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C TY COUNCI L 5

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Ckay, Ladies
and Gentlenen, we’'re going to start the cerenoni al
portion of today’ s Stated Meeting. First we have
Counci| Menber Drommw th his honorees being
presented here with a proclamation. Council Menber
Dromm do you have a few words today?

COUNCI L MEMBER DROVWM Thank you very
much, Majority Leader Joel Rivera for allow ng nme
to have this opportunity to honor Fatnma Abboud and
t he Egyptian Cancer Network on this very speci al
occasion. You know, |’ve been working very
closely with Mustafa el Shiekh [phonetic] who is a
very good friend and coll eague, and in the past we
held the first Arab Anmerican cultural event
sponsored by the City Council in 2010, and
unfortunately because of the renovations of City
Hall we were not able to have those cel ebrations
here, although we did have subsequent cel ebrations
in other parts of the city as well to acknow edge
contributions of Arab Anmericans to our conmunity.

But, today we have been joined by the
Ambassador as well, and | want to thank you for
bei ng here and for participating in this cerenony

with us, and | al so have sonme formal remarks that
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CI TY COUNCI L 6

| wanted to read so if you could hold the
procl amati on for one m nute?

It’s ny privilege to wel cone Anbassador
Arned Farroud [phonetic] and to present this
procl amation to the Egyptian Cancer Network. The
Egypt Cancer Network has proven itself a
form dable forced in the fight against chil dhood
cancer, providing Egyptian nedical institutions
and nonprofits with inval uable resources for
patient care and treatnent. Perhaps, one of their
greatest achievenents is having played an
i nportant role in establishing the Children’s
Cancer Hospital of Egypt 57357 which provides
chil dren di agnosed with cancer with free state-of-
the-art treatnment. The Egypt Cancer Network is
especi ally adept at garnering much needed fundi ng
and support from New Yorkers and devel opi ng
col | aborative partnerships with New York City
institutions. As Egypt continues to face
turbulent times, we here in New York proudly show
our support for the people of that country and
especially children in dire need of |ife-saving
cancer treatment. W expressed our sincerest

gratitude to Fatma Abboud and the Egypt Cancer
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Cl TY COUNCI L 7

Net work for ensuring that no Egyptian child | acks
the needs to fight this devastating di sease.

And | would like to add [ Pause] ...

CITY CLERK: Council, City of New York
Procl amati on: Whereas the Egypt Cancer NetworKk
established in 2008 is an American Egyptian
nonprofit organi zation dedicated to providing
resources to Egyptian children’ s hospitals and
not-for-profit organi zations that focus on cancer
in the areas of patient care, scientific
advancenent and education. Under the |eadership
of Fatnma Abboud, the organization’s chairwoman in
the Tri-State Area, its menbers have raised
hundreds of thousands of dollars to help treat
children with cancer whose |ives would have
ot herwi se been cut short, and whereas many New
Yor kers of Egyptian heritage have conme together to
support, expand and raise funds for the work of
Egypt Cancer Network. Furthernore, this
organi zation has al so greatly benefited fromvital
col | aborations with several New York institutions
and col | eges, including EIl HAB Human Servi ces and
t he Coll ege of Mount St. Vincent for nutual and

cross-nursing and | ab training, and whereas with
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CI TY COUNCI L 8

t he generous support of many New Yorkers, the
Egypt Cancer Network was able to help establish
its main partner and beneficiary to the Children’s
Cancer Hospital of Egypt 57357 CCHE, the | argest
state-of-the-art facility in the world that
provi des conprehensive care and quality healthcare
services free of charge for all children with
cancer w thout discrimnation. Today, the CCHE is
a role nodel for charitable healthcare
institutions, not only in Egypt but also in the
M ddl e East and the north Africa region, and
wher eas since June 2011, the Egypt Cancer Network
has expanded its reach by sponsoring not only CCHE
but the Association of Friends of the National
Cancer Institute, the Fakkous Center for Cancer
and Al lied Diseases, and U. S. teaching hospitals.
Now, therefore be it known, that the Council of
the City of New York gratefully honors the Egypt
Cancer Network for its outstanding contributions
to the fight against cancer. Christine C. Quinn,
Speaker for the entire council; Daniel Dronmm
Counci|l Menber 25th District, Queens.

COUNCI L MEMBER DROWMM Thank you very

much, M. City Clerk, M ke MSweeney. And now |’'d
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CI TY COUNCI L 9
like to give the Anbassador an opportunity to say
a few words. M. Anbassador

AMBASSADOR: Thank you very nuch. [It’s
my honor to be here today in this wonderful hall,
and 1'd like to express ny admration to Madam
Fat ma Abboud and the Egypt Cancer Network. As a
nonprofit organization ainmed to collecting all the
efforts and donations for 57357, the Children
Hospital for Curing Cancer, which | consider one
of the |argest hospitals in the world that is
offering this wonderful treatment for free w thout
discrimnation. So, 1'd like to repeat ny thanks
and all the best.

COUNCI L MEMBER DROVWM Thank you, M.
Ambassador. God bl ess you. God bless Egypt. And
now I'd like to give Fatma Abboud the opportunity
to say a few words as well

FATMA ABBOUD: Thank you. Madam Speaker
Qui nn, Council man Dani el Dromm City Counci
Menmbers and dear guests: It’s the greatest honor
and pride that | accept this award and recognition
on behalf of the many volunteers and supporters

who hel ped make this possible. Thank you.
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CI TY COUNCI L 10

| was raised in Egypt to care and help
others who is in need many years ago. Upon
arriving to the United States, | found that caring
and giving is natural, so | shared these val ues
with ny fell ow New Yorkers.

Over a year ago, | was approached by one
of the founders of the |argest children’s cancer
center hospitals in the Mddle East, Dr. Sharif
Abouel naga, to help raise funds for the hospital
since it only survives on donations and good wl|.
During ny last visit to Egypt, | was happy to know
that the cure rate in the Children Cancer Hospital
was up to 70 percent. 70 percent, that’s huge in
a hospital where treatnent is free. | know then
that our hearts to be in the right place.

Wth the help of New Yorkers from
di verse ethnic backgrounds, we were able to help
sustai n and expand the hospital. W hope you can
help us in the near future to continue our
m ssion. Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER DROWVM Thank you very
much and congratul ati ons. Council Menber Vall one,

did you want to say sonething?
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CI TY COUNCI L 11

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: Very qui ckly.
It’s been ny honor to represent what’s known as
Little Egypt for the last 12 years. So, it’'s an
honor to bring you here to City Hall. Thank you,
Counci| Menmber Dronm We' ve been joined by
Counci| Menber Koo, and there’'s Leroy Conrie, Mark
Weprin was just here, and there’'s so many others
who were watching, but it’s an honor to have you
here. [It’s been an honor to work with you,
especially Mustafa, for so long to continue and
I nprove Queens. The Egyptian community is a part
of the fabric of Queens that’s going to continue
to keep it great, and the work you do with the
Egypt Cancer Network is evidence of that. So,
t hank you for com ng here and it’s our honor to be
with you and you, too, M. Anbassador.

COUNCI L MEMBER DROMM Thank you very
much everybody. Thank you.

CI TY CLERK: Thank you, Council Menber
Drorm We're now going to call up Council Menber
Urich and his organi zation, the FI KA USA Karate
School to come up and receive their...bring up the

kids. [ Pause]
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CI TY COUNCI L 12

COUNCI L MEMBER ULRI CH: These are ny
ki ddi es here. These are Shot okan Karate chanpi ons
from Wodhaven Queens. Let’s hear it for Queens.
They are joined by parents, instructors, and the
owner of FIKA...FI KA, ny Spanish diction is as good as
M ke Bl oonberg’s, so anyway. The Sensei Jorge
Fal con, not falcon, right, is a very dynam c | eader
in the Whodhaven comunity, and he founded this
karat e school, an after-school program and non-for-
profit on Janai ca Avenue in Wodhaven, Queens, a
growi ng and vi brant immgrant community of which I am
very proud to represent. |It’s also represented in
portions by Council Menber Crowl ey and al so Counci
Wman Karen Koslow tz, but these young people
represent the best and the brightest, the hardest
wor ki ng young people in the city, and they are hot on
the heels of a trip. They just canme from G eensboro,
South Carolina. They went to the nationa
conpetition. I'mtranslating for them Go ahead.
Yep. Ww, this is incredible. 24 nedals. They’ ve
won 24 nedals in Las Vegas. |1’ve left a | ot of nedal
in Las Vegas, so you brought sone back. | left sone
there. Anyway, the point is we are just so proud of

t hese young nen and wonen and, you know, when we say
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CI TY COUNCI L 13

that the children are our future, when you | ook at
the faces of these young people we should all be
rest-assured and sl eep better tonight know ng that
our future is that nmuch brighter because of these
young people. They are excelling inside the
cl assroom and outside the classroom And the clerk
IS going to read the proclamation now, so |let’'s hear
t he proc, okay.

CITY CLERK: Council, Gty of New York
procl amati on.

Whereas, the Council of the Gty of New
York is proud to honor the Fal con Internationa
Karate Do Associ ation, FIKA USA, for enmpowering New
Yorkers to becone chanpions in the martial arts as
well as life. And whereas FlI KA USA based in
Wodhaven, Queens has been providing excel | ent
instruction in karate do and the martial arts since
2004. Headed by Jorge L. Falcon Lopez, 5 Dan bl ack
belt president and founder, and the staff of expert
i nstructors and managers includi ng Shi han Pedro
Fal con, M guel Silva, Mchelle Guzman, Johana
Arietta, LuzDary Fal con, and Senpai Sara Fal con, FIKA
USA has becone one of the finest martial arts schools

in the five boroughs, and whereas the training that
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Cl TY COUNCI L 14
students at FI KA USA receive involves the dynam c use
of the total body |eading to physical benefits of the
hi ghest quality. \Wether training for persona
devel opnent or for conpetition, this training
devel ops the whol e person by fostering greater self-
control, etiquette and respect for others as well as
one’s self leading to the enotional and nental
stability and overall equilibriumthat exenplify a
heal thy m ndset. Being true artists, these nartia
art students denonstrate strength of body and
strength of character. And whereas, in March 2013,

FI KA USA students traveled to Las Vegas as
participants in the prestigious Junior International
Cup and the USA Open in Las Vegas, a wldly popular
event held at Caesar’s Pal ace where the top karate
talent in the world test their skills and pursues
their quest for victory. In the end they returned to
New York with an inpressive 24 nedals, including 13
bronze, 8 silver, and 3 gold. Now therefore be it
known that the Council of the City of New York honors
and congratul ates the students and staff of FIKA USA
Karate School for all their recent victories and for
fostering greater enpowernent in Wodhaven, Queens

and t hroughout New York City. Christine C. Quinn
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CI TY COUNCI L 15
Speaker for the entire Council; Eric Urich, Counci
Menber 32nd District Queens.

COUNCI L MEMBER ULRI CH. Ckay, so we’'re
going to present the proclamation now. So one of you
hold it on the side here, and we’'re gonna allow the
Sensai to say a few words and then we're going to
pose for pictures, okay?

SENSEI JORCE FALCON: Thank you. Thank
you Council. 1It’s an honor for us to be here and to
celebrating with all the children. They have been
wor ki ng so hard. They've been doing very well in the
school as well as in the Dojo [phonetic], went to
Vegas to represent USA agai nst 65 countries and have
a very good job. They just canme now from South
Carolina in the national conpetition and Gabrie
Fermei n [ phonetic] beconme of one of the best national
chanmpi on (i naudi ble) as well as the other ones that
winin there. Mst of themget a silver nedal, a
bronze nedal, gold nmedal. They becone very good in
karate. They stay away from bad thing (SIC) and they
represent our children, our community Wodhaven, and
t hank you Council Eric for believe in us and thank

you to New York City too. Thank you
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COUNCI L MEMBER ULRI CH

Sir,

16

we are

delighted and I want to recognize ny col | eagues who

are also very proud of the children.

standi ng up here with them Counci

They’' re

VWman Kar en

Kosl owi t z, Counci |l man Danny Dromm Council Menber

Pet er Koo, Annabel Pal m, Joel Ri vera.

says you |l ook so young, right? |

Ever ybody

wasn't the...oh, I'm

sorry, | was getting to...l said young.

