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CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Good norning. M
nane is Brad Lander, |I'’mpleased to call this neeting
of the City Council’s Land Use Conm ttee/ Subcomm ttee
on Landmarks, Public Siting and Maritine Uses to
order. Very happy to be joined this norning by two
menbers of the Commttee, Council Menber Annabel
Pal ma fromthe Bronx, and Council Menber Maria del
Carnmen Arroyo in the Bronx, and other nenbers will be
joining us shortly. And we are also very pleased to
be joi ned by Council Menber Gayle Brewer fromthe
Upper West Side, which we’'ll be tal ki ng about very
shortly. W have a |lot of itens on today’ s cal endar,
soto try to manage it as effectively as we can,
we're going to start with Land Use 910, which is the
New York Public Library Seward Park grant, which is

the one itemother than the Upper West Side in which

we have people here to testify. So we’'ll have that
presented. We'll let those two people give their
testinony and go on their way, and then we' Il nove

onto the itenms which are in Council Menber Brewer’s
district. W’Ill do those three together and then
take public testinony on those itens as well. So,
| et me wel come Jenny Fernandez [ phonetic] fromthe

Landmar ks Preservati on Conm ssi on. Ilt'’s alittle
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whil e since you ve been with us, so we’'re glad to
have you back. W’re being joined by Council Menber
Jumaane Wl lianms from Brooklyn, also a nenber of the
Committee, and we’' |l start wth Land Use 910,
appl i cation 20145012, the New York Public Library
Seward Park Branch in Council Menber Jenny’s
[ phonetic] district.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERNANDEZ: Thank you
Chai r Lander, nenbers of the Commttee. M nane is
Jenny Fernandez, Director of Intergovernnental and
Community relations for the Land Marks Preservation
Commission. I'mhere today to testify on the
Commi ssion’ s designation of the New York Public
Li brary Seward Park Branch in Manhattan. On Apri
2" 2013, the Landmarks Preservation Conmi ssion held
a public hearing on the proposed designhations and
| andmark of the New York Public Library, Seward
Branch. A total of 13 w tnesses, including
representatives of the New York Landmarks
Conservanci es of Bowery Alliance of Nei ghbors, the
Friends of the Lower Eastside, the Historic D stricts
Council, the Seward Park Co-op Preservation and
H story Club, and the Society for the Architecture of

the Gty spoke in favor of the designation. There
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were no speakers in opposition to designation. The
Commi ssion has received three letters of support for
the designation, including a letter from Ant hony

Mar ks, President/CEO of the New York Public Library.
On June 25'" 2013 the Conmission voted to designate
the building in New York City individual |andnark
The Seward Park Branch of the New York Public Library
has served the immgrant community of the Lower
Eastside since it opened its doors on Novenber 11'M
1909. This building was one of 20 branch libraries
I n Manhattan and one of a total of 67 in the five
bor oughs funded by Steel Magnet, Andrew Carnegie’s
donation of 5.2 mllion dollars to the New York
Public Library in 1901. It was built as a pernmanent
honme for the growi ng needs of the branch, which had
originally been the downtown branch of the Aguil ar

Li brary established 1886. It was |ocated across the
street in the Educational Alliance building. The
Seward Park Library was designed by the firm of Bab,
Cook and Wel ch, the leading architectural firmof the
day, and with a handful of firnms chosen to carry out
designs for the Carnegie Libraries. The three story
brick and linmestone Italian [phonetic] Renai ssance

Revi val style building features a rusticated
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| i mest one base anobng ot her features and a copper
railing between the piers that supports a canvas
awni ng for an open air reading roomon the roof. It
is the only surviving roof-top reading room and
active use as a library out of five such roons
constructed on library buildings in the early 1900s.
The Seward Park Branch has book collections for

adul ts, young adults and children as well as foreign
| anguage col |l ections including an extensive Yiddish
| anguage collection. It offered classes in English
for immgrants and worked in conjunction with the
educational alliance, the Henry Street Settlenent,

t he | eadi ng Yi ddi sh | anguage newspapers and cul tura
organi zations to provide prograns that made it one of
the nost heavily used of the branches within the New
York Public Library system the major cultural force
in the Lower Eastside. Long after the Jew sh
popul ati on of the Lower East side began to disperse,
the library s collection of Hebrew and Yiddi sh
literature and | ectures by | eading Jew sh
intellectuals and groups |like the Yiddish Mdther’s
G ub, which nmet at the library for alnost 50 years,
made it the center for Jewish intellectual life

drawi ng participants fromthroughout the city. By
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the 1960's the ethnic character of the nei ghborhood
had shifted and the Seward Park Branch was serving an
expandi ng popul ation of Puerto Ricans, African-

Anmeri cans, and Chi nese and Asian inmm grants and young
artist. Responding to these changes, the library
becanme the center for civil rights and anti-poverty
prograns, adamant to those in Chinese, Spanish, and
ot her | anguages and began hosting a Lower Eastside
Film Festival. Renovated in 2002-2004, the Seward
Par k Branch continues to serve a diverse popul ation
and is a significant rem nder of the Lower East
side’s rich heritage. The Conmm ssion urges you to
affirmthis designation.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you very
much, and | appreciate that testinony which speaks to
all the immgrant Jewi sh kids in the roomand their
civil rights longings and their pride in the Lower
East side and its cultural and aesthetic history so
wonderfully represented by this library. We--let ne
do one or two pieces of housekeeping. W’ ve been
joined by Council Menber Margaret Chin, in whose
district this wonderful building is in and in just a
nmonent ||l ask her if she has any questions. W’re

al so joined by two other elected officials, so | want
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to wel cone them State Senator Brad Hoyl man and State
Senat or Jose Serrano. Wl cone, | know you guys are
here for the Upper Wst side, so we’'ll have you on in
just a mnute, but thank you for joining us. Counci
Menber Chin, do you have any questions or conments
about the Seward Park Library?

COUNCI L MEMBER CHIN:  Thank you, Chair
Lander. Thank you for the opportunity to speak.
This is a wonderful building. | renmenber four years
ago when | first got elected to the Gty Council, |
was there for the 100 anniversary cel ebration.
nmean, this building should have been | andl ocked | ong
long tine ago, and to this day is still a valuable
resource in our conmmunity, where children go there
especially for the Sumrer Reading Programand it’'s a
wonderful institution that have a long history in the
i mm grant conmmunity, and |'’mso glad that finally
it’s getting the recognition that is deserved. So,
really urge ny coll eague on the Commttee to support
it. Thank you very nuch, and thank you to the
Comm ssion for all your hard work and to all the
advocates in the Lower East Side who treasure this

bui | di ng very nmuch. Thank you.
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CHAI RPERSON LANDER: W’ ve been joined as
wel | by Council Menber Robert Jackson from Manhatt an,
wel cone. So any questions from col | eagues on 910, on
the Seward Park Library. | see none. Thank you, M.
Fer nandez, for your testinony. W do have two people
signed up to testify in support of this item Linda
Jones fromthe Seward Park Preservation and H storic
Cl ub and Joyce Mendel sohn from Fri ends of the Lower
East side, and Sineon Bankoff fromthe Historic
Districts Council who fills out one card and thinks
it should cover multiple itens, and then we don’t
have himon the other itens.

LI NDA JONES: Shall | go first? |I’'m
Li nda Jones. Can you hear ne?

CHAI RPERSON LANDER:  Push your - -

LI NDA JONES: | represent the Seward Park
Preservation and History Club. W’re a snmall club
within the Seward Park Co-op, but I think | can
safely speak for all of our 1,700 departnents that
the Seward Park Library is terribly inportant to us
for many, many reasons. One approaches this handsone
brick and--w thout mny glasses--and |inestone gl asses,
clinbs the stairs and is welconed into a beautiful,

warminterior that has been and remni ns the heart of
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t he surroundi ng nei ghborhood, a refuge for
generations of children. Although these children can
no |l onger read on the roof, the roof top railing
remains as a rem nder of the past when children from
crowded tenenents were in need of fresh air. The
library central place in the intellectual, cultural
and artistic history of the Lower East side is
unquestioned. In confirmng the designation of this
handsonme buil ding, you will also be honoring that
hi story. Thank you.

JOYCE MENDELSOHN: Good norni ng Counci
Menbers, |’ m Joyce Mendel sohn, a foundi ng nenber of
Friends of the Lower East side. |magine how
nei ghbor hood people felt when this splendid building
opened, filled with books | eading to endl ess
opportunities. A quiet confortable refuge from
dirty, noisy streets and over-crowded tenenents, a
pl ace for study, for enjoynent, for contenplation,
and perhaps for hushed flirtatious conversations.
And let’s not forget the children, delighting them
with stories and opening their eyes to a |lifelong
| ove of reading. Here we are 100 years later and the
library is still going strong as a place where

ordi nary people can cone free of charge for
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know edge, inspiration, and instruction to be found
on the printed page or online. The design of the
Seward Park Branch and all the Carnegie Libraries was
an expression of the Gty Beautiful novenent, which
believed in the idea of norally uplifting
architecture. Advocates stress that an aesthetically
attractive urban environnment based on the great works
of classical architecture would foster soci al
cohesi veness and pride. | urge the Council to approve
designation of this library. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you.

SI MEON BANKOFF:  Good nor ni ng Counci
Menbers. Sinmeon Bankoff, Executive Director at the
Historic Districts Council. 1It’s a pleasure to
address you. The day after Andrew Carnegie sold his
corporation in 1901 to J.P. Mdrgan for 500 mllion
dol I ars, Carnegi e announced 5.2 mllion dollar
donation to New York City for the construction of
public library buildings. Sixty-seven branches were
constructed in New York between 1902 and 1929, 26 of
themin Manhattan. Today, 57 Carnegies remain in the
five boroughs, 22 of those in Manhattan. The
majorities of the--the majority of these buil dings

are not protected by | andmark status and we risk
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| osi ng t hese nei ghbor hood branches whose handsone
architecture reflect the inmportance of the activities
t hat have gone on inside for generations. HGC is
very happy to see steps being taken to protect the
Seward Park Branch and fully supports its |and
marking. While we’'d like--while we would |ike one
day to see all of the Carnegies |and marked, the
Seward Park Branch is of particular note. This
handsonme stone buil di ng was desi gned by Babb, Cook &
Wel ch and opened in 1909. [It’s unique anong
Manhatt an branches who have been standing in the

m ddl e of the block |ike a row house. The |arge
free-standing library promnently anchors the eastern
side of Seward Park. The branch is also rare in that
it retains its roof garden as nentioned, although no
| onger in use. W support its designation.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER:  Thanks all three of
you very nmuch. 1t’s nice to hear your perspective on
why this matters and what it stands for, so thank
you. Any questions? No, alright. W-- that’'s the--
those are all the people we have signed up to testify
on Land Use 910, so we'|ll close the public hearing on
that itemand say thank you. W’re going to hear al

the itens today and then we’' Il see whether we vote on
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themall today or at a future date or sonme of them

today. So we’'re not sure yet. Depends on how | on
we go and whether we hold our quorum So thank yo
on 910. What | would like to do is ask Jenny

Fer nandez to--and Council Menber Chin, thank you.
"1l ask Jenny Fernandez to cone back up and prese
us--we have a nunber of Upper West Side itens, Lan
Use 913, Church of St. Paul the Apostle, applicati

20145015. Since we have Council Menber Jackson he

g

u

nt

d

on

re

Wth us, | guess let’s just do all these itens that--

so that’s Land Use 914, the Beaunont Apartnents. On,

I had one for Chin? Excuse ne. | apologize. Oh,
see. Alright, so | apologize. Let’'s do that one

first, Land Use 912, 140 Broadway, the Marine M dl

and

Bank, also in Council Menber Chin's district, so we

can get all of her business out of the way.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERNANDEZ: Thank you

Chai r Lander, Menbers of the Subcommttee. M/ nane

is Jenny Fernandez, Director of I|ntergovernnent al
Community relations for the Landmarks Preservation
Comm ssion. |I'mhere today to testify in the
Conmi ssion’ s designation of 140 Broadway, origina
the Marine Mdland Bank building. On April 2"

2013, the Landmarks Preservati on Conmm ssion held a

and

Iy
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heari ng on the proposed designation as a | andmark of
140 Broadway. Four people spoke in favor of

desi gnation, including representatives of the
Doconono US/ New York Tri-State, the Historic
Districts Council, and the New York Landmarks
Conservancy. The second hearing was held on My
13'" 2013 in which three representatives of the
owner spoke in support of designation. On June 25'M
2013, the Conmm ssion voted to designate the building
in New York City individual landmark. A critically
accl ai med exanpl e of nid-20'" century nodernism the
former Marine Mdl and Bank Buil ding at 140 Broadway
was conpleted in early 1968. Architect Gordon
Bunshaft of Skidnore OM ngs & Merrill was a partner
in charge with a mnimlist design. A matte bl ank
al um num and bronze-tinted gl ass skyscraper that the
New York Tinmes architectural critic Ada Louise

Huxt abl e | ater described as, “not only one of the
buildings | admire nost in New York, but that I

adm re nost anywhere.” Construction began in late
1964 and the principle tenants such as the Marine

M dl and Grace Trust Conpany started to occupy the
structure three years later. The building s snooth

mnimali st skin was singled out for its renmarkable
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simplicity and color. 1In early 1968 in the spacious
pl aza that adjoi ns Broadway cube, a 28-foot tal
abstract scul pture by the cel ebrated Japanese-
American artist |Isanu Noguchi was installed near
Li berty Street. Precariously bal anced on one corner,
the contrasting red-ish cubic formani mates the space
and hel ps underscore the dark el egance of the
el evations. The renovations in 2000 brought
significant changes to the Plaza and public entrances
al ong Cedar Street. 140 Broadway retains much of its
original character as well as the commandi ng presence
in Lower Manhattan. The Conmm ssion urges you to
affirmthis designation.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you very nuch.
Counci | Menber Chin?

COUNCI L MEMBER CHI N: Thank you, Chair.
do support the designation. It’s a iconic building in
Lower Manhattan that everyone kind of know where it
is, and so it really deserves this designation and
hopefully that we will add another historic
preservation in Lower Manhattan. Thank you very
much.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you very much

Al right, we do have one nem-The Hi storic District,
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Si meon Bankoff fromthe Hi storic Districts Council
Jenny, you can stay there.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERNANDEZ: Thank you
Chai r.

