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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 7

CHAI RPERSON VPRI N Ckay, good norning
everyone. W have a very busy agenda ahead of us
today; ny name is Mark Weprin, I'm Chair of the
Zoni ng and Franchi ses Subconmittee, | amjoined by
the foll owi ng nmenbers of the Subconm ttee, Counci
Menber Leroy Conrie, the Chair of the Land Use
Comm ttee, Council Menber Vincent I|gnizio, Counci
Menber Dan Gar odni ck, Council Menber Jessica Lappin,
Counci | Menber Robert Jackson; those are the nenbers
of the Subcommttee; we're also delighted to be
j oi ned by Council Menber Julissa Ferreras and Counci
Menber Maria Arroyo, who are here for itens that are
in their district.

Geat. So..so we have a nunber of
items that we're gonna get to before the one that is
sort of the nmain event of the day, Wllets Point; we
have to get those itens out of the way first. So
we' re gonna ask everyone to please be patient; we're
probably in for a long...a | ong norning, after...and
early afternoon, so with that in mnd we're gonna
nove to the agenda.

"Kay. Well, we're gonna start out with
right now first Land Use Nunber 0883, just for the

record, Crown Heights West Rezoning is laid over til
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 8
our next neeting; that's Land Use Nunber 0883 and
0882. And al so, Land Use Nunber 0885 in Counci
Menber Lappin's district is also laid over to our
next neeting, the CUNY item And...Ckay, great.

Ckay, we're gonna start with Land Use
Nunber 0891, New Hope Transitional Housing, Richard
Lobel from Shel don, Lobel P.C. is here to nake this
presentati on on behalf of the applicant; the itemis
in Council Menber Arroyo's district and she's here
wWith us today. W're gonna let M. Lobel get ready.
I rem nd peopl e, when you speak fromthe table to
pl ease state your nane before you speak; that way the
record is clear as to who is actually speaking. And
we'll try to get through these first itens as quickly
as possible. M. Lobel, when you're ready.

RI CHARD LOBEL: Good norning, Richard
Lobel fromthe Law Firm of Sheldon Lobel, P.C.; |
thank the Subcomm ttee for hearing us today.

We're here for the application for New
Hope Transitional Housing, the address of the
property is 731 Sout hern Boul evard, the Longwood
section of the Bronx. The application before the

Subconmittee today is for a special permt
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 9
appl i cation pursuant to 74902 of the Zoning
Resol uti on.

What the special permt permts is it
permts non-profits with sleeping accommodati ons,
whi ch includes this type of facility, to receive a
floor area ratio, an F. AR of greater than what
woul d be permtted as of right. So basically in this
area, in an R7-1 District, the facility here would be
able to be built to a square footage of 19,000 square
feet. Wth the special permt the facility would be
able to be built upwards of 26,000 square feet. The
facility right nowis existing; the applicant filed
plans with the Departnment of Building in 2007, those
pl ans were filed and reviewed and they were approved;
however that approval was issued in error. The
square footage was basically increased to the |evel
that would be permtted with the special permt and
even slightly nore; this facility is at an F. AR of
4.9. So the applicant cane to City Planning, nade
the application for the increased floor area ratio.

Since the facility has been built in
2009, DHS has indeed installed through New Hope
honel ess famlies into this facility, which consi st

primarily of single nothers with children; there are
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 10
approximately 57 units in the facility. 1In the event
that the special permt is granted the facility would
continue to house these honeless famlies; the square
footage woul d need to be reduced so there will be a
portion of the 7th-story which would be reduced by
745 square feet; the nunber of units would go from 57
units to 55 units. In front of the Gty Planning
Comm ssion we did present this application and
presented on the required findings, which the Cty
Pl anni ng Comm ssion found that we net and Chair, 1'd
be happy to answer any specific questions.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Great, thank you
very much. Just one question; so |...| see that Gty
Pl anni ng approved this, but it was di sapproved by the
Bor ough President and the Conmittee Board; was...what
was the issue there...can you describe what the issues
were with the Committee Board?

RI CHARD LOBEL: Sure. Qite frankly, the
Community Board felt that they had not had
significant participation in the process prior to the
insta...in the institution being built. There was an
old application for a building at this site which was
| at er anended to provide for this transitiona

housing facility.
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 11
So the Community Board had issues with

the condition of the building and the...and the
tenancy of the...of the transitional housing tenants.
What we basically tried to show at the Conmunity
Board as well as at the Bronx Borough President's
office, was that the facility here, despite the fact
that froma square footage standpoint that it had
been overbuilt, was operating pursuant to DOB
i nspection and that DHS regularly reviewed the
facility and found it to be acceptable. In fact the
facility has received grades in excess of 75, which
is deenmed to be very good by DHS. So DHS has
consistently inspected the facility at |east tw ce
annual |y and has found it to be...to be operating at a
standard above what woul d be "very good." Depart nent
of Buildings also inspected the facility nunerous
tinmes; at the Bronx Borough President's office the
DOB Bor ough Commi ssion was there for the Bronx and
did state that the facility here did not present any
life safety concerns; that while they understood that
the square footage was greater than permtted, that
they had inspected the facility and that there were
no concerns over tenant safety and in addition, after

the Gty Planning initial hearing, Departnent of
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 12
Bui | di ngs cane in again, identified sone other areas
of concern, which the applicant has addressed and
whi ch they've submtted evidence that they were
addressing to Cty Planning and Cty Planning did
approve this application.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N Alright, I'd like to
call on Council Menber Arroyo, whose district this
project is in.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO ~ Good nor ni ng.
Thank you M. Chair. | didn't catch your nane, M ..

RI CHARD LOBEL: Richard Lobel.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO. |'msorry?

RI CHARD LOBEL: Lobel, L obel.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYQO  This property in
Community Board 2 has raised a great deal of
concerns, first and forenost the sentinment that this
bui | ding over the permtted zoning was intentional,
the original application submtted to the Departnent
of Buildings was to build residential housing; you
t hen nodified your plan without discussion with
anyone and turned it into a honel ess shelter, because

you can make nore noney fromit.
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SUBCOW TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 13
ROBERT LOBEL: Well, 1...1"m not gonna
speak to making nore noney; |'Il speak to the 2007

application that was before DO...[i nterpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO  Where is your
client?

ROBERT LOBEL: M client is not here
ri ght now.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO ~ Shoul d be at the
tabl e, he's...[crosstalk]

ROBERT LOBEL: Oh, |I'msorry...[crosstalK]

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO the one whose
gonna answer these questions.

ROBERT LOBEL: |1'msorry, M. Aron Ausch
is available and |...[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO  You didn't know
he was in the audi ence?

ROBERT LOBEL: Un he...he canme in after
had conme in; | did not..did not see himsitting in
the front. Wuld like nme to answer the questions,
Counci | Menber? Ckay, the...[crosstal k]

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO Bring himto the
tabl e.

ROBERT LOBEL: 2007 application for this...

for this...for this building, which is on file at the
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 14
Departnent of Buildings, which is publicly avail able
online, basically states that the application, the
anendnent was intended to increase the square footage
of this building to 26,000 plus square feet and for
the installation of transitional housing tenants. So
it was a...it was publicly nmade avail able...[i nterpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO:  The ori gi nal
application was for permanent residential housing,
yes? [crosstal K]

RI CHARD LOBEL: That's correct, but the
appl i cati on was anended...[i nterpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO  When we hear from
t he Borough President's office and the Conmunity
Board we're gonna hear a different story.

RI CHARD LOBEL: [|...1 just am commenting
on the publicly available informati on and the fact
that the applicant was reviewed at DOB; this was not
a professionally certified application.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO. It is our
opi nion, mne, and that of the Community Board and
t he Borough President that this over-build was
intentional, that the transitional housing was always
the plan for the New Hope non-profit; the additiona

space allows nore famlies to be sited there. W're
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 15
not gonna tal k about the DHS policies and the
depl orabl e conditions that they all ow honel ess
famlies to be sheltered in at this hearing; that's
not the subject. So I think in college and in high
school a 75 is a C, right, roughly, roughly...
[ crosstal K]

RI CHARD LOBEL: It depends...

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO  and you sit here
and you say that the inspections have been done and
that you average a 75 and you can say that wth a
straight face?

RI CHARD LOBEL: 77.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO. se...oh, 77..

RI CHARD LOBEL: Correct.

COMMUNI TY MEMBER ARROYO  kay. You can
say that with a straight face, that famlies are
housed in this...in this property...[crosstal k]

RI CHARD LOBEL: |'m assum ng that they...
I"massum ng that they use a different, a different
gui de than...|" massum ng...[ crosst al k]

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO. Let ne finish,
let me finish

Rl CHARD LOBEL: Pl ease.
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 16

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO that famlies are
housed in this facility that has been found by
everyone that has inspected it to be | acking,
severely | acking, posing sone very serious threats
and when you speak to the famlies that are there,
their...their sense of disrespect and the...the thought
that no one really cares because the City allows them
to be placed there, so it nust be okay. It is not
okay. | wanna give room M. Chair, to hear fromthe
Borough President's office and the Community Board,
so that we can hear the other side of this story.

RI CHARD LOBEL: Chair, |I'd be happy to
respond now or to defer my conments till after other
participation. Wuld you...should |I respond to the...
to the coments just nmade by the Council Menber?

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRIN: Wl |, | mean, Mari a;
do you want the uh, the handler to cone up..?

[ crosstal k]

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO. | ...1...1 don't
wanna debate himon...on this. He seens to have a
different take on this than we do and we're
di sagreeing on this, so I... wanna hear fromthe

Bor ough President's office.
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CHAI RPERSON VPRI N:  Ckay. Alright, you
don't have to answer it then. Does anybody el ...
Robert, you have a question for this gentleman?
Counci | Menmber Jackson.

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you. So
my question is, in listening to your presentation, |
think you indicated your name is M. Rabe
[ phonetic] ...

RI CHARD LOBEL: Lobel, yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: Lobel and you're
a partner of this law firmrepresenting the non-
profit organization?

RICHARD LOBEL: | am Well no, actually
" mrepresenting the owner of the buil ding.

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: The owner of the
bui | di ng?

Rl CHARD LOBEL: Correct.

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: |Is the building
bei ng...the...with the residents that live there,
that's bein' run by a non-profit organization?

RI CHARD LOBEL: It is.

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON:  Ckay. So ny
question to you, if you know the answer, if this is

not approved, what woul d have to happen; would for
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 18
exanpl e, the nunber of units have to be torn down to
neet the requirenents of the application?

RI CHARD LOBEL: That's correct. They
woul d have...[ crosstal k]

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON:  You have...

RI CHARD LOBEL: to be reduced...there are
currently 57 studio units in the building; pursuant
to the special permt, if it was approved, it would
be reduced two units to 55 because of a reduction in
the 7th story. |If the special permt was not
approved in its entirety, the 57 units would be
reduced to 39 units.

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: So in essence
they may have to take off a floor; is that correct..?
[ crosstal K]

RI CHARD LOBEL: Two...about ...about two...
over two fl oors.

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON:  Two floors. And
| ...as a nenber of the Gty Council | know that there
was a situation, | believe on the East Side, where
sonmeone had exceeded the authority and they had to
tear down a couple of stories...[interpose]

Rl CHARD LOBEL: Sure.
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 19

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: of a high-rise
bui l ding there...[ crosstal k]

RI CHARD LOBEL: That's the...that's uh...

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: this was before
peopl e had noved in, ny understanding; is that
correct..? [crosstal k]

RI CHARD LOBEL: Correct. Yeah. |It's...
it's a fanobus case in the Land Use Committee; it's
Par kvi ew Associ ates, which was on Park Avenue; it was
a 31-story building that had to renpbve 12 stories.

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON:  Yeah. Yeah.

RICHARD LOBEL: In that case it was a...
there was a, an error on behalf of the building
owner, which led to a...a fel...falsely issued permt,
a permt that was issued in error. Here we have a
situation where the Conm ssion has found that the
applicant neets the special permt findings.

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: Ckay. And you
had i ndicated in response to Council Menber Maria De
Carnen Arroyo that in the original application that
was...t hat was anended, it anended for this type of
situation; is that correct?

RI CHARD LOBEL: That's correct.
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COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON:  They amended...

[ crosstal K]

RI CHARD LOBEL: That's correct.

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: aspect of the
ori gi nal one?

Rl CHARD LOBEL: Correct.

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: And so ny
question is; it..it appears as though that the
Community Board...and this is not my district, so what
"' m knowi ng about it is what |I'm hearing just now,
with no further background; just let ne be quite
frank.

Rl CHARD LOBEL: Sure.

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: But what |'m
hearing is that the Conmunity Board and the Borough
President's office and the appearance that ny
col | eague, Maria Del Carnmen Arroyo, who represents
the area, are basically opposed to its continuation
based on your request for a special permt on behalf
of your client, the owners of the building, so was...
at the beginning was it clearly communicated, not
necessarily in the application itself; out front to
everyone what the special permt anendnent was at

that tinme?
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SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 21
RICHARD LOBEL: | think that the

application, when it was brought to the Departnent of
Bui | di ngs and was approved, did not involve the
special permt at the tine; it basically involved an
appl i cation which the applicant and the Departnent of
Bui | di ngs thought was avail able as of right. There
iIsa48F.AR that's permtted for certain
community facilities in this area; this is not one of
t hem where you can go in and get that approved as of
right. Qur...our application overl ooked that, the
Depart nment of Buil dings overl ooked that; we're now
here for the special permt application and basically
with regards to the special permt itself and with
regards to the specific findings, while the Conmunity
Board, the Bronx Borough President’'s office; Counci
Menber Arroyo disagree with regards to the facility
itself, with...solely with regards to the findings,
whi ch involve access to light and air, the fact that
this won't unduly tax social services, the fact that
there won't be an undue anmount of traffic in the
area; wth regards to those findings, we feel that
this a strong application, that we neet those
findings and Gty Planning agreed with that

assessnent.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 22

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON:  Uhmhm  Uhm uh
" masking the question only because at this point in
time the...the building or the units are currently
occupi ed, correct..? [crosstalk]

RI CHARD LOBEL: They are. They are.

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON:  But |I'mjust...|
agree that | wanna...| wanna hear fromthe Comunity
Board and Borough President's office on why they're
opposing it at this point in tinme know ng that
residents live in there; is it because, for exanple,
they were lied to or soneone did not put forward all
of the information and if that's the case, then it is
wong that..that...that..that all of the information
was not brought forward and quite frankly, you know
when soneone is lied to or...and |I'm not saying that
t hat happened; if, and if all of the information was
not given and...you know, then the consequences of
possi bly tearing down units may have to happen. And
" mjust saying, you know what...what we expect and
what peopl e expect is honesty and integrity and
transparency and as an attorney at |aw, you know
you're representing your client and | truly
understand that, but the honesty, integrity and

transparency nust be there.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 23

RI CHARD LOBEL: We understand and we'd be
happy to have the Conmunity Board and the Bronx
Borough President's office testify and answer any
speci fic questions.

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: ' Kay. Thank
you. Thank you, M. Chair.

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N:  Thank you M.
Jackson. Ms. Arroyo, do you have anynore questions
for this gentl eman?

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO. No questi ons.

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N: Ckay M. Lobel, we
uh...we're gonna nove on to the Borough's President's
of fice...[interpose]

RI CHARD LOBEL: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  We t hank you for
com ng...[i nt er pose]

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: M s...M. Chair,
M. Chair, there's a possibility that they nmay have
to come back to respond to questions; is that...
addi ti onal question?

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Are you gonna be
here for a little while?

RI CHARD LOBEL: We'd be happy to...to stay

and...and listen to any testinony.
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CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Fine. [interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: Ckay, thank you

CHAI RPERSON WEPRIN:  We may be able to
sol ve sone of these questions after the neeting too...
[interpose]

RI CHARD LOBEL: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N at another tine, but
t hank you, thank you very nmuch. Alright, |I'm gonna
call up now fromthe Borough President's office on
this item WI hel m Ronda... Ronda. Here he cones. So...
M. Ronda, please state your nane for the record,
what ...just for...also, | don't know if you' re aware;
because we have a very long hearing today we're gonna
limt testinony in opposition or in favor of itens
after the present...presenters to try tolimt to two
mnutes if you can; | don't know how | ong your
statenent is that you're reading, but if you could
gi ve an anended version; there wll be questions, so
sonme of your points could be brought out in sonme of
t hose questions, okay? Thank you, sir. Alright,
whenever you're ready.

W LHELM RONDA: Good nor ni ng Chai r person
and Council Menbers. Thank you for allowing us to

testify in the matter of 731 Sout hern Boul evard.
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This building has had a | ong controversial history.
On August 19, 2003 ny office originally issued a
house nunber for a 32-unit apartnent buil ding, which
Is classified under Use G oup 2 of the Zoning
Resol ution...[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON:  Sir...M. Chair...
["msorry; can you pull the mc closer so we can...

[ crosstal K]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N Just a little close...
we'll give you a few extra seconds...[crosstal k]

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: and | didn't...|
didn't hear his nane, M. Chair, please, if you don't
m nd.

W LHELM RONDA: W1 hel m Ronda; |1'm here
representi ng Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.
kay. Thank you for having us here today.

This building has a | ong controversi al
history. On August 19, 2003 the Ofice of the Bronx
Bor ough President originally issued a house nunber
for a 32-unit apartnent building, which is classified
under Use Group 2 of the Zoning Resolution. In
August 2007 the owner filed with the Departnent of
Bui | dings to change the building to a 57-unit project

Wi th sl eepi ng accommopdations for the honel ess, but
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negl ected to nake the change fromUse Goup 2 to Use
G oup 3.

In 2009 a tenporary Certificate of
Qccupancy was mistakenly issued for the building
under Use Group 2 and it began to operate as a
honel ess shelter. Later in 2009, follow ng a series
of conmplaints fromthe comunity it was di scovered
that not only was the TCO issued in error for the
wWrong use group, but that the building had been
severely overbuilt. The Borough Conm ssi oner of
Depart nent of Buil dings decided to pursue carefully
resolution of the egregious error, as the building
now housed a nunber of honel ess single nothers with
chil dren which has subsequently been changed, | ust
general honel ess popul ation. The cul m nation of
these series of mssteps could be sinply categorized
as |l ack of oversight and ineptitude, but DOB
di scovered al nost the same exact situation occurring
at 1073 Hall Pl ace by the owner, where the building
was filed under Use G oup 2 and the owner proceeded
to operate it as a shelter under the auspices of New
Hope. In this case DOB caught the error and is
wor ki ng toward a resolution. This building has not

had a TCO si nce 2008.
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It is clear to our office that the owner
and possibly the operator was fully aware of the
actions taking place and ganbled that they would be
able to overbuild, profit fromswtching to a shelter
and then rectify the situation if the ruse was nade
public. This ULURP represented an attenpt by the
applicant to rectify the situation. Wen asked why
they did not go to the Board of Standards and Appeal s
for a variance the owner's attorney expl ai ned that
whil e ULURP was not the favored route, they
recogni zed the hardship was self-inflicted and a
vari ance was unlikely.

Approving this application would not only
encour age the owner and ot her devel opers to engage in
bad practices that violate the Zoning Resolution; it
woul d nean he won a ganble by paying his pittance to
renoved only 745 square feet, while he profited al

t hese years. Can | have...[crosstal k]

CHAI RPERSON VEPRIN: | ...1 have to cut you
off there; | know there's some questions, so |'msure
you'll get to nmake sonme other points as we go.

Counci| Menber Arroyo.
COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON:  Sorry...I"msorry

M. Chair. I'msorry; | know that we have Wl lets
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Point, which is very, very inportant; this is an
i nportant issue and the Borough President's
representative i s not...[interpose]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRIN:  |"m sorry...

M. Jackson, we're gonna get into questions here...
[ crosstal K]

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: But...sure, but |
haven't heard...l don't ha...[crosstal k]

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N:  when we have the
guesti ons.

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: M s...M. Chair...

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N: M. Jackson, | have...
| have to keep to the 2-minute rule.

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON:  No, but
M. Chair, he...he is not a nenber of the public, he's
representing...[interpose]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Ri ght.

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: the Borough
president; | don't have his statenent in front of ne...
[ crosstal K]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Ri ght.

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: | don't even
have his statement so | can read it nyself...

[ nterpose]
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CHAI RPERSON VPRI N: Can we get a copy of
the statenment for Council Menber Jackson..?
[ crosstal K]

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON:  Cone on

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N: M ss...[ crosstal k]

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: | nean, cone
one.

CHAl RPERSON WEPRIN: M ss Arroyo, why
don't you ask the questions...[crosstalKk]

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: M. Chair.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRIN:  and we'll see if it

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: | haven't even
heard...l et himfinish what he has to say in order to
ask questions regardi ng what he has to say.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Let ... Counci | Menber
Jackson, l|let Council Menber Arroyo ask the questions
and there'll be plenty of time for himto answer and
state anything he feels needs to be added...
[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: Ckay. Then let...
let me as you a question, if you don't m nd,

M. Chair of you. So are we voting on this today or

we're not?
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CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N: W are not.

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: Ckay. Ckay.
Alright. Very good. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N:  Thank you,
M. Jackson. Ms...[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO  Thank you bot h.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Ms. Arroyo.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO  kay. Wat is
your concern if this application is approved?

W LHELM RONDA: CQur concern is that this
is a...a mechani smthat m ght be used by other
devel opers throughout the Borough to circunvent the
Depart nent of Buil dings process as well as the
community facility process, for people to cone under...
under the radar under the ruse of a permanent housing
application and develop a, a community facility
Wi t hout consulting with the Comunity Board or the
community. In addition to that, we have concerns
about oversaturation in the imedi ate area; we...we
put together a map showing that within a quarter-mle
there's seven special need facilities and we find it
hard to understand how this could not have a burden
on the community when you have a total of seven

transitional facilities and 229 transitional units
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within a quarter-mle of 737 Southern Boul evard. But
nost inportantly was our concern about the
m srepresentation of what this project was going to
be dating back to 2003, 10 years ago; this project
has been on the table for 10 years and we're deeply
concer ned about people manipulating the system
playing the systemto try to...to m srepresent what
they're attenpting to do on a site.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYQO  The...the quality
of the housing; can you speak about what your
experience has been after hearing fromthe Community
Board and/or visiting the facility:

W LHELM RONDA: The Comrunity Board
pl ayed an inportant role in that; they actually
visited the building and residents shared with them
that they had quality...major quality of life issues
in the building, including the issue of rats in the
bui | di ng, cracks have been noticed in the...on the
outside walls as well as reported by the Comrunity
Board; Community Board woul d' ve been here;
unfortunately the District Manager is on honeynoon
and couldn't...could not make here...make it here today

to testify.
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COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO. He got married?
Ww, congratul ations. You referenced anot her
property this landlord has in also Comunity Board 2...

W LHELM RONDA: That's right.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO. What is the...
gi ve...give nme details about what's happening with
that and howis it different than what's happening
with this application?

W LHELM RONDA: The exact same scenario
happened there, except that in the case of 1073 Hal
Pl ace the Departnment of Buildings didn't nmake a
m stake and issue a tenporary Certificate of
Qccupancy. In that case they cited the owner and...
and recogni zed that his app...he...he was trying to
adjust his application and they...they cut that off
bef ore he could, you know, effectively do that.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO  So the sanme
approach...[i nterpose]

W LHELM RONDA: The sanme exact scenari o.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO the sane action
was taken with the Hall Place address that was with
this application?

W LHELM RONDA: Right, there appears to

be a pattern here, at least in this District.
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COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYQO  The nunber of
units difference there wou...i s what?

W LHELM RONDA: There were approxi mately
t he same nunber of units. | don't have the exact
nunber with...[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO. So the...the
original application is for alnost 10 units |ess than
what ultimately is built?

W LHELM RONDA: Ch yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO  And the
difference in the nunber of famlies that are being
housed, if...if...[crosstalKk]

W LHELM RONDA:  Woul d correspond to that.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYQO the origina
appl i cation had renai ned, how many famlies woul d' ve
lived in the building? [interpose]

W LHELM RONDA: This...this originally
woul d' ve been a 32-unit famly...famly apart nment
house, if...if it had been...this TCO had been
requested, as it was a...filed for originally and
they' re proposing 57 units, so we're tal ki ng about an

i ncrease of |ike 15, 16 additional units.
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COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO Do you know what
t he Departnent of Honel ess Services pays a non-profit
to shelter famlies a nonth?

W LHELM RONDA:  About ...cl ose to... bet ween
$90 and $95 a day, | understand.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO |'m not good with
t he mat h.

W LHELM RONDA: So that cones out to
several thousand dollars a nonth to house a famly.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO  Conpared to
mar ket rate for...[interpose]

W LHELM RONDA: Apart...in that...in that
particul ar area, nmarket rates will probably be cl oser
to about a $1, 000.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO. The difference is
significant.

W LHELM RONDA:  About $2, 000...and the
nunber of ...of units, | nmade a m stake on the math;
it's uh...conmes out to about...a difference of about 25
units.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO Is it your
opi nion that this was done intentionally?

W LHELM RONDA: | believe that it was

done intentionally, given the..the multiple parties
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that they had to approach and found issues with their
application, as well as the...the...the variance
bet ween what they originally submtted for 10 years
ago. So this is not sonething...the..the way we see
this is it's not sonething where they violated the
sky exposure plane by a few feet because they put a
bul khead too close to a side of the building. GCkay,
this is about a building that's about a third
overbuilt.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO  And your
recommendation on this application is what?

W LHELM RONDA:  Cur ...our reconmendation
is that this building should be held to the sane
| evel that other developers are held to in the Gty
of New York and that the...these...this...this
addi ti onal square footage should be restored to its
| egal size. They could theoretically continue to
operate a honel ess shelter pursuant to that size, but
that they should be held to the sanme | egal standard
that we have in the Gty.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO  And what do you
say to the individuals that have rai sed concern about
the famlies that are living there or...or tenporarily

assi gned?
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W LHELM RONDA: Wl | these...this District
has an incredible amount of...as | pointed out, just
within the i medi ate area they have a significant
nunber of ...of honel ess shelters and these folks,
although it's very difficult to nove fromplace to
place, this is a transitional facility and the...the
worst thing | think we could do to folks is to house
themin conditions where they have major quality of
life issues; the honeless are entitled to the sane
respect that anyone would be in...in housing and they
shoul d... standards shoul dn't be | ess because this is a
honel ess facility or because this building has...
sonmeone is applying for a special permt to rectify a
m st ake that dates back 10 years.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO  So what is the
Bor ough President asking this Commttee to do about
this application? [interpose]

W LHELM RONDA: We're asking...we're
asking the Coormittee not to approve the speci al
permt.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYQO  Thank you
M. Chair.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Thank you. Any

ot her questions? Alright; see none. W thank you
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all very much; we're actually gonna close this
hearing; we're not gonna be voting on this today, so
we'll have a chance to try to sort out these issues
over the next few days. So thank you all very nuch;
we' re gonna close this hearing and nove on to our
next item which is gonna be Land Use Nunber 0884,
which is the River Plaza rezoning; like to call up
Paul Trams from Kings Bri..Travis...Travis, sorry.
You...you could be a doctor with that handwiti ng.
"Kay. M. Travis...

PAUL TRAVIS: |I'Il give this to you when
' mdone, |ike after this.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  \Whenever you're
ready pl ease...[interpose]

PAUL TRAVIS: (kay.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  put the mc very
cl ose to your nouth; the sound system seens...
[i nterpose’

PAUL TRAVIS: Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  to be weak today.
Thank you.

PAUL TRAVIS: M nane is Paul Travis from
Ki ngsbri dge Associ ates, the devel oper and owner of

the R ver Plaza shopping center.
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We have applied for a Zoning Map change
for the shopping center, which is | ocated on the
bl ock bounded by Broadway to the west, West 225th
Street to the north, the My or Deegan Expressway to
the east and the Hudson Line to the Metro-North
Railroad to the south.

Thi s application proposes to anmend the
Zoning Map so that the entire shopping center will be
| ocated in a C8-3 zoning district. W are proposing
to expand the existing shopping center by
approxi mately 25,000 square feet of retail space on
the roof of the building and approxi mately 10, 000
square feet of storage space at grade. This wll
I ncrease the zoning floor area of the center by
approxi mately 37 percent fromits existing
approxi mately 100, 000 square feet.

Currently the shopping center is |ocated
in two zoning districts; in M-1 District that
enconpasses nost of the center and in R6 District
with a Cl-3 overlay on Broadway. Wile the effect of
the zoni ng anmendnent increases the floor area of the
site, there is significant unused floor area
avai |l abl e today. The only way possible to use a

substanti al amount of the floor area that woul d be
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allowed in the C8-3 District would be to denolish the
exi sting center and devel op new comrerci al use on the
site. The ML-1 and R6 Districts have high parking
requirenents at 1 to 300 square feet and 1 to 400
square feet respectively. The parking |lots however
are 41 percent utilized during the peak hour,
according to the Traffic Study. The critical aspect
of this rezoning is to reduce the required nunber of
par ki ng spots to all ow the nbodest expansion of the
bui | di ng footprints.

| believe the existing shopping center
has been a well-utilized asset to the community in
the last 10 years and will continue to be so with the
nodest expansi on proposed. | hope you will reconmend
in favor of this application.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Thank you very nuch.
I know we' ve had conversations wi th Council Menber
Cabrera's office and Council Menber Rodriguez' office
who enconpasses this site and they are both okay with
this plan. Are there any questions fromthe panel ?
See none. Thank you very much; don't go anywhere. |
think we're...you're doin" the next one as well,

M. Travis or no? O no? kay, you guys are gonna




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 40
decide that? GCkay. Thank you very nuch. W're
gonna cl ose that hearing.

Ckay, we're now gonna do Land Use Nunber
0892 and 0893...okay, alright. So we have M. Travis
for that as well, but why don't you cone...that's the
Br ookl yn Col | ege canpus; M. Jumaane WIllianms is
here, look at that; it's in his District. You al
know Jumaane WIlianms; the nost recogni zabl e nenber
of the New York City Council. [laugh] Whenever
you're ready; | don't have your nanme for the record,
so you'll state it when...when we start. You may have
given us athing; |I think it mght've gotten
m spl aced. But whenever you're ready please start
and just nmake sure to say your name. [interpose]

STEVEN SCHECHTER: (Okay. Good norni ng,
nmy nane is Steve Schechter, |I'm Executive Director of
Governnent Affairs at Brooklyn Coll ege; we're pleased
to be here today to testify in support of Cal endar
Items 0892 and 0893...good norning Council Menber
WIIlians.

This...this change would allow for a
demappi ng of a portion of Canpus Road and Avenue H
and al so anend the Zoning Map to allow for the

construction of a new hone for the Coll ege's School
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of Business, ground floor retail space and for the
construction of a residential dormtory.

In 2010 the Coll ege conpleted a Master
Pl an that showed academ c space on canpus was
constrai ned and that the School of Business in
particul ar, one of five academ c schools on the
canmpus, was the nost under-resourced, based on
enrol | mrent and dedi cated cl assroom space.

Several years ago the College identified
an adj acent property contiguous to the canpus | ocated
on the sout hwest corner of Nostrand Avenue and the
Long Island Railroad right-of-way as the best
opportunity to create additional acadeni c and
residential space while not infringing on any of the
canpus' open green spaces.

In 2011, through the generosity of a
donor, the Coll ege Foundation was able to acquire
this site fromits private owner and subsequently
transferred control to the Dormtory Authority of the
State of New York. This |ot, when conbined with an
adj acent parking lot that's already part of the
canmpus and a street that we seek to demap, which al so

actual ly inside the canpus gate but is stil
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technically a mapped street, conprises the site that
we seek to rezone.

"1l just give a little background on the
School of Business so that you understand the great
need here for this facility.

Students within the School of Business
conpri se about 25 percent of the undergraduate
popul ati on at Brooklyn Col |l ege which totals about
17,000 and about 10 percent of its graduate
popul ation, yet the School of Business has |ess than
10 percent of the College' s classroom space dedi cat ed
for its use.

I n 2010, when Brookl yn Col |l ege
establ i shed the School of Business we also decided to
seek accreditation fromthe Association to Advance
Col | egi ate School s of Business. W will be the only
accredi ted business school in Brooklyn and only the
second within CUNY, along wth Baruch

To gain accreditation we need to neet the
hi gh standards set by the AACSB in nmany areas and the
size and quality of teaching and faculty facilities
is a key challenge we face. The opportunity for the
Col | ege Foundation to obtain the Nostrand property

was especially fortunate, as it allows us to




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SUBCOW TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 43
construct a dedi cated space for the School of
Business. It will provide an acadenmi c hub with
appropriate support, technol ogy and conferencing
facilities, the opportunity to |look at small business
center and student-focused retail, |ike a bookstore,
if they still exist, and it will allow us to create a
softer, nore welcom ng edge to what is now an
uni nviting corner of the canpus.

In order for us to continue to enhance
our academ c reputation and attract the hi ghest
cali ber of students, we need the ability to provide a
residential facility to allow nore students from
ot her boroughs as well as the rest of the state,
country and internationally to attend our prograns
and |live nearby. W've nmet with both the Community
Board and Borough President and based on our
conversations with themwe are commtted to
continuing our consultation with the City Council
ot her elected officials and the Community Board and
t he Borough President as planning for this project
progresses. The Committee was extrenely concerned
about traffic issues and we have agreed to continue
to work with the Departnment of Transportation to

mtigate any inpacts the project nmay have. And
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finally, the Borough President raised concerns that
we construct an attractive facility and that it's
wel | | andscaped and that it has appropriate
streetscape anenities.

