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COW TTEE ON ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT 4

[ gavel ]

CHAI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ: Calling the
Commi ttee on Econom c Devel opnent to order. Good
nmorning, | am Karen Koslowitz, Chair of the Commttee
on Econom c Devel opnent. Today the Commttee wll
take testinmony in consideration of proposed
I ntroduction 1012-A, which relates to the creation of
a comm ssion to address the root causes of violence.
The subject matter of this bill is a significant one,
as it relates to the nost basic responsibility of any
government -- the protection, safety and well-being
of its residents. Qur great city is fortunate that
we are able to boast being the safest big city in
Anerica. Statistics showthat the Gty in 2012
suffered 79 percent fewer serious and violent crines
than in 1990 and al so suffered 31 percent of fewer
crimes than in 2001. As great as these figures are,
every community within our city has not enjoyed a
sense of confort and safety because of these
statistics.

Wiile it nmay appear strange that this
bill is being heard in the Comm ttee on Economnic
Devel opnent, one thing should be nade clear -- many

experts agree that violent crine not only harns the
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COW TTEE ON ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT 5
i ndividual victins of a community, but violent crine
al so harns the econonic viability of a conmunity.
[ background comments] Can we have a little quiet,
pl ease? Property val ues, business operations and
enpl oynment opportunities are all affected by the
relative safety of a particul ar nei ghborhood or
community. It is difficult to inmgine how any
econom ¢ devel opnent policy or project can be
expected to succeed in a community if the residents
and busi nesses of that comunity disproportionately
suffer the effects of violent crimnal activity.
Al though | am a co-sponsor of proposed |Introduction
1012-A, | would like you to now hear fromthe bill"'s
primary sponsor and fell ow Comm ttee nmenber, Counci
Menmber Ruben W I s.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLS: Thank you, Madane

Chair. | amgonna be very brief, as we have a | ot of
people that are here to testify and we want to hear
fromyou. | have the honor of authoring this bil
and we have 67 or 68 percent of the council nenbers
who have actually signed on within the first three
weeks. This bill is going to be inportant towards
the positive novenent of many conmunities that

mram ze [phonetic] across the city. W have as a
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COW TTEE ON ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT 6
council done sone incredible work with many of you in
this room dealing with the anti-gang and anti-gun
vi ol ence and you who are on the ground are the best
people to help us legislate by shaping the policies
that we put forward. Wth that being said, we are
now trying to identify or drill down to the root
causes of viol ence which plague many of our
communi ti es which add to many of the negative
i npacts, such as disinvestnent and | ower property
values. | don't know if many of you saw on the new
today, but there was a major city, and |I'm just gonna
give it to you so you can research it yoursel ves,
that actually put in a lawsuit agai nst two banks that
said because of their participation in the nortgage
crisis, by lending towards mnorities at higher rates
and having these creative packages actually led to
the foreclosure crisis which led to |ower real estate
val ues which added to crinme in communities. So we,
as the nost progressive city in the nation are
actually doing sonmething that will go forward in nany
of our communities.

So with that being said, Madane Chair, |
yield the rest of nmy tinme and | ook forward to the

comments fromthe gallery.
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COW TTEE ON ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT 7

CHAI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ:  The
adm nistration is not in attendance, but they have
submtted testinony, which | will not read for sake
of time, but if you want a copy, it's avail able.
Wth that 1'd like to call the first panel -- lesha
Sekou, and excuse ne if |'m m spronounci ng your nange,
Vi veca Wiite, [background comrents] Janaye | ngram
[ background comrents] and Lance Feurtado.
[ background comments] Ckay. For sake of tinme we're
gonna al | ow each speaker three mnutes. [background
comment] We've been joined by Council Menber Mark
Weprin. You can start; just state your nanme before
you nmake your presentation. [background comrents]
No, not at all.

| ESHA SEKQU. |'Il go ahead and...and
start. One, good norning and Menber Ruben WIls, |
wanna thank you for the opportunity to be here to
speak and you know...[i nt erpose]

CHAI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ: Pl ease state your
name.

| ESHA SEKQU: Yeah. M nane is lesha
Sekou; |I'mthe founder of Street Corner Resources and

the I Am Peace Movenent and the nmgjority of our work
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COW TTEE ON ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT 8
is in Central Harlem although we do work throughout
the Gty.

|"m here today with, you know a | ot of
feelin' and enotion around what's been happening in
our community with young people and just for the
record, don't let the suit fool you; I"'musually in
dungarees and a tee shirt and with ny daughter on the
ot her end of the phone sayin' put sone clothes on;
that's because we're in the street on a constant
basis, alnost daily, workin" with young peopl e,
trying to prevent violence and what | do know and
what's al ways been in ny mnd and al ways been on the
edge of my tongue is that we have to do nore work
around prevention. And one of the things that really
concerned me as | was reading the details of today,
when it tal ked about the precincts and what they're
being asked to do and | think that that's great; one
of the obstacles to prevention work in our comrunity
has been the precinct and | have to honest in saying
that and I think a lot of it stens fromthe precinct
commanders and officers oftentines feeling if they
|l ook like they're doing a great job, and that's
usual ly in making arrests and havi ng high

i ncarceration nunbers, that that would lead to
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COW TTEE ON ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT 9
pronotions and for the nost part it has, but it has
not decreased the amobunt of violence that we see in
our community; as a result we've seen nore aggression
begi n to happen and com ng from our young people
because of the way that they' ve been treated by
officers involved in the community and NYPD, with
stop and frisk and I don't have to detail what that
is, with a lot of the aggressive behavior of just,
you know, patting...even though it's not a full frisk,
patting people down, telling themto nove fromin
front of their own buildings, so we get young people
who wi || becone nore aggressive and nore interested
in joining gangs so that they feel |ike they bel ong.
So with that said, if we were able to do nore
prevention type work; for exanple, nost of New York
Cty Housing Authority's conmunity centers in the
Harl em area are padl ocked, closed, not to be open at
any time; that's a problem So that neans that
services that could be adm nistered in housing
devel opnents cannot and we're tal ki ng about thousands
of young people, we're tal king about famlies that
are undocunent ed and doubl ed up; cousins and aunts
and uncles living together and those people having

children that begin to get involved in activity that
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COW TTEE ON ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT 10
is violent behavior. So had we had those centers
open and we begged and pl eaded -- Street Corner
Resources has -- we net with NYCHA, we net w th NYPD
Commi ssioner Kelly hinself, we also had met with the
D.A's office a nunber of times to tal k about
i npl ementi ng prevention progranms, preventive type
prograns; what we've gotten as a result, and | have
to be honest and | think these conversations shoul d
al ways be honest, that we've gotten those agencies
creating their own so-called preventive prograns but
t hen | eavi ng t housands of young peopl e unserved
because they didn't fit into their prograns or they
can only service a certain anount. So as a result,
fundi ng does not cone to organizations |ike Street
Corner Resources and other smaller organizations who
don't have the tie-ins that positively tie into those
agencies in a way that make those agencies | ook
great. So |I'mhoping that with the inplenentation of
this legislation that we are able to see greater
funding to organi zations that are directly on the
ground, and when | say directly on the ground, |'m
not tal kin' about the ones who get on the mc and
scream out the nanmes of the conm ssioner [bell] and

other political figures to get recognition for having
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COW TTEE ON ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT 11
said their nanme; I'mtalkin" about the people who are
in the mddle of the night tal king the gun out of the
hand of the young person and preventing the real
crinme from happening; |I'mtalking about the one that
will be at the hospital talking with parents as their
child is losing Iife and trying to keep young peopl e
fromretaliation. So with that, it is nmy hope that
with this legislation that we not only ask the
precincts to take action and to find out the source
of the violence, but to really incorporate the
organi zations that need the funding that can create
the work and the prevention that is necessary in our
communi ty.