SI MEON BANKOFF:  Thank you Council Menber
Lander. Sinmeon Bankoff, Hi storic Districts Council
Jenny stole nmy Ada Loui se Huxtable line, so I’ m not
going to use it. W do support this designation very
strongly. In fact, in 2002 we proposed of trio of
buildings in the financial district, all designed by
SOMto forman ensenbl e that coul d be considered New
York City's international style Historic District
One of them the Chase Manhattan Bank was desi gnhated
in the individual |andmark in 2009, and we’re happy
to support the | andmarki ng of the second buil ding,
this one. Today, we also await a hearing for the
| ast of the group, the 1972 United States Stee
Building at 1 Liberty Plaza. These three buil dings
t oget her conprise and essay in architects, nmaterials,
and construction of their tine in stand as rem nders
of SOM s instrunmental work in transformng certain
key areas of the city during this era, this era being

most of the half of the 20'" century. Thank you.
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CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you very much
Al right, we have no one else signed up to testify on
this item so we'll close the public hearing on it.
And | apol ogi ze, we do have one other item before we
get to the West Side, so we’'re going to turn to
Counci| Menber Robert Jackson’s District, that’s Land
Use 914, the Beaunont Apartnents, application
20145016. Ms. Fernandez, you can present it to us.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERNANDEZ: Thank you
Chair Lander and nenbers of the Subconmmttee. M
name i s Jenny Fernandez, Director of
I nt ergovernnental and Conmunity Relations for the
Landmar ks Preservation Commission. |'mhere today to
testify in the Conm ssion’s designation of the
Beauront Apartnents in Manhattan. On June 18'"
2013, the Landmarks Preservation Conmi ssion held a
public hearing on the proposed designation as a
| andmar k of the Beaunont Apartnents. Seven w tnesses
spoke in favor of the designation, including
representatives fromthe Society for the Architecture
of the City, the Historic Districts Council, and
several residents of the Beaunont. |[In addition, the
Commi ssion has received several letters in support of

desi gnation, and also from Council Menber Robert
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Jackson, a representative of the owner’s spoken
opposition to designation. Comm ssion staff has
conti nued to outreach to the owners including severa
di scussions and site visits to provide technica

assi stance relating to ongoing facade restoration at
the property. On June 25'" 2013, the Conmi ssion
voted to designate the building in New York Gty

i ndi vidual |andmark. The Beaunont Apartnents, 191213
at Riverside Drive and West 150'" Street is a prenier
exanple of the arts and crafts style architectura
designs of the firmof George and Edward Blum The
Beaunont’'s textile-like facades feature pattern brick
wor k above the two story |inmestone base, glazed art
tiles, noteworthy iron balconies, fully terracotta
bandcour ses, and unusual octagonal terracotta
nmedallions with birds in high relief. The Beaunont’s
| ocation at 150'" Street and Riverside Drive is in
close proximty to R verside Park as well as Audubon
Park and Terrace, John James Audubon’s forner estate.
The Beaunont’s figurative and naturalistic
decorations can be interpreted as a tribute to its
surroundi ngs. The Beaunont housed a nunber of fanous
tenants over the years, including US Representative

Jacob K. Javits, architect Al fred Fell hei nmer,
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| egendary African-Anerican contralto Marian Anderson,
and African-American witer Ralph W Ellison, author
of Invisible Man, who lived in the building for four
decades until his death in 1994. The Conmm ssion
urges you to affirmthis designation.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you very much
Counci | Menber Jackson?

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you, M.
Chair. As the Council Menber that represents the
area along with other elected officials and al so ny
under st andi ng the resol ution passed by the Community
Board in favor of making this a | andmark desi gnati on,
under standi ng that the beauty of that building, if
it's changed, will never be the sane, and residents
of that area, once the owner started to nmake sone
changes, spoke |loud and clear to the elected officals
and the Landmarks Preservati on Conm ssion, and
everyone, to nmy know edge, is in favor of preserving
the integrity and the beauty of that building. And
so | ask this Subconmttee to vote unani nmously in
favor of |andmarking the Beaunont Apartnents in
northern Manhattan. Thank you, M. Chair.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you very much

Counci | Menber. M . Bankoff?
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SI MEON BANKOFF: Rat her than repeat what
the Council Menber and what Jenny had said, |’'d just
like to say it’s a real pleasure to see when such an
i nportant building, both architecturally and
culturally is preserved and especially at the
i nsi stence of its residents who had reached out to us
as well as to the agencies and to the decision nakers
on the inportance of this building. So we strongly
support this. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thanks very much
Any questions fromany of ny coll eagues? Alright,
seei ng none, we have no one else signed up to testify
on this itemas well. So we’'ll close the public
hearing on it as well. And now we' ||l nove to the
West side, and with the willingness and perm ssion of
nmy colleagues I'd like to ask Ms. Fernandez to
present both Land Use 913 Church of Saint Paul the
Apostl e and Land Use 918 the West End Col | egi ate
Hi storic District Extension. W have a few people
signed up who want to testify on both itens, and so
we’' |l just go ahead and present them both and hear
them -hear themtogether. Just for those of you who
ei t her--who haven't been here before or, you know, so

Ms. Fernandez will present, we’ll have questions from
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Counci| Menber Brewer and from ot her nenbers of the
panel if they have. W’ Il then invite the el ected
officials and their representatives to testify and
then we' || start going back and forth between
supporters and opponents of the District until we’ve
had the opportunity to hear from everyone.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERNANDEZ: Thank you
Chai r Lander and nenbers of the Subcommittee. | just
want to preface the testinony |I’m about to give.

It’s going to sound a little convoluted ‘cause there

was sonme back and forth. [I’'Il read it, and then if
there are any questions, |I’m happy to answer those.
It should be clear, | hope. M nanme is Jenny

Fer nandez, Director of Intergovernnental and
Community Rel ations for Landmarks Preservation
Commission. |I'mhere today to testify in the
Comm ssi ons designation, the Church of Saint Paul the
Apostle in Manhattan. On June 11'", 2013, the
Landmar ks Preservati on Commi ssion held a hearing on

t he proposed designation as a | andnmark of the Church
of Saint Paul the Apostle. Five people spoke in
support of designation including representatives of
New York State, Senator Brad Hoyl man, Comunity Board

Seven, the H storic Districts Council, Landmark West,
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and the Society for the Architecture of the City.
One person representing Father Gl bert Martinez from
the Church of Saint Paul the Apostle spoke in
opposition to designation. On June 25'", 2013, the
Commi ssion voted to designate the building in New
York into visual |landmark. After subsequent

di scussion wth the Archdi ocese and church
representatives, the Conm ssion held a second public
hearing to nodi fy the boundaries of the | andmark
site. Two people testified in support of

nodi fication, including representatives of Community
Board Seven and the Historic Districts Council. The
Commi ssion received letters fromthe New York
Landmar ks Conservancy and al so from Father G| bert
Marti nez supporting the designation of the Landmark
site as nodified. The Comm ssion has found that the
former convent at 120 West 60'" Street did not
contribute to the architectural and historica
character of the church, and that this five-story
yel l ow brick building should be excluded fromthe
designation. On July 23'9 2013, the Commi ssion
voted to nodify the landmark site to exclude the non-
contributing convent building. The Church of Saint

Paul the Apostle, |located at the sout hwest corner of
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Col unbus Avenue and 60t Street in Manhattan, was
built in 1875 through 85, comm ssioned by the

M ssionary Society of Saint Paul the Apostle,
commonly called the Paulist Fathers. It is an
austere and i nposi ng Medi eval Revival style design

| oosel y based on gothic and Romanesque sources. The
Paul ists trace their origins to 1858 when |saac
Hecker travel ed to Ronme and received perm ssion from
Pope Pius the ninth to organize the Anerican Society
of Mssionary Priests. The follow ng year,

Archbi shop John Hughes of New York asked Hecker’s
group to establish a Parish in Manhattan’s Upper West
side, and this sinple brick church was construct ed.
The new Parish quickly outgrew this building and the
md--and in the md 1870s a new structure was pl anned
by Jerim ah O Rourke, a New York--Jersey architect

Wi th various Catholic churches to his credit. George
Deshon, a Paulist Priest who trained at West Point as
a mlitary engineer, took over the project by 1880s,
and probably sinplified O Rourke’s original design.
The rock-faced grey granite stonework was sal vaged
fromvarious structures in Manhattan, including
sections of an enbanknent on the Croton Aqueduct that

was originally on the Upper West side, and the Croton
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distributing reservoir on 42" street, as well as
Booth’s Theater, which stood at 6'" Avenue and 23'°
Street until 1883. Wen the church was dedicated in
January 1885, however, it was far from conpl ete.
During the 60°’s and 70’s the Parish struggl ed
financially. Wth bankruptcy looming in 73, a
proposal to denolish the church and replace it with
an apartnment building was considered. In the md 80-
-1980’ s, however, only the west portion of the site
was sold as well as various devel opnent rights in '84
and 2000. At this tinme, a ngjor restoration of the
Church of Saint of Paul the Apostle was begun and has
been ongoi ng. The Commi ssion urges you to affirm
this designation.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you very much

Counci| Menber Brewer?

COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER: | want to thank
Landmar ks Preservati on Conm ssi on. | want to thank
t he Archdi ocese. | want to thank Saint Paul the

Apostl e, Jesse Bodine fromny office, Cormunity Board
Seven, ‘cause | know there was a | ot of discussion.
I’ve had a | ot of experience with Landmarks and
religious institutions like up to here. So |I'mvery

famliar with these issues, and | think this is a
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great resolution, and I want to thank you for com ng
to this resolution and bringing all the parties
together. Thank you, M. Chair.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you very mnuch
So why don’t you proceed--will you proceed to do 918
and then we can do questions on that.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERNANDEZ: Thank you Chair
Lander, nmenbers of the Subcomm ttee and Counci
Menber Brewer. M nanme is Jenny Fernandez, Director
of Intergovernnental and Community Relations for the
Landmar ks Preservation Commission. |'mhere today to
testify in the Conm ssion’s designation of the Wst
End- Col | egi ate Historic Extension. On June 28'M
2011 the Landmarks Preservation Conm ssion held a
public hearing on the proposed designation of the
West End-Col | egiate Historic District Extension.
Twenty-two wi t nesses spoke in favor of the
desi gnation as proposed, including Council Menber
Gal e Brewer and State Senator Adriano Espaillat, and
representatives of Manhattan Borough President Scott
Stringer, State Senator Thomas Duane, State Senator
Bill Perkins, Manhattan Conmunity Board Seven,
Historic Districts Council, New York Landmarks

Conservancy, the Wst End Preservation Society,
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Coalition for the Upper Wst side, Landmarks West,
Committee for Environnentally Sound Devel opnent, and
the Col |l egi ate School as well as residents and

nei ghbors. Fifteen w tnesses spoke in opposition to
t he designation, including a Representative of the
Real Estate Board of New York, owners and/or
representatives of the owners who were opposed to
including their specific properties, 11 Riverside
Drive, 214 West 72" and Rutgers Presbyterian Church
in the proposed extensions. Representatives of the
owner of 300 West 72" Street who requested that the
bui | di ng be deenmed a no-style building, and the
owners of the properties 255 West 70'", 255-269 West
715t Street, and 235 West 76'" Street who thought the
extensions was too large. The Conmm ssion received
two letters, a petition submtted by the West 80's
Nei ghbor hood Associ ation with 43 signatures and 10 e-
mails in support of the proposed designation. The
Conmmi ssion received two |letters fromowners who were
opposed to include their specific properties, 231 and
233 West 74'" Street and 228 and 230 West 75'" Street
in the proposed extension, and two e-mails including
one froman owner who was opposed to including their

specific property, 246 West 71% street in the
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proposed extension in opposition to designation. On
June 25'" 2013, the Conmission voted to designate
the West-End Coll egiate Historic Extension. The
West - End Col | egi ate Hi storic Extension consists of
approxi mately 220 residential and institutiona

buil dings and is | ocated west of Broadway between
West 70'" and West 79'" Streets. The boundaries of

t he extension enconpass and extend the boundaries of
the West End-Col l egiate Historic District, which was
desi gnated by the Landnmarks Preservati on Conm ssi on
in 1984 and nore than doubled the size of the his--of
the existing historic district. The buildings and
the extension were built primarily between the md
1880’s and the late 1920’ s and were desi gned by sone
of the City’'s nost prom nent architects such as

Cl arence True, Ceorge Pelham C. P.H Gl bert, Henry
Har denber gh, Lanmen [phonetic] and Tom n [ phoneti c]
Wl son for single-famly row houses and town houses.
El egant apartnent buil dings, particularly along West
End Avenue were designed by such architects as
Schwartz and Breaux [phonetic], Guy Tomahayo

[ phonetic], Rosario Gondella [phonetic], Emly Roth
and CGeorge Pel ham As the West End-Col | egi ate

Hi storic District Extension devel ops schools, houses
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of worship, and clubs were erected to serve the needs
of the growi ng population and its’ broad array of row
houses, town houses, flats, high rise apartnent

bui | di ngs, schools and churches. The West End-
Collegiate Historic District extension represents in
m crocosm t he devel opnent of the Upper West side of
New York since the md 19--md 1880s. Designed by
sonme of the City’'s nost promnent architect and
executing the dom nant styles of their eras, these
bui l dings forma distinct section of the Gty that
conplinments the previously designated Wst End-

Col | egi ate, West 71%' Street, Riverside Wst End

Ext ensi on One, and Riverside Drive Wst 80'" through
81" Street Historic Districts. The Conmission urges
you to affirmthis designation.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER:  Thank you very
much, Ms. Fernandez. | know Council Menber Brewer
has sonme questions and then obviously we have a | ot
of people in the roomto testify both on the District
as a whol e and on a nunber of specific buildings
entered as well. So let ne start by turning it over
to Council Menber Brewer.

COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

much, Chair Lander. | think the public may not know,
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but this is part of a nmuch |arger potenti al

desi gnation we’ve al ready done thanks to the Chair
and the Gty Council, a part--it’s a three part

desi gnation. So and peopl e should know that there’'s
already, if you ook at a map, there’'s already a

Hi storic District that is adjacent to the one we're
considering now | live in a Historic Distric on
95'" Street to the west of this, and ny District
office is in that sane district, so l'mreally
famliar with the issues that are before us today,

and | believe very strongly in the fact that this a

great proposal. | want to thank Community Board
Seven. | want to thank the Historic District
Council, these are all people naned by Jenny

Fer nandez, Landmar ks Conservancy, West End
Preservation Society al so known as VWEPS, the
Coalition for the Upper Wst side, Landmark West,
Coalition for Environnental Sound devel opnent, and
Bot ch [ phonetic] Luen [phonetic] all by herself. And
| say all this because the work that has gone into
hiring architects, doing organizing. Meting with
bui | di ngs has been phenonenal and none of this would
be happeni ng wi t hout Landmarks Preservation

Comm ssi on designating and at the sanme tine people
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putting in a lot of information, a |ot of support
work. So, | really thank everybody. There are three
things I want to ask you, Jenny Fernandez. Nunber
one, this particular portion of the West End Avenue
proposal has engendered nore di scussion than the

ot her portion. So, if a building wants to becone a
master plan building, can you describe the process so
t hat people understand that if they want to change
the wi ndow, they want to change the air conditioner,
the door, what the process is if they becone a naster
pl an buil di ng.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERNANDEZ: Sure. \Wen a
bui | di ng seeks to nmake those type of changes that
affect the entire building and it’s repetitive
el ements such as w ndows, through wall air
condi tioning units and such, the applicant or the
bui | ding owners, if it’s a co-op or if it’s a condo,
they get their board together and they can submt a
proposal to the Conm ssion to propose a one type of
change, you know, one type of wi ndow, and it gets
approved at a public hearing once, and once that has
been approved that becones a master plan. And then
anytine any of the units want to nmake that change,

for exanple, they want to change their w ndows, they
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just have to file an application that says that this
confornms to the naster plan, and they’' ||l receive an
aut hori zation to proceed fromthe Conm ssion. So
it’s a way to expedite and regul arize that type of
appl i cation, meking sure that the changes are

consi sted over time and doesn’t force the conplete
change of the building at the sane tine.

