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Testimony by New York State Senator Jose M. Serrano
Before the New York City Council Subcommittee on Landmarks
Regarding the Proposed West End-Collegiate Historic District Extension

Weliaite:

September 16, 2013

Thank you for providing me with the opportunity to testify before all of you here today. My name
is Jose M. Serrano. I am the State Senator for the 29t Senate District which encompasses a part
of the Upper West Side of Manhattan. In particular, my district represents a portion of the West
End-Collegiate Historic District which is the subject of today’s hearing.

Throughout my career in public office I have fought to preserve and enhance the cultural and
artistic significance of our great city. The architectural wonders that we see in the buildings on
the Upper West Side are part of our cultural fabric, and we owe it to the community, as well as
future generations to preserve them. Therefore, I would like to express my full support of the
Landmarks Preservation Commission's decision to extend the historic district on the Upper West
Side, and I respectfully urge that decision be reaffirmed here today by the City Council’s
subcommittee.

As I am sure you are aware, the extension of the historic district has long been desired by
preservationists, community advocates, community members and elected officials alike. A recent
study of the area in question was conducted by Andrew Dolkart, a leading architectural historian
and Director of Columbia University s Historic Preservation Program, Mr. Dolkart concluded
that the area’s buildings have unique architectural and historical merit. If we do not act to protect
- the Upper West Side, the unique architectural and historical merit will be lost to the real estate
market which will seek to develop and completely alter the landscape of the area. In fact, we have
already seen a significant amount of development in and around the area in question. For
instance, Neo-Renaissance row houses at 732 and 734 West End Avenue have been demolished,
and the site’s owner has obtained a permit from the Department of Buildings to construct a large
residential building that will alter the aesthetic character of the neighborhood. If such
development is continually left unchecked, the entire character of the neighborhood will be
transformed from its current historical state into something much different—and much less
unique. We cannot allow this to happen, we must protect the cultural and historical significance
that is so ingrained in the Upper West Side. Therefore, it is essential that the City Council act now
and designate the West End-Collegiate Historic District Extension in its entirety. Thank you for
your consideration of my comments.
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Testimony by New York State Senator Brad Hoylman
Before the New York City Council Subcommittee on Landmarks
Regarding the Proposed West End-Collegiate Historic District Extension

September 16, 2013

My name is Brad Hoylman and I represent New York State’s 27t Senate District, in
which the southern tip of the proposed West End-Collegiate Historic District Extension
(the “Extension”) is located. Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony before
the New York City Council Subcommittee on Landmarks regarding this remarkable
concentration of historic buildings.

First, I would like to express my appreciation to LPC for its June 25, 2013 approval of
the Extension, which is generally bounded by West 70th Street and West 79t Street
along portions of West End Avenue, Riverside Drive and Broadway. As you know, the
Extension is a crucial part of the larger stretch of West End Avenue, from West 70t
Street to West 109th Street, for which preservationists, community advocates and elected
officials have long sought the protections afforded by historic district designation. A
study of this area conducted by Andrew Dolkart, a leading architectural historian and
Director of Columbia University’s Historic Preservation Program, found that its
buildings have unique architectural and historical merit.

The proposed historic district captures a relatively short but significant window of time
in late 19t Century and early 20th Century architecture. During this period, economic
and social forces —largely a result of the introduction of service on the revolutionary
Interborough Rapid Transit Subway line beneath Broadway in 1904 — contributed to the
redevelopment of West End Avenue and Riverside Drive from low-rise row houses
amidst rural landscapes to an enduring chain of grand apartment buildings. Designed
by prominent architects like Rosario Candela, George & Edward Blum, Emery Roth and
Lamb & Rich, these buildings are among the finest examples of New York City’s early
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20th Century multifamily dwellings and form a cohesive and uniquely “New York”
model for upper-middle class living. As Dolkart describes, the buildings on the avenues
create a tremendous sense of place, with consistent height, cladding materials, and
buildout to the lot Iine. Nestled between these are the Neo-Flemish West End Collegiate
Church and the superlative Apthorp apartment house. Dolkart’s findings make a
compelling case for the Extension’s designation.

Unfortunately, the voracious New York real estate market, if left unchecked, poses a
serious threat to this cohesive span of historic architecture. Already, Neo-Renaissance
row houses at 732 and 734 West End Avenue—located in the proposed Riverside-West
End Historic District Extension II— have been demolished, and the site’s owner has
obtained a permit from the New York City Department of Buildings to construct a tall
residential building there that likely will not conform to the area’s aesthetic character.
This same owner had also sought permits to demolish row houses at 508 and 510 West
End Avenue, located in the Riverside-West End Historic District Extension. These cases
illustrate the risk of leaving critical portions of New York’s architectural history
unprotected. It is essential that the City Council acts now and designates the West End-
Collegiate Historic District Extension in its entirety.

Thank you for your consideration of my comments.
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Testimony of State Senator Adriano Espaillat Before New York City Council Subcommittee on
Landmarks, Public Siting and Maritime Uses
In Support of the West End-Collegiate Historic District Extension II

September 16, 2013

Good morning, and thank you for allowing me to testify before you today. As the State Senator
for the 31st District, which includes most of West End Avenue, I am proud to support the
extension of the West End - Collegiate Historic District, and I encourage the New York City
Council Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Siting and Maritime Uses to approve this
extension.

I would like to thank the Landmarks Preservation Commission (LPC) for approving the proposed
West End-Collegiate Historic District Extension, and organizations such as the West End
Preservation Society, Landmark West!, and the Coalition for a Livable West Side for their
advocacy on this issue. By supporting this extension, the LPC was recognizing that this portion
of the Upper West Side has cultural, architectural, and historic significance.

Many of the buildings were constructed at the turn of the century, designed by renowned
architects, and are greatly appreciated by New Yorkers. By granting approval of this extension, it
will further ensure that the Upper West Side will retain its beauty. The neighborhood’s unique
charm, cherished livability, and community-oriented nature are qualities worth preserving.

I do understand the concerns over the expansion of this historic district during these economic
times. While development opportunities will exist in the neighborhood, this extension will help
maintain the aesthetic qualities that have made this community desirable and increased property

value.

Today I join community leaders and residents in fully supporting the West End-Collegiate
Historic District extension, and I encourage this commitiee to approve this project, as it is the
responsible and course to take in protecting our city.



COMMUNITY BOARD 74 Manhattan

RESOLUTION

Date: June 4, 2013

Committee of Origin: Preservation

Re: St. Paul the Apostle Church (2-18 Columbus Ave, between 59th and 6{(th Streets.) Proposal to
designate the structure as an individuaal landmarls.

