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SUBCOWM TTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLI C SI TI NG AND

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Al right, good
norning [gavel]. M nane is Brad Lander. [|I’'m
pl eased to chair the Gty Council’s Land Use
Subcommi ttee on Landmarks, Maritinme Uses and Public
Sitings, and we have sone of all of the above today
which is rare.

Let ne wel conme, we have with us this
nor ni ng menbers of the Commttee, Council Menber
Rosi e Mendez and Council| Menber Maria del Carnen
Arroyo, and we’'re pleased to be joined by Counci
Menber Margaret Chin. W have two itens in her
district on the cal endar.

And we’re going to go out of order a
little on the calendar. W’re going to start with
the two itens in Council Menber Chin’s district,
Land Use 873, the Pier 15 Maritine Lease and the
Bi al yst oker Center. Then we’'re going to do the HHC
Project, the Gol dwater Hospital, and then cone back
and finish the Landmar ks agenda.

Thank you all for being here. So that
nmeans we’'re going to start with Land Use Number
873, Application 20145031, the Pier 15 Maritine

Lease, and |’ m pleased to ask the Representatives




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SUBCCNNITTEEHEELLANDNARKS, PUBLI C SI TI NG AND MARI Tl VE
of New York Gty Econom c Devel opnment Cor poration
to come up and present it to us.

DEAN BODNAR: Good norning, ny nane |s
Dean Bodnar...[interject]

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: | think...push it,
yeah, there you go.

DEAN BODNAR: Ch, there we go. How s
that? Excellent, okay. Good norning, ny nane is
Dean Bodnar. |’ma Senior Vice President with the
New York City Econom c Devel opnent Corporation’s
Asset Managenment Division. |’mhere today seeking
approval fromthis subcommttee and the City
Council to enter into a | ease with an excursion
crui se operator to berth on Pier 15 within the East
Ri ver Espl anade in Manhatt an.

The Esplanade is a two-mle waterfront
park stretching fromBattery Maritine Building up
the East River to Pier 35. As you may well know,

t he $165, 000, 000 East River Waterfront Espl anade is
revitalizing a once neglected stretch of the city
owned | and and transform ng the Lower Manhattan and
Lower East Side waterfronts. It also contributes
to the Waterfront Vision and Enhancenent Strategy

that the Gty issued in 2011, a plan that set forth
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I leEQ
a sustai nabl e bl ueprint for reconnecti ng New
Yorkers and visitors to our waterways.

The Espl anade is a result of an
ext ensi ve four-year planning process during which
EDC wor ked closely with Conmunity Boards 1 and 3
and | ocal elected officials to create a continuous
open space anenity that neighbors and visitors
al i ke can enjoy. Revenue nust be generated to
maintain this great anenity. A few discreet
| ocations al ong the Esplanade are intended for this
purpose. This includes the berthing areas on the
new y constructed Pier 15 for which EDC on behal f
of the Gty issued an RFP in April of 2010.

Hor nbl ower New York, LLC submitted the
proposal that won the RFP. The proposal includes
econom cal ly vi abl e programm ng concepts to enhance
the East River Waterfront Espl anade experience and
create positive inpacts on the adjoining community.
The proposal was responsive to the pier’s
nei ghbor hood contacts and presents a strong teamto
operate the berths. Hornblower will occupy and
operate the pier pavilion that is vacant today and
use the berthing areas on the south and north sides

of the pier. At those berths, Hornbl ower operate
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dell (SIC) excursion cruises. The eastern berth of

the pier will be used for historic ships on a

limted basis. Al so, Hornblower will attach a

floating eco barge to the pier adjacent to its

pavilion for education and community tie ups.

The |l ease for the maritinme pavilion in
certain berth areas on Pier 15 which is schedul ed
to commence on Septenber 1st, subject to City
Council approval, wll be for a 10-year-termw th
one 5-year renewal option. Rental revenue from
this |l ease as well as community restaurant |eases
for the other pier pavilion and the newy
constructed Maiden Lane pavilion wll cover nuch of
the cost of nmmintaining the Espl anade.

Finally, I'd |ike to highlight that
Hor nbl ower’ s conmitted to public programm ng that
wi | | enhance the East River Espl anade.

Hor nbl ower’ s partnership with the New York Harbor
School will maxim ze Pier 17's potential for nmaking
It a destination for maritinme education as well as
public and chartered vessel excursion services.

EDC sel ection of Hornblower as the | essee for the

berth areas at Pier 15 will help ensure that the
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Espl anade, a bel oved community asset, remains well
mai nt ai ned for years to cone.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you very
much. GCh, we’ve been joined by Council Menber
Annabel Pal ma, wel cone. Council Menber Chin, as
this is in your district, do you have either a
statenment or questions you d like to kick us off
w th?

COUNCI L MEMBER CHI N Yeah, | just am
very excited that the Hornblower is comng to Pier
15, and | also wanted to thank the Maritine
Di vision of the EDC for putting this |ease
together, and this will really help expand the
maritinme use in District 1, and I'’mreal excited
about the partnership with the Harbor School. |
think that will really create a great educationa
opportunity on the pier itself, but also allow our
students to really have an educati onal opportunity
there on the Pier 15 as well as their school in
Governors Island. So | support this application.
Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you. Anyone

el se on the Commttee, Council Menber Arroyo?
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COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO. When are you
going to do one in the Bronx?

DEAN BODNAR: That’s a good questi on.
Ma’am |’ mfocused right now on Lower Manhatt an.
The Bronx is...you know what, when | back to EDC,
["ll talk to the Bronx portfolio manager, and |’ |
ask himwhen we’'re going to get sonething going in
t he Bronx.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO Ckay. And
you' |l call us back and | et us know?

DEAN BODNAR: Absol utely.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Sorry, do you have
a...can you...go ahead and I need to push the button.
I ntroduce yoursel f, and...

M KE BURKE: Hi, ny nanme is M ke Burke.
Havi ng grown up on Decatur Avenue in the Bronx, we
woul d definitely bid on that project if it cones
along. | represent Hornbl ower Cruise and Events.
I’malso the Chief Operating O ficer of Statue
Cruises, and we run the ferries as a Hornbl ower
affiliate to the Statue of Liberty and Ellis

Island. So | have a statenent if you wll.
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Hor nbl ower Crui se and Events, its
background since founder and CEO Terry MCray
purchased a snmall charter business in 1980,
Hor nbl ower has operated under the overall m ssion
to satisfy the needs of our guests. For over 33
years, Hornblower’s offered anmazi ng experiences
from honme ports around the U. S. including San
Franci sco, Los Angel es, Sacranento, San Di ego, New
York, and starting in 2014 N agara Falls, Canada.
Today, Hornblower’s affiliates operate the | argest
private passenger vessel conpany in North Ameri ca.
2012, we performed than 150,000 vessel voyages and
safely carried nore than 16, 000, 000 passengers
globally on 98 vessels. Statue Cruises here in New
York carries over 4,000,000 visitors to the Statue
of Liberty and Ellis Island. Qur dinner cruise
fl eet carries 500,000 passengers a year. W also
provi de marine service around the gl obe for
private, public and U.S. mlitary operations.

We have a track record of treating our
enpl oyees wel |, paying conpetitive wages. The
hourly wage range for an enployee that is part of
the marine crew is anticipated to be between $15

and $24 per hour, and for those working on the pier
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or inthe ticket office, the hourly wage range is

anticipated to be $10 to $18.

Regar di ng educational and comunity
programm ng, we have a history of working with
communi ty wor ks, educational institutions,
mar ket i ng organi zati ons and not-for-profits to
provide maritinme, environnental, cultural and
hi stori cal programm ng. A sanple of sonme of the
activities planned for Pier 15 include in our
crui se school during the nonths of My, June, July
and August we will offer subsidized educationa
har bor crui se for schools and canps in the Tri
State area, offering a great opportunity for |oca
children to | earn nore about New York Harbor and
its ecology. Together with the New York Harbor
School we will build a nmulti-purpose eco barge on
the south side of Pier 15. This barge will create
new marine habitat and at the sane tine serve as an
educati onal outpost for the New York Harbor School
W will be partnering with local school s including
t he Harbor School to offer a paid internship
program As part of this new and exciting
opportunity they will work in frontline roles while

| earning transferable skills, gain real world
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experience, and be part of a select successful

team The strategy there is that the student

becones the teacher.

A sanpl e of sonme of the other planned
activities at the maritinme pavilion, in cooperation
again with the New York Harbor School will offer
cl asses and wor kshops open to the public, a safe
boati ng course, Red Cross First Aid certification,
public classes and wor kshops, open to various
organi zations, |lead anong themw || be the Harbor
School . Another planned activity anticipated for
the pavilion is the installation of a vesse
simulator that will be available to the genera
public on a limted basis.