COUNCI L MEMBER BREVER:  And two
questions; what size buildings usually do this? And
second, how long is the tine frane usually between
once one has a master plan, the subm ssion of the
wi ndow change, staff review, and then getting back to
managenent. \Wat--those are the two questions |
have; tim ng and what size buil ding?

COUNCI L MEMBER FERNANDEZ: Usually
bui | di ngs six stories and over--

COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER: [i nterposi ng]
VWhat si--how bi g?

COUNCI L MEMBER FERNANDEZ: Over siXx
stories.

COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER: Over six stories,
okay.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERNANDEZ: Those are the

ones that usually would request those, but anyone can
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apply. And again, if you have this repetitive

el enent. Once that nmaster plan has been approved, if
one of the unit owners, anyone submts an application
and everything, you know, coincides with the nmaster

pl an, they can receive a response in as little as ten
busi ness days.

COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER: Ten busi ness
days?

COUNCI L MEMBER FERNANDEZ: They can
receive their authorization to proceed.

COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER: (kay. Second
questions is, if a building is in the Historic
District and they want to nake changes with the
devel oper; this is not ny choice, but people have
other opinions in mnd in life |I’ve heard.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER BREVWER: So, if sonebody
wants to nmake a |l arger building, they have to go
t hrough what | believe is called the Hardship
Proposal. | think it’s possible, but can you just
describe if--when that is granted, when it’s not
granted, or just give us sone paraneters on hardship?

COUNCI L MEMBER FERNANDEZ: O course, if

a building in a Hstoric District which has a style
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and has been deened of Historical significance in a
District, if they wish to denolish their building so
that they can replace it with another buil ding, they
can go through a hardship procedure; It’'s part of the
Landmar ks’ |aw, and the basic prem se of the hardship
procedure is that the building owner nust prove that
they cannot nmeke a six percent return on their

buil ding. And so nunerous factors go into that,

di fferent types of research and analysis go into
trying to prove that you can’'t make that six percent
return and at that tinme it’s sonething that would go
t hrough nunerous reviews at the Conm ssion, severa
public hearings, and then if it is deened that they
cannot make that six percent return, then the

Comm ssi on woul d grant the hardship and they can
proceed fromthere.

COUNCI L MEMBER BREVER: (kay, so when you
say Six percent return that’'s based on what? 1In
other words, is that the return that--‘cause nost of
the time these are nost of West End Avenue, there are
rentals but there are also co-ops. How does that get
determ ned in a co-op, for instance?

COUNCI L MEMBER FERNANDEZ: |’ m not

exactly sure who woul d get determned in a co-op
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The six percent return is basically a return on--you
know, factoring in for the building expenses and what
is comng into the building if they can't neet as a
m ni mum that threshold, then they can--they can apply
for a hardship.

COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER: (Okay. Next
question is, if you have a building that wants out
and prom ses in the future to do sonmething that is
what the community wants, is there any restrictive
decadent that could be put on that building. |Is that
sonething that is possible, or that’'s never been
done? In other words, I’mgoing to go out of the
designation, but | want to build, you know, something
for, God help us, honel ess people. You know, |'d
probably be shot and killed for doing that, but
that’s the kind of thing I like. So, would you--is
that anything that can be put on a building, a
restrictive deck, or is that sonething that is not
possi bl e under historic district designation?

COUNCI L MEMBER FERNANDEZ: It woul dn’t be
under the purview of the Comnm ssion itself, the
restrictive deck under those conditions. If in fact,
the building is taken out of the Historic District or

is not designated then the Conm ssion doesn’t have a
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jurisdiction over it at that tine, but | believe, |
nmean, that can take various forns, a restrictive
deck. 1’mnot exactly sure of it’s happening that
way in the past, but | have heard of restrictive
decks on buildings that, you know, prevent, but it’s
a larger sort of restr--fromthe Cty Council or--
COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER: [i nt er posi ng]
kay. And then just for a mnute, going back to this
master plan, do you have a | ot of buildings that have
a master plan process now that you work under?
COUNCI L MEMBER FERNANDEZ: Yes, a |lot of
bui | di ngs specifically on the Upper Wst side and
some--a lot of the existing districts where there are
a lot of apartnent buildings that, you know, they
have these types of repetitive changes. They do have
master plans and sometinmes they apply to renew the
mast er plans or update them when for exanple, w ndow
technol ogy changes and they want to change the
wi ndows t hat were approved under a previous plan.
COUNCI L MEMBER BREVWER: And do you know
per year if any hardship applications are nade and
granted, or how -do you have any nunbers or cents in

ternms of hardship?
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COUNCI L MEMBER FERNANDEZ: Hardship
applications are pretty rare. W don’'t get many of
t hose, and over the course of the Conmm ssion’'s
exi stence | think there have been maybe a handful of
har dshi ps that have been granted. Again, the process
is pretty lengthy and trying to neet that threshold
of proving that you can’t make that six percent
return again. So there’s no--1 don’t have the exact-

COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER: [i nterposing]
Ckay.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERNANDEZ: [i nterposing]
nunbers ri ght now.

COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER: | think that’s
it, M. Chair. | want to thank Jenny Fernandez in
particul ar, she’s a real exanple of what a public
servant is, and also to thank the Landmarks
Preservation Conm ssion. Thank you very nuch.

[ appl ause]

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: And | publicly al so
want to thank you, Council Menber, for doing such a
good job of hel ping us understand these issues.
appreci ate the advanced briefing fromyou, and I know

your constituents here on all sides really appreciate
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both your fierce fighting for their nei ghborhood and
for preservation and for listening to everyone in the
district. [applause] That's far |ess resoundi ng than
they did for you | ast week, but it’ll have to do for
today. | also want to recognhize we were | oi ned
briefly by the chair of the Land Use Commttee,
Counci | Menber Leroy Conrie, and we have been joi ned
by two great chanpi ons of preservation, one nenber of
the Committee, Council Menber Rosie Mendez from
Manhat t an; Wl cone, and al so we are joined by Counci
Menber Letitia Janes, who though not a nmenber of this
Committee is a great friend and chanpi on of Historic
Preservation. Wl cone and thank you. Does anyone

el se have questions for Ms. Fernandez on these two
items before we nove to public testinony? Seeing
none. Thank you very nuch. W do--and stick around,
we have a couple other itens still on the cal endar
Wonderful, okay, great. So now the timng is
perfect. W have three esteened elected officials in
the room and | amgoing to get to invite themall up
to testify. No, no, alright, he's just gonna
witness. That’'s very good. Well welcone to

Congressman Serrano, and let ne invite State Senators
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Serrano and Hoyl man to cone up and present their
testi mony. Yes, go ahead, yes.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Ch, sure, sure.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Pl ease.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you, Chair Lander
and nmenbers of the Committee and ot her Counci
Menbers who are here. M nane is Brad Hoyl man and
|’ma State Senator representing the 27'" District,
which is in the southern tip of the proposed West
End- Col | egiate Historic District. | wanted to thank
you for the opportunity to present testinony in here
and strong support of extending the Wst End-
Collegiate Historic District to include this
remar kabl e concentration of historic buildings.
First, I wanted to echo the thanks to the Landmarks
Preservation Conmission for its June 25'" approval of
t he extension, which as you know, is generally
bounded by West 70'" Street and West 79'" Street al ong
portions of Wst End Avenue, Riverside Drive, and
Broadway. | wanted to al so extend ny hearty thanks
to Council Menber Brewer for all of her advocacy,
Community Board Seven, and Mark Diller [phonetic],
the Coalition for Livable Wst Side, (inaudible)

Hi storic District Council, and of course the Wst End
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Preservation Society; we would not be here today

wi thout their efforts, Richard Enory [phonetic],

Eri ca Peterson, and Joset Ammato [ phonetic] thank you
all so nmuch for you advocacy. | think they are due a
round of applause. As you know the extension is a
crucial part of the larger stretch that Counci

Menber Brewer mentioned, which reaches from 70" to
109'" street, and for which preservati oni st,

communi ty advocates, and el ected officials have |ong
sought the protections afforded by historic district
designation. A study of this area, as | think you
know, by Andrew Dol kart found that its buil dings have
uni que architectural and historic nerit. The
proposed historic district captures a relatively
short but significant window of tine in late 19'"
Century and early 20'" Century architecture. During
this period, economc and social forces largely a
result of the introduction of service on the
revolutionary IRT |ine beneath Broadway in 1904,
contributed to the redevel opment of Wst End Avenue
and Riverside Drive fromlowrise row houses am dst
rural |andscapes to an enduring chain of grand
apartnent buil di ngs designed by prom nent architects

| i ke Rosario Candel a, George and Edward Bl um Enery
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Rot h, Lam [ phonetic] and R ch, Schwartz and G oss; |
live in a Schwartz and Gross building. These are
anong the finest exanples of New York City’'s early
20'" Century nulti-family dwellings and forma
cohesi ve and uni quely New York nodel for this kind of
Upper West side living. As Dol kart describes in his
report, “The buildings and the avenues create a
trenendous sense of place with consistent height,

cl adding nmaterials and build out to the lot Iine.
Nest| ed between these are Neo-flem sh [phonetic] West
End- Col | egi ate Church and superl ative [i naudi bl e]
apartnent house.” | think fol ks had seen the article
in this weeks’ or |ast weeks’ New York Tines which
reviewed the area and said that, “What West End is
known for are the type of 14 and 16 story apartnent
houses, many of them co-ops with stone reliefs above
the front doors that march al nost uniformy northward
from about West 72" Street.” He also said, “But the
feature that may say the npost about West End

tinmel essness is that there are still surviving phone
boot hs on the avenue, whose dial tones continue to
hum” And that’'s ny two year olds favorite--one of
her favorite books is called The Lonely Phone Boot h,

which is fromthat nei ghborhood. The findings nake a
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conmpel ling case for the extensions designation.
Unfortunately, M. Chair, | think you know that the
voraci ous New York real estate market if left
unchecked poses a serious threat to the cohesive span
of historic architecture in this neighborhood.

Al ready, Neo- Renai ssance row houses at 732 and 734
West End Avenue, |ocated in the proposed district
have been denolished and the sites owner has obt ai ned
a permit fromthe New York City Departnent of

Buil dings to construct a tall residential building
that likely will not conformto the areas aesthetic
character. The sane owner had al so sought permits to
denol i sh row houses at 508 and 510 West End Avenue

| ocated in the R verside West End Historic District
Extensi on. These cases, M. Chair, illustrate the
risk of leaving critical portions of New York's
architectural history unprotected. It is essentia
that the Gty Council acts now and desi gnates the
West End-Col | egiate Historic District Extension in
its” entirety. | thank you for all of your efforts
and very happy to be here today and | end ny support.
Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you very much

Senator Serrano. | think Senator Hoyl man has raised




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COWM TTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLI C SI TI NG AND MARI TI ME
USES 44

the bar here. That’s anobngst the nost erudite
testi mony on the connections between urban history,
architectural nerit, and certainly old dial tone
tel ephones | think that we’ve received fromany non-
expert that | renenber--

SENATOR SERRANG: [interposing] It was
amazi ng.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you very much

SENATOR SERRANO. Thank you Senat or
Hoyl man. And it--

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: [i nterposing] No, we
appreciate it. So, Senator Serrano?

SENATOR SERRANGC. Thank you so nuch, M.
Chair. And | want to thank the Commttee for giving
me the opportunity to cone by and say hell o and thank
ny col | eague Senator Brad Hoyl man. He and | partner
on the Upper West side and he’s a great colleague to
work with, and it’s nice to back. You see, |’ m
getting choked up. It’s been a while since |I’ve been
here, but it’s nice to be here with all of you. And
|’ mhere to speak in support of the proposed West
Side Collegiate Historic District Extension, and I
want to thank you for providing with the opportunity

to testify before all of you here today. MW nane is
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Jose M Serrano, and |"'mthe State Senator for the
29'" Senate District, which enconpasses a part of the
Upper West side of Manhattan, in particular ny
District represents a portion of the Wst Side
Collegiate Historic District, which is the subject of
today’s hearing. Throughout my career in public
office | have fought to preserve and enhance the
cultural and artistic significance of our great city.
The architectural wonders that we see in the
bui | dings on the Upper West Side are part of our
cultural fabric and we owe it to the community as
wel |l as future generations to preserve them
Therefore, would like to express ny full support of

t he Landmark Preservation Conm ssion’s decision to
extend the historic district on the Upper West side,
and | respectfully urge that this decision be
reaffirmed here today by the Gty Counci
Subconmittee. As I'msure you re aware, the
extension of the Historic District has |ong been
desired by preservationi sts, conmunity advocates,
community nenbers and elected officials alike. A
recent study of the area in question, as nentioned by
Senat or Brad Hoyl man, was conducted by Andrew

Dol kart, a | eading architectural historian and
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di rector of Colunbia University's Historic
Preservation program M. Dol kart concl uded that the
area’s buil dings have a unique architectural and
historic nerit. |If we do not act--if we do not act
to protect the Upper West side, this unique
architectural --this unique architectural nmerit may be
lost to the real estate market which will seek to
devel op and conpletely alter the | andscape of the
area. |In fact, we have al ready seen a significant
anount of devel opnent in and around the area in
question. For instance, Neo-Renai ssance row houses
at 732 and 734 West End Avenue have been denol i shed
and the site’s owner has obtained a permt fromthe
Departnent of Buildings to construct a | arge
residential building which will alter the aesthetic
character of the neighborhood. [If such devel opnent
is continually |eft unchecked, the entire character
of the neighborhood will be transfornmed fromits’
current historical state to sonething nuch different,
somet hing nuch | ess unique. W cannot allowthis to
happen and we nust protect the cultural and historic
significance that is so engrained in the Upper West
side. Therefore, it is essential that the Cty

Council act now to designate the West End-Col |l egi ate
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Hi storic District Extension in its entirety, and I
t hank you for your consideration of my conments.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you very rmnuch
Senator. | think you rose to neet the bar; nade your
fat her proud.

