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COW TTEE ON HOUSI NG AND BUI LDI NGS 2

CHAI RPERSON DI LAN: Good nor ni ng,
everyone and welcone. 1’'d like to call this
hearing to order. M nane is Erik Martin Dlan and
I’ mthe Chairperson of the City Council’s Housing
and Buildings Conmittee. And today |’'mjoined by
nmy col | eagues from Brookl yn, Council Menber Lou
Fil der, Council Menber Joel R vera of the Bronx,
Counci | Menber Elizabeth Crowl ey of Queens, Counci
Menmber Letitia James of Brooklyn, Council Menber
Eric Urich of Queens. To ny right my Counsel Ed
Atkin, Council Menber Jackson of Manhattan, Counci
Menmber Conrie of Queens, Council Menber Gal e Brewer
of Manhattan, Council Menber Rosie Mendez of
Manhat t an.

Today the Committee will be conducting
hearing for the purposes of a vote on two itens,
whi ch both will be di sposed for the purposes of a
vote at the conclusion of this hearing.

The first bill before us is proposed
Intro 1056A, known as the building code, but it’s
i ntended to update the city' s plunbing, building,
mechani cal, fuel gas codes to be consistent with
the international codes. And as many of you may

recall and menbers of this commttee in 2007, this
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COW TTEE ON HOUSI NG AND BUI LDI NGS 3
commttee and this council passed Local Law 33,
whi ch overhauled the city’s 40-year old
construction codes and brought themin line with
the international codes. To ensure that the city’'s
codes were regularly reviewed, Local Law 33
required periodic updates to the city code based on
changes to the international codes. 1056A, which
is before us today, represents the first such
updat e.

The second bill before us today is
proposed I ntroduction 11102A, which is sponsored by
Counci | Menber Van Braner. And this bill is to
ensure that hazardous materials stored throughout
the city are safe fromflooding or other disasters.
Now, this bill also requires hazardous storage
facilities to let the city know which fl ood zone
and hurricane evacuation zone they are in. The
bill authorizes the Departnent of Environnental
Protection to create rules regarding the storage of
hazardous materi al s.

Now, | do want to say that in 1056A
there is -- for the purposes of environnental
review, it has been determned that this is a type

two adnini strative action. I[t’s alittle technica
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COW TTEE ON HOUSI NG AND BUI LDI NGS 4
piece | do have to say for the record. And
further, there are sone things that -- and I would
like to at |east have the next council -- the next
council consider on crane regul ati ons, which
unfortunately, | cannot do today but have been
synpathetic to in the past.

Wth that being said, what | would |ike
to say it's been a pleasure working with each and
every one of you as a chairperson of this conmttee
and nmenbers of this conmttee and being that we are
convening -- well, I’mconvening this comrttee for
the last tinme, |’ve got to say it was a pl easure.
It’s a great conmittee, there are great people on
the coomittee and |’ve certainly enjoyed the ride
and | ook forward to seeing who the next chairperson
of this conmttee will be.

Wth that | would like to ask the Cerk
to couple both items and recommend a yes vote and
ask the Cerk to call the roll.

THE CLERK: Kevin Pena [phoneti c]
Committee Clerk, roll call on the Commttee on
Housi ng and Bui |l dings, Intro 1056A and 1102A

Counci | Menber Dil an.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI LAN: | vote aye.
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COW TTEE ON HOUSI NG AND BUI LDI NGS 5

THE CLERK: Rivera.

COW TTEE MEMBER RI VERA: | vote aye.

THE CLERK: Council Menber Dil an.

COW TTEE MEMBER DI LAN: | vote aye.

THE CLERK: Rivera.

COW TTEE MEMBER RI VERA: | vote aye.

THE CLERK:  Brewer.

COW TTEE MEMBER BREVWER: | vote aye.
But | also want to nmake sure that we thank Counci
Menber Dilan for all of his service. | am
particularly appreciative of the work he’s done on
sonme of the housing initiatives in addition to
| egislation. As many have said, his word is his
word and that’'s sonmething that counts a lot in ny
book. So sonething -- we care a | ot about housing;
we care a | ot about the issues, the Building s
Departnent, HBD. And | think that everyone who has
been part of these discussions feels good about the
work we’ve done and the | eadership of the Chair. |
vote aye.

THE CLERK: Conri e.

