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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 3

CHAI RPERSON COMRI E: Good afternoon.
We are convening the final Land Use Comm ttee
for the class of 2009, December 10'", 2013. |
am Leroy Conmrie. | have been honored to serve
as the Land Use Chair for the past four years
of the Commttee. | want to thank, first, the
Land Use staff. They deserve a round of
appl ause. There's not a | ot of people in the
room but--[applause]. Gale Benjam n
[ phonetic], Amy Levitan [phonetic], Anne Mccoy
[ phonetic], Alonzo Carr [phonetic], Peter
Jani si ck [phonetic], Danielle Deserbo
[ phonetic], Rob Moralier [phonetic], and the
special hitter always on deck, Ranmon Marti nez,
dealing with the Land Use issues. | want to
t hank the Land Use staff over on the 16'"
floor, Maria Margaret, G ovanna [phonetic],
Al ex, and Nora [phonetic] for everything that
t hey’ ve done. | want to thank the Subcomm ttee
Chairs, Steve Levin and Brad Lander for their
service and especially Mark Weprin as his--in
his services of Zoning Subcomm ttee. The three
of the subcomm ttee chairs put in |long hours as

has been said already, serving and hol ding up
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 4
i ssues even when no one else was present in the
room ot her than the commttee staff and the
effected communities during often four to five

hour hearings on a norm on technical issues,

and--1 didn't get the quorumyet. | was making
a speech. Okay. | will just sumup and say
that |1’ ve been honored to work with all of you

as we try to make this city a better place and
make sure that the Land Use Comm ttee was a

pl ace of opportunity for anyone that had a

i ssue, that they felt confortable with com ng
here to get their issues aired and to have a
full discussion on anything that related to
Land Use, and to all of the comm ttee nmenbers
and to all of the Council Menmbers that had Land
Use issues, | hope that we made the commttee a
pl ace that you wanted to come to in order to be
effective. | want to thank HPD and City

Pl anni ng and the Departnment of our School
Construction for their input also as they cane
to testify at hearings and to bring us the
knowl edge and i nformati on about the information
t hat came through the commttee. And finally, I

want to thank the public for your indul gence
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 5
and for your activism because your input at the
Land Use Committee meetings shaped the projects
as well. And | realize today’'s a |ong day, and
a | ot of people have other things on their
m nd, but | just wanted to say that for the
record. So |I’m going to announce that we have
a quorum We are joined by Council Menbers
Annabel Palma fromthe Bronx, Maria Del Carnmen
Arroyo fromthe Bronx, Steve Levin from
Br ookl yn, Joel Rivera fromthe Bronx, I|nez
Di ckens from Manhattan, Sara Gonzales from
Br ookl yn, Diana Reyna from Manhattan, Peter Koo
from Queens, the quiet Charles Barron from
Br ookl yn, Jessica Lappin from Manhattan, Dan
Garodni ck from Manhattan, and Mark Weprin. W
have a--oh, and Robert Jackson hiding in the
background, and the great Al Vann is taking
care of business. W only have a coupl e of
items on the agenda. One is in Council Menber
Levin's district known as 77 Commercial Street.
It’s Land Use 961 through 963, which are
related in Brooklyn Community Board One, item
number C140047ZSK and 140046ZRK and 140048ZAK,

and they are to grant a special permt pursuing
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 6
to sections 62-836 of the Zoning Resolution, to
grant an amendment of the Zoning Resolution for
special bulk regulations and to grant a
aut hori zation pursuant to section 62822A of the
Zoni ng Resolution to nodify the requirenments
for visual corridors and waterfront public
access areas. And then we have in Counci
Member Tish James district Land Use 989, known
as Long Island University within Brooklyn
Community Board Two, |[tem nunber C1300400MWK.
It’s an anmendnent to the zoning map to deal
with some elimnation of streets and easenents
in order for LIUto do the things necessary to
grow as a campus. We’'ve been joined by Counci
Member Brad Lander and Council Menmber Jumaane
Wlliams both from Brooklyn. Again, | want to
t hank the staff and especially for Anne Mcoy,
who even though | fuss at her it’s because
she’s trying to make sure that we’'re doing
everything technically correct, and since |I'm
the | east technical person in the room
sometimes we’ ' re always fighting, but Anne, |
want to say | appreciate everything that you ve

done to try to make sure that things are done
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 7
and articul ated properly, because they have to
be since this is the Land Use Comm ttee.

Thi ngs have to be articulated in the proper way
and said in the proper way, and Anne has made
sure that 1’ve always gotten back to doing it
t he proper way. So thank you Anne. Thank you
all. This is nmy last commttee nmeeting as
Chair of the Comm ttee. Thank you all.
[ appl ause] And with that, | reconmmend a no vote
on the--no, I'’mjust kidding. Wth that, |
recommend an aye vote on everything on today’s
agenda. WIlliam Martin, for the last time, sir,
for me, please call the roll

CLERK MARTI N: WIlliam Martin,
Comm ttee Clerk. Roll call vote Committee on
Land Use. Council Member Conrie?

