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Good morning Chairman Weprin, Chairwoman Mendez and members of the Zoning Sub-
Committee. My name is Tim Sullivan, and I am the Chief of Staff to Deputy Mayor for
Economic Development Robert K. Steel. Joining me this morning is Penny King, policy advisor
in the Office of the Deputy Mayor for Economic Development.

On behalf of the Bloomberg Administration and Deputy Mayor Steel, thank you for the
opportunity to testify this morning in support of the adAPT NYC ULURP application. The
Bloomberg Administration believes that this pilot project, which has drawn praise and attention
from around the world, has the potential to create a new housing model in New York City.

A key principle of Mayor Bloomberg’s economic development strategy is to promote investment
in the city’s housing stock and infrastructure to ensure that we remain competitive in attracting
and retaining people in New York City. Indeed, under the Mayor’s New Housing Marketplace
Plan, the City has built or preserved more than 155,000 units of affordable housing in all five
boroughs, enough housing to accommodate the entire population of Minneapolis. Today, there
are more units of housing in New York City than at any other time in our history.

But in order to keep pace with New York’s growing population — particularly the growing
number of smaller households — we need to add new tools to the City’s toolkit to expand housing
options in New York. adAPT is a critical element of a strategy to diversify the City’s housing
stock while maintaining the Administration’s commitment to affordable housing.

Developing housing that meets the needs of New Yorkers and our growing small-household
population is critical to the city’s future economic success. The number of smaller households —
comprised of one of or two people — is growing far faster than larger households. While there are
1.8 million one- and two-person households across New York City, there are only one million
studios and one-bedroom apartments. The result is a housing mismatch that can sometimes have
unsafe consequences, including the temptation to illegally sub-divide existing apartments.

Other cities — like Boston, London, and Seattle — have begun to address the mismatch between
the existing housing stock and changing demographics. Here in New York, in 2011 the Mayor’s
Office convened an interagency working group, with representatives from the Department of
Buildings, the Department of City Planning, and the Department of Housing Preservation &
Development, to study the City’s housing laws, Building Code, and zoning regulations and
explore opportunities for new housing models.



Our Building Code actually allows the construction of micro-units, which measure
approximately 250 to 350 square feet and have a kitchen and bathroom. However, New York
City’s zoning regulations prevent the development of a new building composed entirely of
micro-units.

And so to explore whether such a model was feasible, the City designed a pilot project to test the
concept of a micro-unit building. On July 9th, 2012 at the Center for Architecture, standing in
front of a scale model of a micro-unit, Mayor Bloomberg launched the ad APT NYC Competition
via a Request for Proposals. The adAPT NYC Competition challenged teams to propose a
micro-unit building with innovative exterior and interior design, and livable and affordable
apartments.

The RFP attracted attention from all over the world and around the country — the RFP site was
accessed more than 1,600 times in hundreds of citiés domestically and abroad.

On January 22nd of this year, at the opening of a major exhibit on new housing models at the
Museum of the City of New York in partnership with the Citizens Housing Planning Council, the
Mayor announced the selection of Monadnock Development to build and operate a micro-unit
building on East 27" Street between 15 Avenue and Mount Carmel Place in Manhattan, which
my colleagues will discuss today.

As New York City’s population evolves, so must our housing stock. With its exceptional design
and affordable rents, we are excited to explore whether this pilot project could be a replicable
model for New York City housing in the future.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify today. I would be glad to answer any questions from the
Committee.
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Good afternoon Chairman Weprin, and other distinguished members of the City
My name is Eugene Lee, and I am Senior Policy Advisor to Deputy Mayor for Economi
Development Robert Steel. I’m pleased to be joined by Kyle Kimball from the NYCED
testify in favor of the St. George Waterfront Redevelopment plan, an incredibly excitingj

that will significantly benefit all of New York City, but Staten Island in particular.

Along with other important projects like the Homeport, this Plan will revitalize ST
Island’s North Shore, making it a top tourist destination and creating a more vibrant
neighborhood for residents, visitors and businesses. This plan unlocks the potential of se
the City’s most visible, underutilized waterfront property, leveraging access to the ferry -
a key transit hub for Staten Islanders and visitors alike. The project will transform this a

creating jobs and bringing new opportunities to the local community.

As you’re aware, more than 2 million visitors ride the Ferry each year, making it

most popular attraction in New York City. Yet the vast majority of riders never leave th
terminal, a perennial source of frustration for local leaders. This plan takes dramatic ste
change that. These projects maximize the site’s potential, achieving many of the develof

goals envisioned for St. George. This includes bringing more tourists and City residents «

Staten Island; connecting the waterfront to the civic and retail centers of St. George; intr
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Staten Island businesses and cultural organizations to new and wider audiences; and creating

new open spaces for public use.

Each of these outcomes have been desperately sought by Staten Islanders and their
elected leadership for years and years, and this project will deliver on all of those fronts. Staten
Islanders and their families will have -immediate access to a world-class attraction. Staten
Islanders will be able to do their holiday shopping — without going to New Jersey. And Staten
Islanders will be best positioned to get the jobs that will be created here. With more than half a
billion dollars of private investment, this project wﬂl clearly catalyze economic activity in a part

of the island that needs it most.

Having grown up on Staten Island and taken the ferry every day to high school, I am
thrilled to be part of a project that will reshape St George, and put Staten Island on the map for
people from around the world. [ also intimately understand the ferry’s importance to commuters,
and am pleased that this project will leverage the significant investments that have been made to

the terminal and surrounding area.

Shortly you will hear from the New York City Economic Development Corporation, the
New York Wheel LLC, and BFC Partners, who will answer questions and provide additional
information. We appreciate the opportunity to testify and reiterate our enthusiastic support for

this transformative project, thank you.
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Good morning Chairman Weprin and members of the Subcommittee on Zoning and
Franchises. | am Kyle Kimball, President of the New York City Economic Development Corporation
(“NYCEDC"). I also have with me today Tom McKnight, Executive Vice President at NYCEDC, who
has spent several years getting this project to where we are today. We are pleased to join Eugene
Lee from the Mayor's office to testify in support of the St. George Redevelopment Plan on Staten
Island. This project is part of our integrated plan that will revitalize Staten Island’s North Shore, and
represents one of the largest private investments in the history of the borough. My brief remarks will
underscore the significant community benefits that will result from this project, which will bring jobs
and economic activity to the area, pull visitors off the ferry, enhance waterfront access, and create
additional amenities and retail options for residents and visitors. Because this plan calls for the
creation of a new icon that will be seen from the entire Harbor—the New York Wheel—many assume
that this proposal primarily benefits visitors. However, as you will see from my presentation, this plan
will also bring significant short- and long-term benefits to Staten Islanders.

The St. George Waterfront Redevelopment Project is the culmination of decades of work by
the community, the City, elected officials, and other stakeholders who have spent significant time and
energy thinking about how to unlock the potential of these two critical sites. This project builds upon
the recommendations for the neighborhood outlined in the North Shore 2030 report, a document
issued in 2011 that resulted from two years of collaboration among City Agencies as well as more
than 200 local stakeholders. This report recommended several strategies for capitalizing upon the
neighborhood’s assets, including its proximity to transit and its waterfront, in order to revitalize the
area. In particular, the 14 acres under discussion today have long been recommended for
development because they have been underutilized for years. In addition, many Staten Island voices

have long called for a plan that would bring economic activity to this promising area. NYCEDC,



George. This project accomplishes just that by providing seamless pedestrian connections be
the development sites, the waterfront, and upland St. George. As a result, the design for this p
integrates approximately eight acres of dynamic new open space as wel as waterfront ac]
helping to achieve our shared goal of enhancing and improving access to our City’s waterfront.

includes a new waterfront esplanade, a new publicly—accéssib[e rooftop open space that will prT

sweeping views of the New York Harbor, and a new playground. The existing waterfront espla\

will also be improved with new seating, lighting, and plantings, as well as better pede

connections between Richmond Terrace and the waterfront. Of course, as you know, in the wa

Hurricane Sandy, we continue to work not just on new development, but on résiliency. This prc
therefore, features several elements that wiil make it resilient. The majority of the site will be buil

abové the 100-year floodplain, with generators and emergency equipment either waterproofe]
raised at least ten feet above the floodplain. Eight acres of green roofs will include sustaina
elements such as solar panels and wind turbines, and will also be able to absorb and purify |
amounts of rainwater before releasing it back into the harbor.

More broadly, this proposal builds upon and complements the City’s other development ef

in downtown Staten Island, including the New Stapleton waterfront development and Lighthoi\
Point, as well as several other initiatives NYCEDC has launched to attract promising businesse
the area. These include the borough’s first business incubator, Staten Island Makerspace, which
open this fall in Stapleton, as well as Staten Island Storefronts Race for Space, through which we;
offering financial incentives o encourage promising retail businesses to open their door:'
Downtown Staten Island. Taken together, all of these investments make up a comprehensive straj
for the North Shore that will attract visitors, generate jobs and economic activity, and create a ny

vibrant downtown—goals we all share for this community.

We are excited to move forward with the New York Wheel and Empire Outlet center, which,
bolster economic growth on Staten Island while creating a more vibrant waterfront commercial

entertainment destination. The St. George Redevelopment Plan is an essential piece of




Administration's integrated pian for the North Shore, and will help to ensure that the borough and the
City as a whole continue to thrive for decades to come. With your continued support and partnership,

[ am confident that we will achieve this vision. Now, | am happy to answer your questions.
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Good morning Chairman Weprin and members of the Subcommittee on Zoning and
Franchises. My name is Tom McKnight and | am an Executive Vice President at the New York City
Economic Development Corporation (“NYCEDC"). | am pleased to join Eugene Lee from the Mayor's
office to testify in support of the Charleston Mixed Use Development project on Staten Island. This
project, over a decade in the making, will facilitate new recreational facilities and public open spaces,
a new school, a new public library, a mix of new neighborhood and medium- to large-format retail
uses, and housing opportunities for senior citizens in Staten Island.

In keeping with the goals identified in the City’s Working West Shore 2030 study, the project
seeks to (i} accommodate community needs; (ii) preserve and link open space; (iii) expand local
employment options; and (iv) improve east-west connections in the surrounding traffic network,
including pedestrian and bicycle facilities.

The site is part of a larger 130-acre municipal parcel, a portion of which was previously
developed into the neighboring Bricktown Centre retail complex and adjacent conservation area. The
comprehensive planning for the remaining approximately 66 acres — the mixed-use plan before you
today — incorporates the needs of the community while generating significant economic benefits.