And anot her issue; the Community Board
was concerned that this be a facility only for
students and we're only considering a residentia
dorm for students; this is not going to be an
apartnent tower or any other kind of facility,
strictly a residential dormfor Brooklyn Coll ege.
Thank you...[ crosstal k]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Thank you,

M. Schechter. [1'd like to call on Council Menber
Wl lianms now who has comments or questions.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS:  Thank you very
much. Good to see you

STEVEN SCHECHTER: Good nor ni ng.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLIAMS: So |'m..I'm
excited about the project; | do have a coupl e of
qguestions, one of which...the second one | have
nmentioned previously, so I'"'msurprised it wasn't
di scussed in sonme of your concerns. But the first
one, | just wanted to nmake sure, the left turn; |

haven't heard about issues; have we figured out
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what' s gonna happen on Avenue...on Ocean Avenue,
believe; will be on I guess Canpus Road or
Kenilworth; | can't remenber which one; how are we
handlin' the left turn?

STEVEN SCHECHTER: Right. The Comunity
Board and your office have expressed concerns about a
left turn that would be froma new exit road fromthe
canmpus to Nostrand Avenue; that left turn would be
nort hbound on Nostrand Avenue. CQur traffic engineers
believe that a traffic signal m ght be warranted at
that |l ocation and we will certainly defer to DOT and
the Conmunity Board and your office about a traffic
signal there; we...we...we think one is probably
warrant ed, given the distance from Avenue | to the
next signalized intersection at Nostrand and Canpus
Road and Avenue H, excuse ne. So we believe a
traffic signal would probably address that concern.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: Okay. And the
second one had to do with...with the neat narket
that's now cl osed; was probably one of the few areas
where the Orthodox Jew sh constituents | have and the
Cari bbean constituents | have actually m ngled, which
is a great social thing; ny concern is having sone

place i ke that still there and so | have brought up
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concerns about one of the retail spaces being
sonmethin' like that that can attract both
constituencies, so | haven't heard any novenent on
t hat .

STEVEN SCHECHTER: Right. W' ve talked
about that issue and we...just to give alittle
background; there was a neat nmarket at that site
whi ch had been there for many years; its | ease
expi red on August 31st, just recently, and they
actually chose to nove out a little earlier, alittle
before the | ease expired. W have worked with them
we put themin touch...the owners of the neat market
with the Fl at bush Nostrand Busi ness | nprovenent
District totry to help themto seek alternative
space in the junction, especially at the south end of
the junction, where they are interested in staying;

i n addition, we have nade no deci sions about ground
floor retail space; we want a conmunity facility and
we al so want a facility that can serve the student
popul ati on; you know, if...when we raise the funds to
construct this facility and are ready to nove
forward, | think, you know a...a food market, a fresh
fruit and vegetable market, a neat nmarket is

absol utely sonething we woul d consi der and we know
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your office is working with, | think Sustainable
FI at bush...

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS:  Uhm hm

STEVEN SCHECHTER: anot her conmmuni ty-
based organi zation that brings fresh food and
farmer's markets to the conmunity and that's
absol utely sonmething the Coll ege woul d be anxious...a
group the Coll ege would be anxious to work with to
make sure that we continue to have you know as many
fresh fruit and vegetabl e choi ces and neat choices in
the comunity.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AVS: Lastly, is
t here gonna be any conmmunity space, comunity roons?

STEVEN SCHECHTER: We will ab...we...there
will be space facing the street that will be open to
the public and available; | don't think the design
has progressed to a space where we' ve tal ked about
shared community space or...or public space, but as we
design...the project is not yet designed, we only have
conceptual drawi ngs and conceptual schematics, but
the actual design has not commenced, so when we get
to that point we would...we would absolutely wanna

tal k about community space as well.
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COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: Okay, |I'm..1'm

excited about the project, but I do wanna speak sone
nore about those issues.

STEVEN SCHECHTER: Absolutely. And
we're...we're anxious to continue the discussion.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AVS:  Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N:  Once again, we are
not voting on this itemtoday, so there'll be chance
to discuss those issues further. Anyone else on the
panel have any questions? Gkay. Wl thank you,

M. Schechter, we appreciate...[interpose]

STEVEN SCHECHTER: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  your time; we're
gonna now cl ose this hearing. Gay, good. Unhm..
kay. So now we're gonna nove on to the Wllets
Poi nt Project, which is I know why nost people are
here today. Let nme just lay how this is gonna work
for everybody. So we're gonna have...we're gonna
bring up both EDC and the applicant’'s together on
this front panel here; they're each gonna testify as
to this project. Now they' re the ones who have the
answers to our questions and we have a | ot of issues
to discuss, so it's very inportant we hear fromthem

and get to ask the questions and a |lot of the
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concerns we've heard fromcomunity groups and ot her
pl aces, so that'll be our opportunity. Follow ng the
conpl etion of the questions of these...is it al
gentlenmen? | think it is all gentlenen...al
gentl enen...after questioning these gentlenen we are
gonna go to panels both in favor and against; we're
gonna start with a panel in opposition to this
project and followit with panels in favor; we are
gonna hear from everyone today; anyone who's here to
testify will get to be heard and we will get on the
record.

| nmentioned earlier, this is where we are
gonna have to limt people to two mnutes after the
first panels go. First panel, like | nmentioned, is a
| ot of questions, a lot of information we need;
following that it's gonna be limting the...the people
to two m nutes each, so if you' re a nunber of people
t oget her you may wanna coordi nate your remarks so you
can cover a couple of topics. There may be sone
qguestions for you, in which case, you know that's not
part of your two m nutes; however, just try to
coordi nate in your head, right now and take your
remarks and try to sum'emup into two mnutes so we

can get the gist of your argunent and you'll be
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repeati ng sone other argunents too, so nmaybe you can
limt it that way as well. Wth that in mnd...so
with that in mnd we're gonna get to the first panel;
"1l call in a second, Council Menber Conrie, the
Chair of the Land Use Commttee did wanna bring up a
publ i c service announcenent.

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRIE: | just wanted to
note for the record that the |ast two presenters,
even though their projects were not being voted today
did not respect the Commttee enough to hand out
handouts of their projects of what they were doing;
the..the two itenms will be voted by the Committee,
but it's an insult to all of the Conmttee nmenbers; |
hope that the two devel opers or the...the project
people didn't |eave or soneone could get a nessage to
themthat the Cormittee nenbers should get a copy of
their presentation and | woul d hope that...that...well
| see your presentation here, so you didn't nmake that
same m stake Jessie, but to...to nmake sure that the uh
Committee nenbers get copies of their presentation,
especially since Council Menber Arroyo and Counci
Menmber W lianms had serious concerns about both

projects and | would hope that in the future that




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SUBCOW TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 51
when you're com ng before the Commttee that you give
the Conmittee a handout. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N:  Thank you Counci
Menmber Conrie; duly noted. Before we get to the
panel and |I'm gonna have you each introduce
your sel ves, not call your nane; we're gonna let the
Counci| Menber who represents this area to...to give
an openi ng statenent, Council Menber Julissa Ferreras
and she has a statement she wants to nake. Counci
Menber Ferreras.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Thank you,
Chair Weprin.

Good norning, |I'm Council Menber Julissa
Ferreras and | represent the 21st Council District
whi ch includes Wllets Point. [I'd like to start off
by sayi ng thank you to the Subcommittee Chair, Mark
Weprin, the Land Use Chair, Leroy Conrie and other...
and ny ot her colleagues for holding this hearing
t oday.

As a representative of Wllets Point |
wanna ensure the proposed devel opnent is fair and
bal anced, with consideration to existing tenants.

There are a nunber of concerns that have been

expressed to ne by ny constituents which | hope have...
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can be clarified today. For those who are not aware,
this site in consideration is arguable one of the
nost historic sites in Queens. Wile the use of this
| and has varied over the years, it now hosts a wealth
of auto repair shops and has gone wi thout nmany of the
essential amenities other areas of our city
experience, such as routine trash pickups and
property sewage systens. The owners of these shops
are predom nantly | owincome inmmgrants who have cone
to our great city in search of the Anerican dream
As | awmakers it is out duty to ensure they have
access to the sane resources that any other New

Yor ker and smal | busi ness has.

Additionally, I'd like to point out that
the proposal calls for construction of a housing
devel opnent. In 2008 it was made clear that 35
percent of the units being constructed will be
af fordable. Through this hearing | would like to
have clarified that this commtnment wll be
solidified. M D strict is continuing to grow and
yet there is no affordabl e housing available, nor is
t here enough green space when we factor in our

overcrowded popul ation. The commtnent to affordable




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 53
housi ng and ot her comunity needs woul d have a
tremendous i npact for hundreds of | owincone
residents in ny community.

Al t hough there are many positive points
wi thin the proposal, such as a plan to inprove
traffic and pedestrian safety, | still retain many
reservations that will hopefully be clarified by both
the devel opers and the City agencies invol ved.

Bef ore maki ng any deci sions we nust know
all the facts and the community needs to fee
reassured that this is the best decision. As we nove
forward with this proposal | |look forward to
continuing to engage our |ocal comunity, the
devel opers and ny col |l eagues to decide upon a plan
wi th an achi evabl e, sustai nabl e vision and goal .
Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Thank you Counci
Menber. Alright gentlenen, so you guys...you have
coordi nated who's doing what. If you could each
i ntroduce yourselves first and then as you start
speaki ng, then re...re-state your nanes, since |
didn't call you up, so | don't know, M. MKnight,
you wanna just start, say your nane and we'll go

across and then...however you wanna push it. Just so
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you know we know who you are and then you can nake
your presentation.

THOVAS MCKNI GHT: Thomas McKni ght,
Econom c Devel opnent Cor porati on.

KYLE KI MBALL: Kyl e Kinball, President of
t he Econom ¢ Devel opnent Cor porati on.

ROB GOLDRICH: Rob Goldrich, fromthe
Mayor's office.

RI CHARD BROMN: Ri chard Brown, Sterling
Equi ti es.

JESSE MASYR: Jesse Masyr, Fox Rothschild
Land Use counsel .

GLEN GOLDSTEIN: G enn CGol dstein, Related
Conpani es.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Great, thank you
gentl emen. And now, just make sure when you do
speak, as you're naking your presentation that you
state your nane again for the record when you speak
Whenever you're ready.

ROB GOLDRICH: kay, | think the...the
City side is gonna speak first and then the joint
venture will speak second.

So I'"'m Rob Goldrich, again, Senior Policy

Advi sor in the Mayor's office and |I'm here on behal f
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of Mayor Bl oonberg and Deputy Mayor Robert Steel to
speak in favor of the Wllets Point Project. |'m
joined at the panel today with Kyle Kinball,

Presi dent of New York Gty Econom c Devel opnent
Cor poration and Tom McKni ght, who's an Executive Vice
President at NYCEDC. The Administration is excited
to have a real way forward to feasibly realize the
vision that the Gty, with the Council's support,
approved back in 2008.

As you know, the WIlIlets Point
Devel opnment Plan is an historic redevel opnment effort
that will finally transformand revitalize a polluted
and negl ect ed nei ghborhood, a goal that has el uded
the City for generations. The Plan wll clean up
decades of toxic pollution and help inprove the
qual ity of nearby waterways. It will provide the
Wllets Point District, |ocated in one of the nost
vi brant parts of Queens, the basic infrastructure
that it now lacks. In addition, it will establish a
maj or new m xed-i ncone nei ghborhood and commerci a
destination while creating thousands of jobs and
infusing billions of private investnent into the

| ocal econony.
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The City's agreenment with the joint
venture devel opnent teamw Il result in construction
as originally envisioned in the Special WIlets Point
District and Urban Renewal Plan with economc
renmedi ati on on even nore acreage than was originally
anticipated in the 2011 RFP. The Plan will activate
significant acreage on both sides of Cti Field to
create a true center of economc growth for Queens.

The first phase of the project, which
enconpasses 23 of the 62 acres which nake up the
District will result in $3 billion in private
i nvestnment, create 7,100 permanent jobs and 12, 000
di rect construction jobs with MABE and | ocal hiring

goals of 25 percent. During construction the project

wi Il generate over $310 nillion in new tax revenue
for the City and once operational will account for
over $150 million in new annual tax revenue.

You wi || hear fromthe applicants, which
are the New York City Econoni c Devel opnent
Corporation and the joint venture, to ny left, nade
up of Related and Sterling Equities; we're here today
to present and address questions and concerns that

you al ready have. Kyle Kinball wll speak next.
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KYLE KI MBALL: Good norni ng Chairman
Weprin; thank you for having nme and nmenbers of the
Subconmm ttee on Zoning and Franchises. M nane is
Kyle Kinball, I'm President of the New York Cty
Econom ¢ Devel opnent Corporation, NYCEDC. | also
have with nme today Tom McKni ght, David Quart and
MriamHarris behind ne, also fromEDC, all of whom
have spent nearly every day for many years getting
this project to where we are today, so it's inportant
to ne that you hear their voices today during the
question and answer period.

We're also pleased to join Rob fromthe
Mayor's office, who just testified, in support of an
approval of special permts for interimparking and
active recreational uses on four adjacent lots in the
Wllets Point District. These pernmts are necessary
in order to realize the original vision for Wllets
Poi nt approved by the Gty Council in 2008 and w ||
| ay the foundation for the transformation of the area
fromwhat it is today into a thriving and m xed-use
nei ghbor hood.

| wanna take a nonent to distinguish
bet ween the deci sion before you today and the

deci sion that was nmade 5 years ago. Today we are not
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revisiting the original |and use proposal that was
approved in 2008; rather, the proposal under
consideration is a nodification, a use nodification
that will nmake the original approved Plan achi evabl e
and that has received approval of Conmunity Board 7
and Queens Borough President and |l ast nonth, the Cty
Pl anning Comm ssion. M brief remarks will explain
the history of this project and why this nodification
is necessary and after ny presentation | wll be
happy to take questions.

The Wl lets Point Devel opment Pl an
approved by the City Council in 2008 is one of the
nost anbi tious physical transformation projects
undertaken in New York City's history. As you know,
WIllets Point has |long tarni shed an ot herw se vi brant
section of Queens. Surrounded by flourishing
communities |ike Corona, Elnmhurst, Jackson Hei ghts,
and Flushing, WIllets Point has been contam nated
after decades of serving as a coal ash dunp. This
toxic, neglected 62 acres has been polluted by open
petroleumspills, illegal dunping and | acks even the
nost basic infrastructure, as the Councilwonman

nmenti oned, including road, sidewal k and utilities.
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As you know, many plans for this site
have been proposed over the previous 5 decades, but
really none have secured sufficient support or
approval. Despite these challenges, giving its
| ocati on adjacent to grow ng nei ghbor hoods and
proximty to highways and nmass transit, both this
adm ni stration and the Council have seen an
opportunity not only to clean the area and the
surroundi ng wat erways, but also to reclaimthis
underutilized site by creating a dynam c new
nei ghbor hood. Together, we as a city led a years-
|l ong effort, a collaborative, comunity-driven
effort, working closely with community nmenbers, our
agency, other city agencies and |ocal elected
officials in which many of you participated that
ultimately resulted in a redevel opnent plan that won
overwhel mng City Council approval in 2008.

This overall Plan called for the cleanup
of the 62-acre district, construction of 5,500
housi ng units, 35 percent of which will be
af fordabl e, the addition of community facilities,
including a school, a creation of 8 acres of new open
space, 2 mllion square feet of retail and office

space, hotels and a convention center.
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Following the Gty Council's approval the
City issued a Request for Qualifications, an RFQ in
2009; this was followed by a Request for Proposals
for the first phase of devel opnent in 2011. 1In the
nmeantime, work began in 2011 on a $50 mllion of
critical offsite infrastructure inprovenents,
i ncluding construction of a sanitary sewer nmain and
reconstruction of a stormsewer and outfall which are
necessary to support any future devel opnment in the
area regardl ess of who does it. This construction
has itself created 350 construction jobs or
construction related jobs and will begin to wap up
by the end of this year.

In June 2012 we announced the historic
agreenment to nove forward the first phase of
devel opnent. This first phase enconpasses about 35
percent of the area of the entire District. Queens
Devel opnment Group, which is a joint venture here
today, joint venture of Sterling Equities and
Rel ated, was selected for this Plan to unl ock nore
than 5 mllion square feet of new devel opnent in this
first phase, representing a private direct investnent
of $3 billion and creating nore than 7,000 pernanent

j obs and 12,000 construction jobs.
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During this phase 23 acres of the
polluted site will be renedi ated and portions of the
site will be lifted out of the flood plain,
increasing its resiliency to future flooding. In
addition, all devel opnent under the proposal wll be
sust ai nabl e, achieving |ead certification at various
| evel s.

The City has already acquired or is in
contract to purchase approximately 95 percent of the
property required for the first phase and overall the
plan for this first phase will result in the creation
of 2,500 housing units, 35 percent of which will be
af fordabl e, a new school, 500 hotel roons, 1-mllion-
square-foot retain and entertai nnent destination,
al so known as Wl lets West, 500,000 square feet of
of fice space and nore than 5 acres of public open
space.

Qur partners at Queens Devel opnent G oup,
represented in joint venture, will testify later this
norni ng and provi de additional detail about these
plans which will transformthis contam nated area
into a m xed-use nei ghborhood, a destination for
visitors and a trenmendous generator of econom c

grow h, not only for Queens, but for the Gty for
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decades to cone, fulfilling the objectives of the
original Plan and nore.

While noving this plan forward, at the
same tinme, we have been working to train workers in
the District so they are equi pped to secure high-
quality jobs. The City's conprehensive 3 mllion
Wl lets Point Wrker Assistance Program operated by
LaGuardia Cormunity Col | ege, has provided educationa
prograns, English as a second | anguage courses,
conputer and vocational training and job placenent
services to Wllets Point workers since |aunching in
2008. Al workers in the District are eligible to
participate; so far nore than 600 individuals have
regi stered in the program and al nost 500 have
utilized these resources. This programis preparing
current Wllets Point workers for good jobs in
various sectors across the Gty.

In addition, working with relocation
experts at Cornerstone, the Gty continues to provide
affected tenants with relocation assistance. This
service is available to all interested tenant
busi nesses on city-owned property in Phase 1. Over
t he past year Cornerstone has been in contact with

every business that is a tenant of the Gty in Phase
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1 at least 5 tinmes and with many of the businesses
between 10 and 15 tines. Through in-person neetings,
site visits, phone calls and other forms of outreach
Cor nerstone hel ps tenants understand their space
needs, identify relocation spaces free of charge; in
addition in partnership with Council Menber Ferreras,
the Gty co-hosted an information neeting |ast nonth
in Corona for WIllets Point businesses and workers,
whi ch approxi mately 120 people attended. This
neeting provided tenants and workers with resources
to navigate the relocation process and hel p them
under stand and access the variety of City services
and benefits available to them

As you can see, we are working to achieve

nothing |l ess than a conplete transformation of this
District in a thriving m xed-incone comunity and
center of economc growh. This is an extrenely
conpl ex project and like any conplexity in life, you
| earn al ong the way as you work your way through the
conplexities. This is very true in the case of
Wllets Point, especially given the extensive
envi ronnental renediation required as the first step
of the Plan as well as the current |ack of

devel opnent in the area.
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We | earned through the Request for
Proposal s process and negotiations with the
devel opers that such whol esal e transformati on cannot
happen overnight. 1In fact it may be risky and unw se
to attenpt to achieve everything outlined in the 2008
Plan in one fell swoop, because first, resources are
limted and second, nore inportantly, timng is
everything. Bringing in new housing before the area
has had a chance to establish itself as a destination
where people want to work, shop and live is not a
sound devel opnent pl an.
For this reason the Queens Devel opnent

Group proposed an increnental approach that will in
the long run best allow for the realization of the
original 2008 Plan. Under this approach the creation
of retail and entertai nnent spaces first will spur a
critical chance perception of the WIllets Point
District, establishing a sense of place and maki ng
this a place where people want to |ive, because they
will live in a neighborhood. W |earned that a phase
approach is the only realistic and sound way to
realize the original vision for Wllets Point and the
best way to ensure its success. The Special Permts

under consideration do not reflect a change in the
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approved Plan for Wllets Point; that has not been
altered. Rather, these pernmits are necessary for the
phase approach that will ensure the successful
execution of the exiting plan.

Specifically, once the infrastructure and
envi ronnental renedi ati on phases are conpl ete, Queens
Devel opnent Group woul d activate the 126 feet
corridor to the east of Citi Field, constructing a
200-room hotel and 30,000 square feet of retail and
restaurants. A new retail and entertai nnent
attraction to the west of Cti Field, WIlets Wst,
will convert what is current a stadi um parking | ot
into a 1-mllion-square-foot retail and entertai nnent
center with stores, novie theaters, restaurants,
entertai nnent venues and public space.

WIllets West and the activation of 126th
Street together represent a private investnment of $1
billion and they're expected in and of itself to
create 4,200 construction jobs and 2,700 permanent
jobs. The devel opnent team who is with us today,
wi || describe these projects in nore detail

These changes do nean that it will take
nore tinme than originally anticipated to achieve the

transfornmation of Wllets, but | do think it's worth
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consi dering anot her recent transformation by way of
conmpari son and that is the renewal of 42nd Street in
Manhattan. The transformation of 42nd Street from a
decaying district into a world class cultural center
and business district has in turn raised the profile
of the entire West Side and even created so nuch
unnmet demand that the Cty is now | ooking to extend
the success of Tines Square revival all the way to
t he Hudson River. Though that original project also
had a clear vision, it involved nultiple properties
and required conplex | and use changes and faced
econoni ¢ downturns and ot her chal |l enges over severa
decades.

As a result, the project took |onger to
conplete than originally anticipated and required
i nterimproject phases. Attracting economc activity
to the area was the first step required for this
rebirth and hel ped to establish the District as a
desti nation, paving the way for additiona
devel opnent. In the long term this increnental
approach contributed to the great success of the
transformation and we anticipate this wll also be

the case for Wllets Point.
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Don't get nme wong though, when we do
this correctly Wllets Point will be a very different
nei ghbor hood than 42nd Street is today. But the
| esson of being patient to allow for the right type
of devel opnent to happen is a consistent one.

So at the end of the day the goals and
the vision that we all share of WIllets Point have not
changed between 2008 and today. Though the tim ng of
t his project may have changed, we believe that this
phase approach, if | have not said it enough already,
is the best way to nove forward. The Special Permts
under consideration today allow for uses that w il
pl ant the seed of economic activity in Wllets Point,
establishing the area as a vibrant commercial and
entertai nment destination, setting the stage for the
creation of a residential neighborhood and hel ping to
ensure the future success of the broader WIllets Point
Pl an.

The use nodification requested under
t hese permts is necessary to acconplish the
obj ectives we all share for the District. And the
anbitious plan to renew Wllets Point will renedy
decades of pollution and create a vibrant new transit-

oriented comunity and with your continued support and
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partnership | amconfident that we will achieve this
vision. And if there is one nmessage | would ask you
to remenber fromny testinony today, is that the
Council said to us when it approved the 2008 Pl an,
let's do this. W are before you today in absolute
agreenent with the direction you gave us in 2008 and
adding to the chorus, let's do this and let's do it
right. Now |I'm happy to answer your questions.

CHAI RPERSON VPRI N:  Thank you. M.

McKni ght, you're not speaking at the nonent?

THOVAS MCKNI GHT:  No.

CHAI RPERSON VPRI N:  Ckay. So what |'m
gonna do now, |I'd like to hear...we'd to hear fromthe
Rel ated, Sterling Equities people right away and then
afterwards we'll get to questions for all of you,

' cause sone questions may be answered by either one.
Ckay? Wienever you're ready. Please state your nane,
remenber, when you speak

RI CHARD BROAN: Good norning. M nane is
Ri chard Brown; |'ma partner at Sterling Equities and
QDG our joint venture with Related; | amjoined by
Jesse Masyr, Fox Rothschild, our |and use counsel, and

@ enn Gol dstein, our partner from Rel ated Conpani es.
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As you know, the Wllets Point initiative
is near and dear to all of us, we all go back many,
many years in this District, you know for our part,
our affiliated conpany, Sterling Mets has been
directly across the street for over 30 years, since
1980.

Rat her than be repetitive on all the
econonmi ¢ benefit and anal ysis that the transformation
of this area brings, | think you ve heard it and we've
got testinony and details to provide if you need nore
backup on that, | thought 1'd take a mnute to address
some of the threshold questions that we have been
answering for the last year or so, mainly, why are we
doing this in phases; why are we building sonething in
Citi Field s parking lot; where is the housing, and
can we really clean up Wllets Point? So let ne take
a couple of mnutes and try to address those four
things and |'msure there'll be sone foll ow up
guestions that you ask. Uhm..[i nterpose]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Those were all on
our list, so good start.

RI CHARD BROMN: Ckay, yeah; had a

feeling. Anyway, why..why are we doing this in

phases? Well, for one thing, and pl ease understand,
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when we responded to the RFP and the RFQ prior to
t hat, we certainly have had and have every intention
of maintaining the vision that EDC put forth, that
this office...your...your Council approved in 2008. The
obstacles in doing that right now are; nunber one,
this is not a 62-acre devel opnent today, it wll
ultimtely be one and while we do not have any
ownership rights beyond the 23-acres that you see to
the right of Citi Field on that screen, certainly the
transformation of the entire area is the goal and the
vi sion of everybody involved. But for our part, the
23 acres that we are purchasing is a wonderful start;
needs to get cleaned up, needs to get to a position
where we can start |ooking at revitalization of the
entire area and even branching into downtown Fl ushing.
In order to do that however, one of the...the main
reason | believe that we were chosen by EDC in
partnership with Related is that because our affiliate
conpany controls the land in Cti Field; we have
anot her 75 acres across the street, we're able to | ook
at this area holistically. And in so doing we | ook at
the logistical difficulty in developing WIllets Point,
its original vision right away in sections is a

difficult, if not inpossible thing to do, which is why
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this project is sitting the way it is right now. To
try to do neani ngful retail developnent in that 23
acres, to try to do neaningful housing at this
particul ar point, market rate housing, it's just not
economcally viable and |...and | believe that our
conpetition that made proposals for Wllets Point,

al ong with us, would' ve been willing to do nuch nore,
but the subsidy coming fromthe Gty would be
astronom cal and not viable at this point. So we
asked oursel ves, what can we do here to maintain the
vision and try to create an econom c engi ne by which
we can still, over tinme, develop this entire area?
And we | ooked at everything.

One of our proposals actually included
trying to build a convention center early on; that, in
t he end, woul d've...we concluded, as did the Cty,
woul d' ve required a nuch | arger subsidy. So we
reached out to Related and with their retai
background; al so their affordable housing background,
t hey are anong the | argest affordabl e housing

devel opers in the country; have devel oped all over the
City as well and have a wonderful track record; we've
known them for 30, 35 years, so between their

resources, our ability to avail the land west of Cti
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Field, we enbarked on this notion of creating a retai
destination to spur econonic devel opnent in the area.
ANd while we're only technically requesting the
ability to park on an interimbasis in WIllets Point
so that we can...sone of the Citi Field s parking
spaces, so that we can free up the acreage at Wllets
West; again, why are we picking retail at this
particular point; why are we |eading with retail ?

You know, nmany of us who work and live in

Queens are saying, isn't there enough retail already;
aren't there enough shopping malls out there, et

cetera, et cetera and we've | ooked at in detail and

we' ve had...related it as well, studied this very, very
carefully. In basic terns, the nunber that | take
away is $5 billion a year, $5 billion a year of

shoppi ng gets done outside the Borough of Queens from
Queens residents. So to ne that's a very, and to us,
it is avery telling statistic that while there's a

| ot of shopping and |ot of different types of shopping
and retail experience in the Borough of Queens, our
residents are still going el sewhere in a very |arge
scal e basis to be spending $5 billion a year on Long

| sl and, up in Wodbury, in Manhattan, et cetera, et

cetera and we have a great deal of belief that if we
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can tap into giving our residents nore of what they
want or perhaps some things that they don't have that
t hey' re going el sewhere for, that this can be a very,
very viable retail destination. The access is
certainly terrific; much better, as you can tell west
of Citi Field than in..than in...the...the first section
of Wllets Point, the access is...is quite difficult
and again, we..we believe init.

Next question is; what are you gonna do
in Wllets Point now? First thing we're gonna do is
we' re gonna...we are going to clean that site, we're
gonna cl ean our 23 acres; we have enrolled this
project into the New York State Brownfield C eanup
Program in conjunction with Gty Environnental
Comm ssion, as well as the State Departnent of
Envi ronnental Conservation; we will clean this to a
residential standard so that when, not if, but when
housi ng conmes to Wllets Point this land will already
be cl eaned to that standard to allow for residenti al
use and schools, et cetera and park or...and...and...and
open spaces for parKking.

We are working with our environmnental
consultants to come up with a way that once we clean

the land...and if there are foll ow up questions on how
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are you planning on doing this exactly, we can provide
t hat information, what we know so far...we will be able
to do it in a fashion that while the rest of Wllets
Point is still there, we will be able to maintain this
23 acres in a clean and heal thy fashion.

Qur goal s for housing are unchanged, this
j oint venture is fully commtted to providing housing
units, 35 percent will be affordable and again, we are
going to maintain the vision and objectives of this
Pl an fromthe outset.

You know, in summary, | can just tell you
that it's a |arge undertaking, it's sonething that
bet ween our two firms, the synergy between us is
out st andi ng; we have a wonderful working rel ationship
Wi th related the depth of their organization is second
to none inthis City, as is their integrity and we're
happy to have them as our partner in the devel opnent
of this area.

Wth that 1'Il turn over to Jesse Masyr
and be here to answer any foll owup questions that you
have.

JESSE MASYR: Jesse Masyr, Fox Rothschild
| and use counsel to the joint venture. |In the spirit

of time | wll try to be brief, M. Chairnman and




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 75
menbers and try to just focus ny brief remarks on the
t echni cal aspects of what's before you and sone of the
el ements of the project in sone detail that has not
yet been given.

As has been said by Richard and by EDC
why we're here today is not a change in the underlying
zoni ng of the 2008 project that was approved, but
rather a nodification, a Special Permt if you wll,
only to allow for the parking to occur on Wllets
Point's 23 acres and the reason we're here for that is
t hat when the 2008 approvals were done, it was not
cont enpl ated that you coul d have unencl osed parking on
the Wllets Special District. So technically, the
matter before you is to authorize unencl osed parking,
which is intended to be an interimstep before the
conpl etion of the Wllets Point Special District's
goals. There is a text change that goes along with
t hat that authorizes this particular Special Permt;
t hose are the actions that are before you today.

Let ne take you...nention...there's been...
sone nention today about phasing; let ne take you
qui ckly through the phasing of the project. As
Ri chard said, the very first thing that happens before

anyt hi ng can happen is we clean the 23 acres; no
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devel opment will occur on Wllets until that cleanup
i s done satisfactory to both the City and State
agencies. Once that cleanup is done we will..we'll
start our first phase of devel opnment, which wll
i ncl ude a hotel and approxi mately 30,000 square feet
of retail to be built along 126th Street; we're trying
very much on our first phase to begin to change the
characterization of this nei ghborhood.

Second we'll ...and i medi ately foll ow ng
that will be the devel opnent on the WIIlets parking
lot, the Citi Field parking lot for the retail and
entertai nment center; we will have cl eaned up the
site, be able to relocate the parking substantially
that's there over to the Wllets Point and allow us to
construct the mllion-square-foot retail and

entertai nment center.

Then the next phase...there'll be 5 of
t hese all in; the next phase of this project
anticipates that the City of New York will construct

two ranps onto the Van Wck Expressway, as was
contenplated in the 2008 approval s, unl ocking the
ability to devel op the remai nder of the square footage

t hat was cont enpl at ed.
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And then we woul d be able to then enter
into our last and fifth phase, which is devel opnent of
4.5 mllion square feet on Wllets Point property.
That will include 2,500 units of housing of which 875
Wi || be affordable; we will be building a school to
accommobdat e nearly a 1,000 students, 6 plus acres of
open space, additional hotel, office space and
addi tional local retail to support the new conmunity
that's being built here.

In 2008 a nunber of commtnents were
made; we are here to fulfill those commtnents; there
Wi Il be atraffic mtigation fund funded by the joint
venture of nearly $2 mllion, as per the 2008
agreement; we will commit nearly a $1 million to
ensure that the MABE Capacity Building Fund will allow
MABE to be a real goal that is net in this project.

We will, of course, be building to | ead standards

t hr oughout our devel opnent. And the 1, 000-seat school
that | referenced is significantly |larger than was
anticipated in year 2008, but changes in formulas have
requi red that.

Going in above the 2008 comm tnents, we
have struggled with traffic in this project 'cause we

knew it's an inportant issue to the community. W
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have devel oped a nearly 4, 000-page Environnental
| npact Statenment; we are joined today by individuals
from bot h AKRF and VHB, our technical experts, to
answer any questions. But inportantly, we have taken
2008 results and we have bettered them and made | ess
t han 2...we approved nore than two-thirds of the
i ntersections in inpacts that were identified in 2008
and have mtigated those. W have commtted oursel ves
to a major capital program funded by ourselves to do
substantial traffic mtigation to create those
i nprovenents. And | nean as one exanpl e,
M. Chairman, in |ocal intersection inpact, we reduced
t hat by 74 percent fromwhere it had been approved in
2008.

Finally, we'd like to say that we are
proud that we will be building out project, as we are
al ways commtted, to building with union |abor and we
Wi || be creating 12,000 construction jobs, 7,000
per manent jobs of which nore than 5...nearly 5,000 or
nore will be at |iving wage or better.

| f we have questions, we have our experts
here to answer them and we | ook forward to this

di scussi on.
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CHAI RPERSON WEPRIN:  Great. OCkay. Well

t han you very nuch; we have a | ot of questions; |I'm
sure fromthe panel. 1...1"mgonna get it started a
little bit. | wanna..let nme...let nme talk about this...

t he great synergy between Related and Sterling. Wen
did you first discuss this type of proposal together?

RI CHARD BROMWN: |' m hazy on whi ch nonth,
but it was...it was during the...during the RFP process.
We actually...we sent in...we had sent in an RFP with
Rel at ed; we had al so sent another one in that had a
convention use wi th another devel oper and when it
became clear that our...our original plans were not...
not really applicable and viable froma financi al

perspective, we started di scussions with EDC on

perhaps a different way to |look at it, 'cause the...
[ i nterpose]

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N When woul d t hat have
happened, the discussions with EDC? Are we tal king
after the RFP's were already out there; | mean this
was after the RFP's, | assune?

