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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 3
CHAI RPERSON RI VERA: Good nor ni ng,
| adies and gentleman. M nane is Joel Rivera. |'m

going to be the Acting Chair of today’s Land Use

Commttee. |I'mjoined here by ny assistant sitting
on ny lap, Sophia Rivera. |’malso joined by ny
col l eagues in the Council. Wth us we have Counci

Menber Charl es Baron, Council Menber Robert
Jackson, Council Menber Al Vann, Council Menber
Maria Del Carnen Arroyo, Council Menber |nez

Di ckens, Council Menber Dan Garodni ck, Counci
Menber Jessica Lapin, Council Menber Rosie Mendez,
Counci | Menber Koo, Council Menber Levin, Counci
Menmber Weprin, Council Menber WIIians, Counci
Menber Reyna and Council Menber Ignizio is here
with us as well.

Today we’'re going to be voting on
several itens. 1’magoing to have the clerk read
the itens into the agenda.

THE CLERK: Okay. Land Use Item 987
Meadows Application No. 20142201TCM sidewal k café
696 Madi son Avenue, Manhattan Comrunity Board 8 in
Counci | Menber Garodnick’s district. Land Use Item

1002, the Randol ph at Broom Application No.
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 4
20145155TCM si dewal k café | ocated at 349 Broom
Street in Council Menber Chin's district.

Land Use Itens 994 through 999, which
are related, the Seaside Park and Community Arts
Center being voted with nodifications approved by
t he Zoning Subcommi ttee. Application No.
C140063ZSK for the grants and the special permt.
Application No. N140064ZRK, an anendnent to the
zoning resolution. Application No. Cl140065ZMWK f or
an amendnment to the zoning map section 28D
Application No. Cl40066PPK for the disposition of
city-owned property.

Application No. Cl40067PX for the
acqui sition of property by the city. Application
No. MD90107BMWK for a nodification of a previously
approved anmendnent to the city map. Land Use |tem
1000, Land’s End Two al so known as Cherry Street in
Counci|l Menmber Chin's District, Manhattan Conmunity
Board Three. Application No. 20145224HAM appr oval
of new tax exenption for real property taxation
term nation of existing tax exenption and voluntary
di ssol ution of the current owner under the private
housi ng finance |l aw | ocated in Manhattan Comrunity

Board 3. Land Use Item 1001 127th Street C uster.
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 5
Application No. 20145225HAM a real property tax
exenption pursuant to Section 577 of the Private
Housi ng Fi nance Law for property located in
Conm ttee Board 11 in Council Menber D ckens
District.

CHAI RPERSON RI VERA: Do any nenbers on
the Commttee have any questions on today’s
cal endar? Council Menber Robert Jackson has a
coment .

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON:  Thank you, M.
Chair. Good norning, ny colleagues. | am-- while
I’ mvoting for the Seaside Parks and Community Arts
Center, | did not have the opportunity based on ny
schedule to listen to all of the people who gave
testinony. And | was approached this norning by a
representative of the New York City Comunity
Gardens Coalition which raised sone concerns.

And what | clearly indicated to the
representative is that I have not been directly
involved in the negotiations and the di scussions on
this particular project. So | don't know all of
the particular details |like they know and |ike the
ot her parties know who have been negotiating and

dealing with this particular matter and | will be
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 6
voting yes. But clearly, | think that the issues
or concerns that they raised shoul d be considered.
And | hope they were.

| wanted to say that for the record.
Understanding that | do know that in ny district
that | represent community gardens are very, very
inportant for the livelihood and wel fare of our
communi ty in which people involved bring the
comrunity together and they grow fruits and
veget abl es and other good things in order to have
the type of holistic vitality of the cormmunity. So
wth that, | just wanted to say that even though I

will be voting yes on this particular matter

Thank you

CHAI RPERSON RI VERA:  Counci | Menber
Bar r on.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON:  That'’'s not
nice. You know, I’mleaving so | can fire away now
for sure.

