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CHAI RPERSON EUGENE:  Thank you very
much and we’ve got to start over. Good norning and
I’ m Counci | Menber Mathieu Eugene, Chair of the
Council Commttee on Veterans. | would like to
thank Chair Dromm of the Commttee on I mmgration
for agreeing to hold this hearing on two inportant
resolutions. Let ne also take the opportunity to
thank Felicia Taylor Legislative authority for the
Committee on Veterans and nmy co-Chair Drommw || do
the sane you know, when | return the m crophone to
him and now, | want to thank also nmy staff, who
had hard worked diligently to make sure that we
have this hearing this norning.

Since the earliest days of the U S
Mlitary, immgrants have played a crucial role as
service nenbers fromthe Revolutionary War to the
conflict in Ilrag and Afghani stan. W have
recruited non-citizens and | award themfor their
service and conmitnment to this country with an
expedited path to citizenship. Today, there are
nore than 24,000 non-citizens serving on active
duty and nore than 5,000 enlist each year. As our
country changes and rol es nore diverse, the non-

citizen population is likely to becone one of the
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nost inportant sources of recruitnment for the Arned
Forces. Despite the contributions of non-citizens
to our nation’s mlitary, too nmany of our nmen and
wonen in uniformand veterans that have not yet
attained citizenship are finding thensel ves facing
deportation for minor offenses. These service
menbers and veterans have no relief available to
them and nore often than not are sent back to the
country they don’t consider hone. Because of this,
| introduce Resolution 1536 calling on the

Depart nent of Honel and Security to expedite the
adjustnent of immgration status of immgrants
serving in the U S. Armed Forces and to halt
deportation of inmgrants who are active duty
service nenbers or who have been honorably

di scharged fromthe mlitary. W should be
treating those that risked their lives for our
country better. | hope that all the nmenbers of the
Imm gration Cormmittee will join me in supporting
this resolution. W are also discussing a | ot of

I nportant resolutions | introduce during this

heari ng. Resolution 1923, Tenporary Protected
Status, called TPS, is a statute that the

Departnent of Honel and Security gives when
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conditions in a country prevents its nationals from
returning. TPS may be given in cases of arned
conflict, natural disasters, disease epidemcs or
ot her extraordinary conditions. Ri ght now,
immgrants from El Sal vador, Haiti, Honduras,

Ni caragua, Sonalia, Sudan and South Sudan and Syria
are eligible for TPS. Wiile TPS allows citizens
fromthese countries to cone, stay and work in the
United States, it does not offer thema path to
citizenship, so | have introduced Resol ution nunber
1923, which urges the federal governnent to pass

| egislation that will establish a pathway to
citizenship for recipients of TPS. Many famlies
that arrive in the United States to escape unsafe
conditions have made this country their home. They
are menber of our communities and many have
establ i shed deep roots here. They deserve a path
to becone citizens of the United States so that
their famlies so that their famlies can finally
have stability and all the rights and privil eges
that come with U S. citizenship. |Immgrants have

|l ong made this country great and we should all ow
them those with TPS, to have the sanme chance to

make a permanent hone here and |live the Anmerican
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dream Please allow nme one nore tinme to thank our
Counci| Menber and Chair, co-Chair Dromm of the
Commttee on Immgration for holding this hearing
today, and | just want also to take the opportunity
to thank each one of you who are here who cone for
this very inportant hearing. Let me turn it over
to nmy co-Chair, Council Menber Dromm

CHAI RPERSON DROM Wl |, thank you
very much. Good norning. |’ m Council Menber
Daniel Drommand I’ mthe Chair of the New York City
Council’s Committee on Immgration. | would |ike
to thank Council Menber WMathieu Eugene, Chair of
the Conmittee on Veterans for participating in
today’s joint hearing and for all the other
comm ttee hearings that we’ ve had on the Veterans
Committee. |’ma proud nenbers of the veterans
community as well, so thank you, Council Menber
Eugene and |l et ne also thank ny commttee staff,
Jul i an Beckford [phonetic] and Jennifer Montal vo
[ phonetic] for the work that you' ve done on this
I ssue for us today.

Resol uti on Nunber 1536 calls on the
Depart nent of Homel and Security to expedite the

adj ustnent of immgration status of those
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i mm grants who are serving in the Armed Forces and
to halt the deportation of inmgrants who are
active duty service nenbers or who have been
honorably di scharged fromthe Arned Forces. As of
May 2012, approximately 24,000 non-citizens were
serving on active duty in the U S. Arnmed Forces,
wi th about 5,000 non-citizens enlisting each year.
Despite the | arge nunber of inmmgrants serving in
the Arned Forces and the significant contributions
they nade to the Arnmed Forces, they still encounter
obstacl es dues to their lack of U S. citizenship.
For exanple, immgrants who are non-citizens are
prevented fromparticipating in federal elections,
cannot apply for certain jobs and nay be subject to
deportation as a result of an encounter with | aw
enforcement. This resolution is a rem nder that
i mm grants who choose to serve our country should
be recogni zed for their service and their
commtnent to this country, and such recognition
shoul d i ncl ude expedited adjustnment of inmgration
st at us.

Resol ution 1923 calls on the federal
government to pass legislation to establish a

pathway to citizenship for Tenporary Protected
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Status beneficiaries. Tenporary Protected Status
or TPSis a tenporary immgration status granted to
el i gi bl e persons of designhated countries.
Generally, TPS is provided to immgrants living in
the United States who are unable to safely return
to their honme because of an ongoing armed conflict,
an environnmental disaster such as the terrible
hurricane in Haiti, or other extraordi nary and
tenporary conditions that prevent a safe return.
Currently, only eight countries are designated for
TPS: ElI Sal vador, Haiti, Honduras, N caragua,
Somal i a, Sudan, South Sudan and Syria. TPS
beneficiaries may remain in the U S. for the
duration of a country’s designation, and during
that tinme may obtain work authorization and then be
granted travel authorization. TPS does not lead to
| awf ul permanent resident status or U S.
citizenship. Resolution 1923 urges the federa
governnment to pass legislation that will establish
a pathway to citizenship for recipients of TPS.

I’d like to thank everyone for com ng
today and with that, I want to turn back over to
Chai r Eugene so that he can call our first

W t nesses.
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CHAI RPERSON EUGENE:  Thank you very
much, Council Menber Dromm thank you. |If you are
here and you want to testify, please register your
nane and we will nore than happy to listen to you
tal k and your concern regarding this very
important... the two very inportant issues. Now,
let me call the first..

[ Pause]

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: Brian Milli gan,

t hank you, from Central American Legal Assistance.

[ Pause] [background voi ces]

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: Ckay, nhow we’'re
going to do it another way. W’re going to do...
to call everybody at the sane tinme. Let ne call
Li onel | e Hamanaka. Lionelle, thank you for com ng,
t hank you very nmuch. And | want to call also Mss
Irina. [off mc] Oh, she’s not testifying? You
are not testifying? No? ay. You would Iike to?
kay, please. kay.

[ Pause]

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: Now, |let ne take
t he opportunity to thank you for the wonderful job
that you are doing for all inmgrants in ny

district and also in New York City. You are really




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COWM TTEE ON VETERANS JOI NTLY W TH THE COMM TTEE ON | MM GRATION 10
a good partner for all of us Cty Council nenbers.
NYLAG i s doing a wonderful job. Thank you.

[ background voi ce] Thank you very nmuch. As a
matter of fact, right now your office and ny office
we are having a clinic for inmgrants for the city,
right, right nowin one of the churches?

[ background voi ce] Thank you very nuch. Pl ease.

[ Pause]

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: M. Ml ligan, you
can start any tine, please.

BRI AN MULLI GAN: [off mic] Good
nor ni ng.

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE:  And. .

BRI AN MJLLI GAN. Good norning. M nanme
is Brian Mulligan and | am an accredited
representative from Central Anerican Lega
Assi stance and | was asked to conme here to talk a
little bit about TPS by the New York I mm gration
Coalition, which is an organization of about 200...
conpri sed of about 200 groups here in New York that
work with immgrants, and we are a nenber of them
Central Anerican Legal Assistance, we are |ocated
in Brooklyn; WIIlianmsburg, Brooklyn and we have

been representing people fromCentral Anerica for
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over 25 years, and as the council nenbers all uded
to, individuals from Honduras, N caragua and E

Sal vador are all eligible for TPS. The Honduras
and Ni caragua program has been in effect since
1998, Hurricane Mtch and the Sal vadoran program
has been in effect since 2001, which was the

eart hquake. So these people fromthese
nationalities have had TPS, this Tenporary
Protected Status for 15 and 13 years. They get a
work permt and they’'re able to work, |ive here and
pay taxes, but it’s not a free program So the
federal government has determ ned that these
countries are in such bad shape because of the
natural disasters or the political unrest that

t hese peopl e shouldn’t have to go back there;
however... and so they're able to... they're
allowed to live and work here and send noney hone.
However, these prograns aren’'t free and they have
to spend about $500 every 18 nonths, which is a | ot
of noney and it's also... it’s easy to fall out of
the programfor |ack of a specific docunent that
the immgration service wants, so it's a difficult
programto naintain. So we applaud your resol ution

to urge the federal governnent for any
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conprehensive immgration reformthat would give
t hese fol ks who have now been with a sort of sem -
| egal status for 15 years or 12 years not to have
to go to the back of the Iine for conprehensive
immgration reform |In other words, the
conprehensive immgration reformthat’s being
tal ked about would be approximately a 10-year
process to becone |egal, and so we woul d hope t hat
t hese fol ks who have al ready been | egal for |ong
periods of tinme would be able to get an expedited
process into that and would not have to go to the
end of the Iine. W represent approxi mately 4,000
TPS applicants, nostly here in New York City, so
there’s a lot of people with this status. | think
that’s what 1... | applaud your efforts to urge the
federal government to do that for TPS recipients
who are very worthy, hard working people who are
payi ng taxes and have been in the systemfor many
years. Thank you

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: Thank you very...
and M. Milligan, | have sone questions for you,
but. ..