JANAYE | NGRAM  Good norning, |'m Janaye
Ingram |'mthe acting National Executive Director
for National Action Network and | wanna thank you
Chai rwoman Kosl owi tz and Menber WIlls for having this
heari ng today. As you may or may not know, NAN is
one of the country's leading civil rights
organi zations, we fight for one standard of justice,
decency and equal opportunities for all and we have
worked in New York City since 1991, when we were
founded by Rev. Al Sharpton. Through the years, what

we have seen is that violence and poverty are
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COW TTEE ON ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT 12
inextricably linked. W are excited to hear about
t he consideration of formng a comm ssion to deal
with the root cause of the violence, because what we
think will happen is that it will expose the |ack of
support in |lower-inconme conmunities and possible
interventions that are needed, as well as social
support. In all of our research, as well as in our
wor k, we have found that violence is a by-product of
vi ol ence...|"msorry, that poverty...I'msorry, that
violence is a by-product of poverty and we have seen
t hrough our work in communities across the country
that even though poverty itself does not cause
vi ol ence, that when you deal with issues like |lesha
was tal king about of stripping people away of the
communi ty resources that they need, of after-schoo
prograns, of educational opportunities, of enploynent
opportunities, you take away the dignity that a
person has, and by taking away that dignity, people
don't have nmuch to live for, they don't feel I|ike
they're offering anything to the comunity. And what
we have seen is that sone of these issues -- housing
inequalities, the crimnalization of African-
Anericans and Latinos, specifically when we talk

about policies like stop and frisk; when you tel
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COW TTEE ON ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT 13
sonmeone that they are a crimnal and you continually
put that in their mnd, it creates aggression, as
| esha nmentioned, and so when we | ook at these things,
it is our hope that what will be uncovered are the
| ack of the support and possibly that you, as a
Council and as a Conmittee, will then restore sone of
t hese supports, wll restore prograns in the
communities, will give funding to organi zations |ike
lesha's and |ike others that do the work in the
communi ty, because ultimately we need to restore
people's dignity; we need to show people that they
have sonething to live for. And so | think you and |
| ook forward to working with you on this issue and
many others in the future.

LANCE FEURTADO  Good norning; nmy nane is
Lance Feurtado...[ background comment] Ckay; can you
hear me? M nanme is Lance Feurtado; |'mthe
Executive Director of the King of Kings Foundation
al so the Project Director for Operation SNUG Cure
Vi ol ence.

I wanna speak about the success of this
i ntervention program and the expansion of it. This
program has been up and running here in the City now

for approximately three years, but sone prograns,
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COW TTEE ON ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT 14
some sites were defunded and ny particular site that
| was inplenenting the programis, was Far Rockaway,
Redf ern Community Houses, where we had great success
and two days before we | aunched SNUGE Cure Vi ol ence we
had a nurder in broad daylight, so we had to hit the
ground runni ng and when we hit the ground running, we
had 51 consecutive weeks w thout a nurder or shooting
or a homcide, and that's just speaking about the
success of Cure Violence/ SNUG For some reason, when
t he Council picked up the program Rockaway was | eft
out of the equation and not just Rockaway, 'cause
there's Rockaways all across the GCty. | think that
this is a great programand it needs to be expanded.
We | ook at Chicago Cease Fire and they have over 17
sites, as New York City bein' one of the biggest
cities and we want it to be one of the safest, |
think that, personally, we need to have at |east 25
to 30 sites across the City to help ensure the safety
of our communities, our nei ghborhoods and our
citizens, and those wraparound services are vital and
i nportant; the school conponent, the health
conponent. And | wanna thank Council man Ruben WI I s,
first off, for allowing us, you know, this

opportunity to share and express oursel ves about the
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COW TTEE ON ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT 15
i nportance of saving lives and changi ng the m ndset
of our youth out there today, because they are our
future generations.

COUNCI L MEMBER WLLS: I'msorry, before
you speak, | just wanna nmake a point of correction
The Council didn't pick up the SNUG program we
instituted the Cease Fire Program on our own
initiative, but hopefully, with this being
| egislated; we can then work with the State to nake
sure that we cover everything. It was unfortunate
that certain parts were |left out, but when the
Council took up their own initiative, it wasn't a
comruni cati on between the City and State, so | just
wanted to make sure that was clear with everyone.

LANCE FEURTADO So | just wanna say
that, we're not necessarily just a State, we...

[ nterpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLS: No, no, no, no...uh
no; | just wanna nake sure everybody el se understands
that the Cty, when we...when the Council did it, it
wasn't that we did our initiatives and we tried or
intentionally |left anyone out; we wanted to cover
everyone, but when the State had theirs, we didn't

know that the State woul d be defunding or |owering
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COW TTEE ON ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT 16
the funding of theirs also; we wanted to enhance it,
but nowwith this and working with your organi zation
and everyone else in this room hopefully we will be
able to get the funding to nake sure that everyone is
cover ed.

VI VECA WHI TE: Good norning; nmy nane is
Viveca Wiite and |'m here as a nother, as victim and
a soldier, and | just wanna start off by saying that
|"mgoing to read what | have to say, because it took
alot for me to pull this together, as |I'm com ng
froma place...like | said, I"'ma victim

On June 16th, 2013, this year on Father's
Day, ny son was nurdered. | thank you so much for
the opportunity to bring this to the forum open, and
|"mhere as a representative of Harlem Mthers SAVE
they pulled nme through all the way to this point.
And |'malso representin' famlies nationw de, not
just here; everywhere, that have had this experience,
so I"mgonna read to you very quickly and
strai ght f orward.

My charge here today is to express our
i nportance and need for the establishnment of a
conmi ssion that will address the root causes of

vi ol ence, the factors that drive a need or desires to
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COW TTEE ON ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT 17
comment a crinme, to pick up a gun or to take a life
and to support the introduction of this act into
| egi slature, the Community Viol ence Prevention Act.
"Il start off by saying prevention is the key word
inthe title of this act. Use of prevention forced
this space for accountability. Accountability is a
primary m ssing conponent fromevery |evel of our
society prior to arrest, incarceration or death; then
everyone becones accountable, but by then it's too
late. Many of us in this roomtoday have lost famly
nmenbers to violent crines and tal king about it and
reliving the pain every day only serves to eat away
at the fabric of the famly that has been traumati zed
by the experience. It is tinme for everyone to becone
accountable and to do their part to execute
prevention of violence. Accountability begins with
parenting and famly. W nust rem nd ourselves, if
we don't reach and guide our children, soneone or
something will. Then we nust solicit the aid of the
various systens of society that are put in place to
hel p us, such as education, |egal, economc, health
care, political, judicial, and all of the other
systens that have been put in place that we are not

bei ng connected to. Each of these systens and their
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COW TTEE ON ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT 18
interactiveness has a direct effect on every single
person within our communities, frominfants to
adults, but yet before the systens work we nust rely
on the governnent and our Council and |legislature to
operate on our behalf, and this is where we are
today, relying on our governnent representatives and
officials to make the right decision on behalf of our
comruni ty throughout our city and to resound
nati onwide. To this end, our elected officials, we
ask that you recognize our plight and be willing to
provi de support [bell] for violence prevention on
every level. If you don't start here, it nmay becone
very possible that there will be no reason to pass
future | egislature, because there will be no one to
pass it for.

CHAI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ: | just wanna nake
a cooment. | think now, wiwth this new adm ni stration
and the appoi ntmrent of the new police comm ssioner; |
had the opportunity to work with himp | think we're
gonna see a big difference in addressing your needs,
and along with the Council, | know | wll be
commtted; | definitely know that Council Menber
Wlls is coomitted and Council Menber Reyna, who

joined us, and we're here for you, we are here for
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COW TTEE ON ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT 19
you and I will work with Council Menber WIlIls to make
sure that you are hel ped in your comuniti es.

[ background coment s]

CHAI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ:  ..you very nuch.
M chael Hi nes, Richard dover, Leah Gunn Barrett and
Andre Mtchell. I...1 do...

[ pause]

CHAlI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ:  Soneone...
[ background coment s]

COUNCI L MEMBER WLLS: I'msorry, so..did
they call...they called you?

MALE VO CE: Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLS: kay, but you're
supposed to be with the next panel? GCkay, that's not
a problem So can we call one other person for this
panel to come in?

CHAI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ:  Di ana Fei man...

[ background comment] Fa... Fel dman.

COUNCI L MEMBER WLLS: We're gonna wait
for the gentleman. Please say your nanes clearly and
the organi zations that you're fromso that the Chair
can hear you clearly. Thank you

[ background coment s]
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COW TTEE ON ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT 20
M CHAEL HI NES: M chael Hi nes; |

represent an organi zation called Council for Unity.
Wwant ne to start? Council for Unit has been in
exi stence over 38 years and | can say that | was a
product of my environment. | grew up in Edgenere
Houses as the brother just said, in Far Rockaway,
Queens. At the age of 19 | had a fight, no prior
crimnal history, no knife, no gun, | had a fight; as
a result of the fight I wound up spending 17-and-a-
hal f years of ny life in prison. M 19th birthday,
20t h, 21st, 22nd, ny 23rd, 24th, 25th, 26th, 27th,
28th, ny 29th, nmy 30th, ny 31st, ny 32nd, ny 33rd, ny
34th, nmy 35th, ny 36th, and nmy 37th birthday in a
maxi mum security prison -- no prior crimnal history
-- graduated from high school, football scholarship -
- what is the cause of violence in our comunity?
Gowing up in Edgenere Houses, I'll be the first to
say, economcs. | know howit feels to go into the
refrigerator and see one box of Arm & Hammer baki ng
soda and no food, [background comrents] | know how it
feels for a parent to drug-addicted, with no father;
| understand how it feels to go outside and be either
avictimor a part of the team Wen you think

about ...t hi nk about anybody in this room if we were
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COW TTEE ON ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT 21
maki n' $16, 000 a year from what we do, would our kids
be in private school? Wuld we have | uxury cars?
Wul d we have houses? Qur kids will be in New York
City Housing Authority with the rest of them [If a
child did eat the night before and he gets up in the
nornin' and he goes to school and he's hungry, howis
he supposed to | earn? How is he supposed to adapt,
when there's another kid who has a nother and a
father and he has turkey and cheese, he has potato
chips, he has juice; all of those little kids who are
deprived, 9 out of 10 will make those kids victims.
| | ook behind and | see the gentlenmen with the orange
jackets, | see the gentlenen with the green jackets;
[bell] howis it that...oo...howis it that the people
who are in a position to nake a difference are turned
away because | ack of funding? At the end of the day,
as long as we turn away people or in a position to
make a difference, the problemw ||l continue to
happen.