" mgetting

to the young, okay. Alright, so Sara Gonzal ez from

Br ookl yn, the second best borough in New York Cty.

Queens is the first. And Marie del

Carnmen Arroyo

fromthe Bronx. | can never forget you, okay. And

Peter Vallone, and it’s good to be the king, okay.

Andy King is here too, so | think I’'ve recognized

everybody in the roomat this point,

so proud of the children...and our

SO.

W' re al

Maj ority Leader

Joel Rivera. I was 24 when | was el ected; he was 22.

He beat ne by two years, but he stil

| ooks younger

than me, so he’s a good friend and a good man. And

we're just so proud of these children.

you have ever been to Gty Hall?

time, right? The first tine. Well,

How many of

This is your first

we want you to

come back many, nmany tines. This is your house.

This is |ike an extension of your

hone,

and we are
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CI TY COUNCI L 17
here to help you and we want to see you grow and
mature, and we will be behind you 100 percent, 1,000
percent, because we know that each of you are going
to acconplish very good things and you' re going to
make us even prouder. God bless you all, thank you.

Bef ore we pose for the pictures | want to
t hank David Adorno [phonetic]. He's wth the canera
over there. He works for Council man Jackson, but
David was instrunmental in setting this up. He works
very closely with this afterschool programand with
the Sensei. He's very active and involved in the
Wodhaven community, and I want to nmake sure that he
receives that recognition today, thank you.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Thank you very
much. Congratul ati ons kids. Congratul ations.

So, now they’'re wapping up with the
karate segnent of the cerenpnials, we’'re going to go
onto the boxing segnent of the cerenonials. W have
Counci | Menber Jurmaane W lians bringing up the Atlas
NYPD Cops and Kids Boxing Program Let’s call up
Counci | Menber Jurmaane WIlians and the NYPD Cops and
Ki ds Atl as Boxi ng Program

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AVS:  Thank you,

thank you. Alright, alright, very proud of this




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

CI TY COUNCI L 18
procl amati on that we’re doing here for the Teddy
Atl as Foundation. Very proud to work with Pat Russo
who is a forner police officer. Took his |love of the
community and founded a boxing gym and very proud to
be here with Teddy Atlas, a forner professiona
boxer, who nade sure it kept going after the gym had
cl osed. They have a boxing club at Flatbush Gardens
innmy district to help coach young people 13 to 21.
They have had nmany successes thanks to Teddy Atl as
and Pat Russo, and they spared the creation of two
addi ti onal boxing gyns in Staten Island, one at Park
Hi |l Apartments and Berry Houses [phonetic]. | think
one of those are in Jimmy Oddo’s district, right?
And in just a few years they have a | ot of top owners
in the Daily News Colden d oves Tournanment. Marcus
Brown, where’s Marcus? Raise your hand. ©Ch, he’s
training, okay. Marcus Brown, who trained at the
Park H 1l gymwent on to becone a three-tine CGol den
G oves chanp and a 5-0 rising professional star and a
menber of the 2012 U. S. A ynpic Boxing Team This
boxi ng gym opened up in Fl atbush Gardens that was
once called Vanderveer. It used to be one of the
pl aces with the highest amount of crinme, particularly

gun violence in the District. |’mhappy to say that
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CI TY COUNCI L 19

today it’s one of the safest parts of the District,
and | think it’s in thanks to the partnership of the
entire community, but it’s also in thanks to prograns
i ke what Teddy Atlas has done with the Teddy Atlas
Foundation. | want to thank Teddy and Pat so nuch
for the great work that they’ re doi ng hel ping keep
our kids away from gangs, help keep ny kids in
school. The high school graduation rate fromthat
boxi ng gymis phenonenal, so we’re doing all the
right things |’ m happy to support and happy to
conti nue support and we have a I ot of police officers
there working with the kids the way it should be.
Pol i ce officers and young peopl e working together for
a safer community, and | think Teddy's going to
speak, is that right? GCh wait, | did it all wong.
Alright, 1"'mgoing to ask the clerk to read the
procl amati on pl ease.

CI TY CLERK: Council, Cty of New York
Procl amat i on.

Whereas, in 2010, the Dr. Theodore A
At | as Foundati on founded by visionary boxing
commenter Teddy Atlas in nenory of his father,
partnered with NYC Cops and Kids to open a boxing

club at Fl atbush Gardens in East Fl atbush, Brooklyn.
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CI TY COUNCI L 20
Each day, certified boxi ng USA coaches have provided
youth ages 13 to 21 with training and boxing
t echni ques, sparring, heavy bag, speed bag, and
calisthenics as well as proper nutrition. As a
result, these young athl etes have not only enbraced
opportunities for greater fitness and conpeted in
| ocal and national boxing tournanments but have
devel oped the self-discipline and sel f-esteem needed
to support thenselves in all of their other
endeavors, even those far renoved fromthe boxing
gym and whereas, the Atlas Cops and Ki ds Boxi ng
Programin Brooklyn was such a success that Teddy
Atl as has spearheaded the creation of two additiona
boxi ng gyns and | earning centers under the Cops and
Kids banner in Staten Island, one at the Park Hil
Apartments and nore recently one at the Berry Houses
in Dongan Hlls. Today, roughly 600 young people are
i nvolved in the program Each kid nust bring a
report card before being allowed to join the gym and
all participants are offered educati onal outreach
wi th conputer |abs, nentoring and nore. And whereas,
in just a few short years the Atlas Cops and Kids
Boxi ng Program partici pants have gat hered top honors

at the New York Daily News CGol den G oves Tour nanent
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in all categories. Marcus Brown, a young nman who
trained at the Park Hill gymwent on to becone a
three-tine Golden d oves chanp, a 5-0 rising
prof essi onal star and nenber of the 2012 U.S. A ynpic
Boxi ng Team And whereas, the Atlas NYPD Cops and
Ki ds Boxi ng Program has proved to be nore than a hub
for athletic achi evenents but a nuch-needed safe
haven for youth | ooking to avoid gang and street
vi ol ence. Mbst inportantly, each year nore kids in
the program are graduating from hi gh school than ever
before. Now therefore be it known that the Counci
of the City of New York gratefully honors the Atlas
NYPD Cops and Ki ds Boxing Programfor their life-
changi ng contri butions to the youth throughout New
York Cty. Christine C. Quinn, Speaker for the
entire Council; Jumaane D. WIlians, Council Menber,
32nd District, Brooklyn; Deborah Rose, Counci
Menber, 49th District, Staten Island; Janmes S. (ddo,
Mnority Leader, 50th District, Staten Island.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: Yeah, and | just
want to nake sure. This is exactly what prograns
should be |ike. W have a professional athlete. W
have a busi ness man, a forner police officer, |

forgot to shout out, he's a very responsi bl e busi ness
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man in the District with Chef’s Choice, and we have
the NYPD all working together for this program maki ng
it a success. | want to say thank you to all of
them and I think Teddy wants to say a coupl e words,
yes?

TEDDY ATLAS: Wwell, first of all thank you
for supporting gymprogranms. The Dr. Atlas
Foundation, 17 years ago, was started in nmenory of a
doctor naned Dr. Atlas who happened to take care of
all the poor people. He actually built two hospitals
in Staten Island so people could get free
hospitalization. He did house calls until he was 80
years old, charging five dollars for a house call
and he nade sure that everybody got treated the way
they needed to be treated when they were sick,
whet her they had noney or not, and | thought a good
way to renenber himwas to start a foundation.

W take care of famlies that don’t have
the ability to take care of their children when
they’'re sick with cancer and different diseases. W
step in and we pay for the treatnent prograns. W
fly them out of state when necessary. W put up
handi cap ranps. About five years ago, | was asked by

Pat Russo, former New York City detective, the PAL
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decided to pull the nonies and the backing, the
fundi ng for PAL boxing gyns that was keeping a | ot of
kids off the streets. He asked ne if the Foundation
woul d step in and subsidize those gyns. Each gym
cost the Foundation about $50,000 dollars a year to
run, so with the help of people here with the proper
ki nd of people here like Jimy Oddo, |ike Jumaane
Wl lianms, |ike Debbie Rose and |ike M ke Cusack
[ phonetic], it gives us the help we need to keep
doing the job. The nost inportant thing that you
have to understand is | wll shut these gyns down
tonmorrow if all we're doing is producing fighters.
We have a bunch of chanpionship fighters here, but
nore i nportantly we have chanpi onship people. W
have kids that are becom ng better kids.

We have a young girl here who' s going
into the Navy, and she was able to pass her test to
go into the Navy through our conputer prograns,

t hrough our nmentoring program through our education
program W have certified teachers that go into the
gyns and they work with them W also have a kid
here who just graduated pharmacy school. W have a
coupl e kids here going into the police acadeny, and

we have a couple kids that are going to coll ege.
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VWhat’ s happening with the gynms is very sinple.
There’s three rules. One, you have to bring your
report card to get entry. There' s no noney. W take
care of that. Nunber Two, you got to pull your pants
up at the door. Respect yourself, respect other
people. And the third thing, you have to go into the
conmputer roons two or three days a week with our
mentors, with our teachers, who are doing a
tremendous job with these kids, and finally I want to
say that we live in a practical world in boxing. |If
you don’t nove your damm head you get knocked out,
alright? So it’'s very sinple, and we give these kids
the tools that they need to get fromPoint A to Point
B, to get through school, to have the discipline, to
have control over thenselves. There' s nobody in
control in our neighborhoods, and these kids are
| earning to be in control of their own |ives and nmake
the right choices. |I'mglad that you have a couple
practical politicians because all you politicians
aren’t all practical. Sone of you' s are, and M.
Wl lianms, Jimy Oddo, Debbie Rose, Mke Cusack, I
know they are. So keep up the good work. Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER ULRICH: Let’s give a round

of applause to the young peopl e too, please.
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CITY CLERK: And that concludes today’s
cerenonials. [Pause] Can we please clear the floor
of the chanbers, please. Can we please clear the
fl oor of the chanmbers, thank you. Ladies and
Gentl enmen, can | have your attention please? Can
pl ease have your attention. At this tinme, please
pl ace all cell phones and pagers to vibrate. WII
all non council enployees, all non council enployees
pl ease | eave the main floor of the chanbers. Thank
you.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: My col | eagues,

pl ease rise for the Pledge of Allegiance. [Pledge of

Al'l egi ance] Roll call

CITY CLERK: Arroyo.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO. Here.
Cl TY CLERK: Barron.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Her e.
CI TY CLERK: Brewer.

COUNCI L MEMBER BREVEER: Her e.
CI TY CLERK: Cabrera. Chin.
COUNCI L MEMBER CHI N: Here.
CITY CLERK: Conrie. Thank you. Crow ey.
COUNCI L MEMBER CROWALEY: Here.

Cl TY CLERK: D ckens.
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COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: Her e.
CITY CLERK: Dil an.
COUNCI L MEMBER DI LAN:  Her e.
CITY CLERK: Dromm
COUNCI L MEMBER DROMM Her e.
CI TY CLERK: Eugene.
COUNCI L MEMBER EUCGENE: Her e.
CI TY CLERK: Ferreras.
COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Her e.
CITY CLERK: Fidler. Foster. Garodnick.
COUNCI L MEMBER GARCDNI CK: Her e.
CI TY CLERK: Cennaro. Centile. Gonzalez
COUNCI L MEMBER GONZALEZ: Her e.

Cl TY CLERK: Greenfi el d. Hal | or an.

Jackson. Janes.

COUNCI L MEMBER JAMES: Her e.
CI TY CLERK: Ki ng.

COUNCI L MEMBER KI NG Present.
CI TY CLERK: Koo.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOO Present.
CI TY CLERK: Koppell.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.
CI TY CLERK: Koslow t z.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOSLOW TZ: Her e.
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CI TY CLERK: Lander. Lappin. Levin.

Mar k- Viverito. Mealy. Gennaro.

COUNCI L MEMBER GENNARQO Her e.