BRI AN MULLI GAN: [interposing] Yes.
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CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: | will go to the
next speakers unless Council Menber, do you want to
ask a question now?
CHAl RPERSON DROW Wl |, let’s hear
fromthose three and then we'll...

CHAI RPERSPON EUGENE: [ i nt er posi ng]

CHAI RPERSON DROMM  Ask questi ons.

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: Now | et us call or
|l et us hear from M ss Lionelle. Thank you again
for com ng. You always, always attend all the
heari ngs on inmm gration, you know, so I..

[ crosst al K]

LI ONELLE HAMANAKA:  Thank you.

[ crosstal k]

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: Again | want to
t hank you for your courage and al so your
persi stence and your dedication you have for al
the veterans. Thank you so nuch.

LI ONELLE HAMANAKA: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: Thank you.

LI ONELLE HAMANAKA:  Thanks for the
opportunity. Mlitary Fam|lies Speak Qut is a

nati onal organization of famlies related to
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sol di ers who have served since 9/11 who opposed the
war in lraq and currently the war in Afghanistan
and our notto is “Bring the troops honme now and
take care of them when they get here.” W support
Resol ution 1923 and Resol uti on 1536. About

Resol ution 1923, | used to work for an immgration
law firmin New York and one of the cases | worked
on was an Egyptian guy who was a Coptic Christian.
And he was working 14 hours a day in a pizza parlor
in New Jersey, but he spent all his noney on his

| egal case and he was a very hard working famly
man. Hs famly was here already and he’ d been
here for a nunber of years, and he was really
terrified of being deported because he was afraid
that if he was sent back to Egypt he woul d be
persecuted. So and also during that tinme, I
sonetinmes used to call people who were in
deportation jails and I know that it’s very hard to
reach them They don't really have that much
access to legal help and they' re very scary places
and their famlies are terrified and you know, |
think that sonetines |’ve heard that when the jails
are like really crowded, the deportation jails,

that sonetines they' re put in with the regul ar
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crimnal popul ation so they' re even under worse
conditions. And so now, that’s Resolution 1923 and
1536 there’'s a little typo in the first |line here.
It says at various tinmes since 9/11 inmm grants have
constituted one-third of the Armed Forces. That’s
one-third of the recruits of the Armed Forces at
one point and | know that | got emmils to that
effect and so we’re not tal king about a small group
here of like you know, two or three people. W’re
tal ki ng about tens of thousands of people, and
these immgrants were willing to risk their lives
to beconme U S. citizens; therefore, their efforts
to attain citizenship should be supported in every
way and not inpeded with Iack of delivery of |ega
rights. |[If a person has been a soldier in one of

t hese wars, we know that there’'s a | ot of house to
house conbat and they’'re put in positions where
they have to go on little trips out into the
village or wherever on the roads to |l ook for trip
mnes for IEDs and it’'s a very scary experience.
don’t know if you ve seen Hurt Locker or heard
stories, but many people, about 300,000, have cone
down with PTSD; another 300,000 have traumatic

brain injuries and these people may or nay not be
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di agnosed; they nay not admt it and the tens of

t housands of people who are immigrants who are

pl aced... who may be placed in a sort of linbo; a
sort of purgatory as to what they' re going to do in
some of themw nd up in these jails because they
fall through the cracks, they' re not treated with
the respect that they deserve. They' re treated

i ke crimnals because the prison guards don’t know
you personally and they treat everybody the sane.
They don’t know your history. Now, the thing is
that instead of treating people who ve served in
the Arned Forces as di sposabl es who’ ve served their
pur pose, which is a crimnal offense fromthe human
sense of justice, as well as violating existing

| aws and assertions, which the recruiters nake
during getting into the Armed Forces, and that
sullies the honor and the integrity of the Arned
Forces of the United States, so we should try to
prevent this by making sure that we keep our

prom se to the imrigrants who join the Armed Forces
and nake it easy for themto becone citizens and
treat themw th the respect that they deserve.

It’s one thing to have a | aw and another thing to

enforce it, as we all know, so we support this
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resol uti on because it’'s a watchdog and al so a
support of a major city in the United States and it
will help prevent people fromfalling through the
cracks, as many of these veterans have al ready and
it will... we hope that in the future those who
have deported wongfully, their status can be
reversed and they can be brought back to their
famlies and it will help prevent the breakup of
famlies and a lot of msery. So thank you very
much for nmeking these resol utions and we support
t hem

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: Thank you very
much. Mss Irina, please. Al ways, you know, |

think that | got to practice how to pronounce your

| ast nane.

| RENA MATI YCHENKO:  No, | will do it
for you.

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE:  Thank you very
much.

| R NA MATI YCHENKO.  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: Thank you.

| R NA MATI YCHENKO [off mc] Youre
wel come. My nane is...

[ Pause]
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| R NA MATI YCHENKO  Can you hear ne?
CHAI RPERSON EUGENE:  Yes.

| RINA MATI YCHENKO. [off mic] My name

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: Can you press the
button, please?

CHAI RPERSON DROMM  Just press the red

but t on.

| R NA MATI YCHENKO:  On.

CHAlI RPERSON EUCGENE:  Yes.

| R NA MATI YCHENKO: My nane is Irina
Mati ychenko. | amthe Director of |nmm grant

Protection Unit of New York Legal Assistance G oup.
This is one of the largest providers of |ega
services in New York and we are honored to work
with many of Gty Council and we’'re working with
the Gty Council Dromm Gty Council Eugene, and
want to thank you for this opportunity to work with
you, to serve your constituents and also to testify
here. | know how nuch you are both doing on behal f
of your constituents and that is why it’s an honor
to be here and to support this resolution. |
believe that both resolutions are very strong, very

radical, but it’s a great and fair decision to ask
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federal government to pass this |aw and certainly
peopl e use TPS and our office have served thousands
of TPS hol ders and we know t hat these people
actually... it’s a very generous decision to grant
TPS to the country and to the nationals of this
country, but still, these people are living in

i mbo and every year when Congress deci des whet her
or not to goto this TPS, to extend TPS they're
waiting for the decisions. They don’t know what to
do next with their lives. They re not sure how
they’re lives will continue in this country or they
have to be deported and what is especially
important is that these people, they are known by
TPS status. They are known by the gover nnent
because they were granted TPS status as soon as
they... let’s say they can lose this status as soon
as TPS is denied and they are the first candi dates
for deportation w thout doing anything wong, but
just living in this country they | ose TPS stat us.
That is why it’s so inportant to guarantee their
right and I want to take a chance to ask Gty
Council to join NYLAGin our efforts. Actually we
put all this information yesterday on our website

and we asked governnent to grant TPS status to




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COWM TTEE ON VETERANS JO NTLY W TH THE COMWM TTEE ON | MM GRATION 20
Phi | i ppi nes, and you who represent TPS and knows
that Gty Council Eugene represents nost of TPS

hol ders from Haiti and you know how i nportant to
act urgently and to provide people to | eave

i medi ately, so | hope that you will join our
efforts. But again, going back to this resol ution,
| strongly support this resolution and | hope that
federal government will agree with this, but | also
want to bring to your attention to the fact that
your rights to TPS and we discuss it with Gty
Counci| Eugene. This is inclusion of TPS holder to
DACA to nmake TPS holders eligible for deferred
action for undocunented use and | know that it’s on
agenda of City Council Eugene and |I urge all of you
to support this project as well. Again, thank you
so nmuch for inviting ne. Thank you for this
resolution, and fromour part you know, we’re doing
everything to support it and neanwhile, as you al
know, NYLAG has al ways wel conmed all your
constituents with all their legal problens. W are
right there to take themrepresentation. You know
how to find us, howto refer your constituents and

t hank you agai n.
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CHAI RPERSON EUGENE:  Thank you very
much, Mss Irina and forgive ne if | cannot
pronounce your |ast nane right.

| R NA MATI YCHENKO: That’ s fi ne.

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: And so I..

[ crosst al K]

| RI NA MATI YCHENKO  You know t he pl an
here is working together.