The western part of the pavilion wll
function as a visitor center and ticketing area for
Hor nbl ower custoners and the downtown comunity.

W will encourage information on other downt own
busi nesses and attractions to encourage Hornbl ower
custoners to explore the neighborhood. There has
been sone conversation also with NYC and Conpany
that they will work in that space with us to

provi de even nore outreach.
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Description of community services.
Hor nbl ower eval uated a broad range of excursion
services and activities that are comonly
associated with public piers related passenger
vessel services. Hornblower vessels are the
newest, nost environnentally friendly vessels in
the harbor. For Pier 15, the initial operation
will include three cruise offerings. W nay add
addi ti onal passenger vessel excursion services as
provi ded under the | ease agreenent. The first is
and the primary is the narrated sightseeing.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Sir, | don’t want
to...this is a great testinony and I wonder if it’s
possi bl e given we have a | ot of people and a | ot of
items if you could either summarize the rest of it
and...[ crosst al k]

M KE BURKE: Sur e.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you so much

M KE BURKE: So, in sunmary we hope our
mar keti ng capability wll appeal to both visitors
and | ocals and help activate Pier 15. On behalf of
Hor nbl ower, thank you for having us here to talk
about our history and our plans for the operations

of Pier 15. Thank you.
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CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you.
apol ogi ze.

M KE BURKE: Not at all.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: And we have the
witten and submtted testinony for the record
which lists the full testinony, so thank you very
much. Welconme to Council Menber WIIianms who has
joined us. Any other questions? | do have one.
This is a little nore for EDC than for Hornbl ower.
So, |I’mencouraged by you're telling us the wage
range and that these | ook to be good jobs in
addition to the many good things that they' Il bring
to the waterfront, but | do want to ask EDC and |
mean | recognize that this is the subject of
litigation that the adm nistration is not
ent husi asti c about our living wage | aw, but as |
read it the living wage | aw would apply to this
| ease, and | guess | want to ask whether you share
that point of view and have had that conversation
with Hornblower? It sounds |ike they would conply
which is great but, you know...

DEAN BCDNAR: As far as what is outlined
in the lease itself, you know, | don’t think

there’s a direct connection with the |iving wage.
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It’s not called out in the | ease, but we wll work
closely with Hornbl ower to nake sure that, you
know, they’ re providing the highest possible wages.
CHAI RPERSON LANDER: So | woul d j ust
urge, and | guess | would urge this on Hornbl ower
as well because whether the |ease explicitly
i ncludes that clause or not, if I'"mcorrect, that
the Council’s living wage | aw whi ch covers | eases
as well as substantial econom c subsidies applies,
it applies irrespective of whether it’'s in the
| ease. It doesn’t look from..looking at this, I
think where it’s 10.50 instead of 10, so...and |'d
be happy to provide you with, you know, with the
| egislation or with our reading of it. The
Bl oonberg admi nistration has been litigating
against it, but we believe the legislation is going
to outlast the Bl oonberg adm nistration, and the
whol e goal is to bring businesses with good jobs
into those | ease positions so don't read this as
anyt hi ng ot her than enthusiasm for having you, but
we are eager to make sure that the laws conply with
greater jobs, so...

DEAN BODNAR: Fair enough.
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CHAlI RPERSON LANDER: Good, thank you.

O herwi se, you know, it’s a very encouragi ng and
positive project so thank you.

DEAN BODNAR: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Any ot her questions
for ny coll eagues? Seeing none, we’'ll say thank
you for your testinony and go ahead and cl ose. W
don’t have anyone signed up to testify fromthe
public on this item so unless soneone speaks up
now we’ | | go ahead and cl ose the public hearing.
W'l do all the votes together at the end of the
hearing and join them so that will close the
public hearing on Pier 15. Thank you very nuch for
your tinme and for bringing this great project to
us.

Alright, we’'re going to split the
Landmarks itens so that we can do both of the ones
in Margaret’s district first, and |I’m pleased to
call Mchael Oaen fromthe Landmarks Preservation
Comm ssion. | guess Jenny’ s getting sonme well
earned vacation, and this is for Land Use Nunber
Bl ank, Preconsi dered Land Use...the application

nunber 20135751, the designation of the Bialystoker
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Center and Hone for the Aged at 228 East Broadway.
And wel cone, we’'re glad to have you

M CHAEL OWEN: Thank you very much. And
good norning, Council Menbers. M nane is M chael
Ownen, the Qutreach Community Coordi nator for the
Landmar ks Preservation Conmm ssion. Regrettably,
Jenny could not make it today, Jenny Fernandez,
who's the Director of Intergovernnental and
Community Relations for the Comm ssion. A death in
the fam|ly so she couldn’t make it today. But |I'm
here today to testify on the Conm ssion’s
desi gnation of the Bial ystoker Center and Hone for
the Aged in Manhattan.

On February 12th, 2013, the Landnmarks
Preservation Conmi ssion held a public hearing on
t he proposed designation of the Bial ystoker Center
and Hone for the Aged. A representative testified
for the owner but did not oppose the designation.
Twenty-two peopl e spoke in favor of designation
I ncl udi ng sendi ng Council Menber Margaret Chin, a
representative of Manhattan Borough President Scott
Stringer’s office and a representative of Manhattan
Community Board 3 as well as representatives of the

Fri ends of the Lower East Side, the H storic
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District’s Council, the Lower East Side History
Project, the New York Landmar ks Conservancy, and
the Two Bridges Nei ghborhood Council. A letter and
supportive designation from State Senator Daniel L
Squadron was al so entered into the record during
the hearing. On May 21st, 2013, the conm ssion
voted to designate the Bial ystoker Center and Hone
for the Aged a New York Gty individual |andmark
The Lower East Side of Manhattan is one of New
York’ s nost storied nei ghborhoods. |It’s synonynous
with the Anerican inm grant experience and once
honme to the | argest popul ation of Jew sh residents
in the world. The Bial ystoker Center and Hone for
the Aged built in 1929-31 and designed in a

di stinctive Art Deco style by architect Harry
Hurwit. It was one of the | argest and nost
enduri ng | andsmanshaft or inm grant hone

associ ation established in the nei ghborhood and
remains a significant andmark in the history of
New York City’s Jewi sh community. The Bi al yst oker
Center takes its nanme from Bi al ystok, an industria
city in what is now Poland. The Jew sh Bi al yst oker
I mm grant community in New York City has a | ong and

rich history having established a nunber of nutual
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benefit societies and a synagogue as early as the
1860s. By the md 1920s, with the recovery of
eastern Europe and the passage of nationa
immgrations restrictions, the Center’s focus
shifted in supporting the existing Jewi sh conmunity
in New York. A central conponent of this new
m ssion was the creation of a honme for the aged.

A new building to house both the
Bi al yst oker Center and the Hone for the Aged was
conpleted in 1931. The proni nent nine-story
structure was designed by architect Harry Hurwt,
1888 — 1963, and its distinguished Art Deco style
Is rare for the Lower East Side. The Lower East
Si de has experienced significant changes in both
its denographics and its physical fabric. The
nei ghbor hood, once dom nated by the Jew sh
community, is now hone to a diverse assortnent of
i mm grant popul ations. There have been renewal
proj ects such as the Seward Park Houses that
surround the Center, resulted in the denolition of
many historic structures during the 1950s and
1960s. Wien the Bial ystoker Center’s Hone for the
Aged closed its doors in 2011, it was one of the

| ast remai ni ng and | ongest running | andsmanshaft in
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New York. Its building, however, remains one of

the Lower East Side’s prom nent |andmarks and

recalls a vani shed era when the Bial ystoker Center

and its distinguished Art Deco-style Honme for the
Aged played a significant role in the world's

| argest Jewi sh community, and the conm ssion urges
you to affirmthis designation. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you very
much. Council Menber Chin, any statenent or
questi ons?

COUNCI L MEMBER CHIN: | support the
desi gnati on because it’s been a |long road and we
have people in the community who i s going to speak.
I would I ove to hear them Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Alright, so we do
have sone nenbers of the community signed up to
testify on this item and since |I don’t think we
have ot her...oh, I’msorry, Council Menber Mendez?

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you. This
iIs in Margeret’s District that borders on m ne, and
it’s been a very inportant issue to our community,

and |’ ve heard from both our constituents on this

matter so | look forward to the testinony.
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CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Super. 1’1l add ny
enthusiasmlike all New York Cty Jews who trace
their roots to the Lower East Side, the litany of
fanous Bial ystokers is long, so we're delighted to
be doing this today. Alright, so thank you for
your testinony and | have four people signed up to
testify, and we’ll just invite themall to conme up
at once for one panel. Mtchell Gubler from
Friends of the Bial ystoker Center Home; Joyce
Mendel sohn; Nadezhda W/ Iianms; and Linda Jones.