Full Board Vote: 30 In Favor 1 Against 2 Abstentions 0 Present

This regolution 12 baged on the following facts:

The building was constructed during the period 1876-85, and is believed to be one of the first
church buildings constructed on Manhattan’s Upper West Side.

The design of the building is attributed both to architect Jeremiah O’Rourke and to Father
George Deshon. While the interior of the church should not be considered as a basis for landmark
designation, it is noteworthy that the building includes elements designed and constructed under
Stanford White, John LaFacge, and St. Gaudens,

The exterior 1s faced with rusticated Tarrytown granite, using stones that were reportedly
salvaged trom the old Croton Aqueduct.

The structure 12 in the Gothic revival style. with matching carillon-like towers {reportedly
unfinizhed) flanking the main entrance reached by a curving stone semi-cirenlar stazr rising from the
sidewalk. The towers and an arcade lnking them above the main entrance featore pointed arch
openings. with lancet windows on the second story continuing around the West 60™ Street elevation.

A 60-foot-wide horizontal bas-relief decoration appears above the extertor of the main entrance
on Columbus Avenve, featuring figures in white Travertine marble set against a bold blue glags mosaic
background. The bas-relief wag designed by American muralist Lumen Martin Winter and fabricated at
Pierotti Studios in Genoa, Italv. and wag installed and dedicated in 1939,

The excess development rights aszociated with the parcel on which the cliurch stands were

transferred to an adjoining lot on West 39® Street that is now occupied by a new building,

This building wag included in New York Lemidmerks: An Index of Arelirecturally Historic
Struchares m New York Citv, compiled by the Municipal Art Society and the Seociety of Architectural
Higtoriang and published in 1937 (several vears prios to the adoption of the cucrent New Youl City
Landmarks Prezervation statuteg,

The structure remains an intact example of Gothic Revival architecture, and a caliming anchor at
the seam between commercial midtown and the residential Upper West Side,

Now, Therefore, Community Board 7/Manhattan urges that the Landmarks Preservation
Commigzion designate the Church of St. Paul the Apostle an individual Jandmark, and that the City

- Council confirm such designation.
Clonmnirtee. 6-0-0-0. Non-Connnittee Board Members: 2-0-0-0.

250 West 87 Street New York. NY [0024-2706
Phone: (212) 362-4008  Fax: (212} 5395-9317
Web site: nvegow/meb? e-mail address: officei@ich?.org
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Testimony before the NYC Council Subcommittee on
Landmarks, Public Siting and Maritime Uses,
September 16, 2013,
Regarding landmark designation of the Seward Park Branch of the NYC Public Library
192 East Broadway, Manhattan

Good morning, Council Members. I am Joyce Mendelsohn representing Friends of the Lower East Side
speaking in support of landmark designation for the Seward Park Library. An article in the New York
Times, headlined EASTSIDE LLEADS IN BOOK READING, published March 9, 1913, declares “The
annual report [of the New York Public Library] states that ‘to the east side the Public Library is its
largest social factor, its greatest educational support, its staunchest friend in time of trouble.....The
Seward Park Branch of the library reads 425,571 books a year.....as compared with.... 312,015 books
from the Central Building, at Forty-second Street and Fifth Avenue.”

Imagine how neighborhood people felt when this splendid building opened -- filled with books
leading to endless opportunities. A quiet, comfortable refuge from dirty, noisy streets and overcrowded
tenements. A place for study and contemplation, and perhaps for hushed, flirtatious conversations.
And, let’ not forget the children — delighting them with stories and opening their eyes to a lifelong love
of reading.

Here we are 100 years later, and the Library is still going strong as a place where ordinary people can
come, free of charge, for knowledge, inspiration, instruction and enjoyment to be found on the printed
page or online. The design of the Seward Park branch — and all the Carnegie libraries -~ was an
expression of the City Beautiful movement, which believed in the idea of morally uplifting architecture.
Advocates stressed that an aesthetically attractive urban environment, based on the great works of
classical architecture, would foster social cohesiveness and pride

Friends of the Lower East Side urges the City Council to approve landmark designation of the Seward
Park Library. Thank you for your consideration.

S AL

Joyce Mendelsohn, Founding Member

Firiends of the Lower East Side is a grassroots organization founded in 2017 dedicated to preserving the architectural and cultural heritage
of this historic center of immigrant life.
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Statement of the Historic Districts Council
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LU9I10
BOROUGH OF MANHATTAN
NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY, SEWARD PARK BRANCH, 192 East Broadway

The Hiscoric Districts Council is the advocate for New York City’s designated historic districts, landmarks and

buildings meriting preservation.

The day after Andrew Carnegie sold his corporation in 1901 to J.P. Motgan for $500 million, Carnegie announced
a $5.2 million donation to New York City for the construction of public library buildings. 67 branches were
constructed in New York City between 1902 and 1929, 26 of them in Manhattan. Today 57 Carnegies.remain in
the five boroughs, 22 of those in Manhattan. The majority of these buildings are not landmarked, and we risk
losing these neighborhood branches whose handsome architecture reflect the importance of the activities that have
gone on inside for generations. HDC is very happy to see steps being taken to protect the Seward Park Branch and
fully support its landmarking.

While HDC would like to one day see all of the Carnegies landmarked, the Seward Park Branch is of patticular
note. .The handsome Renaissance Revival style stone building was designed by Babb, Cook & Welch and opened
in 1909. The Seward Park Branch is unique amongst the Manhattan branches. Rather than standing in the middle
_of a block like a townhouse, the large, free-standing library prominently anchors the eastern end of Seward Park.
"The branch is also rate in that it retain its roof garden, although this space is no longer in use.

The Seward Park Branch has long been an architectural and cultural landmark on the Lower East Side, and HDC
joins other supporters in the belief that it is now time to make the library an official landmark,



THE CITY OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
BoOROUGH OF MANHATTAN

SCOTT M. STRINGER
BORQUGH PRESIDENT

Testimony of
Manhattan Borough President Scott M. Stringer
before the New York City Council
Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Siting and Maritime Uses

West End-Collegiate Historic District Extension
MANHATTAN CB - 7 20145020 HKM (N 140005 HKM)

September 16, 2013

I would like to thank Chairperson Brad Lander and the New York City Council Subcommittee
on Landmarks, Public Siting and Maritime Uses for the opportunity to testify today on the

" proposed West End-Collegiate Historic District Extension. I, along with the Upper West Side
community, have stood before the Landmarks Preservation Commission and City Council in past
years to express our support for the proposed Riverside-West End Historic District Extension L
Today, I maintain my support to preserve the physical environment and historic character of the
Upper West Side neighborhood through this proposed landmark designation.