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE:  Yes, | know and
| et me say sonething. You nentioned sonething very
I nportant because the United States of Anerica has
al ways been a very generous to immgrants and this
is a good country. Al immgrants fromall over
the world, we can say that this is hone to al
I mm grants and people fromHaiti; fromny native
country, they were able to receive TPS. They were
goi ng TPS because again of the generosity of this
great country, the United States of Anerica, and I
know firsthand the suffering of the people from
Phi | i ppi nes because not too |ong ago in 2010, ny
country was devastated by a horrific earthquake and
the country’s still recovering. People are stil
suffering fromthat and we still have people in

tents as | speak. The infrastructure, the Anerican




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COWM TTEE ON VETERANS JO NTLY W TH THE COVMM TTEE ON | MM GRATI ON 22
infrastructure school with everything you know,

ri ght now you know, these infrastructures are
critical. So it is... it was a big blowto a
country already in trouble, and that’s the reason
ny office, we are working on a resolution to ask
the federal government to grant TPS to people from
the Philippines and so we’'re going to be working
with the Chair of Inmgration, Council Menber
Dromm who is also a strong advocate for all the
imm grants, and |’mglad that you nentioned that
and as a matter of fact, |'’mputting together a
Task Force a group to see if all police and the
City Council, we can cone together to do a benefit
for the Philippines, the sane way they did it for
Haiti. | had a neeting yesterday and we’ re going
to have a neeting in the Cty Council with sonme of
nmy col |l eagues to nmake sure that everybody cones
together to help the Philippines because we are al
you know, the human famly and we belong to the
same famly. |It’s the Philippines today; we don’'t
know next tinme or tonorrow where it’s going to be
and | thank you, you know, for nentioning that and

we are working on that right now.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COWM TTEE ON VETERANS JO NTLY W TH THE COMM TTEE ON | MV GRATION 23

| R NA MATI YCHENKO:  Thank you, City
Council. | know that this nmatter is in good hands
Thank you. | know that it will be done.

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: Thank you.

[ crosst al K]

| R NA MATI YCHENKO  Thank you so rmruch.

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE:  Thank you very
much and | et nme add we have been joined by Council
Menber Cabrera and al so Council Menber Ydanis
Rodri guez, and Council Menber Drommf

CHAI RPERSON DROMM  Thank you, M.
Chair. | just wanted to go and ask a coupl e of
detail ed questions that | wasn't fully aware of.
think that M. Miulligan said in his testinony
$500... it cost people $500 every nonth?

BRI AN MULLI GAN:  [off mic] No, no,
every... every...

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: Every 18 nont hs.

CHAI PERSON DROVWM  Every 18 nont hs.

BRI AN MULLIGAN:  [off mic] To renew
t he. ..

CHAI RPERSON DROMM  Can you use the

mc? Yeah.
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BRI AN MULLI GAN: No, every 18 nonths it
costs approxi mately $500, $480 to renew the
progr am
CHAI RPERSON DROM  Ckay, yeah.
BRI AN MULLI GAN: So that’s every 18
nont hs.
CHAI RPERSON DROMM  Still, it’s..
BRI AN MULLI GAN:  And that’s the
imm gration fees and then whatever fee you pay to
the preparer is an additional fee.

CHAI RPERSON DROMM  Ri ght, so that

does. ..

[ crosst al K]

BRI AN MULLI GAN:  So.

[ crosstal k]

CHAI RPERSON DROW Seem like it’'s a
little high.

[ crosstal k]

BRI AN MJLLI GAN:  Yeah, no, it’s a |ot,
yeah.

CHAI RPERSON DROMM  Absol ut el y.
BRI AN MJULLI GAN:  Yeah
CHAI RPERSON DROMM  And | think in your

testi nony you nentioned about TPS or maybe it
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wasn’t... maybe it was you. They included in
overall immgration reform and is it included in
the Senate bill? |1'mnot aware and | was wonderi ng
if that is...

[ crosst al K]

BRI AN MULLIGAN:  No, | don’t believe it
Is. | don't believe it is included in the Senate
bill. That’s what we're pushing, to try to get it
into the Senate. You know, to get it into the bil
to get sort of an expedited... you know, what we're
tal ki ng about.

CHAI RPERSON DROVW  Mm hm

BRI AN MULLI GAN:  So that they woul dn’t
have to wait ‘til the end of... you know, woul dn’t
have to join all the others that are applying so.
Now that’s the push. That’s what we need to do.

CHAI RPERSON DROM  Ckay, so actually
we need sone grassroots action on that...

BRI AN MULLI GAN: Definitely.

CHAI RPERSON DROVMW  To nmke t hat
happen. .

BRI AN MULLI GAN:  Definitely.
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CHAI RPERSON DROW  And that’s not even
consi dering the fact of that Congress, the House
has not even rul ed. ..

[ crosstal k]

BRI AN MULLI GAN:  Has not even..

[ crosst al K]

CHAI RPERSON DROVMW  On any of this..

[ crosstal k]

BRI AN MULLI GAN:  Right, right.

[ crosstal K]

CHAl RPERSON DROVW At all, exactly.

BRI AN MULLI GAN: | believe the Senate
bill does have an expedited path for DACA eligible,
which is the...

[ crosstal k]

CHAI RPERSON DROVM  Mm hm

BRI AN MJLLI GAN. The young peopl e
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals; the young
peopl e who have cone here as children and now are
eligible for this deferred action status. So |
bel i eve that they have an expedited pat hway under
the Senate bill, but not the TPSers, which we would

like to see happen.
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CHAI RPERSON DROM  So i f TPS
designation is term nated, what inpact would it
have on communities?

BRIAN MILLIGAN. | nean it woul d be
devastating, as ny... you know, this woman...

[ crosst al K]

CHAI RPERSON DROMM I ri na.

BRI AN MULLI GAN: It woul d be
devast ati ng because these fol ks would... you know,
woul d lose their ability to work legally. They
woul d be... they would |l ose their ability to send
noney home; you know, to earn a good wage and send
noney home to these devastated countries and it
woul d. .. you know, probably even worse, they would
then be subject to deportation because they woul d
have no | egal status and as she al so alluded to,
imm gration then has all their information to use
to start renoval proceedi ngs against them So and
you know, these are people who have |lived here 10,
15 years have now you know, begun raising famlies
of United States citizen children and you know, so
you' re tal king about |ong-term big suffering; you

know, separation of famly. [It’s forcing American
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citizen children to go to these countries that are
very you know, dangerous and poor so.

CHAl RPERSON DROW Wl |, | renenber
like right after the earthquake in Haiti and |
think | said hurricane before, but | neant...

BRI AN MULLI GAN: [interposing] Yeah.

CHAI RPERSON DROMM  Eart hquake, yeah,
that when I was in Israel with Council Menber
Eugene. .

BRI AN MULLI GAN:  [interposing] Mmnhm

CHAI RPERSON DROM W net a person who
had been airlifted out of Haiti over to Israel for
treatment and | know that Dr. Eugene... Dr. Eugene
has been very involved in this issue for a very
| ong period of time and we passed a resolution in
the council to have it initially extended as well,
but one of the things for nme as Chair of the
Immigration Commttee that's sonetines frustrating
is that | don't... | can't really affect federa
law and | can only do things on a local |evel, so
woul d any of the panelists, not just M. Milligan,
have suggestions about how on a | ocal |evel we can
push this forward and what we need to do to create

that activismaround this issue?
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BRI AN MULLI GAN: | think and what we’ve
tried to do to people when they’ ve cone in to renew
every 18 nonths or you know, we give thema |ist of
their congressnmen. You know we give them.. we
tell themwho their congressnman is. W give thema
list of their congressnen, the del egation and we
tell themto call. W give themthe phone nunbers,
we tell themto call and we tell themto ask for
you know, this... what we’'re tal king about, this
expedited you know... | think we need to facilitate
the individual; the inmgrants to push for this on
a grassroots level to start putting pressure on the
peopl e in Washington. You know, they will becone
voters if they' ' re given |egal status, so you know,
that’s... that’s what | think needs to be done.

CHAI RPERSON DROMM  And | just want to
poi nt out that the difference between asyl um and
Tenporary Protected Status is that with TPS it’s
for an ongoing arned conflict, environmental
di saster or other extraordinary or tenporary
conditions that prevent a safe return, and part of
the argunent that we in the Inmgration Commttee
had as well in terns of asking the federa

governnent to extend Tenporary Protected Status a
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whil e ago was to say that having inmgrants who are
here now return to Haiti at the tinme would ve al so
had a negative inpact on Haiti’'s recovery as well,
and so that’s another issue that | kind of wanted
to draw out in this hearing.

BRI AN MULLI GAN:  Onh, yeah, | nean you
know, in a place like Haiti they re getting so nuch
noney fromthe people here who are worki ng and
sending it back, so not only is it... you know, not
only is it not sending Haitians from New York or
wherever back to a place that’s in really bad
shape, but it’s also allowing themto work so that
they can then send noney back to their famly
menbers, so it’s definitely a two pronged thing.

CHAI RPERSON DROM So | am going to
attenpt Irina s |ast nane, Matiychenko?

| RI NA MATI YCHENKO  Yes, that’'s it.

CHAI RPERSON DROMM  And say | heard
your suggestion about Philippine Tenporary
Protected Status as well. | do have a grow ng
Filipino comunity in the Jackson Hei ghts Wodsi de
El mhurst area as well, and that is an issue of
maj or concern, especially around the terrible

di saster that has happened there. Can you... do
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you know nmuch of what’s going on in that area? Can
you describe it a little bit further to nme and | et
me... just tell nme what you know what’s going on in
terns of organizing around that?

| R NA MATI YCHENKO  Actual ly, as soon
as it happened we had energency neeting in our
office to address this issue and to deci de what we
can do and as | said, we put out a petition and we
called all Philippine organizations; Philippine Bar
Associ ation, Philippine other organi zations and
they’'re all on our |ease; on our petition. They
request the governnent to grant TPS status to
Filipinos and we al so ask for sonme additiona
humani tarian neasures like to allow to expedite to
al l ow hurmani tarian parole for those who are waiting
for an inmgrant visa to be reunited with their
famlies in the United States. W know t he
Filipinos are waiting nore than nationals of any
ot her countries and they' re waiting for even a
second preference are waiting nuch nore | onger than
ot her nationals and that is why we ask to all ow
humani tari an parol e as exceptional neasure, but to
all ows those who are waiting to be reunited with

their famly to cone here to the United States on
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humani tarian parole. It doesn’t require any

| egi slation, but just it’s humanitarian neasure to
allow this. W also asked to provide extensions of
non-imm grant visa for those Filipinos who are here
on non-imm grant visas to allow automati c extension
for 30 days and then to consider this for an
addi ti onal one year.