[ background comrent s]

DI ANA FELDVAN:  Wow. |'m D ana Fel dman
I"mthe founding Director of ENACT; we teach conflict
resolution in the schools for 25 years and |I'm not

here to speak about the organization; |I'mhere as a




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT 22
voi ce of the students that we've worked with over 25
years. W' ve worked in...we started out working with

what were called "special populations,” teaching
conflict resolution and special ed and the needs and
the direction that the organization was pushed into
nore and nore were classes where there were and there
are "behavioral issues,” thus, getting into fighting
and bul lyi ng and now nost of the work...we're in 50
school s right now...is working wi th dropout prevention
and in the violence prevention, and sonething has

al ways bothered ne in the work that we do because |
feel that it can't work alone; we go directly into
the classroons and we deal with the psychol ogi cal

i ssues, the conflict issues and we ask kids what they
wanna speak about and yes, they wanna speak about

bul lyi ng and yes, they wanna speak about probl ens
with teachers, and as we keep diggi ng deeper and
deeper, we see that when we ask them how they fee
about these issues there's a sense of...the three
things that they constantly tal k about are fear,

hopel essness and shane, over 25 years, fear,

hopel essness and shane and yes, we're dealing with
cyber bullying and we're dealing with substance abuse

and what it cones down to is these kids don't feel a
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COW TTEE ON ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT 23
sense of safety and a sense of protection and we've
had amazing results in our classroom and teachers
come in and watch our work and say, these are the
sanme kids that we work with; why are they responding
this way? Because we create famlies of bel onging,
where kids feel safe and protected and cared about.
But what's always bothered ne is that they do...you
water a plant and it will grow, you don't water the
plant, it will die; they go back into the communities
where they don't feel safe, they don't feel
protected; they're in fear, and so that they're
constantly | ooki ng behind their shoulder -- a student
came in two weeks ago with a gun and of course was
i mredi ately suspended and so the students are
constantly | ooking behind their shoulders, they're in
fear and at the end of the day -- yesterday a student
said to one of our -- we have actors that deliver the
program and then therapists that worked with them
say, why are you always faking | ooking [bell] happy,
why are you always faking that everything s okay;
everything is not okay, you know, and they had a
frank di scussion and the student said, you know we're
bad. Look, the principal just had an auditorium..

they pulled all the kids together and the principal...
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t he school ...[ background comment] yeah...the school is
a failing school and it was blamed on the kid and the
kid said, "Well we're bad kids, everybody sees us as
bad, so we're gonna act bad." So the answer is that
these are children...we're all children, we all need
to feel safe and | oved and cared about; school is a
great place to start, but it does go nuch deeper, it
goes way deeper and we all need to work together to
hel p these students thrive in their lives.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLS: Thank you. Just

to nake anot her nmention -- we appreciate everyone for
com ng down and testifying;, we are not asking
questions at this point in tine because we wanna nake
sure that everyone who wants to testify has the
opportunity to testify. Wth that being said, we
have three mnutes; | knowit's a lot to ask you to
put a lifetinme of passion, a lifetine of work, a
lifetime of disappointnent in a three-mnute sound
bite, which seens |ike a sound bite, but | really
woul d appreciate, just for the respect of everyone
el se if, when you hear the bell going or if you see
us...if you want, I will notion to you when you have
30 seconds left, just to make sure we stay on that

timefrane. Thank you
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LEAH GUNN BARRETT: 'Kay. Alright, good
nor ni ng, thank you; ny nanme is Leah Gunn Barrett; |I'm
t he Executive Director of New Yorkers Agai nst Gun
Vi ol ence and | appreciate the fact that we can be
here this norning to testify; thank you to all of you
on the Council and thank you in particular, Counci
Menmber WIls for this opportunity.

New Yor kers Agai nst @Gun Vi ol ence has been
around for 20 years, we were started in Brooklyn by
not hers who were gal vani zed by a shooting of a
teacher in Park Sl ope and we have two arns of the
education fund, which I'"mhere to tal k about today,
whi ch works with youth primarily and really, New
Yorkers' across the state to educate about gun
violence and policies that will reduce it.

Qur education prograns are conducted in
New York comrunities plagued by gun viol ence, we've
been working in Crown Heights for nine years now,
we're now in Harlem Washi ngton Heights. Qur
prograns teach the young peopl e about gun | aws, how
to solve problens; conflict resolution w thout
resorting to guns and how to becone nore productive
menbers of a society. W're a nenber of the Gun

Vi ol ence Task Ford of the Cty Council and we have
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received funding fromthe Council to continue our
wor K.

So the problemw th gun violence; | know
everyone knows, it's the second | eadi ng cause of
death for young people; the | eading cause of death
for young African-Anericans. Nationally we do quite
well in New York State; we have the fourth | owest gun
death rate in the country; we have strong gun | aws
and relatively | ow gun ownership rates, but in New
York City we know that there are pockets that are
very stubborn and gun viol ence persists, and we know
that 90 percent of crine guns recovered in New York
City originate fromstates with weak gun | aws, so we
do need strong federal gun laws to stop the
trafficking, but in the nmeantine we have to reach the
ki ds who are picking up guns in the first place in
these communities. And so we know the factors
contribution to gun viol ence are poverty, poor
school s, insufficient recreation, enploynent
opportunities, etc. So what we do recogni ze we can
do at the nonent though is educate young peopl e and
others in the community about gun violence in a way
to address the wi der problem so we can't change

where these kids live, but we can change their
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attitudes and give thema sense of their own power to
be advocates in their comunities for safe
communi ti es.

So our prograns operate, as | said, in
areas across the city; we have a full year-Ilong
| esson plan, curriculuns and after-school program
focusing on personal devel opnent, group devel opnent,
educati ng about gun laws and safety; kids |earn
various skills from public speaking, planning and
organi zi ng and teachings in advocacy; every year we
bring the kids to Al bany or Washington, D.C. where
they put their skills to use, speaking directly to
| egi sl atures and advocating for gun safety | aws and
to be safe in their own comunities. W know the
program wor ks; we survey the kids before the program
t hey believe guns protect them afterwards they do
not; they al so know they feel enpowered, they know
who to go to in their comunity to get help or they
trust the police nore -- all of these things we've
been nmeasuring, so we know t he prograns worKk.

We also train students to be interns to
go and spread the prograns to other schools. In
addi tion, we offer community workshops throughout the

city to educate conmunity nenbers; we've worked with
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the Fortune Society fromthe sumer to work with
[bell] their clients on re-entry. So we recogni ze
that education is an inportant part of this piece and
we're conmmtted to continuing our prograns. Thank
you very nuch.

ANDRE T. M TCHELL : Good norning. M
name is Andre T. Mtchell; I'mthe Founder and
Executive Director for a conmunity-based organization
call ed Man Up, Incorporated and we are based in East
New York, Brooklyn and in Brownsville, Brooklyn as
well. | wanna thank the Econom c Devel opnent
Commttee for allowing us the opportunity to testify;
of course | would like to thank Council Menber WIlIs
and all the other Council Menbers, WIIlianms and
Counci| Menber Charles Barron as well, who's out City
Counci | Menber in East New York.

So it was actually Council Menber Barron
and | 10 years ago to this year, where we both
responded to a shooting of an 8-year-old naned Desean
H 1l in East New York Brooklyn, he was shot and
killed on his way honme from school with his little
brot her and sister and Council Menber Barron and I,
both as community | eaders, responsible conmunity

| eaders, we responded to that said shooting and it
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was unfortunate that I w tnessed the death of this
young brother. It was at that nonment that | felt as
a conmunity responsi bl e | eader that there was nore
that | can do, and that's when | began to organi ze
the comunity and nobilize the comunity around the
i ssue of gun violence. W founded Man Up, Inc.,
which is now the representation of this unfortunate
life loss, and now, like | said, we are 10 years
young and old at the sane tine.

