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SUBJECT:
Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to pass and the Governor to sign, A.6059-A/S.5932, legislation that would protect student privacy by prohibiting the release of personally identifiable student information without consent.
On Wednesday, October 30, 2013, the City Council’s Committee on Education, chaired by Council Member Robert Jackson, will conduct a hearing to consider Proposed Res. No. 1768-A, which calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass and the Governor to sign, A.6059-A/S.5932, legislation that would protect student privacy by prohibiting the release of personally identifiable student information without consent. Assembly bill A.6059 was introduced by Assemblyman Daniel J. O’Donnell and Senate bill S.5932 was introduced by Senator Joseph E. Robach.  A previous hearing was held on September 30, 2013. 
Background


It is widely known that information technology is a rapidly advancing field and a necessary operational tool in many fields.  As we advance digitally and seek to find ways to incorporate technology into private and governmental arenas, one particular concern is privacy, especially the privacy of children.  Recently, New York State became one of several states to enter into an agreement with inBloom, Inc., a nonprofit provider of technology services
.  
According to information on the New York State Education Department’s website (NYSED), collaboration with inBloom, Inc.  “began as a collaborative initiative with the Council of Chief State School Officers and several states to develop an open, non-proprietary system that will make it easy and cost-effective to get the right data to the tools and applications that districts authorize for use by teachers and families, while also enabling and enforcing federal and local data security and privacy policies.”

Several proposed bills have been introduced in New York State legislature that address some of the concerns raised regarding the privacy of students and the use of data as a result of inBloom’s agreement with the NYSED.  Today’s hearing will discuss Proposed Resolution No. 1768-A, a resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to pass and the Governor to sign, A.6059-A/S.5932, legislation that would protect student privacy by prohibiting the release of personally identifiable student information without consent.
Proposed Res. No. 1768-A

Proposed Resolution No. 1768-A would note that the New York State Education Department (NYSED) has partnered with inBloom, Inc., a nonprofit provider of technology services that allows states and public school districts to integrate student data and third-party applications.  The Proposed Resolution would indicate that according to NYSED’s website, the purpose of this partnership is to assist in creating an education data portal to provide educators, students and families with “high quality data tools and educational content to support our schools in delivering excellent instruction while transitioning to the Common Core.”


The Proposed Resolution would state that the data is intended to be used to chart individualized progress made by students and also to be used by third parties such as commercial vendors, to solicit families based on a child’s academic needs.  Proposed Resolution No. 1768-A would note that some parents and advocates have expressed concern about using students’ information in this manner, and in addition, numerous concerns have been raised about privacy and the system’s ability to protect this data once it has been stored in cyberspace. Proposed Resolution No. 1768-A points out that it has been reported that inBloom, Inc. has stated it cannot guarantee the security of the information stored or that the information will not be intercepted when it is being transmitted.  The Proposed Resolution would indicate that furthermore, it has been noted that many parents are not even aware of these plans. 

Proposed Resolution No. 1768-A would note that due in part to these concerns, legislation has been introduced in both houses of the New York State Legislature.  The Proposed Resolution would state that this legislation, A.6059-A/S.5932, would protect student privacy by prohibiting the re-disclosure of personally identifiable information about individual students to third parties unless there is parental consent, or a student who is 18 years of age or older consents, or unless certain exceptions apply.


The Proposed Resolution would indicate that while it is understandable that technology will continue to play a larger role in all aspects of education including administratively, it is imperative that families have a voice in how this is done.  Proposed Resolution No. 1768-A would note that until more information is known about this process, the NYSED should refrain from moving forward with current plans with inBloom, Inc. The Proposed Resolution would further note that student information should be guarded fervently and shared sparingly and only when in the best interest of the student and his/her family.  Finally the Proposed Resolution would note that the Council of the City of New York calls upon the State Legislature to pass and the Governor to sign, A.6059-A/S.5932, legislation that would protect student privacy by prohibiting the release of personally identifiable student information without consent.
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� � HYPERLINK "https://www.inbloom.org/" �https://www.inbloom.org/�


� � HYPERLINK "http://usny.nysed.gov/rttt/data/edp-privacy-parent-faq.html" �http://usny.nysed.gov/rttt/data/edp-privacy-parent-faq.html�
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