RI CHARD BROMN: It was during the

process; they hadn't...they hadn't awarded anybody,
they hadn't di sm ssed any...they wanted to understand

nore detail and...and...[i nterpose]
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CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  But the RFP's had a
deadl i ne, so at one point they had to be in; you had
one in; Sterling Equities had their own stand-al one...

RI CHARD BROMN:  No, we had...[interpose]

CHAlI RPERSON VPRI N: ' Kay.

RI CHARD BROWN: we had one in with
Rel at ed; we...we had...[i nterpose]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRIN: A se...two...you had
in or you just had the one? [crosstalk]

RI CHARD BROWN: we had two in; we had one
in...[interpose]

CHAI RPERSON VEPRI N:  Yeah.

RI CHARD BROMN: with Related and we had
another in wth TDC Devel opnent, M ke Meyer ...
[interpose]

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N Ri ght .

Rl CHARD BROMWN:  whi ch had a convention...
[ crosstal k]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRIN:  Right. R ght, in
Fl ush...[i nt er pose]

Rl CHARD BROMN:  So...

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  The one with...with
uh...[interpose]

RI CHARD BROWN: it had a...
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CHAI RPERSON WEPRIN: with Related; did
that include building on the...[interpose]

Rl CHARD BROAN:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRIN:  Citi Field parking
lot? That was...[interpose]

RI CHARD BROMN:  Yeah, that was it.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N that was the deal
sonet hi ng...[i nt er pose]

Rl CHARD BROAN:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N: i ncluding this, but
not exactly this?

RI CHARD BROMN: Exactly. Yeah...yes,
including this, but not exactly this, but it had...it
contenpl ated buil ding on our...on...on the Gti Field
parking lot. Yes...

CHAI RPERSON VPRI N Al ri ght.

RI CHARD BROMN: this is part of the RFP

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N The...so the...the
RFP's that were...were put in, your RFP's; you were
the only one obviously who had this ability to build
on..on Citi Field parking lot, so you...as far as you
know, you're the only RFP that woul d obvi ously have
consi dered that; everyone el se just focused on the...

the Wllets Point part?
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RI CHARD BROMN:  That ...t hat ... yeah, no one
el se would have the right to...to build on Cti
Field' s parking lot, that's correct. [interpose]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRIN:  Right. But one of
your original RFP's is...the original RFP you had,
bef ore you end up doing this deal, included building
on Citi Field parking lot, the original..[interpose]

RI CHARD BROMWN:  Ac...

CHAI RPERSON VPRI N: wi th Rel at ed?

RI CHARD BROMWN:  Actual ly, yes; the one
wth Related and the one with TDC both had...
[interpose]

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N Ri ght .

RI CHARD BROWN:  bot h had devel opnent
contenplated on Citi Field s parking lot. [interpose]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  And different types
of devel opnent; | know there was sone...[crosstal k]

RI CHARD BROMWN: Different types.

CHAI RPERSON VPRI N:  there were newspaper
reports about a casino and other things...[interpose]

RI CHARD BROMWN: Correct. Correct.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRIN:  |Is that actually one

of the ideas that were out there?
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RI CHARD BROMWN: That was one of the ideas
out there, along with a retail conponent and al ong
with a convention conponent, all on...all on Gti
Field property. Correct.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  The cl eanup of the
acres in question...

Rl CHARD BROMN:  Yeah.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRIN: | don't know what
shape to call it anynore, you know, we used to cal
it..[interpose]

RI CHARD BROMWN: I n a rectangl e.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRIN: a triangle; | have
no idea with you call that shape that's left, but uh...

RI CHARD BROMN:  Funny | ooki n' rectangle.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Ckay. But...there
you go...what the heck shape is that? | don't know.
Anyway, how nmuch is the cleanup of those 23 acres?
What is that..what do we estimate that's gonna cost?

RI CHARD BROAN: We're estimating
somewher e between $30 and $40 mllion.

CHAI RPERSON VEPRI N:  And who wi || paying
for that?

RI CHARD BROWN: The...it will...the...the

contracting and funding will be fromthe joint
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venture, but there is a funding agreenent between EDC
and the joint venture whereby we'll be receiving just
under a $100 million for certain eligible costs,
among which renmediation is included for this
District. Mney...this is a fundi ng agreenent...and
you can explain nore, but that...that...the noney nust
be spent in the District on eligible costs. |If there
is any noney left over it would be used only for
muni ci pal parking |ot...parking garage, which would be
in the south field lot where Gti Field is, against...
for some of the displaced parking.

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N Yeah. Make uh sure
to...[i nterpose]

GLENN GOLDSTEIN:  We would also |ike...we...
sorry.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  say your name when
you speak.

GLENN GOLDSTEIN:  Yeah, I'msorry. denn
Gol dstein from Rel at ed.

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N: ' Kay.

GLENN GOLDSTEIN: We woul d al so just like
to add; there's very limted testing results
avai l able for the District and we're taking all the

risk as to what those costs mght be. So what D ck
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referenced are...are, you know, very prelimnary kind
of back of the envel ope type estimates that are...that
we have because we don't have any detail ed test
results, other than the fact that we know there is a
significant anmount of pollution that's there.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRIN:  Got it. So I'm..1'm
gonna let..."mgonna | et Council Menber Ferreras ask
some questi ons.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: |' m gonna
actual ly...' cause ny questions are several pages...

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N: ' Kay.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: So |' m gonna
have our...our Chair Conrie ask his and then we'll go
into...

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Ckay, we'll do that
then; anything you say. | didn't know if you were in
a rush or not, you know, you nev...we never know.

Al right, Council Menber Conrie, you can start off
with different questions.

COUNCI L MEMBER COWVRI E:  Thank you. Good
norni ng panel. |'mgonna tal k about the...can you go
into detail..w Il parking be free at the end of the
day; let nme just ask that, 'cause you did uh preface

that to say that you tal ked about the idea of our
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Queens residents spending mllions of dollars
el sewhere and what will be done to...to try to
encourage themto spend nore noney within the
borough; clearly that's always a desired goal, but
one of the main reason that Queens residents shop
el sewhere i s because of accessibility and
transportation and infrastructure. You referenced
42nd Street as a project, but the primary goals to...
that has ensured 42nd Street to be a...such a
destination is the infrastructure, ease of
transportation, the inprovenents in the triangle and
to make it nore pedestrian friendly, |ess car
friendly, but that hopefully will be corrected in the
next adm nistration, so to make sure that...that there
are nore Queens residents that can actually get an
opportunity to nove through that area. But you know,
infrastruct...the infrastructure and transportation
think are gonna be key to whatever happens there at
WIllets Point and can you detail for us today what
those transportation and infrastructure pieces wll
be specifically vis a vis around the ranps that have
to be brought into the project?

JESSE MASYR: Jesse Masyr. [|...1...]1 can

respond | think to sone of those questions and |
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think the EDC may wanna respond to the ranp question
directly M. Chair...uh M. Chairmn.

Your first question was regardi ng parking
and whether or not there will be a fee for parking.
Qoviously there currently is a fee for parking going
to a Met gane and so the parking uh...[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRI E:  Wiich a | ot of
peopl e are not happy about; just wanna put that on
the record too.

JESSE MASYR. |'m not aware of many
sporting events that don't have parking, but the
comment is noted, sir. That...that parking would
remai n, we assume, at the sane fee base as it is now
Parking for the retail center will have a nom nal fee
attached to it and one of the major reasons, and
we' ve had sonme experience with this in devel oping a
| arge retail center near another baseball stadiumin
anot her borough, is that we..we wanna nmake sure that
the parking for the retail is for the retailers and
not as a neans to park for the Citi Field event. And
so what we've done is we have a mni..you know, a
smal | fee for parking at the retail that escal ates

significantly if it's clear that you're really just a
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Citi Field parker the time you're there; it would
graduate geonetrically. Unh...[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRIE: Wl l | woul d nmake
the suggestion that as they are doing it...a building
| ess than a quarter-mle away, where they do three
hours free parking for retail; that would ensure that
the people that are going there would just be
visiting the retail center. So | would...l would
strongly make that suggestion; that's been very
successful. 1In fact, they have the uh...four or five
retail, large retailers in that location. |'msorry
to cut you off.

JESSE MASYR W' || take your
consi deration, uh your comments. | could have, if
you wi sh, nmenbers of the VHB staff, our traffic
engi neer staff, to give you greater detail as to the
physi cal changes and to the infrastructure, but I can
tal k about thembriefly and if greater detail is
want ed.

What we have seen is a nunber of exits
currently...well particularly the Grand Centra
Parkway, as it surrounds Citi Field, that are
subst andard and need physical changes, not greater

taki ngs of property, but just need to expand their
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ranps and have a coherent traffic managenent plan; we
currently have one exanple we could show you in
greater detail; we have five different entry points
into an intersection that has way too nuch confusion
and not enough organi zation. W w | undertake those
capital inprovenments to make those intersections
vi abl e, working and reduce the anmount of wait tine
for Queens residents com ng through there.

Additionally, we anticipate there will be
extended bus service comng to the retail center; we
believe like you do, M. Chairman, that New Yorkers
are not as car-bound in retail as sonetines the
Zoni ng Resol ution thinks they are and we have found
i n many experiences throughout the Borough in many
devel opnents, if you' re aware of, that there are
alternative ways of getting to | ocations rather...that
New Yor kers use rather than the conventional one
person in a car nethod. So we anticipate a |ot of
alternative transportation; having said that however
the process does require us, as you well know, to
provide for the reasonable worst case of traffic
com ng here and that is why we have built an

addi tional 2,500 spaces to support the retail center,
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to make sure it has no inpact on the viability of
Mets customers conming to enjoy a Citi Field event.

As | said, if you want greater detail as
to the physical changes, we can have the experts cone
up fromVHB to testify.

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRIE: | think for the
sake of the public that should happen, just to give
the sense of the idea of how you' re going to increase
traffic density when there's already a high |evel of
traffic density comng into that area now, especially
this week when you have the USTA and ot her events and
how are you gonna show on high density days when you
have basebal | ganes and other events at the park, how
that's gonna show that...better traffic flow and nore
accessible traffic flow for people to even wanna shop
there, especially if there's going to be a...an
attraction for retail to try to get Queens residents
to want to shop there; there's...they they're going to
need to have a sense that they're gonna be able to
make it accessible. And if residents don't feel that
the area's accessible now, you know, what's gonna be
done...and this is to...to the Gty too, which is why

I'"'m focusing on the ranps; what is gonna be done to
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make sure that that is a destination that people wll
not have a predisposition not to visit?

JESSE MASYR® M. Chairman, we coul dn't
share your concern nore, if possible. W don't wanna
build a retail center that people are not gonna enjoy
coming to. That is why we spent all the tinme we did
on analyzing the traffic, re-analyzing what had been
assunmed in 2008; that is why our Environnmental | npact
Statenent is nearly 4,000 pages. That is also why we
are commtted to making the mtigation changes that
we have identified prior to the opening of our retai
center.

The gane day traffic you elude to is
handl ed on a one-tinme basis; the police cone in and
for the 81 ganes that the Mets are home, not counting
post - season ganmes, the New York Police Departnment
manage that; we have to worry about the renai nder of
the year and that is why our traffic report went to
the extent that it did, to reduce the inpacts that
were identified in 2008 by over two-thirds, reduce
the local intersection inpact by nearly 75 percent
and nore particularly, why we have committed

oursel ves contractually to spend the dollars out of
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our funds to nmake those mtigation physical changes
prior to the opening of the retail center.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Thank you. As a Met
fan, thank you for not |aughing when he said post-
season ganmes. Uhm wuh...[interpose]

JESSE MASYR. He's sitting right next to
me, you know.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  CGotcha. Soon, soon,
soon. Uh the ulnar nerve notwithstanding. 1...1 had
one qui ck question before | get to Julissa Ferreras
about the housing...[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRIE: | didn't know
was on a tine...[interpose]

CHAI RPERSON WVEPRIN:  Ch I'msorry; |
t hought you were done. |I'msorry, Leroy; |
apol ogi ze...[ i nt er pose]

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRIE: 1...1 don't think
| got the answer that the conmunity wanted to hear;
asked for a detailed presentation; if you' re just
gonna tell me that you believe it's 65 percent
reduction, that's fine; | just wanna put it out there
that, you know, unless you convince the comunity,
you' re gonna have a white el ephant there, because no

matter what retail put there, if you don't convince
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t he peopl e through sone way that they' re actually
gonna access the location, no matter what's built
there, people are gonna have a predisposition not to
come. So...[interpose]

JESSE MASYR® M. Chairman, |I...

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRIE:  you know I ...1...1
don't understand why |I'mbein" cut off on tinme here
wi t hout bein' notified; maybe the Chairnman has
anot her neeting at noon and he didn't tell nme, but I...
you know, | think that for the sake of the public and
for all the other people here, we...you know
under st and what you're saying and |'ve been
personal |y briefed about it, but I think for the
public at |large to understand what we're doin' about
the ranps and what we're doin' about making sure that
there's access, the public needs to get a nore
detail ed presentation. But if |I'm being overrul ed,
that's fine.

JESSE MASYR M. Chairman, | apol ogi ze
if I sounded like | was trying to avoid your
question. | said that the experts are here and if
the...and if the...if the Commttee would |ike a

presentation fromour traffic experts in greater
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detail, we are nore than prepared to do that today,
now or at any other tine if you w sh.

CHAI RPERSON WVEPRIN:  And I'm..l1"'m sorry.

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRIE: Well, it's
obvi ously your fault...[interpose]

CHAI RPERSON VEEPRI N: Wl | ...

COUNCIL MEMBER COVMRIE: | nmean | think it
shoul d be done, but.

CHAI RPERSON VPRI N:  We...we wi |l not be
voting today and we do have a little bit of tine on
this item so we'll be having |ots of discussions;
that may be something we wanna bring in during the
di scuss...[i nt er pose]

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRIE: This is the only
public...are we havin' another public hearing on it?

CHAI RPERSON VEPRIN: Wl |, we don't have
anot her public hearing schedul ed, nor do | think we
have tinme to have one within the tineframe, but this
i's obviously a major concern you're raising that
we' re gonna be pursuing.

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRIE: And | wanted to
make the overall point that we need to get those
ranps in faster than the original tinmeframe and I'm

tryin' to lead to that point, but if we don't have a
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chance to make their presentation, | think that for
the public, which we're having this hearing for,

t hought, woul d wanna know what those specific issues
are, unless we're gonna get testinony from ot her
public entities to reach to that point. [|'m
concerned that whatever happens there, Queens
residents will want to visit and want to nmake sure
that it is a destination and, you know, nost people
don't consciously know when Mets games days are and...
and while they wll track the season, we wanna nmake
sure that whatever happens there will be attractive
for consunmers to go visit and I'"'mwanting to get a
detail on that; | don't...I think that's fair to ask
the panel to do the presentation.

KYLE KI MBALL: Just one uh...[interpose]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N: St ate your nane.

KYLE KIMBALL: Sorry. Kyle Kinball here
fromEDC. We...we are happy to sit down and tal k and
get into nore detail about both the traffic
mtigation, as well as the ranps; other
i nfrastructure inprovenents; we have had two neetings
with the Community Board in May that went through a
| ot of the detail; | think we're happy to do that and

uh...[i nterpose]
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COUNCI L MEMBER COMVRI E:  Yeah, |

understand that, but when |I've had...just to go
deeper, when |'ve had neetings with the...the
different entities to ask about left turns and to ask
about the timng and the ranps, | think that the
public needs to know what the City is doing to try to
make that happen. You know, even if you wanna go
deeper, you know, | think there needs to be nore
mtigation to allow for left turns conmng fromthe
west in Queens into the site; there needs to be nore
done al ong Roosevelt Avenue to either w den the
street or deepen the street; you know, the question
of whether or not we do another exit fromthe J
Train; | nmean those are the things that the public
have been asking nme independently; | think the public
wants to hear what the Cty's point of view and what
the devel oper's point of viewis and if we don't do
it today, then this...this gets...this doesn't get
aired out publicly and...and you know, that...that...
that's what | thought we were here for; if not, | can
| eave and go back to Queens, 'cause | have ot her
things to do as well over tinme, uh 'cause we were
supposed to have a public hearing, unless sonebody...

uh | didn't get the neno.
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CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N: Do you wanna
el aborate on what you're doing as far as this goes?
KYLE KI MBALL: Sure. So | can...well

can tal k about the ranps. So we are...part of the
tineline that we've put forward on the ranps is that
we have gotten Federal ...an i nportant Federal approval
on the ranps, but simlar to ny refrain that | said
that you need...we need to do this in the right way;
we are putting forth to a tineline on the ranps;
nothing is prohibiting Queens Devel opnent G oup from
buil ding the ranps earlier wwth the Cty capital, |
think to the extent that it's...it's proven to be
necessary, but the idea that the ranps have to be
done in the right way; even though we do have one
Federal approval, there is a nunber of different
approval s that have to happen; the ranps still need
to be designed, so in many ways, Council Menber
Conrie, sonme of the details I think you' re | ooking
for in terns of the...at |east on the ranps and the
traffic flows, will be part of the design process,
which is sort of the next phase, so we have committed
to the concept of ranps and that the Gty will build
the ranps, but the finer points of howthey will be

desi gned, how they will be constructed; how roadways
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will be inpacted is still be determned; it's sort
of ...it"s sort of premature to have those kind of
details, 'cause we just don't have them yet
specifically on the ranps. So | hope that answers
your questi on.

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRIE: Do you get a
estimate on the funding for the ranps when the Gty
puts capital noney aside for the ranps, |ike they' ve
done with other nmjor projects that they' ve wanted
and if so, how nuch?

KYLE KI MBALL: Sure. Turn it to Robert.

ROB GOLDRICH  Hi, Rob Goldrich fromthe
Mayor's office. Right now we have a couple mllion
dollars in the budget for prelimnary design of the
ranps; we are in discussions, we being City Hall, EDC
and OVB, discussions about how to fund the ranps in
the budget; | think everyone here would like to see
sone funds shown there.

Al so, one point | wanna nake about the
ranps in ternms of their inportance, you know the ful
devel opnent of WIllets Point, the whole 62 acres,
wi || not happen unless the ranps are built and
what ever the outcone is of what we're able to show on

t he budge or not, any adm nistration woul d wanna see
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the ranps built in order to realize the tax revenues
and the tax benefits; the job creation that woul d
result fromthe Wllets Point devel opnent. So we're
i n di scussi ons about how we're gonna show t he noney
in the budget right now, but it is the comm tnent of
the City to get these ranps done and it's the incent...
the City has a great incentive to see that the ranps
will be built.

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRIE:  Wel| ...and...and...
you know, we put $25 million set aside for Culture
Shed, we put mllions of dollars set aside for the
Cornel |, Roosevelt Field, Island |location; | think
there shoul d be some nmjor capital commtnent towards
this project as well. And I'mairing this out
because | don't think everything should be just on
Counci | Menber Ferreras, especially in her delicate
condition right now, she may...you know, her...the
child may decide to conme out tonorrow and then she...
how is all the..when are all these negotiati ons gonna
happen? And it's really unfair to put this burden
singly on her; this is why we're havin' a public
hearing, so I'mtryin' to help ny colleague, you
know, to do as nmuch negotiation as possible to nmake

sure that these discussions are aired publicly so
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that she doesn't have to worry about this and
i ncrease her stress |evel, 'cause we want the young
man to cone out stress-free, you know and...and to
have a wonderful life, so you know I'm..[i nterpose]

ROB GOLDRICH:  This is Rob Goldrich from
the Mayor's office. W al so wanna see that baby born
stress-free...[crosstal k]

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRI E: Uhm hm so...

ROB GOLDRICH:  but | just wanna say that
it's inportant that we...that we've heard your
comments today and that we will take what we've heard
fromyou and from ot her Council Menbers into our
di scussions and try to wap this up as quickly as
possi bl e.

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRIE: Well, | would
hope that it is done and that there is sonme ngjor
noney set aside for the ranps or commtted to set
aside for the ranps, 'cause again, wth...you know, as
this adm nistrati on has been forward thinking and
getting things done that are inportant, then Wllets
Point is a...one of your singular points of Iight that
you wanna point to, you know, 10, 15 years from now,
| think it's inmportant that that nobney is set aside.

Just to nove onto another topic then if we're gonna
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tal k about...or since we're not obviously having a
detail ed presentation for the public on it, wll that
be..then let ne ask, wll there be a online slide
presentation for people to look at or will you go
back to the Comrunity Board, 'cause ny understandi ng
the tineline for this is that...that by the 13th we
have to vote this out? So...so when is it? GCh okay.
Wl |l then good, so then will you be able to go back
to the Community Boards and give them an information
on the...the mtigation plan that you' ve cone up wth
now, within this nonth..? [crosstal k]

JESSE MASYR® M. Chair...M. Chairman, we
spend over four hours at Community Board 7 giving a
detailed transportation presentation and they...
[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRIE:  And will that
presentation then can be put online so that anybody
could | ook at and commrent ..? [crosstal k]

JESSE MASYR \We...We...yes and...and...and
plus all of those details are already online in the
Envi ronnent al | npact Statenent.

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRI E:  kay.

JESSE MASYR. This has all been vetted

t hrough Departnent of Transportation of the Cty of
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New York, it has been shown to the Conmunity Board
and we are also conmitted to quarterly report back to
Community Board 7 with regard to transportation
I ssues; we have also commtted ourselves to...in our
post - openi ng studies, to share those studies,
nmet hodol ogi es before we even go into field and do
themw th the Coomunity Board to get conmment to nake
sure we're doing it right, don't mss anything; this
has been a natter of great tine and detail and one
that we are not avoiding and | again apol ogize if you
interpreted ny statenents to nean that. Unh, uh...
[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRIE: No, no; | didn't
interpret it that way.

JESSE MASYR. We...we spent all of My...
[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER COMRI E: Unm hm

JESSE MASYR. if you wll, on a weekly
basis doing traffic presentations to Community Board
7; we don't shy fromit, it's not the nbst exciting
show, but it's one that's thorough.

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRIE: Right. Well
didn't interpret that you haven't been trying to do

outreach, | just wanna make sure that the genera
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public gets the chance to see it and where can they
|l ook at if they wanted to see the website; is it
just...is there...what's the website that people can
actual ly...[i nterpose]

JESSE MASYR | woul d assune you...you
coul d...you...you can see these inmages and the
presentation on the EDC website, as well as the
Envi ronnmental |npact Statenent is avail able
simlarly, | believe on the EDC website, as well as
the Mayor's O fice of Environnental I|nfornmation...

[ crosstal K]

THOVAS MCKNI GHT:  That's correct.

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRI E:  Okay. Alright,
great.

THOVAS MCKNI GHT:  And I ...1...could | just
add one nore point to add to...[interpose]

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N Who...and who are
you?

THOVAS MCKNI GHT:  Tom McKni ght, EDC. In
addition to having gone through all of the
mtigations with the Cormunity Board, as we sat at a
coupl e neetings, sonething that stemmed fromthe 2008
approval at the Conmunity Board | evel was wanting to

make sure that we were being responsible in the | ong-
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term acknow edging that this a project that wll
take sonme years to inplenent and the Conmmunity Board
felt it was inportant to establish a fund to all ow us
to make investnents in the future that we m ght not
be able to foresee today and that's the traffic and
infrastructure fund that the JV referenced earlier,
so there's about $1.8 mllion set aside for future
anal ysis and i nprovenents, should they be warranted.

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRI E:  Okay. Well is...
just to try to sumup quickly, would the...would any
of those inprovenents be a second ranp fromthe 7
train to even access either the...closer to the East
End area where you're plannin' to put the hotel and
housi ng or the West End area where you're going to
put the mall; is there additional exits fromthe 7
train plan, in the long-term plan?

THOVAS MCKNI GHT:  The...l think that we
speak nore specifically on the EI'S, but nore broadly,
in ternms of what sort of investnments could be nade
fromthat fund, | think we remain flexible, as the JV
does in ternms of how that investnent is nmade; the
intention is really to see how the plan devel ops and
if there are issues that arise in the future the fund

is there to answer that.
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COUNCI L MEMBER COVRIE: $1.9 million is
not enough to do that; is there a way to establish a
predi cate to make that happen or is there an idea or
plan to allow for that to happen if the need devel ops
itself for exits fromeither one?

RI CHARD BROWN: This is Richard Brown
fromSterling. W have had di scussions wth the MA
regarding the Wllets Point Station on and off since
1980, but certainly nore recently when we conpl et ed
Cti Field they were...and...and we've had sone
prelimnary discussions with themon WIIlets Point;

t hey, over the years have been very responsible to
neeting certain needs that we have; during
construction of Citi Field, where we |ost a couple

t housand spaces for two full seasons while we were
simul taneously building Citi Field and playing
basebal |, pretty good baseball in Shea Stadium as |
recall, they responded very well, providing nore
frequent trains, longer trains, et cetera and with
some nmarketing, et cetera we ended up at the peak
havi ng about 65 percent of our fans conme to the gane
using nmass transit, LA...Long Island Railroad is also

very responsive.
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We have tal ked to them about this

project; obviously the Wllets Point Station needs a
| ot of love, it needs...it needs a |lot nore than just
a paint job and things. The reality with the MIA as
you know, is they've got a lot of fish to fry and the
Wllets Point Station, unfortunately, except for
certain periods of the year, this being one of them
it's arelatively | owvolune station for them and
with all the infrastructure issues that they have,
they are not inclined to cone al ong and nmake this the
station that we certainly want it to be. Then enter
WIllets Point, yes, they are certainly receptive;
they would | ove nothing nore than to encourage
ridership, both to the retail destination and
ultimately east of Citi Field, into Wllets Point.
W' ve had very good di scussi ons and neani ngful ones
with them but what you do need to understand is,
they prioritize things and we think they' Il be there
for us; you know we have no reason not to believe
that, but with the first construction of any
nmeani ngful real estate here being three, four years
away after we close on the |land, clean up...clean up
t he environmental hazards, then start construction of

the hotel and retail fromof as many...[interpose]
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COUNCI L MEMBER COVRIE:  So in other
wor ds, you're confident that whatever happens there...
[ crosstal K]

RI CHARD BROMN: | think...

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRI E:  you can continue
to work with the MIA as you show i ncrease...

[ nterpose]

RICHARD BROWN: | do. | do, but | can't
say | have a concrete commtnent, 'cause it's...it's
years off and they've got budgets to bal ance.

COUNCI L MEMBER COMRI E:  Okay. Alright,
thank you. Just in the sake of tinme I'll ask two
guesti ons. Wiere is the...has the school been sited,
that you propose, a 1, 000-person school ?

JESSE MASYR: Yes, in the two...in the...in
Phase 1b or the buildout at Wllets, yes we have...we
can...l don't think we have a slide for that right; we
can give it to you though, but it has been
identified. [interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRIE: Okay. And it's
inthe..is it inthe front part of the ot or the
back part of the lot or? Okay.

JESSE MASYR. Away fromthe street.
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COUNCI L MEMBER COVRIE: Great. Thank
you. And then, just the..ny...ny final question, the...
the wi nter space, the tenporary parking space and
the...l guess...what did you call it, tenporary
recreation space; is there a plan to be done to all ow
that space to be transferable to other |ocations
within the Council Menber's District after that space
is conpleted as its usage? In other words...
[interpose]

JESSE MASYR. W have not contenpl ated
that, M. Chairman.

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRIE:  Well, can | nake
a suggested that...that whatever's built there can be
transferable to maybe create play streets within the
Counci| Menmber's District, because if that's the
focus of the city, to try to give people recreationa
space, it would be terrible if it was only tenporary.
So if there's a possible to make sonme pl ace...

[ crosstal K]

JESSE MASYR. We...we can certainly | ook
into the idea of reusing any of the physical aspects
of the interimspace.

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRIE: Right. 'Cause if

you' re tal ki ng about creating volleyball courts, that




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SUBCOW TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 109
coul d be transferable, even tennis courts or...you
know, I'mnot sure; | don't even renenber what el se
was planned for that area, but you know if the idea
was to give people nore recreational opportunities,
to make it tenporary and take it away woul d be |
t hi nk sonething that we could work on, especially
with the ability to construct durable materials or
transferable materials, so | would strongly suggest
t hat .

JESSE MASYR. W hear your suggestion.

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRI E:  And again, in the
interest of tinme I won't ask anynore questi ons now,
but | just wanna...to try to support the Counci

Menber because she has a | ot of decisions to nake and

I want her |life to be as stress-free as possible; |I'm
willing to, as she knows, do whatever | can to assi st
her in making sure that this project happens; | wanna

see a project that everyone can feel confortable with
at the end of the day; I'mnot gonna bring up the
af f ordabl e housing piece; I'lIl wait to hear fromthe
community on that.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N: Do you know Lamaze?

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRIE: | do not .
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CHAl RPERSON WEPRI N:  Okay. Al right.

Just tryin' to keep the list properly; way you do.
[...1...1"mgonna...[ crosstal k]

COUNCI L MEMBER COMRI E:  Anyt hi ng...
anyt hing other than directly birthing.

CHAI RPERSON VPRI N: | ' m gonna call on
Counci| Menber Ferreras, 'cause she does have a | ong
list and I know they're inportant questions and then
| may junp in along the way on points if there's
sonething I wanna just follow up on. Ckay, great,
Counci | Menber Ferreras.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Thank you,
Chair...Chairs. So clearly we have a | ot of issues
over at Wllets Point or different topics that we're
gonna address today and I'mtryin" to divide all the
questions by topics, not that one is nore inportant
than the other, but just kind of to be able to
address this.

And | know we tal ked about green space
and the inportance of that and while we consi der
other things that we can do and | appreciate Counci
Menber Conrie bringing up the play streets; tennis
courts we don't need; | just wanna put that on the

record; we should be using the ones we have at the
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USTA, if anybody renenbers that battle a couple of
weeks ago.

But | wanted to tal k specifically about
the | ease rent and revenue pace of this project. |
know t hat we had di scussed at sone tinme the $400
mllion direct contribu...investnent that the City had
I n purchasing the land; where are we with that;
what's the status; how nmuch have we spent; what's
left? Do we...are we | ooking...are you | ooking for
nore and how nuch of the...of this project do...does
the Gty currently own?

KYLE KI MBALL: Sure. O the $396...$397
mllion, about 173 of that has been used or will be
used on property acquisition; we own about 95 percent
of the site, there are a handful of property owners
that we are in still in negotiations with, so | don't
wanna necessarily indicate to them how nuch we have
left, but that's essentially our budget to...to do
that. [interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: So your handf ul
is not ny handful, so what nunber is that?

KYLE KI MBALL: A handful; less than a
handf ul .

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: |'m sorry?
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KYLE KI MBALL: Less than a handful .

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Less than a...|
don't...what's a handful is what I"'mtrying;, to get
at ?

KYLE KI MBALL: Uh less...less than...

[ crosstal K]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: W have
di fferent hands.

KYLE KI MBALL: we both have five fingers;
| ess...and | ess than the nunber you can count on our...
[ nterpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Less than five?

KYLE KI MBALL: respective hands. Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Less than five
property owners?

KYLE KI MBALL: Correct.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: (Okay. Thank
you.

KYLE KI MBALL: And then the rest of that
is for off...the rest of the $396 is off-site
infrastructure and we've committed about $235 mllion
of that 396 and then we wll| of course...we're doing
the rel ocati on package, which is about $12 nmillion of

t hat .
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COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: So in 2008...
actually on Cctober 17th of 2008 the goal stated by
Li eber was to get the Gty taxpayer noney back
through the sale of the properties; is that still a
formula that's being used; can you clarify that
poi nt ?

THOVAS MCKNI GHT: | think what we've
| earned through the RFP process is uh...[interpose]

CHAI RPERSON VPRI N That's Tom MKni ght .

THOVAS MCKNI GHT:  Sorry, Tom McKni ght,
EDC, | apologize Chair. Wat we |earned through the
RFP process is that the devel opnent here will be
costly and will require a |long-term sustained
commtnment and wll require investnent fromthe Gty.
So the way the capital funds are allocated today is
that a portion of it is for acquisition, a portion of
it's for infrastructure and a portion of it is for...
to support the JV s developnent. W don't anticipate
rei mbur senent of the purchase price, although there
is sone participation in the lease with the JV for
the Citi Field portion.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: (kay, soO just
for clarity, there's...out of the $400 mllion...I

think you corrected the nunbers...[i nterpose]
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KYLE KI MBALL: $397 million.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: 3...

KYLE KI MBALL: $397 million.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: $397 million;

t hey were broken down for purchase, which is $173
mllion? Correct?

KYLE KI MBALL: That's right.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Then is this
where...and can you break it down further for me?

KYLE KI MBALL: Sure. So $173 million for
property acquisition, $26 nmllion for off-site
infrastructure, $4 mllion for what we're calling...
what we call technical services and then another
$12.5 for relocation assistance and then, | guess the
rest goes to...to the JV for the...for the...for
nmedi ati on, a portion of that.

THOVAS MCKNI GHT: Il just...just clarify
that. What that represents is expenditures to date
fromthe $397 million.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: (kay. So is
there any additional nonies that you' re expecting
that this project will cost noving forward? O ...or

what are the variables of things that you don't know?
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THOVAS MCKNI GHT: I n terns of cost, |
think the...the...the cost of the ranps, as the
Counci | man said, would be addition to the 397 and
just for clarity, the 3.5 that we allocated for the
suppl enental relocation benefits is in addition to
the 397; that's not within it.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: So the 3.5 is
not in the 12.5 rel ocati on?

THOVAS MCKNI GHT:  GCh it is; it...it's...
we're conflating $9 mllion, which is the base
rel ocation anount that is a portion of the $397
mllion, the 3.5 that we recently allocated is in
addition to the 397. In terns of future...is that...
isn'"t that clear?