This is the second of three expansion areas, which will further expand the West End-Collegiate
Historic District boundaries to include buildings that share similar architectural styles and
materials. Akin to the buildings within the designated district, the ones in the proposed district
represent the development and housing history of the Upper West Side. The proposed district is
currently home to a collection of early row houses built in the late 19™ Century in the Italian,
French and Flemish Renaissance stylistic forms, as well as some of the finest examples of
apartment buildings constructed in the early 20® Century in Manhattan. The evolution of built
forms and the preservation of the variety of housmg stock very much contribute to the great
sense of neighborhood character that exists in the Upper West Side today. The elevation of
apartment living has changed the way we live in the city — creating denser ne1ghborhoods that
help foster close-knit and engaged communities.

Therefore, I once again urge the committee to carry on its efforts to preserve this unique and
historic neighborhood.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to speak today.

MUNICIPAL BUILDING < 1 CENTRE STREET % NEW YORK, NY 10007
PHONE (212) 669-8300 FAX (212) 669-4305
www.manhattanbp.org bp@manhattanbp.org
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STATEMENT OF THE NEW YORK LANDMARKS CONSERVANCY BEFORE THE NEW YORK CITY
COUNCIL SUBCOMMITTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING, AND MARITIME USES REGARDING
THE PROPOSED DESIGNATION OF THE WEST END -- COLLEGIATE HISTORIC DISTRICT
EXTENSION

Good day Chair Lander and Council Members. | am Andrea Goldwyn, speaking on behalf of the
Landmarks Conservancy.

Thirty years ago, the Conservancy enthusiastically testified in favor of the West End Collegiate Historic
District. We are very pleased to be here today, to support this designation. We've listened to the concerns
of a few building owners, but believe that the Council should affirm the entire extension.

Like the original district, the extension is composed primarily of structures representing several phases of
residential development, designed by prominent architects of 19th and 20t centuries. The extension offers
a master class in masonry buildings from those years. It starts with brownstone and limestone row houses,
continues in two major phases of apartment buildings in limestone and brick, and finds a post-War
expression in the mid-century Schwab Building. The styles range from Romanesque and Renaissance
revival, to Queen Anne and neo-Grec to streamlined modem. They are decorated with rustication,
sculptural stone details, molded brick, and terra cotta. Across the District the asymmetrical massing and
varied roof lines of the row houses form an attractive compliment fo the stately symmetry of the classical
apartment buildings. In total, this District conveys an intact and coherent sense of place.

Historic district designation stabilizes communities and improves property values. Just as designation has
benefited the West End Collegiate District, this extension will enhance the neighborhood, ensuring that any
alterations are guided by the Landmarks Law.

The Conservancy is pleased to join with neighbors, public officials, and preservationists in support of this
designation. In particular we are grateful to the West End Preservaticn Society for initiating the effort to
expand the District. And as always, we are happy to offer the assistance of our Historic Properties Fund,
Sacred Sites Program, and Technical Services staff to the owners and users of buildings in the extension.

Thank you for the opportunity to present The Landmarks Conservancy's views.

One Whitehall Street, New York NY 10004
tal 212.995.5260 fax 212.995 5268 nylandmarks.org
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September 16, 2013

Good morning Council Members. My name is Jenny Fernandez, Director of Intergovernmental and
Community Relations for the Landmarks Preservation Commission. I am here today to testify on the

Commission’s designation of Jamaica High School (now Jamaica Learning Center) in Queens.

On May 14, 2013, the Landmarks Preservation Commission held a public hearing on the proposed
designation as a landmark of the Jamaica High School (now Jamaica Learning Center). There was one
speaker in favor of designation, a representative of the Historic Districts Council, and there were letters in
favor of designation from Council Member James Gennaro and a representative of the Queens Preservation
Council. There were no speakers opposed to designation. On June 25, 2013 the Commission voted to

designate the building a New York City individual landmark.

The Dutch Revival style Jamaica High School was built in 1895-96, originally as a combined grammar and

- high school and named P.S. 47. The school was constructed for the growing Town of Jamaica in Queens
County before Consolidation of the City of New York. The building replaced a much smaller, simpler
school building located close to the center of the town, and was constructed in a rapidly developing area. Its
large scale and more elaborate style expressed the town’s optimism about its future development. By 1909
this building had become so crowded that the grammar school department was moved elsewhere and this
structure, renamed Jamaica High School, was devoted to high school education. This site served the older
students in the rapidly expanding borough until the current and much larger Jamaica High School was
constructed on Gothic Drive in 1927 (designated). The Jamaica Board of Education hired renowned
Brooklyn architect William B. Tubby who designed this three story building with red and tan brick with
contrasting decorative details such as splayed lintels and a large, modified stepped gable. The tall, hipped
roof is highlighted by unusual “witch’s hat” dormers and high chirhneys. Upon completion of the larger
Jamaica High School in 1927, this building became a vocational school. It has served in several other
capacities for the Board of Education since that time and is now an alterniative high school called the Jamaica
Learning Center. The school building continues to serve as a reminder of a much earlier period in the history
of Jamaica, Queens. | '

The Commission urges you to affirm this designation.
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Good morning Council Members. My name is Jenny Fernandez, Director of Intergovernmental and
Community Relations for the Landmarks Preservation Commission. I am here today to testify on the

Commission’s designation of the Forest Park Carousel in Queens.

On June 11, 2013, the Landmarks Preservation Commission held a hearing on the proposed designation as a
Landmark of the Forest Park Carousel. Four people spoke in ’support. of designation, including City Council
Member Elizabeth Crowley, representatives of New York City Parks & Recreation, the Historic Districts
Council, and the Society for the Preservation of the City. The Commission has also received numerous
letters in support of designation. On June 25, 2013 the Commission voted to designate the carouse] a New

York City individual landmark.