SENATOR SERRANG Exceeded it. Exceeded

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you, both
seriously very much for testifying. It means a | ot
when el ected officials at other |evels of governnent
cone before us to talk about the ways in which a
historic district matters to themand their
constituents, so thank you. Any questions for the
Senators fromny col |l eagues? Thank you very nuch for
your tinme. | really appreciate it. Alright. So we
will now start alternating back and forth--we have--
bet ween peopl e supportive and peopl e opposed in whol e
or in part to the designation. We'll put two or three
or four people on a panel. W wll be using the--the
tinmer, and giving everyone two mnutes to testify
‘cause we have about, | don’t know, 25 people signed
up to testify on this item So let nme ask for the
first panel in favor to cone up, Andrea CGol dw n,

Si meon Bankoff, Botya Lewton, and Richard Enory. And
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on the first panel in opposition, we’ll ask Peggy Ma
[ phonetic] and Richard Lobell from 214 West 72"
Street; so be ready after that. ©Cnh, | apol ogi ze, |
ski pped--1 apol ogi ze. You know what, |I'’msorry. |
didn’'t see that we have the comrunity--oh, ny bad.
apol ogi ze. Hang on one minute. W'’re first going to
hear from Conmuntiy Board Seven, Mark Diller’s here
on both 913 and 918, and we have two ot her
representatives of elected officials, David Bail ey,
representing Senator Espaillat, and Paul Soye
[ phonetic] representing Essenbly Menber Rosenthal .
So let nme ask the three of you to cone up and then
we'll go to the subsequent panels with ny apol ogi es.
MARK DI LLER: Good norning. Shall we
gi ve testinony sequentially on each of the--of the
two matters? Geat, thank you. Good norning, ny
name is Mark Diller. I amthe Chair of Community
Board Seven on the Upper West side where both Saint
Paul the Apostle Church and obviously the Wst End
Hi storic District are located. So I'll--if | nay,
"Il start with Saint Paul the Apostle Church, and
then proceed to the West End Historic District. W
are grateful to the Commttee. Thank you Chair Lander

and nmenbers of the Conmmittee and ot her counci
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menbers who are here for hearing us on this. W’re
al so grateful to Landmarks Preservation both for its
initial designation and for its process in revising
it. We're also grateful to Landmarks Preservation
for holding a second public hearing on this matter.
The first one was held and CB7 m ssed it because CB7
had not yet been organized. The first public hearing
was 45 years ago, and they--and so this has been in
the works for a while, but we're glad to see it cone
to a successful fruition. Mich of the virtues of the
bui | di ng have already been extolled and 1’| probably
denigrate themby trying to enulate that, so instead
"1l sinply note by adding that while the interior of
a church shoul d never be considered as part of the
reason for a | andmark designation, it’s noteworthy
that the value of this building to its owners and to
the comunity at |arge was one that included el enents
desi gned and constructed by Stanford White, John

Laf arge [ phonetic] and August Sangardans [ phonetic].
W also note with pride that the portions of the
former Croton Aqueduct are included in the foundation
of the building, thus continuing the West side’s

hi story of recycling. The--the decision to separate

the Convent Buil ding and designate only the church
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building is an apt conpromi se in this instance.
mention it because ordinarily Comunity Board Seven
I s--does not favor the conprom ses or separation of
part of building fromanother part of a building.
Carve outs |ike that would do violence to the
historic fabric. [If you think of Saint Bart’s Church
on Park Avenue or our own Park West Presbyterian
Churh, the fabric needs to have the whol e preserved.
If you take a | ook at the--at this particular Convent
bui l ding, you Il see that it is--it is as best
unremar kabl e and so this is an exception that prove
the rule. Thus, Conmunity Board Seven strongly
recommends t he designation of Saint Paul the Apostle
Church at it’'s presented to you. This is a calmng
anchor on the very seam between the residential and
the conmercial parts of our city, and it should
remain for future generations. That concludes ny
testinony on Saint Paul the Apostle. 1’'ll now nove
onto the West End Historic District.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you.

MARK DI LLER: W th again, thanks to the
Committee and to Landmarks Preservation. Again, npst
has al ready been said about the wonderful buildings

that are here. | think you need | ook no further than
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the new building at 95'" and 96'" Street on West End
Avenue, which again is at best unremarkabl e and see
what happens when the historic fabric is interrupted
by the denolition of town houses and period
residential buildings and replaced with nodern
construction that doesn’'t conform The West End-
Col |l egi ate Extension is really the quintessentia
part of what we think of as West End Avenue or Upper
West side apartnents, those ones that we all aspire
to, but sadly few of us can actually live in. Those
ones with apartnents that go on for days and days.
It’s sort of a platonic ideal of what a residentia
corridor should be, and it needs to be preserved in
tact in order to naintain the sense of place that the
historic district statute requires of us. There were
some questions and earlier testinony about
adapt ati ons and changes and it’s worthy to note that
recent rul e-making of the Landmarks Preservation
Commi ssion allows a far greater nunber of
applications for adaptations to be nade at staff

| evel, to be approved at staff level. Thus, while
there is a mniml burden to maintaining the--their
historic district, it is--it is balanced by an

appropriate process at each point. The classic Cary
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Grant novie, M. Blanding Builds his Dream House,
descri bes a young nan who noves his famly from West
End Avenue to a--to build a dream house in
Connecticut, and of course all the problens that
ensue with new construction. It would be appropriate
that when the M. Blandings of this world conme to
their senses and return to New York City, that they
find West End Avenue as they left it, which is the
pristine and functional residential corridor that it
deserved to be. |If | nmay be indul ged, a persona
note, this--1 amtermlimted as Chair of Conmunity
Board Seven, and one of ny first votes nore than five
years ago on the Preservation Commttee before | was
Chair was on this very matter; CB7 has been proud to
support the designation, this entire matter from

begi nning to end, and we hope to see it through to a
successful conclusion. That was--1 was wel coned into
that Commttee by Lenore Norman and we had the--we
had Ada Loui se Huxtabl e invoked earlier today. Well,
Lenore Norman and Ada Loui se Huxtabl e were | egends of
nmovi ng a functional and appropriate Landmarks
Preservation novenent in New York, and |I'm-while
termlimted |’mvery proud that | am-ny |ast

opportunity to cone before is to try to see her work
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conpleted. So with respect | urge the adoption and
designation of this--of this district with thanks.
CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you very nuch.
DAVI D BAILEY: Hi, ny nane’s David
Bail ey, I'’mhere on behalf of State Senator Adriano
Espaill at who al so represents part of this historic
district. Good norning and thank you for allow ng ne
to testify before you today. As the State Senat or
for the 31° District, which includes nost of West
End Avenue, Senator Espaillat is proud to support the
extensi on of West End, or the extension of the West
End- Col | egiate Historic district. He encourages the
City Council’s Subconmm ttee on Landmarks, Public
Siting, and Maritinme Uses to approve this extension.
Senator Espaillat would like to thank the Landmarks
Preservati on Conm ssion for approving the proposed
West End-Col l egiate Historic District Extension and
organi zati ons such as the West End Preservation
Soci ety, Landmark Quest, and the Coalition for a
Li vabl e West Side, for their advocacy on this issue.
By supporting this extension, the LPC was recogni zi ng
that this portion of the Upper Wst Side has
cultural, architectural, and historic significance.

Many of the buildings were constructed at the turn of
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the Century, designed by renounced architects and are
greatly appreciated by New Yorkers. By granting
approval of this extension they' |l further ensure
that the Upper West side will retain its beauty. The
nei ghbor hood’ s uni que charm cherished livability,
and comunity oriented nature are qualities worth
preserving. | do understand the concerns over the
expansion of this historic district during these
econonmic tinmes. \While devel oping opportunities wll
exi st in the nei ghborhood, this extension wl|l
mai ntain the aesthetic qualities that have made this
community desirable and i ncrease property val ue.
Today | join community | eaders and residents in fully
supporting the West End-Col |l egiate Historic District
Extension, and | encourage this conmmttee to approve
this project. It is a respons--as it is the resp--
sorry. As it is the responsible course to take in
protecting our city. Thank you.

PAUL SAWWER. Good norning. M nane is
Paul Sawyer, |I'mhere to deliver a testinony on
behal f of Assenbly Menber Linda B. Rosenthal. Good
nor ni ng, thank you for the opportunity to conment at
today’s hearing. As the Assenbly Menber for New

York's 67'" Assembly District representing
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Manhattan’ s Upper West Side and parts of Cinton and
Hel | s Kitchen, a proud nenber of the Wst End
Preservation Society and a |lifetine resident of the
nei ghbor hood, | strongly support the proposed

| andmar k desi gnati on of the West End-Col | egi ate

Hi storic District Extension, the second of three
proposed such extensions on West End Avenue. |I--this
proposal woul d expand the district to include ngjor
portions of the West 70'" Street up to West 79'"
Street, fromRiverside Drive to Broadway, and I
bel i eve that approval of the proposal is crucial to
preserving the aesthetic, charm and historic
significance of the area. The proposed historic

di strict extension contains nunerous significantly
archi --nunmerous architecturally significant apartnent
bui | di ngs and brownstones dating fromthe late 19'"
and early 20'" centuries. One of the unique
qualities of the avenue is it’s incredibly |ong
stretch of pre-war buil dings unseen anywhere else in
the City. The Wst End Avenue thoroughfare is
renowned for its nostly unbroken street wall of
apartment buildings built in conplenmentary
architectural styles. These buildings are unique in

the Gty because of their conposite structure, and
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al t hough none date before the 19'" Century, the
bui l dings feature architectural flourishes that were
called the Italian Renai ssance and Second French
Enpire. West End Avenue, its side streets, are hone
to historically significant styles of architecture
and this district will be a |logical extension to
other landmark districts further up town. As a
l'ifelong Upper West-Sider | have seen our

nei ghbor hood change over tine in nany ways. As a
little girl | renmenber gazing up at the gargoyl es and
admring the different textures and colors of the
masonry on the buildings al ong West End Avenue. |
was awed by these pretty buil dings, but of course,
did not understand their inportance. Now as an adult
| understand that | was |ooking at historically

not ewort hy and architecturally significant
decorations such as egg and dart nol di ng and keystone
detailing. |In an ever-changing city the consistency
of facades al ong West End Avenue, Riverside Drive and
Broadway warrant protection. |If we do not preserve
areas of historic value, we |eave themopen to
projects that do not conpl enent the nei ghborhood s

hi storic character and charm In recent years, the

cohesi ve appearance of the corridor has faced threats
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of new i nappropriate construction and devel opnent,
and these threats will no doubt becone a reality for
many bui |l di ngs of proposed extension unless it is
inproved in its entirety, leaving the area w thout
the essential character of the nei ghborhood for which
t he Upper West side, especially West End Avenue is
known.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: So we need one or
t wo- -

PAUL SAWER: Sorry. A historic
designation for this unique stretch of Wst End
Avenue is a nmeans by which to ensure smart and
contextual i zed devel opnent here on the Upper West
side. Preserving the architectural integrity of this
area for future generations will help preserve the
very things that attracted famlies here in the first
pl ace. Designating this stretch of West End Avenue as
a historic district conplenments our greater vision
for the city and will preserve the uni que beauty of
this area for years to cone. | offer my conplete
support for the West End-Col |l egiate Historic District
Extension, and | urge the City Council to approve the

proposed bl ocks for | andmark designation. Thank you.
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CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you, and we’'re
adding to this panel Rebecca Godl ewi cz from Manhatt an
Bor ough President Scott Stringer’s office.

REBECCA GODLEW CZ: Thank you very nuch.
My nanme is Rebecca Godl ewicz. |’ m speaking on behalf
of Manhattan Borough President, Scott M Stringer.
I’d |ike to thank Chairperson Brad Lander and the New
York Gty Council Subcomm ttee on Landmarks, Public
Siting, and Maritine Uses for the opportunity to
testify today on the proposed West End-Col | egi ate
Hi storic District Extension. | along with the Upper
West side community have stood before the Landmarks
Preservation Conmi ssion and City Council in past
years express our support for the proposed Riverside
West End Historic District--1"msorry, for the Wst
End- Col l egiate Historic District Extension. Today, |
mai ntain ny support to preserve the physical
envi ronnment and historic character of the Upper West
si de nei ghbor hood t hrough this proposed | andmark
designation. This is the second of three expansion
areas which will further expand the Wst End-

Col l egiate Historic District boundaries to include
bui l dings that share simlar architectural styles and

materials. Akin to the buildings wthin the
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desi gnated district, the ones in the proposed

di strict represent the devel opnment and housi ng

hi story of the Upper West Side. The proposed
district is currently home to a collection of early
row houses built in the late 19'" Century in the
Italian, French, and Fl emi sh Renai ssance stylistic
forms as well as sone of the finest exanples of
apartment buil dings constructed in the early 20!
Century in Manhattan. The evolution of built forns
and the preservation of the variety of housing stock
very much contribute to the great sense of

nei ghbor hood character that exists in the Upper West
Si de today. The elevation of apartnment |iving has

changed the way we live in the Cty, creating denser

o

nei ghbor hoods that help foster close knit and engage
communities. Therefore, | once again urge the
Commttee to carry on its efforts to preserve this
uni que and hi storic nei ghborhood. Thank you for
giving ne the opportunity to speak today.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thanks very nuch to
the four of you for testifying, we appreciate it.
Any questions? Council Menber Brewer?

COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER: | have a question

for Mark Diller. | think the Conmunity Board did
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have one exenption or discussion of one exenption.
I’mjust wondering if that’s true, and if so, could
you el abor at e?

MARK DI LLER:  Yes, the-there is one and
only one exclusion fromthe proposed district that
Community Board Seven did support. It was a building
on--it is a building on West 72" street at the very
edge of the district. So it would sinply be renoving
one 20 foot wi de building fromthe proposed district.
The reason for it was that through incredibly
i rresponsi bl e devel opnent practices and construction
practices froma very |arge building, the Trader Joes
building, if you will. On that corner the building
was underm ned to a point where it’s unsafe, and we
actual ly had concerns that the instability of that
buil ding would affect the building next to it and so
on down the line. There was al so economc
consi derations that influenced us, and |I believe sone
of the speakers that will followw Il speak to those
as well. This was the exception, again, that proves
the rule. The Community Board was noved by the--by
the incredibly unfair treatnment of the building next
door which literally put construction naterials,

i nvaded the walls of their building and underm ned
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it. Also we were noved by the--by the prom ses
undertaken by the applicant, by the owners of that
buil ding. They commtted to a restrictive declaration
that would require themto, in effect, denolish by
hand and build an enorm-an enornously and costly and
careful way of reconstructing whatever buil di ng woul d
follow so that the underm ning of their building
woul d not affect the building next door, the building
i medi ately to the west. So, for those reasons ny
board was convinced in this one small instance that
there--that there was roomfor--and since the
econoni ¢ hardship that had been placed on this
bui | di ng had been--it was so severe and wi t hout
recourse. There’ s a--ny understanding was that they
were forced to sign a rel ease and perhaps didn’'t even
under st and what the consequences of that rel ease
were, that effectively elimnated their ability to
re-coop the damage fromthe buil ding next door. So
for a variety of reasons this was an unusua
circunstance. Qur general rule is that we believe
that the historic districts by their very nature need
to be intact, need not to be a crenelated or in and
out kind of--of--of [inaudible] ‘cause the whole

point is preserving the whol e uni que sense of space.
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So this be--so all those reasons, the economc
har dshi p, the devastation fromthe buil di ng next
door, and the fact that it was the very |ast eastern-
nost building in the proposed portion of the district
such that noving it back one--one house does not do
viol ence to the overall proposal; nmy board saw fit to
approve that request.

COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER:  Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you, and |
know, you know obviously, neans a lot to us that
Community Board Seven takes its responsibilities very
seriously that it’s a very preservation oriented
board and so we don’'t take it lightly that you have
t hat deliberation.

MARK DI LLER: Thank you so nuch

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Any ot her questions
for this panel, Council Menber Arroyo?

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO  Thank you, M.
Chair. Just a point of clarification. Wat was the
boar--the Comm ssion’s final ruling given the
recommendati on of the board.