I"mvery appreciative of the proposal of
this bill, this Community Violence Prevention Act,
because of the work of the organizations that you' ve
heard fromtoday and sone of the organizations that
are not here today, but yet we represent a city-w de
anti-viol ence novenent around the issue of violence.

The point that | think that is inportant
to be stressed today is that violence is not just a
public safety issue, and | know that we're having
tal ks with comm ssioners of the NYPD, the new
conm ssioner's comn' in, but I think it's also
inportant that while we are talking to the
comm ssioners of the police departnent that we talk
to the other conm ssioners of the Departnent of

Heal th and ot her conmi ssioners of other city




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COW TTEE ON ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT 30
agenci es, because the way that we see violence, as we
know it today, it is a public health crisis and that
in fact violence, the way that we...those of us that
have been trained fromour national partners in
Chi cago, we now see violence as a disease, and |ike
any other disease, if left unattended it can spread
and there's too many stories that go on that we hear
in our conmmunities of the ill effects of violence,
and so being that we treat it as a public health
crisis | think is easier for us as a City Council to
support it and then naybe to really be able to bring
nore resources to be able to help the work that the
organi zations and all of the other partners in the
city, so that we can really be able to help put out
the violence epidemc in our communities. |'malso a
menber of the Anti-Gun Violence Task Force that
Speaker Qui nn had assenbled | ast year and | was al so
responsi ble with putting together with the other
organi zations a crisis managenent system approach
[bell] to dealing with violence, and so hopefully
going forward, as | nentioned before, we just don't
treat it as a public safety phenonenon, but we al so
i ncorporate the public health in that equation.

Thank you so nuch.
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CHAI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ:  Thank you al
very, very nmuch. 1'mgoing to have to ask people
that have already testified -- there are a | ot of
people waiting to cone into this roomand sone want
to testify -- so if you can leave -- | hate to do
this; I hate to ask you to | eave, but we have to give
ot her people a chance. GCkay. FErica Ford, Aditya...

[ background comments] |I' m gonna have...| need hel p...K
u m..[ background comrents] a b...[ background comment s]
ar a k..[background corments] and Richard G over

[ background comrent s]

Wile we're waiting for a mnute, | want
to recogni ze Council Menber Steve Levin. [background
comments] Ckay.

RI CHARD GLOVER:  Good norning; ny nane is
Ri chard d over, Chairperson Koslow tz; Council Menber
WIlls, thanks for inviting us to nmake this
presentation. The main nessage that we wanna get
across this norning is that violence in certain
communities is an enmergency, not only to repeat that
it's a public health in enmergency, but it is an
energency by nature itself. |t remains an energency
in certain comunities across America and in New York

Cty; it's anong the | eading causes of death of
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mnority youth in the United States. It clainms |ives
i n nunbers conparable to and at time exceeding the
toll fromnatural disasters. For instance, there
were 10 tines nore youth killed in violence in one
sumer in 2012 than there were lives claimed by
Hurricane Sandy. The costs related to deaths and
i ncarcerations are conparable to | osses due to
nat ural disasters; for those of you not aware, it
costs approxi mately $168,000 per year per inmate to
keep sonebody in jail as a result of a violent act,
so we're tal king significant nunbers here.

So despite the fact that NYPD has done
such a comrendabl e job in reducing violence in this
country, we are sayin' that in certain comunities
violence is still seen and it continues to be an
energency. Gven that, there is a nodel for us to
| ook at, which is the FEMA nodel; it is designed
specifically as a way to approach and manage
energencies, it already exists as a national nodel
and it's based upon an all-hazards approach, a hazard
that FEMA recognizes -- there are two categories; one
bei ng man- made and one being natural -- certainly
vi ol ence falls under the man-nade category. However,

we don't wanna task our energency managenment
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organi zations -- FEMA, CEMO [ phonetic], OEM-- wth
the task of dealing with gun viol ence and
i nterpersonal violence in our comunities; we think
t hey shoul d keep doing what they're doing. The
organi zations represented here at this hearing should
be the ones that have been working and continue to

work and lead efforts to fight violence in New York

Cty.

So let nme just quickly explain what the
FEMA nodel says. It allows...we're proposing we use
this as a franework for three advantages -- it allows

those doing violence intervention and prevent work to
use a nore strategic approach in their efforts, it
provides a unifying franework for the diverse efforts
within a given geographic area and it will provide
policy makers with a context in which two set
priorities and conprehensive approaches to address

vi ol ence. How nuch prevention? How nuch
intervention? How much response? How nuch

wr apar ound services? Those are the phases of the
Emer gency Managenent Cycle, prevention mtigation, as
al ready been said, is critical in this field, we need
prevention, but we al so need protection; we al so need

to be ready to imediately respond to sonebody who is
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bein" threatened, we need preparedness, we need our
famlies and friends to know what to do in the |ight
of inpending violence; response and recovery, we also
need to pay attention to those people in need of
mental health services and other support services
after violence.

Evaluation is a part of this; I'll |eave
that for another tine. Go on to the next slide
pl ease. Training -- so the work bein' done by these
fol ks on the ground, the VIP specialists, is
critical, it's skilled and it's professional work.
This project and what we're proposing is...and we'll
show you a brief...a detail will show you briefly how
we train the people on the ground so that they can
maxi m ze their skills and continuously inprove their
ability to do this critical, life-saving, literally,
life-saving work in the field, and we wanna provide
themwith the tools that will help devel op those
skills and get themrecogni zed as professionals in
the work of violence intervention and prevention.

And then in inplenentation, we sinply
wanna say is that we are providing technica
assi stance and program desi gn inplenentation and

eval uati on so that violence intervention, CBOs do not
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have to try to do everything all the tinme by
t hensel ves; we can begin to specialize and we can
gi ve themthe support in doing things they are not
necessarily trained or able to growin. And finally,
in order to get all of the people, all these CBGCs and
different workers in this field synergistically
approaching the problemis that we would devel op a
technol ogy of coll aboration where instead of
conpeting with each other because of scarce dollars
we can begin to pull the resources and devel op a
strategy where we can collaborate to bring in nore
funds and be nore effective. Thank you.

ADI TYA KUVARAKRI SHNAN:  Good nor ni ng

Council; 1'd like to thank everyone for the
opportunity to be here and present. M/ nane is
Adi tya Kumarakri shnan and | amthe Lead Devel oper at
STEM Sol utions; we're an organization that believes...
and it is a belief that's backed by dozens of
studi es, that when young people are out curious and
excited about the world around them and they have the
resources to build and to experinent with the world
around them that they are less likely to be out
commtting crimes, violently or otherwise. And so

before | get started, | have a video to show, so we
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at STEM Sol uti ons have been working with the various
organi zati ons present here who are working on the
ground to develop and virtual training tool and this
tool inplenents the FEVMA nodel that M. d over was
tal king about in dealing with gun violence as an
energency, as a crisis of emergency. And before...l1'd
like to preface the video of the training tool that
we' ve devel oped by saying that video ganes and
virtual technol ogy has, as all of you know here, an
enornmous effect and an influence on the |ives of
young people all around the world. Just as an
inportant fact, we in this country have spent over
$25 billion every year on video ganes a vi deo gane
technol ogy, right, and about half of those video
ganmes, as many of you here know, contain serious
vi ol ence and about a fourth of them have serious
vi ol ence as their core focus. The main goal of these
vi deo ganes is serious violence. So we at STEM
Sol utions, working with the many organi zati ons
present here would like to propose a shift in that
paradi gm we wanna make anti-vi ol ence cool and so
we' ve worked on developing this virtual training too
which will help train a lot of the anti-violence

wor kers that are on the ground, but also serve as a
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fun experience for the young people in our
communities to |l ook at viol ence as sonething that
they shoul d be preventing, not perpetuating. So
yeah, you can get started. So this is just a snal
tidbit, a small video of what this entire world | ooks
i ke, and so we've nodel ed a New York City block in
Washi ngton Hei ghts and Upper Harlemand it is a full
wor | d experience for the young people that are here
and for the parents that are here -- |I'msure you al
know about G and Theft Auto, and it is a world that
is like that, but instead of Grand Theft Auto, which
is a gane based around the fact that violence is
cool, the main object of this gane would be to
prevent violence, would be to prevent it. And so you
woul d wal k around preventing, you would wal k around
going up to people and telling themnot to be viol ent
i nstead of being violent and so that's the point of
this entire virtual training tool and it is a
training tool for the anti-violence workers who will
wal k up to the people and inplenent the FEMA nodel as
an effective nodel of preventing violence. And so it
is our plan to eventually have the young people in
our communities build and expand on this virtual

training tool so they will gain the skills needed,
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the skills that are highly in demand in our state,
specifically, who will then have unlinted anmount of
jobs with these skills, who wll then go into the job
mar ket knowi ng how to produce and devel op conputer
prograns. And so it is a holistic solution, not just
atool; it also provides the young people in our
community with these essential skills, which al so
keeps themout of the streets and out of conmtting
crinme. Thank you

CHAI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ:  Thank you very
nmuch.