The Forest Park Carousel is located within Forest Park, near Woodhaven Boulevard in central Queens. All
but three of the carousel’s wood figures are believed to have been carved by D. C. Muller & Brother in 1903
or 1910. A leading member of the Philadelphia school of carousel carving, this firm’s highly realistic work
is celebrated for its expressive anatomical detail and unusual attention to military fittings. Frederick Fried, a
pioneering expert on American folk art and a co-founder of the National Carousel Association, described
Muller’s figures as “the best carved and most magnificent.” Like many of their peers, Daniel and Alfred
Muller immigrated to the United States from Germany, settling in Philadelphia in mid-1880s where they
began working for Gustav Dentzel. Daniel Muller also trained at the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine
Arts, making him one of the few carousel carvers with an academic background. The Forest Park Carousel
contains 46 wood horses and three menagerie animals, arranged in three rows at two levels. Two of the
horses are attributed to the prolific Brooklyn carver Charles Carmel, and another, to William Dentzel, who
employed the Mullers in their later years. Dedicated in November 1973, Muller’s carousel welcomed riders
until about 1985. Of the estimated 12 to 16 carousels produced by Daniel C. Muller & Brother, only two are
known to remain in operation. The Forest Park Carousel is, consequently, one of this firm’s last surviving

works, as well as an exemplary example of American carousel carving and design.

The Commission urges you to affirm this designation.
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Good morning Council Members. My name is Jenny Fernz’mdez,- Director of Intergovernmental and
Community Relations for the Landmarks Preservation Commission. I am here today to testify on the

Commission’s designation of the Catherina Lipsius House in Brooklyn.

On June 18, 2013, the Landmarks Preservation Commission held a public hearing on the proposed
designation as a Landmark of the Catherina Lipsius House (aka Dr. Frederick A. Cook House). There were
two speakers in favor of designation including the owner and a representative of the Historic Districts
Council. The Commission received a letter from Council Member Diana Reyna in support of designation.
There were no speakers in opposition to designation. On June 25, 2013 the Commission voted to designate

the building a New York City individual landmark.

This impressive mansion in the American Round-Arched style was constructed for Catherina Lipsius and her
family in 1889-90. They were the prosperous owners of the Claus Lipsius Brewing Company, one of the
numerous German brewers in Bushwick, Brooklyn at the end of the 19th century. The German community
thrived in the Eastern District of Brooklyn, during the second half of the century, bolstered by numerous
immigrants fleeing the unsuccessfu1 revolutions in Germany. This elaborate American Round-Arched style
house was designed by prominent Brooklyn architect Theobald Engelhart, whose work was popular in this
German immigrant community. Examples of his work include buildings for the William Ulmer Brewery
complex in Bushwick (designated) as well as for the Eberhard Faber Pencil Company (now within the
Eberhard Faber Pencil Company Historic District). This house, constructed of red brick with stone and terra-
cotta trim, features a dramatic, rounded corner tower that is a defining feature of the building. The style
combines elements from medieval and classical architecture. The Lipsius family sold the house in 1902 to
Dr. Frederick A. Cook and his wife, a successful physician and later arctic explorer. Cook became well-
known for his claim that he was the first man to reach the summit of Mount McKinley and his subsequent
claim that he had reached the North Pole before Robert E. Peary in 1908-09. Despite some alterations over
time, the house remains remarkably intact and serves as a rare surviving reminder of the late 19th century
period when the German immigrant -community flourished in Bushwick and the manufacture and
consumption of beer was a major part of the lives of people in this community. |

The Commission urges you to affirm this designation.
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Good morning Council Members. My name is Jenny Fernidndez, Director of Intergovernmental and
Community Relations for the Landmarks Preservation Commission. I am here today to testify on the

Commission’s designation of the St. Louis Hotel (now Hotel Grand Union) in Manhattan.

On May 14, 2013, the Landmarks Preservation Commissioﬁ held a public hearing on the proposed
designation as a Landmark of the St. Louis Hotel (now Hotel Grand Union). There were three speakers in
favor of designation, including two representatives of the owner and a representative of the Historic Districts
Council. No one spoke in opposition to designation. On June 25, 2013 the Commission voted to designate

the building a New York City individual landmark.

The St. Louis Hotel, constructed in 1903-05 as part of the midtown hotel district, was built at a time of great
expansion and development in midtown Manhattan. Close to shopping and entertainment districts, this area
was also well-served by a variety of transit lines. In the early 20th century, the neighborhood was being
redeveloped from single family homes to stores, institutions and lofts. Many hotels were built at this time,
for transient guests as well as apartment hotels for residents of longer duration, all taking advantage of the
convenience of this location. The designer of the St. Louis Hotel was Frederick C. Browne, a New York
architect who designed numerous hotels and small apartment buildings in Manhattan. The facade of this
distinctive Beaux-Arts style building is faced in red brick and limestone, with projecting bay windows in a
lively arrangement that creates a striking facade on this narrow street. This distinguished building has been

used as a hotel for more than 100 years and continues to be used as a hotel today.

The Commission urges you to affirm this designation.



TESTIMONY OF THE LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION BEFORE
THE CITY COUNCIL SUBCOMMITTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING AND
MARITIME USES ON THE DESIGNATION OF THE FOREST PARK CAROUSEL

IN QUEENS.
September 16, 2013

Good morning Council Members. My name is Jenny Ferndndez, Director of Intergovernmental and
Comniunity Relations for the Landmarks Preservation Commission. I am here today to testify on the

Commission’s designation of the Forest Park Carousel in Queens.

On June 11,2013, the Landmarks Preservation Commission held a hearing on the proposed designation as a
Landmark of the Forest Park Carousel. Four people spoke in support of designation, including City Council
Member Elizabeth Crowley, representatives of New York City Parks & Recreation, the Historic Districts
Council, and the Society for the Preservation of the City. The Commission has also received numerous
letters in support of designation. On June 25, 2013 the Commission voted to designate the carousel a New

York City individual landmark.

The Forest Park Carousel is located within Forest Park, near Woodhaven Boulevard in central Queens. All
but three of the carousel’s wood figures are believed to have been carved by D. C. Muller & Brother in 1903
or 1910. A leéding member of the Philadelphia school of carousel carving, this firm’s highly realistic work
is celebrated for its expressive anatomical detail and unusual attention to military fittings. Frederick Fried, a
pioneering expert on American folk art and a co-founder of the National Carousel Association, described
Muller’s figures as “the best carved and most magnificent.” Like many of their peers, Daniel and Alfred
Muller immigrated to the United States from Germany, settling in Philadelphia in mid-1880s where they
began working for Gustav Dentzel. Daniel Muller also trained at the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine
Arts, making him one of the few carousel carvers with an academic background. The Forest Park Carousel
contains 46 wood horses and three menagerie animals, arranged in three rows at two levels. Two of the
horses are attributed to the prolific Brooklyn carver Charles Carmel, and another, to William Dentzel, who
employed the Mullers in their later years. Dedicated in November 1973, Muller’s carousel welcomed riders
until about 1985. Of the estimated 12 to 16 carousels produced by Daniel C. Muller & Brother, only two are
known to remain in operation. The Forest Park Carousel is, consequently, one of this firm’s last surviving

works, as well as an exemplary example of American carousel carving and design.