CHAlI RPERSON COMRI E:  Aye.

CLERK MARTIN: Rivera?

COUNCI L MEMBER RI VERA:  Aye.

CLERK MARTIN: Reyna?

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNA: Aye, and
t hank you to our Chair.

CLERK MARTI N: Barron?
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 8

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: May | be
excused to explain ny vote?

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNA: Say no.

CHAlI RPERSON COVRI E: It doesn’t
matter.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Well, let me
just say this. | will be explaining nmy vote.
want to say to the Chair, this is the nost
difficult conmttee to chair, one of the nost
difficult commttees. A lot of land is given
away to people who don’t deserve it, but you
did the best you could to keep it as affordable
for our community. So | don’t want to
di sappoi nt any of you and stop and vote aye on
all. So that will not be happening today. |
want to vote no on the Greenpoint project, but
| want to let you know that | think before
vote and | research before | vote. There's 720
units, 520 of those units will be 100 percent
and above the AM and for the new Counci
Menmbers that are here, always | ook out for the
Area Medi an I ncone, because that’s how they
gentrify on nei ghborhoods. The AM for New York

City as you know is about 84,000 for a famly
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 9
of four. So if you do 125 and 100 percent of
the AM, you're tal king about an income
requi rement for those units that probably are
above 100, 000 dollars, and there’s no way that
over 50, 60 percent of the people in that area
make over 100, 000 dollars. They may be sone who
m ght make that, but very few. The area,
nei ghbor hood and AM for that area is, |’ve
heard two nunbers, anywhere from 34,000 dollars
for a famly four. The highest number | heard
was 60, dependi ng upon how you carve out the
nei ghbor hood, but nothing near the AM’s that’s
in this project. For that reason, |’mvoting no
on the Greenpoint project and aye on the rest.
Have a happy holi day.

CLERK MARTI N: Jackson?

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: May | be
excused to explain nmy vote? Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON COMRI E: So or dered.

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: So | wanted
to say to you, Leroy, thank you for your tenure
as Chair of the Land Use Commttee. It’'s been
my honor and pleasure to work with you as ny

col |l eague. You' ve been ny colleague in City
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 10
Council for the past 12 years, and we’ve al ways
had a good working relationship. But also, as
Charl es indicated, the Land Use Comm ttee which
has three subcomm ttees is not an easy
commttee to chair. So you've done an honorabl e
job on behalf of all of New York City
residents, understanding the conplexities of
our great city and |land use. Wth that, | w sh
you all the best in your new role as the Deputy
Bor ough President of Queens. | know that you’l
do well. | wish you good health you and your
famly and all things that God can provide for
you. So with that, |I vote aye on all. |
di sagree with my coll eague Charles Barron. He’s
al ways full of fun, but he votes his
conscience, but | do say that Steve Levin and
Di ana Reyna, the job that you re doing in that
part of Brooklyn and trying to get affordable
housi ng, you are to be appl auded knowi ng how
difficult it is when you're on the--trying to
get from devel opers as nuch affordabl e housing
as you can get. So with that, | vote aye.

CLERK MARTI N: Vann?
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE

COUNCI L MEMBER VANN:  Expl ai

11

ni ng ny

vote, M. Chairman. First, | would like to

observe the stylish shirt and tie you have on

there. It’s very attractive. | |like that.

Beyond that, |I’m going to commend you for your

| eadership on the Commttee. You know,

t enperament and your desire to try and

your

accommodate the i nterest of the nmembers is

extraordi nary and has been noted. |, again,

just wanted to make that comment. | want you to

know how | and | think others feel about that

| eadership that you brought here. Having said

that, | vote aye on all
CLERK MARTIN: Gonzal es?
COUNCI L MEMBER GONZALES: |

want to say thank you, Chair, for the

j ust

i ncredi ble years of history that was made in

this comm ttee, because | know many people wll

be i nmpacted forever, but | also want to say

t hank you for your friendship and the
| eadership that you' ve exhibited to ne,
good luck. Aye.

CLERK MARTI N: Pal ma?

and
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 12
COUNCI L MEMBER PALMA: Aye. | |love
you.
CLERK MARTIN: Arroyo?
COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO: | love you
| vote aye.

CLERK MARTI N: Di ckens?

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: I want to
join my coll eagues to express to Chair Conrie.
The | eadership that you' ve taken in this
Comm ttee which has been said is rea
difficult. I want to say that your loyalty to
the people, to the residents of this great City
wer e dedi cation, your hard work showed in
everything you did through | egislation,

resol utions, and through your |eadership in

this commttee. It is difficult. You ve got a
difficult task ahead of you. | congratul ate you
on the next step in your life. | thank you for

the direction and the education that you
provided me as | came into this body as a
freshman to understand that this is the
peopl e’s house, for the people and by the

people. And so | thank you Chair Conrie and I
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 13
salute you. And | too |ove you nmuch nore.
Congratul ati ons and thank you, and | vote aye.

CLERK MARTI N:  Garodni ck?

