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COM TTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLI C SI TI NG & MARI TI ME USES 2
CHAI RPERSON LANDER: [gavel ] Good
norning. | ampleased to call this neeting of the
City Council’s Land Use Subcomm ttee on Landmarks,
Public Siting and Maritine Uses to order. | am
City Council Menber Brad Lander joined by menbers
of the conmttee, Annabel Palrma fromthe Bronx and
Rosi e Mendez from Manhattan and we’'re pl eased al so
to be joined by other nenbers of the Land Use
Commttee. W have very brief itenms on our
cal endar for today that we’ ve heard previously.
First, | just want to note for the
record that on Tuesday, October 22nd this
subconm ttee unani nously approved with two
nodi fications the LPCs designation of the West End-
Col l egiate Historic District Extension, Land use
nunber 918. | m sspoke and | just want to clarify
for the record the tax block and | ot designation
for one of the two properties, which has been
excluded fromthe Historic District, the Rutgers
Presbyterian Church House at 236 Wst 73rd Street,
and the correct tax block and lot for that property
we excluded by our vote on Tuesday is Manhattan tax

bl ock 1164, tax lot 42. That is the Rutgers
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COM TTEE ON LANDVARKS, PUBLIC SITINGS & MARI Tl ME USES 3
Presbyterian Church House at 236 West 73rd Street.
That is what we voted to exclude on Tuesday and
what we are bringing forward to the full commttee
as part of our broader approval of the West End-
Coll egiate Historic District Extension today.

And then we have two itens on our
cal endar for today, which we heard a coupl e of
weeks ago and they are both child care centers in
Counci | Menber Reyna’'s district. Land use nunber
938 and 939, the UTD Bushwi ck Early Learning Child
Care Center, and 939 is the Bushwi ck United Early
Learning Center. W had a nunber of questions for
the Adm nistration for Children’s Services, who did
not have particularly satisfying answers for us at
the tinme and | know have provi ded sonme subsequently
i nformati on to Council Menber Reyna, and let ne
turn it over to her to talk about it before we
vot e.

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNA: Thank you so
much, M. Chair. | just wanted to thank the
comm ttee and you for your indul gence in nmaking
sure that we were able to represent our district
and these two particular sites that our city | eased

with sound | eases. Unfortunately, the scope that
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COM TTEE ON LANDVARKS, PUBLIC SITINGS & MARI Tl ME USES 4
was conmmuni cated to the council was Iimted to five
years. W cannot expand those years because it
woul d be out of scope to do so in the interest of
our comunity, and as nmuch as | pushed back it was
not possible due to charter rules. So | wanted to
just share that for the record because |’ m not

pl eased that we are signing off on a five year

| ease with no option to renew for an additiona
amount of years. | also wanted to just share we
have recei ved communi cation from ACS and there has
been interesting information that corrects the
record as to the last hearing we had on this issue
and it reads as follows: Dear Council Menber
Reyna, bel ow please find the details that you
requested with respect to the two city | eases at
issue. As you will see, the proposed rent at 600
Hart Street for the next five years is the sane as
the previous year; as the previous rent, excuse ne,
$312, 157 per year. The proposed rent for 200
Central Avenue is $294,000, only significantly

hi gher than the previous rent of $199,760. The
increase is due to the fact that the landlord is

pl anning to do significant work to inprove

condi tions as explained below |andlord to replace
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COM TTEE ON LANDVARKS, PUBLIC SITINGS & MARI Tl ME USES 5
roofing systemresilient surface and repair work to
buil ding exterior and included in this rate. So |
wanted to just read that for the record to nmake
sure that we understand these were sone of the
questions that were asked and it is to the
satisfaction of this conmttee and nyself
representing this district. There was also itens
that were supposed to be followed up that stil
need... have been requested tinme from ACS and we
are expected to receive in the next few weeks a
cat al ogue of every ACS city |ease including the
bui l ding conditions, terns of the |ease including
duration and total cost, cost per seat per