The Commission urges you to affirm this designation.



TESTIMONY OF THE LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION BEFORE
THE CITY COUNCIL SUBCOMMITTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING AND
MARITIME USES ON THE DESIGNATION THE BEAUMONT APARTMENTS IN
MANHATTAN. ’

September 16, 2013

Good morning Council Members. * My name is Jenny Fernandez, Director of Intergovernmental and
Community Relations for the Landmarks Preservation Commission. I am here today to testify on the

Commission’s designation of the Beaumont Apartments in Manhattan.

On June 18, 2013, the Landmarks Preservation Commission held a public hearing on the proposed
designation as a Landmark of the Beaumont Apartments. Seven witnesses spoke in favor of the designation,
including representatives from the Society for the Architecture of the City, the Historic Districts Council, and
several residents of the Beaumont. In addition, the Commission has received several letters in support of the
designation and from Council Member Robert Jackson. A representative of the owner spoke in opposition to
designation. Commission staff has continued outreach to the owners, including several discussions and site
visits to provide technical assistance relating to ongoing fagade restoration at the property. On June 25, 2013

the Commission voted to designate the building a New York City individual landmark.

The Beaumont Apartments (1912-13), at Riverside Drive and West 150th Street, is a premiere example of
the Arts & Crafts style architectural designs of the firm of George & Edward Blum. The Beaumont’s
“textile-like” facades feature patterned brickwork above a two-story limestone base, glazed art tiles,
noteworthy iron balconies, foliate terracotta bandcourses, and unusual octagonal terra-cotta medallions with
birds in high relief. The Beaumont’s location at 150th Street and Riverside Drive in close proximity to
Riverside Park as well as Audubon Park and Terrace, John James Audubon’s former estate. The Beaumont’s
figurative and naturalistic decorations can be interpreted as a tribute to its surroundings. The Beaumont
housed a number of famous tenants over the years, including U.S. Representative Jacob K. Javits; architect
Alfred Fellheimer; legendary African-American contralto Marian Anderson; and African-American writer

Ralph W. Ellison, author of Invisible Man (1952), who lived in the building for four decades until his death
in 1994.

The Commission urges you to affirm this designation,



TESTIMONY OF THE LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION BEFORE
THE CITY COUNCIL SUBCOMMITTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING AND
MARITIME USES ON THE DESIGNATION OF 140 BROADWAY / MARINE
MIDLAND BANK IN MANHATTAN.

September 16, 2013

Good morring Council Members. My name is Jenny Fernandez, Director of Intergovernmental and
Community Relations for the Landmarks Preservation Commission. I am here today to testify on the

Commission’s designation of 140 Broadway, originally the Marine Midland Bank Building.

On April 2, 2013, the Landmarks Preservation Commission held a hearing on the proposed designation as a
landmark of 140 Broadway. Four people spoke in favor of designation, including representatives of
Docomomo US/New York Tri-State, the Historic Districts Council, and the New York Landmarks
Conservancy. A second hearing was held on May 13, 2013 (Item No. 1) in which three represéntatives of the
owner spoke in support of designation. On June 25, 2013 the Coﬁmission voted to designate the building a

New York City individual landmark.

A critically-acclaimed example of mid-20" century modernism, the former Marine Midland Bank Building at
140 Broadway was completed in early 1968.  Architect Gordon Bunshaft, of Skidmore, Owings &

Merrill, was the partner in charge of the minimalist design — a matte black aluminum and bronze-tinted glass
skyscraper that The New York Times architecture critic Ada Louise Huxtable later described as “not only
one of [the] buildings I admire most in New York, but that I admire most anywhere.” Construction began in
late 1964 and the principal tenants, such as the Marine Midland Grace Trust Company, started to occupy the
structure three years later. The building’s smooth mullion-less skin was singled out for its remarkable
simplicity and color. In early 1968, in the spacious plaza that adjoins Broadway, “Cube,” a 28- foot-tall
-abstract sculpture by the celebrated Japanese-American artist Isamu Noguchi was.installed near Liberty
Street. Precariously balancéd on one corner, the contrasting reddish cubic form animates the space and helps
underscore the dark elegance of the elevations. Though renovations in 2000 brought significant changes to
the plaza and public entrances along Cedar Street, 140 Broadway retains much of its original character, as

well as a commanding presence in lower Manhattan.

The Commission urges you to affirm this designation.
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. Good morning. Thank you for the opportunity to comment at today’s hearing. As the
Assemblymember for New York’s 67th Assembly district, representing Manhattan’s Upper West
Side and parts of Hell’s Kitchen/Clinton, a proud member of the West End Preservation Society
(WEPS), and a lifetime resident of the neighborhood, I strongly support the proposed landmark
designation of the West End-Collegiate Historic District Extension, the second of three proposed
historic district extensions on West End Avenue. This proposal would expand the district to
include major portions of West 70th Street up to West 79th Street, and from Riverside Drive to
Broadway. I believe that approval of the proposal is crucial to preserving the aesthetic, charm
and historic significance of this area.

I am proud to have been among the earliest supporters of the efforts of the West End Preservation
Society (WEPS), which grew out of concern for the need to preserve the .distinguished
architecture on the Avenue, at a time when some of the structures were being threatened with
demolition. It all began in July 2007, in the living room of one of WEPS’ founders, Richard
Emery with co-founder Erika Petersen, a neighborhood resident; and a handful of others. WEPS
has since flourished into a force to be reckoned with in the preservation world. For seveéral years,
WEPS has worked to develop community and governmental support to have West End Avenue,
the almost 40-block boulevard comprised of architecturally and historically significant buildings,
designated a historic district. While some parts of West End Avenue are already protected,
WEPS’ founders realized that without official designation of the entire stretch from 70th to 107th
Streets, the Avenue’s charming pre-war buildings might not exist for future generations to enjoy.
The New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission (LPC) wisely decided to augment the
area documented by Andrew Dolkart of Columbia University for WEPS by studying the
significance of buildings on side streets and then adding them as borders to the proposed historic
(district, I support including these additions in the district. '