CI TY CLERK: Mendez.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Her e.

CI TY CLERK: Nel son.

COUNCI L MEMBER NELSON: Her e.

Cl TY CLERK: Jackson.

COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: Her e.

CI TY CLERK: Pal na.

COUNCI L MEMBER PALMA: Her e.

CI TY CLERK: Recchia. Reyna.
COUNCI L MEMBER REYNA: Her e.

CI TY CLERK: Ri chards.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Present.
CI TY CLERK: Rodri guez.

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Her e.
CI TY CLERK: Rose.

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: Her e.

CITY CLERK: U rich. Vacca. Vallone.
COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

CI TY CLERK: Van Braner.

COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER: Her e.

CITY CLERK: Vann. Weprin.
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COUNCI L MEMBER WEPRI N: Her e.

CITY CLERK: WIlians. Lappin.

COUNCI L MEMBER LAPPI N: Here.

CITY CLERK: Centile.

COUNCI L MEMBER GENTI LE: Here.

CI TY CLERK: Recchi a.

COUNCI L MEMBER RECCHI A: Her e.

CITY CLERK: Fidler.

COUNCI L MEMBER FI DLER: Her e.

CITY CLERK: WIIi ans.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: Her e.

CTY CLERK: WIIs.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLS: Present.

CI TY CLERK: Oddo. Rivera.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Here.

CI TY CLERK: Speaker Qui nn.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Her e.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Quorumi s
present. M coll eagues, please rise for the
i nvocation being delivered today by | mam Sol ei man
Konat e.

| MAM SOLEI MAN KONATE: I n the nanme of the
Lord of Abraham Modses, Jesus and Mohammed, peace be

upon them By your grace and your nercy, we gather
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here this afternoon as legislature and community. Oh
Lord, nake this City of New York one place of peace
and security. Bless our Cty Council and provide
these nenbers with wi sdom vision and patience to
| ead and serve with the people. Onh Lord, bless us
mercy and grace fromyoursel f, and (i naudi bl e)
gathering in the right way. Lord, you al one we ask
for help, for each and everything. Onh Lord, bless
our City Council with its speaker and the nenbers.
Touch their hearts with your power and your |ight for
themto serve all New Yorkers with |ove, respect and
sincerity. Anen.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Counci | Menber
Di ckens.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: Thank you | mam
Konate for the work that you and the Masjid Agsa has
done over the years to deal with our youth, the
probl ens that they have and our small businesses.
am pl eased, therefore, to make the notion to spread
the invocation in full upon the record.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: So order ed.

We're going to call in Council Menber Jackson now.
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COUNCI L MEMBER JACKSON: Majority Leader
I’d like to vote on all itens on the agenda today and
all resolutions. Thank you.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: So ordered. W
now nove on to adoption of the m nutes.

SPEAKER QUINN: If we...actually before we
adopt it, if we can call in Council Menber Garodnick
who, | believe, needs to vote and take care of a
personal situation. Council Menber Garodni ck?

COUNCI L MEMBER GARODNI CK: Thank you. I'd
like to vote Aye on the Land Use call ups and on the
General Order calendar as well. Aye on all. Thank
you.

SPEAKER QUINN: If | could please ask ny
col | eagues to please rise? On July 10th, 2013,
former City Council Menber Walter McCaffrey, 64,
passed away at M. Sinai Mdical Center. Wilter was
the son of Irish immgrants. He was the Chief of
Staff to fornmer City Council President Andrew Stein
and forner Chief of Staff to Congress Tom Manton
before being elected to the Gty Council in 1985
where he served until the end of 2001.

He represented Long Island City Sunnyside

and his bel oved Wodsi de nei ghborhoods i n Queens.
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Walter was a graduate of Monsignor MC ancy Menoria
H gh School and lona College. Wlter was known for
his kind heart, his honesty, his sharp wit, and his
tremendous political skills. He served on the Land
Use, Finance, Public Safety, Transportation
Committees in addition to being the Chair of the
Zoni ng and Franchi ses Subconmttee. He was
instrunmental in getting | aws passed required security
canmeras at ATMs and banni ng adult establishnents near
school s and in residential neighborhoods.

Many fol ks don’t renenber but Walter
hel ped establish the city’'s first honel ess shelter
for war veterans, and Walter is survived by many,
many friends and famly nenbers.

In a nonent, I’mgoing to call on Counci
Menbers Van Braner, Koslowi tz, and Brewer to speak
about fornmer Council Menber Walter MCaffrey, but I
just want to say | first net Walter when | was a
Tenant and Housi ng Organi zer advocating around
housi ng i ssues for the city council, and then net him
again, so to speak, when |I becane Tom Duane’s Chi ef
of Staff. He couldn’'t have been nicer, he couldn’t
have been nore hel pful. Wen | was at the anti-

vi ol ence project, he helped get the first speaker’s
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of fice grant ever that the anti-viol ence project has
had.

He went out of his way to help people, to
hel p conmunities. He al nost seened to seek to find
nei ghbor hoods and organi zati ons and entities who had
not necessarily had a seat at a table or an
opportunity to be heard. He had kind of a big teddy
bear way about him but no one should have confused
that without also a killer political skill. He was
sonebody that always was encouragi ng and supportive
and al ways pushing any of us who were getting started
in politics to nove as far ahead as we possibly
could. | know with nme, he went out of his way as
much as he could to be encouragi ng and supportive,
and al though we nentioned some of his past successes,

| know council nenbers will agree with ne
in noting that the nost recent MABE | egi sl ation, and
| know Sandra W I kins and Jacques De Graff woul d
agree with this, would not have passed into law if
Wal ter had not been advi sing Sandra and Jacques on
that every step of the way. There is a list too far,
too long to list of bills, laws, initiatives,

peopl e’ s careers who only exist because of Walter’s
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behi nd-t he-scene help and strategy, and we will all
m ss himvery, very nuch

Let nme call on Council Menbers Van
Branmer, Koslowitz and Brewer in that order please.

COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER: Thank you very
much, Madam Speaker. | amvery proud and hunbled to
represent the District that Walter MCaffrey
represented for 16 years in the Gty Council. He is
t he | ongest serving Council Menber in our district,
and he always wi |l be.

He was incredibly smart. He knew the
| ocal issues in our district |ike no one else. He
was a political w zard and an amazi ng canpai gn
strategist with a wit and a hunor that few people
could match. Many peopl e know t hat he was preceded
by, of course, Congressman Tom Manton wi th whom he
wor ked very closely. W’ ve had a long tradition of
really incredible Irish American |eaders in our
West ern Queens nei ghbor hoods.

| wanted to nmention that Walter McCaffrey
was al so soneone who of fered advice and could be very
generous. One of the last things that he did as a
Council Menber in this body is he passed a co-nam ng

of a street, Rescue 4, in Wodside on Queens
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Boul evard. Lost nmany brave firefighters on Septenber
11th, and in Decenber of 2011 he renaned outside the
firehouse on Queens Boul evard ‘ The Boul evard of
Bravery.’ Sadly, that sign was never put up and
Walter called ne in 2010, and he said | have an idea
for you. He said let me knowif you think this is a
good idea. He said with Septenber 11th com ng up,
want to nake you aware that we renaned the street
out si de of Rescue Four, the Boul evard of Bravery, and
maybe it would be a good idea if we put up the sign
and had a cerenony, and | said, Walter, that’s not
only a good idea, but that’s incredibly generous of
you and we'll do it. And we had a beautiful cerenony
W th Rescue Four, and Walter spoke that day and he
was i ncredibly el oquent and passionate, and |
renmenber Assenbl ywoman Cathy Nolan and | listening to
Wal ter and thinking how happy he was, how proud he
was of sonething that he had acconplished, and though
it took ten years to put the sign up, it is there now
because of Walter McCaffrey, just |like so nany other
things are in Wodsi de and Sunnyside and Long Isl and
Cty, including as the Speaker nentioned, the Borden
Avenue Veterans Shelter, which is the only one of its

kind and which is a part of his |legacy. There are
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many great nanmes in Western Queens that Walter would
have known and woul d have worked with, Ladati,
Sabbagh, Kraft, Crow ey, Nolan and McCaffrey, and I
am honored to have known him to have worked with
him and to represent the District that he so ably
represented. Al of the 26th Council District is
grateful to Walter for his service and dedi cati on,
and he will be sorely m ssed.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Thank you very rmuch,
Counci| Menber. Council Menber Koslowtz?

COUNCI L MEMBER KOSLOW TZ: Thank you.
knew Wal ter McCaffrey since 1980 when he was the
Chief of Staff to Tom Manton, and that’'s when | net
Walter. Walter was a dear friend of mne. W did
many things together. | used to sit in the seat,
Julissa Ferreras, where she’s sitting Walter
McCaffrey sat, and where Jimmy is sitting...see, it's
a friendship seat, you see, is where | sat. And
t hrough Council neetings we used to have a | ot of
fun, sonetinmes | aughing at people and doi ng things
that nmaybe we shouldn’t have, but we did it. Wlter
was sonmeone who when | needed sonething | coul d cal
on him If it was a Land Use issue, | called Walter.

Wien | worked for Andrew Stein, someone was trying to
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sabotage nme. | won’t nention the nane. They're
still around sabotagi ng other people. | had to...No,

they’re not in the room

| had to go and find out about the Land
Use issue that Andrew Stein was coming to speak in
t he nei ghborhood of this person, and the person
woul dn’t tell me anything. So who do | go to? |
went to Walter McCaffrey, and Walter explained the
whol e issue to nme, and when it cane tinme to brief
Andrew, this person sat in the roomand smling very
smug thinking I'"mgoing to really screw this one up
and | didnot. | let it all out and he | ooked and he
said wow, and that’'s what Walter to ne. He was not
only a work friend, he was a personal friend. W
used to go places together. Wen we had a nude club
in Forest Hills, the first nude club in the city, who
did I call on? W protested. Wilter would cone al
the tine, and we did very funny things. W went to
the Suprenme Court to fight this and won, and it was
sonmet hing Walter was such a dear friend. | mss him
and I wll always renmenber Walter McCaffrey for who
he was, a decent nice person.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Thank you, Karen. | think

Wal ter woul d appreciate this joke. | hope you had us
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all alittle confused there because you said you and
Walter used to go places and then you tal ked about
the first nude club in Forest Hlls and I didn't know
where you were goi ng, whether you guys went there or
protested it, so I’mglad you clarified that for the
record. Walter would not want the record to be
m srepresented. Council Menber Brewer.

COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very
much. Walter’s nenorial service was phenonenal
People really understood his brilliance and the fact
that he contributed so nmuch to this city, but | nust
admt | renenber...l1 think actually when I was Chair
of the National Wnen's Political Caucus even before
neeting Dorothy Pam and Walter MCaffrey, and all |
knew was that they seened to be the entire of
Sunnysi de. You know, it was so scary because
whenever they spoke, you had to do whatever they
said. You didn't really from Manhattan where they
came from but they were just always there. They
wer e ommi present, the two of them

And then when he worked for Andrew Stein,
he came in at Andrew Stein in 1978. | started
wor ki ng for Council Menber Messinger in 1978, and

Andrew Stein was never the nost brilliant in the
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world. He had the nost brilliant staff. He had the
nost brilliant staff. Everybody who worked for him

fromJessie Mase [ phonetic], Maggi e Payton

[ phonetic], Barbara Baer [phonetic], Walter

McCaf frey, we could never understand it. But we know
that he did sonme great things because of people |ike
Walter. But Walter kept the friendships, | nean the
peopl e who were part of his staff for years al ways

| oved him and I know nost recently when he was here

on behalf of issues at City Hall, wherever he stood,
wherever he sat, | was |ike, uh-oh, | better do
what ever Walter says because he was brilliant,

what ever he had done was thought out. He really...he
transcended all boroughs, he transcended all issues.
He was a master of the strategy, but at the sane tine
never used it for anything except to benefit New
Yor kers.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Thank you very nuch,
Counci | Menber Brewer. Also ten years ago yesterday,
July 23rd, 2003, was a day that nmany of us here today
and those in the Council Chanbers that day will never
forget. CQur colleague, Council Menber Janes Davis,
an ardent anti-gun viol ence advocate, was nurdered in

a sensel ess act of violence in the bal cony just above
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us. As we reflect and renenber this event, we nust
reconmt ourselves to the efforts to reduce the
nunmber of guns in our city and the tragic effect that
gun vi ol ence had on Janes and continues to have on
our entire city. Such conmtnent is really the only
thing that would be an appropriate and |ifel ong
tribute to the nenory and | egacy of Council Menber
Janes Davis, and | just open up the floor, so to
speak, if anybody would like to say a few words.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: Well, | would just
like to say that Janmes Davis was a good friend of
m ne and a strong struggler who had an energy that
was j ust unbelievable and had a | ove and conmm t nment
for peace. H s entire famly, he commtted his
entire famly to that cause, and we naned the | ounge
after him so I'’mjust hoping that in the name of
James Davis that we can continue the issues that he
took on. It wasn’t just gun violence, but also he
wanted to see to it that the wealth in this city was
nore equi tably distributed anongst the poor, and he
was a real chanpion for our people, so Janes, rest in
peace for a job well done.