TAM KA MALLORY: Thank you. Good
norning. First of all, | wanna thank you all for
having us here today; this is clearly a very
i mportant conversation and we appreciate your tinme.
| want to just say first off all that |I conpletely
support the FEMA nodel, as we've been working

t oget her as nmany organi zations to help put this nodel

together and we believe that it truly will be
successful. | prepared ny remarks so that | would
not go over nmy time and so | wll read.

There is no such thing as contai ned
vi ol ence, every crine; every act of brutality has a

chain reaction of cause and effect that jeopardizes a
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wi de range of individuals econom cally and socially.
Even with a decrease in gun violence, this Counci
has reported that in recent years crine rates have
remai ned high in comunities across New York City.
Violence is a public health crisis that puts the
future of our city at risk; this we know fromthe
recent experience with the Bryant Park shooti ng,
whi ch happened out side the bounds of under-served
comruni ti es where peopl e assune vi ol ence occurs nost
and the new knock-out gane on the rise anobng young
adul ts makes an unl ucky passerby a victim of
vi ol ence; however, in many cases targeted victins
have been ol der people and in sone cases ol der white
people. The Children's Defense Fund reported that
t he nunber one cause of death for young peopl e of
color nationally is honmicide by firearmand the New
York City Departnent of Health reported that gun
violence is the | eading cause of death for young
people in this city; beyond that, many of our youth
do their rounds in prison every year for violent and
petty crinmes. A generation of young nen and wonen
who are lost to violence by death of incarceration is
a tragedy that is limting the opportunity and

preventing our city frommnoving forward. Children
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and famlies devoid of resources and opportunities
are much likely to experience and perpetuate
vi ol ence; we cannot afford to waste their potentia
and turn a blind eye to the issues they face, our
city governnent; our organizers, we need to be
wor ki ng together to discover the root causes of
vi ol ence and ensure that this very public crisis is
stemmed at the root. The public crisis is
prevent abl e, but not unless we care for all children
in New York City equally. The Conmunity Viol ence
Prevention Act is an enbodi nent of what comunity
organi zers have been advocating for so | ong,
organi zers like Erica Ford of Life Canp, A T.
Mtchell of Man Up, Lance and Todd Feurtado of King
of Kings, lesha Sekou of Street Corner Resources, and
New Yor kers Agai nst Gun Violence and the |ist goes on
and on and on. W need to be fighting the root
causes of violence to not only reduce crinme, but to
gi ve our under-served conmunities opportunities to
succeed. W need to nmake sure that we occupy our
children with opportunity, give themresources to
pi ck up a hobby before they pick up a weapon or throw
a punch. W need to fight econom c insecurity,

create jobs for struggling famlies and young adults
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and we need to desperately treat nmental illness and
build a city that takes care of its nost vul nerable
to stop violence before it starts. Wth the CPVA we
have the opportunity to use all of our city's
resources and brain power to expand the existing
efforts of community organi zers working in
comrunities every day to prevent violence, provide
support and create opportunity. |1've spent ny life
as an anti-violence advocate and |'ve seen and felt
the effects of violence firsthand, |ike hel ping the
4-year-old nother of LlIoyd Morgan, Jr. shot to death
by a stray bullet in a Bronx playground in 2012 to
order a specialized casket because the small est one
at the funeral honme was too big for him There is no
denying that violence is not a disease in and of
itself, but a synptomof a nuch greater crisis, a
crisis of inequality that many of us have been
battling for generations, which we have the
opportunity to reduce and we nust reduce it now nore
than ever, but we must place the sanme val ue on every
child, every single child in New York Gty nust be
val ued the sane, and | along with ny coll eagues in
anti-violence work reject the idea that because there

may not be as many shootings as in the past, that
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sonehow one of our children's lives is not as
val uabl e, that is unacceptable, especially when the
shooting coul d' ve been prevented by courageous and
aggressive intervention fromus as |eaders. The
answers, the intelligence that you are | ooking for,
it isright in front of you; engage us, use us and
pl ease hel p us. Thank you.

[ appl ause, background comrent s]

ERI CA FORD: Good norning. Blessings of
faith and happi ness to everyone. | definitely wanna
start off by thanking Christine Quinn and her staff
for supporting and hel ping us create the Gun Viol ence
Task Force and the Crisis Managenent System
definitely wanna thank all the council nmen and
counci Il wonen that are here for the foresight and
vision to even devel op the Community Prevent Act;
that we think it is very valuable to not only the
work that we do, but the lifeline of our comunity.

In the beginning of tinme it says life,
liberty and the pursuit of happi ness, that everyone
is entitled to quality of |life, a divine |iberty and
the bl essings of happiness is all we want in society,
is all that the citizens want, but when we see what

happens on a daily basis, as in tw days ago a 30-
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year-ol d...a 30-sonet hi ng-year-old wonan was shot dead
in the head in South Jammi ca, Queens, we know t hat
prevention is a better tool. [pause] [background
comment] | felt that...you know, | thought you al
were busy, so | wanted to wait until you were
finished to that | could...[crosstal k]

COUNCI L MEMBER WLLS: No, no; we hear
you...and it's being recorded, all the testinonies are
bei ng reforded. [ crosstal K]

ERI CA FORD: Ckay, | just wanted you to
know.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLS: Actually, the

Counci| Menmber wanted to ask a question...[interpose]

ERI CA FORD: So one...so we...[interpose]

CHAI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ:  And | ...and
believe it or not...

ERI CA FORD: so...

CHAI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ: Believe it or
not, I watch it again on television.

[ background comrent, | aughter]

ERICA FORD: So we...we...we are one
pl anet, one life support system and nmany of us in

this roomare the oxygen mask for hundreds of
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t housands of voicel ess people in urban comunities
that ...l ast year, 2012, in South Janaica, Queens we
had 340 days with no shootings, the prior year, the
sanme tinme span there were seven peopl e shot; that
means hundreds of thousands of dollars, that neans
lives that were saved, that means famlies that were
not destroyed; that, when we | ook at violence and gun
violence, it's not in a box, it can't be fixed in a
box, it can't be put in a box; that is it is a
di sease and it is a disease because all of us
simlarly suffer frompost-traumatic stress disorder,
di agnosed or undi agnosed; this unaddressed |eads to
the di sease of violence. There was a young man that
we worked with that once said, "All of ny friends I
played with in a sand box are no |onger here. |
don't sleep at night, afraid I'"mgoing to be killed.
| held ny brother's head on ny lap as he said, 'I'm
gonna be alright, right? He wasn't, he died from
t he gunshot. Wiether it's post-traunmatic stress
di sorder from honel essness, systematic poverty,
donestic violence, cultural oblivion, police
m sconduct, or the dil api dated nei ghbor hoods, our
people are hurtin' and we need help. Hurt people

hurt people. One of the things that | have...and the
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thing is article from Chicago, where as Richard
d over tal ked about, it was $2.5 billion a year,
$2,500 per household for the cost of violence, that
when we | ook in our community and we | ook where noney
goes and we | ook that we don't have noney for child
care or after-school, we can begin to prevent
vi ol ence and save noney and put it where it needs to
be; that when we look in this nonths' Oprah nmagazi ne,
that there's a group of young people doing yoga in a
housi ng devel opnment; historically never happened and
t hi s housi ng devel opnment nost of the times it's guns
goin' off, but for every Wdnesday during the sumrer,
there were young nen and wonan doi ng yoga, hel ping
themto refrain fromacts of violence, helping them
to redirect their energy to do positive things. |If
you | ook in Hanmpton's nmamgazine, there's a group of
people from New York City in general because of the
crisis managenent systemthat were able to go to the
Hanptons; this young nan, whose father killed his
brot her and then went on the bus and sensel essly shot
four other people, one of them subsequently died from
their wounds; that trauma destroyed this young nman's
life; that trauma destroyed his nother's life; they

stop breathing, they stop living after they |ose a
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life. So | heard as | sat here that we will help you
resolve you all's problem this is our problem this
is our city, these are our children and if we don't
collectively see the urgency in this enmergency to
save a life and to redefine how we address these
i ssues, to redefine how we allocate funds in Gty
Council, where we have smal|l grassroots organi zations
who are the front line of the resolution to violence
in communities, that they can't get noney unl ess they
have nmoney, which is in itself absurd, that we have
to find different ways to resolve different problens
that are happening; we are suffering as a people, we
are suffering as a city, so last night we cel ebrated
t he Kni cks because there was a victory and we felt
the victory of a city; we have to have the sane
victory of our children's lives bein' saved.