Yes, you can hand in your witten
testinmony if you have it and then go ahead and
begin and just state your nane for the record
first, please.

M TCHELL CRUBLER: |I'm Mtchell Grubler.
Good norning Council Menbers. Friends of the
Bi al yst oker Home was forned in Septenber of 2011
when we | earned that the Home was dispersing its
residents to other hones and closing. W are
grateful for the wonderful support provided by 16
sponsori ng organi zati ons including the Lower East
Si de Jewi sh Conservancy, the Lower East Side
Tenement Museum and the Historic Districts

Council. W gathered hundreds of letters and
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petition signatures from concerned individuals,

academ cs and city-w de preservation, educationa
and cultural organizations to support Landnmark
desi gnat i on.

Rebecca Kobrin, author of the
definitive book on Bialystok, Poland and Its
Di aspora, and Russell Knapp, Assistant Professor of
American Jewi sh Hi story at Col unbia University,
wote, “We cannot let this bill which tells the
tale of an inportant chapter in Jew sh history and
New York history be renoved from our nenory and our
under st andi ng of the Jew sh i mm grant encounter
with Anerica.”

M chael Zisser, Chief Executive Oficer
at University Settlenment Society of New York wrote,
“Unfortunately we have seen the destruction or
i nappropriate renovati ons of many historic
structures in the Lower East Side conmunity over
the past few decades. Mich of the character of the
community has been |ost. W understand that use
cannot be protected and that designating a | andmark
does not prevent the inevitable consequences of

gentrification. However, when unique buildings
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present thenselves for protection action nust be
consi dered.”

After three extensive hearings,
Community Board 3 adopted a resolution in favor of
| andmar ki ng, and we’'re especially grateful for the
st eadf ast support of Council Menber Margaret Chin
who wote to the Landmarks Conm ssion, “I am
witing to express ny full support for the | andmark
desi gnation of the Bialystoker Center for Nursing
and Rehabilitation.”

At the Landmarks Conm ssion’s public
heari ng on February 12th of this year, after nore
than a year and a half struggle to save this
i nportant conponent of Lower East Side history,
Friends of the Bial ystoker Honme was overjoyed to
hear Gary Anbrose, Treasurer of the Bialystoker
Board of Trustees, say that the owners do not
oppose | andmar ki ng Bi al ystoker. W urge the
subcomm ttee to follow the exanple of the
Bi al yst oker Board and vote to uphold Landmark
designation for this worthy buil di ng.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you. o

ahead.
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JOYCE MENDELSOHN: Good norni ng, Counci
Menbers. |'m Joyce Mendel sohn, the author of “The
Lower East Side Renmenbered and Revisited”, Colunbia
University Press, 2009. | want to enphasize that
t he Bi al yst oker hone shoul d be preserved not only
for its cultural heritage, religious significance
and architectural distinctiveness, but as an
i nportant conponent of econom c devel opnment on the
Lower East Side, a place where people yearn to live
and work and where every year tens of thousands of
tourists are drawn to connect with the |ives of
earlier generations on trips to the Tenenent
Museum wal ki ng tours sponsored by organi zati ons
i ke the Lower East Side Jew sh Conservancy and
ot her special events.

At the sane time, visitors spend
dollars. They are eager to eat, shop and explore
galleries in a worl d-renowned nei ghborhood with a
very speci al character anchored by a few | andmark
bui |l di ngs that have adapted to new uses. These
i nclude the Jewi sh Daily Forward, a Yiddish
newspaper, now an upscal e condo; Jarnul owsky Bank,
currently transformng into a trendy hotel; and

Anshei Chesed, a synagogue converted to an events
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and cultural center, all denonstrating that
hi storic buildings can enrich a nei ghborhood
increasingly filled with |luxury housing and
expensi ve hotels. Your vote to approve designation
of the Bial ystoker Center and Hone will support the
ongoing vitality of the Lower East Side and enhance
the City of New York as a nust see destination
Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you. You
guys are doing very well.

NADEZHDA W LLI AMS: Good norning. |I'm
Nadezhda WIlliams wth the Historic D stricts
Council. HDC is the applicant for New York City’'s
Desi gnated Historic Districts, Landnarks and
Bui | dings Meriting Preservation. HDC
whol eheartedly supports the proposed | andnmar ki ng of
the Bi al yst oker Center at 228 East Broadway. The
bui | di ng has | ong been a favorite of
preservationi sts and nei ghborhood residents, but
its future has been precarious since the closing of
the institution.

You’' ve heard all about the cultural and
architectural and historical nerit and so | won't

go through that again, but if you have tine read
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LPC s designation report. |It’s very interesting,

even a good summer beach read. But to sumup, the

Bi al yst oker Center’s architecture is a solid

rem nder of the storied Jewi sh conmunity and a way

of life here on the Lower East Side, and HDC hopes

that this solid rem nder may be nade permanent

t hrough Landmar k designation. W appreciate the

LPC s responsi veness to | ocal advocates’ request

for this designation, and we ask you to confirmit.

Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you very
much.

LI NDA JONES: What are we, good...still
good norning. |’mLinda Jones. |’ma resident of

the Seward Park Houses, and |I’mrepresenting the
Seward Park Preservation and History Club. As you
all know, our houses surround the Bial ystoker Hone.
It’s our neighbor.

Resi dents of Seward Park Co-op were
devastated with a val ued nei ghborhood institution,
t he Bi al ystoker Honme for the Aged was cl osed in
Novenber 2011. At the time, the board of the Hone
advertised it for sale as a devel opnent site

triggering efforts anong nei ghbors to save the
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buil ding. W quickly collected 64 signatures on
petitions posted on our co-op bulletin boards and
joined with the Friends of the Bial ystoker Hone in
a massive effort to achi eve Landmark desi gnati on.
W were pleased to hear from Gary Anbrose, a
Bi al yst oker Center and Home board nenber, that the
Board under st ands and does not oppose the
desi gnation of the Bialystoker Center as a
| andmar k. We hope that the honme and its adjacent
properties will find a positive reuse that wl|
enhance the nei ghborhood while preserving the
bui | di ng.
We have support from nei ghborhood
busi ness owners who believe that preservation and
restoration of the Bialystoker Hone will bring nore
peopl e into the nei ghborhood and to their
busi nesses and from co-op residents who want
sonet hing of the past to remain for their children.
We especially want to thank Counci
Menber Chin for her steadfast support of our
efforts. W urge you to approve Landmark
desi gnation of this unique and special building.
CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you very

much. And we have one nore...
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BLAI RE WALSH: Good norni ng, Chair
Lander and Council Menbers. |'m Blaire Wal sh
speaki ng on behalf of the New York Landmarks
Conservancy. The Conservancy joins el ected
officials, conmmunity nenbers and | oca
preservationists in supporting designation of the
Bi al yst oker Center as an individual |andmark. W
believe this building nerits designation for both
its rich history and its distinguished
architecture. The Bial ystoker Center served vital
community needs for nearly 80 years as hone for the
aged, as a social center offering religious
services, and as a gathering place for the
Bi al yst okers, one of New York’ s | argest Jew sh
i mm grant groups. Funds raised fromthose
I mm grants ensured that the building would be
conpleted to serve as a residence for the elderly
i n the nei ghborhood they called hone.
Along with the nearby | andmark
Bi al yst oker Synagogue, the Center is part of the
i mm grant experience that defines New York’s
cultural heritage. It is also an attractive 1931
Art Deco tower. Decorated with nore Morris Style

terracotta ornanent, the Bial ystoker Hone is a
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contributing building wwthin the Lower East Side
Nati onal Register Historic District. The structure
itself connects architecture to history with
synbols at the entrance representing the 12 tribes
of Israel, a notif often found in synagogue
decoration. The golden brick facade is intact and
there have been few alterations. W thank the
Landmar ks Commi ssion for acting swiftly to
designate this significant site which is so deeply
connected to its comunity and urge the Council to
affirmthat designation today. Thank you for the
opportunity to present the Conservancy’ s vi ews.
CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you very
much, and | apol ogi ze for not having called you
before your card was in the Bed-Stuy pile, so we’l
be calling you back |ater. Any questions for this
panel ? Thank you all very nmuch for taking the tine
to come down and testify and for your passion in
preserving sone of the wonderful things of the
Lower East Side and its history. So that is al
the people that were signed up testify on the
Bi al yst oker Center and Home for the Aged so we’l
cl ose [gavel] the public hearing on that itemwth

thanks. And we will now..and thank you, Counci
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Menber Chin for joining us. You' re welcone to
stay.