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: No, uh you...
you...[i nt er pose]

THOVAS MCKNI GHT:  Sorry.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Rew nd.
There's $3 million that was originally part of the
2008 deal for 60 acres or whatever the total acres
were; we were in conversations, sone |oud; we brought
it down to...for those $3 nmillion to be for the 22
acres, so we got that focus. [interpose]

THOVAS MCKNI GHT:  Yes.
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COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: W found
addi tional nonies, $3.5 mllion; that adds up, to ne,
as $6.5 million. So can you help nme get clarity,
'cause you're saying 12.57?

ROB GOLDRICH:  Ckay. | uh...1'm Rob
Goldrich fromthe Mayor's office; | think I can
answer this. The $3 mllion that was di scussed back
in 2008 was for the entire 62 acres.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Ri ght.

ROB GOLDRI CH: Before we had di scussions
with you about any increnental noney we allocated
wel | nore than that, which is $9 mllion for the 23
acres, the...the...the...the...[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: The new...

ROB GOLDRICH  the...the current Phase
1A/ 1B of ...of WIllets Point...[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: (kay.

ROB GOLDRICH: So that $9 mllion...that
$1 million...$3 mllion was gonna be for the whole 62
acres turned into $9 mllion for the 23 acres.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Right.

ROB GOLDRICH: That is all part of the
$397 mllion that President Kinball just described.

We recently worked with you and your office to find
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addi ti onal funds, $3.5 nillion, which would al so go
to eligible businesses in the 23 acres; that $3.5
mllion is on top of the $397 million...[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: (kay.

ROB GOLDRICH:  So actually, that's new
funds; that's over and above the $397 million budget
whi ch we' ve been tal king about for the |ast few
years.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: So this is
technically now a $400.5 million...[interpose]

ROB GOLDRI CH: Correct.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: if we | ook at
this whole project? Ckay.

ROB GOLDRI CH: Right.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: That's where |
was getting nmy math confused. Thank you. And we're
still in negotiations, because we're still having
conversations about what, you know the...the noving
costs and then | have sone other conversations about
rel ocation. But since we had nentioned the ranps in
earlier conversations, | wanted to focus in on this.
VWere are we currently wth the capital allocation

for the ranps?
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ROB GOLDRI CH: Ckay, |'mnot sure of the
exact nunber; | think it's somewhere between $1 and
$2 mllion that is reflected in the budget; |'m not
sure which year it's reflected in; we can get the
details, nmaybe EDC has that, but that's for
prelimnary design of the ranps.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Right. | nean
with all due respect, that's to buy paper and pens,
right?

ROB GOLDRICH: So...so that's the...those
are the funds that are currently in.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Ri ght.

ROB GOLDRICH As a result of what we've
| earned fromyou, your office and Council Menber
Conri e and other...other speakers' office as well, we
are in dis...we believe the...the full design budget is
probably somewhere between $8 and 10 nmillion for the
ranps. So we have sonewhere between $1 and $2
mllion...Ch sorry, there's $3.6 nillion reflected
already, | apologize, $3.6 mllion reflected al ready
in the budget, not somewhere between $1 and $2
mllion. So $3.6 million instead of somewhere
between the $1 and $2 million. W' ve |earned that

the full design for the budget...full design for the
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ranps woul d cost sonewhere $8 and 10 million, so
that's $3.6 mllion of a total that would be needed
of $8 to 10 mlli on.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: So in your
experience, if we had $10 mllion right now to design
the ranps, would that bring the ranp, actual building
of the ranps to a closer date than 2025?

THOVAS MCKNI GHT: | ...1 think the short
answer is, not exactly. W've actually done...working
W th out capi...[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Well give ne
the | ong answer MKni ght.

THOVAS MCKNI GHT: Uh yeah. Unh yeah. |
think...we've actually begun to | ook at a design and
perm tting and approval process for the ranps with
our capital division, whose done an enornobus anpunt
of infrastructure work around the City and they
bel i eve given the conplexity; given the nmultiple
jurisdiction, both at the State and the Federa
| evel ; the approvals that we'll still need to get in
terms of permtting for the ranp, that it will take a
nunber of years and it may seemlike a long tinme, but

for a project of this scale it wouldn't be...it
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woul dn't be unusual for it to take the 8 years we
proj ect ed.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Well | would
think that with all the experience that EDC has
devel opi ng t hroughout our city, and we've been
tal ki ng about this project since 2008, that talking
about a design of the ranmps in 2013, why wouldn't we
be di scussing this sooner? |If there was an approval
in 2008, why wasn't the design of the ranps rolled
out in 20087

THOVAS MCKNI GHT: Wl |l we...we actually
have been spending that tinme getting the initia
approval of the ranp, which is AMR, the Access
Modi fication Report and Environnental Review
associated with the ranps; it has been a nmulti-year
endeavor; we conpleted that process, that initia
step in 2012; it was a highly conpl ex regi ona
traffic analysis that we had to conplete and we did
successfully, but I think it's enblenmatic of the
| evel of work that's required for a piece of
infrastructure like this.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: So even if we
all ocated nore funding for the ranps; even if we nove

forward and expedite design, there...you can...there is
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nothing that as...fromthe adm nistration's
perspective, as EDC, the stewards to our tax dollars,
to be able to nake these ranps happen, because | know
you wanna buil d affordabl e housing; | know that's
your top priority and I know you wanna get people to
the mall so that they can shop; there is absolutely
not hing that we can do to get those ranps on |line?

KYLE KIMBALL: | don't think there..we're
saying that there's absolutely nothing we can do; |
think part of it is we're here representi ng what we
believe to be realistic, so | think what we're trying
to do here is be conservative in how | ong these
things take and to nake sure that we are not over-
prom sing and under delivering. And second of all, |
think this an effort in place-making and so, |ike I
said in the beginning, we wanna nake sure it's done
right and we're not promsing to you that sonething...
having said that, when this mall is built and when
the...when the site is renediated and the mall is
built, there' Il be a trenendous anount of pressure on
the City and the developers to, | think get these
ranps done, because it will be a successful place
that we have created and so what we're sayi ng today

may be very different than what we mght say in the
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future in that right now w're doing it in a vacuum
they' re not designed; there's only a 10-year capital
plan; this would be in the very last year of the
capital plan, so | think right now we're trying to be
conservative and...and...and...and to gender sone trust
with the Council that we are being realistic in
trying to get this proposal forward.

So we're not saying there's absolutely
not hing we can do, but | think we would be foolish to
prom se sonething that's incredi bly aggressi ve when
we know that these things take a |long tine.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: And
appreciate that; I'mjust saying that | don't think
that we have to wait for a mall to be on line for you
to feel the pressure for the ranps; that's what I'm
sayi ng.

KYLE KI MBALL: Sure.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: |'m sayi ng
that, you know this should | ook |ike pressure to you
and that's where we have a problem

KYLE KI MBALL: Sorry; | didn't nean to
say that there's not pressure now, but because we
have...we have just a...we...we just understand how | ong

these things take in terns of the design, giving what
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we just went through with the AMR s and so | didn't
nmean to say that there's not pressure now.

[ crosstal K]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Well Citi Field
was rebuilt in a season, right? So we...we have
things that can happen very quickly and | understand
that we need permtting and | understand that we need
things; just seens to ne that we really need to, in
t hese next couple'a days, really look at all the
options that we have, because | have a belief that
we're able to at | east nmake a plan that nmakes nore
sense than just saying 2025 we're gonna do the ranps,
we don't really know how nmuch they're gonna cost and
we don't know when they're gonna cone on |ine.
don't think that is satisfactory to ne, to ny
col | eagues; to the community and that is the issue.
And you've put the linchpin on this, you've done it.
You said we can't do housing until we get the ranps.
So you know you can't now say well, we don't know, we
don't...you know, we're kind of analyzing it; | don't
think it's fair to any of us at this point.

KYLE KI MBALL: Sure; just to be clear,
I"mnot saying that we're...that we're...we don't know.

What |'m saying is that we know...what we...based on
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what we do know, right now, based on our experience
doi ng projects, based on the idea that this would be...
we're not gonna cl ose the Van Wck, we're not gonna
close the Grand Central, so this is gonna be done on
active roadways and then there's...and...and al so,
knowi ng how | ong the process that we just undert ook,
how | ong that took and how conplex that was...so |I'm
not saying we're...none of us are saying we don't
know, what we're saying is actually, we do know it is
this date and we'd be...we are not...what we don't know
iIs how to accelerate it in a way that's realistic;
that's all that |I'm saying.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: So with this
first approval you got, wouldn't that help expedite
some things? 'Cause | know the first approval is
difficult because you have to prove that this makes
sense, but if you got one approval | would think that
t hat hel ps the next approval.

THOVAS MCKNI GHT: It certainly does and |
guess just to be clear that, you know, we shoul dn't
convey that we're at the beginning of a process...

[ nterpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Ri ght.
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THOVAS MCKNI GHT:  we certainly don't mean
to convey that; we've been...the ranps have been a
fundanmental part of the Plan since it was originally
envi sioned; it has always been a critical part of the
proj ect because we recognize that it's necessary for
af f ordabl e housing, but to fulfill the full project.
So | certainly don't wanna con...to convey that, so we
crossed a major milestone; it's just with a project
of this sort where there's Federal and State review,
we are in a very active highway; there's nmany steps
and it takes tine.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: And if | could
just hear fromthe devel oper's perspective; once
these ranps are on line, would you have any
chal I enges to building the affordabl e housing; are
you ready to build the affordable housing?

JESSE MASYR. We're..we're...we're fully
commtted to building m xed-use housi ng devel opnent
project that includes both market rate and
af fordabl e, yes. Unh...[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: So how | ong
after the ranps cone on line do you...are you able to

bring...[i nterpose]
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JESSE MASYR. W believe we will comence
construction within a year of the ranps' conpletion
and that we will build out our entire 4.5 mllion
square feet in the Wllets Point District in a period
of 4 years.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: kay. We're
gonna circle back to the traffic plan and this cane
up in the conversations that | had with the
devel oper, so it shouldn't be a surprise, but I know
that in the...in the traffic mtigation study there's
one part of the District that's left out and it just
ki nda got...| guess 'cause of the circle that you put
on the...on...you know, around...| guess it's measured
by mles, but there's a huge expansion at LaCGuardi a
Airport, huge; they're gonna redo the whole airport
and it's less...a little bit over a quarter-of-a-mle
away fromthis project, then we have the expansi on of
the USTA. There's a lot of construction and maj or
roadways that affect nmy community and | know t hat
this wasn't necessarily taken into consideration,
per haps because of the study, but is there any way
that you can help mtigate the inpact that LaGuardi a

Airport and the USTA have on...with the | ayering on of
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Wllets Point? And you' re from Queens; you shoul d
know.

THOVAS MCKNI GHT: | amindeed. | guess
to... guess I...I wouldn't necessarily agree with
framng it as the layering on of Wllets Point; they...
| think the collective projects do...you know, will
result in significant developnment in the area. W' ve
gotten sone briefings on the Port Authority's plan
for LaGuardia and | think the prem se behind their
planning is to inprove the way people get to and
depart fromthe airport; that the...the inprovenents,
whi ch are very significant are really aimed at
enhanci ng | ocal and hi ghway access to the project, as
is the work that we're doing here. [interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Right and | get
that; |I think at the end of the road things may be
better, but in the interimpeople live here, so in
the first 10 years or however long...1 don't renenber;
l...1 saw the Port Authority presentation; | don't
know how | ong their construction's gonna be, but I
know they're noving parking lots, bringing up
termnal s...

THOVAS MCKNI GHT:  Uhm hm
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COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: bringi ng them
closer to the Grand Central, the very Grand Central
that gives an exit to Wllets Point, the very G and
Central that gets people to the gane, the very G and
Central that gets...sane exit, actually, that gets
people to the tennis match.

ROB GOLDRICH: This is Rob Goldrich from
the Mayor's office, | think | hear what you' re saying
is just the...the con...the construction process for
LaGuar di a expansi on, for the USTA, for WIlets Point
and Wllets West. The...we've already had neetings
about the coordination of the construction between
the USTA and Wllets Point and with the joint
venture; there's a...there's a...there's a format
already that's been set up, which takes place during
the USTA, right before the USTA that...where the
Pol i ce and Parks have | ed a coordination effort
bet ween what goes on at Citi Field and what goes on
at the USTA;, it was very active during the
construction of Citi Field and had to coordi nate the
construction of Citi Field with what was going on at
the USTA; that conmittee is gonna grow and t hat
format's gonna grow to...to...to work with this future

devel opnent, the USTA's devel opnent, so they had that
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coordi nation; what |'ve heard fromyou today is we...
we didn't tal k about the LaCGuardi a expansion, but
we'll reach out to the Port Authority and we'll work
to incorporate theminto this conmttee so that al
projects have coordination in terns of their
construction. And as part of the coordination as
well; it's about communication, so it's about
conmuni cation anong all the entities so they all know
what each is doing so they're as coordi nated as
possi bl e, but the other part is communication, so
comuni cation back to the comunity as to what's
going on with the construction efforts. That's what
we di scussed about...in terns of the USTA and Wl lets
Point; we'll work with the Port Authority to bring
theminto that discussion so that we have one effort.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Yeah. And |
think that, you know Conmmunities Boards 3 and 4 and 7
need to be added to this, 'cause |I know that this is
predom nantly Comrunity Board 7's jurisdiction; 3 and
4 bear a lot of the brunt of the inpact, so in these
conversation, especially when it conmes to traffic
m tigation, preconstruction, during construction and
hopefully in post-construction, we won't see the...you

know, the recommendati ons you have nmade have
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magi cal ly worked; | don't think that necessarily
al ways happens; with all due respect to the
devel opers, |'m sure you have very great
prof essional s | ooking at the mtigation, but the
reality is that we have professionals at DOT too and
we still have issues in the District.

Just for the record, | think there are
corners specifically in my District that need to be
| ooked at, which Northern Boul evard and 114th Street,
Astoria Boul evard and 114th Street and 111th Street,
Roosevelt Avenue and 114th Street and ot her
i ntersections that m ght not be a probl em now t hat
may be a problemin the future so | know that the 1.9
mllion that was nentioned to Chair Conrie will help
mtigate that. | think we're gonna find down the
road that that just m ght not be enough, so we need
to tal k about that.

Where woul d you be sighting your
construction, the actual staging of construction?

Rl CHARD BROMAN:  The uh...in both cases,
both in the...the District side as well as Wllets
West we woul d not need to utilize any...any area ot her
than our own acreage in order to neet the needs of

this project froma |ogistics point of view
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COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: So you'll be in
with...within your...

RI CHARD BROWN: W thin our |eased
prem ses or within the...the...the...within the 23
acres, if we're talking about Wllets...the Wllets
Point District, yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: (kay. In 2008
Li eber had testified that he would be working with
Parks and DOT to create bi ke | ane and pedestri an
connections to the surroundi ng nei ghbor hood; where
are your conversations with Parks currently? | know
that al though I have thousands of bikes in ny
nei ghbor hood, we have no bi ke | anes, yet in Brooklyn
they're everywhere. So how do we connect...and | ...
and...and | relate this to traffic because we're
trying to find every way ot her than people driving to
get to this new space, but it seens that this has not
been part of...and this is actually a conversation
that | had with a lot of my...nmy green people.

THOVAS MCKNI GHT:  So in...for '08 we
devel oped a plan for pedestrian and bi ke access from
Corona and from Flushing; the two projects that DOI's
advancing is Northern Boul evard bi ke access to

Nort hern Boul evard on the Peninsula, as well as the
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reconstruction of the Roosevelt Avenue Bridge, which
i ncor porates bi ke and ped access.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Okay. | know

that you' ve been discussing getting nore use out of

the 7 train; | current...you know, | think |I've nade
it very public in a lot of our conversations; | |ived
on Ro...up until about two nonths ago | |ived on

Roosevelt Avenue, so | al nost know the schedul e of
the 7 train; it is probably the train that noves the
fastest; it's 3.5 mnutes there's a train going by in
one direction or another. You go to 74th Street

right now and try to get a train at 5:00, people are
almost falling in the tracks because it's so packed
and this is like areal..areality to ny constituents
on how they get to and fromwork. So say that we're
gonna add nore trains and...| don't think that hel ps
mtigate the issue. Wiat | would like to see, if
we're able to get into sonme discussions, is working
with the Long Island Railroad; | don't think you can
add nore trains and as a matter of fact, you know, |
know Sterling is here; when there was a snmall fire on
the tracks during All-Star weekend, was a little bit
of a nightmare tryin' to nove 50,000 people, all of

which were in the District, and | hope they shopped
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and bought food and supported the |ocal econony, but
other than that, | can only inagine what it woul d be
like to get another shutdown of this train. | think
we have to |l ook at the options and the options that
we have is the Long Island Railroad and | believe
it's the...l think..we had a conversation; it's the
Port Washington line. So how could we nmake that Port
Washi ngton line a conpetitive line or in a nore
affordable Iine so that people have that as an
option? Because even if you work in the nei ghborhood
you say, let ne take the Long Island Railroad and not
have to deal with the 7 and...or vice versa. And |
woul d |i ke to engage...and | know...and you know, |
know that M. Brown testified to the relationship
that he has with the MIA, but | would hope that we
can all come to the table before this vote and have a
real plan on how we can get the LIRto be alittle
bit nore affordable and not just stop on big gane
days, 'cause | don't even think it stops on every
game day.

RI CHARD BROWN:  This is Richard Brown.
Long Island Railroad, it's also; you're...you're
absol utely correct, very vital to having a neani ngful

i npact and i nprovenent to nmass transit to the area.
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One of the biggest issues we have with themis
currently they only have one track for both...and one
platformfor eastbound and westbound custoners, so
one of the many reasons why people who do take that
train, they wait a very long tine if a gane ends and
everybody | eaves at the sanme tine; it's a close gane
up to the end; they very nmuch need to be part of this
di scussion and certainly with the expansion of the
USTA, Citi Field, of course and Wllets Point, if..if

we can have that sort of joint discussion it could

only hel p.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Yeah, | ...1
think...l would appreciate it before, you know, | give
birth, no pressure; 1'd |ike that conversation. And...

and it's about making it sustainable, getting it to
be able to roll out, but also making it affordabl e,
right, so there has to be sone type of programthat
we establish that is as conpetitive with the 7 line.
|"msorry to the conmunity and | know
you're here to testify, but | really need to get
t hese questions out.
How do you plan to address traffic inpact
as the project is devel oped; how will the conmunity

be notified of these traffic changes due to
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construction; signage, mailing, flyers; how do you...
how do you |l et the community know that all this is
gonna be happeni ng?

JESSE MASYR: We are committed and have
commtted ourselves in witing with penalties, in
fact, to have a quarterly briefing session with
Community Board 7, which will bring them up-to-date
on all of these issues of what we're doi ng, what
we're planning to do. As | said earlier in ny
testinony, in terns of any future studies, before we
do them we have agreed to share the scope of those
studies with Community Board and to solicit their
conments. So we see this as a very transparent
system going forward and up until the conpletion of
all the construction phase of this project.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: kay. Can we
al so include Community Boards 3 and 4 pl ease?

JESSE MASYR: Absol utely.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: ' Cause | think
they...they...[interpose]

JESSE MASYR Not a probl em

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: it's like a
hal f of the comrunity is just left in the dark and

it's...[Interpose]
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JESSE MASYR: Uhm hm
COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: inportant that
they are al so incl uded.
JESSE MASYR: There's no probl em giving
t hose presentations.
COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: | know that was

really polite; actually you...you nust include 3 and

4,

JESSE MASYR | ...1 was...| was assunming it
was that way and...and...and | ...[i nterpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Yeah, |'m
sorry; |'m having nonents.

JESSE MASYR. and | responded what ...
[ nterpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Yes. So let's
switch into housing. Were is the...l know that
there's a mandate for 35 percent housing; where is
exactly that per...the 35 percent nenorialized; is it
in your contract, is it...where...where?

KYLE KI MBALL: Kyle Kinball from EDC
It's in our contract.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: (kay. And |
know t he breakdown of AM in 2008; does that remain

t he sanme?
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KYLE KI MBALL: It does.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Can we just go
over it for the record? [interpose]

KYLE KI MBALL: Sure. Sure. So what we...
what we asked for in the RFP is that 6 percent of the
af fordabl e units for households earning up to 60
percent of AM and then within that 60 percent of the
units, 70 percent of the units to be affordable to
househol ds earning up to 50 percent of AM and then
the remai ning 40 percent of the affordable units nust
be affordable for households earning up to 130
percent of AM and | don't know off the top of ny
head what those correspond to actual dollars and
cents; | can actually get back to you unl ess...unl ess
soneone here knows...somewhere here knows, but | don't
know what uh...okay, so AM is about 80 percent...80...
80, 000.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: So can we have
t he breakdown of the nunbers; can we get that for...to
me...[i nt er pose]

KYLE KI MBALL: Sure.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: what that | ooks
like in dollars?

KYLE KI MBALL: Yes.
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COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS:. kay. So when
we followed up with the housing plan... know we're
having a | ot of discussions and...and they're part of
negotiati ons, so we won't el aborate at this point,
but you know | can't reiterate how inportant this
housi ng piece is and...and the...the need for housing
in our area and the need for housing kind of helps ne
transition into the very inportant part of the
school. 1've been working with the City trying to
find sites for a school; we've had to do em nent
domai n of a factory, we've done...you nane it, we're
bui | di ng schools in places where you would nornally
not build schools and we're getting six new school s;
we'll still be short about 800 seats, so what is the
size of the proposed school at the new District?

THOVAS MCKNI GHT:  The proposed school in
the Phase 1 area is about a 1,000 seats, K through 8.
There's additional demand associated with Phase 2;
that could either result in a |arger school or it
could result in a second school .

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: (kay. And the
second school is potentially already sited at the JV

si de?
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JESSE MASYR: No, that would be in Phase
2; it's not been specifically sited.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: (kay.

JESSE MASYR  Wat ?

JESSE MASYR Right, but it's Phase...
[interpose]

GLENN GOLDSTEIN: It's the bal ance of the
40-acre...the bal ance of the 60 acres.

JESSE MASYR' We're..we're...let's make it
easier; we're not the designated devel oper for Phase
2, so as to exactly where it'd be located...
[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Oh | have a
funny feeling.

JESSE MASYR: That coul d be sonet hing
totally different...[crosstal K]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Right. Ckay,
fair enough. | know that we had been in
conversations al so and speaking with the Queens
Li brary, they're constantly | ooking for space in ny
District to build a new library; Queens Library, in
particular nmy library in Corona generates the highest
nunber of children book circulations in the Borough

of Queens; it is the smallest library that they have;
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| nean it's alnost a...it's probably a little bit
bi gger than a trailer, so you know, we're thinking of
sone creative ways in doing a...l was gonna say a
joint venture, but that was a little...but doing
sonet hing together so that we can have the library
built within the school, so I'd like to get all that
hashed out and see how we're able to work together to
do a conmunity-accessible library and a school, and I
know that 1 ...

JESSE MASYR. Do we...yes; | nean...ny only
co...Jesse Masyr...ny only conmment Councilwoman, is |
don't know how easy it is to coordinate a library in
a school, 'cause they're different jurisdictions,
different operating tines...[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Well that's
where the City hel ps us.

JESSE MASYR: but | would point out that
i n our proposed devel opnent we have anti ci pated
building, in addition to the school, there will be
ot her community facility kinds of spaces that we
could certainly explore whether or not they'd be
appropriate for a tenant, a public library.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: So ny staff, in

doi ng research and reading through the RFP...actually
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nmy Chief of Staff found nention of a daycare facility
that was nmentioned in 2008; is that...does that remain
still in the conversation in the RFP; it included a
section about daycare, which I don't see in the
current proposal; how would Related and Sterling
mtigate the potential inpact of that?

JESSE MASYR  Counci | woman, Jesse Masyr
agai n...[ i nterpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS:  Yes.

JESSE MASYR: That ...l just...just part of
the reference | just nmade is that we anticipate there
will be space, which I've called community facility
in response to your question about the library, but
al so we anticipate that wthin that conmunity
facility space and we can give you the greater
details, there will be facilities available for child
care, for daycare. [interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: So what is the...
the...the square footage for the community space?
[interpose]

JESSE MASYR: |'ll have to...that...that ...
["l'l have to get back to you ON.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Do you have

t hat EDC?
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THOVAS MCKNI GHT:  The...l1 believe the
projected comunity facility space in Phase 1 is
about 25,000 feet.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: 25,000 square
feet?

THOVAS MCKNI GHT: That's correct. Tom
McKni ght, by the way.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: And this is not
for the school, this is separate community space?

THOVAS MCKNI GHT:  No; this is separate
fromthe school space.

JESSE MASYR  Yeah, it's part of...Jesse
Masyr...it's part of our mitigation obligations to
provide for that use, so there's no inpact and we are
obligated to then, in consultation with the City and
appropriate agencies to determ ne the appropriate
anount of daycare space that will be available. It's
part of the EIS commtnents that are found in the
Envi ronnmental | npact...[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: So where do we
engage...before | nove on to the next topic of
rel ocati on, where do we engage the City agencies,
‘cause they can built it; how do we know the schoo

is ready to go into the space; are we partnering with
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ACS for daycare to be located at this space? You
know, where do we have all these other plans
happeni ng so by the tine they've already...' cause |'m..
" mthinking you re gonna build the skeleton; is that
correct?

JESSE MASYR Yes, that's essentially
correct.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: So what about
the...the things that go inside, |ike where...where
does the City...or where is the City currently
engaging with City agencies to be able to support
these facilities?

THOVAS MCKNI GHT:  We...we...it was...it was...
got acconplished at a high level within the EIS
where, as part of the analysis you determ ne what
i npacts there are, but on an ongoing basis, | think
as Jesse said, that community facility space, the
reason it exists is for partly those types of uses
and on an ongoi ng basis and through out coordination
with the devel opment team we're going to do that
agency outreach to determ ne what needs there are
fromagencies to ultinmately determ ne what the m x
should be within that community specifically.

[ crosst al k]
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COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: So...so if uh...
let's say we get a YMCA that wants to nove in or,
don't know, a private day...whatever, one uh...sone
entity, then they would be paying rent to the
venture...

THOVAS MCKNI GHT: That's correct.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: for the space?

THOVAS MCKNI GHT:  Correct.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: As would a
library, as would anybody that's noving in the space
woul d be paying rent?

THOVAS MCKNIGHT: | think at this point
that's what we woul d assune; | think, you know, it
woul d depend on what use energed, but | think that at
this point the assunption would be that they woul d
pay rent.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Okay. Now,
fromour conversations since 2009 we tal ked about the
group that's currently...today, the Sunrise Co-op and
| think for the...for the...as we nove forward in this
conversation we shoul d speak about Sunrise, but also
t he ot her busi nesses, small businesses that are at
Wllets Point. Fromthe beginning we di scussed the

possibilities and the reasoni ng behi nd why they
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needed to nove together and | know President, this is
the first time we're having this conversation, but
Seth and I went back and forth a ot on this one
pi ece and the inportance of this and | think that
this is...this is sonething that has needed clarity
and if we can just talk about the history of...from
purchasing, to the tenants renmining, to where we
were and we're still kind of negotiating and goi ng
back and forth on the rel ocati on packages offered to
the tenants. So can we just tal k about where we were
in 2008 and what that plan |ooked like in relocating
the tenants at Wllets Point?

THOMAS MCKNI GHT:  Tom Kni ght, EDC. So
goi ng back to 2008, building off of Rob's earlier
conment, there was a conmitnent to provide $3 mllion
in relocation assistance; over tinme that has resulted
in, infact a $9 mllion allocation towards
rel ocation.

Over time since the approval there has
been consi stent and regul ar outreach to busi nesses in
the Wllets Point District, keeping theminforned of
the status of the Plan. Most recently that fornal
process began over a year ago, in August of 2012

where as previously commtted to, the Cty sent out
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notice to the businesses in Phase 1 saying that the
rel ocati on process woul d be beginning in six nonths
and that notice was provided to give businesses tine
to prepare.

About five nonths or so |ater HPD sent
out notice to all the businesses in the Phase 1 area
informng themof their rights to relocation
assi stance for noving and ancillary costs.

Meanwhi | e, Cornerstone conpl eted outreach and began
wor ki ng with busi nesses on specific needs, |ocation
and space and that is ongoing and continues to be
ongoi ng.

The next step was in the springtinme; we
sent out a notice to tenants saying that in the
com ng nonths we woul d be begi nning the vacating
process to nake way for the devel opnent; we sent out
that notice in July and a couple weeks after that,
nost recently, we sent out notice to those sane
busi nesses, letting them know that they may be
eligible for the supplenental relocation benefit,
which is the $3.5 mllion that we've referenced here.

The nost recent event, which we referred
to in our testinony, was the open house, which

conpleted with assistance fromyou Counci |l woman and




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SUBCOW TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 147
we felt it was an effective neeting; we felt...l think
t he busi nesses appreciated that there was questions
answer ed, confusion addressed and there was a whol e
range of services and personnel available to answer
qguesti ons.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: So can you...in
your best case scenario, can you wal k nme through a
tenant right nowthat's at Wllets Point and cones to
you and says |' ready to rel ocate; what happens to
that person, to that business?

THOVAS MCKNI GHT: Wl |l there's...there's a
couple different levels, so | think at a...at the
| evel of Cornerstone, if they' ve...let's say...
[ nterpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS:. So is that the
first person they should reach out to, Cornerstone?

THOVAS MCKNI GHT:  For Cornerstone...this
is why we did the open house, to nake sure that they
had all those spaces, but Cornerstone's role is to
identify spaces and work as a go-between for
perspective |andlords. At |atest count they've
identified about a 140 potential relocation sites.

So let's say in your exanple a business,

one of those sites Cornerstone has cone to them and
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sai d based on, you know what you've told ne about
your needs | found these handful sites, the business
says great, this one |looks really viable to ne;
Cornerstone assists themin working out a |l ease with
that landlord; let's say that that |ease is
successful; in the nmeantinme the tenant woul d be
working with HPD to determ ne their...the sumthey
woul d receive in connection for their base benefits,
the noving and ancillary costs. And then on the
third level they would then submt what is a very
straight-forward formto EDC for the suppl enental
benefit.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: So if we
currently have a business that's noving to a new
space, they currently pay on average between a $1, 000
and $2,200, | think that's what we had seen, they're
moving to a new space that's $3,500 to $4, 000;
whenever anyone noves, you know, we know that you
have to give one nonth's rent, one nonth's deposit
and | don't...and | would venture to say there's
probably other negotiations in noving a business as
opposed to renting...as renting an apartnent, so they
don' t...when does the access for themto...\WWat |'m

trying to figure out is; howis this not cost-
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prohibitive to the small businesses trying to nove
and survive to a new |l ocation, besides the fact that
they're noving to a space that's higher in rent, but
they also have to enter into a | ease agreenent that
|"m sure they have to provide additional nonies to be
able to actually have a | ease signed. So what is the
support nechani sm for sonmeone who has been at Wllets
Point for 20 years and now they have to engage in
these type of negotiations with very little in cash
flow.

THOVAS MCKNI GHT: | guess | woul d say
that, yes, in certain instances rent could be higher;
in other |ocations not universally so, but yes, we
take your point; that was part of the reason in
wanting to provide a supplenmental benefit to address,
you know, whatever transitional needs that a business
has; it's flexible funds and they can use it in
what ever purpose really hel ps themto the greatest
ext ent possi bl e.

In terns of negotiating an agreenment with
a landlord; | would think that they would be
accustoned to a process like that; it's not an
unusual process and that the funds, once they...once

they' ve denonstrated that they' ve vacated the site,




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 150
t he suppl enental funds would go towards, if they
deened it necessary, to that down paynent.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS:. So when do they
recei ve the supplenental funds? 'Cause if I'min
negoti ati ons with Cornerstone and I have to put down
a down paynent for me to nove but you're not giving
me the supplenent fund until | nove, then how does
t hat ...

THOVAS MCKNI GHT:  And...and | under st and;
it's a question of sequence. The way we've
envisioned it is that businesses would expend their
own funds and then once they're vacated they woul d
get this cash award.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Well I'm
telling you that the businesses don't have the fund
to spend, so with...[interpose]

ROB GOLDRICH: It's Rob Goldrich fromthe
Mayor's office. | think the answer is uh, for the
suppl enental funds, if the businesses vacate within a
certain date and who are eligible, they will get a
check upon applying to EDC within tw weeks, which
can be used to...they can use to apply for a deposit
or for whatever kind of use that they want to use it

for; it's their choice to use it. |If they're gonna
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vacate, they can apply to EDC and they will get a
speci fic nunmber of funds for eligible businesses.

Ri ght now EDC is in conversations with four
busi nesses who have applied for those funds and
they' Il be getting a check very soon. The other
funds that the businesses are eligible for are
rel ocation funds from HPD; those al so, the businesses
apply when they're ready to relocate and those funds
| think are reinbursed or are put up front, which
i ncl udes noving costs and such, so that would help
| essen the pain of noving.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Un...

THOVAS MCKNI GHT:  Sorry...[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: It's o...

THOVAS MCKNI GHT:  Tom McKni ght agai n.
The other thing I would make note of is; there has
been al ready processing of sone suppl enental funding
requests and the other thing I would note is that,
actually com ng out of the open house that specific
concern was rai sed and what we're doing in response
to that is preparing a letter that will confirm
eligibility and we think that that..if there is a

cash flow issue for a business, having that assurance
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that yes indeed, I'"'meligible for this; that's gonna
be hel pful in their |andlord di scussions.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS. Can you share
with ny office...and | guess with the Commttee al so,
who are the businesses that are eligible and who are...
who are not eligible, 'cause | know that we're
tal king about this eligibility description and I
think that there needs to be nore clarity on our end
al so what triggers the eligibility and...[interpose]

THOVAS MCKNI GHT:  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: and also if we
can have a running status on how many busi nesses are
rel ocating, currently how nmany busi nesses are at
Wllets Point for relocation purposes. | know this;
| just need to get it on the testinony.

THOVAS MCKNI GHT:  Qur conservative
estimate of the total nunber of businesses in the
Phase 1 area is 165.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: 165. And of
t hose 165 you have rel ocated how many?