COUNCI L MEMBER ?: In the words of Janes

Davis, “Love yourself and stop the violence.” 1In
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menory of Trayvon Martin, in nenory of James Davis,
the nenory of all of those who have lost their lives
to sensel ess gun violence, let us continue to keep
t he peace in our comunity.

SPEAKER QUI NN:  Anyone el se?

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRIE: | just want to
reflect that ten years ago yesterday when the tragedy
unfolded in this Cty Council, it was a surrea
experience for all of us, but to renmenber the life
and the energy of Janes, the activismand his desire
to make sure that he had an inpact is sonething that
we shoul d never forget, and Janes woul d’ ve been one
of the 34 that would be on the Community Safety Act
today because as a former police officer he
under st ood t he need between community rel ati ons and
maki ng sure that people respect it. Janmes respected
everyone. Janes was trying to be a nentor to
everyone around him Janmes was trying to nmake
everyone understand that governnment could work for
people. W need to renenber him Yesterday when
realized it was his tenth anniversary, you still have
an experience when you cone in the chanbers and
renmenber that we |ost a nmenber right here in the

chanbers, and it’s sonmething that I wll never forget
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and | hope that the city never forgets as we fight to
make sure that gun violence is sonething that is
| essened in our city, and we all need to work to nmake
sure that that happens every day.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Thank you, Leroy. | just
want to say in closing, he's obviously not on today,
but obviously on that day then police officer, now
Detective Richard Burt...rose to the occasion doesn’t
quite sound like the right words to use, but | guess
literally saved the day and saved so nmany other |ives
by what he did, so when folks see himin the next
week or so or the next time he’'s on obviously thank
him Thank you, M. Majority Leader.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Thank you very
much, Madam Speaker. We now nove on to Adoption of
the Mnutes. Council Menber Lappin?

COUNCI L MEMBER LAPPI N: Yes, | nove that
the mnutes of the Stated Meeting of June 12th, 17th,
and 24th, 2013 be adopted as printed.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: So order ed.
Messages and papers fromthe Mayor.

CITY CLERK: M 1179 Submtted Philip
Aarons for reappointnment to the New York City Art

Conmm ssi on.
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SPEAKER QUINN: Rul es, Privileges and
El ecti ons.

CITY CLERK: M 1180 submtting Dr. Lynne
D. Richards for reappointnment to the Board of Health.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Rul es, Privileges and
El ecti ons.

CITY CLERK: M 1181 submtting Roberta
Washi ngton for appointnent to the Cty Landmarks
Preservati on Conm ssion.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Rul es, Privileges and

El ecti ons.
CITY CLERK: M 1182 Maritine Lease.
SPEAKER QUI NN: Land Use.
CITY CLERK: M 1183 Mayor’'s veto of Intro
Nunber 1079.
SPEAKER QUI NN: Committee of the Whol e.
CITY CLERK: M 1184 Mayor’s veto of Intro
Nunber 1080.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Conmmittee of the Wole.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Conmuni cati on
fromcity, county, and borough offices.

CITY CLERK: M 1185 to M 1237 on Page 9,
Base station |icenses.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Transportation.
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MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Petitions and
conmuni cat i ons.

CI TY CLERK: None.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Land Use cal
ups?

CI TY CLERK: None.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Conmuni cati on
fromthe Speaker

SPEAKER QUI NN: Let nme just, before | make
a few communi cations fromthe Speaker, | want to call
on two nmenbers, first Inez Dickens to introduce three
interns, and then Council Menber Erik Dl an who has
some, if he's back in his seat, guests with us today,
but Council Menber D ckens?

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. | first want to |l et everyone know that ...
[ nterpose]

SPEAKER QUINN: |"m sorry, Inez. Can
just interrupt one second? Can we get sonme quiet?
And | was just informed that Council Menber King
needs to go to a funeral, so if we could just call on
himto vote please before we have the recognitions of

who's here, if that’s okay?
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COUNCI L MEMBER KI NG Yes, thank you. 1[I'd
like to vote Aye on all couple and general orders for
t oday.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: So order ed.

COUNCI L MEMBER KI NG Thank you. Aye on
all.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Thank you. And so if we
coul d hear fromlnez, Council Menber Di|an, and
Counci | Menmber Nel son who have visitors with us, but
if we could get a little quiet?

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. East Harlem and Harlem has | ost a community
activist, aretired District |eader, a fighter for
the community of East Harlemin retired District
| eader Wl ma Sena, and she will be sorely m ssed.
She fought very hard, but she |leaves a legacy with a
son and a daughter that will continue her fight.

| want to acknow edge three interns that
are here fromny Harlem District office, Divine,
Naki a [ phonetic] and Breoli [phonetic] in the back.
They are three young adults who I’ m encouragi ng.
They want to go to college. They' re positive in
their thinking, and I’'mvery proud to have them a

part of mny office.
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And, | have a new staff nenber, Ophelia
Ri vers [phonetic] who has now joined us. Thank you
so much. Thank you, Madam Speaker

SPEAKER QUI NN:  Thank you, Council Menber
Dickens. If we could hear from Council Menber Dl an,
Nel son and Barron? You have kids over here.
Announce your children. Go to the mc and tell us
who is here with you today. You ve got the best
visitors of anybody. No offense on the interns.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI LAN: | didn’'t want to
make it public, but I amjoined by..they're in the
bal cony, joined by nmy children. 1It’s going to be
hard to see them but ny kids Daniel and Leah who are
up in the balcony. They're up in the crow and |
just wanted (inaudible)...

SPEAKER QUI NN: Yay, alright. Counci
Menber Nel son?

COUNCI L MEMBER NELSON: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. | have a young intern in the back nanmed
Justin Wnkler, who has been doing a trenmendous | ob,
and ny better nine-tenths is here too, ny wfe.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Good nunber.

COUNCI L MEMBER NELSON: Maureen, ny wfe

Maur een.
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SPEAKER QUI NN: Counci | Menber Barron and
Counci | Menber Koo.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: | just would Iike
to acknowl edge two of ny interns.

SPEAKER QUINN: If we could get alittle
qui et pl ease?

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: These two young
| adi es have been dynamic in our office, O eam
(di sanya [ phonetic] and Tiffany Babb. Pl ease give
them a bi g handclap. They’ ve been doi ng great worKk.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Counci| Menber Koo.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOO. Madam Speaker and
Mpjority Leader, | want to acknow edge | have six
interns comng here today and this is their first
time in City Hall. Their nanes are Eric, Fiona,
Jenny, Raina [phonetic], Cathy and Lynn, and they’'re
all sitting up in the balcony. Wl cone them thank
you.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Thank you, Council Menber
Koo. And we have a coupl e nore acknow edgenents,
Counci | Menmber Conrie and Council Menber Koslowtz.

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRIE: | just want to
acknowl edge we’ ve been joined by now Civil Court

Judge Cheree Buggs who cane today in comrenoration of
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the tenth anniversary for our Council Menber Davis.
She is nowa Cvil Court Judge in Queens. She was a
former staff analyst here at the Gty Council, and I
just wanted to thank her for comng out this
afternoon. Thank you, Your Honor.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Thank you. Council Menber
Kosl owi t z?

COUNCI L MEMBER KOSLOW TZ: Thank you.
woul d |i ke to recognize David Arnuff [phonetic]. |
got himfromthe Bukharian Teen Lounge two years ago
and I"mnot letting himgo. So | just want to
recogni ze his brave work.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Yay, thank you. And
Counci | Menmber Richards?

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: | just would
like to introduce, | have six interns here today with
me, and | want to acknow edge themand | want you to
stand up, Anthony, Alice, Al ana, Liberty, Brianna,
and these are just half of ny interns, and Ruben, you
shoul d get nore.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Thank you, guys.
And they’ ve been working very hard in the District,

so | just want to acknow edge them
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SPEAKER QUI NN: Thank you, guys, very
much. And everybody wel cone.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Gabrielle
[ phonetic] as well, sorry.

SPEAKER QUINN: |"m sorry, Donovan. o
ahead, Council Menber Richards, go ahead.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Gabri el l e.

SPEAKER QUINN: Alright. Well, it is
great to have all of these guests and visitors with
us today because we are voting on a nunber of
different inportant pieces of legislation. The first
in the Finance Commttee, and we want to thank Chair
Dominic M Recchia, Jr. for his work on both of the
bills. W want to thank Council Menber Ignizio for
his work on 1064 and M nority Leader Jimy COddo for
Preconsidered Intro 1120. | want to thank on both of
the bills Tanesha [phonetic] Edwards, Enera Deeve
[ phonetic], Ray Mjesfsky [phonetic], Preston N bl ack
[ phonetic], Jeff Roadis [phonetic], and everyone in
t he Finance staff, Finance Conm ssioner David Franke
as wel | .

The first piece of legislation deals with
the Veterans Tax Exenption, and we had a rather odd

thing going on that a constituent brought to the




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

CI TY COUNCI L 49
attention of Council Menber Ignizio who then brought
it to the attention of me and ny staff. |If you' re a
veteran you get a property tax exenption, but if you
noved fromblock in Staten |Island to anot her,
al t hough you’'re the veteran and you noved, the
property tax exenption did not necessarily go with
you. Most veterans weren’'t aware of this, and even
if you were aware of this and you took the
appropriate steps, it could be 16 nonths until the
property tax exenption caught up with you, although
clearly in those 16 nonths you didn't cease to be a
veteran and your service did not not happen.

So, | want to appl aud Council Menber
I gnizio and Chair Recchia for fixing this situation
because, one, it was unfair; two, it’s the kind of
thing that makes peopl e hate governnent because it
makes no sense and it’s ridiculous. So, |I'myvery
happy that we are fixing this. So let nme call on
Counci | Menber Vinny Ignizio to speak to this and
then Chair Recchia, and then we’l|l hear about 1120
after that. Thank you

COUNCIL MEMBER I GNI ZI O Thank you, Madam
Speaker and ny col | eagues. Basically what the Gty

of New York was engaging in was inposing sonewhat of
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a noving tax on our veterans. By noving from pl ace
in the city to another place in the city, you were
penal i zed. You were penalized in the form of not
getting your rightfully deserved property tax
exenption on your property tax bill. It made no
sense. It was ridiculous when we |earned of it. W
went to the Speaker and to my good friend Chairmnman
Domi ni ¢ Recchia, and he said we have to find a way of
fixing this. W drafted this legislation with the
hel p of Tanesha Edwards and Preston of the Finance,
and this is how good governnent works. A problem
cones to the district office in the formof a
constituent that says, wait a mnute, this doesn't
make sense. They go to their representative. The
representatives work together and they pass good,
smart legislation that’s going to nake sure that
peopl e get their rightfully deserved veteran tax
exenpti ons.

So, | appreciate it and I want to say
something that this is a body that should be proud of
itsel f because the value of your ideas is what based
on | egislation that gets passed, not anybody’s
particul ar party or who they' re friends with or not

friends wwth, and | want to thank the speaker because
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that was not always the case in this house. It is
now and it should be in the future, and thank you,
Madam Speaker, for supporting this |egislation and ny
col | eagues M nority Leader Oddo and Chai rman Recchi a,
t hank you very nuch

SPEAKER QUI NN: Thank you very rmuch
Counci | Menber Ignizio. Just before Chair Recchia
speaks, if we could get a little quiet?