The proposed West End-Collegiate Historic District Extension contains numerous architecturally
significant apartment buildings and brownstones dating from the late 19thand early 20th
centuries. One of the unique qualities of the Avenue is its incredibly long stretch of pre-war
buildings, unseen anywhere else in the City. The West End Avenue thoroughfare is renowned for
its mostly unbroken street wall of apartment buildings, built in complementary architectural
styles. The apartment buildings are unique in the City because of their composite
structure, Although none date before the 19" Century, the buildings feature architectural

DISTRICT OFFICE » 230 West 72" Street, Suite 2F o New York, NY 10023 » T: 212-873-6368 » F: 212-873-6520
ALBANY OFFICE & Room 741 » Legislative Office Building e Albany, NY 12248 e T: 518-455-5802 e F: 518-455-5015
rosenthall@assembly state.ny.us



flourishes that recall the Italian Renaissance and the Second French Empire. West End Avenue
and its side streets are home to historically significant styles of architecture, and this district
would be a logical extension to other landmark districts farther uptown.

This proposal happens to include the block where my office building is located. The view from
my windows affords a collage of beautiful terra-cotta bricked buildings with bay windows and
dentil molding, backed by the majestic art deco residence at 253 West 73rd Street. Walking
north from my office, one might pass by the sliver of a building at 249 West End Avenue. It is
actually a holdout of what was once a row of Neo-Renaissance style houses. It is important that
we protect these endangered species of buildings so that they do not become extinct on their own
blocks, or in the City as a whole.

In an ever-changing city, the consistency of facades along West End Avenue, Riverside Drive,
and Broadway warrant protection. If we do not preserve areas of historic value, we leave them
open to projects that do not complement the neighborhood’s character and charm. In recent years
the cohesive appearance of the corridor has faced threats of new, inappropriate construction and
development. These threats will no doubt become a reality for many buildings of the proposed
. extension unless it is approved in its entirely, leaving the area without the essential character of
the neighborhood for which the Upper West Side, especially West End Avenue, is known.

As a lifelong Upper West Sider, I have seen our neighborhood change over time in many
ways. As a little girl, I remember gazing up at the gargoyles and admiring the different textures
and colors of masonry on the buildings along West End Avenue, I was awed by these pretty
buildings, but of course did not understand their importance. Now, as an adult, 1 understand that
T was looking at historically noteworthy and architecturally significant decoration, such as egg
and dart molding and keystone detailing.

Looking above the unwavering street wall, my eye is drawn to the complex composition of
mansard roofs, steeples, and projected cornices that provide me with a view our ancestors could
have gazed upon. It would be an indignity to interrupt this vista with unsympathetic and
incongruous sheets of ‘glass and cement. I want future generations to feel the same sense of
wonder and marvel that I had as a child, and still experience today when looking at West End
Avenue and Riverside Drive.

A historic designation for this unique stretch of West End Avenue is a means by which to ensure
smart and contextualized development here on the Upper West Side, Preserving the architectural
integrity of this area for future generations will help to preserve the very things that attracted
families here in the first place. Designating this stretch of West End Avenue as a historic district
complements our greater vision for the City and will preserve the unique beauty of this area for
years fo come. I offer my complete support for the West End-Collegiate Historic District
Extension, and I ask that the City Council approve the proposed blocks for landmark designation.
Thank you.



TESTIMONY OF THE LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION BEFORE
THE CITY COUNCIL SUBCOMMITTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING AND
MARITIME USES ON THE DESIGNATION OF CHURCH OF ST. PAUIL. THE
APOSTLE IN MANHATTAN.

September 16, 2013

Good moming Council Members. My name is Jenny Ferndndez, Director of Intergovernmental and
Community Relations for the Landmarks Preservation Commission. I am here today to testify on the

Commission’s designation of Church of St. Paul the Apostle in Manhattan,

On June 11, 2013, the Landmarks Preservation Commission held a hearing on the proposed designation as a
Landmark of the Church of St. Paul the Apostle. Five people spoke in support of designation, including
representatives of New York State Senator Brad Hoylman, Community Board 7, the Historic Districts
Council, Landmark West! and the Society for the Architecture of the City. One person, representing Father
Gilbert Martinez, CSP, spoke in opposition to designation. On June 25, 2013 the Commission voted to
designate the building a New York City individual landmark. After subsequent discussion with the
Archdiocese and church representatives, the Commission held a second public hearing to modify the
boundaries of the landmark site. Two people testified in support of modification, including representatives
of Community Board No. 7 and the Historic Districts Council. The Commission received letters from the
New York Landmarks Conservancy and Father Gilbert Martinez, supporting the designation of the landmark
site as modified. The Commissioners found that the former convent at 120 West 60" Street did not
contribute to the architectural and historical character of the church and that this five-story yellow brick
building should be excluded from the designation. On July 23, 2013 the Commission voted to rﬁodify the

landmark site to exclude the non-contributing convent building.

The Church of St. Paul the Apostle, located at the southwest corner of Columbus A\}enue and 60th Street in
Manhattan, was built in 1875-85. Commissioned by the Missionary Society of St. Paul the Apostle,
commonly called the Paulist Fathers, it is an austere and imposing Medieval Revival style design, loosely
based on Gothic and Romanesque sources. The Paulists trace their origins to 1858 when Isaac Hecker

_ traveled to Rome and received permission from Pope Pius IX to organize an American society of missionary
priests. The following year, Archbishop John Hughes of New York asked Hecker’s group to establish a
parish on Manhattan’s Upper West Side and a simple briék church was constructed. The new parish quickly
outgrew this building and in the mid-1870s a new structure was planned by Jeremiah O’Rourke, a New

Jersey architect with various Catholic churches to his credit. George Deshon, a Paulist priest who trained at



West Point as a military engineer, took over the project by the early 1880s and probably simplified
O’Rourke’s original design. The rock-faced gréy granite stonework was salvaged from various structures in
Manhattan, including sections of an embankment of the Croton Aqueduct that was originally on the Upper
West side and the Croton Distributing Reservoir at 42nd Street, as well as Booth’s Theétcr, which stood at
Sixth Avenue and 23rd Street until 1883. When the church_was dedicated in January 1885, however, it was
far from complete. During the 1960s and 1970s, the parish struggled financially. With bankruptcy looming
in 1973, a proposal to demolish the church and replace it with an apartment building was considered. In the |
mid-1980s, however, only the west portion of the site was sold, as well as various development rights in
1984 and 2000. At this time, a major restoration of the Church of St. Paul the Apostle was begun and has

been ongoing.