In 2011, NYCEDC issued a Request for Proposals for retail development within this project
area to create new local jobs, complement the thriving surrounding retail, and facilitate funding, from
the land sale, of the comprehensive master planning required to advance the project through the
approvals process. The RFP resulted in an approximately 10-acre retail center project that will be
developed by a joint venture between the affiliates of the developers of the popular adjacent South
Shore Commons and Bricktown Centre retail complexes: Guido Passarelli & Sons and Blumenfeld
Development Group, respectively. The joint venture will make an investment of more than $25 million

to build the retail complex, which is expected to generate approximately $30 million in tax revenue for



the City and create approximately 375 construction and 145 permanent jobs for the community.
Additionally, $2 million of the revenue from the property transaction will be used towards the library
branch’s completion, supplementing the $2 million in City Council and Mayoral funds now allocated
for the library project.

In addition to the retail space and library, other community amenities will be created under the
plan, including:

e The 23-acre public Fairview Park, which will offer passive recreation options such as a trail
system as well as active recreation options such as ball fields. Nick Molinari, The Parks
Department’s Chief of Planning and Parkland, will also speak today specifically about Fairview
Park.

* A new public school to accommodate elementary and middle school students.

» Senior housing, envisioned to include affordable multi-family rental units and age-restricted
for-sale detached units.

e And lastly, modifications and improvements to the traffic network, which will relieve congestion

and increase connectivity in the area.

All of the elements of the Charleston Mixed-Use Develoﬁment Plan were developed over the
years in collaboration with the local community and reflect the priorities of local residents and elected
officials, who have called for recreational, housing, educational, and retail facilities; open space;
expanded local employment options; and improved traffic flow. This inpuf is reflected in the
unanimous support this proposal has received from Community Board 3, as well as the support of the
Borough President.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of this important project. You'll hear next
from the joint venture who will discuss retail project plans in further detail. | am pleased to answer any

questions you may have.
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Goed morning, Chair Weprin and members of the Land Use Su
Franchises. I'm Nick Molinari, Chief of Planning & Parklands for
of Parks & Recreation and [ am here to testify in support of Land U

NYC Parks is in support of this application for mapping Fairview
mapped consists of a 20-acre pre-existing conservation area
site. Once completed, the full mapped park will be 43 acres and

amenities such as soccer, tennis, bocce, and little league field
equipment, a comfort station, and equestrian and nature trails.
Fairview Park will provide much-needed active recreation amenit

Staten Island, an area where such facilities are lacking. The par
preservation of natural areas, which are also an important goal of

The design of the park strives to balance the preservation of natu
new active recreation amenities. The park design takes into co

received during our outreach to stakeholder groups.

Knowing that senior housing is planned nearby, early in the desig

with the Tides at Charleston, an active adult community located

determine elements that we thought might be desirable, and i

equipment and bocce courts into our site plan.

We also coordinated with Community Board 3 and the School

determine what types of active recreational elements to prioritiz
i

We incorporated active uses that will complement the planned
provide recreational elements that generally are lacking in the distr

The park will have a 60 car parking lot in addition to 30 shared pa

located on Retail Site A. In addition to vehicular access, pede
through the park site was important to us as well. Working ver
Island Department of City Planning and the adjacent retail site dev
will be provided linking the proposed library and Retail Site A to th

cennectivity between the sites.

We believe this is a park that has community supb‘ort and one
constraints creating a good baiance of active recreation, passi
natural areas. :

Thank you for the opportunity to testify before you today and |
questions you may have.




Department of
Housing Preservation
& Development

TESTIMONY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING PRESERVATION AND
DEVELOPMENT TO THE CITY COUNCIL SUBCOMMITTEE ON ZONING
AND FRANCHISE - WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2013

Good morning Chair Weprin and members of the Subcommittee. I am Christopher
Gonzalez, Associate Commissioner of the Department of Housing Preservation and
Development’s (HPD) Office of Policy and External Affairs, and I am joined by Thehbia
Walters, Director of HPD’s Manhattan Planning office.  We appear before the City
Council to offer testimony in support on Land Use items Nos. 936 and 937, also known
as MyMicro Units.

As you know, the adAPT NYC initiative was conceived as a pilot project to develop a
new housing model for New York City’s growing small-household population.
Developing housing that meets the needs of today’s New Yorker is critical to the City’s
future economic success. Today we have 1.8 million one- and two- person households
but only one million studios and one-bedrooms. According to the 2010 Census the small
household population is growing at a faster rate than households with three or more
people. In Manhattan’s Community Board 6, which is home to the MyMicro Unit site,
over 75% of households have one or two people, making it essential that we explore new
housing models to meet the needs of this community, as well as City wide.

In July of 2012, Mayor Bloomberg joined then Commissioner Mathew Wambua to issue
the adAPT NYC Request For Proposals (RFP) which sought an experienced and
innovative development team to design, construct, and operate a micro-unit rental
building on a transit-oriented City owned site. The development team selected by HPD,
Monadnock Development, will construct the building composed entirely of micro-units
containing approximately fifty-five (55) dwelling units and 678 square feet of
commercial space. All residential units in the proposed building will be entered into rent
stabilization and the design meets all Department of Buildings, New York State and
Federal regulations, including all accessibility standards. This design calls for 9 — 10 foot
ceilings and floor-to-ceiling windows that will provide the units with maximum amounts
of light and air. The building will be constructed using modular units which will require
less construction time and will minimize neighborhood disruptions. The modular units
will be constructed at the Brooklyn Navy Yard.



To proceed with this vision of a new housing model; we appear before you to seek the
approval of Land Use items 936 and 937. These items consists of the designation of
property located at 335 East 27th Street (Block 933, Lots 10 and part of 25) as an
Urban Development Action Area, as well as the approval of the disposition of such
property. The project also seeks to amend to the Zoning Map which will establish within
an existing R8 District, a C2-5 District in order to facilitate the construction of a mixed
usc residential building.  The project area consists of underutilized City-owned vacant
property located adjacent to a 26-story, 225-unit New York City Housing (NYCHA)
apartment building in the Kip’s Bay neighborhood of Manhattan. Forty percent of the
units will be affordable at a variety of AMIs. We hope to finalize the balance of
affordability after further conversation with Council Member Mendez.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify before the Subcommittee on this important
effort. Both Ms. Walters and I arc happy to answer any questions you may have.
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LU 0936-2013 * Zoning, 335

East 27th
Street,
Manhattan {C
130236 HAM)

Land Use
Application

Application No. C 130236 HAM submitted by the NYC
Department of Housing Preservation and Development
pursuant to Article 16 of the General Municipal Law of New
York State for the designation of property located at 335
East 27th Street (Block 933, Lots 10 and p/o 25) as an
Urban Development Action Area and Project for such area,
and pursuant to Section 197-c of the New York City Charter
for the approval of the disposition of such property, to
facilitate development of a mixed use building with
approximately 55 dwelling units in the Borough of
Manhattan, Community District 6, Council District

The Citizens Housing & Planning Council supports the application of HPD’s winning
AdAPT RFP submission.

Our work on this issue resulted not from a preconceived idea to advance the creation of
small apartments, but rather resulted from a simple question: As our population grows
how will it be accommodated into a housing stock with a historically low vacancy rate?

To answer this question it was important to look at the shape and nature of our

households -

fully one third (33%) of our housing units are occupied by a single person living
alone {in Manhattan that number is 46% and in CB #6 it is 59%);

17% are occupied by a family with at least one additional adult over the age of

6% are occupied by single adults who admit to sharing;
26% are either couples or single parents;
and 17% are occupied by nuclear families.
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Looked at another way 56% of our housing units are occupied by single persons who are
either living alone or sharing with others.

One need only look on Craig’s list to see the results of this population shift which reveals
the informal housing market that most new entrants into the housing marketplace must
turn to.

CHPC’s Making Room initiative is specifically focused on three housing types for the
New York City marketplace which will provide more housing choice for those in the
informal housing market:

1. Small, efficient studios designed for single person households;
2. Legal shared housing options for unrelated adults;

3. Accessory units to make a single family home more flexible for extended families or
additional renters.

We developed a unique data model and methodology that revealed a substantial
mismatch between the types of housing units available in New York City and the shape
of our 21st century households. Our diverse households are trying to fit themselves into
homes and apartments not designed for their needs. And our housing is unable to
evolve because the size, shape, and even occupancy requirements of our homes are
governed by old-fashioned laws and codes.

In 2009, we hosted an international design symposium to acquaint a New York City
audience with housing design innovation occurring all around the world that is
responding to the needs of the growing single population, changing demographics, and
booming cities.

In 2011, CHPC partnered with the Architectural League of NY to commission five
architectural teams to take on a unique challenge: design an array of accommodating,
desirable, safe living units for singles, shared households, and extended families,
without the current restrictions of certain housing regulations, including minimum unit
size, density calculations, and occupancy standards. The designs were presented at a
showcase event at the Japan Society of New York.

This work became the basis for Making Room exhibition at the Museum of the City of
New York which attracted more than 120,000 visitors.

We were encouraged by the Administration’s innovative AJAPT RFP which provided
regulatory relief that would allow small units and greater density which attracted
worldwide interest and tapped into the unmet need for housing for single people. What



was clear from the submissions is that single adults, like everyone else, are seeking not
just a place to live but to become part of a community that is shared. This trend is
evidenced in the recent work of NYU sociologist Eric Klinenberg, author of Going Solo,
which reaffirms that this trend is national, growing, and reveals a population seeking
civic engagement and community connection, not a diminished public life.

In addition we were encouraged by the positive response from environmental
advocates who have recognized that living in small or shared spaces, especially when
paired with mass transit are the greenest contributions that we can make to the
environment.

And we look forward to the new efforts spearheaded by organizations working in our
city’s new immigrant communities to enact regulatory reform that will permit a path to
legalization for basement/cellar apartments through the creation of accessory dwelling
units.

We believe that regulatory relief to encourage smaller units, denser buildings, units that
can be legally shared by single adults, and permit accessory dwelling units in small
homes will help to eradicate the informal housing market and provide more housing
choice for all New Yorkers.

Note: All dota is based on 2011 American Community Survey with o model by CHPC to identify single persons over the
age of 25
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We are supportive and confident of our NYC Council Woman’s Debi Rose insight and judgment
to make the best decisions for our community. Collectively, we also would like to be on public
record highlighting additional conditions to be considered. As Jersey Street and its residents and
surround communities have been viewed as marginalized communities. It is essential that any
improves also seeks to improve the lives of local residents.

Therefore, we the undersigned, offer conditional support for the development of the Outlet Mall
by BFC Partners. We believe the mall along with the Ferris Wheel has the potential to serve as a
major conduit for increased tourism and enhanced economy for the North Shore of Staten Island.
It is our position that critical to a commitment of iron clad support for the project is the following
conditions:

1) We recommend a 50/50 split of union/non-union labor. The labor force should consist
primarily of Staten Island residents/unions. Labor force should also consist of no less than 50%
minority representation.