COUNCI L MEMBER RECCHI A: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. Today, New York City veterans who nove are
forced to pay property taxes when they shouldn’t have
to. This legislation fixes this issue allow ng
veterans to receive a prorated exenption so they
don’t have to wait over a year to get their noney
back. This bill which acts on the authority
providing the state law will be effective i mediately
and applied to next year’s assessnent rolls. I’'d
like to thank ny good friend from Staten |Island who's
doing a great job, Vincent Ignizio, for bringing this
to the attention of ny staff and to Speaker Quinn for
making this really happen and letting us nove forward
with it, and I'd also like to thank Ji my Oddo, our
Mnority Leader, in working with us. But, nost of

all, we have to thank our Fi nance staff under the
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| eadership of Preston N black and First Deputy Jeff
Roadi s and ny attorney Tanesha Edwards. Let’s give
them a round of appl ause for the whole Finance staff.
I"m proud of this staff. They do a great job. Thank
you, Madam Speaker

SPEAKER QUI NN: Thank you, Chair Recchi a.
We are also voting today on Preconsidered Intro 1120,
sponsored by our Mnority Leader Jimry Oddo. This
piece of legislation is, | nean all bills are
i nportant, but particularly inportant because it
deals with giving property tax rebates to honeowners
whose hones were danaged or | ost during Hurricane
Sandy. You would think it mght be automatic that
that woul d happen, that if you | ost your home or your
hone was really damaged that your property tax bil
woul d have been rebated. That’'s not the case. This
pi ece of legislation is nmaking that happen for both
residential and commercial pieces of property. The
nmedi an rebate will be give or take $700 dollars for
residentials and | think about $3300 dollars or so
for commercials, which is a very significant savings
If you re struggling with issues related to Sandy,
whi ch, make no m stake, people still are. And these

tax checks will go out next nonth, so I want to thank
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everyone on the staff again, Preston, Jeff, Tanesha,
Emera, Ray Maj esfsky, everyone on the Finance team
everyone in the Mnority Leader’s office, and
everyone el se who represent New Yorkers who are in
this position who hel ped create the injury and push
that got this |egislation passed, so | et ne thank,
again, the Chair of the Finance Commttee, Counci
Menber Donenic M Recchia, Jr. Call on Mnority
Leader Oddo, and then | don’'t know if the Chair has a
few words he would |Ii ke to say.

M NORI TY LEADER ODDO Thank you, Madam
Speaker. A few weeks after the stormhit, it was
early in the norning | was with former Council Menber
and now State Senator Andrew Lanza, and we had a
nmeeting but we were a little bit early so we deci ded
just to drive the conmunity, and we went past Toto’'s
Rest aurant on Fat her Capodanno Boul evard in ny
district. John Toto is the owner. John lost his
restaurant and his honme was washed away, and we were
talking to him and at the end of a litany of
chal I enges he |listed, he said and on top of that I
have to pay $13,000 dollars in property taxes, and
Senat or Lanza | ooked at nme and | | ooked at him and

we sort of said we have to try to do sonething here
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and now, and | reached out to the Speaker. | reached
out to Preston and the Finance staff, Chairman

Recchia, and together we did a couple of things to

try to give sone folks relief. | want to thank the
Speaker. | want to thank the Chairman, and I want to
thank Preston and the entire Finance staff. | want

to thank Comm ssioner Frankel who very early on
acknow edged that we were on uncharted territory in
trying to figure out assessnments and property taxes
for folks inpacted by the storm and | want to say
this, | amgrateful for the help that we are
provi di ng these fol ks, but nore needs to be done and
| think the next council will realize that there wll
be ongoing issues with property taxes and fol ks
i npacted by this storm

W may be nine nonths into this but we're
a long way away from maki ng people whole, and this
di scussi on about long termproperty tax relief wl
go on. So thank you to those who nade this possible,
and just a cautionary note to ny coll eagues who live
on in this body after January 1st, 2014. You're
going to be asked for nore help, and | hope that
you're willing with the next mayoral adm nistration

to get that done.
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SPEAKER QUINN: And |l et ne al so caution
you, if you give Jinmmy Oddo your e-mail you'll get
al | kinds of suggestions, and the good news is every
148t h one, Jimy, it’'s a good one. Substantive,
substanti ve, substantive, substantive. Chair
Recchi a?

COUNCI L MEMBER RECCHI A: Thank you, Madam
Chair. | also want to thank ny good friend Ji my
Qddo, the Mnority Leader. Council Menber Vincent
I gni zi o, Speaker Qui nn, because today property val ues
that were determ ned before super storm Sandy, many
property honeowners are currently paying property tax
on properties that were pre-Sandy values. This
| egi slation on the real property tax relief to owners
will give thema relief imediately in offering
rebates to those affected. And | just want to say
sonething, that in this Stated today, | think this
will set a record for the nost nunber of bills being
passed by Republicans in this body. This is very
good that we could work together. Republicans and
Denocrats cone together for the best interests of al
New Yor kers. Thank you.

SPEAKER QUINN: If the Majority Leader

could strike that Republican reference fromthe
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record. No, I'"monly kidding. Could call on Counci
Menber Koppell and Mealy pl ease?

COUNCI L MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you. I'd
i ke an unani nous consent to vote Aye on all matters
on the General Orders cal endar and all resol utions.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: So order ed.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Council Menber
Meal y.

COUNCI L MEMBER MEALY: Perm ssion to vote
on all General Orders and cal endar orders.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: So order ed.

COUNCI L MEMBER MEALY: | vote Aye on all
Thank you.

SPEAKER QUI NN Thank you. W next have a
package of nunerous pieces of |egislation which are
part of our Sandy relief package of bills. | want to
thank Mol ly Miurphy, Rob Cal andra [phonetic], Kelly
Tayl or, Andrea Vasquez, Carnen Cohigal ot [phonetic],
Carnen, whose | ast nanme | never get right so |
apol ogi ze Carnen, Lyle Frank, Jeff Canpana
[ phonetic], Terzah Nasser, Sal Arono [phonetic],
Laura Popa [phonetic], Laura Popa, Laura Popa, and

Rob Newman for their work on this |egislation and
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Margaret Nelson. | want to thank all of the sponsors
of the bill and the chairs, Council Menber Arroyo,
Val | one, Conrie, Koppell, Oddo, Pal na, Reyna,
Rodri guez, Rose, Vacca. Since there's so many bills,
I’mnot going to speak on them each individually.
Let ne start though with 1053-A, a piece of
| egi slation which will create plans around speci al
needs shelters operated during and after certain
energency events that was sponsored by Council Menber
Arroyo, and let nme call on Chair Vallone to speak on
the bills that cane out of his conmmttee relevant to
this package, and if you could just make note of
whi ch ones those are, Chair Vallone?

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: Well, 1 don't
think I can actually, with ones exactly.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Ckay.

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: W passed nine
bills out of nmy conmttee yesterday. As the Counci
probably realizes, we had hearings in *05. W had
hearings in 09 asking are we prepared for a
hurri cane, and when we hel d those hearings people
call ed us Pollyanna s and said that we were just
| ooki ng for headlines naybe. But we were right to

hol d those hearings. W ensured that at |east there
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was a partial plan in place, but now we’'re taking the
final steps. Wth these nine pieces of |egislation,
we’'re ensuring that there’s a conplete plan in place
and we know about it. Wen they changed it, we know
about it. For an exanple, one of the bills we're
passing today will require a fuel plan for New York
Cty. It was an outrage that there was no fue
getting to New York City, and it was an outrage that
the fuel that was at certain gas stations sat there
and could not be punped. W will not allowthat to
happen again. W’re insisting there be a plan for
t he next natural disaster that occurs here in New
York City, and we know it will happen. So, because
of the bills of the pass today, we will be safer and
we'll be nore prepared to face the next disaster that
occurs. Thank you, Madam Speaker.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Thank you, Chair Vall one.
Let me next call on Council Menber Leroy Conrie, the
sponsor of ... want to thank Council Menber Conrie for
passi ng on 1054-A, which he sponsored, which is the
Community Recovery Plan to respond to energency
events. | want to thank Council Menber Koppell for
the creation of an outreach and recovery plan to

assi st vul nerabl e and honebound i ndi vi dual s. | want
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to thank Council Menber Oddo for the Food and \Water
Access Plan legislation. Council Menber Pal ma for
the Shelter Plan | egislation.

| want to call on Chair Reyna to speak
about 1072- A which deals with snmall business and not -
for-profit organization recovery plans in response to
enmergency events, and let nme just al so thank Counci
Menber Vacca for 1077-A, the fuel managenent plan and
response to certain emergency events. Chair Reyna?

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNA: Thank you so nuch
Madam Speaker. Rebuilding after a | arge scale
di saster requires the full participation of al
st akehol ders in the comunity. But in too nany
i nstances, snmall business owners felt they were |eft
out of the planning process for their own recovery
from Hurricane Sandy. Wen the Conmttee on Smal
Busi ness held its hearing on Hurricane Sandy early
this year, we heard fromthe adm nistration, business
hol ders, heads of Chanbers of Commerce, and heads of
nonprofits that support econom c devel opnent, all of
whom made it clear that the Ofice of Energency
Managenment’'s plan for small business recovery to be

ext ended exi sted was i nadequat e.
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In particular, their testinony reveal ed
that there wasn’t a systematic nmethod for assessing
the extent of the physical and econom ¢ damage
suffered by small businesses and nonprofit
organi zations for allocating resources to assi st
busi nesses within perfect credit histories or for
provi ding small businesses and nonprofit
organi zations with the informati on they needed to
coordi nate their applications for recovery assistance
avai |l able fromlocal, state and federal governnents.
W al so | earned that nonprofits Iike Action USA (SIC)
whi ch handl ed 10 percent of all SBS Energency Loan
appl i cati ons have been playing a critical role in
smal | busi ness recovery hel ping to conpensate for
foreseeabl e staffing shortages at SBS.
Unfortunately, while the city relies on nonprofits
like the Red Cross to hel p peopl e survive disasters,
there has been no strategic plan for working with
nonprofits that provide such busi nesses busi ness
counsel ing and technical assistance with snall
busi nesses and nonprofits resulting in unnecessary
del ays and further financial |osses.

I ntroducti on Nunmber 1072- A addresses

t hese concerns requiring SBS and OEMto work with the




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Cl TY COUNCI L 61

busi nesses and nonprofit communities to develop a
pl an that takes into account the real needs of snal
busi nesses as well as nonprofits. Anong the key
features of the bill are requirenments that SBS plan a
conpr ehensi ve survey of physical and econom c storm
damage, that it encouraged small busi nesses and
nonprofits to register for electronic alerts rel ated
to di saster preparedness and recovery resources and
that it formalized relationships with nonprofits that
provi de busi ness counseling and technical assistance,
so the next tinme there’s a disaster those
organi zations are part of a strategic recovery plan
fromthe beginning. | want to thank Speaker Quinn,
the office staff, and the Small Business Conmttee
staff, Jeffrey Canpana [ phonetic] and Faith Corbett
[ phonetic] for the work they’ ve done on this bill to
ensure the next tinme a stormhits, the Gty of New
York smal |l businesses and nonprofits can nmake the
speedi est recovery possi ble. Thank you.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Thank you very ruch, Chair
Reyna. Let nme next call on Council Menber Rodriguez
to discuss 1075-A requiring the Conm ssioner of the

O fice of Emergency Managenent to review or update
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pl ans responding to certain energency events and to
report to the Council

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Thank you,
Speaker, for your support on this bill. The OEM
reporting bill is an inportant piece of |egislation
for New York City because it makes public the City’s
pl ans about energency nmanagenent during natura
di sasters. OEM s reporting to the Council wl|l
enabl e and al so better prepare the residents or
community in direct end to needed services |ike
shelters, food and water. It will help our city's
respond efficiently to (inaudible) hurricanes,
eart hquakes and ot her (inaudi ble) weather. As such,
this bill is a forward-thinking policy that wll
serve to decrease the human and financial tolls from
cli mate change and natural disaster in congested
urban areas |ike New York GCty. This policy also
asserts nore transparency in our governnment and w ||
require adm nistrations to update these plans as new
chal | enges arise or every two years if, God willing,
we do not experience a natural disaster.