And we’re now going to nove on to the
itemon the calendar with the New York City Health
and Hospitals Corporation, and that is the
ol dwater Hospital, which is Land Use Nunber, also
Preconsi dered Application Nunber 20145045. And I'm
pl eased to ask the representatives of the New York
City Health and Hospitals Corporation to cone up
and present it to us.

LARAY BROMN: Good norning. Good
norning. M nane is LaRay Brown, and |’ m Seni or
Vi ce President for Corporate Planning, Conmunity
Heal t h and I ntergovernnental Relations at the New
York City Health and Hospitals Corporation. [|’'m
here to provide testinony regardi ng HAT' s request
to surrender to the Gty of New York a parcel of
| and and buil dings Block 1373, Lot 20 that
conpri sed the canpus of Gol dwater Specialty
Hospital and Nursing Facility on Roosevelt Island.
The ol dwat er canpus opened in 1939 and has served
patients who require skilled nursing care and | ong
termacute care services. Several years ago, it

becanme cl ear that HHC could no | onger continue to
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optimally serve our patients in such an old and
outdated facility w thout extensive renovations or
rebuil ding. These capital investnents woul d be
required to bring the building up to federa
standards and in line with how skilled nursing care
is provided today. The setting and approach for
how care is delivered differs greatly today from
what was the norm seven decades ago. HHC had been
wei ghing different options for rebuil ding going
back several years. All of the options required a
significant investnment of resources. Estinmates of
rebuil ding were in the hundreds of mllions of
dol l ars, and for those of you famliar wth our
budget you know that these resources HHC did not
and does not have.

In 2010, we were approached by the
State of New York to gauge our and New York City’'s
interest and ability to be part of a solution to
t he bankruptcy closure of North General Hospital in
Harlem To briefly summarize what took nonths to
negotiate, we were able to cone to an agreenent
wher eby HHC woul d rel ocate services that were being
provi ded on our Col dwater canpus to the North

CGeneral site at a |l ower cost and with sone state
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funding than the cost of rebuilding the facility on

Roosevel t | sl and.

After renovations are conplete, the
former North General Hospital building will house a
201-bed long termacute care hospital, and we are
al so constructing a new 164-bed skilled nursing
facility on the parking lot of that forner
hospital. Once CGol dwater patient transfers have
taken place this fall, HHC will no | onger require
the use of the Gol dwat er canmpus. As such, we seek
to return the land to the City of New York pursuant
to HHC s Enabling Act which permts a surrender of
| and back to the City of New York when that land is
no | onger needed for corporate purposes. HHC s
Board of Directors convened a public hearing on
July 11th, 2013 regarding the surrender. On July
25th, 2013, HHC s Board of Directors formally
approved the surrender of this parcel on Roosevelt
I sl and.

Thank you for the opportunity to give
testinmony, and | can now address any of your
questi ons.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you very nuch

for testifying before us. | know that Counci
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Menber Lappin asked nme to represent that she’'s a
supporter of this project, and we had a hearing in
this Subcomm ttee on the North CGeneral siting that
Counci | Menber Mark-Viverito attended, and just for
nmy purposes, currently there’s two hospitals on
Roosevelt Island, right, this one and Coler, is
that the other one?

LARAY BROMN: Yes, on one end...they sort
of cover both tips of Roosevelt Island. On one end
is the Gol dwat er Specialty Hospital and Nursing
Facility, and the other is the Coler Specialty
Hospital and Nursing Facility. The Coler facility,
which wi |l have about 814 beds, will remain in
operation on Roosevelt Island for our patients.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: That’s al so an HHC
facility?

LARAY BROMN: Exactly.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Ch okay.

LARAY BROMN. That’'s an HHC facility, a
very inportant one.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Great, thank you

for clarifying that. Anyone have questions for

HHC, Council Menber Arroyo?
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COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO Yes. Hi, LaRay,
nice to see you. Always a pleasure.

LARAY BROMN: Good to see you as well.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO And the concerns
that we deal with as Chair of the Conmttee on
Health and the deficit and the fiscal chall enges
that the corporation faces year after year, what
savi ngs do you anticipate the surrender of this
facility will provide for HHC

LARAY BROMN: Sure, sure. As you know,
Counci | Menber, given your history of healthcare
admnistration, it takes a lot of funds to actually
operate, not staff, but provide the heating and al
of the infrastructure costs, and as | nentioned in
ny testinony, the Gol dwater building was actually
constructed in 1939, and it is a huge canpus, a
bui | di ng or several buildings |I should say, that
are frankly not being used to their fullest, and
noreover is very, very inefficient in ternms of the
ot her -t han- personnel costs. So we w |l save
significantly on just the issue of just operating
t he buil ding because, in fact, now with the use of
the North General canpus, we wll only have two

structures in which we provide patient care, and
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essentially one is a newy constructed skilled
nursing facility, and the other has essentially
been gut rehab with all new infrastructure, so new
heati ng and plunbing and all of those types of
infrastructure costs wll be significantly reduced.
We al so are consolidating our patient care so that
we will be much nore efficient in terns of our
staffing because we’ll have one building in which
the long termacute care is provided and anot her
for the skilled nursing facility. So we wll have,
in addition to some other-than-personnel cost, we
will be able to bid in over tine sone staff saving
cost. But at this point that is not inmediate.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO Ckay, thank you.

LARAY BROWN: You’' re wel cone.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Any ot her questions
here? And | guess just, so | don't think this was
flagged in your testinony, but | guess | think we
should just flag it for nenbers of the commttee,
the surrender to the City is so that it can be part
of the Cornell/Technion Applied Sciences canpus,
right?

LARAY BROMN: Yes, when we relocate al

of our operations fromthe Gol dwater canpus, we
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surrender our parcel and then the City executes its
agreenent with Cornell/ Techni on.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Great. Okay, we
t hank you for your testinony.

LARAY BROWN:. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: W do have one
person, Matthew Washi ngton, representative of
Community Board 11 here to testify, give public
testinmony on this matter. Thanks for joining us.

MATTHEW WASHI NGTON: How are you, LaRay?
Good norning. M nanme is Matthew Washi ngton, Chair
of Community Board 11. Thank you for the
opportunity to speak today. | want to start by
saying Coormunity Board 11 has been fully supportive
of the Cornell/Technion School of Applied Sciences
and Engi neering School noving forward. |’ mvery
excited about the opportunities for New York Gty
and al so for East Harlem which is just north of
this facility.

What | wanted to talk with the
Committee about and really request the Commttee’s
support on is certainly this project is inportant
for the City and the City has put it on a fast

track programto get done. The chall enge that
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we’'ve seen in East Harlemis that all of the

facilities that LaRay was just tal king about are
bei ng rel ocated into our community w thout much
consultation with the I ocal comunity w thout
initial work to identify the needs within the | oca
community. LaRay and her team have tried, but have
not nmet the needs of our community. East Harlemis
a cormunity of about 110,000 residents. Wth a 16
percent unenpl oynent rate, we have 45, 000 outside
of the workforce who are on sone sort of public
assi stance, so over half of our community is not
wor ki ng.  When | ooki ng at devel opnent projects, we
are certainly | ooking for jobs, enploynent
opportunities at all |evels.

In Cctober of 2012, the |ocal, |ocal
bei ng East Harlem hiring hours, East Harlem
residents represented 3.8 percent of total hours
worked on this job. In March of 2013, East Harl em
residents represented 3.6 percent of the total
hours worked on this job. W really need the Cty
Council and the adm nistration to invest in East
Harl emto make sure that the people in our
community are working, are finding opportunities to

be enployed. It’s critical when you have a
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community with over half of its residents outside

of the workforce. So today |I'’mhere to ask the
Council and the admi nistration for your support in
maki ng sure that this project continues to seek

| ocal hiring fromthe East Harlem community and not
the broader |ocal target that HHC has identified.
Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you very
much. Council Menber WIllians and then 1’|l make
reference. Okay, so let’s ask, if it’s alright
with you, let’s ask HHC to conme back up and so we
can sone questions about this. And |I know when the
North General siting took place that Council Menber
Mark-Viverito rai sed sone of the broader set of
concerns that you' re articulating here and did sone
negotiations with the admnistration, but it sounds
l'i ke there’s nore to do, so...

MATTHEW WASHI NGTON: It’s certainly
ongoi ng.