CHAI RPERSON RI VERA: There’s children
in the audience so --

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: | just want to
courage ny col | eagues when we see conflicts and

contradictions in projects, sonetines a no vote is
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 7
not necessarily against the project but it just
sinmply neans hold it up until sone things can get
resolved. So | think the Seaside project should be
held up. And if you can Council Menber Jackson, if
you can, and others because it’'s beyond the
gardens. The gardens are extrenmely inportant and
that’s a major issue init.

But it’s also infrastructure probl ens,
sewage, there’s problens with toxic grounds, the
El S hasn’t been down properly. There could be very
toxic grounds there. W need to | ook at that
again. W need to | ook at nore conmunity inclusion
of the process so people can determ ne -- you know,
be nore involved in what should be put there. A
| ot of people are all right with an anphitheater
but not at the expense of gardens and havi ng sewage
probl ens and havi ng toxic probl ens.

So if we can, ny colleagues, and | know
we don’t usually do this but since sone of you are
| eaving so you won’t be puni shed, you can vote no
now just to hold it up. And a no vote is not
agai nst the local council nenber, but a no vote is
for the community saying let’s hold it up and let’s

hold it up -- and | guarantee you, | didn't say
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 8
this to solicit that, but if you ll want to clap
again it’s all right. No, stop. You' re not
supposed to do that in here.

But on a serious note, if we can help
the community on this one, it doesn’t nean the
project is not going to happen but a no vote can
really get the project in the shape that not only
benefits the devel opers and those we will benefit
fromthis project but also benefit the community.
So I'mtrying to appeal to nmy colleagues to do a no
vote and | et the project go through the process and
conme out better for all. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON RI VERA:  Any ot her
questions or statements or nenbers fromthe
Conmittee. At this point in tine seeing there are
no ot her questions or statements. 1’11 ask the
Clerk to please call the roll

THE CLERK: Acting Chair R vera.

CHAI RPERSON RI VERA: | vote aye and
urge ny coll eagues to vote aye and Sophia votes aye
as well. | do see sone friends in the audi ence. |
recogni ze Karen Washington who is fromny district
and who has a community garden there. | have been

a big fan of comunity gardens ny entire life and I
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 9
know t he val ue they provide and | am hopeful this
project noving forward -- | understand that there
is going to be relocation and | hope the new
|l ocation will bring life to what’ s needed there in
terns of the garden noving. Wth that being said,
| do vote aye.

THE CLERK: Council Menber Reyna.

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNA: Perm ssion to
expl ain nmy vote.

CHAI RPERSON RI VERA:  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNA: Thank you very
much. | wanted to just raise the issue | had
rai sed yesterday at the subcommttee |eve
regardi ng the MABE and | ocal business enterprise
percentage. | understand and comend the work that
has reached up until this point, reaching what was
in the contract with the holding group, a 15
percent MABE procurenent goal, but making sure that
EDC under st ands we coul d have pushed for and shoul d
be in the works of revising that contract, which
they nentioned they will evaluate, to be able to
i ncrease the percentage to a 20 percent so that it
mrrors the city’ s procurenent goal of Local Law

One.
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 10

| look forward to seeing that that
revision is going to be conpleted and that the
contract will reflect what's going to be -- so |
just received word that they did consider and it is
just in. So, therefore, I would |like to vote aye
on all.

THE CLERK: Council Menber Barron.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: | just want to
say once again, even when they rel ocate gardens,
that’s usually a rap they give the community so
that they can settle for sonmething they shoul dn’t
be settling for. Because relocation -- and |I’ve
had that happen in ny district a |ot, they say
they' Il relocate and then you spend years and you
never find the space so you find inadequate space.
Rel ocati on can nean anything. So for all those who
are maybe not voting no because of relocation,
that’ s unaccept abl e.

So | vote no on LUs 994 to 999, which
is all of the Seaside Park. | vote no on that and
aye on all the rest.

THE CLERK: Council Menber Jackson.