The Commission urges you to affirm this designation.



TESTIMONY OF THE LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION BEFORE
THE CITY COUNCIL SUBCOMMITTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING AND
MARITIME USES ON THE DESIGNATION OF THE WEST END-COLLEGIATE
HISTORIC DISTRICT EXTENSION IN MANHATTAN.

September 16, 2013

Good morming Council Members. My name is Jenny Fernandez, Director of Intergovernmental and
Community Relations for the Landmarks Preservation Commission. I am here today to testify on the

Commission’s designation of the West End-Collegiate Historic District Extension.

On June 28, 2011, the Landmarks Preservation Commission held a public hearing on the proposed
designation of the West End-Collegiate Historic District Extension. Twenty-two witnesses spoke in favor of
the designation as proposed, including Council Member Gale Brewer and State Senator Adriano Espaillat,
and representatives of Manhattan Borough President Scott M. Stringer, State Senator Thomas K. Duane,
State Senator Bill Perkins, Manhattan Community Board 7, Historic Districts Council, New York Landmarks
Conservancy, West End Preservation Society, Coalition for the Upper West Side, Landmarks West,
Committee for Environmentally Sound Development, and the Collegiate School, as well as residents and
neighbors. Fifteen witnesses spoke in opposition to the designation including a representative of the Real
Estate Board of New York, owners and/or representatives of the owners who were opposed to including their
specific properties (11 Riverside Drive, 214 West 72nd Street, and Rutgers Presbyterian Church) in the
proposed extension, representatives of the owner of 300 West 72nd Street who requested that the building be
deemed a no style building, and the owners of properties (255 West 70th Street, 255- 269 West 71st Street
and 235 West 76th Street) who thought the extension was too large. The Commission received two letters, a
petition submitted by the West 80s Neighborhood Association with 43 signatures, and ten emails in support
of the proposed designation. The Commission received two letters from owners who were opposed to
including their specific properties (231 and 233 West 74th Street and 228 and 230 West 75th Street) in the
proposed extension, and two emails, including one from an owner who was opposed to including their
specific property (246 West 71st Street) in the proposed extension, in opposition to the designation. On
June 25, 2013 the Commission voted to designate the West End-Collegiate Historic Distfict Extension.

The West End-Collegiate Historic District Extension consists of approximately 220 residential and
institutional buildings and is located west of Broadway between West 70th and 79th Streets. The boundaries
of the extension encompass and extend the boundaries of the West End-Collegiate Historic District, which

was designated by the Landmarks Preservation Commission in 1984, and more than doubles the size of the



existing historic district. The buildings in the extension were built primarily between the mid-1880s and the
late 1920s, and were designed by some of the cify’s most prominent architects such as Clarence True, George
F. Pelham, C. P. H. Gilbert, Henry J. Hardenburgh, Lanib & Rich and Thom & Wilson for single-family row
houses and town houses. Elegant apartment buildings, particularly along West End Avenue, were designed
by such architects as Schwartz & Gross, Gaetan Ajello, Rosario Candela, Emery Roth and George F. Pelham.
As the West End-CoIlegiate Historic District Extension developed, schools, houses of worship, and clubs

were erected to serve the needs of the growing population.

In its broad array of row houses, town houses, flats, high-rise apartment buildings, schools, and churches
buildings, the West End-Collegiate Historic District Extension represents, in microcosm, the development of
the Upper West Side of New York since ;che mid-1880s. Designed by some of the city’s most prominent
architects and executed in the dominant styles of their eras, these buildings form a distinct section of the city
that complements the previously designated West End-Collegiate, West 71st Street, Riverside-West End

Extension I, and Riverside Drive-West 80m-81st Street Historic Districts. o

The Commission urges you to affirm this designation.



TESTIMONY OF THE LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION BEFORE
THE CITY COUNCIL SUBCOMMITTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING AND
MARITIME USES ON THE DESIGNATION OF CHURCH OF ST. PAUL THE
APOSTLE IN MANHATTAN.

September 16, 2013

Good morning Council Members. My name is Jenny Fernandez, Director of Intergovernmental and
Community Relations for the Landmarks Preservation Commission. [ am here today to testify on the

Commission’s designation of Church of St. Paul the Apostle in Manhattan.

On June 11, 2013, the Landmarks Preservation Commission held a hearing on the proposed designation as a
Landmark of the Church of St. Paul the Apostle. Five people spoke in support of designation, including
representatives of New York State Senator Brad Hoylman, Community Board 7, the Historic Districts
Council, Landmark West! and the Society for the Architecture of the City. One person, representing Father
Gilbert Martinez, CSP, spoke in opposition to designation. On June 25, 2013 the Commission voted to
designate the building a New York City individual landmark, After subsequent discussion with the
Archdiocese and church representatives, the Corﬁmission held a second public hearing to modify the
boundaries of the landmark site. Two people testified in support of modification, including representatives
of Community Board No. 7 and the Historic Districts Counci‘l. The Commission received letters from the
New York Landmarks Conservancy and Father Gilbert Martinez, supporting the designation of the landmark
site as modified. The Commissioners found that the former convent at 120 West 60™ Street did not
contribute to the architectural and historical character of the church and that this five-story yellow brick
building should be excluded from the designation. On July 23, 2013 the Commission voted to 1ﬂodify the

landmark site to exclude the non-contributing convent building.

The Church of St. Paul the Apostle, located at the southwest corner of Columb}ls Avenue and 60th Street in
Manhattan, was built in 1875-85. Commissioned by the Missionery Society of St. Paul the Apostle,
commonly called the Paulist Fathers, it is an austere and imposing Medieval Revival style design, loosely
based on Gothic and Romanesque sources. The Paulists traee their origins to 1858 when Isaac Hecker
traveled to Rome and received permission from Pope Pius IX to organize an American society of missionary
priests. The following year, Archbishop John Hughes of New York asked Hecker’s group to establish a
parish on Manhattan’s Upper West Side and a simple brick church was constructed. The new parish quickly
outgrew this building and in the mid-1870s a new structure was planned by Jeremiah O’Rourke, a New

Jersey architect with various Catholic churches to his credit. George Deshon, a Paulist priest who trained at



West Point as a military engineer, took over the project by the early 1880s and pfobably simplified
O’Rourke’s original design. The rock-faced gréy granite stonework was salvaged from various structures in
Manhattan, including sections of an embankment of the Croton Aqueduct that was originally on the Upper
West side and the Croton Distributing Reservoir at 42nd Street, as well as Booth’s Theéter, which stood at
Sixth Avenue and 23rd Street until 1883. When the church was dedicated in January 1885, however, it was
far from complete. During the 1960s and 197057, the parish struggled financially. With bankruptcy looming
in 1973, a proposal to demolish the church and replace it with an apartment building was considered. In the
mid-1980s, however, only the west portion of the site was sold, as well as various development rights in
1984 and 2000. At this time, a major restoration of the Church of St. Paul the Apostle was begun and has

been ongoing.