MARK DI LLER: | believe that the
Commi ssi on designated the entire district as proposed

wi t hout the carve out.
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COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO  And you’ re okay
with that?

MARK DI LLER: It was an accommodati on we
made to an applicant, who | believe will be before
you. | respect the Landmarks Preservation
Commi ssion’s determi nations. Cbviously, in this one
tiny instance we had a small just difference of
opi nion. There are any nunber of tinmes when LPC and
we see things slightly differently. So would I--so,
| have to own up to the--1 have to acknow edge the
position of ny board, but the overall point of our
board is to designate the entire district, and so we
believe the board did in substantial performance what
it was that we asked themto do.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO  So despite that
the Board s recommendati on was not adopted by the
Comm ssion, you' re asking us to adopt the ful
district?

MARK DI LLER: Actually, | believe that |
am constrained by the votes of ny Board to reconmend
the adoption of the entire district and to commend to
you the request of the applicant for an excl usion,

but just that one.
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COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO  Thank you, M.
Chai r.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: And just for fol ks
her e who--who--who may or nmay not be aware, we have
t he--you know, we have--it’s not an up or down all or
not hing option at the Conmttee level. W do have
before us the power to renove a building. So, that’s
sonet hing that’s under considerati on now and why
we're here taking testinony. Thanks very nuch for
the four you. W’re going to have a brief, very
bri ef pause. You guys--actually, the next panel that
| nmentioned before can come up, but we're going to
| ose quorum | think, and so I'd |ike to vote the
three itens that we heard while the next panel is
com ng up and just go ahead and vote on those three
itens, and then we' |l continue, then we’'ll resune
testinony on this one. So unless the--

COUNSEL: Land Use itens 910, 912, and
914; Chair Lander?

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Aye on all three.

COUNSEL: Council| Menber Pal ma?

COUNCI L MEMBER PALNMA:  Aye on all

COUNSEL: Council Menber Arroyo?

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO  Aye.
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COUNSEL: Counci | Menber Mendez?

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: | vote aye.

COUNSEL: Council Menber WIIlians?

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS:  Aye.

COUNSEL: And by a vote of five in the
affirmative and zero in the negative, these three
itenms are adopted.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Just for those of
you keeping with us--keeping the score card, that
| eaves Land Use 911, 913, 915, 16, 17, and 18 from
today’ s cal endar, which are not going to get voted
today and they’' |l be laid over to our--to Wdnesday
norni ng when we’ |l have a neeting of the Landmarks
Commttee prior to the--Landmarks Subcommittee prior
to the Land Use Committee. Ckay, with that we wll
now nove to the first panel that | have called
before. W have up here Andrea Gol dwi n, Sineon
Bankof f, Botya Lewton, and Richard Enory. Thank you.

ANDREA GOLDWN: Alright. Good day,

Chai r Lander and Council Menbers. |’ m Andrea Col dwi n
speaki ng on behal f of--

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: [i nt erposing] |

apol ogi ze, one nore thing, we don’t have a buzzer.
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The buzzer’s not working on the tine clock, so we'l]l
wave or sonet hi ng.

ANDREA GOLDW N: [interposing] Very fast.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: To | et everyone
know. W apol ogi ze for putting people on a two
mnute tinme clock, but we’ve got a | ot of people and
we'd like to hear fromeveryone. Go ahead.

ANDREA GOLDW N:  Speaki ng on behal f of
the New York Landnmarks Conservancy. Through the
years ago the conservancy enthusiastically testified
in favor of the West End-Col |l egiate historic
district. W’'re very pleased to be here today to
support the extension. W’ve |listened to the
concerns of a few building owners, but believe that
the Council should affirmthe entire extension. Like
the originally district, the extension is conposed
primarily of structures represented several phases of
devel opnent desi gned by prom nent architects of the
19'" and 20'" centuries. The extension offers a
master class in masonry buil dings fromthose years
starting wth brownstone and |i nmestone row houses,
continuing in two nmajor phases of apartnent buil dings
in limestone and brick and finding a post-war

expression in the md-century Schwab buil di ng.
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Styl es range from Romanesque and Renai ssance Revi val
to Queen Anne and Neo-Gec to streaniine Mdern.
They' re decorated with rustication, scul ptural stone
details, nolded brick and terracotta. Across the

di strict, asymetrical massing and varied roof |ines
of the row houses forman attractive conplenent to
the stately symmetry of classical apartnent
buildings. In total, this district conveys the intact
and coherent sense of place. Historic District

desi gnation stabilizes conmunities and inproves
property values. Just as designation has benefitted
the West End-Col l egiate District, the extension wll
enhance the nei ghborhood ensuring that any
alterations are guided by the landmark’s |law. The
Conservancy is pleased to join with neighbors, public
officials, Council Menber Brewer, and
preservationists in support of this designation. In
particular we're grateful to the Wst End
Preservation Society for initiating this effort. And
as always, we’'re happy to offer the assistance of our
hi storic properties fund, Secret Sites Program and
Techni cal Services staff to the owner and users of

buildings in the District. Thank you.
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SI MEON BANKOFF:  Good afternoon Counci
Menmbers. Sineon Bankoff, Historic Districts Council
I’mactually going to testify on two things, one very
briefly, the Church of Saint Paul the Apostle to
whi ch we support the designation. | just want to
mention that actually, the Historic Districts Counci
did support the exclusion of the Convent on the site,
which is very unusual for us. It was explained to us
by the Landmarks Commi ssioner and by exami nation of
the site, that the building which was non-historica
in nature and al so not very--and not very prom nent
fromthe public way, had certain issues, and we felt
that for the greater cause of the church it would be
the sensible thing to go with the astonishing
buil ding and allow this small uninportant non-
significant building to be taken out of Landmark
purview. As you know, that is extraordinarily
uncharacteristic of us. | was at a neeting the other
day, and sonmeone who should really know better just
turned around to ne and said, “Wll, you know,
nei ghbor hood preservation takes care of itself.”
VWi ch this experience of the West End Avenue Historic
District proves to be a conplete and utter m s-

statenent. This has been a wonderful and conti nues
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to be a fantastic master class in community

organi zati on and comrunity support and comrunity
desire to protect, enhance, and guide the future of
the area. This historic districts of the Upper West
Si de are sonme of the nost desirable, thriving

nei ghborhoods in the City and are clear success
stories. It’s easy to understand why the residents
of these extensions want the sanme protection as their
| andmar ks nei ghbor - -1 andmar k nei ghbors. These are
areas whi ch have bl ossoned, prospered organically by
growi ng naturally rather than under the heat |anps of
real estate speculation. This is a nei ghborhood whose
val ue has been accruing for decades. |nvestnent mnust
be protected and future devel opnent nust be gui ded
into appropriate forns, and that is why we actually
strongly support the inclusion of the building on
West 72" Street even if there were a situation where
the building would need to be denolished. W believe
that the oversight of the Landmarks Comm ssion and
the Conmunity Board woul d be the appropriate nethod
to |l ook at new devel opnent on that site, rather than
goi ng down the avenue of private resdecks [phonetic]
and having to negotiate on the side. W strongly

urge the Subcommttee to support this--the inportant
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wor k of LPC, uphold these designations, and we | ook
forward to the final piece of the puzzl e happening
soon.

BATYA LEWTON: Batya Lewton, Coalition
for a Livable West Side, 1'Il be very brief. | want
to thank our fabul ous Council Wman Gal e Brewer for
her | eadership, for WEPS, Richard Enery, Erica
Pet erson, and Josette Amato for fashioning this
effort on behalf of the entire community and the
entire city, and of course, the Landmarks
Preservation Conm ssion which has done a fantastic
job. They listen to everybody’ s argunment concerning
carve-outs. W fully support their designation of
this part of the historic district extension as is
with no carve-outs.

Rl CHARD EMERY: Thank you. M/ nane is
Ri chard Enery. |’mco-founder along with Erica
Peterson and Josette Amato of the West End
Preservation Society, and thanks to Gale Brewer and
her enornously powerful and clear |eadership there at
the founding along with several other el ected
officials fromour area. This has been a comunity
effort that is, |I think, nore remarkabl e than any

|’"ve certainly ever been involved with and that it
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has a unity and a sense of comunity about it that is
unique. On the nerits | think people have spoken. |
think Mark Diller was articulate as were nmany others
here today in describing why the nerit, the
underlying nerits of this district are not very
controversial actually. But |I think there's one
poi nt that hasn’t been nentioned, which | think Chair
Lander woul d--that woul d appeal to you directly, and
that is that this Council 30 years ago designated a
serpentine district that we're sinply filling in.
This is a sinple lift, if you will. This is just
conpl eti ng unfinished work that this Counci

undert ook sonme tinme ago, and it makes ultinate sense
that this be conpl eted because of the nature.

There’s no di stingui shing between what was previously
done and what we’re asking the Council to do know,
both the Council’s already done and the District

al ready approved the district now before you and the
district to be before you in the future on the north
end. So | really think that this is a, a sinple
decision. | hope it’'s a sinple decision, and | think
al so that the proof of this decision in the

i ntervening 30 years is shown in the disconcerting

breaks in the district that have occurred, 95'"
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Street, 81°% Street; there are a couple places where
you see the scars of devel opnent in what otherw se
woul d be pristine pre-war environnent and
architecture. So the proof is in the pudding, if you
will. | also think that we have to trust Landmarks
Preservation. W have to trust the LPC and its
process, and it’'s for that reason that we're
supporting the designation of the district and the
affirmation of that designation as a whole, and we
think that the | andmarks process has proven itself
and where exceptions and changes need to be nade,

t hey have proven thenselves to be responsible in

al | owi ng consi stent devel opnent, and that’s why the--
under their nethodol ogy, and that’s why we should
trust the--the |legislature should trust the

adm ni strative agency to deal with the individua
exceptions rather than trying to assess the

I ndi vi dual exceptions as a part of a legislative
process. That should be part of an adm nistrative
process, is our view. And therefore we urge you to
desi gnate and nove forward with the designation
process for the entire district. Thank you very

much.
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CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you very much
Any questions for this panel?

RI CHARD EMERY: Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON LANDER: | just really
appreciate all of your hard work. W knowit’s a |ot
of wi sdom and years of work represented there. So
thank you. Okay, for the first panel in opposition,
we're just going to cover 214 West 72" Street. So
invite Peggy Ma and Richard Lobel up, and | want to
flag that | have a few m nutes nore here, but
unfortunately, | have a conpeting appoi ntnment and so
| "ve asked Council Menber Mendez to take the--take
the gavel in a few mnutes. And our next panel in
favor will be Susan Cotrie [phonetic] Madal ynn Morez
[ phonetic] Mchael Meltzer and Judith Love.

RI CHARD LOBEL: Good afternoon, ny nane
Is Richard Lobel. I'mfromthe law firm of Shel don
Lobel PC, and with nme today is Peggy Ma, who is the
owner of 214 West 72" Street and we're here today to
speak to you about this property which obviously has
engendered sone prior conversations with the
Conmttee. | would start by saying that this
bui | di ng has been owned by Peggy for a little over 25

years, and in 2007 as the Commttee is now aware
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there was a denolition which took place on 200 West
72" Street, and that denolition was not just a
standard denolition. For what happened was, during
the course of that denolition, half of the parting
wal | of 214 West 72" Street was destroyed

I nterl ocking beanms which tied both 212 and 214 West
72" Street were taken down, and in addition to that,
as Chair Dillard of Community Board Seven has noted,
there was a series of actions which were not

nei ghborly and not akin to other behavior on the
Upper West Side. There were construction materials
pl aced on the site. There was extensive denolition
damage which started taking place 214 West 72"
including the installation of nmetal braces of shoring
within Peggy' s building that exist to this day. It’'s
really quite extraordinary and actually terrible. So
in May 2011 we sat down with Council Menber Brewer
and the Council Menber justly said to us, “You know,
the people you really should be talking to here is
Community Board Seven.” And in Cctober, Novenber,
and Decenber of 2011 we sat down with Conmunity Board
Seven. W had no fewer than four to five hours of
neetings. W had testinony froma structural

engi neer and an architect who had been working on the
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building for three years. W subnmitted an

engi neering testinony and reports. W submtted
nonitoring data which had been noved fromthe site
since 2008, photographs, affidavits, and persona
testimony. And what Community Board Seven found by a
vote of 36 to nothing, was that 214 West 72" Street
deserved to be excluded fromthe district, and | know
that | have a limted anmount of tinme. Peggy has
kindly seated nme her tinme, but | think that the npst
telling thing about this, of course, |1'd be happy to
answer particular and specific questions, is the
findings that Cormunity Board Seven made which
sumari ze as follows: That the reasons why they
supported our application for exclusion, nunber one,
when CB7 passed its resolution supporting the
original creation of a West End Historic District in
Cct ober 2010, they did not include this site as part
of that district boundary. Nunber two, that the site
has suffered significant structural damage resulting
in hardship for the owner. Nunber three, that the
prem ses is, while not currently uninhabitable, is

| eaning to the East. Gaps are appearing between its
internal stairs and structural walls, and its

condition continues to deteriorate. Nunmber four,
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that the premise is the last building on the east end
of West 72" Street to be included within Historic
District, making it non-essential to the district as
a whole. And nunber five, that construction of a
subsequent buil di ng woul d hel p nmedi at e bet ween t he
hei ghts of the 19'" story concrete and stee
structure which had been built rapidly and to the
great dismay of ny client and the adjacent row houses
to the west. So again, CB7 |ooked at this. They
heard our testinony. They discussed with us the
preventive neasure that woul d take place during
denolition of our building so that we woul d not
create the same hardshi ps for another building that
were created for us, and they felt it conpelling.
And while |I respect all opinions, as |'’msure the
conmittee does, CB7 who had the nbst invested in this
historic district and who al so was the agency and
board which took the nost testinony regarding this
particul ar problem was the one to vote 36 to nothing
unani nously in favor of our exclusion, and |'d be
happy to answer any questions.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Counci | Menber

Br ewer ?
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COUNCI L MEMBER BREVEER: So |’ m awar e of
went on in Board Seven, and we have net ot her people
living--1 know the first floor is a comrerci al
enterprise, but are people living in the building
now, and if so, how nmany and is it--you know, it’s
not falling down right now.

RI CHARD LOBEL: Correct. There's no
danger of it falling down right now The discussion
with the engineer as well as engineering reports
whi ch have been issued as recently as the |last two
nont hs, right at the beginning. The building
continues to deteriorate. In addition to the
commerci al occupant on the ground floor, there are
seven residential units above, and as Peggy has told
me, during the course of the danage and destruction
that took place, Peggy has offered and did offer
i ncentives to her tenants, had reduced rent, had
reduced the cost of necessary utilities in an effort
to keep the business going on the ground floor, and
to make as many accommodations to the tenants as
possi bl e.

COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER: Okay. And the

engi neers report indicate that--‘cause obviously I
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am you know, if | could preserve the whole city I
woul d. | am not sonebody- -

RI CHARD LOBEL: [interposing] |
under st and.