LARAY BROMN: So just to clarify, the
project that Council Menber Viverito was invol ved
with had to do with our devel opi ng housi ng i n East
Harl em on Metropolitan Hospital’'s canpus. Now it

does get confusing because it is sonewhat rel ated
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to our relocating, our goal and our operations,
i nasmuch as that housing devel opnent is for
i ndi vi dual s di scharged from Gol dwater who require
supportive and/or housing for people with
di sabilities.

In terms of the construction on the
North General canpus and the renovations of the
North General Hospital. As Matt said, HHC and EDC
because EDC actually is the construction manager
for this project, have been engaged over nany
nonths with Community Board 11 with the specific
I ssue being around the hiring of, frankly,
residents from Community Board 11, very
specifically to do the construction and the
renovati on work. And so we engaged in a process in
whi ch there was frequent updates to the Community
Board as to how we were either not achieving or in
sonme cases achieving not only the MABE requirenents
related to the project but to the very specific zip
codes of Community Board 11. Unfortunately, we
didn’t need Conmunity Board 11's high bar in terns
of very specifically the zip codes from Conmunity
Board 11. Wiile we net a pretty significant bar of

provi di ng opportunities for individuals in Harlem
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this is the reference that Matt nmade. In terns of
t he broader geography, we were not able...I think,

Matt, the expectation was, was it 30 percent or?

MATTHEW WASHI NGTON: W al ways | ook for
35 percent.

LARAY BROMN: 35 percent, right, we were
not able to nmake that. There was extensive
outreach conducted by the G | bane- MKi ssack, who
are the actual builders, and in particular
McKi ssack in actually creating a community-based
outreach center to engage | ocal residents in work
ranging fromlaborers to construction, but
unfortunately we did not neet that high standard of
the Conmunity Board. And, again, that's related to
the very tinme specific renovation and construction
wor K.

MATTHEW WASHI NGTON:  And with that, you
nmust use a 35 percent local hiring target until we
recogni ze that. W had tal ked about it in
conversations with LaRay | ooking for a 10 percent
for East Harlem but ultimately this is...it’s
i nportant when deci sions are being nade at the
adm nistration level, at the council level for

devel opnent projects to nove for to identify the
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needs of the local comunity. In |ooking at

docunents |ike Statenent of District Needs that
community boards distribute and really helping to
under stand how we can inpact the communities so we
are developing in a positive way.

LARAY BROWN: And HHC is, frankly, in
whol ehearted support of doing such. There was not
a di sagreenent on our part in ternms of trying to
achieve that aim W were just not able to.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: And this goes to
obvi ously a nmuch broader issue Council Menber Vann
and Council Menber Arroyo and many on the counci
have been pushing on a wi de range of projects to
i nprove MABE, both contracting and hiring, and I
think we all feel, you know, that we’'re glad goals
are being set and raised but that there’ s nore that
has to be done to find ways to enable the city on
public projects and private projects to neet them
so Council Menber Arroyo has a question.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYQO LaRay and, |'m
sorry, | didn't...

MATTHEW WASHI NGTON:  Mat t hew.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO Matthew.  \Wat

did we | earn about why we didn’'t reach the target,
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is it an issue of not being able to identify
residents in East Harlemor the |ocal community
with the required skills, and if that’s the case
then we have some honework to do about how do we
get them prepared for the jobs that can potentially
conme to the conmmunity because not reaching the
target, although we tried is nice, but it doesn’t
hel p us solve the problemlong term

LARAY BROMN. Absolutely. And |I’m sure
Matt will add to what | have to say. One of our
bi ggest, and | say our, but one of the biggest
chal I enges that the construction firmfaced was
actual Iy having fol ks who had union cards. You
know, people from Conmunity Board 11, residents of
that comunity board with the requisite union
nmenber shi p. That was what was articul ated as one
of the biggest challenges. W did neet the MAB
That was not the issue. It was literally trying to
work in partnership in recognition of the very high
need of Community Board 11 residents to be on that
job, but Matt, if you want to expand?

MATTHEW WASHI NGTON:  Sure, certainly. |
think there are a couple of issues. The first

being that this project was on an accel erated
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timeframe. |t happened very quickly and so being
able to ranp up and identify work with the | oca
community, as | nentioned earlier, a 16 percent
unenpl oynment, 45,000 peopl e outside of the
wor kf orce on sone sort of public assistance, so
getting to people is inmportant. Making sure that
if it is a union card that they need to do that but
really having the tine to ranp up. W have shown
that when we work in collaboration with the city,

wi th devel opnent partners, we can achi eve great

|l ocal hiring targets. Wth the East River Pl aza,
for instance, right at 116th Street and the FDR
Drive, Marshall’s, one of the retail stores, at
openi ng had 60 percent hiring fromthe East Harl em
community, and it was just through a real attention
to detail and meking sure that we’ re addressing the
needs and finding out what the skills and
qualifications are for the positions that are

avai lable, and it’s really that tim ng piece that
happened. This has been a rush project, and
certainly we understand that the goals and the need
for the School of Applied Sciences and Engi neeri ng,
but there’s a smart way to do it and there is just

a better way to do this. And | want to be clear
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that I"’mnot trying to be critical of HHC directly.
| think they have been working but we need to do
nore, and certainly as a city we need to do nore
collectively to address these needs. And LaRay has
heard some unfriendly words fromne at neetings
when she’s brought in low |ocal hiring nunbers
because |’ m passi onate about ny comunity and then
want to nake sure that we can really hel p make a
difference in the East Harlem community.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Has t here been any
di scussion, | nean obviously this is a slightly
conplicated link set of projects, but | wonder
whet her, and | know there’s the issue of the hiring
for the Applied Sciences canpus is a nuch broader
i ssue, but it’'s closed East Harlem It’'s a
community of need and separate fromthe
construction on North General, and if there s any
way for the longer termjobs and positions that are
bei ng created on the Applied Sciences canpus if we
can push EDC and Cornell/Technion to attend to the
needs of East Harlemin particular as that.

MATTHEW WASHI NGTON: Definitely. |
think it’s really inportant understandi ng what

those positions, what the qualifications are.
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There’s going to be tine before this is fully built
out. It’s alot of time. We have plenty of tine.
Certainly Cornell/Technion knows what the needs
will be, so being able to distill that informtion,
work with [ocal hiring organizations to ranp up for
it, and really create a pipeline for it, that's
really the way to do it. And al so naking
connections with |local schools. There are going to
be a lot of resources at this institution.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: So maybe one thing
| could suggest and if you want to work on this
with Council Menber Mark-Viverito, if there were a
| etter, you know, either to EDC or to
Cornel I / Techni on refl ecting sonme di sappoi ntnent in
the shortage of, you know, the inability to neet
the goals on them the hiring on this job, and that
that reflects our desire to see sone of that nade
up for as the Applied Sciences work noves forward.
We'd be glad to work with you on that.

MATTHEW WASHI NGTON: Can | start the
| etter as Council Menber Brad Lander suggested?

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: 1’11 sign on.

There’s | ocal representatives and ot hers.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SUBCOW TTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLI C SI TI NG AND MARI TI ME
I leEQ

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYQO | think there's
areally interesting conplication here and that is
the requirenent for the union card, and where is
the opportunity to provide |ocal residents a
pi peline into the union, and the union has to be
part of the conversation. W cannot |eave them out
of it because we just need to becone better at
finding alternatives to addressing this very
conplicated issue. As long as it’s only a nenber
with a card who’s going to be hired for the job,
the local residents are not going to have an
opportunity and that’s a very, very serious problem
across the board when you’ re building union. You
cannot | eave them out of this conversation.

MATTHEW WASHI NGTON: W conpl etel y agree
and it’s sonething that we’ ve been working on quite
regularly in East Harlem COtentines, they' re told
you need an apprenticeship but our people aren’t
even getting to apprenticeships. Wat we’ ve
recently done at Comunity Board 11 is passed a
resolution that says that we want an apprenticeship
programrequired for every job in our community

with a 50 percent |ocal preference on all those

apprenti ceshi ps but you have to get people, and
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absol utely we’ ve been working and urgi ng the unions

that they need to change their practices so that we

can get people union cards. |It’s been very

difficult for East Harlemresidents to do that.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO. And there’s sone
great exanples of sonme |ocals that have done sone
i ncredi bly phenonenal work around openi ng
opportunities for local community residents and
their apprenticeship prograns. |It’s been proven it
wor ks and it makes sense.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: And so let nme cl ose
this dowmn. This has actually been a fruitful
conversation and I'’m m ndful of the fact that it’'s
in sonme ways a transitional one. Cbviously this
was rushed in part to try to nove sone things
forward before the end of the Bl oonberg
adm nistration and | think |onger term
opportunities to continue to inprove the way the
City builds on those exanples and does this so
really going to sit nore with the next
adm nistration but it’s good that we continue to
really keep a focused eye on it, so | want to thank
you for taking the tinme of presenting it to us.