2) We recommend that of the nearly 2000 projected jobs that will be created by the
development, no less than 75% should be hired from the North Shore Community. We define
community as the zip codes of 10301, 10302, 10303, 10304, 10305 and 10310 with the cut off
being Forest Avenue. We further advocate for a strong commitment to minority hiring in
management within the outlet as well as at every phase of construction.

3) We recommend that as a part of social responsibility, there should be a contribution of
$500,000 per year by each developer to a foundation which has been proposed. Additional,
every outlet store required to engage in social responsibility, and those not required by law but
shall conduct business within the community shouid be required to contribute a specified amount
annually to the foundation as well.

4) We also recommend that the developers underwrite the cost of a recreation/cultural center in
the New Brighton Community in the absence of Cromwell Center

This project is pregnant with wonderful possibility. With the assurances listed above, support is
eminent.

Contact:

The Reverend Judy L. Brown, MPS
(917) 370- 8289
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Build Up NYC

Build Up NYC is an alliance of working men and women, committed to good jobs and
responsible development. Working together, we are advocating for a stronger and more
vibrant middle-class through safe and responsible development.

TOWARDS A VIBRANT MIDDLE CLASS

Build Up NYC is committed to a growing and sustainable middle class. We can only grow a
stronger middle class if workers have jobs with good wages, affordable health insurance
and retirement benefits. Access to training and apprenticeship programs creates
oppartunities for advancement and real careers.

The race to the bottom in the construction industry hurts workers and communities.
When contractors compete by cutting wages and benefits, workers lose the ability to
support their families and businesses in their communities and responsible contractors are
at an economic disadvantage.

Build Up NYC is fighting for good jobs for workers and a level playing field for responsible
employers.

A SAFE WORKPLACE IS A SAFER CITY

Construction is one of the most dangerous industries in New York City. Cutting corners and
lack of proper safety practices can lead to more accidents, injuries and deaths in and
around construction sites.

Build Up NYC is working to make sure every construction worker has access to
comprehensive training in order to prevent accidents and injuries at the worksite and in
our city. Build Up NYC is fighting for a safer New York.

RESPONSIBLE DEVELOPMENT, STRONGER COMMUNITIES

Developers who construct and maintain buildings in New York have a responsibility to the
communities and workers who make their success possible.

Developers and employers have a responsibility not only to make sure the construction,
operations, maintenance and security jobs are goed jobs, but to support a 21" century
infrastructure,

Build Up NYC is working to make sure employers and developers do their fair share to
maintain and upgrade the infrastructure that we all count on.

It’s time to stand up and fight back
Build Up NYC is fighting for the High Road on Economic Development



Build Up
Staten Island Harbor Commons Development Principles NYC

Good Jobs
The Staten Island waterfront is a precious asset that should be developed Responsible Development

to strengthen our communities for generations to come. The Staten Island Harbor

Commons Project, including the world’s tallest Ferris wheel, a 200-room hotel, a parking garage and a
designer retail outlet store complex will create 1,200 temporary construction jobs and 1,100 permanent
jobs, according to the Mayor's office. The project is expected to generate millions of tourists a year to
Staten Island. New York City has entered into a long term lease with the developers for use of the land
and has provided various other incentives to promote this development.

City~-sponsored development projects that utilize public waterfront property, such as Staten Island

Harbor Commons, should be built responsibly and sustainably to provide long-term opportunities for local
communities -- not just profits for private developers. In order to realize this vision, we support the
following community principles for the development of Staten Island Harbor Commons:

>

Create Good Jobs for Staten Island Residents

Staten Island Harbor Commons should create good jobs with family-sustaining wages and
benefits for local residents, whether they are employed in construction, hospitality, building
operations or maintenance services. Good jobs help create strong communities and stimulate
economic development. Good jobs grow the economy, support local businesses, increase the
tax base and reduce the dependence on public services.

Provide a Career Path for Staten Island Residents

Staten Island Harbor Commons should provide a pathway to long-term careers for local residents
— not just temporary, low wage employment. This means ensuring that construction contractors
and subcontractors hired on this project participate in state-approved training and apprenticeship
programs, which provide the skills necessary for construction workers to work safely on major
construction projects in all five boroughs for the rest of their careers.

Ensure Economic Opportunities for Local and MWBE Businesses

By providing real opportunity for local, minority and women-owned businesses (MWBE’s) to
participate in this project, Staten Island Harbor Commons could strengthen our communities and
our [ocal economy.

Promote Sustainable Development

Staten Island Harbor Commons should preserve the waterfront and protect our quality of life. To
achieve this, the developers of Staten Island Harbor Commons need to present a comprehensive
plan to mitigate the negative impact of traffic and congestion as well as protect the waterfront
surrounding communities from rising sea levels, increased flooding and other extreme weather
associated with climate change.

Enhance Public Space

Staten Island Harbor Commons should enhance much needed public space for our communities
by improving waterfront access and creating permanent indoor community space.

*Source PR-338-12 Sept 27, 2012 press release by Mayor Bloomberg, avail on city website
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BFC Partners

Brooklyn-based BFC Partners has a history of poor quality construction at multiple
developments as well as a reliance on irresponsible construction contractors who break the
taw and undermine wages, benefits and training standards for workers.

Tenants Complain About Poor Quality Construction

e Tenants of a BFC development in Harlem have spent a decade trying to get BFC to fix
long-term construction problems at their building, including structural defects resulting
in leakage and water penetration issues. In 2006 residents able to secure an
agreement with BFC, brokered by then-Attorney General Spitzer, to fix the outstanding
issues. Despite this agreement, the residents maintain that BFC’s repairs have been
substandard and have even exacerbated the building’s structural deficiencies.

e Purchasers of a condominium in BFC’s Williamsburg development, Schaefer Landing,
filed a lawsuit in 2009 claiming BFC and other named defendants defectively designed
and constructed their building and then attempted to conceal these conditions. The suit
is ongoing.

BFC and Its Contractors Sued for lllegal Employment Practices

» BFC Accused of Wage and Hour Violations, Discrimination and Hostile Work
Environment
o In 2008 BFC Partners and other defendants were sued by a former worker who
alleged that the Defendants violated state and federal minimum wage and
overtime laws, permitted sexual harassment to occur, fostered a hostile work
environment and then fired the employee for complaining about her illegal
treatment, in violation of NYC and NYS Human Rights Law. The suit was later
settled out of court.

s BFC Contractors Commit Wage and Hour Violations & Workers Compensation
Fraud: '
o BFC has a history of hiring irresponsible construction contractors that break the
law, undermine area standard wages and benefits and do not participate in
state-approved training and apprenticeship programs.

o Violating Overtime Laws
»  Super Structure Builders, owned by Thomas Auringer, was hired by
BFC Partners to build the Toren, a luxury condominium in downtown
Brooklyn. Super Structure and other Auringer companies have a
troubling record of illegal behavior.

o Auringer and elght separate companies that he owns are
currently facing a class action lawsuit filed by employees
who claim the company systematically violated federal
minimum wage and overtime laws.

o According to a 2008 Village Voice article, employees at the
Toren were working over seventy hours a week without
receiving pay for all hours worked and that Auringer
illegally threatened and coerced workers who attempted to
join a union at a neighboring construction site.

MR —9/24/13



o In 2008, employees of another Auringer company, SSB
Hoist, filed a class action complaint alleging massive
viclations of federal overtime law. The suit was settied in
2009.

o In 2009, local NYC television station MY 9 TV ran an
expose on Auringer's pay practices, “stiffing Immigrant
workers” reporting that one of his companies had been
forced to pay $30,000 in back wages.

= |n 2009, employees of BFC contractor Ro-Sal Plumbing and Heating
filed a class action complaint against Ro-Sal alleging that owners
knowingly refused to pay overtime wages from 2003 to 2009. Ro-Sal
eventually setiled out of court for no more than $1.5 million dollars.

o Workers Compensation Fraud
=  BFC contract S&J Industrial Corp was placed on the New York State
Debarment List for violating New York State Worker's Compensation
Law and will be barred from performing work on public contracts until
2014.

DOB Cites BFC for Dangerous Construction Practices
Recent BFC Projects have been cited numerous times by the Department of Buildings for
dangerous construction practices that put the workers and the public at risk.

= The Toren
BFC developed the Toren condominiums at 150 Myrtle Avenue in Downtown Brooklyn from
2008 to 2011. Between August 2008 and November 2009, the Department of Buildings
wrote up thirty-seven violations on the project including eleven stop werk orders and partial
stop work orders totaling almost $38,000 in penalties and fines.

The Department of Buildings issued a stop work order citing dangerous work conditions at
the site after the FDNY reported that a worker fell ten feet in between floors. The stop work
order was rescinded after violating conditions were corrected.

Additional stop work orders and partial stop work orders were issued for the following:

¢ A hoist emergency break failed and the hoist fell seven floors

¢ Operating a crane without a certificate

o  Welding without a valid license

+ Failing to have a safety manager on site

+ Failing to safeguard the public and the property by failing to provide overheard

protection.

These stop work orders and partial stop work orders were eventualily rescinded when the
viglations were corrected.

= Jupiter 21
BFC developed Jupiter 21 at 21 East 1* Street in the East Village in 2011 and 2012.
During Jupiter 21’s construction, contractors at the site were cited by the Department of
Buildings fifteen times in less than a year for unsafe construction practices. For example,
In December of 2011, the site was issued a Full Stop Work Order after a section of the roof
collapsed and pieces of debris hit a worker. The stop work order was rescinded after the
violation was corrected.

MB —9/24/13
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?Mbnnn:‘ Observation whee), hotel, catering facility, outlets.

EWhereas, It Is extremely important that all appilcations are approved to utillie and develop the 5t.
QGeorge Waterfront.to attract tourists, service community residents and be an exonomic benefit to all,

Be It Hereby Resolved that: Community Board #1 approves the 5t. George Waterfront Redevelopment
Appilcation Nos. C130315 ZMR, C 130317 Z5R, £130318 ZSR, C130319 PPR and C 130320 PER with the
following conditions

A) Al plantings are low growlng to allow view corridors.

B) Both operators provide off-site parking (beyond Interim construction) with shuttle servica to
meet demands for all users duting peak utlizatlon. '

€} Al parking rates be at existing market rate or lower and any future Increase be subject to
review and approval by Cormmunity Board #1

0} Priority should ba given to members of the NYC Bullding Trades, Staten Island businesses,
organized, unorganized, woman and minority workforce for alt aspects of construction and,
include a project labor agreement with NYC Building Trades by BOTH developers,

Ba it further resolved that: 100% of the monles coflected for rent by both projects by the New York Clty
Economic Development Corparation be used to fund and malntain the following improvements:

1.  $mart Lights throughaut the corridor from Bay Street Landlng/Richmond Terrace Corridor and
its feader roads; Victory Bivd., Jersey Street, Nicholas Street, Bank Street, HUl Street, Wall
Street etc.