CHAI RPERSON DI LAN:  Counci | Menber

Conrie to explain his vote.
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COW TTEE ON HOUSI NG AND BUI LDI NGS 6
COW TTEE MEMBER COMRI E:  Thank you
Thank you for perm ssion, M. Chair. | want to
vote aye on all. | just want to thank you, M.
Chair, for being a great colleague and a truly
conmtted council nenber that not only pushed for
his district but had chaired this conmttee with a
| ot of focus and detail and did it in a very classy
way that made all of us proud. 1It’s been a
pl easure working with you and all of the staff for
t he Housing and Building’s Committee as well.
I"’mvoting aye on this bill. |

understand that -- as you renenber, M. Chair,
Counci | Menber Probanzano and yourself and nysel f
wor ked on the first building code revision back
when they decided to open up the process and make
t he process nore anmendabl e and have all of the
prof essi onal s cone together with the Building s
Departnment and create the opportunity for periodic
updates. So I'mglad to see that the updates are
continuing and that there’'s an inclusion fromthe
industry to ensure that the code is done with the
feedback and input from every aspect of the

industry that it effects.
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COW TTEE ON HOUSI NG AND BUI LDI NGS 7
| understand that there are sone

concerns with sone aspects in this code that would
allow for outsiders to conme in and try to get
i nvolved in areas of construction, especially the
mechani cal code. | just want to assure fol ks that
this is not a rigid docunent. There’'s plenty of
opportunities for anendnent. | wi sh we had nore
tinme to address those particular issues, but in
order for the code to nove forward, |I’mvoting aye
on all.

THE CLERK: Fil der.

COUNCI L MEMBER FILDER: Can | be
excused to explain ny vote?

CHAI RPERSON DI LAN:  Counci | Menber
Filder to explain his vote.

COUNCI L MEMBER FI LDER:  Thank you. And
|, too, want to thank the Chairman and the entire
staff of this Conmttee. |1’ve served for 12 years
now on this commttee. | have to say that sone of
t he i ssues here can nmake your eyes bl eed, except
for the folks who are sitting out there are al
very interested in all this stuff. It has been an
education on a nunber of issues and sonetines the

i ssues are as conplex as 2490 sonet hi ng pages.
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COW TTEE ON HOUSI NG AND BUI LDI NGS 8

On the issue at hand, | understand that
there are several problens that have been brought -
- sonme of which have been brought to ny attention
in the last 24 hours. |’ve been assured that those
matters can be dealt with by the next council. As
much as | hate kicking the can down the road, |
really don’t think we have nmuch of a choice in
doing that. So I’mgoing to vote aye on all and
hope that the next council does as thorough and
good a job as | believe you M. Chairman and your
staff have led this conmittee in doing.

THE CLERK: Jackson

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: May | be
excused to explain ny vote, M. Chair?

CHAI RVAN DI LAN:  Counci | Menber Jackson
to explain his vote.

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON:  Thank you.
Well, first let me congratulate you on the tenure
as the Chair of the Housing and Buil di ngs
Conmittee. |’ve been a nenber of this conmttee
for 12 years. (Qbviously the issues and concerns of
housi ng and buildings in the City of New York is,
in many people’s mnd, the nunber one issue,

af fordabl e housing. |In fact, going throughout the
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COW TTEE ON HOUSI NG AND BUI LDI NGS 9
city and even in the borough of Manhattan,
af f ordabl e housi ng has been the nunber one issue.

But | say to you, as | spoke to you
briefly before we began this neeting, the building
code has wapped up many things in there. And |
wi sh that | could separate the one on the crane
operators. Local 14 spoke to ne outside before
starting this neeting. And if this was separated,
| would vote no on that particular natter.
Unfortunately, it’s not separated as in the
docunents here, as you can see, is hunmungous,
that’'s what we’'re voting on. And, unfortunately,
comuni cation with me specifically did not really
occur until this norning. So that’s unfortunate.
So hopefully, the issues and concerns

will be addressed in speaking to the crane
operators and the union | eaders and then know ng
the history as in far as in the news, | believe
this Administration wanted to have crane operators
fromanywhere in this country to be able to cone
into New York Gty and operate cranes. And as we
know how dangerous they are and because of
situations that have occurred here -- and as you

know, everyone cannot cone into New York City and
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COW TTEE ON HOUSI NG AND BUI LDI NGS 10
just do work, that’s nunber one. Nunmber two, we're
tal ki ng about union jobs. And we’'re tal king about
this will reduce the nunber of union workers being
enployed in New York City. |’ma union man. But |
say to all of you that I wish that the next counci
under the | eadership of whoever the next speaker is
and the next Mayor, Bill de Blasio, that we address
this and correct it.

