New York City City Council
250 Broadway
- New York, New York
Committee on Vetérans -
& Committee on Women’s Services:

Testimony from Military Families Speak Out Friday November 15, 2013:

To: New York City Council Committee on Veterans and NYC City Council on Immigration,
Honorable Chairman Mathieu Eugene and Members

Honorable Chairman Daniel Dromm and Members

Re: Support of Resolutions No. 1923 and 1536 - -

Military Families Speak Out is a national organization of families related to soldiers who served since
9/11 who opposed the war in Iraq and currently, the war in Afghanistan and our mottoes are “Bring The Troops
Home Now” al_ld_“Take Care of Them When They Get Here”.

Res. No. 1923, a Resolution urgmg the federal government to ) pass legtslatzon that will establish a pathway to
citizenship for Temporary Protected Status beneficiaries.

Res. No. 1536, a Resolution calling on the United States Department of Homeland Security to expedite the
adjustment of immigration status of i 1mngrants serving in the United States Armed Forces and to halt
deportations of immigrants who are active duty service members or who have been honorably discharged from
the United States Armed Forces.

Military Families Speak Out Metro Chapter supports Resolutions 1923 and 1536.

At various tlmes since 9/11 immigrants have constltuted one third of the armed forces. These immigrants were
willing to rigk all to become U.S. citizens. Therefore, their efforts to attain citizenship should be supported in
every way dnd not impeded with lack of delivery of legal rights.

The Deportatlon jails of the Immlgratlon Department are not healthy places. They are scary and people in
them often have language difficulties and do not have legal counsel, rights or the money to afford such. It is
difficult for their families to maintain communication through public phones with a long waiting line. If an
1mm1grant is put in an immigration jail, and their status is questionable, they may just be shipped off to their
land of origin, without recourse to due process. In addition, where there is overcrowding of i immigrant jails, .
they are sometimes placed in regular jails with close contact to dangerous conditions. Added to. PTSD or TBI
which many veterans suffer from which may or may not be diagnosed correctly or granted any kind of correct
response from the VA, it places these veterans in double jeopardy. Instead of being treated with the respect they
deserve, which they may or may not have received while in service, they are treated as disposables who have
served their purpose, and this is a criminal offense from the human sense of justice as well as a viplation of the
existing laws and assertions during recruitment of the U.S. military, thus sullying the reputation and honor or
our armed forces. It is one thing to have a law and it is another thing to enforce it. Therefore a watchdog attitude
is necessary to prevent people from falling through the cracks, as many of these veterans have already, and to,
reverse and bring back to the U.S. those veterans who have been wrongfully deported.



The following foods contain cheese, and can be served without meats and seafood: pizza, cheese
ravioli, baked ziti, mozzarella sticks, eggplant Parmesan, cheese omelette, lasagna, muffin egg
and cheese sandwich, macaroni and cheese, baked potato with cheddar cheese sauce, stuffed
shells Ttaliano, cheese manicotti in marinara sauce, salad with blue cheese dressing, cheesecake,
broccoli cheese soup, asparagus with Parmesan cheese, smoked mozzarella fonduta, fettuccine
alfredo, penne with goat cheese, and ricotta gnocchl

The following foods contain buckwheat, and can be served w1thout meats and seafood ‘
buckwheat pancakes, buckwheat breads, buckwheat muffins, buckwheat crackers, buckwheat
bagels, buckwheat cookies, buckwheat tortillas, some breakfast cereals, buckwheat grits, kasha,
buckwheat porridge, buckwheat salad with mushrooms and parsley oil, kasha varnishkes,
‘buckwheat noodles, Japanese soba noodles, California buckwheat chapati, kasha knishes, and -
some blini. : N .

The following foods contain peanuts, and can be served without meats and seafood: peanut
candy, salted nuts, peanut butter, peanut butter sandwiches, vegetable salads mixed with peanut
sauce, peanut—based dipping satice, peaniit butter crackers, mandelonas (peanuts soaked in
almond flavoring), some health food bars, some breakfast cereals; peanut butter cookies, celery
sticks filled with peanut butter, honey peanut steamed tea bread, cherry peanut granola, peanut
squares, peanut butter crisps, trail mixes, some spaghettl sauces, boiled peanuts, peanut butter
spread on toast, gorp (good old raisins and peanuts), Cajun flavored peanuts, peanut soup, peanut
volls, peanut muffins, peanut cake, peanut pudding, baked

peanuts with rice, and peanut stufﬁng.

