Int. No. 1054

By Council Members Comrie, Barron, Brewer, Cabrera, Chin, Dickens, Eugene, James, King, Koo, Koslowitz, Lander, Mendez, Palma, Richards, Rose, Vallone, Nelson, Levin, Gennaro, Gentile, Halloran and Ulrich 

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the creation of a community recovery plan to respond to emergency conditions.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1.  The administrative code of the city of New York is amended to add a new section 30-105 to read as follows:


§ 30-105.  Community Recovery Plan.

a.  The commissioner shall develop and implement, no later than October 1, 2013, a community recovery plan to be utilized after emergency conditions and potential incidents as such conditions and incidents are described in section 497 of the charter.  Such plan shall specify steps that the office, with relevant agencies and other partners, shall take to assist city residents immediately after such conditions and incidents.  Such plan shall include, but not be limited to:

(1)  an operational timeline of how city resources will be quickly and efficiently deployed immediately after such conditions and incidents, which shall include, at a minimum:

i.  a description of ways to leverage community based organizations, service providers and volunteers to ensure that a unified recovery assistance operation is commenced as rapidly as possible; and

ii. a description of ways to leverage federal and state resources in an expedited manner to ensure that resources from all levels of government become immediately available after such conditions and incidents;

 (2) a borough recovery director strategy that formalizes the position of the borough recovery director for each of the five boroughs and that will clearly:

i. explain how borough recovery directors are chosen;

ii. provide for the creation of deputy borough recovery directors that can assist the borough recovery director in impacted areas within the designated borough;

iii. detail the specific duties of the borough recovery director and deputies including how such director and deputies will act as points of contact for providing general services and meeting the most critical needs of impacted areas and individuals which shall include, but not be limited to: (1) generator placements; (2) debris removal; (3) shelter operations; (4) food and water distribution; (5) household item distributions; and (6) medical service deployment, including the filling of necessary prescriptions in the event that access to hospitals and pharmacies is hindered;

iv.  include a timeline and description of how office and agency partner staff will be deployed to impacted areas immediately after such conditions and incidents, which shall include predetermined and mobile locations, and specifics about how information will be conveyed among staff within the borough recovery director structure;

v. describe how borough recovery directors, deputy borough recovery directors and office staff will work with community based organizations and service providers in recovery assistance operations; and

vi.  create a citywide uniform information sharing and distribution plan to be used by each borough recovery director  to properly inform residents, elected officials, and the press about the services available through the borough recovery director and his or her team on the ground;

(3) a field recovery office strategy that shall clearly determine where field offices will be located after such conditions and incidents in affected communities and shall account for all the administrative and functional items necessary for successful operation such as furniture procurement, internet and phone access, signage, and translation services; 

(4) an access to disaster benefits action strategy that requires office staff and borough recovery directors to work with federal and state representatives, and sets forth a detailed plan on how office staff and borough recovery directors will assist impacted individuals with access to disaster benefits; and

(5) an information dissemination strategy that identifies and utilizes major hubs and distribution centers to share information about all city services to clients, elected officials, and press.

     §2.       This local law shall take effect take effect immediately.
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