CHAI RPERSON DROMM  So in the past,
|’ve heard... and I’'mjust trying to recall. There
are also problens related to today’s topic as well
with regard to Filipino veterans in the United
States. Are you aware of that, anybody?

| RENA MATI YCHENKO:  No, not. ..

[ crosst al K]

CHAI RPERSON DROVW  There was a
particul ar issue of concern around that. But
anyway, |'’mgoing to research it a little bit
further just to find out as well because | think it
is related to today's hearing topic and an issue of
concern, especially around the Filipino
specifically being excluded fromthe prospect of
bei ng able to becone an Anerican citizen or getting

set on the path to citizenship so..
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| R NA MATI YCHENKO:  Thank you for
bringing this up and we will certainly consider
this.

CHAI RPERSON DROVM MM hm

| R NA MATI YCHENKO:  And wi || be worKking
on this as well.

CHAI RPERSON DROMM  Ckay.

| R NA MATI YCHENKO  Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON DROMM  And then finally, |
just wanted to also say that for the Mlitary
Fam | ies Speak Qut, for Lionelle, in your testinony
you wote that the deportation jails at the
Immigration Departnment... | really |like the word...
the use of the word jails, because essentially
that’s what they’ ve becone in nmany ways and it’s
unfortunate. Just last nonth we did a hearing of
the Immgration Commttee on the use of solitary
confinenent in those quote unquote “jails” as well,
and it’s an issue of major concern to ne, so | just
wanted to say thank you for bringing that up.
Thank you very nuch. Chair?

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE:  Thank you very
much, Dronm One other thing that I want to

mention also M. Milligan, you nentioned about the
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$500 that should be paid by the TPS every 18
nonths. This is a |ot of noney for certain people,
a lot of noney for them W are tal ki ng about
peopl e who are working and receiving very | ow
sal aries and sonme of themare not working and in ny
of fice then together we found that |acking; other
not-for-profit organi zations hel ping i nm grants.
We have been tal king to many TPS hol ders. Sone of
them couldn’t even pay the fee to renew or to apply
for TPS. They couldn’t and that neans nmany of them
they didn't take the opportunity; the advantage to
recei ve the TPS because they couldn’t afford the
$500. We use what we call what we call a waiver
right?

| R NA MATI YCHENKO:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: For sone of them

| R NA MATI YCHENKO:.  Yes, yes.

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE:  You know, apply
for the waiver

[ crosst al K]

| RI NA MATI YCHENKO  Yeah, we are very,
very successful.

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: And | woul d

i ke. ..
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[ crosstal k]

| RENA MATI YCHENKO: In that waiver.

[ crosst al K]

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: | would like to
ask Mss Irina Matiychenko; | hope that | say it
right; to talk it alittle bit about the waiver of
TPS holders. Well, this is really a big problem
If, you know, we are successful to have the
Honel and Security and the federal governnment to
grant citizenship to the TPS hol ders, that woul d
make a big difference in their life and the life of
their famly nenbers. And also in addition to
that, those who hold TPS, every tine that they have
to renew their TPS many of them |l ose their jobs
because what happens if they don't have the TPS;

t hey cannot go back to work, and we went through
many cases like that. The enployers didn't want to
recei ve them even when the Honel and Security you
know, sent a letter to the enployers to say that
it’s okay. They didn't want to take the chance
because in the New York State | think to give jobs
to sonebody you have to see the physical you know,
proof of the ability of the person to work in the

United States. | think this is... you know, there
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are many issues with TPS hol ders hel pi ng them get
citizenship with all the many, nmany chal | enges that
they are facing. So, wll you please, Mss Irina,
tal k about the waiver and also all the issues that
you know from your experience that the TPS hol ders,
they are facing?

| R NA MATI YCHENCKO: Wi ver, we are
tal ki ng about applications fee; immgration
applications fee and the | aw provides for this kind
of application provide opportunity to request a
wai ver of applications fee, but this person has to
neet very strong requirenents. The person has to
be eligible and his incone should be really under a
certain level and the person has to receive public
benefits |i ke Food Stanps, public assistance, et
cetera. Oherwise it’s not easy to obtain this
wai ver. W have been successful in getting waiver
granted for those who are eligible for this waiver,
but Cty Council Eugene just brought up a very
i mportant issue; that in sone cases in order to
obtain TPS and when you're... and then to renew you
have to apply not only for a TPS, but during your
enpl oynment aut horization and sonetinmes it’s a gap

bet ween application for enploynent authorization
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and the tinme when the person actually received it.
And you are absolutely right. Even though the
person with enpl oynent authorization; it has three
nont hs before expiration; technically has | ega
right to be enpl oyed, very often enployers want to
be on the safe side and just |let them go and that
Is why a person finds hinmself w thout any fault on
his own w thout any enploynent. | know that you
know | ife with your constituents very well and
actually I have to say | knew this point and thank
you for bringing this up. This is additiona
argument in support of this resolution.

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE:  Anot her thing...
|’ msorry, please..

[ crosstal k]

BRI AN MULLI GAN: | woul d just add that
you know, while the fee waiver does work for a
certain anmobunt of people, it's basically... it
hel ps the people that are receiving public benefits
that can prove that they are poor, but nmany, nany
peopl e are poor and can’t prove it because they're
not receiving public benefits, so for the average
person that’s not working and kind of just getting

by doi ng odd jobs or whatever and is not receiving
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publ i c assistance, he generally... he or she
generally can’'t qualify for the fee wai ver because
they don’t have proof that they' re receiving
governnent assistance. So you know, it’'s a rea
cat ch-22 where many poor people are not able to get
the fee waiver and end up having to borrow a | ot of
noney fromfamly nenbers or you know, mss out and
fall out of the programso, the fee waiver doesn’t
cover everyone | guess is the point, you know.

| R NA MATI YCHENKO I n addition that...

[ crosstal k]

BRI AN MULLI GAN: Al t hough it shoul d.

| R NA MATI YCHENKO:  Mm hm

BRI AN MULLI GAN: Excuse ne.

| RENA MATI YCHENKO  If... I'’msorry.

BRI AN MULLI GAN:  No.

| RINA MATI YCHENKO If | amallowed to
add that if today as this continues to speak
realistically not very many people unless they are
deported woul d go back to their country.

BRI AN MULLI GAN:  Absol utely.

| R NA MATI YCHENKO: It means that they
| ost their status, they lost their job and they

will join 12 mllion undocunented people and w ||
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be in hiding, and it neans that our country wl|
| ose all incones as they pay their inconme taxes.

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: Mmhm a very good
point, a very point. Another thing that | wanted
to mention also, the benefit. I would like you
know, to reaffirmeither one of you tal king about
the benefit that the TPS hol ders are not qualified
for because we are tal king about people who are
wor ki ng.

| RI NA MATI YCHENKO:  Wor ki ng.

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: They are wor ki ng.

| R NA MATI YCHENKO:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: They are part of
the fabric of this country, they are paying taxes,
but they still on the benefit, they don't benefit
so that neans by helping themtheir citizenship
that will humanitarianly help them that will be a
good humanitarian gesture to them because we are
tal ki ng about people who are working in the system
who are contributing to this system payi ng taxes,
raising their famlies and | think that you know,
by hel ping themget their citizenship, that wll
make a big difference in their life and also in the

life of their famly nenbers. Could you pl ease
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tal k about the benefits attached to the TPS and
benefits that TPS hol ders cannot receive if you
want to?

| RIENA MATI YCHENKO: |'msorry, let ne
clarify...

[ crosst al K]

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: The benefit. ..

[ crosstal k]

| REAN MATI YCHENKO:  Soci al benefits?

CHAI RPERSON EUCGENE: The benefits, yes.

Is there any benefit because the reason I’ m asking

this question...

| RI NA MATI YCHENKO [ nt er posi ng] Yes.

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: Not everybody
knows exactly what TPS is about.

| R NA MATI YCHENKO.  Yeah.

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: A | ot of people

who are wat ching. .

| RENA MATI YCHENKO:  Mm hm

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: They don’t know

about TPS, so what is it exactly?

| R NA MATI YCHENKO:  Okay, okay, | will
be happy to clarify...