The following foods contain tofu, and can be served without meats and seafood: tofu with
‘ vegetable medley, tofit muffins, tofu and cheese omelet, sauteed tofu steak, tofu caramel custard, -
tofi anmitsu (traditionial fruit salad), broiled tofu steak; tomato and olive tofu spread, bralse%:* :
cubed tofu steak with eggplant and zucchini, tofu steak with teriyaki butter sauce, tofu steak’
sandwich, tofu steak with salsa sauce, tofu steak nuggets, tofu steak fajita, tofu steak with Asian
mushroom sance, tofu and egg burger tofu and vegetable burger, tofu burger, tofu quesadilla,
oriental tofu salad, spht pea soup with tofu, creamy oriental tofu dressing, tofu broccoli lasagna,
grilled tofu and cheese, tofu sPaghettl sauce, Spamsh rice with tofu, tofu and vegetable stir-fry,
zesty Italian pasta and tofu, spicy tofu chili, spicy tofu bumtos, Tex-Mex tofu lasagna, pita -
stuffed tofu salad tofu custard filled cake, pmeapple ‘tofu pie, and tofu custard with sesame
" flavor’



CENTRAL AMERICAN LEGAL ASSISTANCE

Ayuda Legal Para Refugiados Salvadorefios y Guatemaltecos

240 Hooper Street Brooklyn New York 11211 (718)486-6800 Fax (718) 486-5287

November 15, 2013

My name is Brian Mulligan. 1 am an Accredited Representative
with Central American Legal Assistance. We were alerted to today’s
hearing by the New York Immigration Coalition of which we are a
member.. NYIC is an umbrella policy and advocacy organization
comprised of around 200 organizations that work with immigrants.

Central American Legal Assistance, located in Williamsburg
Brooklyn, has for over 25 years represented the immigration population
from Central America. El Salvador, Honduras and Nicaragua have all
been beneficiaries of a federal program called Temporary Protected
Status (TPS for short) which began in 1998 for Honduras due to the
devastation caused by Hurricane Mitch and for the Salvadorans first in
1991 and then again in 2001 — the first time because of the war and the
second time because of 2 earthquakes. These TPS programs allow the
participants to work legally and protect them from deportation. There
is a similar and more recent program for Haiti and we also have Haitian
clients.

Thus we have over 4,000 clients who for over ten years have been
- faithfully paying immigration to get permission to live and work here
under this temporary status.

In each TPS program there has been a federal finding that
conditions in the home country are so bad — either because of natural



disaster or war — or in some cases both —that we should allow the
people from those countries to stay here, at least temporarily.

This is not a free program: people pay immigration almost $500
each year to renew their registration. And it is easy to lose eligibility if
you miss a renewal period or fail to send in a disposition from an arrest.

But given the now over a decade that these 3 populations have
had semi-legal status here — | refer to Salvadorans, Honduras, and
Nicaraguans — it makes a lot of sense for Congress to acknowledge this
when and if it passes comprehensive immigration legislation. Like the
DACA students, the TPS holders should not have to start over and wait
another 10 or more years to get permanent legal status. Their time
here in TPS status should count. We hope your resolution will make this
clear and we appreciate your efforts on behalf of this large population
which has lived among us for many years.
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At the Sepramber hearing of New York Chief
Judge Jonathan Lipprman’s Task Force on Civil

s M Y restified

Legal Services, Army ve
£ ;

aboue the viral difference Legal Services YO

made in his life: "1 am so gravelal thar Legal

Services is here for people who need belp, and

for everything they did for me”