Widen and reconfigure Richmond Terrace including # bike lana.

Both Developers widen Bank Street from Richmond Terrace Including a bike lane (Per FDNY)

24 hour 7-day a week 3 hour Ferry Service

Create and secure a continuous coastal restoration and protection along the north and east

shore from Ft. Wadswaorth to the Goethals Bridge,

6. The Narth Shore Greenway Trall — Fully funded and completed from Ft. Wadsworth to the
Goethals:Bridze, to Include safe and secure waterfront access, pathways, Tighting benches,
signege etc. ar

7. Fixing the promenade at Bay.Street Landing — Removai of all the pilings frofn Hurricane Sandy,
restoration and protection. -

8. AnHOV fane that would accommodate a north shore rubber wheet troffey along Richmond
Terrace to the Bayonne Bridge

g, Improve the 5t George Ferry Tarminal circulation by having afi riders disembark through the
north side of the terminal during the hours of 10am and 4pm daily so that the separation of
rourists from commuters can oceur easlly with tourists being drawn to the narth through the
glass doots leading to the Emplre Outlets/Wheel/Promenade and commuters telng drawn south
toward publlc transportation options.

10. Improve tha St. Georga Ferry Kiss and Ride St. George Ferry Terminal by removing the fence,
securlty booths and ferry worker parking and placing a sidewalk with securlty bollards and
planting within a 15 foot buffer surrounding the ferry maintenance fadility and also bulld a
sidewalk connecting the existing sidewatk that Is cut off by tha current security fence that
encompasses a private parking lot and the Ferry Maintenance Faciilty. That sidewalk should
continue through the property and Into the former Coast Guard/Triangle Equitles Site ta
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* connect with the Bay Street Landing Promenade, This sidewalk should have lighting, seating,
planting and security bollards {especially as It passes the Ferry Maintenance Facliity) In order to
provide a double layer of protection. What was cnce private parking for Ferry Malntenance
Facillty should then Be used as public parking space. All security booths should remaln within
the 15 foot buffer for the Ferry Maintenance Facility. Slgnage should be Installed encouraging
visitors to see the public plaza and fishing pler and other attractlons that will come with the
development of the former Coast Guard/Trlangle Equities site.

11, Deck over the remalning parking lot and traln tracks adjscent to the bus ramps to create more
publlc access and space and,

12, Provide a {Kiosk} for Department of Cultural Affairs to encourage use of and access to Staten
island Cultural and racreational Instltutions {Snug Harbor Cuitural Center Staten island Institute
of Arts and Sclencas, S| Zoo, Etc.)

 Motlon passed 25-1-0 {3 Inefigibte)
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The recipe for a brighter future for Staten Island in our communities and by our waterfront Page 1 of 3
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The recipe for a brighter future for Staten Island in our
communities and by our waterfront

Letters to the Editor/Staten Island Advance By Letters to the Editor/Staten Island Advance
on September 30, 2013 at 10:27 AM, updated October 01, 2013 at 10:21 AM

By state Sen. DIANE J. SAVINO
and state Sen. ANDREW ). LANZA

The Staten Island St. George Waterfront Redevelopment, which received City Planning Commission
approval in September and will now be considered by the City Council, is an example of a project with great

potential to strengthen Staten Island communities and our local economy.

St. George Waterfront Redevelopment will include the world’s tallest Ferris wheel, a 200-room hotel, a

parking garage and a designer retail outlet store complex.

This project must be built responsibly and sustainably, providing long-term opportunities for our

communities and residents.

In order for Staten Islanders to realize the benefits of this development and others like it, we must keep

some simple and clear goals in mind.

Whether they are jobs in construction, hospitality, building operations and maintenance or security, the
jobs created by the St. George Waterfront must be good jobs. Good jobs create strong communities, support
local businesses, reduce dependence on public services, increase our tax base and stimulate economic

development. The jobs created should provide good middle-class opportunities to Staten Island residents.

State approved training and apprenticeship programs are a time-proven method of creating good middle-
class careers. Recent Occupational Safety and Health Administration statistics show that workers who
participate state approved apprenticeship programs are involved in much fewer incidents of fatal injury on
the job site than workers who have not participated in these programs. (72 percent of construction fatalitias
in New York City occurred on job sites that did not participate in state approved training and apprenticeship

programs.)

Training, safety and opportunity for Staten Islanders must be a part of our vision and the jobs created at
pubtlicly subsidized projects must include state approved training and apprenticeship for our residents, This
training will enable our residents to work on projects throughout the city as they work their way through a

productive, family-sustaining career.

http://blog.silive.com/letters_impact/print.htmi?entry=/2013/09/the_recipe for a brighter... 10/1/2013
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[Sen. Savino represents the 23rd District, comprising northeast Staten Isfand and southwestern Brooklyn,
in the New York State Senate; Sen. Lanza represents the 24th District, comprising most of the rest of Staten
Island, in the New York State Senate.

© 2013 SILive.com. All rights reserved.
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The Recipe for a Brighter Future for Staten Island: In Our Communities and By Our Waterfront testimony for
the New York City Council Land Use Hearing October 2, 2013 from State Senator Diane J. Savino.

The Staten Island St. George Waterfront Redevelopment, which received City Planning Commission approval
on September 4th and will now be considered by this august body, is an example of a project with great
potential to strengthen Staten Island communities and our focal economy. St. George Waterfront
Redevelopment will include the worid’s tallest Ferris wheel, a 200-room hotel a parking garage and a designer
retail outlet store complex, This project must be built responsibly and sustainably, providing long-lerm
opportunities for our communities and residents. In order for Staten Islanders to realize the benefits of this
development and others like it, we must keep some simple and clear goals in mind.

Whether they are jobs in construction, hospitality, building operations and maintenance or security, the jobs
created by the St. George Waterfront must be good jobs. Good jobs create strong communities, support local
businesses, reduce dependence on public services, increase our tax base and stimulate economic development.
The jobs created should provide good middle class opportunities to Staten Island residents.

State approved (raining and apprenticeship programs are a time proven method of creating good middle class
careers. Recent OSHA statistics show that workers who participate state approved apprenticeship programs
are involved in much fewer incidents of fatal injury on the job site than workers who have not participated in
these programs (72% of construction fatalities in NYC occurred on job sites that did not participate in state
approved training and apprenticeship programs). Training, safety and opportunity for Staten Islanders must be
a part of our vision and the jobs created at publicly subsidized projects must include state approved training
and apprenticeship for our residents. This training will enable our residents to work on projects throughout the
city as they work their way through a productive, family-sustaining career.

Projects, such as the St. George Walerlront Redevelopment must provide real opportunity for local, minority
and women-owned businesses (MWBEs). Development must support the diversity and local culture that is
Staten Island. Businesses in New Brighton, Tomkinsville and Stapleton must be considered.

If we have learned only one thing from the recent devastation brought by Hurricane Sandy to our communities
in New Dorp, South Beach and Great Kills, it is that any new waterfront development must be built in a way
that is resilient and sustainable. When we look at environmental impact we must not only leok at the impact
the project will have on the environment, such as traffic and congestion, but we must also look at the impact
the environment will have on our community as a result of the project. Environmental impacts we must
consider include protecting our surrounding communities from rising sea levels, increased flooding and the
other negative impacts associated with ever increasing storms. The high traffic and population density in the
area of the ferry terminal calls for a heightened sensitivity to the new traffic that any new development will
bring.

New developments in our communities must also enhance public space by improving waterfront access and
providing much needed community space.

As the development at St. George hopes to embrace all of the economic activity that a projecied four million
tourists per year will bring, we are advocates for a brighter future for all Staten Islanders. That means the
project and its developers must embrace Staten Islanders by providing good and safe jobs, opportunities for
local businesses and MWBEs and developing in an environmentally sensible manner. We must make sure the
public investment in the St George Waterfront Redevelopment grows our middle class, strengthens our
communities and beautifies our public space.

The recent spike in down state construction and development activities gives us the opportunity to think
through and plan for the future of our great borough. From Tottenville to St. George we have a wealth of
diversity, energy and talent. We also have a vast amount of land; some of it is prime waterfront real estate.
How can we shape and mold the development that will occur on Staten Island in such a way that it supports
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ma STATEN ISLAND
Explore -Experience-Engage New York City Council Testimony - New York Wheel October 2, 2013
Good morning, City Council members. I am Henryk Behnke, Vice President for

External Affairs at the Staten Island Museum and I thank you for the opportunity to
testify in favor of the planned New York Wheel.

Let me just say, - what a fantastic idea to take advantage of the estimated 1.5 to 2
million annual tourists that ride the Staten Island Ferry each year.

We at the Staten Island Museum, which is located just two blocks from the Ferry
Terminal, have targeted these tourists for decades and used to have a ferry exhibition
and a gift shop in the old Ferry Terminal. For years, we worked with our elected
officials, the NYC Department of Transportation, and with NYC & Company to
promote Staten Island to visitors. The Museum also publishes and distributes a Ferry
Rider’s Guide that helps orient people and shows them some of Staten Island’s
attractions. All these efforts had only very limited impact.

Now, with the New York Wheel, Staten Island will finally have an attraction that gets
people “off the boat,” and puts Staten Island on the horizon! Instead of being the home
of the landfill or the Mob Wives, Staten Island will be known as “the home of the
Wheel.”

The timing could hardly be better. In the fall of 2014, the Staten Island Museum will
open Building A at Snug Harbor Cultural Center to the public. This will be a major
attraction, bringing tourists to the gorgeous campus of historic buildings, lawns and
park land.

With the New York Wheel following just a year and half later, people will be able to
spend a day on Staten Island to ride the Wheel, take in Snug Harbor, and maybe
venture out to other local attractions such as the Staten Island Zoo, Historic Richmond
Town, and the Jacques Marchais Museum of Tibetan Art.

I am pleased to share with you that the New York Wheel operators reached out to the
Staten Island Museum early on and that we are collaborating on cross-promotions.

Once all parking, transportation and labor issues have been resolved, the New York
Wheel will benefit the North Shore of Staten Island and have a huge economic impact
on local attractions, such as the Staten Island Museum and Snug Harbor Cultural
Center, restaurants and businesses.