buil ding; that’s one item outstanding, the

eval uation criteria for how New York City

determ nes whether to renew or termnate a lease is
the second finding. The process by which the terns
of a | ease are negotiated with individual owners is
the third. New York City's rationale for renew ng
the two subject |leases for a termof five years
when the previous |ease terns were for 20 years was
answered and that particular rational e was based on
the fact that given the changi ng needs of the city

and the uncertain fiscal clinmate according to ACS




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COM TTEE ON LANDVARKS, PUBLIC SITINGS & MARI Tl ME USES 6
it would be bad practice for the city and non-
profit providers to enter into | ong-term| eases.
They want to reassess every three to five years to
ensure we are neeting the needs of both conmmunity
and taking into account the city s finances. So
that particular gquestion was answered, and the
contact information of the two owners so that our
of fice and nmy successor can continue to hold
accountable with information regardi ng the two
si des have been satisfied as well. Thank you so
much.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you, Counci
Menber Reyna, for your diligence in this nmatter and
| just want to flag that many of the... and for
pushing us to really do our job to have sone
oversight. | think we... there’s been a | ot of
frustration and we’'re honored that the Chair of the
General Welfare Conmttee is a nmenber of this
Subconmittee and she has often been pushing the
Adm ni stration for Children’s Services in that
commttee to be nore forthcomng with the necessary
information for us to understand the ACS | ease
portfolio and you know, why it is put together the

way it is and how nmuch we’re paying and what the
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COWM TTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SI TINGS & MARI TI ME USES 7
rel ati onship between that and a broader set of

choi ces about child care are. So | wll call to
attention the people that are interested in these
questions. The General Wl fare Conmttee is having
a hearing on Monday that people may want... you
know, focusing on Early Learn and that people may
want to attend to push on these things and that you
know, the subcommttee will continue to be
supportive of Chair Palna and the General Wl fare
Commttee's efforts to keep getting good answers
here, but the track record of getting those answers
over the last of the four years that | have been
here is unfortunately discouragi ng and has made it
difficult for us to work together to really have
confidence when... just | was as nice as | could be
so. Anyway, so wel cone to Council Menber Arroyo,
who is a nenber of the conmmittee and with that. ..
unl ess any ot her nenbers have comments, with that
and that |ack of enthusiasmfor the information
provi ded, we wi |l nonethel ess nove forward and

you' re satisfied, Council Menber Reyna that you
know, not broadly but specifically that we shoul d
nove forward to approve the extension of these

| eases. Alright, so yes, so w’'re coupling Land
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COMM TTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SI TINGS & MARI TI NE USES 8
uses nunber 938 and 939 onto our agenda, and |
guess the counsel can call the role.

LEGAL COUNSEL: Chair Lander.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER:  Aye.

LEGAL COUNSEL: Council Menber Pal na.

COUNCI L MEMBER PALMA:  Aye.

LEGAL COUNSEL: Council Menber Arroyo.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO.  Aye.

LEGAL COUNSEL: Council Menber Mendez.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ:  Aye.

LEGAL COUNSEL: | have votes four in
the affirmative, zero abstentions and zero
negatives. Land use itens 938 and 939 are approved
and referred to the full Land Use Comm ttee.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Alright, so we’ll
| eave this... can we... if... until there's a
guorum for Land Use [background] can we | eave the
vote open for Council Menber WIIlians?

LEGAL COUNSEL: W can | eave the
vote... you can adjourn and | eave the vote open
until Land Use starts.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Great. Alright,
so we’'ll adjourn the conmttee and we’' Il | eave the

vote open until we get started with the Land Use




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COM TTEE ON LANDVARKS, PUBLIC SITINGS & MARI Tl ME USES 9
Commttee. Alright. [gavel] Thank you. Yes,
hopefully we’ || have that soon.

[ Pause]

LEGAL COUNSEL: Council Menber
WIIlians.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS:  Aye.

LEGAL COUNSEL: The vote now stands on
Land Use 938 and 939 five in the affirmative, zero
abstentions, zero negatives.

[ gavel ] Landnmarks committee of COctober

24t h i s hereby adjourned.
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