The Commission urges you to affirm this designation.



TESTIMONY OF THE LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION BEFORE
THE CITY COUNCIL SUBCOMMITTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITING AND
MARITIME USES ON THE DESIGNATION OF NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY,
SEWARD PARK BRANCH IN MANHATTAN,

September 16, 2013

Good morning Council Members. My name is Jenny Fernandez, Director of Intergovernmental and
Community Relations for the Landmarks Preservation Commission. I am here today to testify on the

Commission’s designation of the New York Public Library, Seward Park Branch in Manhattan.

On April 2, 2013, the Landmarks Preservation Commission held a public hearing on the proposed
designation as a Landmark of the New York Public Library. A total of 13 witnesses, including
representatives of the New York Landmarks Conservancy, the Bowery Alliance of Neighbors, the Friends of
the Lower East Side, the Historic Districts Council, the Seward Park Coop Preservation & History Club, and
the Society for the Architecture of the City, spoke in favor of the designation. There were no speakers in
opposition to the designation. The Commission has received three letters of support for the designation,
including a letter from Anthony W. Marx, President and CEO of the New York Public Library. On June 25,
2013 the Commission voted to designate the building a New York City individual landmark. .

The Seward Park Branch of the New York Public Library has served the immigrant community of-the Lower
East Side since it opened its doors on November 11, 1909. This building was one of 20 branch libraries in
Manhattan and one of a total of 67 in the five boroughs funded by steel magnate Andrew Carnegie’s
donation of 5.2 million dollars to the New York Public Library in 1901. It was built as a permanent home for
the growing needs of the branch, which had originally been the downtown branch of the Aguilar Library
(established 1886) and was located across the street in the Educational Alliance Building. The Seward Park
library was designed by the firm of Babb, Cook & Welch, a leading architectural firm of the day and one of a
handful of firmis chosen to carry out designs for the Carnegie libraries. The three-story brick and limestone-
trimmed Italian Renaissance Revival style building features a rusticated limestone base, among other
features, and a copper railing between the piers that supported a canvas awning for an “open-air” reading
room on the_roof. It is the only surviving roof-top reading room in active use as a library out of five such

rooms constructed on branch library buildings in the early 1900s.

The Seward Park Branch housed book collections for adults, young adults, and children, as well as foreign-

language collections, including an extensive Yiddish language collection. It offered classes in English for



immigrants and worked in conjunction with the Educational Alliance, the Henry Street Settlement, ’Ehe
leading Yiddish-language newspapers and cultural organizations to provide programs that made it one of the
most heavily used of the branches within the New York Public Library system and a major cultural force in
the Lower East Side. Long after the Jewish population of the Lower East Side began to disperse, the -
library’s collections of Hebrew and Yiddish literature, lectures by leading Jewish intellectuals, and groups
like the Yiddish Mothérs Club, which met at the library for almost 50 years, made it a center for Jewish
intellectual life, drawing participants from throughout the city. By the 1960s, the ethnic character of

" neighborhood had shifted and the Seward Park Branch was serving an expanding population of Puerto
Ricans, African-Americans, and Chinese and Asian immigrants and young artists. Responding to these
changes, the library became a center for Civil Rights and anti-poverty programs, added materials in Chinese,
Spanish, and other languages, and began hosting a Lower East Side film festival. Renovated in 2002-2004,
the Seward Park Branch continues to serve a diverse population and is a significant reminder of the Lower

East Side’s rich heritage.

The Commission urges you to affirm this designation.



Pedro Marcal
260 West End Ave
New York, NY 10023

Hon. Brad S. Lander, Chairman
Subcommittee on Landmarks, Public Siting and Maritime Uses
New York City Council

Hon. Leroy G Comrie,
Chairman of the Committee on Land Use
New York City Council

September 15, 2013

Subject: West End Historic District Extension
Dear Honorable Council Members Lander and Comrie:

My name is Pedro Marcal. My family and I live at 260 West End Avenue, which is within the
proposed historic district extension and immediately adjacent to the proposed redevelopment at
southwest corner of West End Avenue and 72" Street. There is no reason why the proposed
redevelopment merits a carve out as compared to any other. The granting of the carve out would
set a troubling precedent for the historic district and impact the character of the neighborhood at
exactly time when the City is to preserve it. The construction of the proposed redevelopment
would also result in a unique, personal hardship to my family. I urge you to support the historic
district extension and to oppose the proposed carve out.

My family and I recently purchased our home at West End Avenue and 72" Street. I was raised
on the West Coast and lived in San Diego for significant period of time. More recently, we lived
in a modern building on Riverside Boulevard. One of the reasons that we moved to this part of
the Upper West Side is its historical, old New York, neighborhood character. This part of the
Upper West Side is a mature, built-out neighborhood. It has offered residents a unique
neighborhood and architectural experience for decades. Most of the buildings are pre-war and
blend together seamlessly. They offer the kind of neighborhood in which we have chosen to
raise our family. Other parts of historically industrial Manhattan which have new or existing
transportation infrastructure are growing, and we support that. But, the construction of a new,
taller building in this already transportation impacted, historic neighborhood would degrade the
character and quality of life of our community.

My family, in particular, would be deeply affected by the proposed carve out. In addition to
treasuring the character of the neighborhood, my 2 1/2 year old son has leukemia. He receives
chemo-therapy on a regular basis. Demolition of the existing building and construction of the
new building would create noise and vibrations that that would be disruptive of his highly



programmed sleep and potentially impact his health. Granting a carve out, and allowing
construction of the proposed building, would effectively serve an eviction notice on my family.

We strongly urge you, as our elected representatives, to approve the extension of the West End
Historic District Extension without a carve out for the demolition and construction of the
building at the corner of West End Avenue and 72nd Street. There is no justification for granting
the carve out. The issuance of a carve out for the proposed redevelopment would create a
terrible precedent and as a severe burden to my family, in particular.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely, W
G ab /b

Pedro Marcal

Ce: Council Member Gale A Brewer