Done right, this will be one of the greatest opportunities for Staten Island in decades.
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Testimony of Staten Island Chamber of Commerce
President & CEO - Linda M. Baran
Uniform Land Use Review Process Hearing
NYC Council Zoning and Franchises Subcommittee Hearing
October 3, 2013

Good afternoon, my name is Linda Baran, President of the Staten Island Chamber of Commerce. On behalf of the
Chamber and our 800 small business members who employ over 20,000 people, T would like to thank you for the
opportunity to address the City Council’s Zoning and Franchises Subcommittee.

The Staten Island Chamber supports the NY Wheel and Empire Outlets Projects.

For many years, Staten Island has sought new and innovative projects like the NY Wheel and Empire Qutlets in order to
kick-start economic activity and to take advantage of prime real estate along the waterfront. These projects represent
nearly $480 million dollars of sorely needed private investment on Staten Island. The NY Wheel is projected to create
approximately 350 construction jobs and 300 permanent jobs. BFC Partners, the developers of Empire Qutlets, are
expected to create 800 construction jobs and 700 permanent jobs.

They will “put Staten Island first,” by providing opportunities — yes, to local union workers, but also to our “Small
Businesses” who represent local contractors, subcontractors and WMBE certified businesses. In the wake of Hurricane
Sandy, these opportunities are desperately needed, and will offer Staten Islanders the prospect to benefit from
development happening in their community. Many of these jobs will bring increased economic activity to the St. George
area and help ignite its renaissance.

The stunning views of downtown Manhattan’s skyline have, for too long, gone underutilized, and the tourists riding the
Staten Island Ferry have not taken full advantage of all that Staten Island has to offer. The community has been clamoring
for activity and with these new development ventures, tourists and locals alike can be compelled to explore more of Staten
Island and visit many of our restaurants, shops, and cultural institutions.

Two million tourists aiready ride the free Staten Island Ferry each year, but many visitors to the newly renovated area will
come from New Jersey and other areas on Staten Island, not casily accessible by public transportation. Both developers
have committed to make it a priority to stay engaged in our community to provide infrastructure improvements, storm
resiliency, and workforce training. They have undergone numerous transportation studies and put forth their ideas to
mitigate traffic and congestion. The City must recognize the need to “step up”, as well, and invest in Staten Isiand’s
infrastructure.

At the end of the day, it must be worthwhile for the developer to proceed and the community to reap the benefits of these
projects. These projects are a wonderful opportunity, whose approval should not be jeopardized. It is imperative that the
City Council provides the right conditions for businesses to invest in our community!

The NY Wheel and Empire Outlets projects complement each other, and working in tandem, will create the best impact
for Staten Island’s North Shore. It is the position of the Chamber that these projects remained linked, and undergo a
single Uniform Land Use Review Process.

Staten Island’s economy is at a critical juncture, especially in the wake of Hurricane Sandy. In order to drive economic
growth along St. George’s underutilized waterfront, I implore the City Council to fully support the NY Wheel and Empire

TH®IEHard B. Inwin Building « 130 Bay Street « Staten Island, NY 10301 « (718) 727-1900 « (718) 727-2295 « sichamber.com
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West Brighton Community Local Development Corporation

TESTIMONY
CITY COUNCIL

OCTOBER2,2013  FORTHERECORD

Good Morning

I am Loretta Cauldwell, the Executive Director of the West Brighton Community Local
Development Corporation. The West Brighton LDC is a not for profit organization that
has been serving the West Brighton business community of Staten Island since 1981 and
in the late 90°s expanded services Staten Island wide. Our mission is to provide technical
assistance to business owners, managers, and entrepreneurs to ensure their individual
growth thereby providing sustainable economic growth on Staten Island.

MWBE Program

Through the New York City Department of Small Business Services’ the West Brighton
LDC has a Minority and Women-owned Business Enterprise (M/WBE) Program which
certifies, promotes and fosters the growth of local minority and women-owned
businesses. We thank the City Council for their continued support of this program. Our
services include one to one counseling and M/WBE certification assistance workshops.

While working with our MWBE clients we are always looking for new opportunities to
offer them. Since our yearly business conference in June, we have been working on
opportunities at the Empire Outlets and our clients have been very excited about the
possibilities.

The West Brighton LDC supports the Empire Outlet project going forward with
. economic opportunities for everyone.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak today.
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Community Board 1 covers the area of the St. George Ferry Terminal where this project is to be
located. For the past three decades, Community Board 1 has been asking New York City
Agencies to improve the area surrounding the ferry terminal to make an obvious connection
between the New York City icon and the upland neighborhood to attract tourists off the boat
and onto our Island so they can shop, eat and experience our cultural institutions.

This project will do that and more. The New York Wheel and Empire Outlets, along with
Lighthouse Pointe and Navy Pier will bring residents and jobs to the Bay Street corridor. Finally
the North Shore will return to its hay day as the hub of Staten Island.

In its vote to support this project, the body of Community Board 1 stated:

Whereas, it is extremely important that all applications are approved to utilize and develop the
St. George Waterfront to attract tourists, service community residents and be an economic
benefit to all,

Be it Hereby Resolved that: Community Board #1 approves the St. George Waterfront
Redevelopment Application Nos. C130315 ZMR, C 130317 ZSR, C130318 ZSR, C130319 PPR and
C 130320 PPR with the following conditions

A) Ali plantings are low growing to allow view corridors.

B) Both operators provide off-site parking (beyond interim construction} with shuttle
service to meet demands for all users during peak utilization.

C) Al parking rates be at existing market rate or lower and any future increase be subject
to review and approval by Community Board #1

D) Priority should be given to members of the NYC Building Trades, Staten Island
businesses, organized, unorganized, woman and minority workforce for all aspects of
construction and, include a project labor agreement with NYC Building Trades by BOTH
developers.

Be it further resolved that: 100% of the monies collected for rent by both projects by the New
York City Economic Development Corporation be used to fund and maintain the following
improvements:

1. Smart Lights throughout the corridor from Bay Street Landing/Richmond Terrace
Corridor and its feeder roads; Victory Blvd., Jersey Street, Nicholas Street, Bank Street,
Hill Street, Wall Street etc.

2. Widen and reconfigure Richmond Terrace including a bike lane.

3. Both Developers widen Bank Street from Richmond Terrace including a bike lane (Per
FDNY)

4. 24 hour 7-day a week ¥ hour Ferry Service

5. Create and secure a continuous coastal restoration and protection along the north and
east shore from Ft. Wadsworth to the Goethals Bridge.

6. The North Shore Greenway Trail — Fully funded and completed from Ft. Wadsworth to
the Goethals Bridge, to include safe and secure waterfront access, pathways, lighting
benches, signage etc.

7. Fixing the promenade at Bay Street Landing — Removal of all the pilings from Hurricane
Sandy, restoration and protection.

8. An HOV lane that would accommodate a north shore rubber wheel trolley along
Richmond Terrace to the Bayonne Bridge
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My name is Michael Harwood, and I reside on Saint Marks Place in Saint George, Staten
Island. I have lived on that street, in two ditferent houses, for over 23 years. [ also own another
home in Saint George that has 5 rental apartments. And [ am a member of the St. George Civic

Association.

When we first moved to Staten Island, St. George still had vacant, nearly abandoned

- apartment buildings, vacant lots, and parking lots at the ferry terminal that were unpaved and had

been used as waste areas for the industrial trains that used to travel through that area. But Bay
Street out to the Verrazano was lined with antique stores that were a magnet for shoppers from
other parts of the Island. For many years, we have heard about St. George being a natural area
for organic development and that change was just around the corner. And over the years, we saw
the proposed Navy Homeport cause rampant speculation that killed the small shops on Bay
Street, which have never fully come back after the Homeport thankfully died. And we have seen
the St. George Gardens apartment complex on St. Marks Place go from a vacant FDIC
foreclosure into a 300+ unit rental facility and the closing of the CSI campus and the opening
and closing of a Fish’s Eddy store on Bay Street and the construction of three multi-story condo
buildings whose owner went bankrupt before he could complete them, and the construction of a
courthouse that is attractive but blocks our views of the Verrazano Bridge, and the extreme
overcrowding of Curtis High School, and the down zoning of our neighborhood over 10 years
ago followed by the up zoning about 5 years ago. And many other fits and starts in an area that
in Brooklyn or Queens would have been a magnet for a variety of mixed development and true

organic growth like Red Hook and Willitamsburg and Astoria and Greenpoint.

16782013 8:39 PM



2730150v1

And there are two primary reasons why so much has happened and so little has changed.
A complete lack of follow through on intelligently planned development, and a lack of adequate
transportation. Most of us in St. George are tired of waiting for the kind of organic growth that
complements new residents with new businesses. It is time for something both dramatic and
usetul in our neighborhood. Certainly the New York Wheel brings drama but it also brings
something we haven’t had enough of: waterfront access and open parkland. The Yankees minor
league stadium served two purposes in addition to bringing family entertainment. It largely
protected the view corridors through design cooperation with local residents -- and by taking up
space that otherwise might have gotten a wall of high rise apartment buildings, and it cleaned up
the dirt parking lots and gave us a beautiful waterfront promenade. But the promenade has only
limited access points and the isolation can be frightening particularly for women out at night.
The Wheel will give us a platform over the train tracks and several direct access points to the
waterfront in addition to its own lawn and playground. So even for those of us who have no
interest or ability to spend upwards of $40 to ride 65 stories in the air, we get a significant
amusement free and open to the public. And one that will encourage restaurant and retail of its

own along the Richmond Terrace waterfront.

The Outlet Mall will also bring something to the area that we have never had. Shopping.
[t was only several months ago that we got our first supermarket in the neighborhood. We have
to travel either by car to the middle of the [sland for any retail variety or into Manhattan or —
excuse me for saying so — New Jersey for shopping. The design by Shop Architects is right for
the neighborhood, adding a boulevard design that preserves view corridors as much as possible

and also adds to the waterfront access. And we hope that Shop and the developers will continue

10/12013 8:39 PM
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Finally, as to jobs, I am a big supporter of unions and I urge BFC Partners and the unions
to work out some arrangement. But the construction jobs are only temporary and do not largely
come from Saint George. On the other hand, the retail and hotel jobs wili largely be filled by
current and new residents of our neighborhood for many years to come and [ ask that we not lose

sight of that. And those can and should be union jobs as well.

I support these applications but ONLY if the increased SI Ferry bill is passed and if real

transportation improvements are begun now,

Michael C. Harwood
103 Saint Marks Place
Staten Island, NY 10301

2736150v1
107172013 8:39 PM



MOTION: Observation wheel, hotel, catering facility, outlets.

Whereas, it is extremely important that all applications are approved to utilize and develop the St.
George Waterfront to attract tourists, service community residents and be an economic benefit to all,

Be it Hereby Resolved that: Community Board #1 approves the St. George Waterfront Redevelopment
Application Nos, C130315 ZMR, € 130317 ZSR, C130318 ZSR, €C130319 PPR and C 130320 PPR with the

following conditions

A} All plantings are low growing to allow view corridors.