Thank you.
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MATTHEW WASHI NGTON:  Thank you for your

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Al right, that
cl oses the public hearing on the Gol dwater
Hospital. W have one itemremaining on the
cal endar and a nice set of people signed up to
testify onit. Let nme flag in advance that it’s
possi bl e that Council Menber Wllianms and | will
need to run out for about five mnutes while the
testimony on Bed-Stuy is taking place. |If that
happens, we will come back up for the vote. You
have your council nenber, Council Menber Vann, who
we wel cone here to join us for this item and if
t hat happens, we’' |l ask Council Menber Arroyo as
t he seni or nenber of the Landmarks Subconmttee 2
to take the gavel. So the last itemon our
cal endar for today is Land Use Nunmber 866, the
Bedf or d- St uyvesant and Expanded Stuyvesant Hei ghts
Hi storic District designation, and we’'ll start by
asking M chael Owen again to cone up and present it
to us and then we have a half dozen or so people
signed up to testify in support.

M CHAEL OWEN: Good norni ng Counci |

Menbers. My nane is Mchael Omen, Conmunity
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Qutreach Coordinator for the Landmarks Preservation
Commi ssion. |I'mreading this testinony on behal f
of ny collision Jenny Fernandez, who regrettably
coul d not be here today.

|’ m here today to testify on the
comm ssion’ s designation of the Bedford-
St uyvesant / Expanded Stuyvesant Heights Historic
District in Brooklyn. On August 2nd, 2011, the
Landmar ks Preservati on Comm ssion held a public
heari ng on the proposed designation of the Bedford-
St uyvesant / Expanded Stuyvesant Heights Historic
District. Twenty-six w tnesses spoke in favor of
t he designation including Council Menber Al bert
Vann, Assenbly Menber Annette Robinson as well as
representatives of Brooklyn Borough President Marty
Markowi tz, State Senator Vel manette Mntgonery, the
New Yor k Landmar ks Conservancy, the Historic
Districts Council, and the Victorian Society. 1In
addi tion, the Comm ssion received 13 |etters, 108
e-mai |l s and 146 postcards in support of the
desi gnation including correspondence from Brookl yn
Communi ty Board #3.

Over the course of several years, LPC

staff has responded to the community led efforts to
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protect resources in several areas of the Bedford-
St uyvesant nei ghborhood. The Comm ssi on desi gnat ed
the Stuyvesant Heights Historic District in 1971.
Fol | owi ng an expansive survey of the area, the
Comm ssion held a public hearing in 1993 on the
extension of that district.

After public testinmony fromcomunity
owners and residents expressing m xed support for
t he expansion no further action was schedul ed.
More recently, the Conmm ssion began to receive
inquiries and requests fromthe comunity groups
and residents requesting the Conm ssion revisit the
cal endared expansion of the Stuyvesant Heights
Historic District. LPC staff has attended nunerous
eveni ng neetings and has nailed out several letters
outlining each step of the Comm ssion’s actions in
addition to offering neetings with individua
property owners at their request and the many
meeti ngs and outreach efforts that have been
conducted by the comunity.

On April 16th, 2013, the Conm ssion
voted to desi gnate Bedford- Stuyvesant/ Expanded
Stuyvesant Heights a New York City H storic

District. The Bedford-Stuyvesant/ Expanded
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Stuyvesant Heights Historic District consists of
approximately 825 buildings and is |located within
the area roughly bounded by Tonpkins Avenues on the
west, Macon and Hal sey Streets on the north,
Mal col m X Boul evard on the east, and Fulton Street
on the south. The boundaries of this proposed
di strict enconpass and extend the boundaries of the
Stuyvesant Heights Historic District designated in
1971 and nore than doubles the size of the existing
Hi storic District. The Bedford-Stuyvesant/Expanded
Stuyvesant Heights Historic District is significant
as part of a |arger Bedford-Stuyvesant area which
for two-thirds of the twentieth century has been
one of the nation’s |argest and best known Afri can-
Anerican and Cari bbean- Anerican residentia
communities. The buildings wthin the Bedford-
St uyvesant / Expanded Stuyvesant Heights Historic
District nostly dating fromthe |ate nineteenth
century formextraordi nary streetscapes of row
houses and smal |l apartnent buildings with conmunity
ground stories interspersed by churches, schools
and related public and institutional buildings.

The i medi ate area becane known as

Stuyvesant Heights by the first decade of the
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twentieth century and was probably naned for its
first major thoroughfare, Stuyvesant Avenue. From
the md 1880s into the 1890s, the east-west streets
and Stuyvesant Avenues were devel oped with rows of
specul atively built houses reflecting stylistically
the popul ar trends of the era: neo-Gec, Queen
Anne, Ronmanesque Revival and Renai ssance Revival.
During the 1890s, four- and five-story brick and
stone apartnent buildings or “French flats”
general ly designed in the Romanesque Revival and
Renai ssance Revival styles were also erected in the
di strict expansion.

Many of the late nineteenth century
residents of the area were famlies of New Engl and
origins while others were nenbers of inm grant
groups such as the Gernmans and the Irish who had
prospered sufficiently to be able to afford the
purchase of a newly constructed row house or the
rental of a flat in one of the apartnent buil dings.
During this early period, prosperous African-

Anmeri cans al so purchased houses within the area.
By World War |, the denographics of the area began
to change, and African-Anericans and nenbers of

white ethnic groups that were discrimnated agai nst
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el sewhere in the city were able to acquire decent
af f ordabl e housi ng i n Bedford- Stuyvesant. |f
Harl em was perceived as the center of New York’s
bl ack cultural life with the rise of the Harlem
Renai ssance in the 1920s and 1930s, Bedford-
Stuyvesant offered an alternative, a residentia
community within the borough of hones and churches
wi th block after block of attractive row houses and
smal | apartnment buildings. Wth its unparalleled
opportunities for hone ownership, Bedford-
St uyvesant becanme the community of choice for many
of New York’s African-Anerican residents.

The Comm ssion urges you to affirmthis
desi gnation. Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO:. Thank you. |
t hi nk we have a nunber of people signed up to
testify. Council Menber Vann, would you like to
make a statenment now or you want to wait for the
public? You'll wait, okay, thank you. And, okay,
so...okay, so we’'ll do two panels. W’re going to
call Henry Butler, Comrunity Board 3 District
Manager. Henry, hi. Evelyn Collier, Comrunity
Board 3 Landnmarks Comm ttee; and Bl aire Wl sh, New

Yor k Landmar ks Conservancy. Ckay, we’'re going to
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continue to use the clock and hopeful Iy your
testinmony will be summari zed. W’ re not reading
verbatimfromyour witten statenments, right? Real
and direct testinony we find is the best one that
we hear. So you proceed, flip a coin, however you
want to go.

HENRY BUTLER | guess I'Il go first.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO: Ckay. The light
is on, the mc is working.

HENRY BUTLER Good afternoon. Henry L.
Butl er, fornmer Chairperson of Community Board 3,
New Di strict Manager of Conmunity Board 3, thank
you.

|’mhere to state that the Community
Board, the role of the Cormunity Board and this
process, has been a process of we did not determ ne
who and what would be | andmarked. W let the
residents decide that, so it was the residents who
canme to us asking for assistance in getting the
areas |landnarked. W told the residents it was up
to themto show and prove to the Conmunity Board,
to elected officials, to LPC, that |andmark was

sonmet hing that was desired by the residents in the

desi gnated area that we’'re here speaking on today.
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After various neetings that were held,

once that was done, the Community Board cane
onboard with full support behind this designation
because it was shown with significant nunbers that
there was support for |andmarking the Stuyvesant
Expansion area. So the official statenent will be
read by the Landmark Chairperson, M. Evelyn
Collier, and I just wanted to put out there to the
Counci |l Menbers that the role of the Community
Board is to neither support nor be agai nst
| andmar ki ng, but to I guess you could say guide the
resi dents of Bedford-Stuyvesant at what need to be
done if they want an area designated as | andmark
followi ng the guidelines set forth by OPC, and |
can fully state that when it conmes to the
Stuyvesant Hei ghts Expansi on, those guidelines have
been net by the residents, and we at Community
Board 3 fully support the designation of the
Stuyvesant expansi on. Thank you.

EVELYN COLLI ER: Ckay. M nane is
Evelyn Collier. | amthe Chair of the Landmark
Committee for Conmunity Board 3, and |’ mreading

the testinony represented Comunity Board 3,
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chai rperson Tremai ne Wight, Henry Butler, District
Manager .