COUNCI L MEMBER BREVWER: | believe so
strongly init. So, you think that if you re not
allowed to build above, that the building will fall
down? What is your--give nme a little bit nore as to
what the structural chall enges are.

Rl CHARD LOBEL: Sure.

COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER: | have the
report, but | want to hear it fromyou

RICHARD LOBEL: OF course. |In 2008, in
fear for the condition of her building, Peggy
sponsored nonitoring reports from an engi neer who
took seismc reports of the building. At that point
in 2008, only a year after the construction, the
bui | di ng was--seened to have noved at |east three-
ei ghths of an inch towards the east, towards this
denol i shed party wall. 1In addition, there’'s a two
inch seismc gap that’'s requi red between any new
construction and existing construction as per
bui | di ng codes, and basically, the engineering report

has said that due to the nature of the destruction
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that took place and the fact that these interl ocking
beanms were cut, that the building would continue to
nove until it basically bridged that gap, so at | east
two inches. The joist for the flooring are com ng out
of their--are comng out of their gaps. The
stairwell in the interior of the building has |eaned
to the point where the stairwell has renoved in part
fromthe adjacent wall. There are cracks now in the
foundation. There is a gap now between 214 and 216
West 72" Street on the west. Al of these factors
have basically conme to play in the report and in the
engi neer’s opinion that there are serious problens.

COUNCI L MEMBER BREVWER: And why is it
that the insurance from 200 West 72" Street won’t
cover any repair to these damages? | understand
there was sone stipulation, but it’'s a very
intelligent famly.

RI CHARD LOBELL: [i nterposing]
Under st ood.

COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER: And | can’t quite
under stand why they woul d sign sonething that wasn’t

appropri at e.
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RI CHARD LOBEL: M opinion here, and we
were unfortunately retained after the tinme that
t hese- -

COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER:  [interposing] and
t he- -

RI CHARD LOBEL: [interposing] docunents
were signed, is that Peggy at the tinme was pani cked.
There were construction people fromthe adjacent site
who were com ng onto her roof. There was regul ar
construction materials being stored on her roof
wi t hout her consent. There was netal bracing being
put within the building as it still exists today. |
think Peggy at the tine felt that she needed to do
what she could to maintain the existing state of the
buil ding to maintain the safety of her tenants and so
agreed to certain neasures which would maintain the
bui | di ng and keep her tenants safe, and | think
unfortunately, that these were done to the detrinent
of her and her party.

COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER: So what you’'re
saying is there’s no nore funding to be able to be
gat hered from 200 West 72" Street to pay for the
repairs, because obviously they were caused--there’s

no way to undo whatever stipul ation was signed.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COWM TTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLI C SI TI NG AND MARI TI ME
USES 81

RI CHARD LOBEL: That’'s correct.

COUNCI L MEMBER BREVWER: And fromthe
i nsurance. Was there any noney allocated from 200
West 72" Street to this--

RI CHARD LOBEL: [interposing] |’ m not
sure of the answer to that question, and when we
presented to CB7, | think one of the things that was
conpelling to themwas that in addition to whatever
arrangenent was nade and what ever Peggy has si gned,
the nature of the construction and the way that it
took place was shielded fromthe street so that the
hol es which were literally--literally punched into
the side of her building where beans had been cut and
taken out were plastered over within a matter of
days, and there were--there were bl ockades whi ch went
up to basically shield this area fromview. It was
really quite ugly, and | think that Peggy was very
frustrated at the tinme, but also was very nervous.

COUNCI L MEMBER BREVER: And why woul d it
be a chall enge to garner funding froma renovated
bui | ding that was of the sane hei ght as opposed to
one that has to go larger in your draw ngs that |
have seen? Wy couldn’t one just renovate as is and,

obvi ously, garner increased revenue?
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RI CHARD LOBEL: In ny opinion and in what
we di scussed together, the nature of the denolition
which will take place here and | know t hat
restrictive declarations were tal ked about before,
we're basically going to be hand denolishing this
building. There are incredible costs that are
required for that.

COUNCI L MEMBER BREVWER: [i nter posi ng]
hand denol i shed this?

RI CHARD LOBEL: Like, yes. W wll need
to--this is a building that obviously at the tinme it
was built it was pre-dated, the existing building
code. It would need to be to code and will need to
be additi onal neasures taking place for handi capped
accessibility. The cost, and which we went over in
some depth with CB7, which basically would be
required to put this building back up, in their
opinion justified a larger building here, as well as
mtigating between the 19-story massive building to
the side and the smaller five to six stories
adj acent.

COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER: | nean, it’s al
hypot heti cal at this point.

RI CHARD LOBEL: We know.
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COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER: Al right, thank
you very much

RI CHARD LOBEL: Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Ckay, thank you
very much for your testinony. W’re going to have
t he next panel which had been called, but I’'Il call
the nanes again; Susan Catrie [phonetic] |ooks Iike
Madal ynn Morez [ phonetic]. I1'msorry if I'm
m spronounci ng. M chael Meltzer, and Judith Love,
and then after this panel we will have the next pane
which will be Phil M| bauer and Eric Shefler will be
the panel after this. Gkay, if | could just figure
out who’'s mssing fromthis panel. Susan?

SUSAN CATRI E:  Susan.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: And Madal ynn?

MADALYNN MOREZ: Madal ynn

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Onh, M chael and
Judith, okay. So we’'re all here. Alright, you can
start giving your testinony.

SUSAN CATRIE: Thank you. | am here as
the President of the Board of Directors of Riverside
Towers, which is at 263 West End Avenue and we're
strongly in support of having the historic district

extended to 70'" Street. We acknow edge that there
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will be sonme additional expense and difficulty when
we do need to maintain our building and we’re willing
to accept that for the architectural integrity of the
area and we really strongly request that there not be
carve outs. We understand that one of our
nei ghbori ng buil di ngs has requested a carve out and
we're willing to take on additional responsibilities
to mintain the street, but we would like it kept in
its entirety. Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you.
VWhoever is ready?

MADALYNN MOREL: Yes, ny nane is Mdal ynn
Morel, | live at 263 West End Avenue. |’ve been
living there for 20 years. | think West End is uni que
in Manhattan in ternms of having really preserved its
architectural and aesthetic integrity and while |
recogni ze that the chances are that the building in
di scussion wll probably be taken down, and frankly
it’s not a particular pretty building anyway. |
really hope that any building that is built inits
place fits well into the neighborhood, that it be a
low-rise building. W don't have high-rises in the--
in the area that’s under discussion. And |I'mvery

anxi ous that the Landnarks Preservation Commttee can
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comment on any building that is proposed to be built
to make sure that the building stays within the
aesthetic requirenents of the West End Preservation
Soci ety.

M CHAEL MELZER My nane is M chael Mel zer
[ phonetic] | live at 255 West End Avenue. | want to
thank the Commttee for the opportunity to speak. |
want to also confirmny support of all the statenents
t hat have gone before. | have little to add, but I
wanted to say if a picture mght be worth a thousand
words, this is a picture of a building just across
the street fromthe southern border of the district
that’s proposed. |1'Il pass it forward, but you can
see it’s one of those chrone and glass towers. |It’s
so tall that | couldn’t get the roof nor the street
| evel in the same picture, and this is the area where
my building is, and this is the area, an area that is
proposed for a carve-out, and I think if you put this
next to this, you |l see what damage it woul d do--and
["11 try and hold themup. Wat effect it would have
on the cohesive streets there. So that’'s all |
wanted to say. |’Il |eave these photos for the

panel .
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JUDITH LOVE: My nane is Judith Love. |
live at 322 West 72" Street and everything | wanted
to say has been said, so I'I|l relinquish ny tine.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you.
Counci | Menber Brewer, any questions?

COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER: | just want to
thank you all for comng down today. Is it first
time testifying at City Hall?

SUSAN CATRI E: Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER: So | really
appreci ate your nmaking the effort, thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you all for
your testinony. Paul M| bauer with Eric Shelfler,
and then the next panel that will be on deck, so to
speak, to follow these two gentleman will be Louis
Meridith, Lori Malloy, Joy Watt, and Laura
ol denberg. That wll be the panel after these two
gentl eman. Can | hel p you?

PAUL M LBAUER: Just one question, Ken
Horn who is also on the sane topic as this and the
same--but | think his card may have not been read to
speak under the same grouping as ours.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: (kay, he’s going

to be on the next panel. | just want to split up
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because there’s not enough people testifying against,
so | wanted to split up the testinony.

PAUL M LBAUER: (Good afternoon, City
Counci | Menbers. Thank you--Good afternoon, Gty
Council Menbers. Thank you for having us at the
neeting today. | have sone docunentary evidence that
I would Iike to hand up to the Gty Council Menbers.
It includes photographic evidence and ot her
docunmentary matter. My | have perm ssion to?

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: The sergeant wil |
pick it up and give it to us. Thank you.

PAUL M LBAUER: Five copi es.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you.

PAUL M LBAUER: M nane is Paul M| bauer.
| amthe president and a nenber of the Board of
Directors of 300 West 72" Street. It’'s a
cooperative corporation on the sout hwest corner of
72" Street and West End Avenue. You'll see in the
phot ographi ¢ evidence that’s part of the package that
we're submitting today, that it’s the snmall squat
non-descript building on the corner of 72" and West
End Avenue with the fire escape. The building has 35
units and is operating under financial distress for

the |l ast several years. Before the Upper Wst Side
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Col l egiate District Historic Site was even on the
agenda, the shareholders in the building asked the
board of directors to pursue the possibility of
selling the building because of the financi al
problens in the building. The building is old. It
needs a new boiler, which will be expensive, 150, 000
dollars. It also needs the replacenent of the fire
escapes, which ironically enough the |andmark

comm ssion relied upon as one of the reasons to give
the building a designation of nodern, which woul d
give the building a style, architectural style such
that the building cannot--the exterior cannot be
altered, nor can the building be denolished. Again,
the--it’s a small nunber of sharehol ders, 35, and
it’s--we can’t raise any incone from any ot her
sources. So it’s going to result and has resulted in
very hefty assessnents for the shareholders to the--
up to the situation that several of them have--don’t
have the ability to afford the assessnents and hence
we, the Board of Directors has explored selling the
bui | ding. The co-op does not oppose the Upper West
Side Historic District. W’re in favor of
preservation. W do ask the City Council to

di sapprove of the designation that’s been given to




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COWM TTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLI C SI TI NG AND MARI TI ME
USES 89

our building, or alternatively, |I believe the | aw
allows the City Council to disapprove or nodify the
designation. W would ask for if the designation is
not di sapproved such that we can go forward with the
devel oper who we have reached an agreenent with, a
contract with and will be testifying today, we ask
that the designation be nodified so that the
Community Board--1"m not sure of the procedure, or
the City Council can supervise and oversee the

devel opnent that will be done at this inportant site

of 72" Street and West End Avenue. It will be

tasteful. It would fit in with the streetscape
better than our building, but I'Il let the devel oper
speak to that. | testified before the Landmark

Commi ssion regarding the designation for our building
and we hired an architectural historian who al so
testified. At the hearing on June 25'" where the
| andmar k comm ssi oners debated the designation--
COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: [i nterposi ng]
Sir, if I could ask you to--1 let you go beyond the
two m nutes--
PAUL M LBAUER [interposing] Onh, I'm
al nost fini shed.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ:  So, yes.
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PAUL W LBAUER: One nore m nute.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Yes, thank you.

PAUL WLBAUER | was at that hearing and
| have a transcript that the Landmark Conm ssion, Kay
Dai |y [ phonetic] and M chael Lohan [phonetic] were
ki nd enough to give to ne. On the transcript you
w Il hear as | and another board nenber who were
present heard, there were dissenting nenbers of the
Landmar k Commi ssion who felt that our building had no
specific worthy style worthy of protection and
presen--and the building worthy, being worthy of
preservation. So, again, just to repeat nyself, we
woul d ask the City Council under the |aw to exercise
its power to disapprove of the designation that’s
been given to our building for the reasons |’ve
stated, the hardship as well as the building not
having a contributing elenent to the conmmunity.
Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you. Yes?

ERI C SHEFLER: Thank you. Eric Shefler,
and speaki ng connection also with Ken Horn is going
to speak in the next grouping. W are the
devel opnent conpany that has reached an agreenent

with 300 West 72" Corporation to redevel op the
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buil ding. Reiterating what Paul said, W are not
seeking to--sorry--we are in approval of the
extensi on of the Wst End-Col |l egiate Historic
District to enconpass this building. W’'re
specifically opposing the contributing factor of this
building to the historic district. As Pau
indicated, in front of you, you should have the
architectural historian which the building engaged
opi nion that the building is not a contributing
factor, and in addition to that as Paul has
testified, the building has certain financial
hardshi ps that we’ll be unable to neet, certain
required repairs the building’ s going to have to
undertake in the next very short termto continue as
a viable building. W are fully aware of al
| andmar ks requirenments and willing to submt al
pl ans to subject to the approval of the |andmarks in
connection with it if we redevel op on the property.
COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you very
much. We will--1 don’t know if Landmarks
Preservation Conm ssion has a copy of this, but if
not, we wll ensure that they do get one. Counci

Menber Brewer, do you have any questions?
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COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER: | al so want to
t hank you both for naking an effort to neet with ne
tom -yesterday, and | | ook forward to further
di scussions. Thank you very nuch.

PAUL M LBAUER: Thank you very nmuch, Ms.
Brewer .

ERI C SHEFLER  Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you
gentl eman. Ckay, so Lois Merideth [phonetic], Lori
Mal | oy, Joy Watt, and Laura Col denberg. That is the

current panel and the next panel wll be Kenneth

H ern and Susan Strauss-Hauer [phonetic] will be the
panel to follow If | could just double check, it
seens soneone’s mssing fromthe panel. Lois?

?. Lois had to | eave, unfortunately.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO. Excuse ne?

?. Lois had to go to work.

?:  Yeah, she had to | eave unfortunately.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Lois had to go to
wor k, okay. So Lois is not here. Can Kelly Carrl
join this panel? ay, whoever is ready you can grab
the m crophone and start your testinony.

LAURA GOLDENBERG  Hello, ny nane is

Laura Gol denberg, and | |live at 260 West End Avenue.
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Thank you very much for giving nme the opportunity to
speak to you today. |'mhere to urge you to approve
the West End-Collegiate Historic District Extension
as designated in its entirety. As a long tinme and
very proud resident of the Upper Wst Side, | have
cheri shed and continue to cherish the architectura
beauty, charm and livability of the neighborhood. |
vehenent |y oppose any sel f-serving carve-out proposed
by devel opers. It will destroy the integrity,

hi story, and charm of the nei ghborhood, bringing

noi se, overcrowdi ng, and disruption to many peopl es
|l ives. The nei ghborhood has rightly been identified
as a historic one worthy of preservation and
protection. | ask you to approve the historic
district extension in its entirety, and I thank you
for your tinme and consideration.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you.

KELLY CARROLL: Good afternoon. M nane
is Kelly Carroll and I am Director of Preservation of
Landnmark West, and it is my first time speaking at
Cty Hall, so thank you for having nme. Landmark West
strongly supports the West End-Collegiate Hi storic
District Extension. There's a reason people chose to

live in neighborhoods |ike the Upper Wst Side. Loca
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activists, nmenbers of the general public and even the
real estate community understand that a big part of
that reason is preservation. New York City’'s far
reachi ng advocacy to protect its |andmarks and the
character of its world class neighborhoods is a
primary reason for our City’'s sustained vitality.