B) Both operators provide off-site parking {beyond interim construction) with shuttle service to
meet demands for all users during peak utilization.

C) All parking rates be at existing market rate or lower and any future increase be subject to
review and approval by Community Board #1

D) Priority should be given to members of the NYC Building Trades, Staten Island businesses,
organized, unorganized, woman and minority workforce for all aspects of construction and,
include a project labor agreement with NYC Building Trades by BOTH developers.

Be it further resolved that: 100% of the monies collected for rent by both projects by the New York City
Economic Development Cerporation be used to fund and maintain the following improvements:

1. Smart Lights throughout the corridor from Bay Street Landing/Richmond Terrace Corridor and

its feeder roads; Victory Blvd., Jersey Street, Nicholas Street, Bank Street, Hill Street, Wall

Street etc.

Widen and recenfigure Richmond Terrace including a bike lane.

Both Developers widen Bank Street from Richmond Terrace including a bike lane (Per FDNY)

24 hour 7-day a week % hour Ferry Service

Create and secure a continuous coastal restoration and protection along the north and east

shore from Ft. Wadsworth to the Goethals Bridge.

6. The North Shore Greenway Trail - Fully funded and completed from Ft. Wadsworth to the
Goethals Bridge, to include safe and secure waterfront access, pathways, lighting benches,

1k wN

signage etc.

7. Fixing the promenade at Bay Street Landing — Removal of all the pilings from Hurricane Sandy,
restoration and protection.

8. An HOV lane that would accommodate a north shore rubber wheel trolley along Richmond
Terrace to the Bayonne Bridge

9. Improve the 5t George Ferry Terminal circulation by having all riders disembark through the
north side of the terminal during the hours of 10am and 4pm daily so that the separation of
tourists from commuters can occur easily with tourists being drawn to the north through the
glass doors leading to the Empire Outlets/Wheel/Promenade and commuters being drawn south
toward public transportation options.

10. Improve the St. George Ferry Kiss and Ride St. George Ferry Terminal by removing the fence,
security booths and ferry worker parking and placing a sidewalk with security bollards and
planting within a 15 foot buffer surrounding the ferry maintenance facility and also build a
sidewalk connecting the existing sidewalk that is cut off by the current security fence that
encompasses a private parking lot and the Ferry Maintenance Facility. That sidewalk should
continue through the property and into the former Coast Guard/Triangle Equities Site to



il.

12.

connect with the Bay Street Landing Promenade. This sidewalk should have lighting, seating,
planting and security bollards (especially as it passes the Ferry Maintenance Facility) in order to
provide a double layer of protection. What was once private parking for Ferry Maintenance
Facility should then be used as public parking space. All security booths should remain within
the 15 foot buffer for the Ferry Maintenance Facility. Signage should be installed encouraging
visitars to see the public plaza and fishing pier and other attractions that will come with the
development of the former Coast Guard/Triangle Equities site.

Deck over the remaining parking lot and train tracks adjacent to the bus ramps to create more
public access and space and,

Provide a {Kiosk) for Department of Cultural Affairs to encourage use of and access to Staten
Istand Cultural and recreational institutions (Snug Harbor Culturat Center Staten Island Institute

of Arts and Sciences, Sl Zoo, Etc.)

Motion passed 25-1-0 {3 ineligible}
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Staten Island Branch #2227
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOFPLE
Post Office Box No. 141064, Staten Island, New York 103140005
Telephone: 718-727-8007 Founded 1925

October 2, 2013
Dear New York City Council Members:

Thank you for allowing me a few minutes to speak on the New York Wheel and Empire Outlets
project to be developed in the St. George Section of Staten Island.

GOOD JOBS:

Economic development, especially projects where the city and /or state have a stake, should provide
pathways to good middle class careers. This Development should make a commitment to the creation
and continuance of careers that afford good family sustaining wages, health care benefits and
retirement security. This project should help our community to grow and flourish. This cannot be
accomplished through dead end and low wage jobs.

Frequently, low paying jobs create the foundation for a life of crime.

TRAFFIC AND PARKING:
Ample parking must be provided by the developers to accommodate all of the vehicles that will be

utilizing these facilities. A comprehensive traffic plan must be in place to assure that our North Shore
does not become overly congested. The volume of traffic generated by the some 80 outlet stores could

be over whelming unless a real traffic plan is in place.

EDUCATION AND TRAINING:

In arder for our workers to sustain good middle ciass careers we must use contractors and employers
who participate in state certified and approved apprenticeship and training programs. As industries
grow and change our workforce will need to do the same. Employers who do not participate in time
tested state approved programs with a history of successful graduates should not be considered. The
availability of continuing education is critical to meet the demands of a fast changing world.

HEALTH AND SAFETY:

Recent OSHA statistics show that 72% of construction fatalities in NYC in 2012 occurred on sites where
employers did not participate in state certified apprenticeship programs. Staten Islanders should not be
pushed into harms way, like second class citizens due to employers placing profits over people. These
must be guarantees that employers will participate in State approved apprenticeship and training
programs. Qur workers are worth every ounce of health and safety measures that can be provided for

them.

Thank you
ward C Josey 5‘“7

Presadent of the S Branch NAACP
Email: dorled2@aol.com;
Cell: 718-608-4847




& Snug Harbor
§ Culturat Center &
—==—==a Botanical Garden
Testimony to the City Council Subcommittee on Zoning & Franchises
October 2, 2013, 11:00 AM
ULURP Application Numbers C130315ZMR, C130318ZSR, C130319PPR & C1303202PPR
TESTIMONY from LYNN KELLY, CEO & President

Thank you to the City Council Subcommittee on Zoning & Franchises for allowing me the
chance to testify today on the ULURP applications relating to the redevelopment of the St.
George waterfront.

My name is Lynn Kelly and 1 am the CEO & President of Snhug Harbor Cultural Center &
Botanical Garden, the proposed development’s neighbor only a half mile to the west. | am
here today in support of ULURP applications before you today as proposed by NY Wheel and
BFC Partners/Harbor Commons.

I am a native Staten Islander and | have never before seen this level of private investment -
over $480M —in my borough. Simply put, this is a once in a lifetime chance for significant
economic development in Staten Island. This is our opportunity to no longer be referred to
“the forgotten borough” but instead rise to the occasion and welcome this unprecedented
level of investment in our community. But we need your help to approve the entirety, not
parts of this ULURP in order to get there.

These projects will help define the future for the North Shore waterfront from Snug Harbor to
Alice Austen House and the many businesses in between. Snug Harbor seeks ta be the cultural
anchor to the west much in the way the NY Aguarium was the anchor to the revitalization of
Coney Island’s waterfront. If Snug Harbor is able to capture even 10% of the estimated 4.5M
annual visitors to the wheel, that would result in a 83% increase in annual visitation to our
campus. This benefits all of the cultural organizations on our site and raises the profile of our
institutions to an international level.

As a business and community leader, | thank the City and the developers, NY Wheei and BFC
Partners for having the vision and the endurance to launch such an ambitious project in my
home borough. Staten Island’s North Shore is in desperate need of investment and these
projects together will be the spark to ignite the revitalization of the North Shore and ensure
the economic sustainability of this community for the rest of us who have struggled for so
long. We need the City Council to recognize this unique opportunity for Staten Island, with an
affirmative vote today, for | fear it will not come again.

In summary, the NY Wheel and Harbor Commons is long overdue for Staten Island and is the
shot in the arm we need — for public / private investment, job generation, waterfront access
and the future sustainability of our community. The Council has the power, right now, to seal
Staten Isfand’s fate in a positive way. Please approve this ULURP and ensure the economic
prosperity of future generations of Staten Island, but more importantly, so that Staten Island
may NEVER be refer to as the ‘forgotten borough’ again. Thank you.
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St. George Civic Association
Post Office Box 987
Staten Island, NY 10301

At a duly held meeting of the membership of the St. George Civic Association on May 30, 2013, the
following resolution was adopted:

The St. George Civic Association (SGCA) supports the waterfront developments — the North Site New
York Observation Wheel (Wheel) and the South site Empire Outlets Retail Development (Outlets) -

- contingent on mitigation of some of the unfavorable impacts the developments would have on the
community.

(1) The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DE!S) fails to meet concerns regarding traffic
management. The DEIS leaves some of the traffic issues as unmitigated and others as resolved
by changing the timing of traffic lights and adding turn lanes. We feel that these solutions do
not adequately address the increased traffic that will result along Richmond Terrace, Bay Street
and other secondary streets. Traffic issues must be addressed by using Front Streetas a viabhle
alternative to Bay Street; providing off-site parking along Front Street orin other areas and
providing shuttle buses to the Wheel and Empire Outlets. DOT needs to investigate the
feasibility of increasing the lanes along Richmond Terrace, Bay Street, and Front Street.

(2) Staten Island public transportation needs to be enhanced by restoring the North Shore Rail
Road or using the North Shore Rail Road right of way as a dedicated bus roadway.

(3) The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) fails to meet concerns regarding overcrowded
ferry service and increased ferry loading times. This can only be mitigated by increased ferry
service including the guarantee of at least half hour service provided 24 hours, seven days per
week.

(4) The proposed hotel, although improved in its orientation from earlier plans, still remains out of
scale with the waterfront. The hotel should be made lower and Ionger to reduce its height.
Additional entrances and elevators could be developed to reduce the amount of walking
required by guests.

The SGCA welcomes responsible development of our waterfront areas, especially those that integrate
with the neighborhood and provide both access and waterfront views from along Richmond Terrace.
SGCA supports the concept of the Wheel and the Outlets and the prospects of the existing parking lots
being turned into amenities attractive to visitors as well as the local community.

" If adequate provisions are made for our traffic, public transportation, ferry service, and quality of life
concerns, the St. George Civic Association can support these developments. If in the Final
Environmental Impact Statement these concerns are not adequately provided for, SGCA will be unable
to provide support for the developments.



Frizzi Linck Rama Chorpash

97 St. Marks Place

Staten Island,

NY 10301

Ph: 917-710-4148
g-mail: frizzi_linck@me.com

Dear City Council,

My husband and | are homeowners in the landmarked district in St. George. We
purchased our home and moved here 9 years ago with the expectation and hope
that the city and private investors will in the future invest like us in our neglected
neighborhood; particularly also along our water front.

We welcome and are in full support of BOTH of the waterfront developments.
Both the New York Wheel and the Empire Outlets will greatly enhance the charm
and the amenities in our neighborhood. These developments stand to revitalize
our entire community from businesses to housing real estate, and will certainly
bring new residents to our area which we believe may in the future bring better
schools for our daughter and more heaith care facilities.