Mr Y s an aspiring reggae artist who sufferad
shrapnet and rraumatie brain injury whesn his
vehicle was hiv by an improvised explosive de-
vice in hrag. Aldhough the Vererans Adminisus-
sion found Mr, Y disabled, the Social Security
Administration (S5A)Y denied his claim for
disability benefies. 1 was wld thar | should ge
Social Securizy Disability benchits because 1 had
worked and am now not able w work due w
my war injuries,” Mr Y restified 1 was shocked

thar chey [SSA] denied me, since the military

fad found me 100%: disabled. | had no idea benehirs and $10,000 in back benefits. “The
thar [ could appeal se | simply gave up.” income has made o huge difference in my life,

_ allowing me 1o Hive with dianiey and withousr fi-
As a resulr of our ourreach cffores, M Y . .o PR
Az Four ourreach cHors. ! nancial worry,” sakd Me Y. "Before § mer Beay
earned abour the LSNYCs Veterans Justice o .
learned abour the ] and was helped by Legal Services, T had given
Prosject (V)P and conracred our Manhar . o o
i up. Berry accompanied me 1o my hearing and
tan program. Senior Paralegal Berry Hearon . .
gt o ’ ' shie gor the job done. Now, T am going back o
explained that he could appeal the S5A denial » ) . . o )
schoob and slowly improving medicalty, 1 am
and began working on his case. She helped L ) _ o
= = ”'y“i?’ {0 L{C\"L’;Op ﬂ‘ir\" INTHISIC Career 2]11{] ] am
reconnect Mr Y with his former docror, who R , .
: able w spend more dme with my son.

wrnie # detailed report on the severity of

Mz, Y's condition, After 2 hearing before the Thanks 1o Berry Hearon for her grear work, and

Administrative Law Judge, Mr ¥ was granted to Me Y for his courageous restimony abour
& 4! 2 ;

approximately $800 a month in social security  the value of Legal Services.
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The largest nwnber of vererans seck our help
becanse they are at risk of eviction, Wirhout an
advogate, many are unable to access housing
vouchers and emergency housing options that
Cary [)['C\'Cni lhijfn ﬂ"(’)lil %3{‘,‘1:(1[113“% l'l()n’?k?liﬁﬁs.
This b o particular problem for female veterans,
The number of homeless wormen vererans has
been increasing steadily since 2000, an urgent
probiem exacerbated by the fact chae 782
nagionwide are likely w reside with dependent

children,

Cliear Ms, § had fallen into a cycle of home-

fessness since ber discharge from the Army.
Prior to Superstorm Sandy, she was living in
a wansicional housing facility. In the monch
befoee Sandy, Ms. 5 received o HUD-VASH
Section B voucher that allowed her 1o fingd
permancat housing for the first rime in vears,
However, er new apartment was located in
the Rockaway section of Queens; Superstorm
Sandy rendered ic uninhabible due ro mold
and other damage. Ms. § was foreed o rerurn

to the rransivional housing,

Returning from a family visit, she discovered
that she had been locked our without nortice,
Tha’s when Ms. 8 came w our Broeklyn
program. V]I attorney Pere Kempmer filed
coure papers to challenge che illegal leckout
and represented Ms. § in a two-day Housing
Couer rriad. The judge ruled thae Ms, 57 rights
as a tenant had been violated and restored her
te possession of the apartment, in additon 1o
helping Mas. §, this importany legal decision
established the right of residents of transition-
al housing programs 1o due process prior o

terminations of housing,
¢
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the immediaze dhrear o their health and safery,
the lindlord informed some renanis in April
rhae the clevaror would nes be Bxed for as lease

anarher four months,

Advocates spoke sut abour this injustice ata

press conference: "It is unconscionable for the

landlord 1o have made no effores o repair an

Legal Services” Brooklyn program and Brook- clevator that keeps tenans vapped in their
i Jubiles gained a viciory for low-income apartienis,” said Brent Meltzer, Housing
renants in Coney sland who were vicdmized Unit Co-Direcror av Legal Services’ Braoklya

by both Superstorm Sandy and their unserupu- prograns. “The tenanss have reached out 1o

fous landtord. Disabled and mobility-impaired  the landlord repearedly, only to receive stony