[ crosstal K]
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CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: Mm hm

| R NA MATI YCHENKO: This, and | have to
say that our state is very generous in this sense,
and you know that in 1997 our state passed a | aw
that restricted access to public benefits to people
wi thout certain inmgration status and allow only
peopl e with humanitarian status, refugees and
ensiles were people LPR this five years to get
access to social benefits. At that tinme, our
of fi ce brought a cross section on behal f of
i mm grants and we worked this cross section and
eventual |y state passed | egislation and now under
New York State | aw, people with TPS status consider
it to be PRUCOL, Permanently Residing Under Col or
of Law, and as such, they're eligible to receive
Medi cai d, state-funded Medicaid and they' re
eligible to receive public assistance. Al
children, regardless of their status, are eligible
to receive Food Stanps and people who are living
here in LPR status for five years are eligible to
recei ve federal Food Stanps, so but, as of now and
you are absolutely right, that very many people
they don’t know in TPS status are those who are not

likely to have enploynent and in this tine, | have
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to say that it’s not very easy to get enploynent.
So without their fault they find thenselves in
situations where they need help fromstate, but
they don’t know that their status, TPS status,
gi ves them benefit of being Permanently Resi ding
Under Color of Law, it’s a termof ours, PRUCOL,
and as such, they apply for public assistance and
for Medicaid.

BRI AN MULLIGAN:  |... |...

CHAlI RPERSON EUGENE: [interposing] And
t hank you very nuch, thank you

BRI AN MULLIGAN: | don’t know as nuch
about the benefit side as ny coll eague, but you
know, | know that they... the main thing is they
can’t vote obviously. | don't believe TPS
recipients are eligible for financial aid; federa
financial aid.

CHAI RPERSON EUCGENE:  No.

BRI AN MULLIGAN: | don’t believe.

| R NA MATI YCHENKO:  No.

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: | don’t think so.

BRI AN MJLLIGAN: | also don't believe
they’re eligible for Iike SSI or federal SSI or

disability or..
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[ crosstal k]

| R NA MATI YCHENKO Mmhm  Yeah, this
Is federal benefits.

BRI AN MULLI GAN:  Federal, right, right.

[ crosst al K]

| RI NA MATI YCHENKO:  They are not
eligible for...

[ crosstal k]

BRI AN MULLI GAN: Ri ght.

| R ANA MATI YCHENKO:  Any federal
benefits.

BRI AN MULLI GAN: Okay, okay.

| R NA MATI YCHENKO. Only state
benefits. Under the federal law, it’'s the Personal
Responsibility and Work Qpportunity Reconciliation
Act of 1996. People w thout humanitarian status
who are not citizens are not eligible for any
federal benefits.

BRI AN MULLI GAN:  okay.

| RI NA MATI YCHENKO: But we are talking
about state benefits.

BRI AN MULLI GAN:  State benefits.

| R AN MATI YCHENKO:  Yes.

BRI AN MULLI GAN:  Ckay.
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CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: | want to mention
that we have been joined al so by Council Menber
G eenfield, but he had to | eave because he had to
go to other hearings. Mss Lionelle, you have been
tal ki ng about sol di ers who have been deported and
this is a big concern for all of us because it
doesn’t make sense that people who nade the
ultimate sacrifice for this country; who put their
life in danger for this country, we cannot give
themthe respect and the justice that they deserve.
It is not acceptable and | think agree wth you.
We, as a nation, we have to do everything that we
can do to pay sone respect and al so to show
gratitude for those who went you know, to expose
their life while we are sl eeping or taking care of
our businesses, so let ne ask you in addition to
the resolution and the effort that we are doing as
Cty Council nenbers, any other thing you believe
that we can do to put pressure or to help on
st oppi ng deportation and also to hel p you know,
those nen and wonen who serve our country to
receive citizenship?

LI ONELLE HAMANAKA: | heard from

soneone who worked in the | egal systemw th people
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who are arrested that once they're in the system
they’'re often just sort of assunmed to be guilty.

In other words, as immgrants maybe English isn't
their first |anguage; maybe they don’'t have...
maybe they don’t feel they have the sane rights as
an Anerican citizen. | mean we’ ve seen in the news
| ately that people who are innocent of crines have
been suddenly rel eased after 25 or 10 or whatever,
and they weren’t guilty in the first place, but
... [background voices] | would just say that
there has to be sonme kind of watchdog..

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: [i nt er posi ng] Mn

hm

LI ONELLE HAMANAKA:  For anybody
who's... that the inmgration jails and the regul ar
jails, like they have started to set up the

veterans courts in New York, there has to be sone
ki nd of tag because people don’'t necessarily
identify thenselves as veterans. Then anybody who
is a veteran that that should be one of the
questions that they re asked when they get to the
immgration, and then if there is... if they are
such, they should be guaranteed | ega

representation and that their famlies should be
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contacted and kept in contact. There has to be a
follow through and | don’t believe it’s enforced
now. So there’s no... that’s why a | ot of people
fall through the cracks ‘cause they re just
deport ed.

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: Ckay, Counci |l
Menmber Dronm pl ease?

CHAI RPERSON DROW  Yes and so. .

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: Thank you very
much.

LI ONELLE HAMANAKA:  Mm hm

CHAI RPERSON DROMM M ss Mati ychenko,
think it was you who referred to the 1996 law. |Is
that... was that the Wl fare Reform Act?

| R NA MATI YCHENKO:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON DROMM  Yeah, okay, okay, |
just wanted to be sure.

| R NA MATI YCHENKO:.  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON DROW  So all of that cane
under that.

| R NA MATI YCHENKO.  Yes.

CHAl RPERSON DROMM  Ckay.

| R NA MATI YCHENKO.  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON DROVMM  Terri bl e | aw.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COWM TTEE ON VETERANS JO NTLY W TH THE COWM TTEE ON | MM GRATION 47

this.

with regard

was our class action and we chall enged retroactive

appl i cation

| R NA MATI YCHENKG:
CHAI RPERSON DROMM

| RI NA MATI YCHENKO:

CHAlI RPERSON DROMM
| R NA MATI YCHENKO:
to retroactive..
[ crosstal k]

CHAlI RPERSON DROMM
[ crosstal K]

| RI NA MATI YCHENKO:

of Per sonal

Responsibility Act;

Yes.
And. . .

But we chal |l enged

Yeah.

And we changed it

Ri ght .

Application. It

Act and al so the challenges on state |evel.

CHAI RPERSON DROVWM

| RI NA MATI YCHENKO:

CHAI RPERSON DROMM

great that you’ ve..

I mpacting. ..

[ crosst al K]
| R NA MATI YCHENKO:

CHAI RPERSON DROMM

[ crosst al K]

| RI NA MATI YCHENKO:

M1 hm
Successful ly.

Well, so that’'s

Yes.

Done t hat

Yes.

Wel f are
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[ crosstal k]

CHAI RPERSON DROMM  You know. | just
wanted to go back a little bit to the mlitary
question as well and | don’t know, nost of you
testified on the TPS stuff. 1 don’'t know if
anybody has the answers to these questions, but I
just wanted to see if anybody knows. So does the
US Mlitary do anything to protect immgrants who
are inthe mlitary? 1Is there any type of...
before they finish their service in the mlitary
that they get any | egal assistance, any help
regarding their immgration status et cetera? |I'm
not aware.

| R NA MATI YCHENKO.  No, no, in the
mlitary they have easy process through
naturalization.

CHAI RPERSON DROVWM  Mm hm

| RI NA MATI YCHENKO: Certainly and
they’'re allowed to naturalize and even you know,
and now it’s... there is issue for consideration
that all ow undocunented to be enlisted and then to
recei ve benefits of Legal Pernanent Residency and
undocunent ed i ncl ude DACA because as of now peopl e

who were granted DACA status; it’s Deferred Action
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Status for undocunented use; they are not all owed
to gointothe mlitary and this is an issue as
wel . Young people who were living here nost of
their life and in nost cases they don’t know ot her
countries than United States, but they are not
allowed at this tine because of their status to go
into mlitary.

CHAI RPERSON DROW  So. .

| R NA MATI YCHENKO [ nt erposing] And
it’s so..

[ crosstal k]

CHAI RPERSON DROW Al l ..

[ crosst al K]

| RI NA MATI YCHENKO  Unfair.

[ crosstal k]

CHAI RPERSON DROMM  Undocunent ed peopl e
are not allowed to go into the mlitary.

| R NA MATI YCHENKO:.  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON DROMM  Correct ?

| R NA MATI YCHENKO.  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON DROW  But when those
peopl e who are legally here; legally present enter
into the mlitary service, when they | eave they are

then put on a path of citizenship?
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organi zations in the city that

| RI NA MATI YCHENKO:

CHAI RPERSON DROMM

| RI NA MATI YCHENKO:

CHAI RPERSON DROVM

specifically?

| RI NA MATI YCHENKO:

CHAI RPERSON DROVWM

assume that part...

we have such cases,

[ crosstal K]

| RI NA MATI YCHENKO:

CHAI RPERSON DROVM

but not on a regul ar

Yes.
kay.
Yes.
And are there any
hel p with that
| cannot tell you.

Uh- huh. | woul d

Fromtinme to tine
basi s.

| just assune part

of the reason that they would enter the mlitary is

because they want to get set on that path to

citizenship.

t he ROTC.

| RI NA MATI YCHENKO:

CHAI RPERSON DROVM

| R NA MATI YCHENKO:
CHAlI RPERSON DROMM
[ crosstal k]

| R NA MATI YCHENKO:

[ srosstal K]

Oh.

It'’s kind of Iike

Yes.

Yes, yes.
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CHAI RPERSON DROVW  Recrui tment vehicle
and. .

[ crosst al K]

| R NA MATI YCHENKO: Kind of like that,
yes, but...

CHAI RPERSON DROWM  Yeabh.

| RI NA MATI YCHENKO: I n nost cases they
just want to serve the country..

CHAI RPERSON DROMM [ i nterposing] Uh-
huh.

| RENA MATI YCHENKO  That they | ove.