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: | vote on aye

on all based on what | said.
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 11

THE CLERK: 1'd just like to rem nd al
Conmittee nenbers that you have to sign the
comrmittee reports and they’' |l be delivered to you
shortly.

[ Pause]

THE CLERK:  Council| Menber Vann.

COUNCI L MEMBER VANN:  Aye.

THE CLERK: Council Menber Arroyo.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO  Yes.

THE CLERK: Council| Menber Dickens.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: Permission to
explain nmy vote.

CHAl RPERSON RI VERA:  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: | strongly
pronote conmunity gardens. They are very inportant
innmy district. They provide an opportunity for
the cormmunities to have a place within the inner
cities that allows for growh of vegetabl es,
flowers, a place to sit, a safe haven for our youth
and our seniors and famly to participate.

So it worries ne and | question on sea
haven -- that this is done. Contrary to ny
col l eague -- ny esteened col |l eague who will be

departi ng Decenber 31st, and that’s Council Menber
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 12

Barron, when a conmunity garden has to be rel ocated
inm district | ensure that it’'s within that
nei ghbor hood before | agree to it and that it is of
at | east a conparable or larger size. |’mtrusting
that the council nenber whose district that it is
in has done so and therefore I’mvoting aye on all.

THE CLERK: Council Menber Garodni ck.

COUNCI L MEMBER GARCDNI CK:  Aye.

THE CLERK: Council Menber Lappin.

COUNCI L MEMBER LAPPIN:  Aye.

THE CLERK: Council| Menber Mendez.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: | vote all on
aye, but I'’mgoing to abstain on any of the LU
menbers associated with Seaside. Do | need to give
you those nunbers or can you read theminto the
record? They’' re nunbers 994 thorough 999.

THE CLERK: Council Menber Koo.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOO  Aye on all

THE CLERK: Council| Menber Levin.

[ Pause]

THE CLERK: Chair Wprin.

COUNCI L MEMBER VEEPRI N:  Aye.

THE CLERK: Council Menber WIIi ans.
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE
COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AVS:
explain nmy vote?
CHAI RVAN RI VERA:  Yes.
COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AVE:
I"min a bit of a quandary. |

about this project, but

13
May | pl ease
Thanks. So

I"'malso alittle

am very concer ned

frustrated

|”ve net sone folks in the street and

asked themto contact ny office so |

about what these issues are and |

can speak

didn’t

hear from

anybody. And | want to also be fair to ny
col | eague who has been working on this. So when I
ask for a response, | really need to get it because

| am very concerned about what’s going on here and

| feel it unfair to get information the day of that

| then have to vote against ny colleagues. So that

really, really bothers ne.
And |'m saying this not just for these
groups but 1’ve said this before to groups, please

reach out and then they just don’'t.

And then it’'s

hard to do the thing that you believe is right to

do. | had, based on mny original
on voting no but
getting information today. So |

abstain right now for L. Use Nos.

concerns,

pl anned

it’s hard to do that when |’ m just
am going to

994 to L. Use
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COW TTEE ON LAND USE 14
Nos. 999 with the anticipation of getting some
i nformati on.

But | will say I amvery nuch | eaning
towards yes because | think it’'s unfair to spring
this on ny coll eague when | have asked this
information for a nunmber -- for sone time before
when | coul d have actually processed it a | ot
better. And aye on all the rest.

THE CLERK: Council Menber Ignizio.

COUNCI L MEMBER IGNI ZI O Yes.

THE CLERK: Council| Menber Levin.

COUNCI L MEMEBR LEVIN. | vote aye.

[ Pause]

THE CLERK: Vote on Conmittee on Land
Use. Al itens are adopted by a vote of 15 in the
affirmati ve, zero abstentions and zero negatives
except Land Use Itens 994, 995, 996, 997, 998 and
999, which are adopted by a vote of 12 in the
affirmati ve, one in the negative and two
abst enti ons.

[ Pause]

CHAI RPERSON RI VERA: W th all votes
bei ng taken, this neeting is now adj our ned.

[ Gavel |
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