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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES

CHAI RPERSON VPRI N: [ speaki ng Spani sh]

MALE VO CE: Quiet please.

[ gavel ]

CHAI RPERSON VPRI N: [ speaki ng Spani sh]
[ background coments, |aughter] Al right. Alright.
You ready? [background coments] Everyone ready?
Good norning everyone. M nane is Mark Weprin; | am
the Chair of the Zoning and Franchi ses Subconmm tt ee;
I'"d like to wel cone you all here today. W are
joined by the follow ng nenbers of the Subcommittee
for quorum purposes, Council Menber Joel Rivera,
Counci | Menber Di ana Reyna, Council Menber Leroy
Conrie, Council Menber Robert Jackson, Council Menber
Dan Garodni ck, Council Menber Jessica Lappin, and
Counci | Vincent Ignizio..[background comments] Ckay.
And then we're also joined by nenbers of the Land Use
Commttee, who are here visiting us and wll be
tal ked about later, but let's not waste tine.

We are here today...we have two itens on
t he agenda at the nonent, one, which is a hearing we
had yesterday on Rangol d [ phonetic] which is 951, 952
and 953 -- that will be laid over for a future
neeting -- the hearing we had yesterday. And the

other itemthat is on today's agenda is Land Use No.
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 4

945 and 946 known as the East M dtown Rezoning. Now
that...we will have a Motion to File pursuant to a
Letter of Wthdrawal on that item by the applicant,
the New York City Departnent of City Planning, for
those two itens, so we will not be hearing those
itenms today. We'd like to call on Council Menber
Dan Gar odni ck, who represents the majority of this
rezoning, to give a statenent on this matter. So
Counci | Menmber Garodni ck.

[ backgr ound comment ]

COUNCI L MEMBER GARODNI CK:  Thank you, M.
Chairman. And first of all, et me thank you in
particular for chairing what was a very extensive
heari ng on the subject of East M dtown Manhattan and
a lot of ideas were unearthed during that hearing and
certainly it was inportant for this Council's ability
to get clarity on the subject. | also wanna
recogni ze the work of Mayor Bl oonberg and Deputy
Mayor Steel and City Pl anning Chair, Amanda Burden
and their teans which propelled the idea of rezoning
Grand Central and its area forward. W are very
fortunate that they took the initiative here to begin

that inportant process.
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SUBCOW TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 5

But unfortunately, a good idea alone is
not enough always for us to justify action; we
certainly should be rezoning East Mdtown, but only
when we can do so in a conplete fashion and as many
of you know, we were unable to reach agreenent on a
nunber of issues in the proposed plan; anong those
I ssues, we remain concerned with the price
met hodol ogy and timng of the air rights that were
anticipated to be sold by the City for the District
| nprovenent Bonus; we are concerned with the
certainty and funding |l evel of the infrastructure
i mprovenents, which include both the above- and
bel ow grade needs; the public real mplan, which we
wor ked very hard to secure, is inportant, but it is
al so aspirational and it is unclear at this point
whet her sone of its nobst visionary inprovenents can
yet be actuali zed.

So this is a proposal which deserves nore
attention and nore work; | am pleased that we do not
have to cast a no vote today; in fact, | think that
this should be the beginning of a |arger
conversation, and I think that we can achieve all of
the goals that are set out by the Bl oonberg

Adm ni stration and do so in a way that respects the
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SUBCOW TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 6
interests and the perspectives of all of the
st akehol ders, whether the community, the workers who
wi || popul ate and serve the new expanded buildings in
East M dtown, the landmarks in the area, and also the
devel opers who support the current proposal. | also
wanna note that we have heard fromthe Mayor El ect,
who has said that he will put a plan together and
conplete it for the purpose of a rezoning to initiate
the process in 2014; that neans that is not a
permanent tabling of this issue; this neans this is
right front and center on his agenda and we
appreci ate that, because this plan deserves to be
fully considered and it deserves to nove forward at
the appropriate tinme, so we need to nmake sure that we
get this right. And | thank you, M. Chairmn, also
Chair Comrie and all of my coll eagues who have
participated in this process, as well as the Miulti -
Community Board Task Force which was so instrunental
in helping to educate el ected officials and ot her
st akehol ders, as well as the many folks in the rea
estate world who cone at this issue froma variety of
different perspectives and we | ook forward to

continuing to speak with and work with themto refine
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 7
this proposal further and to nake sure that we get it
right. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N:  Thank you Counci
Menmber Garodnick, it's been a pleasure working with
you on this issue and spendi ng so nany hours at a
hearing with you; | have spent a lot nore tine with
you |l ately than I have with ny wife and | expect it
only gets worse fromhere. [laughter, background
coment s]

COUNCI L MEMBER LAPPIN: Are we having
di scussion on the itenf

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Yes, Council Menber
Lappin wants to comrent on this item..[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER LAPPI N: ' Kay.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRIN: as well. Please, go
ahead.

