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TITLE:





A Local Law to amend the administrative






code of the city of New York, in relation to
requiring the New York City Police Department to report information concerning vehicle collisions in which a driver left the scene of the collision.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends section 14-153 by amending subdivision b and adding a new subdivision c.
On December 4, 2013, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member James Vacca, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 1055, a Local Law to amend the Administrative Code of the City of New York, in relation requiring the New York City Police Department to report information concerning vehicle collisions in which the driver left the scene of the accident. This will be the first hearing on this bill. The committee expects to hear testimony from the New York City Police Department and other traffic safety advocates. 
BACKGROUND

In recent years, New York City has witnessed a steady decline in vehicular collisions. However, in the past two years there has been an increase in traffic collisions. According to City data, in 2012 and 2013, there have been 176 and 168 traffic fatalities involving pedestrians and cyclists, an increase from 158 fatalities in 2011.


In 2011, the Council enacted Local Law 12 (LL 12) which required the New York Police Department (“NYPD”) to post information on its website relating to traffic accidents. The passage of LL 12 was intended to increase transparency about vehicular accidents, and help government agency, safety advocates and communities identify areas of the city that are dangerous for pedestrians. As a result of LL 12, NYPD currently posts monthly city-wide and borough specific information of accidents and collision related fatalities. 


Despite efforts to reduce traffic fatalities, “hit and run” accidents continue to kill and injure New Yorkers. According to statistics provided by NYPD, the CIS investigated 58 “hit and run” cases in 2012, of which 15 resulted in an arrest.
 Numerous media reports and stories have documented instances of “hit and run” accidents across the city. In August 2013, a 5 year-old boy, Kyrillos Gendy, was killed in a hit and run accident in Staten Island. Kyrillos’s mother and sister were also injured in the accident. 
  In October 2013, a teenager in Woodside, Queens was killed in a “hit and run” accident.
 And in September 2013, a 59 year old grand-mother, was killed in a “hit and run” accident in the Bronx.
  


The bill being considered today would require that twice a year, the NYPD report to the Council on hit and run accidents in the City. The information reported would include details of the accident, and a brief summary of what steps have been taken by NYPD to investigate the accident.

ANALYSIS
	Section one of Int. No. 1055 amends section 14-153 of title 14 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York by adding a new subdivision c and by amending subdivision b. The amended subdivision b would specify that the data required to be published has to be pursuant at subdivision a of such section 14-153. The new subdivision c of section 14-153 would state that on a biannual basis the Department shall report to the Council on the number of traffic related incidents involving at least one vehicle that resulted in serious death or injury and where the driver of the vehicle left the scene of the accident. The report to the Council would also provide a brief description of what step were taken to investigate each incident, and provide information of where the accident occurred. For the purposes of this subdivision “seriously injured” would mean those injuries categorized as “A” injuries by the New York State Department of Motor Vehicles.
Section two states that Int. No. 1055 would take effect 120 days after it enactment into law.
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A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the New York City Police Department to report information concerning vehicle collisions in which a driver left the scene of the collision.
 

 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 

      Section 1.  Section 14-153 of title 14 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new subdivision c and by amending subdivision b to read as follows:
b. The data required pursuant to subdivision a of this section shall be published on the department's website for the whole city and disaggregated by borough and police precinct, and shall be searchable by intersection, except for the data required under paragraph one of subdivision a, which shall be disaggregated by borough and police precinct only.  Such data shall be updated at least once every month.
c. On a biannual basis, the department shall report to the council on the number of traffic-related incidents involving at least one vehicle that result in serious injury or death and where the driver of a vehicle involved in such incident left the scene of such incident without reporting, disaggregated by precinct.  Additionally, the department shall provide a brief description of what steps were taken to investigate each such incident, noting the cross streets of the incident.  For purposes of this subdivision, "seriously injured" shall mean those injuries categorized as "A" injuries by the New York state department of motor vehicles.
      § 2. This local law shall take effect 120 days after its enactment into law.
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