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COW TTEE ON COVMUNI TY DEVELOPMENT 3
CHAlI RPERSON VANN: Okay, we have

cal |l ed together our neeting of Conmunity
Devel opnment, and |’ m Council Menmber and
Chairman Al Vann. And to nmy extreme |eft,
Counci | Member MWV, Melissa Mark-Viverito,
Gentile, Council Menmber Gentile, Council Member
Ri chards, and again, Al Vann. |[|’'d |like to take
a monment to first comend Mayor Bl oonberg for
his | eadership in responding to the poverty
crisis in our city by creating the Center for
Economi ¢ Opportunity. Since its inception in
2006, | have tracked the Center’s efforts. At
times | have served as both a critic and
supporter. Intro 891A is a good bill that wll
codi fy aspects of CEOQO s efforts, nanmely, the
CEO poverty measure, which has been praised for
its conprehensive and detail ed nethod of
measuri ng poverty in New York City. Intro 891A
creates a permanent mechani sm whereby New York
City will consistently assess, make plans, and
initiate policies to reduce the poverty rate.
The overriding significance of this |egislation
is that there will now be a | egal requirement

for the City to one, detail its poverty
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COW TTEE ON COVMUNI TY DEVELOPMENT 4
reduction efforts and assess the effectiveness
of those efforts. Two, provide a data-rich
measurenent of the City's poverty rate, and
three, require the subm ssion of both a short
termand |l ong term plan to continue poverty
reduction. The law |lays the ground work upon
which future | eaders of our city can begin to
devel op a blueprint towards reducing poverty.

W t hout effective nmeasures and eval uation of
what has worked or not worked, future

adm ni strations are dooned to reinvent the
wheel and/or adopt ineffective policies. This
annual poverty report will make transparent the
City's poverty reduction efforts for good or
bad, setting the stage for |arge scale
conprehensive prograns that can be effective.
Counci | Menmber Lander, thank you for your

| eadership in sponsoring this bill, your

i nsight and passion for community devel opnent
work are exenplified through this |egislation.

| am pleased to join you in moving this bil
which |I feel confident will positively inpact

| ow-i ncome communities across our city for many

years to cone. G ven this commttee s focused
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COW TTEE ON COVMUNI TY DEVELOPMENT 5
oversi ght on poverty related matters over the
years, | amvery pleased that our final hearing
will conclude with a vote on a bill such as
this one. Anyone have any comments? Seeing
and hearing none--sure, of course.

COUNCI L MEMBER MARK- VI VERI TO:  Fi r st
of all, | know that--1 believe, Council Menber,
that this is the | ast hearing of the session,
so | do want to thank you for your outstanding
| eadership in chairing this commttee that has
focused on the issue of poverty and it really
has been exenplary the work that we’ve done
under your | eadership, and obviously, your |ong
trajectory around these issues is always an
inspiration. So, knowing that this is the |ast
session and that due to termlimts we will not
have you in the next session, | want to thank
you very nmuch personally because you are a
mentor. You are a nodel, a role nmodel, and
your work is one that speaks for itself and
will continue to have an inprint in this
council. So thank you very nmuch.

[ appl ause]
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COM TTEE ON COVMUNI TY DEVELOPMENT
CHAlI RPERSON VANN: Thank you for
ki nd- -

CLERK MARTI N: WIliam Marti n,

6

your

t he

Comm ttee Clerk. Roll call vote Comm ttee on

Communi ty Devel opment. Council Menber Van
CHAlI RPERSON VANN: Aye.

CLERK MARTIN: Gentile?

n?

COUNCI L MEMBER GENTILE: [off mic] |

just want to state-- Professional and a f

ri end

and sonmeone that we’'re going to mss. They m ss

you in Al bany, and now we’'re going to m ss you

at City Hall. So I wish you well in the

future. Come back say hello and stay invol ved,

and | vote aye. Thank you.
CLERK MARTIN: Mark-Viverito?

COUNCI L MEMBER MARK- VI VERI TO:

vote aye.
CLERK MARTI N: Ri char ds?
COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Per m
to explain nmy vote? | just want to thank

Chair of Community Devel opment, Al Vann.

Ssi on
t he

| just

wanted to say that when | grow up | hope to

| ook just |like you and to be just like yo

you, it’s been great to watch you maneuve

u. But

r over
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COW TTEE ON COVMUNI TY DEVELOPMENT 7
the years, and |I’ve been here for 10 years, but
obviously elected for a few nonths, but you ve
al ways carried yourself with a distinction and
dignity and I hope, you know, certainly to keep
up with you. So God bless you, and |I vote aye.

CLERK MARTIN: By a vote of four in
the affirmative, zero in the negative, and no
abstentions, item has been adopted. Menbers,
pl ease sign the Comm ttee Report. Thank you.

CHAlI RPERSON VANN:  We will keep the
rolls--we will keep the rolls open for a few
noments for those who are on their way here.
l’d like to thank Council Staff. Brother
Thomas, you’ ve been an excellent staff person,

very professional, very thorough. You guys

have to support several commttees. | don't
know how you do it, but I|--whenever | cone
here, | mean, everything is laid out. You' ve

done an excellent job. Few people realize the
work that the staff does behind the scene
because the nmenmbers obviously take all the
credit, and we read the words, but imagi ne what
it would be without support of our great staff.

Same for Donnie Lebron [phonetic] for ny
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COW TTEE ON COVMUNI TY DEVELOPMENT 8
personal staff, very involved in these issues
around poverty, poverty reduction, and we’' ve
been able to air and get the discussion going
because of your work as well. So |’'ve been
bl essed to have a very good staff and | thank
you for that, and | hope they will continue in
the new adm ni stration and under the new

speaker whoever that may be. Having said that,

our neeting is adjourned. Well, we won’t
adj ourn because there are still people com ng
to vote, so we'll delay for a few noments.

Thank you. Enjoy your holiday. [off m c]

CLERK MARTI N: Council Menber Reyna?

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNA: | vote aye.

CLERK MARTIN: Vote now stands at
five in the affirmative, no negatives, no
abstenti ons.

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNA: | just wanted
to take a nonent to say thank you to our Chair
for being a very creative, innovative
i ndi vi dual when it comes to social services and
maki ng sure that our comunities are being paid
attention to, where many prograns have exi sted

and fail ed. We wanted to make sure that we
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COW TTEE ON COVMUNI TY DEVELOPMENT 9
were able to think outside the box, to address
what have been issues that have plagued
communities |like ours, and so | thank you for
t hat and your | eadership and your | egacy.

CLERK MARTIN: Final vote, Commttee
on Community Devel opment on regarding Intro
891A is now five in the affirmative, zero in

t he negative, and no abstenti ons.
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