Unfortunately, it’s not separated out,
so |l can't vote no. If | had the opportunity,
woul d vote no on that section. But in totality I
have to vote and so | vote yes with that
reservation.

CHAI RPERSON DI LAN:  Thank you, Counci
Menmber Jackson

THE CLERK: Janes.

COUNCI L MEMBER JAMES: Thank you, M.
Chair. | share the sentinments of Council Menber
Jackson. But | want to congratul ate Council Menber
Di | an because | often recognize that politics is a
delicate balancing act. And Council Menber Dl an,
you have perfected that skill

CHAI RPERSON DI LAN:  Thank you.
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COW TTEE ON HOUSI NG AND BUI LDI NGS 11
COUNCI L MEMBER JAMES: But | recognize
that this bill seeks to inprove the existing code
and al so seeks to make alterations with respect to

our new buildings. Notw thstanding the fact that

the bill in question is -- how many pages | ong?
2600 pages long. |’ve spoken to a nunber of
individuals with respect to this bill. 1’'ve spoken

to a nunber of ny coll eagues as well as nenbers of
the Rankin file as well as experts who have worked
on the bill and I trust their judgnent

not wi t hst andi ng the executive version of the bill
which | have reviewed. And in light of that, | am
prepared to vote yes on the bill. | vote aye.

And, again, Council Menber Dilan and to
t he Chai rman, thank you for your |eadership and
t hank you for preserving and buil di ng af fordabl e
housi ng i n New Yor K.

CHAI RMAN DI LAN: | have to say even
though it’s maybe a little bit inappropriate; it
was a pleasure for ne serving with you as the co-
Chair of the Brooklyn Del egation and | ook forward
to your future | eadership on a cityw de basis now.

COUNCI L MEMBER JAMES: Thank you, sir.

| vote aye.
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COW TTEE ON HOUSI NG AND BUI LDI NGS 12

THE CLERK: Mendez.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: | vote aye.
And | want to thank the Chair for his friendship
and gui dance, even up until his last indiscretion
where he endorsed ny opponent. But for eight years
-- for seven and a half years you' ve been there and
you' ve been --

CHAI RPERSON DI LAN: | did apol ogi ze for
t hat .

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: -- a good

Chair. As long as you know your nistake, but

they' Il conme back and haunt you.
CHAI RPERSON DI LAN: | did apol ogi ze for
it. And if they come back to haunt ne, 1’1l deal

with it at that time. But it’s been a pleasure
serving with you as well.

THE CLERK: Crow ey.

COUNCI L MEMBER CROALEY: Perm ssion to
expl ain nmy vote.

CHAI RPERSON DI LAN:  Counci | Menber
Crow ey to explain her vote.

COUNCI L MEMBER CROALEY: | too would
like to thank Council Menber Erik Dilan for his

| eadership on this Commttee. Since |’ve been in
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COW TTEE ON HOUSI NG AND BUI LDI NGS 13

t he Council, you ve served with such dedication and
we’ ve been having a very good working rel ationship,
so | do appreciate your dedication. | amgoing to
vote aye on 1102A and I'’mgoing to abstain froma
vote on the building code because | have
reservations about the entirety of the code. |
feel like the departnent has been rushing the code
in wthout proper oversight. And was nentioned
today by the engineers, there is concern about
safety and regul ations that pertain to |licenses and
practicing in the city. So | look forward to
working with the next council to address these
concerns. Thank you

CHAI RPERSON DI LAN:  Thank you, Counci
Menber Crow ey.

THE CLERK: Wi ans.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS:  Perm ssion to
explain nmy vote?

CHAI RPERSON DI LAN:  Counci | Menber
WIllianms to explain his vote.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS:  Thank you.
know this bill was very difficult. 1’ mgoing to
vote aye. | know there was a |lot of back and forth

onit. Several of us are still going to be here.
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COWM TTEE ON HOUSI NG AND BUI LDI NGS 14

If there’s any additional fixes that we can do to

nmake the bill better, I'’mdefinitely hoping to do
that. | want to congratulate you all on the bil
and trying to make it better as well as -- as the

uni ons and the advocates and hopefully we can
continue to nove forward and fix it if there s any
other fixes that are needed.

| also want to congratul ate you. It
was a pleasure serving on this conmttee with you
Havi ng been a housi ng advocate when you becane
Chair, there was quite a | ot of concern when that
actual |y happened, but | don't think it was -- been
nearly the disastrous thing that people thought it
was going to be if Erik Dilan becanme the housing
Chair. So | think that bodes well for you. So
congratul ati ons on your next endeavors and | vote
aye.