The large majority of stakeholders in the Wst End
Avenue nei ghbor hood wel conme | andmar k designation as a
timely recognition of sonething they have known al
along. This area is one of nost beautiful, vibrant,
l'i vabl e nei ghborhoods in New York, and that has a | ot
to do with the quality and the character of its
bui | di ngs. The proposed district extension
boundaries largely recogni ze the inportance of
preserving not just individual buildings or streets,
but an entire nei ghborhood context, not just the
cohesive vista of West End Avenue, but also the
exuberant skyline of Riverside Drive and the deep
sense of place conveyed by row house streets.
Landnmark West’s commttee of architectural experts,

I ncl udi ng Andrew Dol kart, Mosette Broderick, Tony
Robbi ns, Sara Landau [ phonetic], Gegory D etrich
and Francoi se Bol | ack especially appl aud the

Landmar ks Preservati on Conmm ssi ons inclusion of the
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Level Cub and Euclid Hall which have been on
Landmark West’s wish list for sone tinme. It is
reasonabl e and essential that these buildings and
others within the boundaries be included to the fina
designation of this extension. W urge the Cty
Council to approve the Wst End-Col |l egiate Historic
District today wi thout any carve-outs. Thank you.
LORI MALLOY: Good afternoon. M nane is
Lori Malloy, and | thank you for your tinme today.
I'melated to be here to express our support that the
New York City Council is contenplating this
designation. Qur entire famly has a rich history in
New York City real estate through our over a hundred
year ol d conpany, Fredda [phonetic] French, and
t hrough historic preservation. Architectura
treasures are indeed a significant part of ny
famly s fabric and |l egacy. In fact, we are fifth
and sixth generation residents of this Wst End
Avenue area. Every one of those generations
treasured what is now historic architecture. M
children’s great, great grandfather, Captain Joseph
P. Greenhut [phonetic] a CGettysburg and G vil War
hero, enjoyed West End Avenue where he |lived and he

enjoyed his retirenent on his quiet, spacious, an
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uni quely beautiful avenue and it’s then up and com ng
nei ghbor hood. Many of the incredible buildings that
were built in that era and throughout the generations
of nmy famly and so many others by sone of the New
York City's greatest architects can be still enjoyed
today by historic preservation enthusiast. W often
go on sold out historic architecture tours of West
End Avenue. But as we’ve seen and even with this
rich |l egacy at our very feet, some of these treasures
on West End Avenue are di sappearing. W need to
protect the nei ghborhood aesthetics which form

i ndi vidual and a collective treasure. As said here

t oday by another, on another matter by one of our
esteened | egislators, one of the--once the area
changes via developnment it will never be the sane.

Pl ease vote to approve this West End Avenue

Col | egi ate Hi storic Extension Designation w thout
exception or carve-out. Thank you.

JOY WATT: Hello, ny nane is Joy Watt,
and this is ny first tine presenting, so thank you
very much for giving us the opportunity. | ama
resi dent of 263 West End Avenue and have just given
you ny letter which conplenents the 84 other letters

that have been witten by other nenbers or other
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sharehol ders in our building in support of the

desi gnation wi thout any carve-outs. The
identification of a whole district for |andmarking as
opposed to a single building suggests that the city
wants to retain the historical quality of an entire
community, not just that of individual buildings. If
that’s the case, then permtting carve-outs of
bui | di ngs used for residential and commrercia

pur poses would stand to violate the principle on

whi ch the landmarking is based. You ve chosen to
desi gnate a conmunity; designate the whole community.
That includes even those buil dings which may be
descri bed as snmall and non-descript, as well as those
whi ch may be grand and beautiful. Carve-outs could
have the effect of owners or devel opers ignoring the
character of the nei ghborhood, building structures
that violate the intent of the historic district.
They wll only be governed by zoning and buil ding
code, not by the principles and gui delines of the
Landmar ks Preservati on Conmm ssion and historic
preservation in general. This could put at risk the
integrity of the historical quality of an entire

nei ghbor hood, undoi ng the good work and the intent of

| andmarking in the first place. | would like to
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offer, since | have a couple seconds left, that | do
think special consideration, the city owes it to
organi zati ons such as churches, which we discussed
earlier, that have | think a particul ar burden
because of the nature of their funding and the nature
of their mssion. So | put that in parenthesis
following ny earlier comments, but in the case of
building in residential, | believe that--1 believe
that this whol e proposal should be approved wi thout
any carve-outs. Thank you very nmuch for the
opportunity to speak.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: @l e?

COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER: | just want to
thank the first tinmers in particular. | also want to
thank those who are in co-ops or have real estate
background, because, you know, it’s not sonething
that conmes naturally in terns of support. So |
really appreciate putting preservation over what
m ght be the shareholders interest. 1 also think
that by the time designation takes place, the
apartnments are worth nore, and you end up with a
win/win situation for everyone, and | hope that’s

clear, ‘cause we keep saying it, but I want it to be
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sai d again and again. So, thank you for caring about
West End Avenue.

JOY WYATT: Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you very
much. W'l now hear from Kenneth Horn and Susan
St rauss- Hauer [phonetic], and then the |ast panel,
there are five people so I'Il call themall together
Brian Hargrin [phonetic], Faith Steinberg [phonetic],
Mart ha Tack [ phonetic], Neil MlIlvan [phonetic], and
Pedro Marcal [phonetic] will be the five people on
the | ast panel. Thank you. \Whenever you're ready.

SUSAN STASHAUER: Thank you. M nane is
Susan Stashauer [phonetic] and | have lived on the
Upper West Side at 300 West 72" Street for close to
30 years. 1'd like to nmake clear that | amnot here
to oppose the district, rather I amhere to plead the
case for our small building. There are a | ot of
voi ces who have | ooked at the broader issues
regardi ng the establishnment of the district, but we
are only 34 sharehol ders, and so what we ask today is
that the Conm ssion | ooks at our situation
separately. W opposed being included in the
district for the confluence of two factors. One is

architectural style. M. M| bauer submtted for the
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record several docunments where we have--it is our
contention that our building does not have
significant architectural style rising to the |evel
of requiring historic preservation, and in fact what
we would say is that if our building were anywhere
else in New York City, no one would be |looking to
protect it. It is not one of the grand buil di ngs
that has--that inspired the historic preservation
novenent. And in addition, kind of the contribute--
the other contributing factor is that we have
operated on a shoestring budget for several years.
We are facing increasing costs. The building is old.
W need to nmake several repairs. W do not have
options for raising funds and so our board has been
in discussion with the devel oper who is here to
testify today as well. The final point is that we
are not asking for free-reign devel opnent. W have
actually carefully selected our devel oper partner as
sonmebody who we feel is |ooking for responsible
devel opnent and wants to build sonmething that wll
actually be nore consistent with the character of the

nei ghbor hood.
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COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you, and
just for the record, this is the sanme building that
was in the previous panel ?

SUSAN STASHAUER:  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: That we got his
report on.

SUSAN STASHAUER:  YES.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Okay, thank you.
Sir?

KENNETH HORN: Hel |l o, good afternoon. MWy
name i s Kenneth Horn, and |I’'mthe President of
Al cheny Properties. W’re a snall devel opnent firm
| ocated in New York City. W were asked to work with
the co-op corporation in terns of potentially com ng
up with a solution to help them understand what they
can do with their building and how it could
potentially be devel oped. So we are not in any way
shape or form against creating a historic district or
| andmark district in this particular area. W have
wor ked on many historic buildings. Currently we are
t he devel oper of the Wolworth building, which as we
all know has unbelievable historical significance and
| andmar k si gni fi cance and we’re working very

carefully with Landmarks on the devel opnent of that.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COWM TTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLI C SI TI NG AND MARI TI ME
USES
102

In this particular situation we’'ve noted that there's
been a | ot of testinony discussing that the buildings
in the district were basically constructed between
1880 and 1920. This building is a very non-descri pt
bui | di ng and has--actually was built in 1941, and as
previ ous testinony pointed out, it really has no

hi storical significance whatsoever. As a devel oper
of this particular parcel, however, we w |l undertake
to not only work with the Conmunity Board, but to

al so work with New York Gty |landmarks in terns of
creating a nore interesting and nore functiona
building that would fit into the | andscape wel

beyond what the building currently exists in the
area. So unlike sonme of the testinony where there
woul d be un-checkered devel opnent, we're really

| ooking to do it the opposite way. What we're

| ooking to do is to conceive of a building, to work
with a community, and to work with Landmarks to
create sonething that’s a little bit nore contextua
to the district, and nore in line with what buil di ngs
are being preserved. Along those |ines we think we
have a good relationship with the co-op and again, |
think we were careful to look at trying to devel op

and create a building that’s not going to be an
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eyesore, but nore or |less going to conplenent a
district, as opposed to sonmething that in the future
could potentially denean the district because of its
| ack of ability to maintain its current position as a
building in the area.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you very
much. Council| Menber Brewer?

COUNCI L MEMBER BREVER: | want to thank
you both for being here. As you know, when you do a
historic district and as | indicated earlier, | live
in one, and ny district office is one, and you kind
of get the good, bad, and the ugly. |In other words,
everything is init. Soit’s nore like the history
and feeling of a district along with the overal
conposition. |I'mjust pointing out the historic
district is not that every single building has to fit
into a criteria. | think you know that.

KENNETH HORN:  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER: But | just wanted
to throw that out. And second, | know that you have-
-know there are financial issues and | understand
that. That nmay not be in ny opinion a reason for a,

a pull-out, a carve-out, but it is something that I
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am concerned about, and | understand that concern.

Thank you.

KENNETH HORN:  Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO  Thank you, and
now we will go to the last and final panel on this

item Brian Hargrins [phonetic], Faith Steinberg,
Nei |l Mcilvain [phonetic], Mclavain [phonetic] and
Pedro Marcal, which nmeans will need to just bring
anot her chair to the table if all five people are
her e.

?:  You want us in order the way you
said, or does it matter?

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Doesn’t matter.
Just take any chair, and now we got extras. That's
okay.

?. Aright.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: | only see four
people. Brian?

BRI AN HARCROVE: |’ m Bri an

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: (kay. Faith?

BRI AN HARGROVE: | think we | ost
sonmebody.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Mart ha?

MARTHA: Her e.
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COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: That's Mart ha,
okay. So Faith is not here. Okay. So they’'ll only
be four people on this panel. GCkay, whenever you' re
ready, whoever’s ready just grab the m crophone,
identify yourself for the record.

BRI AN HARGROVE: Hi, ny nane is Brian

Hargove. | live at 260 West End Avenue. This is ny
first tinme testifying. As a matter of fact, | didn't
know where City Hall was; now !l do. 1--260 is right

across the street from 300 West 72" Street, and just
for full disclosure, I want to be honest and say, |
woul d | ose ny view or sone of ny view and | woul d
live though all the construction, but |I’ma big boy
and | can deal wth that. That’s not why |I'’m here
today. | also agree with them it’s not the nost
beautiful building in the world, however, he made a
face when he said Mdairned [phonetic] and it is a
represent of that kind of architecture. It’s not ny
favorite, but then | didn't |ike Lincoln Center
either, and it’s grown ne. I'mglad they didn’t turn
it dowmn. What |’ m concerned about is what are they
going to build. Wthout |andmark protection, they
could build a building twice as high as it is now.

They are 50 percent underdeveloped as it is. There's
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al so across, diagonally across the street fromthem
there are airites [phonetic] that are avail abl e.
|’ ve looked into this. And they could go three tines
as tall as they are now, or four. No matter how big
a--how beautiful a building they build, it's stil
going to affect the character of the nei ghborhood.
And it could be made out of glass and steel or sone
kind of plastic. | nean, | know what they’ re saying,
and I|"’mnot saying | don’'t believe them but wthout
| andmar k preservation, w thout that status, we have
no control over what they build. 1It’'s conpletely--
we’' d have to depend on their word, and | for one
don’t want to depend on the good faith and tasteful
deci sions of a devel oper for ny nei ghborhood. Thank
you.

NEI L MACLAVAIN. M/ name’s Nei
Macl avain, 1’ve lived in the Upper West Side for--
press the button. M nane’s Neil Mclavain. 1’ ve
lived on the Upper West Side for 35 years now. |'m
not native to New York. Wiere | cane from |’ ve very
proud of the history of the region. I'"'mraising a
famly now M son wears the t-shirt with the zip
code on it. He's proud to be an Upper West-sider.

The people that build this nei ghborhood, they took
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the skills to their grave. W can’'t do it again, so
| think it would be a shanme to lose it, and the
nei ghborhood as a whole. It’s really one. So if
they start cuttin’ it up, you know, you're going to
| ose the beauty of this neighborhood. That’'s it.
I’mgoing to try to be short. Thank you.

PEDRO MARCEL: You sure? You going to
| et me go, okay?

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you.

PEDRO MARCEL: Hi, |’'m Pedro Marcel, and
| recently noved fromCalifornia where we don’t have

hi storic conmunities, and I know you know this

nei ghbor hood is special and historic. | incidentally
have a letter here and Council Menber, | e-mailed it
to you this nmorning. | don't know if you had the

opportunity to read it, but |’ve given you copies
ri ght now.
COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: | can assure you
that since it’s Gale Brewer, she has already read it.
PEDRO MARCEL: She’'s already read it.
[l aught er ]
PEDRO MARCEL: So then you'll know t hat
nmy situation is sonewhat nore unique. Wile | |ove

the history and, you know, we lived in one of the
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nore nodern Trunp buil dings on Riverside Boul evard
bef ore deciding we wanted to live in a historic pre-
war buil ding, and we noved into 260 a little over a
year ago. And ny son, he’s two and a half years old,
has got | eukem a, and so for us, if you allow a
bui | di ng across the street to be torn down, and

anot her one built, it will be |like years of noise,
which will not be good for him And so from our
poi nt of view, kind of we viewthat if you do a huge
tear down of a building across the street and rebuild
sonet hing el se, that you re essentially evicting us
because he needs to be able to nap in the afternoon,
and he is undergoi ng chenot herapy, and from our point
of view, we would just have to | eave probably. So,
you know, so that’s it. So ny sort of situation is a
little different, and | understand that other people
have hardshi ps, but as father; |I'’mhere as a father
and al so as a resident of the building and a owner.
And that’s pretty nmuch it. And all the other
reasons, | nean, are so clear that, you know, why
have a historic district and then exclude and carve
out things. It just doesn't seemto nmake a | ot of
sense to us. So, anyways, we want to thank you guys

for hearing us and Council Menber Brewer, thank you
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for all your, you know, efforts and yours as well.

That’s all.