CHAI RPERSON DROM  Ckay, is there a
case where a veteran would be deported or seen in
deportation court?

| RENA MATI YCHENKO:. W don’t... even
t hough we represent very many people in the renoval
proceedi ngs, we have not had such cases, but if
your constituents; if you find that there is need
for legal representation, then we will be happy to
take those cases for | egal representati on and
pl ease feel free to refer themto NYLAG

LI ONELLE HAMANAKA: Yeah, | just... you
know, having worked in an immgration law firm and

know ng that people have certain rights and so
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forth, it’s a certain anmount of initiative has to
come fromthe individual and if there’ s any
challenge to it, | nean the people who... | don’t
do legal work with incarcerated veterans, but
peopl e who have done so told ne that when they're
chal | enged; when they have any kind of problem
they may not be able to access resources and their

word is not taken and so they fall through the

cracks and their legal rights are not... the due
process is not observed. |In other words, in this
country, you' re supposed to be guilty... you're

supposed to be innocent until proven guilty, but a
|l ot of tines with people who don’t have... | nean
why did so many Vi et nam veterans get incarcerated
for so long? | mean ‘cause they didn’t have any
hel p obvi ously, so there has to be sone kind of
structures, so if there’s no one there to sort of
bridge that gap, you wont... in many cases it won't
happen and they m ght not know about your you
know... in New York there’ s thousands of non-
profits, but they very often work independently and
they don’t cross refer sonetines.

CHAI RPERSON DROM | " m not sure..

[ crosstal K]
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| R NA MATI YCHENKO:  Wel |, actually...

[ crosst al K]

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: One ot her thing
that’s... I'"msorry, one other thing that | wanted
to mention al so we have many | egal and not-for-
profit organizations trying to do the best that
they can do, but I think that there is a question
of resources. You know, resources; the |ack of
resources doesn’t allow them because | had the
conversation with many of them because when we
refer constituents to them nost of the tine they
don’t acconpany themto the court; they don't
represent them because they don’t have the
resources to do that. | don’t knowif it’s
sonet hi ng that your organization or your
organi zation is facing al so.

| R NA MATI YCHENKO:  Yes, absolutely.
You are absolutely right that you know, we are a
not-for-profit organization, so they depend on
fundi ng and... [background voice] and but we
actually it’s... and of course, with nore funding
we wll be able to represent nore people and now
one of our tasks, which we are working in

correlation with other |egal services, with New




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COWM TTEE ON VETERANS JOI NTLY W TH THE COW TTEE ON | MM GRATION 54
York I'mmigration Coalition as a leader in this with
Legal Service of New York and The Bronx Defenders.
These are all not-for-profit organizations. W
are... of course, we |look for nore funding.
Fortunately for our coll eagues, the Bronx
Def enders, they just recently received nore noney
to represent people and do nore proceedings. W
were not as |lucky, but we are happy for them
because it works for all of them because we are
doing the sane. W represent people who nost need
our assistance, but we are also... you brought up a
very interesting point. W are also advocates for
all those who are in renoval proceedi ngs, not only
in detention, to help the right to be represented
by counsel for free.

CHAI RPERSON DROVW  Mm hm

| RENA MATI YCHENKO: And it woul d change
the situation trenendously.

BRI AN MULLI GAN: | just wanted to get

back to Council Menber Dronmmi s question about a

veteran; could a veteran be deported? | nean the
phrase a path to citizenship is a little... it’s a
little confusing. | mean everyone has to becone a

per manent resident first, which a Geen Card
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hol der, and then after five years usually you can
apply for citizenship, so until you' re a citizen
you can be deported and there are... you know, for
crimnal offenses or whatever, so a veteran who
m ght get, according to ny coll eague, an expedited
path to becom ng | egal nmeans gets a Green Card,
t hat person can still be renoved or deported until
they becone a U.S. citizen, which is at a m ni num
five years. So yes, | think it’s very... you know,
it’s very easily... it could happen very easily so.

COUNCI L MEMBER DROW  So at a m ni num
five years and oftentines nany nore years then

BRI AN MULLI GAN:  Well, it could..
yeah, | nean as far as ny understanding is fromny
clients it’s five years, but people don't always
have the noney or they just don’t do it, but | nean
there are other categories where it may be quicker.
l"mnot. ..

| RENA MATI YCHENKO:  Yeah, yeah,
mlitary it’'s three years.

BRI AN MIJLLI GAN. Onh, okay, for mlitary

[ crosst al K]

CHAI RPERSON DROMM  Three years.
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[ crosstal k]

BRI AN MULLI GAN:  Three, yeah.

CHAI RPERSON DROMM  Three years for the
mlitary.

| R NA MATI YCHENKO:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON DROMM  Ckay, okay, anot her
follow up? So Mss Matiychenko, also what types of
forms of relief for TPS beneficiaries? Wat can
they apply for and why can’t they apply for DACA?
["mstill not clear on that.

| RI NA MATI YCHENKO: Because DACA policy
that was passed in 2012 specifically excluded al
peopl e who were in |awful status, any status.

CHAI RPERSON DROVW  Ch, uh- huh.

| R NA MATI YCHENKO: As of July 2012 and
many TPS hol ders, they had their TPS and they stil
have their TPS status, but there if not for TPS
status, they will be eligible for DACA and you
know, the TPS is tenporary status and it may be
termnated any tine and also it doesn’t give, as
you said, it doesn't give easy path to
naturalization under... | hope that inmgration
ref orm happens under the Senate bill. That is why

it would be very beneficial for TPS to be eligible
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for DACA; to have a choice to decide if they can
apply for DACA, and we post this... our petition on
our website, on our Twitter... howis it called?

CHAI RRPERSON DROVWM  CLEAR account.

| R NA MATI YCHENKO:  Yeah.

CHAI RPERSON DROMWM  Twitter. ..

[ crosstal k]

| R NA MATI YCHENKO: And... thank you.
And we got 16,000 signatures in support of this
I dea.

CHAI RPERSON DROMM  Huh.

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: And |l et ne ask you
to give us sone detail to explain that to the two
of you and to people who will be I ooking at this
hearing. Wat exactly is DACA? W know what is
DACA, but not everybody knows what is DACA exactly
and it is a program designed for students...

[ crosstal k]

| R NA MATI YCHENKO:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: And for...

| RI NA MATI YCHENKO:  Actual ly. ..

[ crosstal k]

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: W I | you pl ease

expl ai n what DACA. ..
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[ crosstal k]

| R NA MATI YCHENKO.  Yes.

[ crosst al K]

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: 1s, pl ease?

| RI NA MATI YCHENKO  Absol utel y, because
it’s ny child | can say. W raised this issue over
deferred action for undocunented youth in 2010. At
this tinme, and you nmay renmenber this, we sent
petition to you all and we sent petition to Julie
Brand [ phonetic] and we asked Congress or we asked
actually the President to pass policy to allow
undocunent ed youth to get deferred action. It
nmeans that there is no legal status. [It’s sem-
status, but to live here with enpl oynent
aut hori zation, the Social Security, to go to
coll ege or to get schol arships, and we were heard
in 2012. It was policy. It’s called DACA,
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals, which
al | ows peopl e who cane here before they turned 15,
and who have been living here for a certain period
of tinme who have not had imm gration status as of
July of 2012 and who are enrolled in school to
apply for deferred action and it’s a great policy.

O course, it’s not a permanent solution, but it
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gi ve people right to live their life, today, and
not to wait for... especially for young people to
wait another five, six, seven years waiting for
immgration reform W are so happy we have such
wonder ful kids who we help and we actually hired a
few of them as soon as they got their DACA status
and their enploynent authorization. So it’'s a
great policy and it’s a great... it’'s easy path for
naturalization when... as inmgration reform
happens or Dream Act.

BRI AN MIJLLI GAN:  Yeah, | nmean it’s
basically just targeting people who... young people

who were brought here by their parents and you

know. . .

[ crosstal k]

| R NA MATI YCHENKO.  Yes.

BRI AN MJLLI GAN: The idea is through...
they canme here illegally, but really as young

children through no fault of their own, so they
shoul dn’t be bl amed and they shouldn’t have to live
in that kind of undocunented status. They’ ve spent
nost of their young |ife here, so they should be
eligible for... it’s you know, it’s just basically

a wrk permt and the right to work and go to




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COWM TTEE ON VETERANS JO NTLY W TH THE COWMM TTEE ON | MM GRATION 60
school and hopefully with passage of conprehensive
immgration reform a path to a nore pernmnent
status, so that’s the idea.