As we have all seen, we are now facing
new chal l enges in this city when it cones to clinmate

change. It is sonething we have to take seriously,
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and I am proud that this Council body and the
Adm ni stration has to step up to the plate with
comon sense bills. | urge ny colleagues and the
people of this city to think nore about our
envi ronnent and the high | evel of carbon em ssions
that our city continues to enmt, and | hope we wl|
work just as hard in the future to limt our input in
our fragile environment. | encourage all ny
col | eagues who vote Aye on Intro 1075 as sponsored by
Counci |l Menber Gentile and I. Thank you.

SPEAKER QUI NN:  Thank you very nuch
Counci | Menber Rodriguez. Let ne next call on
Counci | Menber Rose about 1076-A, Traffic Managenent
Plan, in response to certain energency events.

COUNCI L MEMBER ROSE: Thank you. [I'd
|i ke to thank Speaker Quinn for her |eadership on
this conprehensi ve package of disaster preparedness
| egi sl ati on which was devel oped in the aftermath of
t he devastati on wought by super storm Sandy, and I
woul d also like to thank all of the commttee chairs
who conducted very thorough hearing on these issues.

W th hindsight being 20/20, there have
been many | essons | earned. W have | earned that

there is a denonstrated need for a conprehensive
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enmergency plan, coordinated efforts anongst
principals and agencies as well as advanced pl anni ng
through strategi c and i nproved communi cation. The
bill which | ama proud sponsor of, Intro 1076-A,
mandat es that a conprehensive coordinated traffic
managenent plan be created shoul d anot her disaster
occur in our city, and as a resident of Staten Island
who w tnessed the fact that we had no way off of
Staten Island after Sandy in the i mredi ate hours
thereafter, no ferry service, bus service, it is
clearly inportant that this legislation pass. Sone
of the biggest problens Staten Islanders and ot her
residents of this city faced i Mmediately foll ow ng
super storm Sandy and ot her recent disasters were a
| oss of power, the unavailability of fuel, inadequate
and ill-prepared shelters, traffic and transportation
di sarray, and a distressing inability to provide
basi c necessities to affected areas. Wile we all
hope that a disaster such as this will never occur
again, we can't be like ostriches and bury our heads
in the sand. Therefore, this legislation is
i mportant to ensure that the city will be prepared
with an appropriate response that addresses all of

t he needs and i ssues should a disaster occur. And |
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ask you to vote Aye on all of the disaster
preparedness bills. Thank you.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Thank you very nmuch. Let
me. Let ne call on Council Menber Jimmy Van Braner
to vote please.

COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER: W th
perm ssion, 1'd like to vote Aye on all Genera
Orders.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: So order ed.

COUNCI L MEMBER VAN BRAMER: Thank you.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Let ne al so nake note,
before I nove on, to sone other pieces of |egislation
that Council Menber Jackson |eft early because he
going to a Ramadan cel ebration at the \Wite House,
and speaking of the White House, Council Menber Brad
Lander was honored by the President of the United
States hinself for his work on participatory
budgeti ng, so not for nothing, two Council Menbers
bei ng vetted by the Wite House, so congratul ations
and we’' || have to tell RJ [phonetic] congratul ations
when we see himlater.

Qut of the Sanitation and Solid Waste
Managenent Conmittee and | want to thank Counci

Menber Tish Janmes, Staff Jerrod Hover [phonetic], Dan
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Avery, and Jeff Baker and Laura Popa [phonetic]. W
have a coupl e of pieces of |egislation, 888, 889-A,
893-A, and 894-A. 888 deals wth the theft of..|I
guess we should call them Tish, person hole covers,
right? Not manhol e covers. 889-A deals with
unl awful renoval of certain recyclable materials, so
let me call on the Chair and the Sponsor of both of
those bills to speak on them Tish Janes.

COUNCI L MEMBER JAMES: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. As Chair of the Council Sanitation
Conmttee, I've learned the vital inportance of the
stability of our recycling program For years our
recycling programrelied on tenporary contracts that
left the city vul nerable when markets or recycl abl es
dropped. To illustrate this point, we need only | ook
at the actions of our Mayor’s recycling passed in
1989, every single mayor in office since 1989
attenpted to cut our recycling program To date,
things are different. W have a |long term contract
that insulates us frommarket fluctuations. As a
result, recycling truly is a net positive for our
city, not just environnmental but also econom cally.
But, excessive poaching of recycling threatens that

stability. W are now |osing 30 percent of the
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recycl abl es placed curbside which results in the |oss
of mllions of dollars. The problemof theft also
I npacts private carters. Last year the industry
reported | osses of over $10 million dollars in New
York City. These losses don’t just affect our
carters, they also affect our businesses driving up
the cost to private waste collection.

To address these problens, Intro 889
provi des a series of common sense solutions to the
probl em of recycling theft. For exanple, we woul d
scrap netal processers responsible for accepting
stolen material and allow civilians to report
i nstances of theft. W also include |ogica
protections for reasonable renoval of recycl ables.
For exanpl e, anyone renoving recycl ables without a
vehicle is exenpt fromfines, particularly for those
who shop on the Upper East Side. W also protect
I ndi vi dual s who renove three recyclable itens or
fewer. Utimately, | believe this bill strikes a
delicate bal ance to protect the city’s recycling
program and private recycling is neasured in a
reasonabl e fashion

Intro 888 raises civil penalties and

crimnal fines for the theft of manhol e covers under
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injury to water supply property and injury to sewer
sections. It expands both crimnal and civil
protections to privately owed manhol e covers in the
city of New York, and both of these bills wll go a
| ong way in addressing the problem of poachi ng and
the renoval of the nmanhol e covers of the city of New
York. And | thank you, Madam Speaker, for allow ng
me to say a few words.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Thank you, Tish. Let ne
call on Chair Recchia...oh, I"'msorry, Chair Recchia
Is not going to speak, but | want to thank Chair
Recchia for 893-A and 894-A on the collection of
beverage contai ners using a notor vehicle and
recovery of refrigeration from appliances.

In Land Use, we have a nunber of
different itens that we’re voting on today. | want
to thank Any Levidan [phonetic], Anne MCally
[ phonetic], Gail Benjam n and Ranon Martinez for al
of their work on this. W did a lot of work for this
Counci | Meeting on Madi son Square Garden, on
Governors Island, on the United States Tennis
Association. | want to thank, excuse ne, Chair
Lander’s conmittee; Leroy Conrie, Chair of the

Subcomm ttee; Mark Weprin; Council Menber Margaret
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Chin for all of her work on Governors Island where
she did terrific work, and Council Menber Julissa
Ferreras who also did great, great work on the USTA.
Let ne call on Council Menber Conrie, Council Menber
Ferreras and then Council Menber Chin. The Chair is
going to pass. Bless you. Council Menber Ferreras
and Council Menber Chin.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. As many of you know, | represent the
district that includes the National Tennis Center,
Fl ushi ng Meadows, Corona Park. |1'd like to thank the
subconmm ttee chair, Council Menber Steve Levin, and
the Land Use Chair Leroy Comrie, Land Use staff for
all their hard work.

| " m happy to announce that we have
reached a deal on $500-mllion-dollar project to
expand the National Tenant Center in Flushing
Meadows, Corona Park. As part of our negotiations,
the USTA has agreed to commt to an ongoi ng and | ong
term comunity outreach program whi ch would not only
I nprove public comuni cation through our comunity
boards but also will bring a nunber of new prograns,
16 in total. These prograns include for Karen

Kosl owitz herself a Queens Day Cel ebration, which
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will be hosted through effective diversity of our
bor ough and cul ture.

As of this summer, the USTA has al so
agreed to create an annual job fair exclusively for
Queens residents that will provide the comunity an
extra opportunity to secure thousands of jobs
avai | abl e before, during and after the open. Loca
busi nesses will also reap the benefits for the
expansi on as the USTA has agreed to work with | oca
busi ness | eaders to devel op strategies that wl|
connect themw th the U S. Open patrons. Wth the
USTA's prominent role in tennis world, I am pl eased
to say that they have agreed to offer opportunities
to our local community schools to | earn nore about
tennis through a new programthat wll allow Queens
famlies to receive coaching from USTA professional s
for a nom nal fee.

During the annual Arthur Ashe Kids Day
Cel ebration, the USTA has commtted to giving 5,000
conplimentary tickets to Queens children as an
opportunity to inspire a | ove for the outdoor sports.
There are still details that we are working on, which
i ncluding an agreenent to hire nore | ocal Queens

residents and a plan to stop cars from parking on the
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grass, and that is why we have the creation of the
FIl ushi ng Meadows Park | nteragency Coordinating
Commttee, which will include parks and YPD, DOT
anongst ot her agencies and representatives fromthe
community. In terns of our fiscal agreenent, the
USTA has conmitted to allocate just over $10 mllion
dol l ars for inprovenents to enhance public safety and
a contribution of 20 years towards an alliance that
we are currently creating. This is to establish |ong
termcomm tnent and a support for our park’s
devel opnment, mai ntenance and progranm ng.

One other part of the comunity benefits
of the community package that we’'re looking at is it
also is going to be a site for our school graduations
i f our school’s decide. One of the biggest problens
that we have is we have a | ot of overcrowding in our
schools. So much so, that the graduations have to be
split into two different sessions. So they're
opening their doors at cost to be able to host
graduations at their site.

This deal would generate 750 mllion in
revenue annually and create thousands of seasona
j obs for New Yorkers. 800 prevailing wage

construction jobs will also be created by this
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project. | amproud that my conmunity got engaged
and dermanded a voice in the process. | |ook forward

to working with the USTA and prove the park for
everyone. This deal was a long tine com ng, and |
can say with confidence that we will benefit from
t hi s expansi on.

Lastly, 1'd like to thank the community
groups who wor ked al ongsi de ne, the Fairness
Coalition of Queens, Make the Road, Jackson Hei ghts
Queens Alliance, Jackson Heights Beautification,
Queens Communi ty House, Queens Congregation United,
New Yor kers for Parks, Asian Anmericans for Equality.
Thank you to Mayor Bl oonberg, Speaker Quinn, the
Depart nent of Parks and Recreation, ny staff,
especially my Chief of Staff Joselina Hunow
[ phonetic] who worked tirelessly on this deal. And
I'"d also like to thank all of ny coll eagues for
giving nme the space and support to negotiate the best
deal for nmy conmunity. G acias.

SPEAKER QUINN: De nada. | forgot to
t hank, and thank you, Julissa, for nentioning him
Subcomm ttee Chair Steve Levin, and | want to thank
himfor his work as well, and let nme now call on

Counci | Menber Margaret Chin.
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COUNCI L MEMBER CHI N: Thank you, Madam
Speaker. First of all, I just wanted to thank Chair
Weprin and Chair Conrie for their support, and
hopefully with this rezoning of the Special District
and Governors Island, this is only focusing on the
part where the historic buildings are, and we | ook
forward to really making Governors Island a world
cl ass destination. And we wel cone everyone to cone
out there. |It’s open for the sumrer on the weekend.
If you haven’t been out there, you' re mssing a |ot.
So cone on out and hopefully we will be able to
expand t he Harbor School that’s out there. Now they
have their first graduating class that started on the
i sland, and hopefully we will also create sone good
jobs on the island, good paying union jobs. Thank
you.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Thank you very nuch
Counci | Menmber Chin. That concludes comuni cations
fromthe Speaker. | just want to rem nd folks we are
voting on Resolution 1806-A at the end of the
meet i ng.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Thank you very

much, Madam Speaker. We now nove on to di scussion of
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general orders. See None. W'l

report to special conmttees.

CI TY CLERK: None.

74

now nove on to

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Report to

standi ng comm ttees.