“Dear Chair Landers and the Landmark
Subcommi tt ee:

Communi ty Board 3 and t he Bedford-

St uyvesant / Expanded Stuyvesant Heights Historic
District Community would like to thank the New York
City Council and our esteemed Council Menber Al bert
Vann for holding this hearing today, August 19th,
2013. This community seeks your acknow edgenent
and your comm tnent to bestow designation to this
historic district today. The designation of the
Bedf or d- St uyvesant / Expanded Stuyvesant Hei ghts

Hi storic District by the Gty Council will be
beneficial to the present and future generation of
this community because it will preserve the
architectural, social and cultural diversity as
wel | as the many beautiful and one of a kind
streetscape in our nei ghborhood.

During the nineteenth century, the
community was popul ated by peopl e of European
descent. By the first Wrld War, African-Anericans
and Cari bbean- Aneri cans had becone a significant

part of the denographic in the nei ghborhood drawn
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by the high quality housing and | ack of
di scrimnatory practices and purchasing policies.
In the 1920s and the 1930s, Bedford- Stuyvesant
becanme the focal point of black culture in New York
Cty. By the 1960s, there was a cityw de econom c
downturn, discrimnatory banking policies and
i ncrease in absentee |landlord and politica
corruption anong other things took a toll on
Bedf or d- St uyvesant and many ot her nei ghborhoods in
New York City.

These practices | ed to abandonnent of
t housands of properties. The Bedford-Stuyvesant
Restoration Corporation, the nation’s first and
| argest comunity devel opnent corporation was
formed in 1967 to create jobs, rehabilitate
exi sting housi ng and construct new residential
building. This effort conbined with the subsequent
formati on of public and private partnership and
I nvest ment by individual hone and busi ness owners
brought renewed stability to this historic
nei ghbor hood.

The New Yor k Landmark Conm ssion LPC
held its first public hearing on a proposal to

expand the Stuyvesant Heights Hi storic District in
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1993, and a second one on August 2nd, 2011
foll om ng extensive outreach to the comunity.

On April 16th, 2013, LPC voted to
desi gnat e t he Bedf ord- St uyvesant/ Expanded
Stuyvesant Heights Historic District. This
district consists of properties bounded by Hal sey
and Macon Street to the north, Fulton Street to the
south, Mal col m X Boul evard to the east and Tonpki ns
Avenues to the west. The new district surrounds
the 1971 designated 430-building district of
Stuyvesant Heights district. The expanded district
conprised of 825 buildings largely characterized by
architecturally diverse nineteenth century row
house, four- to five-story apartnent buil dings,
architecturally designed in the Queen Anne, neo-
Grec, Romanesque Revival and Renai ssance Revi val
style. W are excited that this comunity
continues to stand with unity, pride and dignity,
all the while fighting for the common cause to
becone a designated district. Honeowners conducted
extensi ve outreach while the Community Board 3
Landmark Conmittee, our elected official Councilman
Vann, Borough President Marty Markowi tz, retired

Congressman Edol phus Towns, State Senator
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Vel manette Montgonery and nmany ot hers proved

steadfast in their unbending support to help the
community nove the designation process forward.
The community did not do this alone.
They cal |l ed upon the Landmark Preservation
Comm ssi on seeking education infornmation about the
| andmar ki ng gui delines and the rul es and
regul ati ons. W commend the Landnmarks
Preservati on, Comm ssioner Robert Butera (SP?) and
his staff with particular thanks to Kate Dail ey,
Jenny Fernandez, Marybeth Betts (SP?) and ot hers.
They have been astounding in their efforts to
preserve the many historic districts and individua
| andmar ks t hroughout the city. They have nade
t hese acconplishnments with limted resources and
staff. W thank you for your commtnent. W | ook
forward to partnering with LPC on the designation
of Bedford Historic District and the future
designation efforts with Stuyvesant East, North and
West. W commend the Historic District Council and
t he New York Landmark Conservancies for their
undyi ng support and allotting time to this
communi ty when call ed upon to speak and answer

guestions at the many public infornmational foruns.
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Today, August 19th, 2013, is a great day in New
York City designation history for any historic
district to be considered for designation by the
New York City Council. Today is a great day for

t he Bedf ord- Stuyvesant/ Expanded Stuyvesant Hei ghts
Historic District because we're | ooking to becone
desi gnated as one of New York’s pristine and uni que
historic districts. Let the record show that this
community is proud to be counted anong the 31 or
nore Brooklyn pristine and uni que historic

di stricts already designated by the Landnmarks
Preservati on Comm ssi on.

Further, this designation wll boaster
our comunity’s credence and recognition as we
will..therefore, I"'msorry, as we will thereafter
be one of three historic district designations
wi t hi n Bedf ord- Stuyvesant/Brooklyn. W’d like to
thank you for your tine and consideration.

Sincerely, Tremaine S. Wight,
Chai r person, Community Board 3.~

BLAI RE WALSH: Good nor ni ng, Counci
Menbers. |1’m Blaire Wal sh speaki ng on behal f of

the New York Landmar ks Conservancy.
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The Conservancy strongly supports the
desi gnation of the Expanded Stuyvesant Heights
Hi storic District. W’re pleased to join with
residents, public officials and preservationists in
doing so. |I'dlike to reiterate that the interest
in this extension canme fromthe comunity, and the
designation filed dozens of neetings.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO Is the mic on
yeah. | don’t think she turned it on.

BLAIRE WALSH: | think it’s on. The
light’s on. The designation foll owed dozens of
neeti ngs where residents and owners heard from
their own nei ghbors, the Comm ssion and advocates
and asked many thoughtful questions. Like the
original Stuyvesant Heights Historic District, the
extension is an extraordinary collection of
architectural treasures with attractive
streetscapes and a vivid sense of place. The
groups of houses and apartnents that conprise the
district feature a dazzling array of the styles
fromthe late nineteenth and early twentieth
century. Wile there have been alterations, the
rows retain their |owscale original materials and

attractive details. The sense of place is
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hei ghtened by a strong sense of community with
| andscapi ng that conpetes for the greenest block in
Brookl yn and fanmilies that have owned their hones
for generations.

The Conservancy knows this area very
well. Over the years we have received over 350
i nquiries from Bedf ord- Stuyvesant residents, gone
on dozens of site visits and spoken at comrunity
neetings. W ve conpleted over 20 projects funded
with lowinterest |oans to homeowners and grants to
religious properties. Those were nostly within the
Stuyvesant Heights Historic District, and there’s
little doubt that this designation will spur nore
applications and nore restoration. The designation
of this expanded district is long over do. The
Stuyvesant Heights community initiated it,
supported it, and achieved it, and now we urge the
Council to affirmit. Thank you for the
opportunity to express the Conservancy’ s vi ews.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO Now m ne is not
wor ki ng. Thank you. Any questions? Thank you.
kay, the next panel. Franpton Tal bert [phonetic],
if | said that wong, please correct it. Caudette

Brady. And Peri DeFino. State your nanes for the
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record because | butchered them obvi ously. Ckay,
when you’'re ready, begin. And nmake sure the |ight
is on and that you speak directly into the mc.
FRAMPTON TOLBERT: Cood afternoon,
Comm ttee Menbers and Council Menber Vann. M/ nane
Is Franpton Tol bert. 1'mthe Deputy Director of
the Historic District Council, and HDC is thrilled
to have the opportunity to speak and support of the
Bedf or d- St uyvesant / Expanded Stuyvesant Hei ghts
Hi storic District.
The architectural splendor of this
r emar kabl e Br ookl yn nei ghbor hood speaks for itself.
It is one of New York City's richest and nost
remar kabl e col |l ections of nineteenth century row
houses punctuated with sonme handsone snal
apartnment buil dings and drop dead gor geous
institutional structures. |In addition to the
obvious architectural nerit of the area, the
cul tural significance of the area is also
not ewort hy. Bedford-Stuyvesant is a suprene
exanpl e of the enduring value of historic
nei ghbor hoods. Built for immgrant popul ati on of
Eur opeans and New Engl anders, it becane hone to

anot her newy arriving popul ation during the
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twentieth century transformng into one of the

| ar gest and wel | - known bl ack nei ghborhoods in

Anerica. The African and Cari bbean- Ameri can New

Yor kers who have call ed this nei ghborhood hone for

al nost a century have grown deep roots in the

community, roots which are nurtured by and have

hel ped protect this fantastic built environnent.
This community is truly an exanple of a

| asting value of a historic neighborhood. These

bui | di ngs have been hone to a generation of New

Yorkers, and with the LPC s oversight, they

remai ned to becone the honmes and churches and

gat hering places for generations to cone. HDC has

had for many years now the pl easure of working

closely with a diverse, intelligent and passionate

group of volunteers from Bedf ord- Stuyvesant who are

devoted to preserving and protecting their

nei ghbor hood. W woul d especially like to

acknowl edge Council Menber Vann, Community Board 3,

i ncluding Henry Butler, Landmarks Commttee Chair

Evelyn Collier and the other countless supporters

and vol unteers, several of whomare here today. It

is to alarge extent due to their efforts that we

have cone to today’ s hearing which by our rough
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estimate is around the 30th public neeting on this
topic we have participated in, nost of which have
been held in church basenents, auditoriuns and
community neeting roons in the nei ghborhood.