residdensts of & fve-siosy biilding on West silence, As the Civy conrinues o rebuild afier
330 Sereer were effecdvely seranded in their Sandy, the needs of the elderly and disabled
aparoments for almose sis mondhs afier Sandy poor must be central in our plans. Preserving
when their fandlord Gailed wo repair an elevaror oweincome housing and ensuring thar the ba-
damaged by the swrm, sic needs of all New Yorkers are met is essential

ro an equitable recovery”
One second-floor renant who had suffered a

stroke used @ wheelchatr before Sandy, For Within days of the suir being filed in Houging
months afrer the seorm, his wife, a cancer pa- Court, the landlord sent conracrors ro the
ent herself, hae (o assist him up and down the  building. Several days after thar, the elevators
stairs (o go 1w the docwr Many more residents wore operating again and ronams were Rnally
eould have been trapped in their homes in the able re resume their normal lves.

event of a fire or other emergency. Yer despite

Contn



In the communities bardest-hi by the storm,
LSMNYC

jeopardy. Ms, M, o resident of & New York

s seill seeing los-income tenants in

Housing Authority’s INYCHA) buillding in Far
Rockaway, came to our Queens program des-
perately worried she would fose her NYCHA
senaney because of an unfaie judgment levied
against her. When Ms. 84's Hrse-Hoor apare-
ment was looded and rendered winhabinable
by Superstorm Sandy, FEMA moved her 1o
eemporary housing, Though she periodieally
rerurned to her aparrment o check on the
progress of repairs, as of May 2013, nothing
fad been done, Then Ms. M seceived notice
that NYCHA had started a non-payment
preceeding against her for not paying rent from
Seprember 2012 through May 2013, the dme
period when she could notive in her apart-

men,

Ms. M appeared in conrt without a tawyer,

and was rold by her landlord’s lawyer chag it
she agreed ro a judgment and did not men-
tion the abysmal conditions in her apariment
1o the court, they would move her vo 2 new
apartment. Congerned solely about gerting her
family back into a safe home, Ms. M signed the
agreement consenting ro a $3,903.70 judgment

againse her,

s, M then soughe help from LENYCS
Queens Program, Housing Uinit Direcror

Ann Ascher got the court case against Ms, M
dismissed and assisted ber In requesting a new
aparument from NYCHA, Within days, Ms. M
moved inw 2 clean, safe aparcment, Without
the help of LANYC, Ms. M would have been
saddled with a heavy debe and lost her NY-
CHA apartment for good, stuck in remporary

housing with no affordable alrernative,

Legal Services” Staten Island program continues
tor see i steaddy influx of residenss affected by
Sandy. Much of the worls there involves advo-
cacy with insurance providers, fighting unjuse
chiims practices, and obraining essenvial reim-

bursements or other funds for clients sucls as

the R family. Mr. and Mes. R were devaszared,
with nowhere else 1o tern when they came 1o
our office o Staen Island, They lose evervehing
when Sandy destroyed their house, but cheip
insurange company refused to pay. Although
they had $100.004 in flood insurance coverage,
they could not provide documentation for the
gonrtents of thetr home—all cheir belongings,
documents, and receiprs had been ruined by
the storm, The insurance company sent an ad-
juster to inspect the damage, but clabmed tha
without evidence of the items lost, there was
o way 1o determine the value of their personal
property and they could not be reimbursed.
LENYC stalt ziierney Michael Heingmana
worked with the R's o gather any wype of
documentation available, including phoros
from funily members in which icems such as
furniture were visible, He negottated with the
clatms examiner and adjuster, and was able

€] Cl’)ll\"ﬁl'ﬂ:l" Lh(f %RSH"'&IICC i:()n]pilll}" <y ;'l(:‘;Cp[.
those pliotos and other evidence as documen-
wation of foss. As a resule of this advocacy, Mr.
and Mrs. R were awarded nearly 584,000 in

insurance funds to begin rebuilding their lives,

Mew York, NY 10013
srvitesnys.org
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Since the launch of the Veterans Justice Project in 2011, Legal Services NYC (LSNYC) has successfully handled more
than 1,800 veterans’ cases and dozens of organizations now send veterans to us for help.