THOVAS MCKNI GHT:  We've...there are
rel ocati on plans that have been processed or are in

the works for 10 tenant busi nesses; previously there
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wer e agreenents around owner-occupant busi nesses that
date back to '08; that's where we are now.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: So we have 10
busi nesses that have been engagi ng with Cornerstone
and how nmuch noni es have we paid Cornerstone?

THOVAS MCKNI GHT: | believe Cornerstone's
previ ous contract, which extended over what now is
probably a five-year period has been approxi nately
$700, 000.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: $700, 0007

THOVAS MCKNI GHT:  Correct.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: And there are...
their new contact...' cause you said the previous
contract; are they in a new contract now or is it
t he...

THOVAS MCKNI GHT:  Not yet; we would
anticipate that we would need to extend their
contract in the fall

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: So we paid
$700, 000 to nove 10 busi nesses?

THOVAS MCKNI GHT:  No, they...[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: (kay, explain

that to ne, 'cause that's what |'m heari ng.
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THOVAS MCKNI GHT:  They...l nmean | will say
at the outset that their work is ongoing and that
they have been in the District speaking to businesses
and doing relocation site searches and engaging with
| andl ords on a daily basis; their work began severa
years ago, where they were doing on-the-ground
outreach to busi nesses, keeping theminforned...

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: ' Kay.

THOVAS MCKNI GHT:  begi nning to tal k about
the process...[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Right.

THOVAS MCKNI GHT: W feel that given the
amount of tinme they' ve been engaged and the fact that
their work is ongoing that we've got good...
[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Tom w th al
due respect, Cornerstone has been a part of these
conversations since 2008; we are at $700, 000, which
maybe in the bigger picture seens |like a snal
amount; if | contracted with soneone for all these
years and all we've gotten is to get 10 businesses to
rel ocate, I would be questioning how | engage with
themin the future. Because it was only...before this

it was two business, so we've got eight business
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after we did a clearing of the...of the confusion,
because every City agency was speaking to these
busi nesses; there was HPD, EDC, ny office,

Cor ner st one; everybody was saying sonething different
and if Cornerstone is hired to bring peace of mnd
and clarity to these busi nesses, they obviously
haven't done that in years. So | don't understand
how we're continuing to engage with Cornerstone after
all of this and saying we spent $700, 000; we're gonna

go into another contract with themnow [|..I'm..1'm..
I"m perplexed as to this...[interpose]

THOVAS MCKNI GHT:  So uh, uh...

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: why they remain
a partner here.

KYLE KI MBALL: No one has been harder on
Cornerstone that | have in ternms of Seth Pinsky, ny
predecessor. One thing I wll say though is, they
certainly feel the pressure to get these done;
however, | am confident that they are identifying
sites, talking to people and hel ping the people, but
at the end of the day...[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Ten busi nesses

makes you confident, President?
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KYLE KIMBALL: |I'mconfident they are
wor ki ng...wor ki ng...they...they are on the ground
finding sites, however, they cannot force...they are
not in the position where they can force soneone to
go sign a lease, so the big problemthat they face is
that they will take...they have taken a nunber of
busi nesses out to these 140 different sites, but if
they don't work or the person doesn't want to nove or
is not ready to nove, or for whatever reason they
don't actually engage in | ease negoti ati ons,
Cornerstone is not in a position, nor are we really
to force soneone to take a | ease. So they have done
their job in terms of finding sites and taking people
out, but I think at the end of the day they cannot;
they don't have the authority to...or the
aut hori zation to force soneone to take a | ease and so
they...they feel like...that the 10...the...the...the 10
busi nesses we are excited about; would we [ike to see
nore progress? Yes. And | think we also feel that
noving this project forward will help us take the
next step in making sure that conpanies see that we
are noving forward with this project.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Well | think

that you have an issue with your tineline, right?
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You have a 165 busi nesses, you noved 10 and you' ve
told people that they need to nove out by Novenber,
right, or they' re gonna get half? So then what
happens when that nunber goes to 12 and then what?

THOVAS MCKNI GHT:  Can | just provide a
clarification? The 165 is what we think is a
conservative universe for the full Phase 1 area; it's
not ...a subset of that 165 are the businesses that are
today on City-owned properties who are eligible for
rel ocation; that nunmber's about 120.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: (kay, so 120.
Thank you for the correction. But you're al so hoping
to buy the 5 renunining percent of the space, so it
puts you at 165, right?

THOVAS MCKNI GHT:  That's the total
uni verse; there...not all of those businesses are
relocation eligible for different reasons, but...

[ nterpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Okay. Well 1...
again, we're gonna |look at the relocation
eligibility. Now, President, you weren't part of
t hese conversations, but in 2009 we had had
di scussi ons about the support that these busi nesses

have had for many years and they support one anot her;
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you go in with a flat tire and your front w ndshield
is cracked, you go and one guy recommends anot her
guy; he's around the corner, up the bl ock, across the
street; that's just the culture of Wllets Point. 1In
t hese conversations it was recommended, why don't
they just kinda conme together? And if they cone
together as a group they can be relocated as a group.
That conversation was had in nmy office in 2009,
shortly after | got elected. W are now here in 2013
and I'mbeing told that it's inpossible, the econony
doesn't...all the reasons why it can't happen, yet
Cornerstone has al so presented very linmted spaces
for these businesses to nove to. So, you know I know
one site was shown, then it was not shown, it was
taken away; we don't know where the representative
is; it's been a total, just kind of disregard to what
was originally conmtted to and agreed that these
guys...you know there's...they weren't all of them
it's about 60 of them needed to be supportive of one
another. So where are we with the opportunity,
because | think that they' ve proven that to sustain
t hensel ves they had to support each other. So where
are we currently in those conversations and bringing

that to realization? 'Cause they understand; you
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know, we were originally talking about...the origina
conversation was that they could be owners of |and;
we're not there yet; understood. They just wanna
rent together and if they're able to put their
subsi di es together, which will have a...you know, |
know t hat we...we...3.5...it was a lot of work for nme to
get 3.5 fromyou guys; |'m hoping we can get nore,
but those are conversations that we're still having.
But the reality is, you know, that is not a plan that
we can just scrape off the table now and I think
that...you know, 1'd Iike to hear where you are in
your engagenent with Cornerstone with giving these
men and woren the opportunity to rel ocate together.

KYLE KIMBALL: Sure. |'msorry; the...the
one that | heard in your sentence that troubled ne
was the word disregarded and |...and |...1...and |I'm
sorry that that is the perception; | think we and
Cornerstone feel that we have worked extensively with
the individuals at Sunrise Cooperative and are not
opposed and eager to explore relocation as a group,
so that should be sort of prem se nunber 1. | think
secondly, there have been neetings, a nunber of
proposal s; | think we've given feedback from our rea

estate expertise about how this could work; | think a
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nunber of sites have been explored; | don't know the
ins and outs of the specific sites, as you mentioned,
I think some have had nore potential than others. |
think there are two chall enge...there are a couple of ...
three chall enges really; one, the finances, including
t he purchase price and rent and | think we perhaps
mtigated that by going to | ess of a purchase and
nore of a rent structure and then you have
construction costs and renedi ation and this is again,
fromthe standpoint of advising Sunrise on how this
woul d work. | think two...and this is an inportant
one, the reluctance of site owners to work with a
cooperative of 50 plus businesses and having 50 pl us
tenants is sonething |I think a lot of site owners
have been reluctant to engage in. And third, you
know just the...how the busi nesses wanna wor k and
potentially...l"mnot sure that it's fully flushed
out. We're absolutely open to other ideas, other
| ocations or working with any Gty Council Menbers
who have suggestions on viable sites in their
district; we are encouragi ng these businesses to find
a supplenental benefit, which is, as Tomsaid, the 12

nonths, to pull their resources and even potentially
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exploring relocating into small clusters of 5to 7
busi ness coul d make nore sense.

So we are...feel like we're engaged in
this; do not feel like we have disregarded it; have |
think put out best foot forward in ternms of the
techni cal advice on how this could work and are
commtted to continuing the conversation.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS:. Yeah, | think
we clearly continue conversations and we're at this
poi nt now, right; everything was...it seened |like the
date was down the road, down the road; now we're
here. But in having the conversations | think it
needs to be | ess about no, that plan doesn't work;
no, that doesn't make sense; no, they can't do that;
no, they can't do there; you really have to engage in
bei ng a partner here and saying these are the options
that we have; how can we nmake this happen, because
this is very inportant to ne. The relocating of
these workers, they really have just trenmendous work
ethic when it cones to being able to be together,
they' re having neetings that are...conpletely have
nothing to do with changing a nuffler or putting in a
mrror; they're really engaging the small busi nesses

and put a plan together, a business plan together;
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have non-profits that are working together and I
think that it really is just a great story for the
City to be able to turn around and say we got this
done. So just like you said in your testinony, that
we need to get this done...[interpose]

KYLE KI MBALL: The right way.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: we really need
to get this done.

KYLE KIMBALL: Sure. And I'msorry that
the...the perception is no and you have ny word that...
| can't say that we'll make it work, but | can say
that you will not sense that we are being uncreative.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: kay. It is
now 1: 00 and |'m actual ly...[interpose]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N You' re aski ng great
questions, so | don't wanna discourage it...

[ crosst al k]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: |I'mreally
hungry.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  but do you have a
gauge on how many nore, 'cause uh...[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: No...

CHAI RPERSON VEPRI N No.
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COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: we're gonna...
we' re gonna be wrapping up shortly...

CHAI RPERSON VEPRI N Ckay.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Just a couple
nore questions...[interpose]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRIN: | really appreciate
everyone's cooperation; you really...[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Yeah.

CHAI RPERSON VPRI N:  have been very
cooperative; | know people have jobs to go to and |
saw there's a young child here and there are very...
you know, people from..that we know from Queens
really well here; we do appreciate their cooperation;
we're just tryin' to get the answers out here.
Counci | Menber Ferreras is asking questions that
we've heard a ot fromthe community and fromthe
busi nesses in the area, so we think it's very
i mportant while they're sitting here to get these
questions out. So thank you all again for your
cooperation. Council Menber Ferreras.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: If...if we could
tal k about the...the use of em nent domain and the
potential use of em nent domain at Wllets; what is

the status on that?
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THOVAS MCKNI GHT: A conmmitnent that we've

had t hr oughout the process dating back to '08, which
we know is critical to the Council, was that the Cty
exhaust every neans possible to reach negoti ated
settlenments with property owners in Wllets Point and
we' ve very nmuch lived to that conm tnent over the
years and have been successful. At this point, in
the Phase 1 area, we control about 95 percent of the
property and we are in ongoing dialogue with owners
and we are very nuch...we continue to be very nuch
commtted to negotiated agreenents.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: |' m gonna
switch over to park |land and the potential of
building a mall on...you know, on the current |ease.
The parking lot is part of Flushing Meadows Corona
Park, State |law requires the alienation of park |and
before it can be used for non-park use. Can you
explain to nme...and just...you have, but for the
record, how we can build a nmall, entertai nment center
on the parking |Iot of the Mets and perhaps EDC can...
as nmy second part of this question, because | said,
well if we're building a mall, why can't we put the
housing on top of the nmall? And I'mtold that the

State law requires that...or, or states that you can't
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bui |l d housing on park |land, in Robert Mses' infinite
wi sdom but it seens that in other...in Brooklyn
Bri dge Park, on John Street, there is residentia
units that are included, about a 130 residentia
units, as well as ground floor retail and up to 110
par ki ng spaces; if that possible in that project, why
IS it not possible in Queens?

ROB GOLDRICH  Let nme answer the first
part...this is Rob Goldrich fromthe Mayor's office...
[ nterpose]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  You're gonna get the
gold star for that, by the way.

[l aught er]

ROB GOLDRI CH: Thank you very much. The
first question is...[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: | just need to
st and.

ROB GOLDRI CH:  No, no problem The...why
are...'cause the C ...the Cty |ooked at the use of a
entertai nnent conplex, a mall to be built at the
current parking lot of GCti Field, just to the west
of Cti Field, and it was determ ned by the Law
Departnent, who worked with EDC and City Hall and |I'm

gonna cite the code section where they point to
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adm ni stration...Adm ni strative Code Section 18-118
whi ch specifically allows the Departnment of Parks to
enter in agreenents that have comrercial uses on the
parking |l ot for any purposes to provide for or
pronote the benefit, the people of New York for
recreation, entertainnent, anusenent or the
I nprovenent of trade or commerce. So that is what's
witten in the Administrative Code and it was
deternmined that the use that's being proposed here as
a result of what the JV has put forward to the Gty,
that this structure qualifies and is permtted as a
use to be built there.

KYLE KI MBALL: And just to...just to draw
the distinction...sorry Jesse...Brooklyn Bridge Park is
under a State Ceneral Project Plan that was approved
when it was a State asset that the Gty took over,
whereas the park |and that we're tal ki ng about here
Is very specific to the alienation that was done in
the 1960's for the creation of Shea Stadium So they
are, if you blur your vision are very simlar
projects, but in...but they're governed by very
different |aws.

JESSE MASYR | just want to add to that,

is that, in terns of housing, Councilwonman, this
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proj ect has always antici pated housing was part of a
m xed- use devel opnent; that there would be market
rate housi ng and affordable housing and that's how it
woul d cone to be. But also part and parcel of that
and essential to that is the creation of a community
that has services that are supportive of housing,
fromschools, libraries, nedical offices, so none of
those things exist today and they are part of the
vision that this Council w sely adopted in 2008, so
housing has to be part of a conplete conmmunity and
not just an isolated event, otherwise it's
unsupported and really undefendable. And so that is
why, to our thinking, the affordable housing is a
critical conmponent of the m xed-use devel opnent and
all part of one conmunity that we will create.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: And |...1 really

wanna hear fromthe comunity residents and those
that are here to testify, so |I'mgonna...you know, |'m
sure you guys are devastated this is gonna be ny | ast
question. This one is related to...wow, | didn't
think this was gonna happen the whole tine; | just
draw a blank. Ch, of course. You know, everything
i s about econom c devel opnent, right, and I

understand the inpacts and the future of our
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community; my hopes is that as we relocate the
busi nesses at Wllets Point that they're even nore
successful to where they're going potentially. But
we al so know that you are bringing in a revenue-
generating space and you know, we want you to al so be
successful if we get all these other issues ironed
out. So how many jobs are comng in, construction
j obs, non-construction jobs; what is the M\B
conmtnents; I'd like to hear sone of that.

JESSE MASYR: The...l think this has been

testified before; |I think it's good to consolidate it
all into a single answer. The project before you,
when it's com..at its conpletion will have created

12,000 construction jobs, it will have created over
7,000...wi Il create over 7,000 permanent jobs of which
we believe the projections and the studies we can
share with the Commttee, about 5,000 of those 7,000
are at living wage or higher enploynent

opportunities. Those are the...the jobs to be
created, both permanent and construction for the
dura...that's the entire project, the...that represents
$3 billion of private investnment and cleaning up a

100...over a 100 years of unbroken contam nation in
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one of the nost densely popul ated areas of our...of
the Gty.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Uhm and the
MABE... [ cr osst al k]

KYLE KIMBALL: | mean it's just one...and
the MABE will ...about...will be 25 percent in addition
to the Capacity Building Fund they are setting up.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS:. The Capacity
Bui | di ng Fund...[i nterpose]

KYLE KI MBALL: The MABE Capacity Buil di ng
Fund that they testified as to earlier...[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: And what is
that total ?

JESSE MASYR® What's the Fund total ?

Well the funds are nearly a $1 mllion to do...

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: A nmillion
dollars for the MABE ca...uh Capacity Buil ding Fund...
[ nterpose]

JESSE MASYR  Capacity Building Fund,
yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: And you know,
this is econom c developnent | think for our entire
city, right; a lot of this is gonna be noving people

fromold parts of the Gty, but | have a very speci al
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place in ny heart called Queens and in particular the
i mredi at e surroundi ng conmuni ti es of Fl ushi ng,
Corona, Jackson Heights, and East Elnmhurst, so |I'd
i ke to continue our conversations to ensure that
we're hiring locally and that people aren't driving
to work because they live so close that they could
wal k to work.

JESSE MASYR W share that goal

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: (kay. Very
good. Thank you very nmuch and |I'm gonna...| have al
t hese ot her questions, so |I'mgonna get themto you...
[interpose]

JESSE MASYR  Yeah, uh...[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: and | want you
to answer them

JESSE MASYR this is the only
opportunity.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: No, this is not
the only opportunity.

[l aught er]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: So thank you
very much. [interpose]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Uh...Great. Thank

you Council Menber Ferreras; gentlenen, thank you;
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we' re gonna start noving on. Again | apol ogize for
the delay, but | wanna rem nd you, we are staying
here, I'mhere till the end, everyone who gets...wants
to testify will be testified; the only caveat,

M. Masyr, you can help ne maybe on this; if...today
happens to be ny 18th weddi ng anni versary, so if we
go too far into the evening I was wondering if we
have any matrinonial attorneys in your firm

JESSE MASYR:  No.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N: Ckay. Ckay,
alright. Now uh, so we're...we're gonna nove... now
wanna rem nd you, we're gonna do panels of 5 people;
| know there are a | ot of people in the audi ence who
wanna testify, so we're gonna bring up...we're gonna
alternate between those in fa...agai nst the project
first, for the project after that. Five at atine is
all I can take; |I know there's sone people in this
audi ence who have been very active who | know, who
ot her peopl e know, but we're just gonna take 'em one
after the other; we're gonna have a 2-nminute tine
limt on everybody, unfortunately; there nmay be sone
questions after that. So we're gonna start with the
foll owi ng panel opposed to this project, David

Schwartz, Irene Presti, Jerry Antonacci, Leonard
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Scarola and Jeffrey Croft; that's our first panel in
opposition and then we will then take a panel in
favor. | know sone people are gonna have to | eave;
that's...unfortunately people have actually jobs to do
and lives to lead; we will read into the record every
nane we have here; we will accept any witten
testinmony into the record and anyone who was here
already and had to leave, I will nmention they were
here, what their position was, general position and
then get to themlater on. |If you wanna talk to the
Sergeant at Arns, | can't take questions fromthe
audi ence, but if you can talk to the Sergeant at Arns
we'll try to get to it. Ckay.

Ckay. Alright, I wanna rem nd you of our
rul e that when you speak please state your nane and
if it gets into cross discussion, that's when it even
gets nore inportant that you state your nane again.
So I'"'mgonna | et you guys deci de who goes first.

DAVI D SCHWARTZ: Put this on?

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Yes.

DAVI D SCHWARTZ: ' Kay.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRIN:  And try to talk very

close to the mcrophone; the sound is not great.
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DAVI D SCHWARTZ: Thank you M. Chairman.
My nanme is David Schwartz, | represent WIlets Point
Uni ted and as Council man Jackson referred to before,
he nentioned three words, honesty, integrity and
transparency and what you've heard here today...what
we've just heard is a conplete fiction; this is
actual ly...the question cane up, you know you're not
| ooki ng to approve the whole project just this
parking | ot, but what we heard was a project that was
not even approved in 2008. So |'m gonna do the
laundry list and everyone el se is gonna get into the
nuts and bolts. |1'mgonna do this as quickly as I
can.

But when you conpare what you were told
in 2008 to the present intent, it's not even cl ose,
it's not even close. 1In 2008 you were told that
Wllets Point was New York City's next great
nei ghbor hood, now in 2012 we found out the next great
nei ghbor hood was a huge parking mall, prioritized on
park | and.

In 2008 you were told that the project
woul d enconpass 62 acres of Wl lets Point property;

in 2012 we | earned the project expanded to 108.9
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acres, nearly double in size, with the addition of
the Wllets West nall on park | and.

In 2008 you were told...there was no
mention of park | ane beyond the bounds of Wllets
Point; in 2012 Sterling Related prioritized the
devel opnent of an unnecessary $1.4 mllion...1. 4-
mllion-square-foot mall on 30 acres of mapped park
| and not connected to WIllets Point.

In 2008 you were told the entire 62-acre
Wllets Point site needed to be renediated all at
once by Robert Lieber; he stated, "You cannot say
we'll do this acre by acre or we won't do that acre,”
that's what Robert Lieber said. In 2011 you found
out that this would be a phased devel opnent; now
suddenl y possi ble and preferred.

In 2008 you were told by the Wllets
Poi nt Advisory Committee, chaired by Queens Borough
Presi dent and conposed of Queens officials that they
will participate and help guide the selection of a
devel oper of this project. That's significant
because it ceded all its authority to vet to devel op...
you ceded all your authority to that project.

In 2008 you were told that there was this

al l eged contamnation...1'll let Irene Presti get nore
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into that, but in 2013 we | earned, and they didn't
mention this in their report, that the result of a
| ab report of a Wllets Point autonotive site that
they tested, there was no major pollution found.

Fifty-five hundred units you were told,
1,925...1"mgonna just go through it quickly, Coun...
Counci I man, 1,925...[i nterpose]

CHAI RPERSON VPRI N Uh...

DAVI D SCHWARTZ: affordable, with a
linchpin of this...of the Wllets Point that you
approved, now we know that that's not happening...
[interpose]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRIN: M. Schwartz, when
we get sone...we'll have questions for you, |I'msure,
so you could add the extra points, uh there's...

[ crosstal K]

DAVI D SCHWARTZ: (Ckay, great.

CHAI RPERSON VPRI N: | just don't wanna
start right off the bat going too far over.

[ crosstal K]

DAVI D SCHWARTZ: I'msorry; | just...|
tried to do it in...in...[crosstalk]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRIN:  No problem Let's

go through the panel.
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| RENE PRESTI: [clearing throat] Excuse
me. |I'milrene Presti..[clearing throat] pardon ne;
I"'m having a problemw th ny throat.

CHAI RPERSON VEPRI N: No probl em

| RENE PRESTI: | wasn't before al
norning; it's just comng on now. [clearing throat]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N: W have that affect
on peopl e.

| RENE PRESTI: |'mlrene Presti; | own
property at Wllets Point. You may recall 5 years
ago C aire Shul man | obbi ed aggressively for approval
of the WIllets Point devel opnent; her Loca
Devel oprment Cor poration was co-financed by the Cty
and its nenbership consisted not of grassroots
communi ty groups, but of devel opers and busi nesses;
the Mets...and here you'll see in this litter poster...
the Mets anong them that stood to profit
tremendously if the devel opment was approved.

We now know...what we now know [ cl eari ng
throat] is that all of the |obbying by Shul man's LDC
was illegal; the State Attorney General concluded a
t hree-year investigation and found that both EDC and
Shul man's LDC flouted the |aw to obtai n approval of

their favorite projects. That's right, they flouted
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the law. But it's the WIllets Point property owners
[clearing throat] and busi ness owners who are paying
the price.

The City aided their endeavor by
al l ocati ng $450,000 in taxpayers' noney to this
illegal schenme and then paid their unprecedented fine
of $59,000. M ss Shul man personally obstructed the
City Council's oversight authority by giving fal se
testinmony that | ow balled the amount of the city
funds she received and never disclosed ongoing city
funding. This Council was prevented from questioni ng
why this was occurring during the ULURP process and
it didn't stop there.

When questioned by the IRS as a 501(c)(3)
applicant, Mss Shulman lied and said no to the
questions; one, will you be |obbying and two, wll
you be involved in econom c devel opnent? Filing a
fal se docunent is a crine. This LDC s entire
exi stence was for the purpose of |obbying and M ss
Shul man adm tted such in a New York Ti nes expose.
They deliberately broke the Iaw to achieve their goa
of taking private property.

Can this get any worse? Yes it can.

Wien the City Council approved the original Wllets
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Poi nt Pl an, then Mayor Lieber...May...Deputy Mayor
Li eber was asked if nenbers of the LDC woul d be
permtted frombidding on this; he did not answer.
The City later approved Sterling Equities, a prine
player in this illegal schene. Wwo says crine
doesn't pay? And why does this Plan remain in effect
when it should be annulled; a City Council man vi ewed
with the notion of basic fairness and the rule of |aw
woul d refuse to rubberstanp this proposal. Do you
under stand why we do not accept this Plan and why you
shouldn't either? Please vote no to Wllets West.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N Thanks M ss Presti
and |...you know, wanna |et you...| wanna | et you go
on, because | know how enotionally involved...and I
gotta say, the one thing Claire Shulman's really npst
upset about is that her head is bigger than M. Mets...
[ nterpose}

| RENE PRESTI: Uh, yeah.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  she's not gonna i ke
that at all.

| RENE PRESTI: Well ...

CHAlI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Yes, sir; next.
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GERALD ANTONACCI: Hello, ny nanme is
Geral d Antonacci of Crown Container and |I'm a nenber
of Wllets Point United.

|"msorry say, but due to past
experiences | have little confidence in the Counci
to do the right thing here and send this boondoggl e
of a project back to the drawing board to get it
right.

You see in 2008 you fell over yourselves
to approve this project, giving up your powers and
getting no guaranties on what was to be done.
Everyone el se then followed to proceed...foll owed to
proceed you, even though they were lied to their
faces on commtting illegal acts as they went
forward. Wen the City went fromrenedi ating the
whol e site to only one phase, did anyone care? Wen
the Gty tried em nent domain, did anyone care? Wen
the EDC and C aire Shul man were found guilty of
il legal |obbying, which was essentially the Cty
| obbying itself and putting the |and and busi ness
owners at a di sadvantage; did anyone stand up and say
| care? No. Wen the EDC had to reorgani ze because
of the illegal |obbying for this project, did anyone

stand up and say enough? Wen three ot her devel opers
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woul d build affordable housing at Wl lets Point now
and guarantee it was built, did anyone object to the
Sterling's plan that has as nmany ways to get out of
bui | di ng housing as the anmpbunt of dollars the Gty
has given themin tax-free...taxpayer noney? Did
anyone care? Wen the Gty agreed with the unions to
i nclude living wage provision in the RFP but then
quietly omtted the living wage provision fromthe
RFP, did anyone object? No. Wen after 5 years the
tenants are still not relocated, does anyone care?
When the City told you in 2008 that it would recoup
the cost of WIllets Point property through the sale
to the devel oper, then reneged on that and now
intends to give the property worth over $200 million
to Sterling for just $1, did anyone object? Wen
Sterling said they need to build a mall on park | and,
which if it's not used for parking should be returned
to the people as park |land, did anyone care? Wen
the EDC said under no circunstances are we obligated
to build a ranp so housing can be built, did anyone
care? Wen housi ng was del ayed until 2025 or naybe
never, did anyone say, what is going on here, this is
wong and that...this is not what we were told or

prom sed; did anyone care? Wen you saw a $35
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mllion out..that they could buy out of the housing,
di d anyone get upset? Wen M. Bob Booda [ phonetic],
traffic expert, cane and changed his figures on a
daily basis, depending on who he was neeting with so
it looked Iike the traffic would not be that bad, did
anyone care? No. Did everyone nysteriously believe
hin? Yes. When the comunity surrounding the
stadium and in Queens voted overwhel m ngly that they
do not want this mall on park |land, did anyone |isten
to what the people want? No.

So what makes nme believe that you will
care now? Wat nakes nme believe that you just won't
foll ow what your party | eaders say to approve this
proj ect ?

Leaders care what their constituents say
and feel, followers just foll ow what the party heads
or the mayor wants. Wat are you, a |eader or a
foll ower? Your vote will let us all know Thank you
all.

CHAI RPERSON VPRI N:  Yeah. Thank you. |
assume sone of those were rhetorical questions.

LEONARD SCARCLA: M nane is Leonard
Scarol a, a nmenber of WIllets Point United; | feel

conpelled to conment on an inportant itemthat was
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di scussed previously this norning. First, let ne
thank you in advance if | need an extra 20 seconds,
since their presentation took so |ong.

On anot her application you seened
conpl etely frustrated and annoyed that a buil der
applied for a permt to build sonething, which
think was an apartnent buil ding; then once they
obtained their permt, since it was easy to gain
approval for a building, they switched the purpose of
the building and you guys were conpleted frustrated
and annoyed.

This is the sane bate and switch here; |
hope you are equally resentful, annoyed...and annoyed
Wth this project as well. Qur property rights as
American citizens now lay entirely in your hands.

| "' m gonna read a statenent by Brian
Ket cham who's a Transportati on and Environnent al
Engi neer ...

CHAI RPERSON VPRI N Make it quick, |1
mean, try to cut it short.

LEONARD SCAROLA: (Ckay. Four years ago
the City Council approved an incredibly flawed
project, the WIllets Point Devel opnent Plan; that is,

the approved FGEI S actually admtted to produci ng
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extremely severe traffic and transit inpacts that
could not be mtigated. Today you review a project
that woul d produce far worse inpacts.

Four years ago Wllets Point United asked
nme to review the FGEIS for the project, then they
asked me to review the access nodification report for
the Van Wck ranps. What | found were two very
different reports; the FGEIS reporting severe
traffic, the AMR reporting mniml traffic.

The AVR was prepared for New York State
DOT and the Federal H ghway Adm nistration and was
clearly designed to secure the approval of the ranps
regardl ess of the truth. | presented this conclusion
to the Federal H ghway Adm nistration. The result;
the project was held up for three years. M anal yses
were included in a 286-page report that was submtted
to New York State DOT, the Federal H ghway
Adm ni stration and EDC. They ignored it entirely,
maki ng no corrections for the thousands of errors
that lies...and the lies disclosed to them

EDC and their consultants have carried on
a hal f-decade of half truths and |ies about the
project and their behavi or continues unabated. The

City Council is presented with another set of lies, a
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project of about 13 mllion square feet that
drastically underesti mates the project inpacts that
wi Il produce a minimumnore than a 110,000 daily car
and truck trip and 50,000 additional daily subway
trips, which Julissa coomented on. Yet EDC reports
no inpacts worse than what was reported originally in
the 2008 FGEIS in spite of |oading another 1.4
mllion square feet of entertainnment and retail nal
devel opnent ...uh...[i nt er pose]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRIN:  |'m gonna have to
cut you off in a mnute and...[interpose]

LEONARD SCARCLA: It's done.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  and gi ve us a copy
of that; happy to take it...[interpose]

LEONARD SCARCLA: | have this prepared
for you; I will submt it, just two nore sentences
and |I'm..[interpose]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N: Go ahead, two
sent ences.

LEONARD SCARCLA: The City Council is
faced with a choice; approve a project that will not
only cause huge traffic inpacts, the surrounding
expressways are already gridlocked and reported to be

anong the 10 nost congested in the United States, or
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kill the project that includes a retail mall that
will likely fail financially, forcing New York City

taxpayers to again bail out the real estate barons.

Don't take ny word for it, | suggest you
make your own independent technical analysis for a
third opinion; get sonebody el se who's not biased...
[ nterpose]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Uh...Uh now you're
addi ng extra sentences.

LEONARD SCAROLA: |'ve attached a copy of
ny nost recent analysis of this project and I will be
happy to neet with Council Menbers to di scuss any
fi ndi ngs.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Thank you. Sorry; |
don't nmean to be flippant, but | just gotta...| gotta
try to keep it noving;, we've got a |lot of people to
get to. Thank you.

GEOFFREY CROFT: (Good afternoon, ny nane
is Ceoffrey Croft; |I'm President and Founder of New
York City Park Advocat es.

It is truly a sad day when we are talking
about a plan that seizes 48 acres of public park I and
i n Flushing Meadows- Corona Park to all ow one of the

country's | argest devel opers to build the |argest
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mall in New York City. Sounds inconceivable, right?
Just when you thought this admnistration couldn't
get any |lower, here we are today.

The 48 acres of public park | and was
never part of the original plan in any way, in any
way, and it certainly was never approved by the Gty
Council. This is nothing but an end run around the
|l aw and the City Council will be conplicit when and
if you rubberstanp its approval. |If the 48 acres of
public park land they are attenpting to seize for the
project are no | onger needed for parking, then it
shoul d revert back to its original use; this is what
our elected officials should be pushing for instead
of allow ng our public spaces to be given away to
politically-connected devel opers.

The Gty Council has a | egal obligation
to protect public park |and and that certainly
includes not giving it away to private devel opers.
There are a nunber of |egal issues surrounding the
attenpted disposition of this public |Iand.

Last week we were signatures on a letter,
along with Wllets Point United, which was sent to

City Council lawers Elizabeth Fine and Gary Altnan
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requesting a | egal opinion fromthe Council on these
very issues.

The Gty Council has a | egal obligation
to do its due diligence on this inportant issue
bef ore any decisions are made. It's telling that
| ess than three m nutes of this hearing have been so
far been spent tal king about public park |and.

Let's be very clear. The 1961 statute
that the Gty and the applicants are so desperately
trying torely on in order to justifying being
all oned to devel op the public park Iand for non-park
pur poses does not permt a shopping mall, nuch less a
1.4 mllion square foot nall.

Adm ni strative Code 18-118 explicitly
states that any nonies gained froma tenporary | ease
on the property nust go back to the property. Back
into the property, not line the pockets of Related or
Sterling Equities.

The quote the law directly, the revenue
must aid "in the financing of the construction and
operation of stadium grounds, parking areas and
facility, and any additions, alterations or

i nprovenents thereto or equi pnent thereof."
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Clearly this is not the case. The |aw
sinply does not authorize a WIllets Point project.

It does not enable use of a parking | ot or authorize
retail stores and certainly sonething that is
primarily a shopping mall.

The proposed give-away of public park is
bei ng done sinply to sweeten the deal for Related so
t hey have a guaranteed revenue streamup front in
order to help themoffset their investnents in
building the rest of Wllets Point. This is
di sgraceful. This Plan is about greed, pure and
sinple. It is a nightmare for the residents of
Queens in so many ways and for the City's taxpayers
at large who are greatly subsidizing this project.
The corporate wel fare nust stop

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Thank you M. Croft.
These two boxes are yours, by the way, right?

CGECFFREY CROFT: They're not, but they're
wonder ful boxes. [laugh] | think they' re uh...are they
yours, David? Are they? GCkay. | think they are.