We are extremely concerned as we have only in the last week learned that you
are considering separating the two projects short notice. This comes as a
surprise and a shock as we have all supported the projects as ONE project as
you had required thus far. We are against separating the projects and we
support moving forward with them as ONE project.

It is our understanding that you may not be support of one of the projects
because of it not using 100% union labor and other issues. While we understand
we do not share your concern, it is a paramount importance that both projects
move forward for their mutual success: The Union construction jobs are only for
the construction period, and many of those workers will not come from our
neighborhood anyway. However, the projects will bring decades of jobs to local
residents and this trumps all other concerns. The longterm benefits of the
projects may last us into the next century!!l We should not be concerned with the
construction phase only but have foresight of the benefits for the longterm!

Without the projects working in tandem we have great concern around the
project's economic success, We are looking forward to the many amenities the
outlet mall, the hotel will offer. we are tired of driving to the south shore of staten
island or even worse for our economy New Jersey.

S &
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unique program requirements, and always with a determined
eye to designing a waterfront landmark for the North Shore.
The adjacency of critical infrastructure and the lack of
convenient access to the waterfront required us to commit to
costly interventions and public infrastructure improvements
that will result in a project that seamlessly integrates and
connects Empire Outlets with upland St. George, a new
waterfront esplanade and the Ferry Terminal. Empire Outlets
is a 1,000,000+ SF project that includes a series of retail
structures arranged around a unique urban grid of pedestrian
blvds and public plazas. The site is currently used for surface .
parking and can accommodate 786 cars. That lot will be
replaced with a 500,000 SF parking structure for 1250 cars.
The Center also includes a hotel and an elevated food and

beverage deck.

The project design incorporates storm resiliency measures that
will help to fortify the Center and play a crucial role in the
hardening of critical North Shore infrastructure components
including the Ferry Terminal and SIRTOA Control Center.
Our plans call for the construction of a retaining wall and
elevated esplanade at the waterfront, which will be at least 1ft

above Advisory Base Flood Elevations (ABFE) that will protect



against the intrusion of flood waters and storm surge. The
majority of retail space, approximately 92%, is programmed at
elevations 15ft above the Flood Elevation Plain, with all critical
mechanical systems, including the back-up generators and the
electric substation at 20ft and above. These measures offer
practical solutions to complex problems. In addition to the
resiliency measures we’ve incorporated, the MTA and NYC
DOT have required that we make a series of developer-funded
improvements to their installations that will result in a much

improved transit support facility.

Vehicular access into the site will be expanded by the addition
of a third lane on the Wall Street Ramp where two separate
entrances to the parking garage will be located. We have
dedicated 786 parking spaces in the Garage for commuter
~parking. The commuter experience will be enhanced by
Aparking in a weather-protected structure with convenient
access to the Ferry Terminal. The new garage structure and
adjacent infrastructure improvements will be made at a cost of
approximately $50mm, or 30% of our entire hard cost budget.
During the construction period we have secured a series of
nearby temporary parking lots that will be available to

commuters with a dedicated, handicap-accessible shuttle



service. We worked closely with CM Rose to address her
concern that commuter parking not be interrupted and that
the temporary parking plan focus primarily on customer
convenience. In addition to the Shuttle Service, the temporary
lots are either within walking distance of the Terminal or
adjacent to a SIRTOA station. The cost of the temporary

commuter parking will be consistent with the current pricing.

Empire Outlet will offer a unique shopping experience for New
Yorkers and tourists alike. It will be the first and only outlet
center in NYC. As it now stands, New Yorkers and Staten
Islanders need to drive west to NJ or north to upstate NY in
order to enjoy an outlet shopping experience. Not only is this
inconvenient, but the City loses the direct and indirect
economic impacts of the consumer spending as well as
additional sales tax revenue. Empire Qutlets will enable NYC
to recapture that economic activity. But in order to do so
Empire Outlets must be competitive with other regional
centers. Empire Outlets will be occupied by well known,
nationally recognized tenants, covering a wide range of retail
demand. Visitors will enjoy access to exclusive brand names,
as well as affordable quality apparel retailers that are found in

other leading outlet centers across the country. Tenant
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commercial and civic centers of St. George. The impact of
Hurricane Sandy left Stateh Island and many of its
neighborhoods struggling to recover. The Empire Outlet
Project is a well-timed catalyst that will trigger the
transformation of the North Shore and position Staten Island
for sustained growth into the foreseeable future. This project,
along with the NY Wheel, Richmond County Bank Ballpark
and the 9/11 Postcards Memorial will transform the waterfront
adjacent to the SI Ferry Terminal into a thriving and vibrant
gateway to St. George and the greater North Shore Staten
Island communities. The potential impact of Empire Outlets
on the local economy, one currently defined by high
unemployment and struggling small businesses, is unmatched
by any projects or economic development efforts underway or

contemplated for the North Shore.

Empire Outlets is a $260mm project that will be a dynamic
economic engine for the North Shore, benefiting its residents,
businesses, cultural and community organizations. The project
will generate over 1000 construction jobs and over 1000
permanent jobs. Since the Center will be home o as many as
125 separate stores, the number of management and career

path job opportunities will be significant. We are projecting



that 25-30% of all permanent jobs will be management or
supervisory positions. Having worked and invested in the
North Shore for years, and in response to the broad spectrum
of economic needs clearly expressed to us in public hearings
and many meetings with local organizations and residents, we
have proposed an employment model that seeks to respond to

these needs.

That plan includes the hiring and training of North Shore
residents in the construction trades through the Building Skills
NY Program, with an emphasis on green building methods, an
early and sustained outreach to the local subcontractor sector
and MWBE business community, a PLA for the site
improvenient work with an estimated value of $25mm, and the
creation of a pool of job-ready local residents from which our
retail tenants will recruit for the 1000+ permanent jobs that
the project will generate. In addition to addressing the needs
of the community, we believe that this plan is consistent with
the CB1 recommendations that accompanied their approval of

this ULURP

Beyond the immediate local benefits the project offers, New

York City will recapture hundreds of millions in lost spending,



real estate taxes, sales tax revenue, and payroll tax revenue
from the 1000+ new permanent jobs; All of this revenue is
currently being lost to other municipalities in the tri-state
region. Our $35bn tourism industry is one of the City’s major
economic generators and with Empire Outlet and the NY
Wheel in place on the North Shore of Staten Island, we will fill
a void in the tourism experience not currently met in NYC,
virtually insuring that nearly every NYC visitor can spend
their time and money in NYC, without ever venturing outside
of the City. Today I am asking you take a long view at the
numerous benefits that Empire Qutlets brings to the City and,
especially to Staten Island, a NYC Borough that hasn’t seen
near as much investment and new development as the City’s
four other Boroughs. As you consider and weigh the relative
merits of this project, please lead with a visionary perspective
that can result in transforming the lives and prospects for

hundreds of thousands of New Yorkers.
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Staten Island Community Board | expressed strong concerns for the following issues, which we

share:

L.

Local hiring. We support giving Staten Island residents priority for the permanent jobs
created on this project. Staten Island residents should have access to good jobs that
provide family sustaining wages, health insurance and retirement benefits. Unfortunately
BFC has made no such commitment to good jobs for local residents.

Opportunity for minority and women owned businesses. There are experienced,
responsible minoerity and women owned business that should have the opportunity to
compete for work on the St. George Waterfront Revitalization project.

Mature labor relations. Developers and employers who have a track record of resolving
labor relations issues through negotiations and mutual respect bring the added value of
uninterrupted construction and operations, increased safety awareness and safety
practices. Workers whose voices are listened to, who are paid decent wages and benefits
feel far more invested in the success of the project than those who are disrespected,
underpaid and forced to work in unsafe conditions. Unfortunately, BFC has made no
commitment to use coniractors or subcontractors with mature labor relations practices.

Traffic mitigation. The more than 3,000 members of 32B] who live on Staten Island share
the concerns about congestion whether they drive, take the bus or ride a bike. Without
additional improvements in the design, this project will make a difficult traffic situation far
worse particularly in light of the various construction projects taking place on the Island.

For all of these reasons, we urge the City Council not to approve this project.

Thank you.

Thttp://www.nycedc.com/press-release/mayor-bloomberg-unveils-plans-build-worlds-tallest-ferris-wheel-and-retail-outlet
il hitp:/ /www.nytimes.com/2013/09/19/nyregion/poverty-rate-in-city-rises-to-21-2.html?_r=0
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My name is Hans Von Rittern, born raised in Queens, licensed tour guide of 8 years. | have been
hired by Harlem Spirituals Tour company to take European tourists on a 5-1/2 hour tour of
Brooklyn. They marvel at the view from Fulton Ferry and thank me, they love Park Slope bagels
and Coney island puts a smile on their faces. The endpoint of the tour is supposed to be hipster
Williamsburg. / chose nof to do that and end my tour at 5 Pointz as a surprise. When | get back
onto the bus, each and EVERY single time they burst out into spontaneous cheers and applause
saying “THIS is highlight of the New York tour”!

| take tourists on “art tours” of galleries and or museums. When they reach MOMA’s PS1 they
are bored and unmoved by the art. | say “come with me” and lead them to 5 Pointz and { always
have trouble getting them back into our vehicle. This is an untapped rich resource that needs
imagination of design and investment, NOT a quick buck, another mirror glass box and then get
- the hell out of there as fast a possibie.

There are 2 ways to make money: The quick bang fix and run - or, the wise investment - for
perpetual monetary return on your investment of restoring the building and let the artists go hog
wild on the interior. Hipsters will kill for a graffiti-ed loft, stores would love the unmatched
ambience and above all, CHARGE FOR THE ADMISSION INTO THE BUILDING AS A FULLY
FLEDGED MUSEUM.

Not a museum because it’s not “art” as some politicians like my councilmember will say?

May | remind you:

Toulouse L’autrec was considered street art and torn off the walls, today his street posters are
considered the finest examples of classic art.

Matisse was dismissed as “scribble,”

Picasso was considered a crackpot for putting a woman's nose where her ear ought to be
Warhol not taken seriously at all, soup cans as art?! Own one today and it's worth millions.
Keith Harring used to graffiti at my subway station, | watched him get arrested. Today he hangs
in MOMA and the cathedral of St. John The Divine.

Basquiat - was looked down upon as wanna be street artist. His work is now in the major
museums around the world.

And - on another note today CBGB’s is nothing but a t-shirt.

Yes, | fully realize this is pot what the building was intended to become, but it has, it has become
bigger than what you realize.

So who are YOU - to say this is not “art” and therefore not worth saving and investing in?

I should think greed alone wouid take over and try to save it.