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE:  Thank you very
much for the clarification and the detail. | think
this is a wonderful, wonderful opportunity, a
wonder ful opportunity to the children because we
all know that the youth and the children they are
the future of this nation, the future of this
soci ety and when we give to those young peopl e the
opportunity to go to school, we are protecting the
future of the United States because they' re in
already. They’'re in this country. | don’'t think
they’ re going anywhere, so that nmeans we got to
give themthe resources that they need to becone
positive and proactive citizens. They are the
future doctors or teachers, elected officials. |
think we are doing us a favor, not to them by
allowing themto get a strong and good educati on.
| think this is a wonderful thing and you know, and
we shoul d continue to do good things for children;
for immgrants; for human bei ngs because Anerica
really is home to everybody and it is the Land of

Qpportunity and we got to make sure we protect the
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phi | osophy; the ideal of the United States of
Anerica. And to all of you who are hel ping the

I mm grant people who are doing the best that you

can do every single day, | thank you fromthe
bottom of ny heart because believe ne, |’ve seen it
every single... you know | see it every single day;

people going to ny office. They don't where to go.
They don’t have the noney; they don’t have the
know edge, but with the help of all of NYLAG and
all the not-for-profit organi zations serving the

I mmgrants, we were able to tie themand to answer
their questions and give themthe assistance that
t hey need, not only for thenselves, but for their
children, for their famly. W have nmade a big
different in their lives, and | renenber it was
after we were to the... we voted the resolution to
ask the federal governnent to extend the TPS for
another termand | was having a press conference
and a |l ady; probably she was in the | ate seventies
or 80; she came to ne and she said, “Counci

Menber, | just want to tell you sonmething.” She
said that she had been living in the United States
for many years, many years. She never got the

opportunity to have a G een Card, never. Every
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time she is sick she couldn’'t go to see the doctor
and she told nme tonorrow, that you know at that
time; tonorrow she would be going to the Townsend
Medi cal Center to have the heart surgery because of
the TPS. This is sonething renmarkabl e that was
touching. The United States is a great country.
We have to keep opportunities, so we got to keep on
working to get it to keep the United States this
wonderful country that it is for all. And let ne
ask you one thing, M. Milligan. So |I know what
NYLAG i s doi ng because NYLAG is a partner, and | am
sure that your organization is doing a wonderful
job also. Could you please tell us a little better
in detail what are the services that Centra
Anerican Legal Assistance is providing to the
i mm grants?

BRI AN MJULLI GAN: Sure, we represent
Central Americans, people mainly from El Sal vador,
GQuat emal a, Honduras, Haiti, as well and ot her
countries, but mainly those groups in nainly
political asylum cases, but other related cases in
renoval proceedings, which is deportation or you
know, applying to the immgration service. W

basically will see anyone Monday through Fri day,
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anyone who can speak either Spanish or English.
W’'re all fluent in Spanish and English. Anyone
can conme in about an inmm gration problem and speak
to a lawer or nyself, which is an accredited
representative. So that’'s the big service that we
provide. W'’ Il basically see anyone any day Mbnday
t hrough Friday w thout an appointnment on a wal k-in
basis to discuss their inmmgration case if they can
speak Spani sh or English, our |anguage. W won’t
necessarily take every case, but we’'ll give them an
orientation as to what they can or cannot do and
what, if any, benefit they may be eligible for, and
many, many cases we take and represent people

t hrough the renoval proceedi ngs process for little
or no noney basically.

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE:  Mm hm

BRI AN MULLI GAN:  So.

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: | know t he nane of
your organi zation is Central Anerican Lega
Assi st ance.

BRI AN MULLI GAN:  Yeah

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: And you did
mention that you serve all the people fromthe

Central Anerica |ike people Haiti and everywhere,
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but how do you handle... you know, try to help us
under stand how do you handl e situation when you
have sonebody who doesn’t speak Spanish or doesn’t
speak English, sonebody who speaks Korean or
don’t know Paki stan; you know or Yiddish or any
ot her | anguage because you say...

[ crosstal k]

BRI AN MULLI GAN:  Wel | ..

[ crosst al K]

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: You are fluent in

Spani sh. ..

[ crosst al K]

BRI AN MULLI GAN:  Yeah, the..

[ crosstal k

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: And Engli sh. .

BRI AN MULLI GAN:  The Haitians that we
represent in TPS either... you know, they either...

sonme of them actually speak Spani sh because they’ ve
lived in Mexico for a few years or they bring and
Engl i sh or Spanish speaking friend or relative to
do the application. That’'s how we’'re able to do
TPS for Haitians, but you know, as far as
representing people in nore conplex litigation or

ot her cases, we would only be able to represent
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sonmeone in... froma Spanish speaking country or if
t hey spoke English because we don’t have
translators; we don’'t have the ability to hire
translation services and it’'s just too hard to...
it’s too hard to... it’s inpossible to represent
sonmeone if you can’t conmunicate with them and we
don’t have the ability to hire translators and so
it has to be an English speak... or a Spanish
speaker or an English speaker or if it’s for
sonething like TPS, which is a nore... you know, is
a smaller service, we could work with themif they
brought a Spani sh or English speaking translator.
But it’s hard because any follow up needs... that
rel ati ve needs to conme too you know, so.

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: Mm hm

BRI AN MULLI GAN:  Yeah.

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: Al right, thank you
very much. Just before |I thank you for all your
presentations, let me just nention sonethi ng about
t he deportation of veterans. It did happen and as
a matter of fact, we have in Haiti a letter froma
Haitian veteran who served in the United States.
They have been deported to Haiti and we have been

working in these cases to see what we can do to
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hel p them They are over there wi thout any jobs in
a very critical situation, so | think it happened
and not all veterans have the opportunity to
benefit fromthe pathway to citizenship and | think
there was a big case on the TV, probably Spani sh
veterans. | think he was about to be deported and
that was all over the TV. | don't renmenber what
was his nationality, but yes, it’'s still happening,
right, that veterans have been deported. [|I’'m
sorry?

LI ONELLE HAMANAKA: Yes, | think that
i f peopl e have been wrongfully deported, they
should... they're fighting in certain cases to have
their status... their case renewed or reviewed and
for themto cone back to the United States.
don’t think it’s in law yet, but | think there's
sone advocates who are pursuing that.

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE:  Thank you very
much. Do you have any ot her questions? Thank you
to all of you, each one of you fromthe panel.
Thank you for the services that you are rendering
to immgrants or veterans and also to the great
city of New York. Thank you very nuch and let’s

continue to work together because we have the
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noral obligation to do it and by doing that we are

maki ng New York City a better place for all of us.

Thank you.

LI ONELLE HAMANAKA:  Thank you

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: Thank you very
much.

BRI AN MULLI GAN:  Thank you for all your
wor K.

LI ONELLE HAMANARA: Thank you.

CHAlI RPERSON EUGENE: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON DROM 1'd just like to
acknowl edge that we’ ve been joined by Counci
Menber Vincent Gentile from Brooklyn. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: W are going to
call the next panel and we want to call Audrey Carr
from Legal Services New York City.

[ Pause]

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: Do you have
testimony, witten testinony?

AUDREY CARR: Actually I don’t.

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: Ckay, no problem

AUDREY CARR  Good norning. M nane...

[ crosst al K]

CHAlI RPERSON EUCGENE: Good nor ni ng.
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[ crosstal k]

AUDREY CARR: |Is Audrey Carr. |I’mfrom
Legal Services NYC. As |I'’msure the counci
menbers know, Legal Services is one of the |argest
providers of free |legal services to the poor in New
York City. W help New Yorkers with eviction
prevention; prevent foreclosures; obtain public
benefits. W help crine victins as well as victins
of domestic violence and we assist clients in
di vorce proceedings as well as child custody
proceedi ngs. Last year, we start... I'msorry, in
2011, we started a Veterans Justice Project and the
i npetus for starting this project was that we
recogni zed that nmen and wonen woul d be returning to
New York City to a very poor economny and were
unlikely to be able to find affordabl e housing or
even get work and that proved to be true. W ended
up representing very nmany veterans who were being
evicted fromtheir hones; who were being denied
housi ng; who needed to get on public benefits
because for whatever reason they were not able to
get benefits fromthe VA directly. As we began
doing this work, we actually realized that there

were many veterans who were comng to see us who
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wer e subject to deportation and these veterans
weren't newy returned mlitary nmenbers who were
com ng back fromlraq and Afghani stan, but they
were veterans of the Vietnam War who had served a
very long time ago and for various reasons had
interacted with the Crimnal Justice System and as
a result, they were targeted for renoval fromthis
country. In fact, just last year, | personally
represented a veteran who was placed in deportation
proceedi ngs after he returned to the country froma
trip overseas. He had been living here for a very
long tinme and he was di scharged fromthe Navy; an
honor abl e di scharge fromthe Navy and back in the
early 1970s, he had encountered sone problens with
drugs, mainly drug possession, nothing overly
serious. But because he had an arrest and there
was a conviction, when he returned into the country
t hrough Mam , he was facing deportation

proceedi ngs, so he cane to see ne and | did sone
research on his convictions and determ ned that
actually he wasn’t deportable fromthe country and
| appeared in front of himwth the inmgration
court and | asked the judge for a continuance and

simul taneously filed a naturalization application
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for ny client with US Citizenship and I mm gration
Services and luckily, he was naturalized as a US
citizen. But the problempersists. R ght now,
actual ly when the war started back in you know,
2003 when we went to conbat, what the mlitary did
was to inmediately naturalize Lawful Permanent

Resi dents after basic training, so we actually had
a corps of nen and wonmen who are already citizens,
but where we’'re seeing the problemis with the

ol der veterans, who canme hone froma horrific
conflict in Vietnamand fell into you know, bad
habits; bad behavi or and unfortunately, federal |aw
makes it really tough if soneone has got an
aggravated felony conviction, for exanple, to apply
for naturalization. W also see individuals who
have been in the mlitary and are Lawful Pernanent
Resi dents and because of a crimnal conviction they
need to renew their Lawful Permanent Residence
card, and we have to advise themnot to do so
because that puts themat risk of deportation.

know Counci| Menber Dromm you asked the forner
panel you know, what m ght be done to sort of
address this issue and while | was sitting

listening to the testinony, one thought that cane
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to me was that we should try to figure out sone
process like we did with getting I CE out of Rikers;
that naybe there’s you know, a way if a veteran is
detained at Rikers they ' re identified and not
processed through ICE and also referred to | ega
counsel . Judge Katzmann of the Second Circuit has
just initiated wwth a bunch of other |egal service
providers and | aw school s a new program at the
detain court at Varick Street to provide | ega
representation to detained i nmgrants, sone of whom
I’msure are going to be veterans. But you know,
the goal of our programis when we encounter
veterans is to try to get themnaturalized if we
can and if not, to provide themw th adequate |ega
advice so they don't get into further problens and
put thenselves at risk of deportation.