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N Al right, just makin'
sure. Just one quick question, M. Schwartz; is
there anything you didn't say before that you really

feel you have to get on the record?
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DAVI D SCHWARTZ: Oh, Community Board 3
vot ed against this project 30-1.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Duly noted. W | ost
Julissa, but we wanna thank you very nuch and we're
gonna keep novi ng; there's gonna be sone di scussions;
this isn't happening for a while yet, we have...do
have a little bit of time here to discuss this and
we're |listening; | know you guys, you know, have been
beamed down into cynicism but you know this hearing
is for us to hear exactly what the conmunity concerns
are, to hear what the concerns are of the businesses
and everyone else and try to cone to an agreenent
that either nakes sense or to vote up or down on a
proj ect that would or would not make sense...
[interpose]

GEOFFREY CROFT: But the devel oper ...

CHAI RPERSON WEPRIN:  1'Il let you answer
that, even though | sort of wasn't answering at it to
you, but go ahead M. Croft, quick. [interpose]

CGECFFREY CROFT: No, | nean it's not just
about listening, it's also about follow ng the | aw
and the letter of the law, that 1961 docunent clearly
does not allow this...these purposes and it was...not

on...the law, allow any project to nake permanent
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claimon the park land or its facilities, because the
revenue was supposed to fund their property. It
clearly states in that. So when you guys ask that of
the applicants, you know the Gty Council; again
that's one of the reasons that letter was sent to the
Council; you guys legally have to make a
determ nation before this, so it's not just, you
know, the community rising up who are opposed, it's
not just the business owners; it's also a natter of
| aw and we very strongly inplore you to make a | egal ...
[ nterpose]

CHAI RPERSON VPRI N Al ri ght.

GEOFFREY CROFT: decision on this.

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N:  Thank you. Thank
you very nuch. [interpose]

DAVI D SCHWARTZ: DAVI D SCHWARTZ: Can
just make one nore quick comment? One...two seconds...
just read...[crosstal K]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRIN: | am so si nent al
[ phonetic] about this, but go ahead.

DAVI D SCHWARTZ: read...no, read the
contract. 'Cause | know they refer...[interpose]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N Ckay.
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DAVID SCHWARTZ: to the contract a | ot;
there's a $35 mllion out, there are several outs
here...[ 1 nt er pose]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Ri ght.

DAVI D SCHWARTZ: where the housing w ||
never be built.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Thank you. No, uh
we...okay. Thank you. [interpose]

GEOFFREY CROFT: Pl ease check the park
l and. Thanks.

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRI E:  More...[crosstal k]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N: W' || discuss that.

COUNCIL MEMBER COVRIE: Sorry. |I'm
sorry; panel ?

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N: Do you have a
question? Hold on. Who do you have?

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRI E:  Uhm..[i nterpose]

CHAI RPERSON VEPRI N One...one second.
M. Conrie does have his own question. [interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRI E:  Just to...l'm
sorry; you said that we have to nake the | ega
determ nati on about what specifically; you didn't say

what specifically? [crosstalKk]
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GEOFFREY CROFT: Absolutely. Well we
sent...there...there's a copy of the letter that we...we
sent ...several Council Menbers asked New York City
Park Advocates and Wllets Point United to put that
inwiting. There is a legal, a very legal, very
| egal reasons why the '61 docunent that the
applicants are so desperately relying on; it...they're
not allowed to build here and the City Law Depart nent
is saying one thing; the Gty Council has a | ega
obligation to do their own due diligence. And when
we clearly...when we read that...the law, the | and that
was never alienated, which by |aw you have to; the
City Law Department, we certainly disagree with their
assessnent, their |egal assessnent on whether they
can agree or not. W've...as | nentioned, we've had
several City Council Menbers saying, well, the Cty
Council should do its own |legal investigation on it.
And again, we sent a letter last week with Wllets
Point United to Mss Fine and Gary Al tman...
[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRI E:  kay.

GEOFFREY CROFT: saying that. And you
guys have a copy of the letter there...

CHAI RPERSON VEPRI N ' Kay.
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GEOFFREY CROFT: along with our
statenment. And again, the Urban Justice Center has
al so weighed in on this. So there are a nunber of
| egal issues involving the taking of mapped park
land. This is 48 acres; this is even nuch greater
t han the Yankee stadi um debacle. And you know, this
is not the only project you know that's being
consi dered in Flushing Meadows- Corona Par K.

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRI E: | understand. So
you' re asking us to neke...you're asking our Law
Departnent to nmake a legal interpretation of the '61...
[interpose]

CGECFFREY CROFT: Absolutely. Absolutely.

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRI E:  Okay. Alright.

GEOFFREY CROFT: Before any decision is
made... [ cr osst al k]

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRI E:  And...and do you
have a copy? Do we have a copy of...[crosstal k]

GECFFREY CROFT: Yes. Unm hm

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRIE: all your
testinonies fromeveryone on the panel [interpose]

GEOFFREY CROFT: Yes. Oh yeah, we...yeah,
not ... not ... [ crosst al k]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N: Yeah, we have the...
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GEOFFREY CROFT: Yeah, the legal ...the
letter that we sent | ast week dated August 30th and
al so as well as our testinony...[Interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRI E:  kay.

GEOFFREY CROFT: And no, we definitely
appreci ate the work that you' ve done on this, but you
know, this is a very serious thing and it saddens ne
greatly that we've spent |ess than three m nutes
while...while the applicants were here tal ki ng about
the actual park | and.

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRI E:  Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N:  Thank you.
[interpose]

GECFFREY CROFT: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N Thank you very mnuch.
Thank you panel. Alright, 1'd like to now call up a
panel in favor of this, Paul Fernandes, fromthe
Bui | di ng and Construction Trades Council, Pat Dol an
fromthe Steanfitters, Mke McGQiire fromthe Mson
Tenders, Pat Purcell from UFCW Local 1500 and Janes
Conway from | UCE Local 14. Are they all here, five
of you, one, two, three, four...did | |ose sonebody?
Oh no, here he is. ay. Gentlenen, thank you.

Agai n, thank you for your patience and the audi ence,
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thank you and we're gonna limt you to two minutes
each, so please try it in your head to work out the
two mnutes; |..you know, | try not to be obnoxi ous
about it, but if | keep letting people go over it
causes ne problens later on. So who wants to go
first, Paul? 1 don't know. Ckay.

PAUL FERNANDES: Good norning M.

Chai rman and nmenbers of the Subconmttee; ny nane is
Paul Fernandes, |I'mthe Chief of Staff of the
Bui | di ngs and Construction Trades Council G eater New
York, and organi zation consisting of |ocal affiliates
of 15 national and international unions representing
100, 000 nmenbers in New York City. W're pleased to
testify today in support of the actions necessary to
advance the Wl lets Point Devel opment Pl an put

t oget her by the Queens Devel opnent G oup, a joint
venture of the Rel ated Conpanies and Sterling
Equi ti es.

Several years ago we testified in support
of the WIllets Point Devel oprment Plan and not a | ot
has changed in terns of the reasons why we remain
supportive. What has changed however is that we now
have a devel opnment teamin place with a real history

of conpleting great projects in Queens and throughout
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New York City. The WIlets Point Devel opment wl|
generate $3 billion of private investnent and the
creation of 12,000 union construction jobs and 7,100
per manent jobs. The commrercial retail and hotel
space will be conplinmented with 2,500 housing units,
i ncluding 875 affordable units, inportant
transportation i nprovenents and environnental
remedi ati on.

The RFP that foll owed the previous ULURP
i ncl uded strong prevailing wage and a partnership of
participation requirenments for the construction
involved in the WIllets Point Devel opnent Pl an.
W' re pleased that the Queens Devel opnent G oup has
agreed to abide by these requirenents. W're also
pl eased that in addition to having nade this
conmtnment it is backed in confidence that comes from
| engt hy experience working with Sterling Equities and
Rel ated at Cti Field, Hudson Yards, Tinme \Warner
Center, Hunters Point South and many ot her projects
built with union | abor of Building and Construction
Trades and these devel opers.
The council adm nistration, private

devel opers, | abor and nmenbers of the |ocal comrmunity

have worked for years to get us to the point we are
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now, which is that now we have a real opportunity to
take the Wllets Point Devel opnent Plan fromthe
drawi ng board to putting shovels in the ground and
people to work. W therefore again urge the
Subconmittee and the Council to approve the actions
necessary to allow the Wllets Point Devel opnent Plan
to advance. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N:  Thank you M.
Fer nandes.

PATRI CK DOLAN:  Good afternoon Council,
ny nane is Patrick Dol an; | am President of the

Steanfitters Local 638 and a |ifelong Queens

resi dent.
Steanfitters Local 638...
[ chi me]
CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Sorry, you're done.
[l aught er]
CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  We...just gotta reset
t he cl ock.

PATRI CK DOLAN: Steanfitters Local 638's
part of the New York State Pipe Trades and United
Associ ation, representing unionized plunbers,
pi pefitters, steanfitters, sprinkler fitters and

service technicians in the United States and Canada.
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| amhere to day to speak in support of the Queens
Devel opment Group's continued efforts to devel op
Wl lets Point.

When conpl eted, their proposed project
will create 5 mllion square feet of retail
entertai nnent, comunity space, a school and
af f ordabl e housing. This proposed project will give
Queens a vibrant comunity which will be a new
destination for all New Yorkers. This project, if
approved, will created 12,000 union construction jobs
to workers of all five boroughs. After conpletion
there will be 7,000 new permanent jobs at Wllets
Point. This project will not only create a new
econom c engine, but it will also help the
envi ronnent .

Bef ore construction starts, 20 acres of
contam nated | ands that are currently | eaching
pollutants into the bay will be renediated. The
project will not only clean up the land; it will add
6 acres of open space for the people of New York

| want to enphasize the inportance of the
Queens Devel opnent Group's conmitnment to using
Bui | ding Trades |l abor to build this new nei ghborhood.

Wth that comm tnent, using union |abor, the
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devel oper will ensure that workers on this project
will receive good wages, are well-trained and work in
a safe and efficient manner. This commtnment w |
mean that ny nenbers, who also live in the area of
Wllets Point, will be able to provide to their
famlies and support their comunities. By using
uni on | abor the Queens Devel opnment G oup helps to
ensure that we create the next generation of union
craftsmen and wonen for the people of New York City.

This project is truly a win-wn for all
New Yorkers. If this project is approved, Queens
wi |l have a new exciting nei ghborhood with affordable
housi ng, nobre green space; an econoni c engi ne that
will create over 7,000 new jobs. It also will help
cl ean the environnment. Most inportantly, 12,000 of
nmy brothers and sisters will make this vision a
reality. Today in Washington and Al bany and City
Hal |, policymakers debate how do we create and
support the mddle class. | can state,
unequi vocal | y, that responsi bl e devel opment usi ng
union | abor is the answer; that is why I'mhere to
ask your support on behalf of ny hard-working nenbers

of Local 638 and their famlies. Thank you.
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CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Thank you M. Dol an.
M. MCire.

M KE MCGQUI RE:  Good afternoon, M ke
McGuire, Mason Tenders District Council Laborers
Union. |'ve chopped out a bunch of ny witten
testi mony because Julissa's questions pretty nuch
brought all that to the forefront.

| just wanna tal k about how econom c
devel opnent of this type that we're here to di scuss
today serves as an econom c engi ne, just the type
that we need to sustain the uptake and growth we've
seen in the legitimate construction industry |ately.
These type of projects return between $1. 60 and
$5. 20, depending on the type of devel opnent and the
study you read, for every $1 invested.

Wllets Point is a blighted area ripe for
redevel opnent; re-envisioning this District is good
for the area and good for the City as a whole. O
course, as a worker advocate | am concerned for the
exi sting people working in Wllets Point; fortunately
this is being addressed.

The comm tnent to use union |abor to
build this project is also a boomto the Cty. In ny

uni on roughly 80 percent of the nenbers are New York
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City residents, further, roughly 85 percent of our
apprentices are wonen and/ or people of color.
Apprenticeship recruitnent is done on an as-needed
basis. In other words, we do not recruit new
apprentices if there are no enploynent opportunities
for them That's sonmething nenbers of the City
Counci | shoul d renmenber every tine they pass a
non- uni on project through ULURP, that they are
denyi ng opportunities for the youth of their
communi ty.

As for us...for the current workers, as |
stated, an effort is underway to create enpl oynent
opportunities for the workers currently enpl oyed at
Wllets Point; it was laid out itemfor item by EDC,
what they're doing there; nore than 600 peopl e have
al ready registered for the programfromny part and
I'"'msure many of the other building trades up here at
the table would agree with nme; | will be happy to
provide the EDC with informati on on apprenticeship
recruitnment in order to transition sone of these
di spl aced workers into the unionized construction
I ndustry.

This type of econom c devel opnment is

exactly what New York City needs to grow our econony
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to provide greater and better enpl oynent
opportunities, to clean up a blighted and
environnental |l y unsound area and to mai ntai n our
position as the premer world class city on the
pl anet. Do not be swayed by ni nbius [phonetic] and
those with narrow self-interest driven agenda; do
what's best for our city, approve this project with
all due haste. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Thank you, sir. Not
bad.
JAVES CONVAY: Good afternoon Honorabl e

Counci | Menbers, Honorable Chair. M nane is Janes

Conway, I'mwith the International Union of QOperating
Engi neers Local 14-14B; |I'mhere to speak in favor of
this application. Also, | ama |lifelong Queens

resident; | was alnost born at the Wrld's Fair, so |
know Wllets Point very well. Also what | find...what

[ ...what |'mrecognizing about growi ng up in Queens
and living in Queens now is that our young people are
wor ki ng hard, they're goin' to school, they...they...no
anti-social behavior in Queens and next week a | ot of
the residents...a | ot of young people from Corona,
Jackson Heights and Flushing will be goin' to Syria

to fight for our country. W need to create
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opportunities for the young people of Queens so they
can have jobs and sustainable jobs. This is like a
mni @ Bill. If we create...Wllets Point Project
will be able to create jobs for our young people, a
future for our young people and wel cone the young
peopl e that are servin' our country with education,
training and jobs. So please approve this project
for the young people of Queens. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Thank you, sir and
we're delighted to have people who are from Queens,
we...we even wel cone people from New Jersey, so with
that in mnd, Pat Purcell.

[l aught er]

PAT PURCELL: 1'IIl tell ya, you know...lI
didn't know we were doin' shtick today. Thank you
M. Chairman, nmenbers of the Conmmttee. Thank you
for the opportunity to testify today; ny nane is Pat
Purcell; as you are all now aware, |'mfrom New
Jersey and | represent the 23,000 nmenbers of United
Food and Conmercial Wrkers Local 1500; we represent
grocery workers.

Qur union strongly urges the Cty Counci
to approve the Queens Devel opment Group's plan to

cl ean up 23 acres of contamnated |land at Wllets
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Point and to transformit into a vibrant comunity
that includes newretail, a school and affordable
housing. The Plan w Il bring thousands of
construction jobs that pay outstandi ng wages and
t housands of post-construction jobs that will provide
living wages, affordable health care and many ot her
econom ¢ benefits. The benefits of these jobs wll
extend to the | ocal Queens comunity and beyond.

The Wl lets Point Redevel opnment will al so
i ncl ude a supernmarket, a critical conponent of the
project, as the Gty has been facing a crisis of
supermar ket closings. The City | oses approxi nately
$1 billion in grocery sales to the suburbs annually.
The Wl lets Point Devel opnent will help capture sone
of that |ost revenue and provide even nore benefits
and jobs to nenbers of ny union and | can assure you
that grocery workers' jobs, when we expand them we
expand the mddle class of this city.

These jobs, conbined with new affordabl e
housi ng make this project a necessity, not just the
for nmenbers of ny union, but for the entire community
as wel | .

Failure to approve this project will only

hurt the thousands of workers who will m ss out on
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critical job opportunities. At a tine when we are
still recovering fromone of the nost severe
recessions in recent history, this project nust go
forward. | thank you for your tine.

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N:  Thank you M.

Purcell. I'd like to call on Council Menber Ferreras
for a quick question.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS:. Thank you very
much for your testinmony. 1Is there any way that you
know ahead of tine |ike what...how many j obs each
union wll be represented in the project? | know
that we tal ked about 12,000 in total, but can you say
my union will have 700 or 500 or a 1,000 or?

PATRI CK DCLAN:  Counci | worman, before
that...usually before a project starts the
construction manager or the general contractor,
whoever's picked, will have an outline of all the
trades and how many they expect to be onto that job
site. It's broken either nmechanically, which the
steanfitters do, electrically and al so the plunbing
and then the cenent workers and all. But it's broken
down per trade.

MKE MCQU RE: If | may. Generally, on

any given construction site the bul k of the workers
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are probably | aborers and carpenters and then the
nmechani cal trades; it's nore conplex work, but it
takes fewer workers to do.

PAT PURCELL: | would say a supernmarket
in a devel opnent of this type, you' re |ooking at a
m ni rum of 300 j obs.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Those are nore
per manent ?

PAT PURCELL: Those are pernmanent jobs.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Right.

PAT PURCELL: Yeah.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Ckay. Thank
you. [interpose]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRIN:  Can | ...l have a
question actually; | don't knowif it's for you M.
Purcell or not, but so...and one of the last things we
heard and we didn't really bring it up with the
regi onal panel, but the idea...there is a $65 mllion
buyout in this thing where if they decide not to
build the housing they actually...] nean they'd be
investing $65 mllion in a project; they possibly
coul d get out of the housing; how does that affect
t he supermarket ?

PAT PURCELL: Well 1 think...
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CHAI RPERSON WEPRIN:  And | nean; it may
not be a likely scenario only because you' d owe about
$65 million, but what woul d happen?

PAT PURCELL: M theory with supermnarkets
is, as they say, if you build it they will cone,
because this city is so drastically under-served when
it conmes to grocery stores. Even comunities where
it appears that there's enough, there are...there is
not enough. So in regards to housing and what goes
forward with the housing, | still think that you're
going to see a...any smart operator is going to wanna
go into a destination like this and very often we
have supermarkets that are in what we woul d cal
destination, |less so than housing areas and are
extrenely, extrenely successful; Fairway being one of
them and many others as well. So regardless of that,
I think you're gonna see...you're gonna see sal es,
you' re gonna see supermarkets wanting to go in there
and you're still gonna see 300 post-construction
j obs.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRIN: ' Kay. Thank you
gentl enmen. Anybody else? M. Conrie? Thank you al
very much, thank you for your patience once again.

Alright. Now..[interpose]




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 208

PAT PURCELL: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRIN: | " m gonna call up
the follow ng panel in opposition to the project.
Right, "kay. | don't knowif they're all here, but
let's try Carol LaG asse, the fanmous Ben Haber, Joe
Ardi zzone, Phil Konigsberg...is Phil still here?
don't know...Henry Eul er and Harbachan Singh; let's
see how many of you are here and we get everybody up
here. Unm..uhm..alright. ['ll put himon the next

one then. GCkay. M. Konigsberg had to go out just

for alittle while, so when he cones back we'll put
hi m on the next panel, | guess, unless he wal ks in.
Ckay | ady and gentlenmen, | don't know how

do you deci de who goes first. Alright, go ahead,
ladies first. |'mmakin' the decision. Just make
sure the mc's on and it's near your face. Press the
button. Is it on?

CAROL LAGRASSE: Greetings Subcommittee
menbers...[ i nter pose]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  There you go.

CAROL LAGRASSE: ny nane isS...ny nanme is...
[clearing throat] ny nane is Carol LaGrasse and |I'm
the President of the Property Rights Foundation of

Anmerica, a nationw de non-profit organi zati on based
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in Stony Creek, New York. | took 8 hours to get her
to speak.

We submtted a friend-of-the-court brief
on behalf of WIllets Point, appellant plaintiffs in
the City of New York's em nent domai n case.

I"ma civil engineer; | grew up in
Col | ege Point; graduated from Flushing H gh. 1In
fact, ny brother renmenbers his treks with ny father
when he went to Wllets Point to buy auto parts and
ny...before ny father died in 1970, 43 years ago, he
said the streets of Wllets Point were so bad that it
was shocking. So the City's hostility against the
cadre of parts places and ot her worthwhil e conmerci al
services in Wllets Point is unbroken.

I nstead, the Gty Council should view
Wllets Point as a priceless gathering of essentia
i ndustry and be pursuing every avenue in support for
this concentration of nutually supportive
enterprises, auto repair shops, parts houses,
refini shers, expert autonobile upholstery, val ued
speci ali zed recycl ers and heavy construction. One
hundred fl ourishing businesses remain in the 23-acre
Phase 1 area al one and 200 businesses remain in the

entire 62 acres; in spite of the Cty's threats from
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illegal to |ease raids in a nmass fashion and phony
bui | di ng code viol ati ons.

Mnorities find business opportunities
and jobs here; the jobs afford not only wages, but
practical training and an inmmgrant's route into
mai nstream Anerica. There is a comunality and
friendship in Wllets Point that is pal pable and |
hear how essential the unmatched autonotive services
in Wllets Point are to people. An elderly wonan in
Wi testone said to ne recently, "Howw Il | get ny
car repaired if Wllets Point is gone?" A black man
in Bedford Stuyvesant told ne, "WIllets Point, of
course | know Wl lets Point, everybody goes there."

So that is your opportunity as a
Subcommittee of the legislation for the Gty of New
York, WIllets Point should be a national cultura
heritage area; the City Council can turn away from
the | ong canpai gn of soci oeconom ¢ em nent donmain
di rected against Wllets Point's business peopl e,
enpl oyees and their famlies; today you have the
opportunity to inaugurate new policies to build up
the well-being of traditional essential businesses in
Wllets Point. This is also the opportunity to

reject the admnistration's deception of the city
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citizens, the fiasco of a plan to build housing at
WIllets Point, but nowturned into a proposed nmall on
City park land on the other side of the stadium..

[ nterpose]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRIN: | ' m gonna have to
cut...l'mgonna have to cut you off unless you can
finish in one sentence.

CAROL LAGRASSE: Just about done..with 23
acres of Wllets Point degraded to beconme the mall's
parking while the housing is put off into the distant
future. Your vote against the use of park land for a
mall will nmean the taxpayers' savings of a shocking
$200 mllion gift of Wllets Point property for a
parking |l ot and the additional gift of close to $1
mllion for environnmental renediation that may even
be unneeded. | respectfully urge you to reject the
proposal to sacrifice mapped park |and wthin Corona
Meadows...wi t hi n Fl ushi ng Meadows- Corona Park to build
amll. And also |like to nention that | haven't
checked the accuracy of this, but | understand
there's a fast going on now, because the group so
much wants to be noved in comon rather than to be
broken up where they | ose the whole...[interpose]

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N:  Thank you.
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CAROL LAGRASSE: virtue of what they have
achi eved. Thank you. [crosstalKk]

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N:  Ckay, thank you.
M. Haber, | apol ogize for calling you the fanous
M. Haber, but | don't know if we've ever formally
met, but I've known you for many, many years as a
strong advocate for so many causes and | always read
your letters to the editor, so that's why | cha...
[ crosstal K]

BEN HARBER:  Thank you. M...

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  that's why |
characterize as such

BEN HARBER: My nane is Ben Haber; in the
85 years | have been a resident of this city, all in
Queens, | have not witnessed a nore flagrant display
of a lack of governnental transparency fraught with
devi ousness and deception; it remains to be seen how
many of you will not allow this to happen and send
the word out that your constituencies are not
billionaires and real estate noguls, but the little
peopl e; the poor, the mddle class and small
busi ness, which is the backbone of a urban society.

Now M ss Ferreras, | have been to dozens

of neetings; nmake no m stake about it, the top
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priority is a 1.4 mllion shopping mall; housing, if
it ever gets built, is at the bottom of the heap.

And M. Conrie, you hit the nail right on the head
when you tal ked about the ranps. The Van Wck
Expressway i s choked to capacity; there is no way, no
way it could ever be increased, a ranp to that is
akin to the infanobus bridge to nowhere; it's not
gonna be built, nor will there be housing built; we
will have a 1.4 mllion square shoppi ng mall

The 2008 WIllets Point Plan was clear and
unanbi guous; it made no nention of a 1.4 mllion
square foot shopping nall at Cti Field. The
appl i cants now seek by virtue of the pending
application what they describe as a m nor change to
that Plan, a change sought to construct on a 23-acre
Wllets Point site, a parking area, which under
normal circunstances would be a mnor change; in a
nmonunent al | ack of transparency, the m nor change is
i ke the elephant in the back room a major change.

The reason for the parking lots is to
enable the Mets to nove their Cti Field parking lots
to Wllets Point and on the vacated Cti Field lots
construct a 1.4 mllion square foot shopping mall.

And you M. Weprin hit the nail on the head; when did
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that conme about? This billionaire devel oper accepted
the 2008 Plan that you all agreed to; it had nothing
to dowth amll; it was...this was concoct ed
afterwards. Wiy can't they just do the mall; that's
what they accepted; | nmean why da...ju...just the...the...
the...the Pl an?

[ chi me]

Now, let's also...[interpose]

CHAI RPERSON VPRI N.  Wap up quickly.

BEN HARBER. let's...| nean you...yeah...you
didn't get an answer fromthem you did not, because
this was cooked up with...with the Mayor, who deci ded
since they have the...the...the | ease, they're gonna
get this project. Furthernore, the fact that they
have a | ease does not exclude themfromthe
requi renents of ULURP. M/ house was built in 1937,
before there was ULURP; if |I want a | and change |
have to go through ULURP; they have to go through
ULURP and the Mayor says no, because he doesn't give
a dam about the law. So you have every right to
stop this; you should stop this; this is a flagrant
abuse of denocratic principles. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N:  Thank you,

M. Haber. Next gentlenman, Joe...[interpose]
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JOSEPH ARDI ZZONE: My nane...My nane is

Joseph Ardizzone; | live at Wl lets Point Boul evard;
I"'m 81 years of age; I've lived there all ny life;
that's nunber one. Nunber two, | think anyone that

takes park land fromchildren is neither...if he's a
man, if...if he's...if...if he's a male he's not a man
and if it's a woman, she's not a nother. | think
it's disgraceful that they're able to do that to the
people of Wllets Point. Nunmber two, as far as the
taxes in New York Cty, they're kinda high; any

devel oper that wants to develop that |and up and for
the...for the gentlenen that were here at the table
bef ore you, the taxes are too high in New York GCty;
they can't get a low bid; they' re gonna give this to
a low bidder. 1In fact, they're gonna turn around and
just give to the union representatives that were up
here; they're just gonna give them a donation towards
t he pension fund; the pension fund is gonna be sold
off. At the end, when the person has to retire he's
gonna go with a pension fund; he's gonna say, where's
nmy pension? They're gonna point to the guy that
bought the fund. He's gonna turn around and tell 'em
sorry fellas, no nore pension. Wy? Uh, we nade bad

I nvestnents; we have no noney for you, period.
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And that's one of ny biggest fears of
all; they're not gonna get anynore from New York
City. They put a sewer line in that area right now
on 126th street; it went to a Jersey firm they were
the | owest bidder. So there you go. There's not
gonna be no work for New York City, you could forget
about that. [interpose]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Alright, that's...

JOSEPH ARDI ZZONE: And as far as the
wor kers go, they're gonna have their own things when
they build this stuff and it's all gonna be they
t hensel ves to nmake noney.

CHAI RPERSON VPRI N:  Ckay.

JOSEPH ARDI ZZONE: And as far as anything
el se goes, | think this is a total horror for themto
put all these people out of work that can't support
their famlies; we right now have people in a one-
famly house; they've got three famlies in that one-
famly honme; | think that's a shanme. | think the
peopl es worry...better worry about the peopl e of
Wllets Point; whether they work or not...[chinge]...

[ crosstal K]
CHAI RPERSON VPRI N:  Thank you, sir.

JOSEPH ARDI ZZONE: Thank you.
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CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N:  Thank you.

HENRY EULER. M name is Henry Euler; |I'm
First Vice President of the Auburndal e | nprovenent
Associ ation; ny organi zati on represents al nost 600
famlies in the Auburndal e section of Flushing and in
west ern Baysi de.

We support our friends in the Save
FI ushi ng Meadows- Corona Park coalition and al so
Wllets Point United, also New York Parks Advocat es;
we do not want to see park land alienated fromthe
peopl e.

Park land is very special, it belongs to
t he people and we oppose the WIllets Wst project, as
wel|l as the projects of the extension of the tennis
stadi um and t he proposed soccer stadium They al
i nvol ve taking away park |land fromthe people. You
woul d never, never see this done at Central Park in
Manhattan, nor in Prospect Park in Brooklyn and it
shoul d not be done to our flagship park in Queens.

W al so believe that Flushing Meadows-
Corona Park should be | andmarked, just as Centra
Park is | andmarked and Prospect Park is |andmarked.

It should be protected for the use of the people.
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We al so object to the...these projects
because of the inpact on the small businesses in the
area, as well as the traffic problens that it wll
present to the nei ghborhoods in the area.

So for that reason we oppose the projects
that will take away the park |Iand and we do not want
to see that happen, we wanna see park | and continue
to be maintained and to be properly funded by the
City. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Thank you.

M. Singh.

HARBACHAN SI NGH:  Thank you. M/ nane is
Har bachan Singh and | amthe Executive Vice President
of the Queens City Congress.

In the absence of our president 1'd like
to provide our testinony as per the attached
docunent, which as just been submtted.

In brief, we are totally against the
granting of approval of the project and we have
stated our reasons very clearly. This land grab is
an unconsci onabl e alienation of public park |and
whi ch cannot reasonably be expected to be restored,
even in the future, due to the pernanent nature of

the structures proposed thereon.
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The Queens City Congress has in the past
consi stently opposed comrerci al devel opnment in the
park. The parking |l ots surrounding the stadi um
presently sit on park |land and any change in use
shoul d be subject to alienation requirenents. The
mall will destroy, through conpetition, hundreds of
near by nom and pop shops.

QCC, the Queens City Congress therefore
requests that the Conmitted take into consideration
all the various reasons given by us and the other
obj ectors and reject the application to build at
Wl lets Point.

The Queens City Congress has been active
with the Flushing Meadows- Corona Park Conservancy;
the Fairness Coalition of Queens, Save Flushing
Meadows- Corona Park and the New York City Parks
Advocat es over the past several nonths to help ensure
that the park remains available to the nunerous
communities in nearby Queens. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Thank you,

M. Singh. M. Conrie; you have any questions?

COUNCI L MEMBER COMRI E:  Just wanna t hank
the panel for comng and testifying and also to

acknowl edge M. Haber, who's been a prolific advocate
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for many issues in Queens; |'ve enjoyed readi ng your
articles also. Thank you. Thank you, panel.

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N:  Thank you. Thank
you all very mnuch.

Now a panel in favor; first fromthe
Queens Chanber of Comerce, Jack Friedman. Now, is
there a Jack Friedman fromthe League of Conservation
Voters as well? Cone on up Jack Friedman. Jack
Fri edman, neet Jack Friedman. Aditi Sen [phonetic]
from 32BJ, Maryann Rosa, from New York Central Labor
Counci |, James Buva [ phonetic] from Local 3. Bua...
right, Bua. Sorry.

How nmany have | got out of those?

M . Haber, nice to neet you.

And then, do we have five? | have it
here if we need nore; hold on. How many are you?
Four or five? 'Kay. Alright; |I'mgonna have to
bring up the next...one of the last three or four...
Alright, 1'Il bring the |ast ones | ater, next panel;
| apol ogi ze.

Had you net before?

JACK FRI EDVAN: W just net.
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CHAI RPERSON VPRI N:  Thought it was a

m stake; | wasn't sure. Ckay, who wants to start?
Anyone not named Friedman; | don't know.
JI MW BUA: Ckay, I'll start.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N: Go ahead Local 3.
Yeah, uh...

JI MW BUA: Ckay; how s that?

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N Yeah.

JIMW BUA: Jimmy Bua; |'m a business rep
for Local 3, that's the electricians in New York
City; ny task is the Borough of Queens.

| don't wanna repeat what the Building
and Trades man before ne had said about the union
jobs that's gonna be created; the pernmanent jobs that
are gonna be created; | nmean that's all fact and
that's all in the testinony already. |If you just
drive through Queens now and you see the underground
econony that is goin" on with all the construction
that's happening in Queens, it's a shanme and to
finally have a reputabl e devel oper cone in and
prom se union jobs, good paying union jobs, you know,
| think that alone will trickle down |ike the...
trickle down into the econony and it's a no-brainer;

I mean the nore noney that cones into the people
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livin' there and workin' there the nore noney they
spend; nore taxes get made, or get paid, | should say
and it's uh...you know, it...it's a no-brainer and I'm
hopi n" that the Council votes for this and we get
this done as fast as we can.

For the last 8 years many of ny nenbers
have been unenpl oyed for |long stretches of tine; sone
of them over a year and ot her nenbers have been
furl oughed for 3 or 4 nonths at a tinme and as
M. Weprin knows, we have a |ot of other nenbers that
live just in that area; we have our El ectchester
conplex there and I'massured that if this project
goes nmany of those people that live in that conpl ex
will be workin' on this project and | hope we have
your vote with this. Thank you

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N:  Thank you, sir.

ADI TI SEN. Good afternoon, ny nane is
Aditi Sen and |'m here from SEIU Local 32BJ. Thank
you for giving ne the opportunity to testify today.

|"m here to express Service Enpl oyees
I nternational Union Local 32BJ's support for the
proposal Wllets Point Project. SEIU Local 32BJ
represents 70,000 janitors, doormen and security

officers who live and work in New York City.
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The Queens Devel opnent G oup, conprised
of Rel ated Conpanies and Sterling Equities wll
devel op a nodern m xed-use nei ghborhood that wl |
concl ude new comerci al anenities, m xed-incomne
housi ng, increased open space and entertai nnment
facility.

We know that the cost of living is
continuing to rise in New York City and unenpl oynent
remai ns at a stubborn 8.3 percent, which is well
above the national average. Wth so nmany working
peopl e struggling just to get by we need to do
everything we can to create the good jobs and
af f ordabl e housing that allows New Yorkers to live,
raise famlies and thrive in our city.