COUNCI L MEMBER LAPPIN:  Sure. So...thank
you M. Chair, | live in East Mdtown and represent

portions of East Mdtown as well and have been very
actively working with the devel opers and the tri-
board task force over the | ast year plus, and I
wanted to say first and forenost that | have al ways

been a supporter of the goals of the rezoning and it
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SUBCOW TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 8
is inmportant for us to maintain East Maintain as one
of the world' s prem er business addresses.

That said, this has been a process that
has noved very quickly and on sonmewhat of an
artificial timefrane fromthe beginning and | have
been really heartened to see the work of the tri-
board task force because truthfully, in ny 15 years
in governnent |I'mnot sure | have ever seen this kind
of conprehensive civic engagenent across
nei ghbor hoods, across community boards in a very
t houghtful , professional, collaborative and
i nstructive manner, and | hope that that is a nodel,
regardl ess of what applications conme before the
Council in the future that can be replicated, because
I think it was very powerful and very productive.

But | do look forward to there being
another iteration of this, because, you know at | east
one of the devel opers who canme and testified is gonna
be building no matter what; another said that they
will not nove forward and we will see what they
decide ultimately. But there is going to be sone
devel opnent that happens in this area and as nuch as
we can benefit as a city fromthat, | think we

should. And there's sone devel opnent that shoul d
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 9
take place in that area for sure. So I'mglad that
this has been wi thdrawn so we can have the kind of
conti nued deliberative discussion and debate and do
hope for a nuch better final product as a result. So
thank you and | intend to vote in favor of this.

[ backgr ound coment ]

CHAI RPERSON VPRI N Thank you Counci
Menber Lappin. Let ne just add one last thing; that
al though I know I am di sappointed we weren't able to
reach an agreenent at this tinme, we are hopeful that
this plan will go forward in the future, because it
is desperately needed to sort of nodernize our office
bui | di ngs i n East M dt own.

Wth that in mnd, | want to acknow edge
that we have been joined by Council Menber WIIs,
Ruben WIlls from Queens and we will now have a notion
to vote on; | wll nmake a Motion to File pursuant to
a Letter of Wthdrawal by the applicant, again, the
New York City Departnent of City Planning; there'l
be an aye vote, which neans we approve the w thdrawal
and so this is on Land Use Itens 945 and 946, the
East M dtown Rezoning. 1'd like to call on Ann
McCoy, the Counsel, to please call the roll

ANN MCCOY: Chair Weprin.
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 10

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Aye.

ANN MCCOY: Council Menber Rivera.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI VERA: | vote aye.

ANN MCCOY: Council Menber Reyna.

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNA:  Aye.

ANN MCCOY: Chair Conrie.

COUNCI L MEMBER COMRI E: [ background
coment |

CHAI RPERSON WEPRIN: M. Conrie to
explain his vote.

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRI E:  Thank you. |
j ust wanna congratul ate Council Menbers Garodni ck and
Weprin and Lappin for all of their efforts to try to
get to a place where they could nove the project and
["msorry that we weren't able to conplete it; there
is a need, clearly, for doing sonme inprovenents to
East M dtown, but | ook forward to hopefully making
sure that over the next..well, | won't be here, but
hopefully further the discussion to make sure that
there is sonething that will be done to ensure that
the needs of the community infrastructure and all of
the public concerns that were |isted by Counci

Menber Garodnick, which are truly critical to the
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SUBCOVM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 11
success of the project as well, get done in a proper
and thorough fashion. | vote aye.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRIN: M. Conrie votes
aye.

ANN MCCOY: Council Menber Jackson.

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON:  Aye.

ANN MCCOY: Council Menber Garodni ck.

COUNCI L MEMBER GARCDNI CK:  Aye.

ANN MCCOY: Council Menber Lappin.

COUNCI L MEMBER LAPPI N:  Aye.

ANN MCCOY: Council Menber WIIs.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLS: Aye.

ANN MCCOY: Council Menber 1gni zio.

COUNCI L MEMBER I GNI ZI O Aye.

ANN MCCOY: By a vote of 9 in the
affirmative, 0 abstentions and O negatives, the
Motion to File pursuant to a Letter of Wt hdrawal
fromLand Use Itens 944 and...excuse ne...945 and 946
is approved and referred to the full Land Use
Committee. [background comment]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Tha...Alright, with
that in mnd, we will leave the rolls open until the

next subconmmittee starts for Council Menber Vann, who
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 12

is on his

on Zoni ng

Commi ttee

comm ttee

way and with that in mnd, the Subcommttee
and Franchi ses i s now adj our ned.

[ gavel ]

[ backgr ound coment |

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRI E:  Land Use
menbers, we are going to have a ful

nmeeting right after the Landmarks Committee

neets, [background comments] which will be forthwth;

don't go too far away; cone back. Thank you.

[ backgr ound comment s]
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