[ background comrents, appl ause, cheers]

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLS: Please, we can't...
we can't have any clapping at all. Next panel.
Thank you panel for everything that you' ve said.
Next panel. [ background comment s]

CHAI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ: W' ve been j oi ned
by Council Menber Mat hi eu Eugene and Council Menber

Leroy Conrie. W hear you |oud and cl ear, whatever
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you are saying and we will work to help you. Marlon
Peterson, Allen Janes, Gabriel Say...Sayegh and
Thomas... [ background conment] G ovanni. [ background
comrents] kay, can you pl ease begin?

Good norning. Good norning to the
Cty Council Menbers, thank you for having ne today;
nmy nane is Marlon Peterson; |I'mthe Director of
Community Rel ations at the Fortune Society. | wanna
thank you for the opportunity to testify before this
Econom ¢ Committee this norning.

For over 45 years the Fortune Society has
been a powerful crimnal justice advocate and re-
entry service provide; we are a |ong-standi ng nenber
of a coalition of service providers from across the
Cty and State, offering alternatives to
incarceration, re-entry and rel ated prograns. These
prograns divert appropriate individuals who have been
arrested or convicted to community supervision and
sanctions and connect people who are transitioning
fromprison or jail into our comunities to needed
services. [interpose]

CHAI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ: Can | ...can | just

interrupt you for one nonent? | wanna thank all of
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t he ki ds who cane here today; we prom se you that we
will help you.
[ background coment s]
CHAI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ:  They're from

Harlem Man Up and it was so nice of themto be here

t oday.

THOVAS G OVANNI: They were al so from |
Love My Life, Cure Violence as well, Queens and
Har | em

MARLON PETERSON: Should | begin...start
over? [background comment] Good norning once again;
t hank you Council Menbers Comrie, WIIls, Eugene, as
well as Chair Koslowitz; ny nane is Marlon Peterson
of The Fortune Society and | wanna thank you for the
opportunity to testify before the Economc Conmittee
t oday.

As | said before, The Fortune Society has
been around for over 45 years; this has been a
powerful crimnal justice advocate and re-entry
service provider; we are a |ong-standi ng nenber of a
coalition of service providers fromacross the city
and state offering alternatives to incarceration, re-
entry-related prograns. These efforts protect the

public and save the city and state revenue by
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reducing jail and prison costs, prevent recidivism
and stabilizing these individuals and their famlies.
At The Fortune Society, for instance, every dollar
invested in ATl prograns yields $3 in jail and prison
di spl acenment savings to the state.

COUNCI L MEMBER WLLS: 1'msorry; repeat
that statistic.

MARLON PETERSON. At The Fortune Soci ety,
for instance, every dollar invested in ATl prograns
yields $3 in jail and prison displacenment savings to
the city and state, while providing individuals an
environnment that enforces change, allows clients to
stabilize thensel ves and devel op legitinnate incone
streans.

Most recently, The Fortune Society,

t hrough its David Rothenberg Center for Public
Policy, created the initiative, iLive. Inspired by a
quote by wite and activist, "Living is the npst

radi cal act that we can commt ourselves to." iLive
ainms to reach individuals from nei ghbor hoods

t hroughout the city who have been affected by gun

vi ol ence and hel p them get professional |icensed
nmental health treatnment. As part of this effort, we

are devel oping a canpaign to address the stigma that
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i npedes nany people fromreceiving needed care and
support. iLive will also host a variety of groups
and events throughout the City and at Fortune in
coll aboration with community-based partners such as
Harl em SNUG Man Up, Inc. Life Canp, SOS South Bronx,
Legal Aid Society, and others working to end gun
vi ol ence.

Wien | read the term"root causes" of
violence in Prop 1012-A, | imrediately thought about
nature and the fact that there are trees taller than
football fields and that these trees are nourished
fromits root below the surface of the ground.

El aborati ng on that exanple, to substantively address
the problemof violence it is inperative that we

i nvestigate and address the underlying causes, the
smal | er problens and system c deficits that result in
the huge illustration of violent acts New Yorkers
experi ence every day. School viol ence, subway

vi ol ence, street violence, institutional violence and
other forms of violence are evident displays of
poverty, over-incarceration, insensitive policing,
communi ty alienation, archaic social service
procedures, unfair inmmgration policies, under-funded

and under-cared for schools, inadequate housing
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policies, and a lack of culturally conpetent neasures
to acknow edge and destigmati ze behavi oral health.
The viol ence we see that cripple our feelings of
safety are a condition of these and ot her soci al
ills. W nust nove beyond the conmon thought that
our young people are the problem [bell] but that
these institutions that...that should be...alright,
just...just making sure...\W nust nove beyond the
common t hought that our young people are the sole
problem but that the institutions they must interact
wi th al so shoul der the burden of being |abeled the
pr obl em

Under st andabl y, recent nedia attention to
young peopl e wantonly pushi ng passersby evokes
vitriolic feelings in nost people. "These kids need
torot injail.” That I"msure is a reaction of
many. Yet how much thought is being given to what
circunstances are | eading young people to partake in
such very random acts of violence? According to U S.
Attorney Eric Hol der, "W cannot sinply prosecute or
i ncarcerate our way out to becom ng a safer nation."
He goes on to say, "A vicious cycle of poverty,
crimnality and incarceration traps too many

Aneri cans and weakens too many comunities; however,
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many aspects of our crimnal justice system nay
actual ly exacerbate this problemrather than
alleviate it." For exanple, in FY 2012...[ background
comrent] Ckay. | think it was started over because
of the tinme. [background comments] Okay, alright.
| just wanna go off by saying this...[interpose,
background conment] Alright then. Well | just wanna
say lastly is this; lastly, | encourage this
comm ssion that consists of persons...that this
comm ssi on consists of persons inpacted by viol ence
on both sides of the victimspectrum-- persons
harmed and the persons that did the harm Inviting
i npact ed persons to this comm ssion invokes
authenticity to the cultural conpetence necessary to
produce qualitative recomendations to the root cause
of the violence. Thank you.

[ background coment s]

ALLEN JAMES: Thank you, good norning; ny
nane is Allen Janes; |I'mrepresenting the Center for
Court Innovation; |I'm Program Manager of Save our
Streets Crown Heights; we are a cure viol ence
replication, part of the New York Cty Cure Violence
novenment. |'d like to preface ny witten statenent

by saying that we fully agree with the findings that
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are set forth in the proposal 1012-A and deeper, nore
i nsightful and specific analysis of the problemthat
we' re facing has been set out by ny coll eagues and |
really don't wanna try to add to that, except to say
that this is a problemthat is not sinply confined to
our inner city neighborhoods; it's really reflective
of a trend of neanness and vi ol ence that's going on
in our nation and that as we approach it we're gonna
find probably that it's fixable, it's doable, but
it's gonna be hard and it's gonna be expensive and
when we di scover that, | hope we don't shrink from
it.

I'"d like to say that as program nanager
of Crown Heights SOS, we have, along with the South
Bronx and Brownsville Anti-Violence Project, been
part of a significant comrtnent by the Center for
Court Innovation to explore the potential for a
comruni ty-based anti-violence initiatives in New
York. The formal conponents of Cure Viol ence nodel
are outreach, conmunity nobilization, education,
faith-based | eader invol venent, and recognition from
| aw enforcenment. Cure Violence takes a public health
approach to gun violence and the approach response to

out breaks of violence in much the sanme way that
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heal th workers respond to the outbreak of contagious
di sease, by identifying the |ocus of the outbreak,

i solating those who are infected and depl oyi ng heal th
workers to stem further transm ssion.

In the four years of operation, SOS Crown
Hei ghts has contributed to a significant reduction in
the nunber of shooting incidents in the defined
target area that we work in. The program operates in
a 40-square-block area in the 77th Precinct; the
target area contains two NYCHA housi ng devel opnents
and a conbi ned popul ati on of approxi mately 20, 000
people. In 2010, our first operational year, the
target area experienced 24 shootings, five of which
were fatal. 1n 2011 there were eight shootings, five
of which were fatal and in 2012 there were 17
shootings, three of which were fatal. So far this
year there have been 14 shootings in our target area,
three of which have been fatal, and so we've cone
down and kept the nunbers down over the past years.

At Crown Heights we've had success in
establ i shing oursel ves and being a cal m ng
nei ghbor hood presence. Using our street experience
and powerful intuition and ongoing training, SOS

outreach workers and viol ence interrupters have been
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successful in detecting and nediating conflict before
it escalates into gun violence and their outreach
teamis influential with the [bell] m ddl e schools
and hi gh school students.