THE CLERK: U rich

COUNCI L MEMBER ULRICH: M. Chairman,
I’d like to be excused to explain ny vote.

CHAI RVAN DI LAN:  Council Menber U rich
to explain his vote.

COUNCI L MEMBER ULRI CH:  Thank you. M.

Chairman, | want to al so add ny appreciation for
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COW TTEE ON HOUSI NG AND BUI LDI NGS 15
all of your hard work and ny deepest admiration for
you. | think you ve been a fine Chairman of this
Conmittee and it’s been an honor to serve on the
Council with you

However, with respect to the bills that
we're voting on today, | will be voting use on
Intro 1102. And | will be abstaining on proposed
Intro 1056A for several reasons. The first of
which is | have not read the bill, and I will not
vote on a bill that I have not read. And | submt
to you that 2600 pages of legislation is a hearty
thing to digest and, as a matter of fact, | was
handed a very nice zip drive this norning. But |
have not had a chance to talk to people in the
field and fromthe industry who know nore about
this stuff than I do quite frankly.

And | know that the Mayor is strongly
advocating that we pass this today, but | don’'t
think that ny yes vote would be a responsible vote
because, quite frankly, | don’t know enough about
it, | haven't read it, and there seens to be a | ot
of concern from people who actually work every day

as master riggers or crane operators who say there
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COW TTEE ON HOUSI NG AND BUI LDI NGS 16
is afewthings in here that we probably ought to
take a second | ook at.

THE CLERK:  Gennaro.

COUNCI L MEMBER GENNEARO.  Yes.

THE CLERK: Intro 1111 -- 1102A has
been adopted by a vote of 12 in the affirmative,
zero negative, no abstentions. Intro 1056A by a
vote of ten in the affirmative, zero negative and
two abstentions.

CHAI RPERSON DI LAN:  Ckay. All right.
VWhat | will say is at this time | would like to
thank all of the 280 stakehol ders that worked in
putting this package together on behalf of this
city on a pro bono basis. | did have the
opportunity to mingle with thema couple of days
ago at the code celebration that was hosted by the
New York City Building Departnent. | want to thank
them publically and on the record for their service
to the City.

Al'so, | want to thank all the
har dwor ki ng people at the New York City Building' s
Departnent to say that it’'s also been a pleasure to
work with you under the |eadership of both

Conmi ssi oners Lancaster and Lanondrie [phonetic].
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COW TTEE ON HOUSI NG AND BUI LDI NGS 17
You guys truly have done some historic things that
peopl e did not think could be acconplished in our
lifetinme. And | want to credit you guys for that.

Li ke any process that includes 2600
pages of |egislation not everything is going to be
perfect, not everyone is going to be happy. And to
some |'msynpathetic. And hopefully those itens
can be worked out. But |ight of the act of where
we are today and the fact that we al nost did not
get here today is, in ny mnd, no reason to
wi thhold the vote on this itemtoday. So |I am gl ad
that it is adopted and | ook forward to working with
the rest of you in the future, wherever that may
be.

Sol'’d like to thank you all. And with
that, we will | eave the vote open for as |long as
the rules allowto allow for sone nenbers who are
intransit. And at that tinme, this hearing will be
adj our ned.

[ Pause]

CHAI RPERSON DI LAN: | want to recognize
Counci| Menber WIlianms for the purpose of changing

his vote.
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COWM TTEE ON HOUSI NG AND BUI LDI NGS 18

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS:  Thank you

M. Chair. | just wanted to actually abstain on
Bill No. 1056 for sone simlar reasons that were
nmentioned. | had sonme misinformation. | just want

to read the bill a little bit nore thoroughly. So
|"d Iike to abstain from 1056

[ Pause]

THE CLERK: Final vote on the Conmittee
on Housing and Buildings Intro 1102A, 12 in the
affirmative, zero in the negative, no abstentions;
Intro 1056A, nine in the affirmative, zero in the
negative and three abstentions. This neeting is
adj our ned.

[ Gavel ]
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