queen’s del egati on and
then we found out this was in Koo' s district and we
all came together and proposed a series of
| egislation. This legislation would just give us
data and that | think goes a | ong way for us
determ ni ng how we nake our streets safer. W can
tal k about slow zones, which | just created one in
ny district with the conmunity board, Board 3, and
I’mreally excited and we can tal k about zero
tol erance, but when these things happen | ate at
ni ght when soneone’s going to the store to get sone
mlk, we need real investigation and we need any
canmera footage anywhere in this city to be turned
over imedi ately and we need the police to go get
it imrediately. So | hope that provides a backdrop
and |’ m here on behalf of my good friend, Leroy
Conrie and Council Menber Koo and | hope that
everyone votes to override this veto. Thank you,
M. Chair

[ Pause]
CHAI RPERSON RCDRIGUEZ: | would like to

recogni ze your contribution; the |egacy that you
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COW TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON 9
provided to the former chairman and now t hat we
al so have you as a nenber, |’m|l ooking for your
advi ce and experience. | know how comm tted you
are, as all of us here, to be sure that we inprove
transportation and we take this city to the
chal | enge that we have where in 2030 we will be
gai ni ng an addi tional 550,000 new New Yorkers, who
wi Il need transportation to go to work. Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER VACCA: Hi, thank you

M. Chair, and I welcone you... as the old chair, |
wel come the new chair, but I'’msure we will get a
| ot done because so nuch needs to be done and |
wanted to speak on Council Menber Comrie’s bill
Wiile | was chair of the comnmttee, we had nmany
heari ngs about collisions and the fact that
collision investigations had to be strengthened;
that we had to see action where people who are
involved in collisions who were going so quickly in
their cars that they often ended up hurting,
mai mi ng and killing people; that these collisions
were not being properly investigated, totally
i nvestigated and there was not an appropriate
conclusion or closure and we had famlies com ng

forth that were beyond enotionally distraught.
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COW TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON 10
Losing a young child is unbearable and we had a M.
and Ms. Eckstein especially come forth from Brad
Landers district, at one of the neetings | attended
in eight years in this council that was the nost
enotional hearing | could ever have attended. So
this bill is going to provide another tool in the
tool box, so to speak. It’s going to provide
anot her opportunity for us to address this. W
need the information because we as a council are
the body that is here to do oversight over city
agenci es and wi thout every possi bl e piece of
information, then doing effective oversi ght becones
problematic and we are elected to be accountable to
the people to make sure the oversight is done. So
based on these hearings we had, and as Rosie
i ndi cat ed, Council man Koo and herself and Counci
Menber Conrie canme forth with this legislation. W
nmust advocate for the speed bunps and advocate for
t he speed caneras and we nust have nore sl ow zones
and we nust quicken up the pace when sl ow zones are
installed. W’'re told by the former DOT
Conmm ssi oner slow zones are approved, but for 2017.
Wll, then they are too slow to inplenment slow

zones. You can't take four years before
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COW TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON 11
nei ghbor hoods get relief once you identify
speeding. So with that all that said, hit and run
accidents are especially onerous in the city.

These are crimnal acts that have to be thoroughly
investigated and fanmlies have a right to know that
we're going to take affirmative action and |
support the Vision Zero, as the Mayor indicated. |
know you, M. Chair, support it. [|I’msure all of
us want pedestrian casualties reduced and | think
this legislation froma transparency perspective
goes a long way, so | urge you to override the veto
of the Myor.

CHAI RPERSON RCDRI GUEZ:  And ot her
col |l eagues | would also like to recognize:
Margaret Chin, Steven Levin and David G eenfield,
who al so are here. Anybody el se? No? kay, so
hearing there are no further speakers, the
questions on the floor are whether we shoul d
unsanctify Mayor Bl oonberg’ s veto nessage of Intro

1055-A, which is M)009-2014, and notw t hst andi ng

wth this veto nessage whether we wll again
approve Intro 1055-A. | urge a yes vote on both
guestions. | ask the clerk to please call the rol

on these questions.
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COWM TTEE CLERK: Kevin Pin [phonetic],
conmttee clerk. Roll call on the Conmttee on
Transportation; Intro 1055-A.  Council Menber
Rodri guez.

CHAI RPERSON RCDRI GUEZ:  Aye. | would
like to be added on this bill.

COWM TTEE CLERK:  Gar odni ck.

COUNCI L MEMBER GARCDNI CK:  Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Vacca.

COUNCI L MEMBER VACCA: | vote aye.

COW TTEE CLERK:  Chin.

COUNCI L MEMBER CHI N:  Aye.

COWM TTEE CLERK: Levi n.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN: | vote aye and |
would like to be added to the bill as well.

COW TTEE CLERK: Rose.

COUNCI L MEMBER RCSE:  Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Van Braner.

20

21

22

23

24

25

COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER  Aye.
COW TTEE CLERK: Weprin.

COUNCI L MEMBER VEEPRI N:  Aye.
COWM TTEE CLERK: G eenfiel d.
COUNCI L MEMBER GREENFI ELD:  Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Constanti ni des.
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COW TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON 13

COUNCI L MEMBER CONSTANTI NI DES:  Aye.

COW TTEE CLERK: Menchaca.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENCHACA: Aye and
pl ease add ne to the bill.

COW TTEE CLERK: Ml er.

COUNCI L MEMBER M LLER  Aye. M.
Chairman, if | may. |’mhonored to be a part of
this Transportation Conmttee that will inpact so
many |ives of so many peopl e throughout the city of
New York and I’m so | ooking forward to the positive
work that this conmttee will do, and we coul d not
start in a better way than as in the affirmative to
address this inportant, so | vote aye and woul d
| ove to be added to the bill as well.

COW TTEE CLERK: Reynoso.

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNOCSO  Aye. | would
like to be added to the bill as well. Thank you.

COMWM TTEE CLERK: By a vote of 13 in
the affirmative, zero in the negative and no
abstentions, all itens have been adopt ed.

CHAI RPERSON RODRI GUEZ: Thank you and |
woul d |like to dedicate our vote to a young person
who was killed, a M. R vera, tw years ago on

Moshol u Parkway, and if you google it and you go to
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COW TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON 14
his case on Fox 5, you will see that the driver who
conmtted the hit and run he turned his car on fire
in order to get rid of the evidence and still wth
that act, the famly is still... the nother of that
young recent college graduate killed at that
particular area, is seeking for justice. This
hearing i s adj ourned.

[ gavel ]
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