CITY CLERK: Report of the
Fi nance,

SPEAKER QUI NN:  Coupl ed on

CI TY CLERK: Preconsi dered
Property Tax Rebates.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Coupl ed on

CI TY CLERK: Preconsi dered
Or gani zati on Fundi ng.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Coupl ed on

CI TY CLERK: Preconsi dered
1872 and 872 and 1873.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Coupl ed on

CITY CLERK: Report of the
Land Use,

LUB42 and Reso 1874, UDAAP

SPEAKER QUI NN: Coupl ed on

Commi ttee on

Intro 1064 Veterans Exenption.

General Orders.

Intro 1120,
General Orders.
Reso 1870,
General Orders.
LUH 71 and Reso
General Orders.
Committee on
Manhat t an.

General Orders.

CITY CLERK: LU852 and Reso 1875, USTA.
SPEAKER QUI NN:  Coupl ed on General Orders.
CITY CLERK: LU857 and Reso 1876 and 858

and Reso 1877, Sidewal k Caf es.
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SPEAKER QUI NN: Coupl ed to be fil ed.

CI TY CLERK: LU859 and Reso 1878 and 860
and Reso 1879, Sidewal k Cafes.

SPEAKER QUI NN:  Coupl ed on General Orders.

CI TY CLERK: LU871 and Reso 1880 and 862
and Reso 1881, Governors Island.

SPEAKER QUI NN:  Coupl ed on General Orders.

CI TY CLERK: LU863 and Reso 1882, Hudson
Yar ds.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Coupl ed on General Orders.

CI TY CLERK: LU864 and Reso 1883 and 865
and Reso 1884, Zoni ng Anendnents.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Coupl ed on CGeneral Orders.

CITY CLERK: LU8B69 and Reso 1885, Property
Di sposi tion.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Coupl ed on CGeneral Orders.

Cl TY CLERK: LU870 and Reso 1886, Si dewal k
Caf e.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Coupl ed on Ceneral Orders.

CITY CLERK: Report of the Commttee on
Public Safety, Intro 1053-A, Special Medical Needs
Shel ters.

SPEAKER QUI NN:  Anended and coupl ed on

General Orders.
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CITY CLERK: Intro 1054-A, Conmunity

Recovery Pl an.
SPEAKER QUI NN:  Anended

General Orders.

and coupl ed on

CITY CLERK: Intro 1065-A, Honebound

I ndi vi dual s Recovery Pl an.
SPEAKER QUI NN:  Anended

General Orders.

and coupl ed on

CITY CLERK: Intro 1069-A, Food and Water

Access Pl an.
SPEAKER QUI NN:  Anended

Ceneral Orders.

and coupl ed on

CITY CLERK: Intro 1070-A, Sheltering

Pl an.
SPEAKER QUI NN:  Anended

CGeneral Orders.

and coupl ed on

CITY CLERK: Intro 1072-A, Small Busi ness

Recovery Pl an.
SPEAKER QUI NN  Anended

General Orders.

and coupl ed on

CITY CLERK: Intro 1075-A, Energency

Managenent Pl an.
SPEAKER QUI NN:  Anended

General Orders.

and coupl ed on
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CITY CLERK: Intro 1076-A, Traffic
Managenent Pl an.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Anended and coupl ed on
General Orders.

CITY CLERK: Intro 1077-A, Fuel Managenent
Pl an.

SPEAKER QUI NN:  Anended and coupl ed on
General Orders.

CITY CLERK: Report of the Commttee on
Sanitation and Solid WAste Managenent, Intro 888-A,
Manhol e Covers.

SPEAKER QUI NN:  Anended and coupl ed on
General Orders.

CITY CLERK: Intro 889, Recycl able
Mat eri al .

SPEAKER QUI NN:  Anended and coupl ed on
General Orders.

CITY CLERK: Intro 893-A, Collection of
Bever age Cont ai ners.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Anended and coupl ed on
General Orders.

CITY CLERK: Intro 894-A, Recovering of

Refri gerants.
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SPEAKER QUI NN:  Anended and coupl ed on
General Orders.

CI TY CLERK: Preconsidered Reso 1867,

Envi ronnmental Review for Various Bills.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Coupl ed on Ceneral Orders.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: General Order
Cal endar .

CI TY CLERK: LUB47 and Reso 1887 through
849 and Reso 1889, Madi son Square Garden.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Coupl ed on General Orders.

CI TY CLERK: Resol ution appointing various
per sons, Conmi ssioner of Deeds.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Coupl ed on CGeneral Orders,
and at this time I'd like to ask for roll call on al
itenms that are coupled on the General O der cal endar
pl ease, and just rem nd fol ks we have a resolution at
the end of the neeting.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: So order ed.

CITY CLERK: Arroyo.

COUNCI L MEMBER ARROYO. Aye

CI TY CLERK: Barron.

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: May | be excused
to explain ny vote?

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Yes.
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SPEAKER QUI NN: Yes, could we get just a
little quiet please?

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: My col | eagues,
often you see ne vote no on sone of our projects that
come through City Council. You'll see it once in a
while. That’s happened fromtinme to tine.

[ I nterposing]

SPEAKER QUINN: Really Charles, really? |
nmean j ust ...

COUNCI L MEMBER BARRON: But | want it, M.
Chair, could you have the Speaker in order please?
She’s out of order. But | wanted to |l et you know t he
reason why | do sone of it, because in sonme of our
communities |like in Brooklyn we |ost 50,000 bl ack
people in the popul ati on because they can’'t afford to
live in our neighborhoods anynore. Harlem has | ost
12 percent of its population. Bed-Stuy has lost 14.9
percent of its black population. Crown Heights and
several other communities, this has happened across
the city. The white popul ation in Bedford-Stuyvesant
has increased by 600 percent and in Harl em by
hundreds of percent, and the reason why | vote no on
some of these projects is because of the AM. \Wen

you have a project that cones in and it passes
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through us with 80 percent of the AM, that’s $68, 000
dollars for a famly of four, and when you have those
projects that are passing with 100 percent of the
AM, that’s 83,000. Sone of our neighborhood AM s
are 30,000 and 35,000. This is how you gentrify
nei ghbor hoods, so | don’t just vote no because |
enjoy voting no. | vote no because they hurt our
conmuni ties, and bl acks have been | eaving New York
City because they haven't been able to afford to live
in New York City. W had an increase in our
popul ation in East New York, 13.2 percent, and in
Canarsie 18 percent because we fought to keep those
AM's comunity based and not cityw de based.

Wth that, | vote No on LU842 and the
acconpanyi ng Reso; No on LU869 and the acconpanyi ng
Reso; and No on Madi son Square Garden until they
start paying nore rent. That’'s 847, 848 and 849.

CI TY CLERK: Brewer.

COUNCI L MEMBER BREVER: | vote Aye.

CI TY CLERK: Cabrera. Chin.

COUNCI L MEMBER CHIN: Perm ssion to
explain ny vote.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Yes.
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COUNCI L MEMBER CHIN: | forgot to thank
Ranon Martinez on help on Governors |Island and al so
ny Land Use director Madge Viviano [ phonetic] and al
the Land Use staff for your support, and also | have
seven interns this sunmer, Katrina, Everett, |nmam
[ phonetic], CGeorge...l nean John, A J., Tiffany, and
Tabitha for all their work in our office hel ping us
do research and all the fun projects. | vote Aye on
all. Thank you.

CITY CLERK: Conri e.

COUNCI L MEMBER COVRI E: Agai n,
congratul ations to Council Menbers Chin and Ferreras
for everything they did to get their projects a
positive vote today. Aye on all

CI TY CLERK: Crow ey.

COUNCI L MEMBER CROWALEY: Aye on all.

Cl TY CLERK: Dickens.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: | vote Aye on al
and congratul ations to Council Menber Ferreras on the
phenonenal job that she did and to Council Menber
Chi n.

CITY CLERK: Dil an.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI LAN: | vote Aye on all.

Cl TY CLERK: Dromm
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COUNCI L MEMBER DROW Perm ssion to
expl ain ny vote.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER DROW Originally I voted
agai nst the hone rul e [phonetic] nmessage that we sent
to the State about a nonth or so ago in regard to the
flipping of the land for the United States Tennis
Associ ation and National Tennis Center because |
fundamental |y have issues with the use of public park
| and for private devel opnent. But, seeing how
successful Council Menber Julissa Ferreras was in
wor ki ng through a deal with the United States Tennis
Associ ation and extracting things that, | think, in
the long termw || trenmendously benefit the park and
the communities that surround that nei ghborhood, I am
prepared today to vote Aye on all notions before us.
Thank you.

CI TY CLERK: Eugene.

COUNCI L MEMBER EUCENE: Aye.

CI TY CLERK: Ferreras.

UNKNOAN:  Aye.

CITY CLERK: Fidler.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Aye.
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COUNCI L MEMBER FIDLER | think you better
call Ferreras again.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: Yeah, | don’'t
know where that Aye cane from but...

COUNCI L MEMBER FI DLER: Soneone voted for
Ferreras there. It wasn't Ferreras.

COUNCI L MEMBER FERRERAS: And it wasn’'t ny
baby. He’s a boy. | vote Aye.

COUNCI L MEMBER FI DLER: Ckay.

CITY CLERK: Fidler.

COUNCI L MEMBER FIDLER: | vote Aye on al
except for Intro 893-A, in which | amreally confused
and conflicted, so |’mgoing to abstain.

CI TY CLERK: Foster.

COUNCI L MEMBER FOSTER May | be excused
to explain ny vote?

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER FOSTER | would like to
acknowl edge that Charles is not, in fact, crazy, and
that when we |look at this AM, in nmy District, the
average incone froma famly of four is $18, 000
dol lars, and so affordabl e housing nmeans nothing in
t hat section, and we have three and four famlies

living in one- and two-bedroom apartnents just to
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make the rent, and so we really need to start
addressing the AM and understand what m ght be the
average in areas that are nore prosperous or not the
same. And |I'd also like to just give Council Menber
Ferreras a word of advice, to stay on top of it. You
know, my one pony dog show, whatever it is, is Yankee
Stadium and everything | said was going to happen
happened. Vendors aren’t mneki ng noney, the parKking
that they had to have is goi ng bankrupt because you
can still park on the street and on the park | and and
not get tickets, and soneone needs to be a wat chdog
and it’s very difficult if you re the | one dog
because people don’t like to be told | told you so.
So, just make sure you nonitor and what you say
you' re getting in your community is getting, they in
fact get. Wth those caveats and with reservati ons,
| do vote Aye on all

Cl TY CLERK: Cennar o.

COUNCI L MEMBER GENNARQO  Yes.

CITY CLERK: Gentile.

COUNCI L MEMBER GENTI LE: Yes.

CI TY CLERK: Gonzal ez.

COUNCI L MEMBER GONZALEZ: Yes.

Cl TY CLERK: Greenfi el d. Hal | or an.
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COUNCI L MEMBER HALLORAN: Perm ssion to
expl ain ny vote.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER HALLCORAN: I'’mgoing to
vote Aye on all with the exception of Land Use Item
852 and Reso acconpanyi ng 1875. There’'s very little
parkland left in the city of New York despite the
best efforts of this body, and while |I appreciate the
Counci | Menmber’s hard work, and she has done
tremendous work to bring people to the table,
residents of ny comunity which are adjacent and ny
community board have expressed di stress at sone of
t he devel opnent that has gone on in the Flushing
Meadows, Corona Park corridor, and so for that reason
| amgoing to vote No to Land Use 852,
notwi t hstandi ng the great work of the Council Menber
who has brought everyone to the table to nake
concessi ons.

CI TY CLERK: 1gni zi o.

COUNCIL MEMBER IGNIZIO  Yes, | just want
to vote Aye, and | want to congratul ate ny col |l eague
Jul i ssa Ferreras who, you know, she’s thinking for
two as well. | mean she’s got a little bit of a

benefit, but who' s did a great job of really
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extracting sone benefits for her community that was
sorely needed, and | know she’ll stay on top of it
and, | don’t know, am| the only one when she was
speaking was |ike, man, imagine if she goes into
| abor right now and we have a great story. |It’s
probably just nme, Julissa, but she’s nmy good friend
and I love her. | know she worked really hard on
this and your community thanks you, Julissa, and wl|
thank you in the future.