Thi s proposed project will bring
envi ronnental cleanup, a hotel and 1.4 mllion square
foot retail and entertainment center to the area. On
top of that it is projected to create 2,500 new
housi ng units, 35 percent of themaffordable. |[If the
project is successfully conpleted it will create over
7,000 permanent jobs; this includes many buil ding
service jobs, ranging fromw ndow cl eaners,
superintendents to mai ntenance workers and porters

that all pay good wages and health and retirenent
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benefits. Jobs with good wages and benefits help
wor kers rise out of poverty and provide a nuch needed
boost to the |ocal econony; however, severa
devel opers in the City no longer commt to that, so
it's really a pleasure to have Related and Sterling
Equities commit to that for this project.

So for these reasons we support the

redevel opnent of WIllets Point. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Thank you, right on

MARYANN ROSA: Good afternoon, ny nane is
Maryann Rosa and |'m here on behal f of the New York
City Central Labor Council, AFL-CIO  Thank you for
allowing ne to speak today in support of the
redevel opnent of WIlets Point.

The New York City Central Labor Counci
represents over 300 unions, including 1.3 mllion
workers. We firmy believe in responsible economc
devel opnent and we | ook forward to working with
devel opers to create good jobs and opportunities for
those in or aspiring to join the mddle class. And
whil e the Queens Devel opnent Group is commtted to
creating good jobs, the project also provides much

nore for the Queens community.
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It is not only creating thousands of
uni on construction jobs and pernmanent |iving wage
jobs; it also creating a m xed-use comunity that
will require other types of jobs in order to be
vi abl e. Housing, retail, a school; a supernarket are
all key elenments of what will eventually becone the
new Wl |l ets Point.

Qur nenbers, who include teachers,
bakers, truck drivers, grocery workers and so nany
ot her professions, will be benefit fromthe
opportunities this new nei ghborhood will create.
This is the kind of project this area has needed for
so long; one that will help solve the environnental
bl i ght that has stood in the way of a rea
nei ghbor hood cropping up and create the kinds of jobs
that remain badly needed 5 years after the great
recessi on.

The project will create thousands of
construction jobs that pay outstandi ng wages and
t housands of post-construction jobs that will provide
living wages and ot her benefits.

In short, this is a devel opment that wll
make a difference and positively alter the lives of

New Yor k's working nmen and wonen; it's going to
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create an econom c engi ne that enhances Queens. W
strongly support the proposed plan to redevel op
Wllets Point. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N Thank you very nuch.
M. Friedman, the younger.

JACK FRI EDMAN:  Good afternoon M. Chair
and ot her nmenbers of the Subcommttee. M nane is
Jack Friedman; |I'mhere to represent the New York
League of Conservation Voters, a statew de
envi ronnental organi zation. W have over 15,000
menbers in New York City, including many in the
Bor ough of Queens.

Expandi ng wat erfront access, inproving
recreational opportunities and rehabilitation
brownfi el ds are anong the League's top priorities,
not only in New York City, but across our State. The
redevel opnent of Wllets Point is in line with al
three of these environnental priorities.

First is the issue of waterfront access.
For far too | ong Flushing Bay and Fl ushing Ri ver have
been highly polluted and are all but inaccessible to
the public. Many of our nenbers kayak and recreate

in the waters of Queens and this project will help to
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transformthese negl ected waterways and finally allow
the public to enjoy them

Closely related to waterfront access is
the issue of open space. Despite its proximty to
downt own Fl ushi ng and Corona, WIllets Point is
currently a no-go zone for the I ocal community. The
public parks in Corona and Flushing are highly
utilized and far too few in nunber, as anyone in this
roomcould attest. The addition of open space in
this congested area certainly won't attract a benefit
of the redevel opnent plan.

Finally, Wllets Point is a |large
brownfield site that frankly shoul d have been cl eaned
up years ago; w despread petrol eum contam nati on,
wi th additional potential contam nation from paints,
cl eani ng sol vents and autonotive fluids have been
wel | -docunented. The sinple fact of the matter is
that every day that contamnation is allowed to sit
in the soil and that ground water is another day...and
t hat ground wat er another day at Flushing Creek and
Fl ushing Bay are nade worse. Redevel opnent projects
like this are absolutely essential to address the
pollution that threatens our environnent, as well as

the health of |ocal residents.
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Thank you very nuch for your tine today
and for affording us this opportunity to speak.

Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Thank you. It's
like to tell the truth, right; will the real Jack
Fri edman pl ease...[interpose]

JACK FRI EDVAN: Besi des the age
difference, there's a font size difference as well.
Happy Anniversary.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify
today; ny nanme is Jack Friedman, too, and | amthe
Executive Director of the Queens Chanber of Comrerce.

As the City Council considers the Wllets
Poi nt redevel opnent, it's inportant that counci
menbers understand just how significant this
particular project is for the entire Queens econony.

By redevel opi ng 23 acres of contam nated | and through

a $3 billion private investnent, the Queens
Devel opment Group will transformWIllets Point into a
vi brant m xed-use nei ghborhood that will bring a

fl ood of jobs and econom c activity to the comunity,
a community which is not seeing econom c devel opnent

now.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SUBCOW TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 229

The positive inpact of the project wll
extend from Fl ushing and Corona to all nei ghborhoods
of the Borough, 7,100 pernmanent new jobs; over 12,000
construction jobs will be created. Hotel workers
wi |l be unionized; be paid a living wage, buil ding
wor kers, security guards will be paid the City's
prevailing wage and many of these workers will shop
at | ocal Queens businesses, further stinmulating
activity in the area.

The new retail at Wllets Point will also
hel p Queens retain sone of the billions of dollars in
spending the City now | oses to the suburbs, including
approximately $1 mllion in grocery sal es al one.

The hotel entertainnent aspects of the
project will attract visitors who will spend noney at
| ocal busi nesses and patroni ze the Borough's cultura
attractions. And as you know, tourism and
hospitality is a major focus of the Queens Chanber of
Commerce, and pl ease downl oad our new app,

t hi si squeens. com

And the creation of affordable, market

rate housing will add additional diversity and

econonic activity to the nei ghborhood.
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We cannot afford to squander this
opportunity to revitalize Wllets Point; | wanna nake
sure the Councilwoman is happy; |'m hoping you wll
join nme in supporting this redevel opnent plan. Thank
you very much

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Thank you. Wat was
that site for getting the Queens app agai n?

JACK FRI EDVAN:  Thi si squeens. com

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N Thi si squeens. com
Ckay, | wanted to nake sure you got your conmercia
in.

JACK FRI EDVAN. There you go.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRIN: M. Friedman, let ne
ask you a question, 'cause you were very vocal during
the tinme of developing WIllets Point, during the RFP
process of putting...you had a | ot of big ideas, |
remenber you tal ked about a convention center, you
even tal ked about hockey teans; a |lot of different
i deas for there, hotels and housing and...this was not
one of the things | ever heard you tal k about, about
putting a mall or a shopping center on...on the
parking lot at Cti Field; you know, how do you... how

do you feel about this...this project and how does it
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conpare to other things that you had envisioned when
t he 2008 rezoni ng went in?

JACK FRIEDVAN:  So originally we were
di scussing the 62 acres at Wllets Point and we had
advocated strongly for a convention center; we stil
have 40 acres at Wllets Point to play with and we're
hopi ng at sonme point in the future, should the State
have tabl e gam ng, we could | ook at other things, we
can | ook at convention centers, we can | ook at other
types of economic activity...

CHAI RPERSON VEPRI N:  Uhm hm

JACK FRI EDVAN:  but for now this is
what's on the table. So for us to oppose any project
whi ch creates good, well-paying jobs, which is gonna
stinmulate the econony, which is gonna create
opportunities for other businesses, wuld be foolish
on our behalves. So while we didn't get everything
that we wanted, nobody ever does, we're very
satisfied what's on the table now

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  And t he nenbers of
t he Chanbers are happy with this Plan, they think
it's gonna be a good econoni c engine for the County?

JACK FRI EDMAN:  Yeah, certain nenbers of

t he Chanbers...[interpose]
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CHAI RPERSON WEPRIN.  City.

JACK FRI EDVAN:  still want that
convention center first and forenost...

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Ri ght.

JACK FRIEDVAN: it's just not in the
cards for right now Stand-al one convention centers
really don't do well; we need to have some sort of
anchor that goes along with it. But I wll tell you
that hospitality and tourism Queens is desperate for
a destination area, so whether the destination area
iIs to inprove tennis center, new Citi Field or this
entertai nnent center at Wllets Point, | think all of
these add to what Queens is tryin' to do, whichis to
keep those tourists who cone in through Kennedy and
LaGuardia Airports...

CHAI RPERSON VEPRI N Uhm hm

JACK FRI EDMAN: as the Council wonman
noted, LaGuardia's a quarter-mle away; we need to
get those people here and shopping here in Queens,
spendi ng their noney in Queens and that way we'll be
enpl oyi ng people in Queens.

CHAI RPERSON VEPRI N Ckay. A power -

hitting outfielder would help get us a few nore
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peopl e al so, but that's another story. [1'd like to
call on...[crosstalk]

JACK FRI EDVAN: A nutual thought.

CHAlI RPERSON VPRI N:  Counci | Menber
Ferreras, who has sone questions.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Thank you to
the panel. Jack, can you speak a little bit to the
smal | busi ness corridor al ong Roosevelt Avenue,
'cause we've al so, you know, had very...various
conversations with the developer in which ny priority
Is also to ensure that we not weaken the existing
fabric of Roosevelt Avenue, understanding that there
is a need for greater organi zation of the small
busi nesses along the corridor. And as a chanber, |
know we' ve been in many tal ks, but are there other
opportunities that you see down the road where we can
continue to support the small businesses al ong the
corridor?

JACK FRIEDVAN: So as you're well aware
we have been very, very active in the expansion of
the bid, the 82nd Street bid all along the corridor
of Roosevelt Avenue, from82nd Street all the way to

114t h Street and the Chanber has i nvested hundreds of
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hours of our personnel tinme going into these
busi nesses and explaining to them..

[ backgr ound noi se]

JACK FRI EDVAN: excuse ne...just how
i mpor ...[ crosstal K]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Not ne; | have no
I dea what it was.

JACK FRI EDVAN:  just how inportant it is
to organi ze, especially at this tinme. W are very,
very concerned about current businesses al ong that
corridor, the businesses in Corona, in El nhurst, in
Jackson Heights; in East El mhurst and we wanna nake
sure that whatever happens with the nmall is not going
to have a negative inpact on those small | oca
busi nesses.

We think in many ways that by having the
mall it will actually attract new shoppers to the
area. Just like the U S. Open, we've spent a great
deal of tinme and a great deal of noney and effort
maki ng sure the people who cone to the U S. Open
spend their noney in Queens restaurants, in Corona or
i n Jackson Heights and El mhurst, exploring the
di verse culture of Queens and really enjoying the

food fromaround the world that Queens has to offer.
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W think this is another opportunity for snal
busi nesses. Yes, conpetition can be healthy and as
long as they're all on the sane playing field; a |ot
of these small businesses |ike are niche businesses,
a lot of themare ethnic businesses, a |ot of them
are restaurants and nost of the types of businesses
we see along the corridor of Roosevelt Avenue are not
gonna be replicated within a mall environnent. So we
think that both areas will benefit from each other
and will feed off each other and we're gonna conti nue
to work with your office, with Seth Taylor's 82nd
Street bid, to make sure that this bid expansion,
from82nd to 114th Street does becone a reality.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N: M. Conrti e.

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRI E: ' Kay. The other
malls in Queens; do they have...what are their vacancy
rates or turnover rates; do you have an idea of it
and how do you think that this mall can position
itself so that it can be a destination |ocation?

JACK FRI EDVAN: Sure. So the biggest
mal | and the closest nmall is the Queens Center Mall
whi ch per capita, per square foot capita is actually
the busiest mall in the entire country. There's nore

noney spent on a per capita per square foot basis in
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Queens Center Mall than anywhere el se. And we spoke
to Macerich before we took a position on this mall to
see how they felt it was going to affect them They
have no concerns about this. And you know, ny
i mredi ate thing was, that doesn't nmake a | ot of
sense, they're so close, but they absolutely believe
and we' ve spoken to people very high up in the
organi zation; that this is something that will not
have a detrinmental affect and will actually attract
new custoners to the Queens environnent.

So our bigger conpetitors are really not
so rmuch other Queens malls, it's the Roosevelt Fields
and the malls fromother parts of the area that are
not within the boundaries of New York City. In
Queens we really have no other mall that conpetes
i ke a Queens Center, which can conpete on this
scale. So as long as Macerich is happy and the
peopl e there, we have no reason to believe
differently.

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRI E: Do you think
there's enough transportati on access? The difference
bet ween Queens Center Mall and this nmall is that
there are two subway lines that stop right within the

Queens Center Mall footprint...[interpose]
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JACK FRI EDVAN:  Ye...

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRI E: or you can wal k
fromthe center...walk fromthe subway, you know, and
right into the mall.

JACK FRI EDMAN:.  Yeah, Queen Center has
great transportation; there's no doubt, there's bus
service and there's subway service, but Wllets
Point, as we advocated, when were talkin' about a
convention center, has great access as wel| because
we have the railroad, we have the subway and we have
the bus service. So will other inprovenents have to
be made? Well we're tal king about things |ike, the
opening of the Prince Street Station in Flushing and
tal k of possibly opening up a Long Island Railroad
Station in Elmhurst. | think there are other
conversations that are going al ong simultaneously
that we need to inprove intra-Queens transit as a
general rule anyway. |If you would tell me that the
mal | was gonna open tonorrow, are we ready today, and
actually the answer is yes, | do believe that we have
the infrastructure set aside; |I know when we talk
about the Long Island Railroad having only two tracks
avai l able along this area at night, | notice there is

a third unused track; | was curious whet her that
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coul d be activated. So | think that we have to
di scuss ot her ways of people getting there, but you
do have great access fromthe 7, it does connect at
74th Street to the E and the F and the R and | think
that the Long Island Railroad and possible talks with
the MIA to reduce the fair, because | was so angry on
Sunday ni ght when I found out to go to Flushing to
Wllets Point is the same price as going from
Flushing to Penn Station. Sonething has to be done
wWith the zones to nmake it a little bit nore equitable
to intra-Queens transit on the Long Island Railroad.

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRI E:  And have you seen
a...have... have you...you' ve | ooked...excuse nme. Have
you | ooked at the need for the ranps and have you
opi ned an opinion on the timng to put the ranps in?

JACK FRI EDVAN: We really have not | ooked
at it that closely;, we understand it's a |ong
process; we understand it's a very necessary part of
the project, but I don't know enough about it to
speak about it.

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRIE:  Uhm hm  And you
tal ked earlier about nore people fromthe USTA going
to Queens restaurants; have you been able to track

that as yet?




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SUBCOWM TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 239

JACK FRIEDVAN: We will be able to track
it this year because of our new app, thisisqueens. dot
com but what we've gotten this year fromthe USTA
was the ability to have a ki osk; we gave out over
10, 000 brochures with over 50 restaurants al ong the
Roosevelt Avenue corridor, from Jackson Heights to
Fl ushing; we were able to use our phone app and
advertise our phone app, which advertises every
single restaurant in Queens by type of food, you know
the type of food you want. So | think that this
year, for the first tinme that's been just an
anecdotal kinda figure; we'll have sonme nore hard
figures after this U S. Open is over.

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRI E:  And don't you
t hi nk sone of those restaurants wouldn't m nd having
an opportunity to open either as kiosk at the mall or
as a mall restaurant as well and is there a project
that is hel ping themto nake that happen?

JACK FRI EDVAN:  So...so | ...1 don't know
the particulars yet; | think that there's probably an
option open for sone restaurants, restaurants |ike
Pio Pio which have nmultiple |ocations, which are
| arge. But ny guess says that nost of the snal

restaurants are not really nmall candidates; that's
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not the type of restaurants you see in Roosevelt
Field or in Queens Center. Wlether it be done on a
ki osk basis, possibly for bakeries and things |ike
that; I'mnot exactly sure what's gonna happen. But
I"mal so confident that just by being close enough to
the mall that people, when they cone to Queens and
they want to explore the diversity of our ethnic
cultures and the diversity of our food choices wll
go a few blocks away or a quarter-mle away to taste
great food from Col onbia, from Mexico, fromthe
Dom ni can Republic, from Ethiopia; from Egypt al
within just a few, you know, one subway stop

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRI E:  Thank you. Thank
you.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRIN:  1'd like to call on
Counci | Menber Ferreras again.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: | just...l just
wanted to share also with Chair Conrie that we're in
di scussions with the devel opers on all the
opportunities where we could have snmal |l busi nesses
represented within the mall and the food court is
one, since we're known for our diversity in culinary
opportunities and even food trucks and...and different

i nnovative ways that a lot of the immgrant famlies
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have devel oped organically in the nei ghborhood; how
do we translate them But the reality is, we also
want themto be sustainable, so that's another
opportunity for how..kind of thinking about business
plans and | don't wanna bring a business into the
mall it not be able to survive, so we're in those
conversati ons.

CHAl RPERSON WEPRI N:  Okay. Alright, well
t hank you all very nuch, even those named Friednman

Alright, I'd like to call up this
foll owi ng panel in opposition, Phil Konigsberg, back
from wherever you were, Janes Kol a [phonetic], Len
Mani ace, however | pronounce that, Marco Neira and
Sergio Aguirre. GCkay. Wat'd you say?

kay. Okay, we need nore water.

MALE VO CE: Modre water.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Okay. [ speaking
Spani sh]. Alright, whenever you're ready. No, not
for me so nuch; just them Ckay. |'m good.

MALE VO CE: [speaking Spani sh]

CHAI RPERSON VEPRIN: | ' m sorry? \Wenever
you' re ready; go ahead...[crosstal k]

JAMES KOLA: Sure, no problem we'll

start down this end. M nane is Janes Kola; | ama
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resident of Queens, a life-long denocrat and I
represent a Aurelio Arcabascio, who is running for
Queens Borough president in this year's election.

Wien we were made aware of the
affirmation of award to Sterling Properties and
Rel at ed Conpani es by the current Mayor and the
current Queens Borough president, we were |eft
questioni ng why; why was our park |and yet again
bei ng endangered for the benefit of the private
sector? Howis that the small businesses that have
been at Wllets Point still feel they are not being
fully heard as to their questions and concerns.

W believe that this project has had many
deceptions and many stated processes that have not
been adhered to and noreover, circunvented. It is
our request that you vote no and at |east wait for a
new mayor and new Queens Borough president to better
serve the people and the County of Queens. It wll
al so hold the next mayor and the next Queens Borough
presi dent accountabl e for any decisions and actions
taken rather than enpty adm nistrations that will no
| onger be in office.

Smal | business owners and residents of

Queens include our Hi spanic brothers and sisters that
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own and/or earn a living at many of the WIllets Point
busi nesses. Many denocrat and non-denocrat residents
are opposi ng the Queens County denocratic politica
machine that is trying to install their next Queens
Bor ough presi dent who frequently brags that her
mentor, colleague and rol e nodel was C aire Shul man,
who had been put up on that easel earlier before.

Vell if Mss Katz has Claire Shul man as a
rol e nodel, M ss Shul man was soneone who was hit
with, if nmenory serves, what was the | argest | obbying
fine in City history concerning Wllets Point.

Wth all of these things considered, it
is hard not to be fearful, again as a resident,
sonmeone who lives in Queens, that the public will get
taken advantage of here in this situation. Thank
you.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Thank you. Didn't
wanna rule you out'a order; | didn't know uh, what ny
role was on that one. But okay, thank you. Alright,
M. Koni gsberg.

PH L KONI GSBERG  Thank you. First |I'd
just like to say that it's great to be back for

havi ng public hearings in the nmain chanbers here and
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not across the street; |I've been comn' here for 25
years and it's great to be back.

l'"d like to just preface one thing; |'ve
been...1'ma nenber of Community Board 7, as well as
sonme ot her organi zations and I was on Board 7 five
years ago; when the Board approved it | was very
adamantly against it five years go; simlarly | was...
| voted agai nst the approval of this process at the
Community Board 7 | evel.

| would Iike to state though that
Counci Il man Conri e had nmenti oned sonethi ng about the
previ ous devel opers that were here earlier today; 1'd
just like to say that the joint venture, | consider
them very reputable, alnost |like a famly that are
here, but |I'm against the notion and clearly the CDC
continues to have the em nent domain on the table; |
was agai nst that five years ago; |'magainst it now
[...1 don't believe that any way should we have a mall
on public park land; if the area next...where Shea
Stadiumuse to stand, if that is not gonna be used in
a capacity now, it should be returned back to public
park | and and green areas as well.

And | would just |ike to say that we...|

bel i eve we had before ne...1 had to step out...we have
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people that are living here, Joe is the ori...you
know, [chinme] grew up his whole life in WIllets Point
and to basically tell himhe's gotta | eave when his
whol e life has been there, | think it's just...dead...
dead against that. Thank you. [interpose]

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N:  Thank you. Thank
you, Phil. Okay, next; pass the mc down and...

PH L KONl GSBERG Yeah. Here you go.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  They have their own
m c on the other side.

PH L KONl GSBERG  Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  State your nane for
the record pl ease.

LEN MANI ACE: Yes, Len Maniace; |I'ma
life-1ong Queens resident and Vice President of the
Jackson Hei ghts Beautification Goup, a group that
has been around for 25 years doing great things in
Jackson Hei ghts.

JHBG asks the City Council to deny this

application. The Plan before us today bares little

resenbl ance to the Wllets Point proposal approved in

2008. The main priority of that plan was housing;

this is not that proposal.
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Unlike the Wllets Point Plan, this one
calls for building a 1.4 nmllion square foot shopping
mall; this is not some mnor cosnetic change to the
original plan.

That shopping mall would be built atop 30
acres of New York City park land, |and |ong protected
by public policy and usually subject to acre for acre
repl acenent. Interestingly, no such replacenent is
bei ng tal ked about here.

The original plan called for affordable
housi ng to nake up 35 percent of the approximately
5,500 new housing units, but under this plan housing
is relegated to Phase 2 and the affordable housing is
not schedul ed for conpletion until the distant date
of 2030 or later. \What's nore, the housing is
conti ngent on the hugely expansive construction of
new Van Wck Expressway ranps, sonething that neither
the Gty nor the devel opers are obligated to build.

There are other reasons for the City
Council to vote no. The people of Queens do not want
this. Community Board voted 30-1 against it.
Community Board 7 initially voted against it, but in
a do-over vote approved the plan by 20-18, even

allowing for the do-over...[chine] |I'm al nost
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finished...the conbi ned vote was 48 opposed, 23 in
favor, clear conmmunity opposition. Wat's nore, the
Queens Civic Congress, which represents 100 pl us
ci vic associ ations, opposes the plan, calling it an
unjustified, unnecessary and i nexcusabl e abuse of the
City's | and use powers.

"' mjust gonna skip down here. The 1961
| egislation that the nmega nmall application is
predi cated upon is wishful thinking. A letter by the
Urban Justice Center notes the mall is not authorized
by that anendnent. WIllets Point Wst will create a
traffic nightmare, bringing an additional 108, 000
vehicle trips, well beyond the capacities of highways
and side streets. And it's interesting to note that
of all the solutions to...[interpose]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRIN:  Alright, 1...1 gotta
cut you off, because uh I...you're...you're a little
over the time, so if you wanna give ne one nore
sentence, that's okay.

LEN MANI ACE: Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  But interesting to
note; we can't go to...[interpose]

LEN MANI ACE: that..that...of all the

solutions that we've heard to deal with traffic,
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whether it's Wllets Point, WIllets Point Wst or
LaGuardia Airport, all of these solutions are auto-
related; no transit-related. So in effect, this
devel opnent and the mtigating facts...the mtigation
that's being proposed puts us back in the 1960's, the
auto-orient of 1960's and not the environnental
sust ai nabl e 2010's. Pl ease do the right thing and
deny this application.

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N:  Thank you.
Gent | enen.

MARCO ONEI DA: [ speaki ng Spanish]. M
nane is Marco Neira; |I'mthe presi...[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Can you guys
gi ve ne one second?

MARCO NEI RA:  Sure.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: You can testify
in English [speaking Spanish]?

MARCO NEI RA: | can, [speaking Spanish].

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: [ speaki ng
Spani sh] ...[i nt er pose]

MARCO NEI RA: [ speaki ng Spani sh]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: [ speaki ng
Spani sh] ...[i nt er pose]

MARCO NEI RA:  Ckay.
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COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: [ speaki ng
Spani sh]

MARCO NEI RA:  Ckay.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: [ speaki ng
Spani sh] [interpose]

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N Yeah, barely.

MARCO NEI RA: Ckay, so...uh...uh...
[ crosstal K]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: (kay, whatever...
[ nterpose]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N: I ...1 prefer English;
" mjust sayin'...[crosstalKk]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: and for those
of you that are chall enged...

CHAlI RPERSON WEPRIN:  'cause | don't know,

uh...

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: those of ...those
of you that are linguistically challenged, |I'm
giving...l"masking themto testify in whatever

| anguage they're confortable; it would be translated
in the transcript and we actually all speak Spani sh,
so...[interpose]

MARCO NEI RA:  Ckay.
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COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: we're gonna be
right with you...[interpose]

MARCO NEI RA: [ speaki ng Spani sh]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: [ speaki ng
Spani sh]

MARCO NEI RA: [ speaki ng Spani sh]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N: [ speaki ng Spani sh]

SERGA O AGUI RRE: [ speaki ng Spani sh] ...
[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS:. [speaking
Spani sh]

SERG O AGUI RRE: [ speaki ng Spani sh]

CHAI RPERSON VPRI N: [ speaki ng Spani sh]

[ appl ause]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: [ speaki ng
Spani sh], so we're gonna have to hold our appl ause.
But | just wanted to...for those of you that are here
that won't be able to hear the translation, the first
testi nony was specifically about the relocation and
the fact that they have in good faith had constant
conversations with the Gty and that to not have a
plan at this stage is just not feasible and how can

they survive in this environnent; 1...you know and |
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under stand and we' ve been working together with the
co-op since 2009, which is what he testified to.

Also, this is the group that has put out,
since Friday, have been part of the hunger strike at
Wllets Point, so to have themhere testify today is
very inportant. They were part of many, nany, uh
what they call marching or raids by various Gty
agenci es that would conme and shut down their
busi nesses and we hel ped getting people out of jail
fromthe office, but also getting businesses to open
up their doors again. So he specifically asked that
we engage in these conversations and assure that they
can open their doors and survive el sewhere, because
it isreally not affordable to be able to nove from
Wllets Point and go into a different space, which is
what was brought up in earlier testinony with EDC

So | just wanna thank you for your
testinony. [speaking Spanish]

|"mjust asking themto please go back to
eating and | understand that you' re nmaking a very
strong statenent by your hunger strike; one of the
questions that you asked was that the schedul ed vote
be noved; we have done so and we're gonna be novi ng

it into alater date in Cctober so that we can
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conti nue these conversation. And | think that that
initself is a victory for our conversations and
negotiations, so | would hope that you return to
eating; | need strong people in this fight and you
are all very strong in this challenge and I need you
to be healthy. So | say that with ny present stage,
SO we've gotta do this together and I don't want you
to be hunger anynore. Ckay.

MARCO NEI RA: [ speaki ng Spani sh]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS:. Everybody.

CHAI RPERSON VPRI N:  Ckay. [speaking
Spani sh]. Thank you all. Thank you, Julissa.

Alright, I'"mnow gonna call up a panel in
favor. O the group, Thomas Gornoff [phonetic] from
the Carpenters Union, Mranda Nel son fromthe Hot el
Trades Council, Patrick...Patrick, |I can't read your
| ast nanme, from 164th Street, don't even know if
you're here, Alison Baia [phonetic] from New Yorkers
for Parks, and Jessica Wil ker, Partnership for New
York City.

Is Patrick here, nane | couldn't
pronounce, with a D. He mght've left. Again uhm..
think it's Donaghy, maybe, Patrick Donaghy, yeah; he

was in here in favor; it doesn't say his affiliation,
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but it has his address on 164th Street, so he was in
here favor; he mght have left. Let nme just call two
ot her people, as long as | have a |list here. Mranda
Nel son fromthe Hotel Trades Council. You are here,
okay. Call you twice? On. Pat Dol an we already
called. D d we call Maryann Rosa from Hotel ...from
Central Labor already? Brian Wangerman, fromthe
Steanfitters; he's still here, Brian? Brendon Sexton
was here, but he had to |l eave. Tommy al ready call ed.
Pat Purcell we already called. A lot of these are
repeats; that neans we pulled these out |ike 10
times. These are all called already.

Ckay. Alright; | guess it's the three of
you. And | understand people had to | eave, so
believe me, it's a long day, very long day. So
whenever you're ready, the three of you. Look a
little happier, you know, you don't | ook so happy.
The | ast people, you know made it so serious and you
know, so you've gotta, you know, be upbeat.
[interpose]

JESSI CA WALKER:  I'll do my best. |I'm
Jessica Wal ker, Vice President for Covernnment Affairs

at The Partnership for New York GCty.
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The Partnership represents the City's
busi ness | eadership and its | argest private sector
enpl oyers. After careful review of the Queens
Devel opnment Group's plan to clean up and redevel op
Wllets Point, The Partnership is confident that the
project will contribute imensely to the econonic
growt h of Queens and the entire city.

For decades Wl lets Point has sat as a
cont am nat ed wasteland in the Queens comunity,
stifling econom c opportunity. But today we have the
opportunity to take advantage of an unprecedented
plan to transformthis |ong-neglected area into a
vital borough asset.

The $3 billion private investnent for the
project is the | argest Queens has ever seen and it
will result in a wndfall of tax revenue, jobs and

comercial activity for the community. Mre than

$310 million in new tax revenue will be realized
during construction and another $150 million in new
tax revenue will be generated annually during

oper ati on.

| ndeed the project will generate 12,000
construction jobs and over 7,000 pernanent jobs for

| ocal residents. Hi gher enploynent rates throughout
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the borough will contribute to the strengthening of
the local econony. This project will also benefit
the adj oi ning comunities, including significant
envi ronnental and conmmunity benefits associated with
the revitalization of the Roosevelt Avenue corridor.

The devel opers, Rel ated Conpani es and
Sterling Equities are respected throughout the Gty
as industry | eaders and have a track record of
success in hel ping strengthen New York. The
Part nership strongly encourages the City Council to
support this plan to help transformone of the Cty's
bi ggest eyesores into a hub of sustainable econonic
growt h. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Sorry.

M RANDA NELSON:  Yeah.

CHAI RPERSON VPRI N: Ckay.

M RANDA NELSON: My nane is Mranda
Nel son and I'm a Research and Policy Analyst at the
New York Hotel and Mdtel Trades Council; we are the
uni on representing over 30,000 hotel workers in the
New York area. Thank you for the opportunity to
speak today about why the Hotel Trades Counci
ent husi astically supports the Plan to transform

WIllets Point.
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Over 1,000 of our nenbers live in
Fl ushi ng and Corona, the nei ghborhoods that will be
nost affected by the redevel opnent, so we have a
particul ar stake in that.

The vision being outlined today w ||l
fundanmental |y change Wllets Point for the better;
wi Il not only clean up an area that has suffered from
decades of contami nation, but wll create the kind of
housi ng and retail opportunities that will result in
a new nei ghborhood for mddle class New Yorkers. |t
will also create thousands of good jobs, nmany of
which will be in the hospitality industry.

As part of the Plan, the Queens
Devel opnment Group is going to build a 200-room hot el
al ong 126th Street, along with 30,000 square feet of
retail. W expect the hotel jobs to be quality and
m ddl e cl ass j obs.

Hotel workers in New York City have
fought over the years to change what tends to be | ow
wage, exploitative work into one of the best career
options for working class people in New York Cty.
Bei ng a hotel worker has beconme the kind of stable,

m ddl e cl ass occupation that is rare these days, with

good wages, quality health care and retirenent




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SUBCOW TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 257
security. But throughout New York these jobs are
bei ng threatened with the openi ng of hundreds of
non-uni on hotels where workers have to struggle to
make ends nmeet. Queens Devel opment Goup is bucking
that trend and we appreciate their stance for quality
j obs.

Beyond the hotel, the devel opers are
paying for a | ong overdue environnental cleanup that
will reverse decades of pollution and inprove area
wat erways. This wll pave the way for a nodern
m xed- use nei ghborhood with over 6 acres of new open
space, along with commercial retail and housing, new
school and recreational spaces.

The Wllets Point project is a win for
the area; it's going to create good union jobs, it's
going to create a new nei ghborhood and it's gonna

result in increased tax revenue for the GCty. Thank

you.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Thank you. Thank
you.

M RANDA NELSON:  You're wel cone.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Yes, sir.

THOMAS GORNCFF: Good afternoon; ny nane
Is Tom Gornoff, I'mhere on behalf of the New York
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City District Council of Carpenters out of Local 45,
which is based in Queens. W' re here today because...
[ crosstal K]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Ri ght...ri ght near by,
actually; we're...

THOVAS GORNOFF:  Huh?

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N: Right in Queens
Village, right?

THOMAS GORNCFF:  Yeah, right in Queens
Village, right on Hillside Avenue, right down the
bl ock.

W' re here today because of obviously the
Wl lets Point redevel opnent and creatin' jobs for al
nmenbers. As a lot of ny fellow tradesnen were here
and stated, you know this is a big project and we've
got a good guy behind it, so we're really hopin' that
it goes.

Projects like WIllets Point are what nmade
New York City what it is today; it's a city of
nei ghborhoods. |'mproud to say that carpenters
pl ayed a vital role in those nei ghborhoods and
hel pin' themflourish into comunities.

Wllets Point will create 12,000

construction jobs and pay good wages to well-trained
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prof essionals. By using union | abor the devel oper is
ensuring the construction site will operate at the
hi ghest | evel of safety and efficiency. But nore
i mportantly, the union |abor force will enable the
transformation of Wllets Point into one of New
York's newest communities. It will create affordable
housi n', schools, markets, retail centers, nmalls and
the el enents that nmake up a good nei ghbor hood.