The Veterans Justice Project’s (VIP} accomplishments include:

 Providing legal services that helped more than 3,500 N ) ] -

. \ Lason oy Brabilors Tomm
veterans and family members from all five boroughs, “A5CS QY Frodiem Type
protecting them from homelessness, resolving barriers to
employment, preserving economic stability, obtaining Housing: 389
citizenship and remedying many other problems that derail =

) , o o FNeome BAaimbam oy ems 40
veterans’ successful reintegration into civilian life. mcome Maintenance; 17%
* Forging partnerships with, and receiving referrals from, Family: 16%
more than %2 public and non-profit organizations that Emplovment: 10%
serve veterans. . L e A TS NP
3 inmigration and Other: 19%
e Establishing and operating a ﬁ%%ﬁ%% Veterans

* Initiating an innovative Yeterans Student Loan initiative with the Neighborhood Economic
Development Advocacy Project to resolve burdensome student loan debt

v Eéﬁ&i&iéé’%g hundreds of social workers, case managers, medical providers and other lay advocates from
all over the City so they understand veterans’ legal rights and connect veterans who need help to the VJp.

It is clear to us that there is an overwhelming need for the VIP and that advocacy can make a huge difference in
low-income veterans’ lives,

ViR in Action

Legal Services NYC's Veterans Justice Project assists veterans who are lawfyl permanent residents in applying
for naturalization or citizenship. Many veterans legally immigrated to the U.S. but have no evidence of their
immigration status. Others came to this country as young children without immigration status, served in the
military, and always believed that they were U.S, citizens until they were placed in removal proceedings.
Additionally, lawful permanent resident veterans are being deported from the country. The result of these
deportations has been devastating— breaking up families, leaving children with one or no parents, and often
removing the sole breadwinner from the home. The VIP seeks to help these individuals obtain U S. citizenship
through an expedited service created by the Department of Homeland Security that accelerates the processing
of citizenship applications for veterans and military personnel. In addition, the Project assists the spouses and
children of active-duty military personnel remain in the U S, by applying for parole or deferred action.




TTHE COUNCIL
" THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

Iintend to appear and speak on Int. No. __________ Res. No.
(J in favor [] in opposition

Date:

(PLEASE PRINT)
Name: / t U) - CARe

Address: 2 tﬂl [av] Sb@(/( (X N\/ &

1 represent: C{/O MIL?—//‘L‘ ST ﬁ éOb /UYCL.

Address:
’ Please complete :Ius card and return to the Sergeant.at-Arms ‘
e e A s . i,
THE COUNC[L
“THE CITY OF NEW YORK ..
| Appearance Card -
“.Iintend to appear-and speak on Int. No. %" - .- Res. No. .___-
‘ {32 in favor - [] in opposition
o o Date:
N : (PLEASE PRINT
.. ..Name: _- /% e /\//I L)/‘/[% KW() .

. I.represent:.. ( /}/ /(/ \f /VC\CY/

7

Address: - _ '(/ \// /? / /

’ 2 ‘Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms.- - - | -




| "THE COUNCIL
" .THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appeararice Card

{ intend to appear and-speak onInt. No. __ - Res.-No. _i__/ _
[J-infavor [J in opposition - / s 23
Date:

{PLEASE PRINT)

Name:. 1/»)/)/76//(*" mﬁmm/«ﬂ
Address: (@ 10 FY

| I represent: M! //(75\“”1/ q’@}’}’) //fp_f éﬁ@éﬁé 4@«+

Address: .

. Plense complete thu card and return to the Gergeaut-a: Arms ‘

, THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Appearance Card

[ intend to appear and speak on Int. No\ —te— Res. No. q_c:r __‘59\ 3
: [:l in favor 0 lp opposition

- Date: 1l J'-S ‘.3 .

. (PLEASE PRINT)
Name: B“““ﬂ Mulligqan

Address: >1-33 gH AL £‘F T TecKson Hccgﬂ(s
~

I represent: Cee V\J(_‘r“ﬁ AMEN can L@;ﬂlQ "{lSSrS" T

Address: _2H{ T cwnerl 54, B{Q ta, N 1121

’ Please complete this card and return to the Sergeant-at-Arms ‘