Don't have your names forever associated with the destruction of this building so all of you can
make a “fast buck” rather than a wise “invested buck.”

Look back, which one of you doesn’t wish they owned a Warhol soup can now?

Well - you have dozens of them, right here in front of you.

Just because it is relatively new does not make it less refevant art.

Remember all the fools that said the same of Lautrec, Warhol, Harring and Basquiat.

Will you be the same short sighted fools?
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Mister Chair, Commissioners, thank you for the op;

I am here to express Service Employees Internatio]

for the proposed SPointz redevelopment project, o
janitors, doormen and security officers who live an

This project presents an important opportunity for |

neighborhood to see more permanent jobs in the g
provide access to quality, affordable family healthq
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community and others across the city need, if New
ordinary people can raise families, succeed and gs
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hiring practices with high-quality jobs, G&M Realty
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rich history of the site. If the project moves forwar
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the street.
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workers to care for their families and thrive in our
well into the future. Right now in our city and count]
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as 21% of New Yorkers — more than one out of fiv

time, the cost of living is continuing to increase. Fi
pay over 30% of their income in rent. With so man
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For these reasons, we urge the City Council to apy’
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AIA New York Ghapter

Testimony before the
Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises
on the ADAPT NYC Application (L.U. No. 936 and 937)
October 2, 2013

On behalf of the AIA New York Chapter and its nearly 5,000 architect and
associate members here in New York, I am pleased to offer testimony in support of
the adAPT NYC ULURP application and to speak of the need for housing units
that address the changing demographics in our city. The adAPT competition and
the micro-units that will result from its vibrant exchange of ideas is commendable
and replicable. Many good solutions resuited from the initiative led by the Mayor’s
Office, the Department of City Planning and the Department of Housing
Preservation and Development. The winning proposal, by nArchitects, benefits
from clarity of unit composition augmented by clear ideas about modular
construction technology.

We’ve previously stated publically that the AIA New York Chapter supports the
adAPT initiative because of its potential to more nimbly provide space for the
growing number of young and creative individuals looking to move to our city or
remain here. High quality apartments of small size can be provided in all five
boroughs, units that meet the demand of a growing population for whom location,
value and design matter. The City’s new micro-unit housing competition was
announced by Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg last year at the AIANY’s Center for
Architecture. To demonstrate the potential of a change in the minimum housing
unit size, a 300 square foot apartment was delineated by bright yellow tape on the
floor of the Center’s Tafel Hall.

The discussion at the Museum of the City of New York’s wonderful exhibition has
focused on how a smaller unit might attract and retain recent graduates and those
Jjust entering the city’s job market. The AIANY’s Committee on Design for Aging,
has also suggested the value of smaller units to an aging population for which the
micro-unit may be right-sized. Whether for the young or less-young, the
advantages of smaller units in a growing, high-density city is evident. Good
examples exist worldwide.

At present only 17% of New Yorkers [ive in a household with two parents and a
child under the age of 25. Current zoning does not permit the creation of smaller
units that meet current needs of both an aging population and a radically increasing
number of recent graduates seeking their first job and apartment in the City. We
urge the New York City Council’s Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises to vote
in favor of these applications to encourage studios, micro-units, shared units and
accessory units.

Respectfully submitted,

F
ick Bell, FAIA
Executive Director
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TESTIMONY BEFORE THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON ZONING AND FRAT
THE NEW YORK CITY COUNCIL

JESSICA WALKER
VICE PRESIDENT, GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2013

The Partnership for New York City represents the city’s business leadership
private sector employers. We strongly support the adAPT NYC model ¢
- develop apartments that accommodate New York City’s changing demograp,
affordable housing options.

The Parinership recently published the NYC Jobs Blueprint (www.NYCJobsBIy
which employers, both large and small, identify rising housing costs as a ma
job creation in the city and as the biggest threat to the goal of maintaining a 1
class.

Housing demands in the city are changing, New York City currently has aj
million studios and one-bedroom units to accommodate some 1.8 million
person households, a clear mismatch of supply and demand in the hc

According to the 2010 Census, the growth rates of the one- and two-pers
populations (3.4% and 6.2%, respectively) exceed the 0.4% growth rate of h¢
three or more people, a trend that will continue in the future. Only 16% of
made up of “traditional” family units, while 33% are single person househo
City is also the most expensive city in the country with a cost of living 87% 1,
national average. This is largely due to high rents which make up 50% of th
living. The city’s growing population will worsen this lack of affordability a:
number of people bid on a limited supply of housing units.

High rents reflect the shortage of housing options in New York City. Alm
middle class cannot afford the median rent, causing many to relocate out of

uriits are an obvious and important housing option that would enable many 1
live in the city at an affordable rate. We urge your approval of the adAPT NY(
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New York State Office of Parks Recreation, Recreation and Historic Preservation
Comments to the New York City Council
Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises

on the Proposed Staten Island Charleston Mixed-Usée Development Project

October 2, 2013

-

Good Morning. My name is Chip Place from New York State Parks and | welcome the
opportunity to comment on the proposed Charleston Mixed-Use Development Project.

The 260 acre Clay Pit Ponds State Park Preserve adjoins the proposed Charleston project to the -
northeast. The Preserve is a State DEC Bird Conservation Area and one of Audubon’s nine
Important Bird Areas in New York City. Among other treasured features, it hosts two unigque
state significant natural resource communities.

When first established in the early 1970’s Clay Pit was part of a much larger forest system. Such
unbroken forest systems are critical to maintaining diverse habitat. Over the last twenty years
that forest system has shrunk substantially in the face of suburban type development sprawl.
Today Clay Pit exists almost by itself without supporting open space. The Charleston project
would eliminate a last, key link.

In particular, the project’s environmental impact statement reveals two major impacts that are
critically damaging to the Preserve and its greater environment.

1. The project would convert paper Englewood Avenue from a bucolic Preserve horse trail
to a four lane city street cutting through regulated wetland areas, the'significant Maple
Sweetgum Swamp, 319 trees and an archeological site. Most harmfully, it would
bifurcate the Preserve from the 20 acre city wetland Conservation Area immediately to
the south. Such devastating fragmentation of fragile ecosystems cannot be mitigated.

2. The project also needlessly fractures open space by relocating the new city park. A
major 2003 city plan logically located Fairview Park along Englewood to join with Clay Pit
and the Conservation Area open space. The new plan instead locates senior housing and
a school along Englewood and shifts the city park south to an existing four lane
commercial street. Sound planning would have suggested an alternative that accessed
all the active uses from the existing four lane street instead of building a new four lane
Englewood Avenue through important natural resources. .



State Parks have proven to be important, direct, economic development catalysts throughout
New Yorlk City. Destreying the natural resources protected by parks does not help economic

development. It denigrates communlty character. There is a better way to plan than as shown
by the proposed Charleston project.

Thank you

Submitted by:

Charles H. Place, Director of Regional Capital Facilities and Planning
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Via E Mail
August 9, 2013

Robert R. Kulikowski, Ph.D, Assistant to the Mayor '
Office of the Deputy Mayor for Economic Development, Lead Agency
100 Gold Street 2™ Floor -
New York, NY

Re: Draft Environmental Impact Statement —
Charleston Mixed-Use Development (Project)

Dear Dr. Kulikowski: ' ’

Please be advised that this office does not have a record of receiving a public hearing notice
of the above action. Kindly accept this letter as comments on the DEIS, -

Having raised substantive concerns regarding the potential impacts of the proposed action on
Clay Pit Ponds State Park Preserve during the scoping session, State Parks was gratified to
see those concerns more thoroughly addressed in the Charleston project DEIS.

Most specifically, the DEIS very cleatly points out the natural value of the Englewood
Avenue right of way and the significant impacts of extending Englewood out to Veterans
Road West. It would appear that none of the impacts on Englewood are readily mitigated and
that the only way to minimize the impacts of the proposed development to the maximum
extent practicable would be to stop Englewood at the proposed paper Kent St. as described in
the Shortened Englewood Avenue Alternative contained in section 3.0 of the DEIS, with
further consideration required of the proposed emergency access. The specific impacts
include: '



Bifurcation of fauna habitat from the Preserve to the conservatics :rcs.

- A previously unidentified significant archacological site adjoiningz Englewoy
south which may spill over to the right of way itself. f

3. The destruction of 319 trees over 6 inches in diameter, including State-listec
maple sweetgum swamp habitat. *

4. The destruction of 0.7 acres of state and federally regulated wetlands.

5. The loss of a bucolic State Park recreation trail.

[N I

The above impacts are not just specific to the area destroyed by the road constructic
cumulative to the function of the rapidly dissipating forest ecosystem on Staten Isla

More broadly, the DEIS makes clear that the' proposed development will have adver

environmental impacts on the Preserve ecosystem generally, especially in locating t

and housing adjacent to the Preserve. State Parks had asked that the DEIS consider .

redesign alternative that instead locates the proposed Fairview Park adjacent to the ]
as had been proposed in the EAS CEQR # 04DPROOSR. It remains unclear why suc;
alternative is not viable with the more intensive uses accessed from fhe loop road tl
surrounding the Bricktown development. In addition, the DEIS points out real impa

archeological sites and natural resources on the main development site that are not n
or avoided through efforts to redesign the project.

- Director of Regional Caﬁital Facilities and Planning

CC:

NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
Council Member Vincent Ignizio

Senator Andrew J. Lanza

Assemblyman Joseph Borelli
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Via FedEx
December 20, 2012

Robert R. Kulikowski, Ph.D, Assistant to the Mayor

Office of the Deputy Mayor for Economic Development, Lead Agency
100 Gold Street 2 Floor

New York, NY

Re: Draft Scope of Work for an Environmental Impact Statement —
Charleston Mixed-Use Development (Project)

Dear Dr. Kulikowski:

Following are the comments of the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic
Prescrvation (State Parks) on the Draft Scope referenced above.

The proposed action occurs south and southwest of Clay Pit Ponds State Park Preserve
(Preserve). A State Park Preserve represents the highest level of environmental projection for
a State Park as described below in the Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation Law

(Section 20.01):

With the loss of natural areas through development, there is a critical
need for the creation of a new designation of park land containing
wildlife, flora, scenic, historical and archeologlcal sites that are unique
and rare in New York state. The commissioner may designate a
system of park preserves to assure the protection of this heritage for

future generations.

Furthermore, there is a need to create an additional park designation,
to be known as park preservation areas, to identify and conserve
portions of state parks, parkways, historic sites and recreational
facilities that, although the entire facility does not qualify as a park
preserve, nonetheless possess outstanding ecological values, including
assemblages of flora and fauna that are unique or rare in the state. The
commissioner may designate a system of park preservation areas to