A nei ghborhood built by the hands of
uni on workers and trades, like the New York Gty of
Carpenters, by backing this project you will help
this project another step closer to becomn' a
reality. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Thank you. There's
no te...Leroy; you okay? Alright, well thank you very
much; appreci ate your testinony.

"' m now gonna call on the next panel in
opposition. Tirso; is it Mer, fromSunrise. Ckay,
good. Javier Tonal a... Tomagl a [ phonetic], D na
Gutierrez, | think it says, Ranon Leon, is it? Aml
cl ose? CQustavo Peralta, Ivan Contreras, Philip
Littman [ phonetic]...how many does that give us, one,
two, three, four? GCh no, okay. Alright. Cone on

up; we'll...we'll...okay. Alright. Alright, well
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squeeze up a chair...pull up a white...did I...did | go

over? Wat? |I|..l1 did at the end, yeah. So a total...
sit on that white chair; uh we'll..we'll..we'l]
squeeze you into this panel; 1...1 was tryin' to get
overly... amglad you guys stuck around. So...who

wants to start? Sonewhere...let's just pick a start
and them nmake sure to state your name and we'll give
you testinmony. GCkay? Up front, sir. [interpose]

MALE VO CE: I n Spanish

CHAlI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Okay, [ speaking
Spani sh]. Hold on one second.

TIRSO M ER.  Speaki ng Spani sh, pl ease.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N: " Kay. Alright. No...
no problem go ahead. Ckay.

TIRSO M ER [ speaki ng Spani sh]
[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: [speaking
Spani sh]

TIRSO M ER: [ speaki ng Spani sh]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N [ speaki ng Spani sh].
Hol d on...[ speaki ng Spanish]. Julissa; do you just
wanna say, just quickly...give a quick overview?

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Sure. In his

testinony...again, these will all be translated in the
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transcript into English, but there is not a
significant relocation plan; they're urging the
Council and nyself to vote no. This pan seens raci st
and fairly nuch a joke for themto be able to
relocate with the plan that's currently established
and they'd like to all be relocated together.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N: [ speaki ng Spani sh] .

RAMON LEON: [ speaki ng Spani sh]
[interpose]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N: ' Kay. [ speaking
Spani sh]

RAMON LEON: [ speaki ng Spani sh]
[interpose]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N: ' Kay.

RAMON LEON: [ speaki ng Spani sh]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N [ speaki ng Spani sh].
Julissa; you wanna just quickly.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Yeah. So
basically he's saying that at the end of the day what
the Sunrise Cooperative nenbers are asking for is
respect, as they sit here and watch pictures of the
future plan there's no pictures of where they're
going to be relocated to; this is the fourth day of

the hunger strike and he finds nore peace at his
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shop, on the hunger strike than having to head hone
where he has no options and not being able to tel
his famly what the next steps are; how are they
gonna pay rent; how are they gonna survive; very
likely that his wife would | eave himover this. They
want to work, they want to work together; they' re not
trying to get rich fromthis and obviously they're
al so providing a service because they're not
repai ring $100, 000 cars, they're repairing every day
New Yor kers' cars, cars that are val ued between $3
and $15, 000, so that people can get back on the road.
So that M. Leon's testinony.

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N: ' Kay.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: De Leon.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N: [ speaki ng Spani sh].
Next .

GUSTAVO TUALUMBO. [ speaki ng Spani sh]
[ nterpose]

CHAlI RPERSON VPRI N: ' Kay.

GUSTAVO TUALUMBO. [ speaki ng Spani sh]
[ nterpose]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N: [ speaki ng Spani sh].
Jul i ssa.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N: [ speaki ng Spani sh]
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GUSTAVO TUALUMBO [ speaki ng Spani sh]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: (kay. So
M. CQustavo, Col unbo [phonetic]?

GUSTAVO TUALUMBO  Tual unbo.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS:  Tual unbo,
stated that he's been at Wllets Point; many of the
wor kers have been there for 20 plus years, their
children are getting older; their famlies are
dependi ng on their...how they sustain...or have al ways
sustained their famlies; many prom ses have been
made by this adm nistration and nothing has cone to
fruition. The workers are not the plague and they
shoul d be val ued nore; they should val ue the work
that's done at Wllets Point. And if we tal k about
the highly contamnated | and at Wllets Point,
they've had to endure the | ack of sewage and the |ack
or proper pickup and the |ack of street paving. So
this about being able to be valued and relocated to a
safe and decent pl ace.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Beautiful. 'Kay.
Proceed.

TAWNA:  Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N Oh yes.
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TAWNA:  Hi...good norning; |'m Tawna; |'m
tal kin' on behalf of all the famlies in Wllets
Poi nt and |'ve been protesting ever since | was a
little girl and I'm 16.

My parents have an auto body shop in
Wllets Point; the City has been trying to vacate al
of Wllets Point to nake a nore than a $1 mllion
project. M question is; why did the Gty not
i nvestigate and study Wllets Point really well?
There are nore than 2,000 workers whom have famlies
to mintain and I know this has been said so many
times, but | just wanna put that out there again.

The Gty didn't think about what will
happen to the famlies; the City thinks that Wllets
Poi nt doesn't | ook good next to Citi Field and next
to the tennis court or you know, it just |ooks Ilike,
| guess everyone thinks, a dunp, but.

Then; why didn't the City at least put in
sonme noney at Wllets Point to fix the roads. Two
weeks ago a custoner cane to ny dad's shop and he
told me, "Wy doesn't the City fix these roads?" He
said, "Even the roads in India are better than the
roads here."” You know what | told hin? | told him

"You know what; the Cty doesn't give a damm about
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Wllets Point," and you know what; in the Ecuador,
where ny parents are from the roads are even better
and it's really true; it's enbarrassing; it should be
an enbarrassnment to New York and the City for not
putting a dinme to fix those roads.

So you know, like we're in America and
how enbarrassing, this doesn't even happen in
Ecuador. The Gty should be enbarrassed and ny
nessage is; if you' re going to vacate us, vacate us
as a group, because we're not going anywhere. And
Julissa, help us; you told us in 2009 that you were
going to, you know, relocate us as a group and you
were going to fight until the end to rel ocate us, so
t hank you.

MARTHA JUALATUNA: [ speaki ng Spani sh]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: For many...
Martha is testifying on behalf of |iving...having
wor ked for many years at Wllets Point and the
interest and the inportance of conpensation; she has
three children; her daughter has been a part of this
advocacy work for many years, since she was very
young and it's really nore about the conpensation
part of it; how can they be rel ocated and not have

the accurate anpbunt of dollars to be able to
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rel ocated. She really testified that it's a very
passi onate issue for her; she doesn't feel that she
will have to relocate fromWIlets Point until there
IS a sustainable true plan. She's been to many
neeti ngs and she's heard many versions of what woul d
be a relocation; nothing concrete and in reality she
just wants to hear a final plan, a plan that makes
sense that can nove her and her colleagues to a
specific place that's out of Wllets, but also is
af f ordabl e and sustainable for the work...all the
workers at Wllets Point. [speaking Spanish],

Mart ha.

| VAN CONTRERAS: Thank you. Good
afternoon, ny nane is Ivan Contreras. First of all |
would |ike to thank you all for giving ne the
opportunity to express nyself on behalf of ny
coalition. 1'mthe Queens Housing Coalition
coordi nator; we...our mssion statenent is to protect
and actually advocate for the creation of nore
af f ordabl e housi ng, not just in Queens, but in every
part of New YorKk.

You know, when | see the presentation
that the devel opers of the joint venture always nake...

| always get elated by the way that they present it;
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it seens...they make it seemlike it's really a
project that is gonna work for everyone, but they
forgot to nmention sonething; it's Iike when you're
gonna buy a car and you don't read the small letters
right there. For exanple, they forgot to nention
that they were educated with the 23 acres of land for
just like $1; they just paid $1 for that. For
exanpl e, they forget to nmention that it's not any
critical or any realistic plan or option for the
smal | busi nesses that are having establishnents for
nore than 20 years at Wllets Point. For exanple,
they don't nention the idea that they' re gonna build
the biggest mall in New York w thout any regul ation
in park land. For exanple, to what ny...it's ny
concern they don't nmention that there is not any
| egal guarantee that affordable housing that actually
happen in this project.

You know, with...the people in favor,
you'l | say that affordable housing...the...the...when
the people in favor of this project just nentioned
t hat affordabl e housing's gonna happen right here,
make no m stake; we don't know that this is gonna
happen. | have been readed the 160-sonet hi ng pages

of the contract between the City and the devel opers
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and | don't see any bullet...any point that nentions
t hat affordabl e housing is gonna be built in this
area. But the contrary, a gentleman already said it,
I read that not even the Gty or the devel opers are
responsible to build the ranps, which are |ike
needed...or...or are...actually their...their excuse to
buil d the affordabl e housing; uhmwhen | ater on
Counci | Menber Julissa Ferreras was asking the Gty
about like if they got these witten in the contract
and actually the President of the EDC stated that it
Isin the contract; | didn't see it. | don't know if
sonet hi ng happened with the copy that | have; | don't
know if | mssed the page, but | didn't...1 have been
read the whole contract and | haven't seen anything
regardi ng the affordabl e housing or the | ega
comm tment for affordabl e housing right here.
Everything that we have is just verbal prom ses that
it's nothing. | mean imagine if you guys don't go to
work in the prom se that your boss have a comm t nent
to pay you, right; you guys go, 'cause you' ve got the
| egal guarantee on contract they're gonna pay you
every two weeks.

The other thing that | would like to

mention is that when...when | ...l have been |i ke
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monitor...[chinme] I'msorry; I'mjust gonna finish
ri ght now...l have been |ike, you know nonitoring

these projects since the beginning and I have been
in, you know resid...the neetings with the CB...CB7,
Queens Borough President, and | always have seen that
nost of the people or the mpjority of the people that
conmes to the public hearings are against this
project. You can see right here at this desk, this
is not gonna be the section; it's gonna be people
that are gonna talking |ike against this project nore
than in favor. And when | see the words that are
above you, that a government of the people; a
government is of the people by the people and for the
peopl e and the people don't want this project to
happen; what will you think? Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Thank you. Thank
you uhm..let's see; anyone el se testifying?
[ nterpose]

| VAN CONTRERAS: Uh...l'msorry; can | say
the last word...| got right here; | alnobst forgot to
mention that...600 petition signatures from people in
the community that have the origin of affordable
housi ng right now, not in 2026; right now.

[ nterpose]
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CHAI RPERSON VPRI N:  Sergeant of Arns
will take that. Sorry; | alnost forgot about you;
sorry 'bout that, uh...[interpose]

PH LIP LITTMAN. Onh that...that's alright.
My nane's Philip; I"'mfromFlushing; |I'ma custoner
actually; | have nothing to do with any of this, so |
figured as an outside bystander | can say, | ooking
in, it..it's disgraceful, [ooking at...at the project.
| think that we're forgetting about the people who
are working there. | nean for ne, as a custoner and
the thousands of other people in Queens, we really do
get great deals and thank you so nuch; |I'mone of a
few people in the world who can say |'ve got 10
friend mechanics, so | could go any place and get
things done for a tenth the price of what it normally
is with Wllets Point; this is actually a nationa
gem it's gonna...if it disappears it would be a
nati onal disgrace; it really is, it's terrible.

| don't...to repeat things that have been
sai d, because it's been...l1've been here since 9:00;
It's now 3:15, so what is that, 9, 10, 11, 12...6
hours and 15 mnutes...l'msorry Mss Ferreras, uhm
because you...you know you're pregnant...[l aughter] uhm

but ...so obviously |I'm gonna repeat things, but these
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are very inportant to me. Em nent domain; that's th
reason why it's a disgrace; we know eni nent donain i
to take land fromothers for public use; this is not
for public use, this is...it's the opposite of em nen
domain; it's taking Iand from one business and givin
it to a nore powerful business. | don't know if you
people are quite aware of that, but that's a very

di sgraceful thing; that's to ne the nost disgraceful
thing there is.

The other thing that's disgraceful is
that we're not taking care of the workers. The
peopl e...t hese people are gonna | ose their jobs, the
just will. You're not giving "eman alternative. |
| ooked online to see what land is available, you're
all tal king about |and; | saw 24,000 square feet;
there's not 63 acres. | mean at the very |east you
could take the 23, cut it in half, put "emon a
second floor, you know nake it go up instead of out,
but they have to be together. And |I suggest, highly
suggest that you cut this...this plan; it's just...it'
I mor al .

CHAI RPERSON VPRI N Thank you. Your ...
your name's Littman?

PH LIP LITTMAN. Philip Littman, yeah.

e
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CHAI RPERSON VPRI N Philip Littnman,

right. kay. Thank you. Alright. 1s there anyone
el se here to testify in favor of the project; did I
m ss anybody? Thought we call ed everybody. kay,
good. So now | have...l'msorry; | just have the pile
here; 1'm gonna call off nanes. You're excused.
Thank you all very nmuch. Sorry. [speaking Spanish].
Thank you for your testinony. And thank you
Ms. Ferreras for helping us translate, 'cause...|
know, | know, sorry about that. Alright, sone of
t hese m ght have already been called 'cause we had
sone doubl es, but Thelma Fell ows, Dina Cutierrez,
Shaylin [phonetic]...is it Keepan [phonetic]? She's
not here? And what about Jason? Ckay, and Jason,
both were here in opposition, Ri chard Polgar, Richard
Pol gar, Selvin Mran...| don't know...Selvin...oh that's
right, Sylvia. Gkay. Sylvia' s ny nother's nane, uh
from Sunrise Cooperative. No. Farzana Mdshood. No.
Alright, hold on; I'Il tell ya...just keep...keep goin'
here, okay? Alright, Ted De Barbieri, Sherif Sadek.
Ckay, good; we're gettin' close. Jame Sabeti.
kay, Jame's here. Ckay. Elena Conte. Elena's
still here. Yuki Endo. Was that a yes on that one?

Yuki ? Okay. Excellent. There's a seat there if you
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want or they can sit in their chair; doesn't...either
way it works.

Alright. Wy don't we leave it at these
si x and just...whoever wants to go first, | don't
know, |...1"mgonna |let you guys shoot it out. 'Kay.

TED DE BARBIERI: Alright. M nane's Ted
De Barbieri; I"'ma Senior Staff Attorney at the
Communi ty Devel opnent Project of Urban Justice
Center. Urban Justice Center has been representing
the Sunrise Co-op in the relocation efforts with the
Cty. Thank you so nmuch, Chair Weprin and Counci
Menber Ferreras, and especially for all your work in
the relocation and thanks so nmuch for your questions
earlier today in the hearing. | won't go back
through that, 1'Il just say; the relocation plan as
it isright nowis totally insufficient and it's been
wholly a failure; we heard earlier today that eight
busi nesses have been rel ocated; as of one nonth ago
it was only one and that was over five years.

| hear the criticisns that businesses
have to engage, but I'm working with 50 businesses
that have been engaging actively over three years and
unfortunately we're not at a point where we can

actually relocate anyone, which is | think a huge
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flaw in the Plan and we're in opposition to the Plan
for that particular reason.

"1l just also say in addition to U ban
Justice Center, Pratt Center had soneone here earlier
t oday whose al so submitting testinony in opposition,
so thanks so rmuch for your tine.

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N:  Thank you.

FARZANA MOSHOCD: My nane iS...ny nane is
...[interpose]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Cet close to the
m crophone, 'cause the sound is terrible in here. Go
ahead.

FARZANA MOSHOOD: My nane i s Farzana
Moshood; |'m from Queens Conmunity House and a nenber
of Queens Housi ng Coalition.

First I would like to thank you for
giving ne this opportunity, as a comunity organizer
who specializes in housing and tenant assistance; |'m
here today to raise for you the City's concerns that
both I and the hundreds of |ocal comunity residents
| have net with have about the proposed Wllets
Poi nts redevel opnent.

As a resident of Queens | want to see

devel opnent in Wllets Point, but if a plan is
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devel oped for mainly comrercial benefit, then I would
have to reconsider. WIllets Point current
devel opnent plan is centered on the profitability for
commerci al businesses, as a nmall is being proposed
for public land w thout thinking of the |oca
communi ty peopl e.

| think this plan should give priority to
the | ong-term devel opnent of the |ocal communities
and to pollution-free environnent.

Devel opers are tal king about the current
econom ¢ downturn and that the mall and parking | ot
will create jobs; the problemis that people are
losing their land, their environment and getting a
little back, but maybe m ni nrum wage w t hout any
benefits.

| noved to a residence in Queens; for ny
daily life |l use the 7 train every day. The trainis
overcrowded at the rush hour now, so it is nmy concern
that devel opnent will be the cause of huge traffic
and even nore overcrowded train.

Finally, the broader devel opment plan
agreed to with the EDC | ays out a plan for nuch
needed housi ng devel opnent, but 2025; this is way too

far off in the future and the disposal of the
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contract between the City and the devel oper clearly
all ow for ways that the devel oper could stop at only
a parking lot and a mall, leaving |ocal residents
with little that actually neets their own needs and
priorities. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N:  Thank you. Sir.
Yeah.

JAM E SABETI: Good afternoon M.
Chai rman...[ i nt er pose]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N You need the mc...
yeah, nake sure it's on please.

JAM E SABETI: Thank you. Good afternoon
M. Chairman, ny nanme Jani e Sabeti and |'m a business
owner ... [ I nt er pose]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRIN:  Little |ouder. You
have to go right to the mc and be | oud.

JAM E SABETI: Yes. M nane Jam e
Sabeti, I'mrepresenting sone other business; we have
|l egitimate business in this location. It just...
everyone hearing the news about EDC and HBD, how t hey
hel pi ng use, which is not true and we are not getting
correct treatnment, because all they did, HBD and EDC,
they hired an agency |ike Cornerstone and every ot her

day Cornerstone cones to our shop and bring us a




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SUBCOW TTEE ON ZONI NG AND FRANCHI SES 277
pi ece of paper like this and it's showi ng us that
there is a business sonewhere in mddle of nowhere in
residential area that...that business is available; go
talk to the owner and get the | ease and pay the rent
get settled. And that's the service we're getting
fromED...l" msorry, from Cornerstone. Wich another
thing they are doing is, they are offering couple of
t housand dollars for us to nove out of here and they
give us a deadline that we have to sign the paper in
order to get that couple of thousand dollars. But we
are not agree with this kinda...and because anot her
thing is; what | wanna nention here is, the
Counsel or, Mss Julissa Ferreras, she...back in 2009;
this is her sentence that she said, which | have it
here, is...she said, "I think it is the Cty's
responsibility to find these space and |I' m soneone
who's going to advocate for that and | fight for it
to ever end, because it's sonething that they
deserve.” And sane thing that she said just |ike
they did in Fulton Fish Market, they relocate them
and anot her sentence that she has, "You know in ny
heart believe that we need Wllets Point as the
entity to be relocated and it makes sense for our

community. So | think that they need to be
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relocated.” And | hope she will stand to the end and
she will fight to the end. And what we're asking
here, relocation as a group and we don't want
i ndividually to nove because as Counsel or she
expl ai ned how i nportant is we nove as a group, SO
that's what we're asking and we do not want any | oan,
because they are offering to give...can we give you a
| oan and we don't wanna have a | oan and all we asking
just another |ocation and we can, you know, provide
service. And also, we really wanna ask everyone help
us in this matter because we have no voice and no one
real ly cares about us. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Thank you very nuch.
Next pl ease.

THELMA FELLOWNS: Hello. M nane is
Thel ma Fellows and I'm from Fl ushi ng, Queens and |I'm
here to testify on behalf of the New York City Sierra
Cl ub.

The New York City Sierra C ub opposing
the sighting of a new shopping center in the Flushing
Meadows- Corona Park. The land in question, a space
bei ng used by the Mets for parking is classified as
public park space and the Mayor is trying to

circunvent the requirenent to alienate park |and
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through the State legislature by offering long-term
| eases to comercial interests. This treatnent of
public park space is not right. The sane thing has
happened at Danrosch Park by Lincoln Center, where
trees were chopped down and the signs of park
renoved; however, when the park signs went back up
when a suit was fil ed.

The New York Sierra Club believes that
the intrusiveness of a permanent structure on the
acreage intended for public recreation in Flushing
Meadows- Cor ona Park shoul d disqualify this proposed
shopping mall fromfurther consideration; this
facility could be | ocated el sewhere. The area has
been used by the Mets for parking and was never
i ntended for commercial use, other than to assist the
Shea Stadium and its operation.

According to a journalist, Patrick Arden,
as recently as 2001, New York's highest court rul ed
park | and cannot be taken, even for tenporary use
wi thout an explicit act of alienation passed by the
State | egislature and approved by the Governor.

And on behalf of the New York City Sierra
Club I thank you for accepting the testinony and

t hank you for your tine.
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CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N Thank you very mnuch.
Sir, whenever you're ready. You just gotta get the
m c near you.

SHERI F SADEK: Thank you. Thank you for
ask...well, let's start with ny name. M nane is
Sherif Sadek, | live in Jackson Heights, Queens; |'m
a director of afilmcalled "From Queens to Cairo."

I wanted to thank you for asking the tough questions
t oday.

Fromwhat |'ve heard today, it sounds
like this project is a total nightmare. Wth that
being said, | would |ike you to consider destroying
Central Park instead of Flushing Meadows. Think
about the headache you will save people; they won't
have to make that very |ong and al ready congested
trek to eastern Queens when they can never have to
| eave the island. As we've heard, there seens to be
congestion problens with this proposal.

| f you think ny proposal is silly, then
the feeling is nutual, since that's what | think of
t he devel oper's proposal to destroy ny park | and.

Pl ease keep in mnd that two conmunity boards that
are adjacent to the proposed sites, nearly tw ce as

many board nenbers have rejected this farce.
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| urge you to listen to the |ocals’
concerns rather than the devel oper's concerns and to
answer the question that was raised earlier about
whet her there is enough shopping in Queens. The
answer is yes, but you'd only really know that if you
actually live and work in Queens.

|"ve never heard of a mall being a
destination, maybe in M nnesota, but not in New York
City. No mall, no way. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Thank you and t hank
you for being brief; | appreciate that.

SHERI F SADEK: That was for you

CHAI RPERSON VPRI N: [l augh] Thank you.
Just make sure you sit up. Ckay, great.

YUKI ENDG M nane is Yuki Endo and
oppose...proposal uh to build a shopping nmall next to
Citi Field, expansion of the Aussie Nit tennis
St adi um and the soccer stadium plan. Flushing
Meadows Park is our inportant lifeline for every
vi siting anonynous inspect in the borough; it is
I nportant for our conmmunity where all ethnic cultures
cone together for a single day...New York and Hong
Kong driven festival. This a shopping nmall in

St adi um poi nt, Hunts point proceed, because if you
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mx with a shopping mall, U S. Open, New York Knicks
traffic there will be major headache. Like in Mssle
Field no | think the shoppi ng season when |ots of us
i n buses get stuck in heavy shopping traffic. There
are no needs for shopping mall because we al ready
have Great North such as Rego Park shopping center
and shopping malls in Queens and Long Island. For
exanple, if the City try to expand Shakespeare Center
in Center Park, | can assure Center Park notice you
go and put this into strike agai nst expensive for the
pur pose. The New York City not only our public
apartnent such as Fl ushi ng Meadow Park [chine] our
public libraries, hospitals, Five Points building
because we only can support borough. But to tell what
| don't want Krispy Kreamin New York. A public
apartnents in apartnment building is a nationa
treasure for everyone, Flushing Meadows is an
i nportant a place where people could relax and enjoy
outside activity and al so where peopl e has access to
comput er, books and can research infornmation on
Fl ushi ng Meadow Park. | never have found an invite
into an organi zati on such as Fl ushi ng Meadow Par k for

the nature and uni que organi zation. Please do not
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build anything near Citi Field or inside Flushing
Meadows Park. | thank you for your coverage.

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N: Thank you Yuki .
Thank you very nuch. Julissa; any questions? Yeabh,
Jul i ssa has a questi on.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Actually one...
not a question, but a statenent. | know that
M. Sabeti had nade a statenent quoting ne from what
| said in 2009; | just want you to know that | also
said it about six hours ago. Exactly what | said in
2009 | reiterated six hours ago. So | just wanna be
clear that, you know | have not vacillated in ny
stands...on where | stand with the workers and the
wor kers have engaged with everyone of ny staff
menbers, with nyself; this has been a chall enge and
sonet hing that we've been fighting for together and
it wll continue in that way. So | just wanted to
make it clear that when you speak about quoting ne,
the quote hasn't changed. Thank you. [interpose]

JAM E SABETI: Thank you, nma'am One
thing I wanna nention that...l'"msorry...

THELMA FELLOWS: Oh, sure.

JAM E SABETI: about this relocation

package they call that, which is Cornerstone, which
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they do nothing; a 10 years old kid can go to the
conmput er and print business or commercial for rent
and they bring the piece of paper, Cornerstone, every
ot her day in our shop saying, "Here's the business I
found for you; go over there, talk to the owner and
get the business.” And that's why they spent
$700, 000 for Cornerstone doing this kinda job. And
the other thing is just few thousand dollar; lately
they are saying, "If you wanna take this few t housand
dol l ars now, you have to sign the paper, because
first cone first serves is...is...and if you don't have

enough budget..” they're pushin' us; here's the carrot
and here's the bat; take it now, otherw se you're
gonna | ose that few thousand dollars.” So as you
know, we need to nove as a group; if you don't nove
as a group and they spearin' us an individual, we
take at least 7, 8 years to establish this business;
If I go as an individual sonme new | ocation, that's
gonna take nme 4 or 5 years to establish. 1Is this
Cornerstone the place they found and | go talk to the
tenant; | ask them "Wy you wanna nove this

| ocation, if you have a good business, if you're

maki ng noney, so why you wanna nove out?" They tel

to ny hear, |'mnot neking noney and |'m novin' of
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this location; that's why this shop is for rent;
that's why Cornerstone finds it and they say, only
$2,500, go get that shop; that's all the service they
are giving us. And one nore service they are giving
HPD, they are telling us, okay, |'m gonna give you
rel ocation service. Wat does that nean? |f you
wanna nmove, | give you $1,200 to $1,500 nove your
equi pnent; that's the rel ocation service we getting;
that's the whol e package. Cornerstone and $1, 200
nove your equipnent; that's...that's all it is, they
keep tal king here all day about relocation, a
rel ocati on package, but as you nentioned that from
t he begi nning, you argue for relocation as a group to
go anot her | ocation, not just Cornerstone show ng us
a piece of paper or sonebody else say, |I'll give a
coupl e of thousand dollars and sign it now, if you
don't sign it you' re gonna | ose that couple of
t housand dol | ars.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: | have a quick
guestion to your statenment. This...this site that
t hey showed you; is that a recent show ng?

JAM E SABETI: There is no site; that's

all they conme, they conme to ny shop, they bring a
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pi ece of paper frominternet; they print it; they say
here is the shop, here's the price...[crosstal k]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: (kay. |Is that
a body shop currently? 1Is that a...[interpose]

JAME SABETI: |'msorry?

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N |s that a mechanic
shop now?

JAM E SABETI: Mechanic shop, repair
shop; sone of "emin...in Connecticut, some of "emin
the Long Island, sone of "emin...the near one that I
found one tinme they brought is in Brooklyn; nost of
"emis Staten Island, in the Long Island, so it just...
and | talked to the tenant; | said, "Wy you wanna
nove out of here?" He says, "To be honest, |I'm not
makin' any noney in this location."” [interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: (kay. Thank
you.

JAM E SABETI: And that's the only
service we're getting.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Thank you.
Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON VPRI N Ckay, thank you al
very much. |'mnow gonna call the next panel in

opposition, maybe the | ast panel; let ne see...Janet
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Kelly; she still here? Yes she is. Sasudo
[ phonetic] Rios, Jo...Jose...l...l can't read it,

Cristoneron [phonetic] maybe, Jose Tepan, Jose Tepan,
Ranon Keegon (phonetic], Javier Tongal a [ phonetic],
if you already heard...is that...who else is here to
testify again; is anybody waiting to get to; howis
that? |If we m ss anyone who's here to testify in
opposition to this project to cone forward now...
[interpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS:. | ...[speaking
Spani sh]

CHAI RPERSON VPRI N [ speaki ng Spani sh].
Thank you; shoul d' ve thought of that.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: [ speaki ng
Spani sh]. Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Ckay. And that's
it, right, [speaking Spanish]? [speaking Spanish]?
Okay. Alright, great. Sorry and again, | apol ogize
for you being last; it's been a | ong day and you' ve
been very patient, so thank you very much; | don't
know who wants to start. You do? Ckay.

SEGUNDO RI OS: [ speaki ng Spani sh] ...

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N Just right to your

nmout h, [ speaki ng Spani sh].
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SEGUNDO RI OS: [ speaki ng Spani sh]

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N [ speaki ng Spani sh].
| actually understood that one. N ce and sl ow.
[ nterpose]

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: [ speaki ng
Spanish]. This is...]| am Segundo Ri os; the
conpensation is clearly not enough; Cornerstone has
only offered us properties recently that are val ued
in 4 to...4 to 8K a nonth, so this conpensation woul d
not cover the...the need...the...what the cost would be
for a year and if we nove independently it would be
an issue and that's why we're asking to be noved
t oget her, because people don't...won't even know where
we are and how will we survive once we get into these
| eases. Al we're gonna be doing is |osing our
busi nesses and | osi ng our equi pnent.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N: ' Kay.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N:  Thank you.

JOEL PONDER:  Good afternoon, ny name is
Joel Ponder; I'mrepresenting the nenbers of Queens.
["mfrom Queens Community House; |'ma conmunity
organi zer and house specialist. So as a house

speci ali st we have seen a big outage of people who
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are coming to us with a big problemof rent, you
know, which is in Queens. Wile we haven't seen this
proposal, or we have seen the proposal that we're
gonna buil d affordable housing and it's noved to
2025. You know, it's a pretty long tine and the
peopl e who are paying rent right now are paying a
really high rent they cannot afford. They actually
have to nove and go into private housing and stil

cannot afford it. This is just in a housing point of

Vi ew.

Transportation; everybody knows how it
gets. | went this weekend to the park and that was
crazy. It was...| was actually waiting one hour in

order to take a train to go Fl ushing Meadow Par Kk,
"cause it was so busy and people cannot get into the
trains. And to build, to think, just to build a nal
there, increasing people to go and you know and don't
t hi nk what the...what the community really needs; |I
don't think is a good plan for our comunities; we
shoul d start thinking nore about our conmunity; what
we need, what is our issues in order to do that Kkind
of devel opnent. Thank you very nuch.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Thank you. Wat was

your name?
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JOCEL PONDER:  Joel .

CHAI RPERSON VPRI N: Joel ...

JOEL PONDER:  Ponder .

CHAI RPERSON VEPRI N: How do you spel
t hat ?

JCEL PONDERF P or..Ponder.

CHAI RPERSON VWEPRI N:  Ponder. Oh, very
nice. Ckay.

JCEL PONDER: Yes, | don’t have a
stepson. Yeah.

CHAl RPERSON WEPRI N: ' Kay. [chine] If
you could do that. Geat and we'll start you a new
clock, |I prom se. 'Kay.

JANET KELLY: Okay. M nane is Janet
Kelly; I"ve lived nost of ny life in Queens, except
for 22 years in exile on Long Island; | cur...

[ nterpose]

CHAI RPERSON VPRI N:  Un, we'll forgive
you for that, | think, uh..

JANET KELLY: Well...l currently live in
Jackson Heights and |I'm Treasurer of the Jackson
Hei ghts Beautification Goup and I would like to

finish the well -reasoned statenent, which we wote.
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Whet her you call this proposal corporate
wel fare or conmm -capitalism one thing is clear, just
as in the stock nmarket coll apse of 2008, the
t axpayers woul d get stuck with the bill for a plan
that makes a few people wealthy. How so? 1In 2008
the City said that the devel oper woul d pay the cost
of cleaning up WIllets Point, but as proposed, the
t axpayers woul d pay the cost of renmediation in the
formof a $99 million grant to Sterling and Rel at ed.
Simlarly, in 2008 the Gty said it would recover its
cost of acquiring Wllets Point through the eventua
sale of that land to the developer. But nowthe Cty
intends to give 23 acres of Wllets Point's Phase 1,
acquired by the City at a cost of nore than $200
mllion to Sterling and Related for the price of $1.
How is any of this in the taxpayers' interest?
Pl ease do the right thing and deny this application.

And personally, as a retired New York
City school teacher and as a inactive CPA, | would
li ke to say sonething about the permanent jobs that
have been nentioned over and over. Hotel jobs and
retail jobs, they are not good jobs, they are usually
m ni nrum wage j obs and they are not good jobs and

they're not the kind of econom c devel opnent that
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Queens needs. Again, please do the right thing and
deny this application. [chinme] Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON WEPRI N:  Thank you very nuch.
Is there anyone el se here who wanted to testify
today? | don't see anyone, so thank you all very
much; we are gonna close this hearing and we are
gonna recess this neeting to a future date, which
w || be decided later; we have a | ot of issues that
we heard about today; we do appreciate everybody
com ng down; | wanna thank Julissa Ferreras for not
only being, you know, a great nenber of the
Committee, but for also helping us translate. | uhm..
you know, we will be tal king about these issues; a
ot of you in the roomw |l be part of those
di scussions and we're gonna try to cone to what's
best for the New York City residents and for the Gty
of New York and for everyone involved. So thank you
very much. Alright. The Conmttee actually is on...
is recessing until 9:45 on Septenber 12th; that is
not for the Wllets Point project though. The other
itens that we heard here today need to be voted on on
a qui cker calendar than Wllets Point, so for the
record; 9:45 Septenber 12th we'll be neeting across

the street in 250 Broadway, | assune. OCh, is it a
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sada (sp?) day? Alright, may be in this room Check
your cal endars on that one. But we won't be doi ng
Wllets Point that day, so don't be worried about
that issue; the other itens that we heard earlier
today will have to be voted on on that day, Septenber
12th. Thank you all very much, so the neeting is now
recessed. Thank you.

[ gavel ]
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