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: Any questions?

CHAI RPEESON DROMM  Yes, thank you,
Audrey and thank you, M. Chair. Do these veterans
that you’ re speaking of ever wind up in veterans
courts and how do the veterans courts treat thenf

AUDREY CARR: Actually, the veterans
courts are a wonderful addition to the court system

in New York City and npbst veterans that go through
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t hem you know, successfully conplete the program
and either get the charges dism ssed or they get a
condi ti onal discharge, which is the best of all the
worlds if they need to apply for naturalization, so
you know, | would actually... I think we don’t have
veterans court in Manhattan, right? It would be
great to add one ‘cause | know they’'re in Brooklyn
and Queens and definitely in other boroughs.

CHAI RPERSON DROW  And do we have one
in the Bronx?

AUDREY CARR | don’t think there’s..
is there one in the Bronx? | think there’ s one in
t he process.

[ crosst al K]

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: And in...

[ crosst al K]

AUDREY CARR R ght?

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE:  And in Brooklyn
and Queens, yes.

AUDREY CARR: Brooklyn and Queens, but
| think there’s talk to have one in the Bronx.
Yeah.

CHAI RPERSON DROM Wl |, they need to

hurry up on that.
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AUDREY CARR:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON DROW  Exactly. No, [|’ve
al so heard good things about the veterans courts
and so. .

[ crosst al K]

AUDREY CARR: It’s doing very good
wor K.

CHAI RPERSON DROMM  Yeah, yeah, is
everybody flagged for that though? | nean who...
nmean do you have... how do they find out veterans
status? Do you have to say it? Do you have to

acknow edge it or...

AUDREY CARR: | believe they're if they
ever. ..

[ crosstal k]

CHAI RPERSON DROVM  Mm hm

[ crosstal K]

AUDREY CARR: Served in the mlitary,
yeah.

CHAI RPERSON DROVW  Ckay.

AUDREY CARR: That’'s how. ..

[ crosstal k]

CHAI RPERSON DROVW At the tinme of
arrest?
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AUDREY CARR At the... not, no, at the
time of arraignnent | believe.

CHAI RPERSON DROMM  Ch, of arrai gnnment,
okay.

AUDREY CARR:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON DROM  Ckay, thank you,
Audr ey.

AUDREY CARR  You're wel cone.

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: Thank you very
much, Council| Menber Dronm and thank you, Audrey,
and | et nme ask you one thing. The services that
your organization is providing are critical, are
very inportant and what is your nethod of outreach?
How did you reach out to veterans to |let them know
that the services are avail able and they can cone
to you? What is your nethod of outreach?

AUDREY CARR: Actually, what we did was
we actively pursued coll aborations with the VA and
di fferent veterans centers in all boroughs of the
city. In fact, sone of our attorneys actually sit
at the VA in the Bronx and al so in Brooklyn tw ce a
nonth providing | egal advice to veterans that cone
into the VA for treatnment. W recognized that we

had to go where the veterans were; otherw se we
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were not going to find themand go to pl aces that
they trust so that we could ensure that they knew
about our services and that we were in their
facilities because the agency that they go to
realized that we were a credi bl e organi zation

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE:  You know, we are
tal king al so about the deportation of veterans.
This is part of the immgration effort that we are
doing to prevent deportation and al so to nmake sure
that those veterans; those who have put their life
I n danger for us could receive the sane benefits
that we are enjoying here and because it is witten
we owe them a great deal of gratitude, but talking
about deportations, what do you believe that we can
do to be proactive; to prevent or to protect the
veterans after serving our country to protect them
of being deported?

AUDREY CARR: You know, that’'s a very
difficult question because it inpacts several |aws.

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE:  Mm hm

AUDREY CARR: And you know, | echo
Counci| Menber Dronmis frustration because really,
our hands are tied to sone extent. | think we

should try to do advocacy within the city to
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hopeful | y you know, change any kind of future

| egi sl ati on that m ght cone out of Washington to
allow for veterans and you know, nmen and wonen who
served this country in the mlitary to not be
deported fromthe country, or at |least to have a
system where if you’ ve had sonmeone that did commit
a crinme back in 1980 and you know, they’ re working;
they’ re supporting their famlies now, that there's
di scretion given to the inmgration judges, which
was taken away with the 1996 law. So there’'s a

bal anci ng act. GCkay, so you did this a very |ong
time ago. Since then, you are an outstandi ng
menber of our community; you know, you’ ve got a
famly and therefore we believe that the positive
factors outwei gh the negative deeds from your past
and therefore you should be allowed to stay and
becone a citizen of the country. And so there
needs to be a | ot of advocacy | think anongst al

of us to bring this issue to the forefront.

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: | like the idea
you know, of trying to give themthe opportunity
because they have committed an of fense so many
years ago, but there is another consideration we

shoul d have in mnd also. Mny of those veterans,
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t hey have speci al behavi or because of their
services; because they are suffering from PTSD and
war injury. | think this is sonething very

i nportant that we should always keep in m nd before
they are deporting any veterans, and |’ msorry,
you're..

AUDREY CARR: No, that’s absolutely
true. | nmean | think when we | ook at what happened
after Vietnam there was no diagnosis of...

[ crosstal K]

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE:  Mm hm

[ crosst al K]

AUDREY CARR: PTSD at that time and you
know, those nen cane back after being really
traumati zed and unfortunately, fell into harnful
behavi or. Today, thankfully, PTSD is you know,
recogni zed as a nedical ailnent and so definitely I
mean peopl e do things because they ve got a nedica
condition and that should certainly be recognized
and taken into account.

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: Thank you very
much i ndeed because | don’t think those people,
they are not crimnals because but that they are

suffering froma pathol ogy that we believe that we
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are responsible to give then the proper treatnent,
and as sone people say we have to give them
justice, not jail, not deportation, and I think
that those organi zations and institutions that are
wor ki ng together to make sure they address PTSD and
war injury issues of the veterans, that they are
doing a great job, and | applaud also all those who
have been part of the establishnment of the veterans
court; immgration court in Brooklyn and in Queens
and also | commend al so those who are making it for
the... to have it in the Bronx al so because this is
very inportant.

AUDREY CARR:  Yes.

CHAI RPEESON EUGENE: Thank you very
much, and let ne turn it over now to Council Menber
Dr onm

CHAI RPERSON DROMM  Just a qui ck
followup. So you had said that you think that
they usually pick up the veteran status at the tine
of arraignnent, so who's doing that, the DA?

AUDREY CARR | believe so or even
if... you know, if they’ ve been given a public

def ender. ..
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CHAI RPERSON DROVW [ nt er posi ng] Uh-
huh.

AUDREY CARR:. That would be a question
t hat’ s asked.

CHAI RPERSON DROMM  That they woul d
ask, okay.

AUDREY CARR:  Yeah.

CHAI RPERSON DROMM  Because |’ m j ust
wondering also how it kicks in with the I CE on
Ri kers stuff as well.

AUDREY CARR:  You know, well, the way I
understand it is if ICE cones into Rikers, they
identify everyone that’s born outside the country,
so you could still be a citizen.

CHAI RPERSON DROVMM MM hm

AUDREY CARR: But if you were born
outside the U S., they would still talk to you.

CHAI RPERSON DROWM  Ri ght .

AUDREY CARR: And make a determ nation
of whether they' re going to take you into custody
or not.

CHAI RPERSON DROW  Ri ght .

AUDREY CARR: So they could be

guestioni ng whet her you know, your citizenship was
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obtai ned legally; whether you truly are a citizen
whet her you really were born here or overseas, SO
that’s ny understanding of how it works at R kers.

CHAI RPERSON DROMM  So they could stil
put a detainer on you even if you' re a veteran?

AUDREY CARR: Even... right.

CHAI RPERSON DROMM  And you’ re out of
status or whatever.

AUDREY CARR: Exactly and then you
woul d have to fight it out you know. ..

[ crosstal k]

CHAI RPERSON DROMW  Right, in
deportation...

[ crosst al K]

AUDREY CARR: In immgration court,
yes.

CHAI RPERSON DROVMWM  Ckay, thank you.
Thank you very nuch.

AUDREY CARR: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: Are we fini shed?

CHAI RPERSON DROMM  Yeabh.

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE:  Thank you very

much al so Audrey Carr, thank you and thank you for
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the wonderful job that you are doing on behal f of
all inmgrant people.

AUDREY CARR:  Yeah.

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: And keep on doi ng
a good | ob.

AUDREY CARR: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON EUGENE: | comrend you for
t hat .

AUDREY CARR: Thank you very rmuch

CHAlI RPERSON EUGENE: Thank you very
much. Thank you, and there’'s no further questions
and no other testinony. The neeting is adjourned.

[ gavel ]
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