Cl TY CLERK: Janes.

COUNCI L MEMBER JAMES: To Julian’s nother
who did not extract anything. She negotiated and she
negoti ated on behal f of her comunity.

Congratul ations. | vote Aye on all

CI TY CLERK: Koo.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOO M. Majority Leader

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOO (i naudi bl e) ...

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Can we check his
m crophone?

COUNCI L MEMBER KOO | would like to have
perm ssion to vote Aye on all itens today.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: So order ed.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOO. | vote Aye on all
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CI TY CLERK: Koslow tz.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOSLOW TZ: May | be
excused to explain ny vote?

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER KOSLOW TZ: The USTA brings
nore noney into the city in the two weeks that it is
there than any sports venue that we have. The USTA
brings tourism people com ng and staying in hotels.
You cannot get a hotel roomin Queens around the
stadiumin those two weeks. It is a great thing that
happened to New York City, not only Queens but to New
York City. | just want to say, Julissa, | amso
proud of you for what you did and how you worked this
out. You did a great job, really a great job, and I
vote Aye.

CI TY CLERK: Lander.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: May | request
perm ssion to explain ny vote?

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER LANDER: | want to echo the
congratul ations to Council Menber Ferreras. Like
Counci | Menmber Dronm this was a deal that when
first heard about it, | had sone reservations about,

and | want to say congratulations to you for striking
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a great deal, and | want to say thank you to the
Speaker and to ot her coll eagues who have
congratul ated ne on this award, and | just want to
say it really is for all the nmenbers who have engaged
in participatory budgeting, so Council Menber Mark-
Viverito, Council Menber WIIianms, Council Menber
Urich, Council Menber Weprin, Geenfield and Levin,
we are hel ping spread sonething the people are
exci ted about around the country. Thank you. | vote
Aye on all

CI TY CLERK: Lappin.

COUNCI L MEMBER LAPPI N:  Aye.

CI TY CLERK: Levin.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI N:  Aye.

CI TY CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

COUNCI L MEMBER MARK-VIVERI TO. Wth
congratul ations to Council Menber Ferreras, Aye on
al I .

CI TY CLERK: Mendez.

COUNCI L MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye on all.

CI TY CLERK: Nel son

COUNCI L MEMBER NELSON: Aye on all.

Cl TY CLERK: Pal nma.

COUNCI L MEMBER PALMA: Aye on all.
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Cl TY CLERK: Recchi a.

COUNCI L MEMBER RECCHI A: Aye on all.

CI TY CLERK: Reyna.

COUNCI L MEMBER REYNA: Congratul ations to
Council Menber Ferreras, a job well done for the
Fl ushing community and its residents. | vote Aye on
all.

CI TY CLERK: Ri chards.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI CHARDS: Aye on all.

CITY CLERK: Rodri guez.

COUNCI L MEMBER RODRI GUEZ: Aye.

Cl TY CLERK: Rose.

COUNCI L MEMBER RCSE: Aye, and | want to
congratul ate Council Menber Ferreras and Counci
Menber Chin, and since |’ m going through that process
I’mgoing to ask themto help ne. Thanks.

Cl TY CLERK: Vacca.

COUNCI L MEMBER VACCA: Aye.

Cl TY CLERK: Vall one.

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: May | be briefly
excused to explain ny vote?

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER VALLONE: | opposed the

original USTA plan also which didn’t even include any
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repl acenent park | and, but | believe the people of
Queens want this new proposal which includes nost of
the changes that we fought for. It provides the jobs
we need, the revenues we deserved, and inproved
additional park land for our famlies to enjoy, so
I’mgoing to vote Aye, and | want to congratul ate
Julissa Ferreras for her |eadership. Thank you.

CI TY CLERK: Weprin.

COUNCI L MEMBER WEPRIN: I'd like to
congratul ate Julissa and Margaret, | vote Aye and
al so wi sh happy birthday tonorrow to Dom nic M
Recchia, Jr. and Christine C. Quinn.

CITY CLERK: WI i ans.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: Congr at ul ati ons
to ny friend, Council Menber Chin. A big
congratulations to nmy friend Council Menber Ferreras
who’s working this for so long. Happy birthday to
Dom ni ¢ and the Speaker as well. | vote Aye on al
with the exception of Intro 893, | vote no.

CITY CLERK: U rich.

COUNCI L MEMBER ULRI CH: Aye on all.

CTY CLERK: WIIs.
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COUNCI L MEMBER W LLS: Congratul ations to
Council Menber Chin and to Julissa Ferreras, QDP
[ phonetic]. Aye on all

CI TY CLERK: (ddo.

COUNCI L MEMBER CDDO.  May | be
tenporarily excused to explain ny vote?

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER CDDO. | vote Yes on all
| also want to join the chorus in congratul ating
Julissa. | went to the All Star Gane with her and we
sat next to each other, and all she kept doi ng was
tal k about this project and work. It was quite
annoyi ng actual ly, but...just kidding. And | just
would |ike to say two things real quickly. Wth
respect to Walter McCaffrey, when | |earned of his
passing | Tweeted sonething | guess only a basebal
fan could really appreciate, but said when Walter
McCaf frey spoke on the floor of the Council Chanbers,
it was like a Darryl Strawberry at bat. You stop
what you were doing and you watch and you |i stened,
and that is so true. He was so smart and so
intuitive, and | renmenber being a young staffer
stopping and listening to what Walter had to say, and

the last thing | want to say is for those young
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staffers and those press fol ks, anyone el se |listening
who did not know Janes Davis, go onto nmy Facebook
page and | ook at the two-mnute clip | put up
yesterday of Janes Davis voting in Novenber of 2002
on the property tax. Just watch that two-m nute
clip. You will see the charisma. You will see the
courage. You will see the showran. It says it all
and ten years later that’s how | choose to renenber
Janes forever. That two-minute clip that day in
Novenber .

CI TY CLERK: Rivera.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: | vote Aye on
all.

CI TY CLERK: Speaker Qui nn.

SPEAKER QUI NN: Aye on all.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: All itenms on
today’s General Order cal endar are adopted by a vote
of 48 in the affirmative with zero in the negative
and zero abstentions, with the exception of LU342 and
Reso 1874 which was adopted by a vote of 47 in the
affirmative and one in the negative and zero
abstentions; and LUB69 with Reso 1885 which was
adopted by a vote of 47 in the affirmative, one in

the negative, and zero abstentions; and LU847, 848,
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849 and the acconpanying resos which were adopted by
a vote of 47 in the affirmative, one in the negative
and zero abstentions; and Intro 893-A which was
adopted by a vote of 46 in the affirmative, one in
the negative, and one abstention; and LU852 and Reso
1875, which was adopted by a vote of 47 in the
affirmative and one in the negative and zero
abstentions, and that’s that.

We now nove onto introduction and readi ng
of the bills.

SPEAKER QUINN: All bills are referred to
comm ttees as indicated on the agenda.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Thank you so
much. We now nove onto di scussion of resolutions.
We have one resolution on for today, Reso 1806-A, an
amended resolution calling on the United States
Congress to pass and the President to sign
| egi sl ati on that woul d extend the Terrorism Ri sk
I nsurance Program Reaut hori zati on Act of 2007,
anmended and adopted by the Conmittee on State and
Federal Legislation. Can we have quiet in the

chanber s?
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SPEAKER QUINN: Al'l those tennis players,
pretend you're at a tennis match. GCkay, there we go.
Al right, keep going.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Ckay. Wuld
anybody like to...[interpose]

SPEAKER QUI NN: So easy to make fun of the
USTA, you know what |’ m saying? Thank you guys.
Thank you while you exit. Thank you.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Wul d anybody
like to speak on this resolution? See none. |’|
call for a voice vote. All in favor say Aye.

GROUP:  Aye.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Any abstentions?
Any Nays? The Ayes have it. W now nove on to
general discussion. W have Council Menber D ckens.

COUNCI L MEMBER DI CKENS: I n view of the
| ate hour, just rather quickly, there s an
I ntroduction of making three intros, the first one is
inrelation to requiring the Departnent of Health and
Mental Hygiene to post on its website a link to the
Nat i onal Bone Marrow Donor Programin order to aid
t hose who wi sh to donate bone marrow, periphera
bl ood stemcells and unbilical cord blood. The

second one is a resolution that I and Council Menber
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Dronm are doing in relation to establishing Dawali as
an official holiday for the New York City Public
School students. And the third one is an Intro in
relation that |I’mdoing with Council Menber Ruben
WIlls in relation to requiring food service
establishnents to provide hand sanitizers in close
proximty to buffet stands. | urge ny colleagues to
support all three. Thank you.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Council Menber

Br ewer .

COUNCI L MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very
much. W have 40 interns. | just want you to know
I’mnot going to list all their names. Intro 1108 is

what |’ mdiscussing. W’re introducing it today. It
woul d change the process of cityw de primary

el ections for mlitary and absentee voters in order
to include their votes in case of a runoff. This
runoff has cone quite a bit into the press in terns
of those who are actually voting, but we al so have
those who are serving their country and not able to
vote in person. And certainly absentee voters are
bei ng di senfranchi sed by not being included in runoff
el ections before the Board of Elections does not have

enough tinme to resend mlitary or absentee ballots to
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eligible voters in the short tinme wi ndow that we're
all so famliar with. So this bill would be a step
toward guaranteeing all eligible citizens the right
to vote in primaries and runoffs. Mlitary and
absentee voters would receive primary ballots with
the option to rank their preferred candidates in
order of preferences for all the offices. If a
runof f occurs, the rank choices would be used to
deternmine the voter’s intended preference for the
runoff election. |If a voter’'s first choice on the
primary was not in the runoff, their second choice
woul d be used and it goes on fromthere. O course,
| wish that this was a comon practice, but this
woul d be a good exanple to use for mlitary and
absentee, and just finally in terns of the election,
I’ mone of the few who’s very worried about the
machi nes, | ever machines, and | hope they work and I
hope there are parts, but | would have been one that
woul d’ ve kept the scanners. Thank you very nuch.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Thank you.
Counci | Menber Levin.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEVI N Thank you my
coll eagues. | want to informyou that I'm

i ntroduci ng two resol utions today, Resolution 1868
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whi ch calls upon the New York City Housing Authority
to conduct a survey of its entire portfolio to
det ermi ne how nuch | easabl e property they own
t hroughout the city. There has been recent noves by
the Housing Authority to | ook towards | easing out its
property. There's been a I ot of confusion and a | ot
of suspi cion anong public housing residents as to
whet her their devel opnent may be next. That is a
real fear throughout New York City for New York City
Housi ng Authority residents, so we are calling upon
the New York Gty Housing Authority to conduct a ful
survey and determ ne what they re really | ooking at
in ternms of their portfolio.

The second resolution is 1869, resolution
calling on the State Assenbly to pass Assenbly Bil
7823, and the Senate to pass its companion bill
Senate Bill 5810 and the governor to sign such
| egi sl ati on which woul d provide a property tax
exenption for privately owned vacant |and while such
property is being used for public benefit. There are
a lot of privately owned vacant |ots throughout the
city that could be well suited for public benefit
i ke community gardens and uses of that sort, but

owners often do not see the incentive to do that.
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This woul d provide a tax incentive to do so, and |
think it would bring a | ot of public benefit to a | ot
of nei ghborhoods that see the blight of privately
owned | and that is not being currently devel oped.
Thank you very much, ny coll eagues.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Thank you very
much. We now nove on to Council Menber WIIians.

COUNCI L MEMBER W LLI AMS: Thank you. |
just wanted to |l et ny coll eagues know we accepted two
vet oes today, 1079, 1080. There will be a briefing
right after this and the BLAC neeting. Al nenbers
are wel cone to ask questions and get an update.
just wanted to nmake sure everyone knew that and we
invite everyone. Thank you.

MAJORI TY LEADER RI VERA: Thank you very
much. Seeing no others, this neeting is now

adj ourned. [gavel]
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