MARTHA TACK: Subcomm ttee nenbers,
friends, and chanpions, ny nane is Martha Tack. [It’'s
a pleasure to be here. | have lived on the Upper

West Side, specifically West End Avenue all ny life,
and its beauty and el egance never cease to anmaze ne.
Each building in its unique way contributes to the
charm and dignity of the nei ghborhood. Even now, |
conti nue to make new di scoveries about the
architecture and design of the buildings and | earn
their fascinating history. Sadly, in recent years
some buil di ngs have been denolished and repl aced by
huge nonstrosities that are out of place and

contri bute nothing positive to the nei ghborhood.
That’ s why | appl aud the Landmarks Preservation
Commttee’s decision to designate the Wst End-

Coll egiate Hi storic D strict Extension and urge you
to affirmthat decision as it stands. It has cone to
my attention that sone building are requesting
exclusion fromthe | andmark designation. G anting
such requests woul d be di sastrous because it would
ease the way for even nore denolitions and nore

construction of ugly high rises that woul d destroy
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the el egance of the district. |In addition to the
architecturally cold and steely, such high rises
woul d bl ock sunlight, obstruct views, turn broad and
bright thoroughfares into narrow, dark caverns, and
i ncrease congestion on the street, in the parks, and
in the schools. It would also increase noise
pol | ution, because new buildings |ack the sound
proofing so characteristic of the ol der buildings on
West End Avenue. The | andnmark designation as it
stands woul d preserve the dignity and serenity that
define the district. Please protect and preserve our
hi story and heritage. Designation of the entire
district will increase its sense of cohesion,
community, and stability. Designation of the entire
district will increase econom c and property val ues
and enhance our quality of life. 1'd also like to
poi nt out that there is a song called “Wst End

Avenue” fromthe show, The Magic Show, fromthe

1980's. | certainly hope that songs about West End
Avenue will continue to be witten. Thank you.
[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Council nenber

Br ewer ?
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COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER: | al so want to
t hank you for being here. | think Martha nay have
been here before, but the others may not, and | al so
hope your son does better. Thank you.

PEDRO MARCEL: | voted for you. [|’mnot-
-1’ mnot sucking up. Just wanted to thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: | want to thank
this panel for your testinony, and M. Marcel, | want
to thank you for your heartfelt testinony. Even
though this is the | ast panel, if anyone el se would
like to testify on this issue we want to ensure that
you have the opportunity to do so. If that’'s the
case, please raise your hand ‘cause we’'re going to
need to you fill out one of these. Please step up
and the sergeant will give you one of these to fil
out and you can identify yourself for the record. Do
we need the sheet? Gkay, you can give your testinony
and give it to us after.

DANI ELLE LEVWKETTO. |I'm Danielle
Lewketto, and | live at 260 West End Avenue and ny

husband just spoke, and | feel for everyone here.

grew up, born and raised in Manhattan. 1’11 be
brief. 1’ve lived in the West Village and the Upper
West Side. | want to rebut a little of what the
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devel oper said. | work in real estate nyself.
Al t hough the building is nodairn [phonetic] as they
said, a nore nodern buil ding would not be better.
What we need is all of the el egance, spaci ousness,
sunlight, the views that all of these buildings put
t oget her when you | ook up and down West End Avenue
inpart to you. You are wal king through history and
those include 1800’s, 1900's and 20'" Century
buil dings. There is no one building that is better
than another. |If there’s no one part of the city
that’s better than another. It is acity. It is a
community. They are nei ghborhoods, and we’re al
one, and we need the people to value where they live.
We don’t need four business to value those
nei ghbor hoods nore than we do. W |live here. W own
t hese areas, and we own themin our hearts. So |
w sh that the--everyone here would vote for the
extension, no carve-outs. W do not need to make
excuses for buildings that nay not be, you know, a
Candel a building. W need to |l ook at Wst End Avenue
init’s own beauty and vote for that. Thank you.

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you. So,

Land Use itens, we are now finished with this part of
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the testinony, Land Use itens--the Landmarks
Preservation Conm ssion. GCkay, Land Use itens 910,
912, and 914 were voted on earlier and the Land Use--
Landmar ks Preservation Conm ssion will now be giving
testimony on four--will be presenting on four other
itenms, LU 911, which is in Council Menber Mendez
district, that’s nme. 915 which is in Council Menber
Jackson’s district in Manhattan. 916 which is in
Council Menber Crowl ey and Del aune’s district in
Queens, and 917 in CGenarro’s district, also in
Queens. If we can have a little quiet folks.

?. Keep it down, please. Let’'s keep it
down. Meeting is not over yet. Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: So, Ms. Fernandez
are you ready?

COUNCI L MEMBER FERNANDEZ:  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you.

?. Quiet please, thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: So | want to
t hank everyone as you exit quietly, and whenever
you' re ready to give your presentation on these four

itens.
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COUNCI L MEMBER FERNANDEZ: Yes, ny
apol ogi es. Council Menber Mendez, which itemdid you
want nme to start with? The--

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: [i nter posi ng]
whi ch ever one you |like. You have 911, which is ne,
so you can sort of start with nme if you Ilike.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERNANDEZ: 9117?

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: O you can end
wth ne.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERNANDEZ: We can do--we
can do that one.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Ckay.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERNANDEZ: Thank you
Counci| Menber Mendez, acting Chair, and the rest of
the Conmttee. M nane is Jenny Fernandez, and |’ m
the director of Intergovernnmental and Community
Rel ations for the Landmarks Preservation Conm ssion
here to testify today on the Conm ssion’s designation
of the St. Louis Hotel, now Hotel Grand Union in
Manhattan. On May 14'" 2013 the Landmarks
Preservation Conm ssion held a public hearing on the
proposed designation as a | andmark, the St. Louis
Hotel , and now Hotel Grand Union. There were three

speakers in favor of designation including two
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representatives of the owner, and a representative of
the H storic Districts Council. No one spoke in
opposition to designation. On June 25'" 2013, the
Conmi ssion voted to designate the building in New
York City individual |andmark. The St. Louis Hot el
constructed in 1903-05 is part of the nid-town hot el
district was built at a tinme of great expansion and
devel opment in md-town Manhattan. C ose to shopping
and entertainment districts, this area was al so wel |
served by a variety of transit lines. 1In the early
20'" century their nei ghborhood was bei ng redevel oped
fromsingle famly hones to stores, institutions, and
lofts. Many hotels were built at this tinme for

transi ent guests as well as apartnent hotels for

resi dents of |onger duration, all taking advantage of
t he conveni ence of this location. The designer of
the St. Louis Hotel was Frederick Browne, a New York
City architect who designed nunerous hotels and snall
apartnent buildings in Manhattan. The facade of this
di stinctive Beaux-Arts style building is faced in red
brick and |linestone with projecting bay windows in a
l'ively arrangenent that creates a striking facade on
this narrow street. This distinguished building has

been used a hotel for nore than 100 years, and
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continues to be used as a hotel today. The
Commi ssion urges you to affirmthis designation.
COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Just for the
record, the Council Menber of that district happens
to support that.
COUNCI L MEMBER FERNANDEZ: Thank you
Counci | Menber Mendez, for your support. Land Use
915. M nane is Jenny Fernandez, Director of
I nt ergovernnental and Conmunity rel ations.
COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: It woul d be 915?
COUNCI L MEMBER FERNANDEZ:  15.
COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: W just--we just
had the hearing on 913, which is Gale Brewer.
COUNCI L MEMBER FERNANDEZ: Did | say 9137
COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: You said 913.
COUNCI L MEMBER FERNANDEZ: M apol ogi es.
Correction, 915.
COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ:  Yes.
COUNCI L MEMBER FERNANDEZ: Cat heri na
Li psius House. M nane is Jenny Fernandez, Director
of Intergovernnental and Conmunity relations for the
Landmar ks Preservation Commission. |'mhere today to
testify in the Conm ssion’s designation of the

Cat heri na Li psius House in Brooklyn. On June 18'M
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2013, the Landnmarks Preservation Conm ssion held a
public hearing on the proposed designation as a

| andmar k. The Cat herina Li psius House, aka Doct or
Frederick A Cook House. There were two speakers in
favor of designation including the ower and a
representative of the Historic Districts Council

The Commi ssion received a letter from Council Menber
Di ana Reyna in support of designation. There were no
speakers in opposition to designation. On June 25'"
2013, the Commi ssion voted to designate the building
in New York City individual |andmark. This

i npressi ve mansi on and the American round arch style
was constructed for Catherina Lipsius and her famly
in 1889-90. They were the prosperous owners of the
Cl aus Lispius Brew ng Conpany, one of the numerous
German Brewers in Bushw ck Brooklyn at the end of the
19'" Century. The German community thrived in the
eastern district of Brooklyn during the second half
of the Century, bolstered by nunmerous immgrants

fl eeing the unsuccessful revolutions in Gernany.
Thi s el aborate Anmerican round |arge style house was
desi gned by prom nent Brooklyn architect Theobal d
Engel hardt, whose work was popular in this Gernan

i mm grant community. Exanples of his work include
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buil dings for the WIlliam U ner Brewery Conpany
conmpl ex in Bushw ck, which is designated, as well as
for the Eberhard Faber Pencil Conpany, now within the
Eber hard Faber Pencil Conpany Hi storic District.

Thi s House constructed of red brick with stone and
terracotta trimfeatures a dramatic rounded corner
tower that is defining feature of this building. The
styl e conbines el enments from nedi eval and cl assi ca
architecture. The Lipsius famly sold the house in
1902 to Doctor Frederick Cook and his wfe, a
successful physician and |ater arctic explorer. Cook
became well known for his claimthat he was the first
man to reach the sumit of Munt MKinley, and his
subsequent claimthat he had reached the North Pol e
bef ore Robert Peary in 1908-09. Despite sone
alterations over time, the house remains remnarkabl e
intact and serves as a rare surviving rem nder of the
late 19'" Century period when the German i mm grant
community flourished in Bushwi ck and the manufacture
and consunption of beer was a major part of the lives
of the people of this community. The Conm ssion
urges you to affirmthis designation.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you.
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COUNCI L MEMBER FERNANDEZ: Land Use 916,
the Forest Park Carousel. M nanme is Jenny
Fer nandez, Director of Intergovernnental and
Community Rel ations for the Landmarks Preservation
Commission. I'mhere today to testify in the
Commi ssion’ s designation of the Forest Park Carouse
in Queens. On June 11'" 2013, the Landmarks
Preservation Conmm ssion held a hearing on the
proposed designation as | andmark of the Forest Park
Carousel . Four peopl e spoke in support of
designation, including Gty Council Menber Elizabeth
Crow ey, representatives of New York City Parks and
Recreation, the Historic District’s Council and the
Society for the Preservation of the City. The
Conmi ssi on has al so received nunerous letters and
support of designation. On June 25'" 2013, the
Comm ssion voted to designate the Carousel, a New
York Gty individual |andmark. The Forest Park
Carousel is located within Forest Park near Wodhaven
Boul evard in Central Queens. Al but three of the
Carousel s wood figures are believed to have been
carved by D.C. Muller & Brother in 1903 or 1910. A
| eadi ng nmenber of the Phil adel phia school of carouse

carving, this firmis highly realistic work is
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cel ebrated for its expressive anatomn cal detail and
unusual attention to mlitary fittings. Frederick
Freed [ phonetic], the pioneering expert on Anerican
folk art and a co-founder of the national Carouse
associ ation described Miuller’s figures as the best
carved and nost nagnificent. Like many of their
peers, Daniel and Alfred Muller imnmgrated to the
United States from Germany settling in Phil adel phia
in md-1880s where they began working for QGustav
Denesel [phonetic]. Daniel Miuller also trained at

t he Pennsyl vani a Acadeny of Fine Arts, making himone
of the few carousel carvers with an academ c
background. The Forest Park Carousel contains 46
wood horses and three nenagerie animals arranged in
three rows at two levels. Two of the horses are
attributed to the prolific Brooklyn carver, Charles
Carnel [phonetic], and another to WIIliam Densel, who
enpl oyed the Mullers in their later years. Dedicated
in Novenber 1973, Miuller’s carousel welconed riders
until about 1985. O the estimated 12 to 16
carousel s produced by Daniel Miller & Brother, only
two are known to remain in operation. The Forest
Park Carousel is consequently one of the firns |ast

surviving works as well as an exenpl ary exanpl e of
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Anmeri can carousel carving and design. The Conm ssion
urges you to affirmthis designation.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you and the
last item 917.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERNANDEZ: Thank you
Counci | Menber Mendez. M nane is Jenny Fernandez,
Director of Intergovernnmental and Conmunity Rel ations
for the Landmarks Preservation Conmm ssion. |’'mhere
today to testify in the Conm ssion’s designation of
Janmai ca H gh School, now Jamai ca Learning Center in
Queens. On May 14'" 2013, the Landmarks
Preservation Conmi ssion held a public hearing on the
proposed designation as a | andmark of the Januaica
H gh School, now Jamaica Learning Center. There was
one speaker in favor of designation, a representative
of the Historic Districts Council, and there were
letters in favor of designation from Council Menber
Janmes Genarro, and a representative of the Queens
Preservation Council. There were no speakers opposed
to designation. On June 25'", 2013, the Conmi ssion
voted to designate the building a New York City
i ndi vidual |andmark. The Dutch Revival style Janmaica
H gh School was built in 1895-1896 originally as a

conbi ned grammar and hi gh school and nanmed PS47. The
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school was constructed for the grow ng town of
Jamai ca in Queens County before consolidation of the
City of New York. The building replaced a nuch
smal | er sinpler school building |ocated close to the
center of town, and was constructed in a rapidly
devel oping area. |Its large scale and nore el aborate
style expressed the town’ s optim smabout its future
devel opment. By 1909, this building had becone so
crowded that the grammar school departnent was noved
el sewhere, and this structure renaned Janai ca Hi gh
School was devoted to high school education. This
site served the older students in the rapidly
expoundi ng borough until the current and rnuch | arger
Janmai ca H gh School was constructed on Gothic Drive
in 1927, a designated New York City |landmark. The
Jamai ca Board of Education hired renowned Brooklyn
architect WIIliam Tubby, who designed this three-
story building with a red and tan brick with
contrasting decorative details which displayed
[inaudi ble] and a | arge nodified stepped gable. The
tall hipped roof is highlighted by an unusual witch’'s
hat dorners and hi gh chi meys. Upon conpletion of
the |l arger Jamai ca H gh School in 1927, this building

becane a vocational school. It has served in severa
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ot her capacities for the board of education. Since
that time, it is now an alternative high schoo
call ed the Janmaica Learning Center. The schoo
bui l ding continues to serve as a rem nder of a nuch
earlier period and the history of Jamai ca Queens.
The Commi ssion urges you to affirmthis designation.
COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you. Just
correct sonething | said earlier. | said Land Use
item 915 was in Council Menber Jackson’s district,
and it’s actually in Council Menber Reyna s district.
And there--and also just to sumup, Land Use itens
910, 912 and 914 were voted and adopted earlier. And
Land Use itens 911, 913, 915, 916, 917 and 918 are
| aid over. Public hearing on all itens is closed and
this nmeeting is recessed to Wednesday norning prior
to the Land Use Commttee hearing, 9:45 a.m
pronptly, ‘cause we always do things pronptly, right?
Thank you everyone. Thank you Ms. Fernandez, and
thank you all of the staff for being here and our
Sergeant at Arns, Raphael. Thank you.

[ gavel ]
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