In the South Bronx our project has been
operating for just over one year and has al ready had
a calmng affect, |ogging weeks w thout shootings.
The network of the Cure Violence initiatives in New
York that are operating now in each of the boroughs
is denonstrating their effectiveness in contributing
to the reductions in street violence; these
initiatives should be supported, strengthened,
expanded and built upon with policies and practices
that strengthen and support famlies and comrunities.
Thank you

GABRI EL SAYEGH. Good norning, | just
need to get sonme water. |'m Gabriel Sayegh; |1'mthe
State Director for the...[interpose]

FEMALE VO CE: You're not on a mc.

GABRI EL SAYEGH The mic's on,

[ background comment] thanks. Alright. Thank you.
My nane's Gabriel Sayegh; I'mthe State Director for
the Drug Policy Alliance; we're a nationa

organi zati on of people who are working to end the
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fail ed war on drugs and pronote nore sensible
policies.

| was really pleased to see the
announcement for this bill, because the notion of the
Council trying to address root causes and pul
together a conmittee to pursue that end I think is a
fairly remarkabl e opportunity to take a step back and
| ook at the big picture. W don't often get that
opportunity and in fact quite often we pursue things
in these narrow manners, not w thout purpose; we have
standing comrittees, as an exanple, to take up issue-
based areas; that hel ps governnent function properly.
But when you | ook at drug policies thenselves, we've
spent the last 40 years with a war on drugs, we've
spent over a trillion dollars as a nation, we've had
40 million arrests and we're no closer to dealing
with the drug problemthan we were when we began, but
we're a |lot poorer as a result and we have nass
i ncarceration, very severe problens associated with
racial disparities and so on and so forth. Here in
the Gty we have a uni que opportunity right now to
approach our drug policies in a new way, to
coordi nate that approach in a manner nuch outlined as

t he announcenent for this commttee did, and while we
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focus on drug policies, the intersection between
drugs and violence is well-known here in the city of
New York and in other comunities; it's not an
absol ute connection, but it's certainly one that pops
up periodically and inpacts communities and peopl e.

Part of our testinony includes a report
that we produced with the New York Acadeny of
Medi cine called a "Blueprint for a Public Health
Approach to Drug Policy"; that report is in your
folders and it outlines what a coordi nated approach
woul d 1 ook Iike, both at the city level and the state
I evel. Many of the speakers before us tal ked about
violence as a public health issue and | just wanna
echo, particularly the comrunity groups that were
here asking for nore funding, they should get funding
to do their good and inportant work. But viol ence as
a health issue is a conceptual franmework that is
i ncreasingly enployed around the country and we can't
tal k about public health and viol ence w thout also
tal ki ng about drugs and drug use and addiction and
the associated factors. Wen this bill passes, as it
should, and this commttee is formed to address these
root causes, our hope is that this blueprint that you

have [ background conment] in front of you now could
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serve as a tool to hopefully contribute to the good
work of that conmittee and | ooking at the root causes
of violence. One specific thing to point out here is
an exanple of the lack of coordination and the
problenms that it engenders here, is that with syringe
exchange prograns, which are anong the nost
successful intervention strategies that we have in
the city of New York to reduce the transm ssion of
H V and Al DS, Departnent of Health funds that,
supports it, runs it; at the same tinme, NYPD often
sits outside of those very prograns and arrests
peopl e for syringe possession. W have a situation
where the |l eft hand does not know what the right hand
is doing and that | eads to outcones that dimnish
[bell] both public health and safety for individuals
and communities. So it's our hope that this bil
passes and we would |like to support the Council's
effort in addressing these questions and really wanna
appl aud you for asking these big picture questions
that ask us to step back and | ook at the franmework
and context within which we operate. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ: W' ve been j oi ned

by Council Menber WIIlians, Jurmaane WIIians.
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THOVAS G OVANNI:  Good nmorning, |I'm
Thonmas G ovanni, |'m supervising attorney for the
Legal Aid Society's Anti-Qun Violence Initiative and
we're a specialized unit in a civil practice that's
dedi cated to providing | egal services to conmunity
menbers who are being served by the Council-funded
Cure Viol ence organi zati on, sonme of which you' ve
already fromtoday. |'msubmtting this testinony
today on behalf of Legal Aid and | want to thank the
Chai rperson Koslowitz and al so Council Menber
WIlliams and WIlls for their work and the Econom c
Devel opnment Committee for inviting our thoughts on
establishing this comm ssion to study these root
causes of viol ence.

As you all know, the Legal Aid Society is
the nation's ol dest and | argest provider of |egal
services to lowincone famlies and individuals. W
provi de assi stance to over 300,000 | egal nmatters that
involve civil, crimnal and juvenile rights issues.
As such, we take on nore cases for nore clients than
any other |egal services organization in the country.
W believe that that brings us a particul ar
perspective and a useful perspective on the w de

range of issues, sonme of which we've touched on here
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today and we would |ike to make sure that we conti nue
our work in this to bring that expertise and bring
t hat support.

Specifically my unit, the Anti-Gun
Violence Initiative, we are the |egal support
conmponent of this coalition of service providers that
have been brought together in the Gty Council's
Anti-Qun Viol ence Task Force. W have four staff
attorneys, all of whomare here right now sitting
with me and nyself, and we're seeking to fulfill our
m ssion...[interpose, background coment] hn?
[ background comment] We're seeking to fulfill our
m ssion to support these five comunity organi zations
that have already testified here in doing their work,
using the Cure Viol ence nodel; that nodel works; that
nodel shoul d be funded.

We believe, and it's al so supported by
t he best research, and as you' ve already heard from
t he on-the-ground experiences here, that the
communi ty partners have the right nodel and the nost
effective neans of conbating violence is preventing
it and the nost effective neans of doing that is...is
a multi-spectrum long-terminvestnent in

communities. And | wanna repeat that, | wanna say
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that very clearly, each one of those terns is
important -- multi-spectrum long-term investnent
and in these communities -- it really matters that we
take the long view, the funding cycles are killing
t hese organi zations; they need to develop this
capacity long-term

To that end, our mission in the AGVI unit
is to provide conprehensive waparound services in
all the areas that they have that have | ega
components, and as such, some of the subject areas
that we deal with -- and this is a non-inclusive |ist
-- housing, public benefits, immgration, enploynent,
col l ateral consequences of crimnal convictions,
famly law, health law, crimnal defense, including
juveni |l e delinquency, school suspension, safety
transfers, both in public housing and in schools, and
as | said, that's the short list. And as you've
heard fromthe testinony fromthe real experts here,
the ones that are providing the direct services, if
we successfully support communities in these areas
and in the other areas which they've identified as
areas of need, [bell] we will reduce the violence and

we will do better.
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We support this effort and we al so want ed
to nake...[i nterpose, background conment] one
reconmendation that | wanna highlight, is that we
woul d add to the list of conm ssion nmenbership, the
Departnment of Health and Mental Health, Departnent of
Probation, an agency or organi zation with a proven
track record of providing famly support services, an
agency or organization with a track record of
providing trauma or mental health services, and at
| east one organi zation, | say at |east, that serves
and represents the fornerly incarcerated, such as The
Fortune Society to ny left; the voice of the fornerly
i ncarcerated nust be heard. Thank you

CHAI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ:  Thank you very
much and | can't begin to tell you how nuch we agree
with all of what you say and thank you for doi ng what
you do and we wanna be partners with you.
[ background comments] We've been joi ned by Counci
Menber, a short time to go, Letitia James. Thank you
very, very nuch. [background comments] Okay. Tala
Manassah and Al l an Fei nbl um

ALLAN FEINBLUM M nanme is Allan
Fei nblum ['ma nmenber of JAC, Jails Action

Coalition. [applause] One of the things that we try
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to do is end violence, not only in the street, as far
as different gangs -- the Bloods, the Crypts, the
Marcy Chaplains of WIIliansburg; what we try and do
is end institutional violence. |'ma nmenber of JAC
we're trying to change the jail system the crimna
justice system | testified prior to this neeting
wi th Councilman WIlianms and Councilman WIIls about
solitary confinenent, about people...the inmm grants,
they get arrested and put in jail for no crinmes, but
because they're involved with the inmgration
problem | net with the president of COBA, the union
that represents people that work in correctiona
institutions and even though | disagree with sone of
the things he says and he doesn't agree with entirely
everything | said, we were able to neet for 45
m nutes, man to nman, and we realized that one of the
things that we agreed on is people that have a nental
illness do not belong in jail; people that have
mental illness need treatnent, young people...19...16
to 21, they don't belong in jail, they don't bel ong
in solitary confinenent; they need treatnent, they
need people to try and educate them they need
prograns; people shouldn't be in jail...in the United

States, we have the nost people that are in jail in
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the world; there's nore people in the United States
injail than in China and Russia and Iran, Irag...we
| ead the nation, nostly because the drug...the drug
| aws, we put people in jail for snoking marijuana; in
some states they legalized it; something is crimnal
because they decide it's crimnal; in sone states
it's crimnal, in sone states it's not crimnal.