This popul ar effort has also received a
great deal of public attention fromcityw de
newspapers and | ocal blogs, so it would be fair to
say this topic has been very well publicized and
di scussed. HDC urges you to support this popul ar
community driven effort and confirmthe | andmark
designation of this long awaited historic district.
Thank you.

CLAUDETTE BRADY: Good afternoon. M
nane is Cl audette Brady. | amone of the founders
of the Bedford-Stuyvesant Society for Historic
Preservation.

As you all know or have heard before,
the Stuyvesant Hei ghts Expanded District was
originally cal endared in 1993; however, LPC did not
nove forward on designation at the tinme because of
| ack of consent anmong community nmenbers. Through
the efforts of the |ocal residents and nost
significantly Council Menber Vann, LPC revisited

t he designation in Bedford-Stuyvesant at |large in




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SUBCCNNITTEEHEELLANDWRRKS, PUBLI C SI TI NG AND MARI Tl VE
2010 and held a public neeting in February of 2011
and then the |ater vote on the Stuyvesant Heights
public hearing in | ater 2000.

What | want to speak about today is the
feeling of the residents in the nei ghborhood about
designation. At the LPC public hearing, the
majority of people, I'd say 99 percent of the
people testifying and all the people testifying
testified in favor, but about 99 percent of those
peopl e testifying were African-Anmericans between
the ages of 60 and 93. These peopl e spoke of their
hones, their ancestors, their grandparents who
bought these hones in the ‘30s or the ‘50s and
struggl ed through red lining, urban renewal, and
all the plights of the early century and nai ntai ned
their hones rather than |eaving. Their pride,
their respect for their forbearers, their
sticktoitness [phonetic] in sticking with this
community and making sure that it survived, that it
thrived and designation was the fruition and part
of the culmnation of all those efforts. The
stories were heartfelt. | nmean | was teary-eyed

and so were actually sone of the comm ssioners at
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LPC. So this effort, you know, we go to a | ot of
publ i c hearings.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO Go ahead, sumit
up, sumit up.

CLAUDETTE BRADY: W go to a |l ot of
public hearings and we hearing people talk about

the architecture and the value, but for residents

i n Bedford-Stuyvesant, the value, their hones are,

to use the cotton comercial, is part of the fabric
of their lives. It is what keeps them grounded.
It is what keeps us alive as a conmunity. It is

where we spend our lives together on our stoops, SO
we want to keep that feeling intact and the
architecture is what grounds us and keeps that
community strong.

PERI DEFI NO. What she said. M nane is
Peri DeFino and | worked with C audette at the
Bedf or d- St uyvesant Soci ety for Historic
Preservation. |1’ve also worked with the Community
Board with outreach to the residents to educate
people as to what it nmeans to be a historic
district, to make sure people knew what it was, and
what | found was that people who lived with

cal endaring for so long that everybody was very
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well aware of what it was to be a historic district

and was nore than ready for this to happen. So as
a resident, as sonebody who's worked w th other
residents, | urge you to support designation.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYQ Counci | Menber
Vann?

COUNCI L MEMBER VANN: | concur. | think
that it’s obvious, and I'’mvery proud of the
i nvol venent of the residents of our community. The
| evel of their participation, their commtnent to
each other and just the whol e process was very
illTumnating. | attended nost of the neetings, if
not all of them and so | stand with all that
you’' ve heard, all the testinony that you have heard
whi ch has been outstanding, and I'’mvery proud to
be the representative of Bed-Stuy and the newy
expanded historic district as well. So I ask ny
col | eagues to be supportive as | know that you wll
and approve the designation of this extended
di strict of Bed-Stuy. Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO:. Thank you,
Council Menber. Before | close the hearing on this
item is there anyone else in the audi ence who's

here to testify on this iten? GCkay. Wth that, we




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

SUBCCNNITTEEHEELLANDNARKS, PUBLI C SI TI NG AND MARI Tl VE
cl ose the hearing on this [gavel] portion. And we
are going to vote. A couple to approve Land Use
Nunber 866, the last that we heard, we're going to
list first Bed-Stuy Expanded Stuyvesant Historic
District, Land Use Nunber 873 Pier 15 Maritine
Lease, Preconsidered LU Item Designation of
Bi al yst oker Center and Preconsidered Land Use Item
Surrendering the Gol dwater Hospital facility and
property. And we are going to call the vote and we
urge a yes on all itens.

CITY CLERK: Acting Chair Arroyo?

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO Aye on all.

Cl TY CLERK: Council Menber Pal ma?

COUNCI L MEMBER PALNMA: Aye on all.

Cl TY CLERK: Council| Menber Mendez?

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Perm ssion to
explain to nmy vote

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO. Ckay.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you.
First on Bialystoker, I'"mvery proud that we're
gonna be able to Landmark that building. It’s been
along tine comng and a |ot of work from people in
my community, and in terns of Bed-Stuy, the very

el oguent testinony, and | always tell the kids in
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nmy district that we need to know our history, that

our history defines us, and our history is told not
just by what happened in our conmmunity and the
lives that people | ed before but also the buildings
tell our history so congratulations to you all for
all your hard work in the community of Bed-Stuy. |
was in the neighboring community of WIIlianmsburg so
very proud of you all. Thank you very nuch. Aye
on all.

CITY CLERK: By a vote of three of the
affirmative, zero abstentions, and zero negati ves,
Land Use |Itens 866, 873, Preconsidered Land Use
[tem..

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO COkay. So we are
going to, yeah, turn it back to the Chair and we
have two nore votes to hear from

CI TY CLERK: Chair Lander?

CHAlI RPERSON LANDER: Aye.

C TY CLERK: Council Menber WIIlians?

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: VWi ch one are
we doi ng, everything?

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO We coupl ed all

the itens.
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COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: Ch okay. |I'm
voting aye. | did hear sone runors about problens
with the landmarki ng in Bed-Stuy. Nobody was here
to talk about it and I know Council Menber Vann has
a storied history with Bed-Stuy and woul d never do
anyt hing that would harmthe conmunity.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO And everyone
testified in favor.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: So |' m proud
to vote aye.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO. Ckay.

COUNCI L MEMBER VANN: Madane Chair?

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO. Yes?

COUNCI L MEMBER VANN: Could | be heard
briefly?

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYQO Absol utely.

COUNCI L MEMBER VANN: | just wanted to
mention for the record how proud I am of the
| eadership in Bed-Stuy that nmade all this happen.
Brot her Henry Butler who was here was the Chair of
Community Board 3 at the tine. M. Evelyn Collier
chaired the Landmarks Preservation Commttee, did
an extraordinary job, and you heard from Ms. Brady

that she epitom zes the volunteerismand the spirit
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of Bed-Stuy, so l’'d like to commend all of them as
| commend nmy entire community for their invol venent
and participation in the process.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: And |l et ne just add
ny...1 want to first apol ogize for mssing the
testinony which I’m sure was deep. People care
about their nei ghborhoods and as soneone who worked
at the Pratt Center for Community Devel opnent for
five years or so, the history. | know that folks
at Pratt have been working with the | eadership with
Counci | Menmber Vann first and forenost and with the
| eadership in the community and that the
preservation of that nei ghborhood in the sense of
its history and its buildings, in the sense of its
econonmic vitality and in the sense of its people
really cone together very nicely in this action
today. So congratulations to Council Menber Vann
and all the | eadership from Bed-Stuy. A thank you
to Council Menber Arroyo for chairing in ny
absence.

CITY CLERK: By a vote of five in the
affirmative, zero abstentions and zero negati ves,
Land Use |Itens 866, 873 and Preconsi dered Land Use

Itens Designation of Bialystoker Center and the
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surrender of the Gol dwater Hospital by HHC are
approved and referred to the full Land Use
conmittee.

CHAI RPERSON LANDER: Thank you very much

[ appl ause]. This neeting of the Subcommttee is

adj ourned [ gavel ].
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