COUNCI L MEMBER GARODNI CK: Aye.

CLERK MARTIN: Lappin?

COUNCI L MEMBER LAPPIN: | vote aye,
and | also want to say what a pleasure it has
been. It seens like an awfully long tinme ago
that | was knocking on doors in your district
when you ran the first time, and it has been ny
pl easure to work with you both as staff and as
a coll eague, and | hope that we will stay in
touch, and I wi sh you the best of | uck.

CLERK MARTI N: Koo?

COUNCI L MEMBER KOO: | vote aye. |
al so wanted to say thank you to our chair
Counci |l Menber Leroy Conrie for his dedication
and for his public service. He's one of the
best public servants we have in Queens. And |
al so wanted to say | enjoy working with my
col | eagues on this commttee, and | | ook
forward to work with you again in next year. So
happy holi days everyone. Thank you.

CLERK MARTIN: How do you vote?
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 14

COUNCI L MEMBER KOG | vote yes on
all.

CLERK MARTI N: Lander?

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: | just want
to add ny voice, maybe not in |ove, but at
| east in deep thanks and respect. It’s been an
honor really serving as a subcommttee chair
under your |eadership in this commttee. There
have been a | ot of situations that required
sensitivity and partnership and dial ogue with
peopl e on both sides of an issues, and you’ ve
al ways been there to help figure out how to
listen to all sides and navigate a fair and
honest way forward, and | really appreciate
serving under you. As it’s the end of the
term | just want to say thank you to the
staff. We have had a really great experience
here. So thank you very much. | vote aye on
all .

CLERK MARTIN: Levin?

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVIN: Perm ssion to
explain my vote? | just want to acknow edge
Chair Conrie as well for his guidance and

maki ng sure that | was always well informed and
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 15
had really kind of a big brother as the Land
Use Chair, as the Chair of the Subcomm ttee,
and | want to thank you Chair Conrie for
everything that you ve done for me throughout
this process. [off mc] And, before | didn t--I
was rem ss in not acknowl edgi ng Ranmon Marti nez
who has been with me every step of the way on
every Land Use project that’s come through ny
district which have been nunerous and big and
agitating and Ranon has been there as a
stalwart and so | just want to publicly
acknowl edge all of the dedication and hard work
that he’'s done. Thank you. And I’'I|l vote aye on
all.

CLERK MARTI N:  Weprin?

COUNCI L MEMBER VEPRI N: Aye on all
and thank you Chair Conri e.

CLERK MARTI N: WIliams?

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: Excuse ny
vote. May | be excused is nmy vote. Nice
hai rcut, M. Chair. And | also want to say |
wi sh you the best in your future endeavors and
| want to thank you also for the nuggets of

wi sdom t hat you’ ve given me. You were,




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON LAND USE 16
believe, the first person to support ne when |
ran for Vice Co-Chair of the BLAC. You nmay not
remenber, you were one of the first people who
hel ped me out when we had some issues with
Dol TT, and some people of no color over there.
So I'’m grateful --gratefully appreciative of
that and I wish you the best of luck, and it
was an honor serving on your commttee. | vote
aye on all. | do have some concerns with the

Greenpoi nt, and hopefully as we nove forward we

will really be able to fix a |ot of these
problems in these deals. |I'’m | ooking forward to
do that. I’ m also | ooking forward to hopefully

get some of the problens before the other vote
so | can really think it through and be fair to
my coll eagues if | have objections. But | have
some concern of it, but I’"mgoing to vote aye.
Congrat ul ati ons agai n.

CLERK MARTI N: I gnizio?

COUNCI L MEMBER | GNI ZI O  Thank you
to my coll eagues, and you know, this is kind of
l'i ke a eulogy you get to hear. Isn’t that
interesting? For all your great work, but |

also wanted to let--well, I'"mjust saying he
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 17
got to hear great things. | want to |l end ny
voice as well to the steady hand at the wheel
t hat you gave to this commttee. This is a
comm ttee where enmotions run wild a | ot because
people really desperately care about their
district and the projects they're in, and they
care about affordable housing, and they care
about what’'s going to happen to their part, and
Leroy Conrie, steady hand at the wheel in
guiding this commttee and ensuring fairness
and equity and that everybody has heard. You
know, | think the public sonmetines takes that
for granted, that that’'s what happens
everywhere in governnment and it’s not. And
that’s a tribute to you as chair. It’'s a
tribute to you as a person, and the City of New
York is better for having you as its Chair of
Land Use, and | vote aye.

CLERK MARTIN: Land Use itens 961,
962, and 963 have been adopted by a vote 17 in
the affirmative, one in the negative, and no
abstentions, and Land Use item 989 has been
adopted by a vote of 18 in the affirmative,

zero in the negative and no abstentions.
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 18
CHAl RPERSON COWRI E: W th that we
will be closing the Commttee. | want to thank
you all again for your support and | am going
to bring the close of the Land Use Comm ttee
for Decenmber 19'" 2013.

[ gavel ]
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