What we have to do is end the violence in Rikers

| sl and; the correction officers are not properly
trained, they don't know how to deal wi th people that
are nmentally ill. The correction officers are
victins of the sane stigma as the inmates.

Correction officers don't get the respect that they
deserve. Correction officers are considered gods...
police officers, they get the credit, they get the
respect of the public, but correction officers;
they're the | ast people -- even though they get
adequat e pay, they get good pay, they get good

pensi ons, but nobody respects them There were
surveys taken where people that work in the prisons
as correction officers; they don't even tell their
friends that they work as correction officers; people
don't respect them and one of the things |I'm working

for is an advocate; |I'mworking for the prisoners,
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but 1 al so wanna speak on behal f of the correction
of ficers; they deserve respect and they deserve
additional training and with the new mayor and the
new council ...we have 47 denocrats out of 51 nenbers,
nore things have to be done; we can't blane the
republicans, we can't blanme Bush, we can't blane
Reagan, it's the tine...this is all denocratic, so if
things don't go right in the next adm nistration, we
can't blane...we can't [bell] blane the republicans.
Thank you

TALA MANASSAH:  Well, | think you can
al ways...[ crosstal k]

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLS: Thank you, sir.

TALA MANASSAH: bl ane Reagan for
sonmet hing, but that's beside the point. M nane is
Tal a Manassah; |'mthe Deputy Executive Director of
Mor ni ngsi de Center for Teachi ng Soci al
Responsi bility. Morningside Center has worked in New
York City public schools for the last 30 years; we're
t he national |eader in school-based social and
enotional |earning prograns, so | cone at this topic
froma slightly different angle than all of the other
wonder ful peopl e who have spoken here today; nost of

whose recomendations | strongly agree with.
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Mor ni ngsi de Center defines social and

enotional learning, right, as the process by which we
acquire skills to manage our own feelings, right,
relate well to other people, resolve conflict in a
way that's creative and non-viol ent, nmake good
deci sions and take responsibility for our
communities. And so | suppose what |1'd like to
submt to this conversation is that actually the
guestion of violence prevention relates very closely
to a reimagining and reclai mng of what happens on a
very basic level in our public schools, right. I
think that we need, as a city and | think we're
standing at a very interesting precipice for doing
this, to nove away from havi ng schools be pl aces
where there is an undue focus on high stakes
standardi zed testing, right, and reclaimpublic
education as a space within which young peopl e need
to acquire the skills that they need to be non-
viol ent, productive nmenbers of their comunities.

Mor ni ngsi de Center's operating prenmise is

that our young people do well if they can, right, and
doing well if you can neans that you have the skills
to do well. There's a lot of research that shows

that through sustained in-class curriculum right,
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our programis the four Rs; there are a nunber of
wonder ful national prograns that focus on social -
enotional learning skills, that kids devel op the
conpetencies that they need to nake good deci sions so
that violence is not the only option that's avail abl e
to them

I think I'll stop there and just say that
the...we are strongly in support of this; | thank the
menbers of the City Council who've taken | eadership
on this issue and let's continue the conversation
Thank you so nuch

CHAlI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ:  Absol utely and
just wanna tell you, where education is concerned and
| saw it first-hand in one of our high schools in
Queens, along with Council Menber Conmrie and Counci
Menber WIls, where the children that aren't doing as
well as they want themto do, they push them aside...
[ nterpose]

TALA MANASSAH: That's right.

CHAI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ: they...[crosstal k]

TALA MANASSAH: That's right.

CHAI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ: they basically
cl ose the door and |I've been a big advocate for that

to stop and hopefully, with this new admnistration
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that will stop; that we treat each child individually
and if a child needs extra help, don't shut the door
on that child...[crosstalKk]

TALA MANASSAH:  Absol utely.

CHAI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ:  but hel p t hat
chi I d.

TALA MANASSAH:  Yeah, | nean ki ds need
nore skills than the adults need nore skills...

[ crosstal k]

CHAI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ:  Yeah. Alright, |
am..

TALA MANASSAH: and we have to find a way
to disrupt the school -to-prison pipeline, right; and
what that neans is that we have to rei magi ne what
di scipline looks like in school ...[ crosstal k]

CHAI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ:  Exactly.

TALA MANASSAH:  school should not be a
mrror for prison, right...[crosstalKk]

CHAI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ:  No.

TALA MANASSAH: our Kkids are not
di spensabl e.

CHAI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ:  And we...and ki ds

shoul d not be rejected in schools. [crosstalKk]
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TALA MANASSAH: Exactly right. Thank you
so much. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ: Ckay. Thank you
and... Ckay. Council Menber WIIiamns.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS:  One; |I'msorry
that | cane later than | wanted to; it's a very
i nportant topic, but I wanted to congratul ate Counci
Menmber WIlls for putting this bill forward and for
pushing for this hearing and | thank the Chairwoman
and the Commttee for having this hearing; it's
extrenely inportant, this bill and even nore
inportant is a discussion; it is sonmething that many
of us have been trying to push for the past few
years; unfortunately it was lost in the shuffle and
di scussi on around stop and frisk and so I'm gl ad
we're noving past that, hopefully, so that really we
can be tal king about the issues that we should be and
al t hough nost of the attention for me has gone to
stop and frisk bills, the thing |I'm probably at |east
as equally proud of is the work that we've done on
the Gun Viol ence Task Force and the fact that this
speaker, with her fortitude, the only initiative that
was funded in the past four years was for the things

that were going on in Gun Viol ence Task Force,
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directly trying to get to the heart of this problem
and unl ess we do that we will be continually
resourced to sending only police as the only resource
to deal with this violence and we all know that does
not work and is not the answer and | think a
comm ssion like this wuld be fantastic to push this
conversation further and really get the resources
that we have and need focused |i ke a scal pel to the
areas that need the nost help and sendi ng police when
needed and sending all the other resources, |ike the
nmental health resources, the vision of youth and
communi ty devel opnent, all agencies should be
i nvolved in discussing this issue; it always
frustrated me when | speak to [ background coment s]

t he commi ssioner of DYCD and | ask, "Have you ever
spoken to the conm ssioner of the police departnent
about how the cuts will affect violence" and the
answer's invariably no. So | hope that this bil
noves forward and | hope we nove this conversation
forward; |I'mhappy | got to see nmany of the people |
work with and people | consider friends downstairs
who have testified and doing fantastic work in the
City. Again | wanna say congratul ati ons to Counci

Menber WIls. Thank you
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CHAI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ:  Counci | Menber
Conri e.

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRIE: | al so wanna
congratul ate Council Menber WIIs and Council Menber
Wllianms for their work in putting this together; I
was al so unavoi dably detained this nmorning; | was on
ny way here; | had to take care of an inportant
matter that a constituent asked ne to take care of as
| was wal king out of ny district office, so | wanna
apol ogi ze for not being here for the entire hearing,
but I think that it's critical that this discussion
on how we try to deal with the endem c social issues
and especially issues leading to children...to
vi ol ence, giving preventive neasures, having the city
responsibly look at it with a focus on how to do the
preventive prograns in districts that have these
i ssues and how they can provide it by the city and |
hope that this new adm ni stration quickly puts
t oget her a package using the sane predicate that they
did for the gun violence initiative, using the
statistics that are clear in neighborhoods that are
under served and where we have a high need to have
preventative prograns to prevent the rising crinme and

the rising frustration that young people have within
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our communities, so | think that it's sonething that
you know we can do quickly, we can do productively
and hopefully we can do in a manner that can be
resol ved by budget tine, by next June so that we can
really work to put some things in the June budget for
2015, 2014-2015 that can really stemto provide
preventative services in comunities that truly need
them So | wanna congratul ate you; | hope that this
bill can actually be passed this year to set up this
oversi ght opportunity and hopefully...now | woul d be
willing to serve on any of the working comittees,
even outside of ny role as a council nenber. So
t hank you for hol ding the hearing.

CHAI RPERSON KOSLOW TZ: | can assure ny

col | eagues that we are gonna work and pass this bil

and you know, try and pass this bill; | amconmtted
to this bill and I will work along with ny col | eagues
to see that justice is done. | have alittle nore

confidence in this comng adm nistration that these
issues will be addressed and that these issues wl|
be in the budget to help people have the funds to
carry out what they want to do. Thank you.

[ background coment s].
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Okay, with that this commttee neeting is
adj our ned.
[ gavel ]

[ background coment ]
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